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Dedicated  to  the  memory  of  my  grandmother, 
Priscilla  Frances  (Priest)  Ayres,  long 
since  deceased,  not  to  pay  her  a  debt,  hut 
to  acknowledge  one. 
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FOREWARD 


This  genealogy  of  the  Ayres  family  of  Buckingham  County  Virginia, 
whose  descendants  have  settled  over  many  states  of  the  union,  is  little 
more  than  an  incomplete  catalogue  of  descendants.  The  records  of  Buck- 
in^am  Co.,  Virginia  were  completely  destroyed  when  the  Court  House  was 
turned  in  I869,  and  the  compilation  is  prohahly  full  of  errors. 

The  assemhling  of  family  records  is  a  rather  thankless  task  and  a 
matter  of  great  expense  because  of  the  limited  sales.  The  gathering  of 
data  requires  much  time,  expense  and  study,  as  well  as  much  detail  work. 
This  compilation  is  the  result  of  thirty-five  years  of  desultory  effort, 
the  search  enthusiastically  pursued  at  intervals  and  neglected  for  months 
at  a  time.  It  has  been  the  means  of  many  deli^tful  contacts;  through  it 
the  compiler  has  formed  many  friendships  and  has  discovered  "cousins." 
and  friends  all  over  the  South  and  Southwest  and  to  many  of  them  she  is 
indebted  not  only  for  their  family  records,  but  for  additional  informa¬ 
tion  picked  up  through  their  efforts  and  interest  and  study,  and  gra¬ 
ciously  given. 

The  exhilaration  of  discovery  and  the  friendships  formed  efface  the 
memory  of  months  and  years  of  unexciting  and  sometimes  poorly  rewarded 
toil  and  the  graciousness  of  those  who  have  helped  softens  the  recollec¬ 
tions  of  those  who  were  too  busy,  too  indifferent,  or  discourteous  to 
reply  to  letters  of  Inquiry. 

In  a  recent  book,  "No  Time  for  Comedy,"  the  author  speaks  of  com¬ 
piling  as  "the  sense  of  creating  without  the  agony."  In  this  compilation 
the  plan  has  been  followed,  to  quote  from  Moby  Dick,  of  "picking  up  what¬ 
ever  random  allusions  he  could  anyways  find,  in  any  book  whatsoever, 
sacred  or  profane." 

Someone  has  said,  "If  you  copy  from  one  its  plagiarism;  from  two  or 
more  it  is  research."  Then  this  is  really  research.  I  have  copied  freely 
from  any  and  every  source,  without  permission,  since  this  manuscript  was 
not  meant  for  publication,  but  only  for  my  own  immediate  family,  primarily. 
Emerson  says,  "By  necessity,  by  proclivity  and  by  delict  we  all  quote." 
Quoting  is  my  necessity,  and  gathering,  hoarding,  copying,  has  been  the 
"hobby,  avocation  and  satisfaction"  of  half  a  lifetime. 

Among  the  many  who  have  contributed  to  this  record,  and  they  could 
not  all  be  named,  are  Mrs.  J.  A.  Hyde,  Dallas,  Texas;  Mr.  John  M.  Hill, 
Dresden,  Tennessee;  Mrs.  W.  E.  Caldwell,  Chicago;  Mrs.  W.  T.  Runyan, 
Norborne,  Mo.;  Mr.  W.  D.  Ayres,  Estey,  West  Va;  Mrs.  F.  H.  Jeans,  Hills¬ 
boro,  Ohio;  Capt.  J.  W.  Ayres,  Harriman,  Tennessee,  Miss  Mary  Ayres 
Wilkinson,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  the  descendants  of  the  compiler’s  great 
grandfather,  Matthias  Ayres,  several  of  whom  have  helped  in  the  assem¬ 
bling  of  records.  I  acknowledge  with  grateful  appreciation,  the  help  of 
these  and  a  great  many  others  who  will  be  named  later. 
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The  Bihle  teaches  genealogy;  the  Old  Testament  glories  in  it  and  the 
New  Testament  begins  with  it.  Not  only  does  Holy  Writ  encourage  the  search 
for  ancestry  and  the  preservation  of  its  history^  but  a  penalty  is  attached 
to  those  who  find  it  not.  In  Nehemiah  J:6k  we  read^  These  sought  their  regis 
ter  among  those  who  were  reckoned  by  genealogy  but  it  was  not  found;  there¬ 
fore  they  were  as  polluted^  put  from  the  priesthood." 

What  greater  ambition  could  mortals  have  than  to  shape  the  ideals, 
thoughts  and  actions  of  succeeding  generations  along  worthy  lines?  In  com¬ 
piling  this  catalogue  of  the  Ayres  grandfathers  and  grandmothers,  the  com¬ 
piler  feels  that  she  is  erecting  a  greater  tribute  of  honor  and  respect  than 
shafts  of  marble. 

It  is  not  a  service  to  past  generations,  but  to  future  generations. 

The  man  who  asks,  "What  did  my  ancestors  do  that  I  should  remember 
them?"  is  blinded  by  conceit.  Who  gave  him  his  independence,  and  from  whom 
did  he  acquire  his  strength  of  character,  if  any?  Where  did  he  get  his  self- 
reliance  and  resourcefulness  and  from  whence  came  the  material  of  mind,  body 
and  character?  The  only  biblical  command  with  a  promise  is  "Honor  thy 
father  and  thy  mother  that  thy  days  may  be  long  in  the  land  which  the  Lord 
they  God  giveth  thee."  Exodus  20:12.  By  honoring  them  and  by  like  reverence 
for  our  forefathers,  which  we  can  have  only  when  we  have  knowledge  of  them, 
we  honor  and  exalt  ourselves. 

The  human  race  is  rooted  deep  in  tradition  and  out  of  that  tradition 
it  finds  sustaining  food  for  living.  It  is  in  tradition  that  man  finds  his 
own  dominant  values.  We  may  ridicule  tradition,  we  may  ignore  these  values 
and  think  we  live  without  guidance  from  the  past,  even  while  we  make  pilgrim¬ 
ages  to  Williamsburg,  to  Mt.  Vernon  and  other  shrines  where  we  breathe  in 
the  atmosphere  of  loyalty,  of  himiility,  of  simplicity.  In  these  shrines  are 
the  roots  which  sustain  our  National  values.  In  our  small  heirlooms  and 
treasures  are  the  associations  of  family  that  have  been  coming  down  through 
the  years  in  an  unbroken  chain.  Some  sturdy  thing  like  a  plain  hickory  chair 
carried  on  wagons  overland  from  Virginia  to  the  West,  some  lovely  quilts  and 
samplers  made  by  our  grandmothers  and  preserved  as  heirlooms.  These  things 
were  not  made  to  be  heirlooms,  but  for  daily  service  and  decoration,  and 
that  is  one  of  the  secrets  of  their  lasting  beauty.  Our  ancestors  used  them 
and  put  something  of  themselves  in  them;  their  names  are  written  on  them  and 
in  them  and  give  them  authority,  meaning,  and  the  rich  beauty  that  human 
hands  and  hearts  and  human  living  alone  can  bestow.  They  remind  us  of  some 
grandparent  who  was  known  for  his  moral  ideals  and  influenced  the  thinking  of 
his  time  and  who  handed  down  his  standards  to  his  children’s  children.  Tradi 
tion  and  family  pride  in  our  heirlooms  becomes  an  inherited  conscience,  as 
well  as  bringing  happy  memories.  This  inherited  conscience  may  lift  us  to  a 
hi^er  plane  of  living  or  may  blind  us  with  prejudice. 

It  is  a  presumptuous  undertaking  to  assemble  a  genealogy  from  a 
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county  without  a  record,  and  a  genealogy  of  a  family  that  has  not  seemed 
to  preserve  its  records  very  carefully,  or  to  take  much  interest  in  con¬ 
tributing  to  this  collection.  Some  branches  are  given  in  much  more 
detail  than  others.  If  there  seems  to  be  a  shortage  of  data  concerning 
the  descendants  of  Matthias  Ayres,  (Nathan,  Matthis)  the  great  grandfather 
of  this  compiler,  who  are  now  within  a  reasonable  degree  of  relationship, 
it  is  due  to  the  compiler's  lack  of  knowledge  of  her  kin  partly,  and 
partly  to  their  lack  of  cooperation.  It  must  be  remembered  that  the 
writer's  grandfather  died  when  her  father  was  but  three  years  of  age,  and 
although  the  families  lived  in  adjoining  counties  in  Missouri,  the  com¬ 
piler's  father  and  uncle  did  not  often  see  their  kin.  In  addition  to 
this  drawback,  all  the  family  records  so  carefully  preserved  in  a  scrap 
book  by  Priscilla  Frances  (Priest)  Ayres,  were  burned  in  an  office  fire 
in  Sedalla,  Mo.  There  should  be  many  more  pages  of  data  concerning  the 
descendants  of  Matthis  Ayres  (178I-I85I)  as  he  had  thirteen  children  and 
most  of  them  had  large  families. 

There  is  much  tiresome  repetition  and  trivial  detail  given  in  this 
collection,  due  to  the  lack  of  really  conclusive  evidence  of  descent  in 
some  cases  and  also  because  of  the  persistent  use  of  family  names  for 
generations.  This  is  so  confusing  to  the  average  layman  who  undertakes 
to  look  up  his  line  in  a  genealo©/",  that  the  writer  has  tried  to  make  it 
very  plain  by  constant  repetition,  just  which  Matthias,  John  or  Nathan 
Ayres,  and  of  which  generation,  is  being  discussed. 

Every  trivial  scrap  of  data  is  given,  some  of  apparent  unimportance, 
but  in  a  genealogy  not  proved  by  county  records,  such  as  wills,  deeds, 
administrations,  marriage  records,  etc.,  the  sli^test  and  most  trivial 
detail  might  be  a  clue  to  build  on.  Many  letters  are  included  and  news¬ 
paper  articles  copied. 

In  the  records  of  my  own  immediate  family,  I  have  preserved  much 
minutia,  put  in  an  accessible  form  for  the  benefit  of  my  nieces  and 
nephews  and  their  descendants.  Since  this  compilation  is  primarily  for 
them,  I  have  included  it  in  this,  as  in  others  of  the  family  manuscripts 
I  have  compiled. 

The  notes  will  show  how  large  is  my  obligation  to  many  people  and 
to  many  sources,  published  and  unpublished.  Many  are  unmentioned  and 
the  acknowledgement  is  poor,  but  the  thankfulness  is  large  beyond  the 
compass  of  words.  What  seems  like  plagiarism  is  in  most  cases  unconscious. 
The  late  Stephen  Leacock  in  the  preface  to  one  of  his  books  has  this  to 
say:  "Acknowledging  all  these  debts,  I  feel  also  that  I  owe  a  good  deal 

of  this  book  to  my  own  Industry  and  effort."  As  Mr.  Robert  K.  Merritt 
says  in  his  notes  on  the  Ayres  family,  "At  bottom  my  deep  interest  in 
this  matter  has  a  religious  and  pschycological  foundation."  The  Ayres 
families,  as  he  says,  do  appear  to  have  had  for  generations  some  pre¬ 
vailing  characteristics,  mostly  creditable,  and  which  are  very  interesting. 
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They  do  not  appear  to  have  cared  much  for  "wealth,  social  position,  or  fame, 
hut  to  highly  prize  education  and  the  spiritual  and  cultural  values.  . 

The  -work  has  been  pleasant  and  rewarding,  and  also,  to  q.uote  Sir 
Winston  Ch"ur chill,  a  matter  sometimes  of  "toil,  blood,  sweat  and  tears." 
And  to  quote  Macbeth,  "the  service  and  the  loyalty  I  owe  in  doing  it  pays 
itself." 

After  the  Fall  of  the  Roman  Empire  and  the  rise  of  Feudalism 
rulers  granted  privileges  of  coats  of  arms  to  families  which  achieved  dis¬ 
tinction.  They  were  expected  to  live  up  to  the  standard  of  the  virtues 
perpetuated  through  the  family  coat  of  arms.  The  inscriptions  on  the 
family  coats  were  in  Latin,  the  common  language  of  the  times.  That  of  the 
Ayres  family,  "Virtus,  sola,  invicta,"  means  virtue  alone  conquers,  or  is 
invincible.  The  word  virtus  means  virtue.  It  also  means  manly  courage, 
the  ability  to  take  and  receive  punishment.  It  signifies  the  person  who 
is  at  heart  morally  good,  upri^t  and  honest.  These  family  standards,  or 
armorial  bearings  served  a  usef"ul  purpose  as  an  inspiration  to  those  who 
came  after,  to  live  up  to  the  characteristics  perpetuated  through  their 
coat  of  arms. 

We  may  not  believe  in  the  old  fashion  of  family  mottoes,  we  may 
not  even  have  heard  of  the  family  motto  of  the  Ayres  family,  but  we  must 
all  who  have  thought  at  all,  know  that  goodness  and  honesty  and  virtue  do 
ultimately  conquer.  It  is  the  fashion  "with  this  generation  to  poke  f"un  at 
these  old  trite  but  true  mottoes,  even  while  we  declare  the  worth  of  the 
idea  with  our  slogans  and  theme  songs. 

The  story  of  the  origin  of  the  Ayres  name,  coat  of  arms  and  motto 
is  given  in  this  manuscript,  and  while  it  is  not  customary  among  Americans 
to  use  armorial  bearings,  in  this  record  perpetuating  the  memories  of  our 
ancestors’  service  and  sacrifice,  we  preserve  herein  also  the  story  of  the 
origin  of  the  name  and  the  family  coat  of  arms  and  motto,  uhich,  "whether 
true  or  not,  we  like  to  think  "was  conferred  for  unselfish  service. 
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AYRES 


ORIGIN  OF  NAME 

In  Thorpe’s  Catalogue  of  Deeds  of  Battle  Ahhey^  is  as  follows: 

"The  first  of  his  family  was  named  Truelove,  who  was  one  of  the 
followers  of  William  the  Conqueror  at  the  Battle  of  Hastings,  1066;  the 
Duke  was  flung  from  his  horse,  and  his  helmet  heaten  into  his  face, which, 
Truelove  ohserving,  he  pulled  it  off  and  horsed  him  again;  Duke  William 
told  him:  "Thou  shalt  hereafter  instead  of  Truelove  he  called  Eyre 
(op  air)  because  thou  hast  given  me  the  air  I  breathe."  After  the  battle 
the  Duke  found  him  severely  wounded,  his  leg  and  thigh  having  been  struck 
off;  he  ordered  him  utmost  care,  and  on  his  recovery  gave  him  lands  in 
Derbyshire  in  reward  for  his  services,  and  for  a  crest  a  leg  and  thi^  in 
armor  cut  off,  an  honorary  badge  yet  borne  by  all  the  Ayres’  in  England." 

In  Vol.  10,  First  Series,  Notes  and  Queries,  we  find  the  following, 
taken  from  Rhodes  Peak  Scenery,  page  244-:  "The  Eyres  is  one  of  the  old¬ 
est  families  in  Derbyshire,  where  they  have  continued  to  reside  more  than 
700  years,  as  appears  from  the  following  curious  extract  from  an  old 
pedigree  which  is  preserved  at  Hassop"--here  follows  the  preceding  matter 
down  to  the  word  Derby,  when  f ollows , - " And  the  seat  he  lived  at  he  called 
Hope,  because  he  had  hope  in  the  greatest  extremity." 

The  genealogy  of  the  Ayres  Family,  by  Steven  Beckwith  Ayres,  New 
York,  1902,  gives  the  genealogy  of  the  family  of  Eyer  of  Wiltshire,  which 
he  follows  with  the  family  of  Eyer,  of  Haverhill,  Mass. 


Notes  from  letter  dated  Septonber  17,  I9IT  from  Louise  Ayer  Van¬ 
diver  (Mrs.  J.  R.)  Anderson,  S.C.,  to  Miss  Nellie  Ayres: 

"We  have  never  been  able  to  trace  any  connection  between  the  var¬ 
ious  families  of  Ayer,  Ayers,  Ayre,  Ayr,  Eyre,  Eyer,  etc.,  thou^  the 
tradition  is  that  they  were  originally  all  one  family,  descended  from  one 
of  Norman  William’s  followers,  whose  name  was  Truelove."  Follows  the  same 
story  of  the  origins  of  the  name.  Mrs.  Vandiver  says  further:  "My  great 
grandfather,  Thomas  Ayer,  came  from  Ireland  and  settled  In  Virginia, 
where  he  lived  for  many  years.  Tradition  says  he  married  there  a  Miss 
Malone.  He  came  to  S.C.,  however,  before  the  outbreak  of  the  war,  and 
fought  under  Marion.  He  had  only  one  brother  in  this  country  that  I  ever 
heard  any  tradition  of,  and  he  went  to  Massachusetts  and  many  of  the  New 
England  Ayer  families  are  his  descendants." 

The  following  is  copied  from-  the  Magazine  of  American  Genealogy, 

No.  11,  page  61,  under  the  title,  "Derivation  of  Names.” 

AYRE,  AYRES,  EYRE,  -  It  is  curious  to  note  that  while  Ayres  is  the 
almost  universal  form  (saving  Eyre)  Ayre  is  almost  universal  in  the 
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U.  S.  Barber  gives  ”Ayre^  a  local  name  from  Ayr,  Scotland j  or  Ere,  Belgium^ 
or  Aire,  France."  Arthur  says:  "Air,  Gaelic;  derivation  uncertain;  it  may 
come  from  lar,  west,  the  course  in  which  the  river  Ayr  runs;  or  Air,  slau^ter, 
the  place  of  battle;  the  Celtic,  Aer,  and  the  Welsh,  A-j^,  signify  radically, 
to  open,  expand,  or  flow  clearly,  to  shoot  or  radiate;"  a  legend  as  to  the 
origin  of  the  name  Ayre,  which  dates  back  to  the  11th  century  in  Derbyshire, 
and  is  found  in  Thrope's  Catalogue  of  Deeds  of  Battle  Abbey,  is  as  follows: 

Then  follows  the  account  as  shown  above. 

Ayres,  Ayars,  Ayrs  ,etc.:  Barber  says:  Ayers,  Ayres;  a  personal 
name  meaning  island  warrior ...  the  name  of  Eayrs  or  Eayres  is  probably  a 
form  of  Ayre,  also  an  old  Leicestershire  name;  Thomas  Eayre,  of  Kettering, 
Northamptonshire,  a  century  ago  was  one  of  the  fomders  of  the  church  bells 
of  Norton;  Thomas  Ayre  was  the  name  of  the  mayor  of  Leicester  in  1723  und 

Ayres  is  now  a  Berkshire  name,  and  Ayre  is  found  in  Devonshire;  several 
families  of  Ayres  or  Aires  went  to  America  in  the  ITth  century,  which  facts 
account  for  its  familiar  recurrence  in  the  United  States. 


COAT-OF-AEMS 

Ayres,  Arms:  Argent,  a  chevron  sable,  three  quarter-foils  or, 

Crest,  a  leg  in  armor,  couped  at  the  thigh,  quarterly,  argent  and  sable, 
garnished  and  spurred,  or.  Mottos:  Virtus,  sola  Invicta.  (Virtue  alone 
conquers.)  Neminem  metue  innoceus-  Si  je  Puis  (if  I  can). 

Ayres  Arms:  Argent,  a  chevron  ermine  between  three  escallops, 
gules.  Crest,  a  demi-lion  rampant.  These  aims  are  attributed  by  Burke  to 
the  Eyres  of  County  Norfolk,  a  family  in  no  way  connected  with  the  ancient 
family  of  County  Derby.  Crest,  on  a  cap  of  maintenance,  proper,  a  booted 
and  armed  leg,  couped  at  the  thighs  quarterly,  argent  and  sable,  spur,  or. 
Motto:  Virtus  sola  Invicta. 

George  Eyre,  of  Keveton,  County  Nottingham,  England,  came  to  New 
Jersey  and  settled  there.  He  was  the  great  grandson  of  Sir  Gervaise  Eyre 
of  Newbold,  County  Derby  and  Keveton,  County  Notts.,  a  direct  descendant 
of  Baron  Wm.  LeEyr  of  Hope,  County  Derby,  (time  Henry  III.) 

There  is  another  family  of  Eyres,  whose  founder  in  America,  John 
Eyer,  came  over  in  I718.  There  is  extant  a  letter  of  his  with  a  seal  repro¬ 
ducing  the  arms  as  given  second  above.  County  Norfolk.  (Ref.  Eyres  Arms, 

Pa.  Mag.  3:1879.)  Smith’s  History  of  Delaware  Co.  p  462;  Martin’s  History 
Chester  Co.  Pa.,  p  49;  Book  of  Family  Crests  II-I69.  p  133* 

Heraldry  is  of  very  ancient  origin.  We  can  trace  it  back  to  the 
Jewish  tribes;  and  subsequently  we  find  it  in  a  more  elaborate  form  in 
the  leading  families  of  Greece  and  Rome.  In  its  modem  sense,  however, 
the  heraldic  art  dates  from  the  time  of  the  Crusades ,  and  was  reduced  to 
its  present  perfect  system  by  the  French.  An  erroneous  idea  is  that  heraldic 
symbols  denote  an  aristocratic  or  exclusive  class  and  is  undemocractic  in 


8 


its  origin  and  permanency.  On  the  contrary,  these  badges  of  distinction 
were  the  reward  of  personal  merit  and  could  he  secured  hy  the  humblest  as 
well  as  the  highest.  They  were  testimonials  to  the  meritorious  deeds  of 
our  ancestors. 

NOTES  CONCERNING  SOME  OF  THE  AYRES  EMIGRANTS  TO  VIRGINIA 

Va.  Mag.  3:5^:  "Edward  Bennett  became  an  active  member  of  the  Virginia 
Company,  and  on  Nov.  21,  1621,  that  body  granted  a  patent  to  Edward, 
Richard  and  Robert  Bennett,  Thomas  Eyres,  and  Thomas  and  Richard  Wiseman, 
who  undertook  to  settle  200  persons  in  the  Colony.  See  also  records  of 
the  Va.  Co.,  Vol.  I. 

Tyler’s  Qimr.  Jan.  19^0,  V  21;  185:  The  will  of  Thoimas  Meades,^  Jan.  29, 
1716,  mentioned  a  brother-in-law,  John  Sallis.  The  will  of  Ihomas  Ayres, 
Jan.  5^  1721,  mentioned  his  wife  Ann  and  her  former  husband,  Thomas  Meades 
Samuel  Sallis  was  one  of  the  wits.  Samuel  Sallis  had  at  least  .two 
daughters,  Sarah  and  Anne.  Sarah  md  twice;  first,  Alexander  Doniphan  of 
Stafford  Co.,  second,  William  Hansford  of  Spots.  Co.  Her  sister,  Ann, 
md  three  times;  first  Thomas  Meades  (d  1717)^  second  Thomas  Ayres  (d  1721) 
third  Jeremy  Biswell  (d  1732). 

Ancestral  Records  and  Portraits.  Md.  Vol.  2; 485:  The  Quaker,  Thomas 
Ayre,  will  dated  l657^  mid  S-usannah,  the  dau.  of  John  and  Ann  (Elkington) 
Savage.  His  sons  and  most  of  his  grandsons  were  Quakers.  Capt.  Jno. 

Eyre  (son  of  Thos.),  who  d  1719^  "was  Justice  of  Northampton  Co.  Mar. 

28,  1687.  His  dau.  Elizabeth  md  Francis,  the  son  of  Francis  and  Sarah 
Stockeley.  The  name  of  Francis  Stockley,  who  d  1655^  appears  first  in 
the  records  of  Northampton  Co.  1634.  He  md  Joane,  whose  surname  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  have  been  Hall.  Their  son  John  d  before  169O,  was  the  father  of 
Francis  who  d  1698,  whose  son  Francis  md  Elizabeth  Eyre  and  d  1744.  Their 
son,  Eyre  Stockley,  md  Mary,  dau.  of  Nathaniel  and  Mary  Scarburg  (West) 
Bell,  and  their  dau.  Anne  Teackle  md  Thos.  Upshur  II. 

Lungstedt's  Note  Bk.  Vol.  6,  No.  3  P  19:  John  Ayres,  Mariner,  and  Mary 
Hill,  dau.  of  Richard  md  before  Sept.  I688.  Northampton  Co.  Va. 

Va.  Mag.  1:251:  List  of  Public  Officers  in  Virginia  168O;  Northampton 
Co.  Va.,  Mr.  John  Eyres. 

Va.  Mag.  6;l60:  Tithables  of  Lancaster  Co.  Va.  1674:  John  Ayres. 

Md.  Hist.  Mag.  9:30:  Names  of  certain  persons  transported  in  this  Province 
of  Maryland  in  right  of  whom  Giles  Brent,  Esq,,  claimeth  land  being  entered 
on  record  at  the  request  of  Mrs.  Margaret  Brent,  his  sister,  and  attorney 
Mar.  20,  165O.  Came  with  Giles  Brent  about  l4  years  ago,  John  Ayres. 
Signed,  Francis  Gray. 
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Levin  Gale^  register  for  Schooner  "Sarah";  John  AyreS;  master;  30  tonS; 
built  in  Somerset  Co.  1739-  Owners:  Edward  Chambers;  Robert  Craham; 
Aaron  Lynn  and  Levin  Cale.  Dec.  19 ^  1739* 

to.  &  Mary  Vol.  7:62:  Extracts  from  first  vestry  book  of  Antrim  Parrish 
Test  Oath:  "I  do  declare  that  I  do  believe  that  there  is  not  any  trans¬ 
substantiation  in  the  Sacrament  of  the  Lord’s  Supper;  or  in  the  elements 
of  bread  and  wine;  at  or  after  the  consecration  thereof  by  any  person 
■whatsoever."  Vestrym.an  I763  to  I782.  John  Ayres. 

Bishop  Meade’s  Old  Churches  and  Families  of  Virginia;  Vol  1,  p  260: 

"One  generous  act  of  him  who  stands  second  on  the  foregoing  list  de¬ 
serves  a  mention.  Besides  being  always  most  liberal  to  the  minister 
and  to  all  the  wants  of  the  church  for  a  long  series  of  years ;  towards 
the  close  of  his  life;  Mr.  John  Eyre  gave  the  sum  of  $3;, 000. 00  for  the 
erection  of  that  model  parsonage  which  may  be  seen  a  mile  from  Eastville 
and  from  which  the  great  Atlantic  may  be  surveyed."  Hangar’s  Parish; 
Northampton  Co.  Va.  The , following  is  the  list  of  vestrymen  since 
1712:  Peter  Bowdoin;  John  Eyre;  etc. 

The  will  of  John  Parker  of  Mattapony;  Jan.  9;  I692  (Accomac  Co.) 
mentions  grandson;  John  Ayres. 

Va.  Hist.  Mag.  Lower  Norfolk  Co.  Va.  It  is  ordered  that  Mr. 

Robert  Hayes  and  Mr.  Robert  Eares  shall  appraise  the  estate  of  Ceo. 

Locke  dec’d  Sept.  l6^1. 

Va.  Mag.  1:197:  At  Portsmouth;  Va.;  among  the  records  of  Lower ^Nor¬ 
folk  Co.  is  a  power -of -attorney  from  Samuel  CheW;  Esq_.;  of  Herrington 
and  his  wife  Anna;  the  dau.  and  heiress  of  Mr.  to.  Eyres  of  Nasemond. 


Va.  Mag.  13:3C7:  Vestryman;  Hangar’s  Parish;  Northampton  Co.  Va. 

June  22;  169I;  Thomas  Eyre. 

Lings tedt ’ s  Note  Bk.  Vol.  6  No.  3  P  22:  Thos.  Eyre  and  Jane  Severn 
dau.  of  Mr.  John  Severn  in  Northampton  Co.  md  before  Cct.  28;  I678. 

She  "tTas  the  only  heir  and  grand-dau.  of  Matthew  Cethinge. 

Lingstedt’s  Note  Bk.  Vol.  9  No.  5*.  Brigantine  "Friendship";  bovind  for 
Virginia;  Thomas  Eyres  Master;  I69I. 

Va.  Mag.  17; 8I:  (From  Land  Book  3:13^)  Mary  Brent;  l64C  acres  in 
Northumberland  Co.  on  the  Potomac  river  and  on  Cniou^  river  adjoin¬ 
ing  the  land  of  Capt.  dies  Brent.  Granted  Get.  17,  1652.  HeadrightS; 
Mr.  to.  Eyres  and  others,  (including  BrentS;  StrattonS;  KendallS; 
etc. ) 

Northumberland  Co.  Record  Bk.  15*  165C-I666.  In  Richmond  Co.  Will  Bk. 
2  p  78:  John  Suggett;  Gent.;  will  dated  Jan.  I6;  1703,  bequests  to 
Thomas  and  William  Ayres. 
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Capt.  Richard  Hill  of  Hunting  Creek,  -will  Mar.  26,  l688.  Nov.  21,  169^. 

To  grandson  Francis  Ayres;  to  John  Ayres,  Jr.  land  adjoining  his  brother 
Francis;  to  Richard  Hill  Ayres;  to  his  two  brothers,  Edmond  and  Henry 
Ayres.  To  two  grandsons,  Richard  and  John  Drummond,  which  sd  John  Drummond 
was  born  Mar.  21,  I687,  sons  of  John  Drummond;  to  grandson  Hill  Drummond, 
grandson  Stephen  Drummond,  to  Drake  Drummond.  ¥f,  Mary  Hill,  execs.  John 
Ayres  and  John  Drummond,  execs.  My  daughters,  Mary  Ayres  and  Patience 
Drummond.  Wits.  Nicholas  Hill,  John  Lewis,  'Richard  Grinwold.  Accomac 
Co.  Va.  p  186. 

Wm.  Gowers.  July  31^  I668.  To  Francis  Ayres,  son  of  John  Ayres.  To 
John  Arew,  John  Ayres,  son  of  John  Ayres,  Patience  Ayres,  dau.  of  John 
Ayres,  to  John  Drummond  and  his  sons  Richard  and  John  Drummond;  to  Isaac 
Dix;  to  George  Middleton  and  William  Willett.  To  Dorothy  Condor,  to 
Mary  Huett . . . Capt .  Richard  Hill,  residuary  legatee.  Wits:  Richard  Hill, 
John  Drummond.  Accomac  Co.  Wills. 

Capt.  Richard  Hill  was  granted  1,000  acres  in  Accomac  Co.  Va.,  on  H-unting 
Creek  toward  Deep  Creek,  for  transporting  John  Ayres  and  others.  John 
Ayres,  mariner,  md  Mary,  the  dau.  of  Richard  Hill.  In  Virginia's  Eastern 
Shore,  (Whitelaw,  v  2,  p  ^8"[)  we  read:  Robert  Drake,  lineal  descendant 
of  King  Edward  I  md  Joan  Ga-wton.  He  came  to  Va.  I636.  Mary,  his  dau.  md 
Richard  Hill,  who  had,  'with  other  children.  Patience  md  John  Drummond; 

Mary  who  md  John  Ayres  and  Robert  Drake  who  md  Elizabeth  Starr.  They  in¬ 
herited  land  near  here  from  Wm.  Gower.  John  Ayres,  mariner,  of  Rappa¬ 
hannock  Co.  Va.,  who  settled  in  Accomac  Co.  Va.  before  1666  d  ca  1702. 

Mary  Hill,  his  wf,  was  dau.  of  Capt.  Richard  Hill,  patentee  of  Hill  Farm, 
and  Mary  Drake  his  wf .  Their  children  were;  Henry  Ayres  md  Comfort  Scar- 
burg;  John  md  Abigail;  Richard  Hill  md  Esther  Wilkins;  Edward  md  Ann; 
Francis  md  Sarah;  Mary  Ann." 

A.  Jos.  Eyres  was  an  immigrant  to  Stafford  Co.  in  the  l600‘s.  Thomas 
Ayres  sold  land  in  Essex  Co.  Va.  Feb.  12,  I716  to  Henry  Long,  Jr.  As 
no  wife  joined  in  the  sale,  his  wife  must  have  been  dead.  There  was  a 
Thomas  Ayres  in  Essex  Co.  who  md  1752  Mary  Smith  dau  of  William  Smith  of 
Essex  Co.  They  had  a  son,  Joseph  Ayres,  b  ca  I760  md  I787  Rachael  Harbi- 
son  and  had  a  dau  Easter  Ayres  b  Mercer  Co.  Ky.  185^,  md  Wm.  Tolley  Jr. 
(1785-1854-).  They  went  to  Darlington,  Wis.  Jos.  Ayres  and  wife  Rachel 
went  to  Mercer  Co.  Ky.,  then  to  Maury  Co.  Tenn.  Note  by  compiler.  These 
dates  do  not  seem  to  be  ri^t. 

In  Northumberland  Co.  Va.  records,  a  John  Airs  had  sons  John,  Thomas  and 
Samuel.  In  same  county  a  Thomas  Aires  had  a  dau  b  Apr.  23,  1754-,  a  son 
b  June  15,  1755j  Samuel  b  Jan.  25,  1759^  Thos.  b  Jan.  I8,  I76O,  Betty  b 
Jan.  20,  1760  (?),  Thomas  b  Nov.  30,  I76O,  William  b  April  17^  I766. 

These  dates  are  impossible.  It  is  possible  that  some  of  them  are  the 
dates  of  baptism.  Also,  in  same  county,  a  James  Aires,  "wf  Ann,  had  a 
dau  Hannah  b  Apr.  25,  1774-;  Sally  b  Mar.  8,  1778;  and  Betty  b  Jan  12, 

1777. 
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Old  Eappa  Co.  1656-6^^.  John  Ayres  deeded  on  Feh.  28,  1662,  2  of  1^3 
acres  to  Kenamor  Winslow.  Same  year,  John  and  Jane  Ayers  deeded  Ian  o 

K.  Winslow. 


State  Land  Office,  Richmond,  Va.  John  Ayres  granted  land  on  north  side 
of  Rappa.  river  in  1653.  Headri^ts,  Barnahy  Johnson,  Thos.  Hart, 
Elinor  Hart.  Old  Vol.  V. 


In  a  patent  dated  Feh.  16,  165^,  Lea  was  granted  5OO  a.  of  for 

transporting  ten  persons,  John  Tredeskin,  John  Ayres,  Bertram  OLe  , 
Thos.  Austin,  his  wife,  John  Austin,  Richard  Austin,  Edward  Gouldhurn, 
John  Glimm  and  William  Lea. 


Concerning  the  patents  to  land,  they  were  usually  dated  a  few 
years  after  the  arrival  of  the  patentee.  In  the  Historical  Atlas  of ^ 
Westmoreland  Co.  Va.  by  Eaton,  p.  27,  we  read:  "The  London  Co.  or^^ed 
that  any  person  who  paid  his  own  way  to  Virginia  should  he  assi^ed  5OO 
acres  of  land  for  his  own  personal  adventure,  and  if  he  transported  at 
his  own  cost  one  or  more  persons,  he  should,  for  each  person  whose  ^ 
passage  he  paid,  he  awarded  50  a.  of  land.  Headrights  may  have 
in  the  Colony  long  before  they  entered  land,  or  claim  for  the  land  due 
them.  Sea  Captains  transported  settlers  at  their  own  cost  and  thus 
acquired  large  tracts  of  land. 

SOME  AYRES  GRANTS  OF  LAND  IN  VIRGINIA 


1^.  Eyres  ,  25O  acres  in  Warrosquoiacke  on  the  "Main  creek  which 
runneth  from  the  great  river  called  Warrosquoiacke  Creek  and  on  Nanse- 
mond  river.  Due  for  the  transportation  of  five  persons  (Francis  Steffen 
ton,  John  Roche,  Humphrey  Broade,  John  Plumphrey,  Will  Empson. )  Granted 
by  West  J-one  30,  1635-  Note:  Perhaps  this  patentee  was  related  to 
Thomas  Ayres,  who  was  associated  with  Edward  Bennett  in  a  plantation 
in  this  county.  At  Portsmouth,  Va.,  among  the  records  of  Lower  Norfolk 
Co.,  is  a  power-of-attorney  from  Samuel  Chew,  etc. 

From  Virginia  Historical  Magazine,  Vol.  Ill  p  58,  Abstracts 
of  Land  Patents: 


Vol.  h,  p  4:  John  Ayers,  250  acres  Oct.  2h,  1655; 

Vol.  L,  p  187,  Edmund  Ayres,  500  acres,  Northumberland  Co.,  Oct. 

28,  1657; 

Vol.  5,p  455,  John  Ayers,  3T8  acres.  Sept.  25,  1555; 

Vol.  7,  p  195,  Benjamin  Ayers,  Nov.  20,  1682,  Accomac  Co.,  with 

John  Stokeley,  175  acres; 

Vol.  7,  p  295,  Benjamin  Ayers,  May  9,  1683,  Accomac  Co.,  va. 
with  John  Stokeley,  175  acres; 

Vol.  25,  p  l48,  Matthias  Ayres,  12^  acres  lying  in  Henrico  Co. 
July  25,  1756; 

Vol.  31,  p  747,  Matthias  Ayres,  2000  acres  Albemarle  Co.,  on 
branches  of  Hatcher’s  Creek,  Sept.  10,  1755; 
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Vol.  33;  P  RolDert  Ayers ^  05  acres  AllDemarle  Co.,  Nov.  10,  1T5TJ 

Vol.  39;  P  ^2,  Robert  Ayers,  39^  acres  Bedford  Co.,  Mar.  12,  ITTO; 

Vol.  39;  P  1^2,  Thomas  Ayers,  3^3  acres  Pittsylvania  Co.,  Aug.  T; 

ITTO; 

Vol.  39;  P  227;  James  Ayers,  303  acres  Bedford  Co.,  Feb.  6,  ITTl; 
Accomac  Co.  Thos.  Eyre  200  acres  ITOO; 

Accomac  Co,,  Francis  Ayres,  5T9  acres  ITl^; 

Isle  of  Wright  Co.,  William  Eyres,  I50  acres  l63T; 

Patrick  Co.,  1T9T;  ’to  Elihu  Eyre,  ITO  acres; 

"  "  1T9T  "  Elihu  Ayres,  100  acres; 

"  "  1T99  "  Thomas  Ayres,  100  acres; 

"  "  1T99  "  Thomas  Ayres,  Jr.,  100  acres. 

Henrico  Co.,  Va.  Deed  Book  lT^i+-lTT8,  No.  25,  p  li^8,  folio  228 
Dec.  1,  1T^6.  Matthias  Ayres,  planter,  of  Henrico  Co.,  to  Henry  Sharp 
of  same  county  for  ^Off^  sterling,  62-|-  acres  on  Four  Mile  Creek  adjoining 
Pleasant's  Mill  Pond,  50  acres  purchased  of  Henry  Childress  whereon  the 
said  Matthias  dwells,  the  other  12^  acres  adjoining  was  granted  unto 
the  same  Matthias  Ayres  July  25,  lT^8o  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Matthias, 
relinquishes  her  dower  right. 

Witnesses,  Chas.  Woodson,  Chas.  Ballow,  Jas.  Woodfin. 

COPI  OF  LAND  GRANT  TO  MATTHIAS  AIRES 
Patent  Book  No.  31;  page  T^T 

COMMONWEALTH  OF  VIRGINIA 

LAND  OFFICE 
Richmond 

George  the  Second,  etc.,  to  all,  etc..  Know  ye  that  for  divers  good 
causes  and  considerations,  but  more  especially  for  and  in  consideration 
of  the  sum  of  ei^t  pounds  of  good  and  lawful  money  for  our  use  paid  to 
our  Receiver  General  of  our  Revenues  in  this  Our  Colony  and  Dominion  of 
Virginia;  we  have  given,  granted  and  confirmed  and  by  these  presents  for 
us  our  Heirs  and  Successors  do  give,  grant  and  confirm  unto  Matthias 
Ayres  one  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land,  containing  two  thousand  acres, 
lying  and  being  in  the  County  of  Albemarle,  on  the  branches  of  Hatcher’s 
Creek,  including  Hatcher’s  mountain  and  bounded  as  followeth:  towlt: 
Beginning  at  Edmond  Wood’s  comer  pine;  thence  on  Wood’s  lines  north 
thirty- two  degrees,  west  two  hundred  poles  to  a  red  oak;  south  fifty- 
ei^t  degrees,  west  one  hundred  and  seventy-ei^t  poles  to  pointers; 
south  fifty-seven  degrees  west  one  hundred  and  forty-six  poles  to 
pointers;  thence  on  Homes  Given’s  line  south  thirty-five  degrees  west 
one  hundred  and  forty-six  poles,  crossing  two  branches  of  Hatcher’s 
Creek,  to  pointers;  thence  on  Edward  Scott’s  line  south  fifty-five 
degrees  west  two  hundred  poles  to  pointers;  thence  a  new  line  north 
twenty-five  degrees  west  one  hundred  and  forty-four  poles  to  pointers 
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in  Robert  Thompson's  line^  and  on  that  line  south  seventy  degrees  west 
one  hundred  and  eighty-two  poles  to  a  chestnut  oak;  south  fifty  de¬ 
grees  west  one  hundred  and  sixty  poles  to  a  white  oak  saplin:  thence 
new  lines  north  one  hundred  and  sixty  poles  to  pointers;  north  forty 
de^ees  east  three  hundred  and  fifty-two  poles  to  pointers  in  William 
ly  s  line  and  on  Sally  north  seventy-nine  degrees  east  one  hundred 
poles  to  pointers;  north  sixteen  and  a  g,uarter  degrees  east  one  hun¬ 
ted  and  fifty-four  poles  to  pointers  near  the  road;  thence  a  new 

ine  north  eighty  degrees  east  two  hundred  and  fourteen  poles  to 

pointers  in  Capto  William  Mien’s  line  and  on  Allan's  line  south  seven 
degrees  east  seventy  poles  to  pointers;  south  forty- three  degrees  east 
pointers^  north  thirty-five  and  a  half  degrees  east  two 

undred^and  seventeen  poles  to  Thomas  Turpin's  corner  at  pointers,  and 

on^ Turpin  s  line  south  fifty-eight  degrees  east  eighty  poles  to 
pointers;  south  twenty  degrees  east  forty-eight  poles  to  pointers; 
nor  1  y-eight  degrees  east  forty  poles  to  pointers;  south  thirty- 
wo  degrees  east  forty-five  poles  to  a  white  oak;  north  sixty-six  de- 
^ees  east  two  hundred  and  six  poles  to  pointers;  south  twenty- two 
egrees  west  three  hundred  and  forty-one  poles,  crossing  Hatcher’s 
creek,  to  the  first  station  (four  hundred  acres  part  thereof  being 
ormer  y  planted  unto  Edward  Kelly  by  our  letters  patent  bearing  date 
he  twentieth  day  of  July  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and  thirty-six; 
e  ight  and  Title  of  which  said  four  hundred  acres  is  since  become 
vested  in  the  said  Matthias  Ayres,  and  sixteen  hundred  acres,  the 
residue  of  the  said  tract  never  before  granted.) 


With  all,  etc.,  To^Have,  Hold,  etc.,  to  be  Held,  etc..  Yielding  and 
Provided,  etc..  In  Witness,  etc..  Witness  our  trusty 
and  well-beloved  Robert  Dinwiddie  Esquire,  Lieutenant  Governor  and 
o^nder  in  Chief  of  our  said  Colony  and  Dominion  at  WiUiamsburg, 

^  Colony,  the  tenth  day  of  September, 

MDCCLV  in  the  twenty- ninth  year  of  our  reign. 


SEAL 


/s/  Robert  Dinwiddie 

Land  Office,  Richmond,  Virginia. 

* 


records  of  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  from  the 

records  of  this  office.  WITNESS  my  hand  and  seal  of  office  this  eighth 
day  of  November  I920.  •  cxguiia 


/s/  John  W.  Richardson 

Register  of  the  Land  Office 


Ayres  line  of  Dr.  Brown  Ayres ^  late  President  of  the  University 
of  Tennessee.  Dr.  Ayres  thought  that  his  Ayres  family  was  connected  with 
that  of  Matthias  Ayres ^  hut  if  so  the  compiler  has  not  found  any  connec¬ 
tion.  This  Ayres  family  is  the  Ayres  family  for  which  a  street  in 
Memphis  is  named. 

Jediah  Ayres  married  Patience  Stuart.  They  had  twelve  children: 

1.  Samuel  Ayres.  He  had  six  children^  Lydia^  Stephen^  Emeline,  Julia 
Ann,  Samuel  and  Ann  Maria. 

2.  Levi  Ayres  had  two  children:  William  and  Anna, 

3.  David  Ayres  had  children  named  William  and  Martin. 

4.  Henry  Ayres  had  children  named  Henry  Willis  and  Henryetta  Phoehe. 

5.  John  Ayres.  Seven  children:  Isaac  Newton,  Louise,  Louis,  George, 

Milton,  Benjamin  and  Joseph. 

6.  Isaac  Ayres  married  Mary  Smith  of  Berryville,  Va.  His  children  were 
as  follows: 

1.  Treadwell  Smith  Ayres  married  Catherine  Moshy,  of  Russellville.,- 
Ky.  and  had  Lavinia  who  md  J.  C.  Parker  and  Treadwell  S.  Jr. 

2.  Angus  Wilkinson  Ayres,  no  information. 

3.  Joseph  Furman  Ayres  married  Mary  Wyatt  and  had  Joseph  and  Kate 
who  md  John  C.  Fehles. 

4<.  Amanda  Ayres  md  Samuel  Hart,  of  Carrollton,  Miss.  They  had  Charles, 
Samuel,  Mary,  Minnie,  Emily  and  Isaac  Hart. 

5 .  Horace  Pease  Ayres  died  young. 

6.  Emily  Ayres  md  Dr.  Washington  Stansbury,  Carrollton,  Miss.,  and 
had  Oscar,  Lelia  who  md  Richard  C.  Horne  and  Emily  who  md  Percy  Summer¬ 
ville  . 

7*  Samuel  Warren  Ayres  md  Elizabeth  Cook  in  I85O.  They  were  the 
parents  of  Dr.  William  Cook  Ayres  and  Dr.  Brown  Ayres,  born  I856. 

8.  - 

9.  Martha  Ayres  md  G,  A.  Wells,  Elkton,  Ky.  Had  Ida,  Chas.  &  Jessie. 

10.  Matilda  Ayres  md  Jacob  Wheless  of  Carrollton,  Miss,  and  had  Emily, 
Joseph  Sidney  who  md  Bertha  Fishback,  Matilda  who  md  Gumpert  and  Lydia 
Jamison  who  md  Wm.  Little  Brown  Cook.  The  children  of  this  latter  marriage 
were  Wm.  Ayres  Cook  md  Jane  Aglar  and  Elizabeth  Little  Cook  md  E.  M.  Steele. 

11.  William  Wirt  Ayres,  no  information. 

12.  Lydia  Jane  Ayres,  no  information. 

13.  Isaac  Harrison  Ayres  m  Annie  Roberts,  Russellville,  Ky. 

7-  James  Ayres,  (Jediah  and  Patience)  had  Samuel,  Nicholas,  James  Willis, 
Mary  C. 

8.  Snnie  Ayres,  no  infoimation. 

9-  Elizabeth  Ayres  md  Woodruff.  Their  children:  Henry,  Anna,  Rebecca, 
Isaac,  Mary,  Rhoda,  Eliza,  Washington  and  Anthony. 

10.  Mary  Ayres  md  Rikar.  Ch:  Louis,  Katherine,  Mary  and  John. 

11.  Sarah  Ayres  md  Jones.  Children,  Mary,  John  Garrett,  George,  Eliza¬ 
beth,  Joseph  and  Silas. 

12.  Rachel  Ayres  md  Thomas.  Children  Elizabeth  and  Stephen. 
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Note  by  compiler:  Elizabeth  Cook,  who  md  Samuel  Warren  Ayres  was  a  sis 

^ho  md  Lydia  Jamison  Ayres.  Isaac  Ayres 

C  H^r'  Md  hf  Kercheval,  who  was  the  grandmother  of  Mrs.Tclird 
C.  Norne.  Did  he  marry  twice,  or  is  Mrs.  Steele’s  record  wrong  in  savins 

A^rs  ^fhM^oo  Information  from  Dr.  BrowT 

Ayers  and  his  cousin,  Mrs.  E.  M.  Steele. 

NOTES  FROM  VIRGINIA  STATE  ARCHIVES 

Buckingham  Co,  20243.  Ayers,  Samuel.  Indenture  2  of  Anril  178^ 
between  John  Netherland  of  Powhatac  Co.  Va.  and  Sa^el  A^ef  of  Bulking 

t^e^to  Netherland  bound  his  son,  Wade  Netherland,  as  appren- 

ice  to  Samuel  Ayers  to  learn  the  art  and  trade  and  mysty  (myeste^’)  of 
carpenter.  John  Netherland,  seal.  Samuel  Ayres,  seS..  ^ 

Archives,  County  Recommendations.  Militia 
Officers,  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  Issued  June  26,  1787.  John  WeHs  Ehsim 
in  the  company  commanded  by  Oapt.  William  Allen.  ^  ^ 

a  court^heM'^r  Archives.  Ayres,  Nathan.  At 

a  court  held  for  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  9th  day  of  Jan.  1789.  Nathan  Avers 

Svs  “  =”5^5^  formerly  commanded  by  Capt. 

Sortty."'  ^  person'^for^mlllW 

wf  Ollvla'^''^??’  ^  P?°-  Ayr®®  mentions 

HarrtrmJi-^  ^  WlU  of  James 

&rah  I?  Slen!  ^  Margaret  and  dau. 

500  3*®Aingham  Co.  Va.  Court  Booklet.  Court  Claims.  To  Nathan  Avres 
300  lbs.  gross  fed  beef  Aug.  1,  1783.  To  Nathan  Ayres  for  beS 

CONCERNING  BIBLE  RECORDS 

cover’^LerM  records  which  are  given  in  this  genealogy 

fellies,  and  are  incomplete  in  some  instances.  We  have 

cZ?ier  1917  Mr.  W.  D.  Ayres  wrote  the 

"IheJe  is^’L^oir?  concerning  family  Bibles.  He  said: 

is  in  the  kP^T^-  Bible  at  our  old  family  home  in  Buckingham.  It 

T  1,  keeping  of  my  niece,  Nannie  Sue  Ayres,  Dillwyn  Va  Uncle 

^Mefb  ha4^hIlto  Mc^te 

is  l4e  -  successful.  Like  most  "ancestorlng"  it 

every  inaulS"fs*"c  S“®  "Pn^ny  Wants  a  Comer" .  The  answer  to 
every  inquiry  is  Go  to  the  next  nei^bor". 

The  BSle‘'of^K^?i°‘’  records  is  incomplete  in  some  instances, 

of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres,  which  is  owned  by  Rev. 
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¥.  P.  Hooper^  Pastor  of  Highland  Presbyterian  Church,  Huntington,  W.  Va., 
contains  no  dates  of  marriages  or  death,  though  there  are  two  pages  of 
births.  This  Bible  is  very  old,  was  printed  1T12,  in  London  and  this 
compiler  has  photostat  copies  of  its  pages,  copies  of  its  records, 
scratchings,  etc.,  which  are  given  herein. 

A  family  Bible,  with  pages  between  the  Old  and  New  Testaments  for 
recording  births,  marriages  and  deaths,  was  the  cherished  possession  of 
each  family  able  to  afford  that  treasure,  an  expensive  one  in  times  not 
so  very  remote.  It  became  the  heritage  of  succeeding  generations  and  in 
it  were  preserved  the  family  records. 

In  the  generations  before  the  War  Between  the  States,  after  which 
few  families  in  the  South  could  afford  the  price  of  new  Bibles,  brides 
were  customarily  presented  with  Bibles  and  in  them  were  faithfully  re¬ 
corded  the  family  records.  One  such  Bible  is  extant  in  another  branch 
of  the  compiler’s  ancestry,  given  to  a  son  by  his  father  in  1784,  upon 
his  marriage  and  containing  the  dates  of  the  father’s  father  and  their 
children.  The  custom  in  England  of  giving  the  same  Christian  name  to 
two  or  more  sons  or  daus.  was  not  uncommon.  For  instance,  a  man  might 
have  three  sons  named  Henry  the  Elder,  Henry  the  younger  and  Henry  the 
middle  I  This  practice  was  used  in  one  of  the  families  of  the  compiler’s 
ancestry,  in  which  there  were  two  sons  named  Benjamin  and  two  daus. 
named  Elizabeth. 

With  the  generations  bom  since  the  War  Between  the  States,  the 
family  Bible  ceased  to  be  the  almost  invariable  family  possession  and 
repository  of  records,  sometimes  young  families  could  not  have  their 
Bibles,  This  compiler  has  two  or  three  old  Bibles,  however. 

Before  the  beginning  of  the  present  century,  the  family  photograph 
album,  like  the  family  Bible  was  usually  a  treasured  possession  in  each 
family.  Visiting  relatives  and  friends  were  entertained  by  being  shown 
the  family  photographs,  resulting  in  discussion  of  family  history  and 
genealogy  and  the  dissemination  and  preservation  of  such  knowledge. 

Also,  many  wills  were  signed  by  the  testator  "making  his  mark"  in 
olden  times,  which  were  not  always  by  those  who  were  not  able  to  write, 
but  sometimes  were  sick  or  disabled  at  the  time .  The  same  is  true  in 
regard  to  the  signature  to  deeds,  even  when  the  parties  were  not  disabled 
by  infirmity.  Many  educated  people  and  wealthy  ones  disdained  attention 
to  such  matters,  and  left  the  subscribing  of  their  names  to  their  survi¬ 
vors.  Many  were  careless  about  the  way  they  signed  their  names,  signing 
one  way  at  one  time,  and  even  spelling  it  differently,  so  that  it  is  con¬ 
fusing  to  get  the  records  straight. 

In  times  before  and  sometimes  after  the  Revolutionary  War,  laws  re¬ 
quired,  prior  to  marriage,  marriage  bonds  with  penalties  to  be  paid  by 
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^ondsmen  in  the  event  of  legal  disabilities  to  prevent  marriage. 

The  bondsmen  were  generally  the  prospective  husband  and  the  fathe?,  or 
a  near  relative  of  the  prospective  bride.  Such  laws  arose  from  the 
custom  in  those  tm^  of  settlements  of  property  being  usually  inci- 

about  $2500.00,  and  many  had  to  resort  to  "common  law  marriages,"  or 
marriages  without  all  the  formalities  of  law.  However,  there  is  no 
such  occurence  among  the  families  recorded  in  this  compilation. 

front  page  of  the  old  Ayres  Bible,  which 

Hoo^r,  minister  of  the  Hlghlawn  Presbyterian 
wiurch,  Huntington,  West  Va.  Ihe  records  are  incomplete,  evidently 
copied  from  another  Bible,  as  there  is  no  record  of  marriages  or  deaths 

there  are  two  pages  of  births,  alike.  The  name  "Walter  Leak"  is  ' 
Witten  in  ink,  as  shown. 


Walter 


THE  HEW 


Leak 


TESTAMENT 


of  our 


LORD  AND  SAVIOUR 
JESUS  CHRIST 
Newly  translated  out  of  the  Original  Greek 
TRANSLATIONS 
Diligently  compared  and  Revised 


By  His  Majestie's  Special  Command 


Appointed  to  be  read  in  Churches 


LONDON 


Printed  by  the 
Deceased 
M  D  C  C  X  I  I 


(Page  torn! 
(Page  torn) 
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The  Births  of  Nathan  and  Mary  Ayres  Children. 

Judith  Ayres  was  born  October  the  Ist^  I768. 

John  Ayres  was  bom  January  22nd^  1TT2. 

Samuel  Ayres  was  born  July  19^  1TT^» 

Nathan  Ayres  was  born  December  19th,  ITT^. 

Walter  Ayres  was  born  April  6th,  1779* 

Matthias  Ayres  was  born  August  31st,  I78I. 

Elizabeth  Ayres  was  born  February  26th,  1784. 

Mary  Ayres  was  born  April  8th,  I786. 

Peter  Ayres  was  born  February  4th,  1789* 

Jean  Ayres  was  born  May  l4th,  1791* 

Patsy  Ayres  was  born  August  2,  1793* 

(There  are  two  pages  alike,  except  that  one  does  not  record  the  last 
three  names,  Peter,  Jean  and  Patsy.) 

SCRATCHINGS:  On  various  blank  pages  in  the  Bible  we  find  the  following 
names  written: 

Patsy  Ayres  was  bornd  Matthis  Ayrs 

Walter  Leak  Walter  Leak 

Sam  Ayres  His  Book  Walter  Walter  Walter 

Elisha  Leak  1753  Nathan  Ayres  his  Book 

September  _ I78I. 

Elisha  Leak  was  born  l4th  Feb  1739 

Nathan  Ayres  his  book.  I78O  Jarie  Ayres  her  hand. 

Nathan  Ayres  his  Book  1793 

Below  "End  of  the  Prophets,"  on  blank  space  is  written  this: 

Here  is  ye  spring  where  water  flows  to  quench  our  hearts  from  sin 
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Here  is  ye  tree  where  truth  doth  grow  to  lead  our  lives  therein 
Here  is  ye  Judge  (indecipherable) 

Here  is  ye  bread  that  food  of  life  that  death  cannot  avail 
The  tidings  of  Salvation  dear  comes  to  our  ears  from  thence 
The  foretaste  to  our  faith  is  here  and  shield  of  our  defense 
Read  not  this  book  in  any  case  but  with  single  (page  tom) 

Read  not^  but  first  desire  God’s  grace  to  understand  (page  tom) 

The  following  Bible  records  of  the  descendants  of  Walter  and  Agnes 
(Maxey)  Ayres  were  sent  by  Mamie  Ayres  Runyan^  (Mrs.  W.  T.  Runyan) 
Norbome,  Mo.^  1919* 


BIRTHS 

Walter  Nathaniel  Ayres  was  born  in  Woodford  Co,  Ky.^  May  11^  l820; 

Frances  E.  Foster,  wife  of  Walter  N.  Ayres,  born  in  Paris,  Ky.,  Nov.  6th, 

1825. 

Martha  A.  Ayres  was  born  in  Ky.,  June  28,  l84ij- 

Lucie  J.  Ayres  born  in  Ky.,  May  25th,  l846 

Edward  W.  Ayres  born  in  Ky.,  June  29th,  l848 

Max@y  A.  M.  Ayres  born  in  Ky.,  Nov.  5th,  I85O 

Thomas  F.  Ayres  bom  in  Ky.,  April  I8,  I853 

Elizabeth  T.  Ayres  bom  in  Lexington,  Mo.,  Jan.  8,  1855 

John  W.  Ayres  born  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.,  June  9^  1857 

Susan  S.  Ayres  bom  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.,  Oct.  ITth,  I859 

Miriam  W.  Ayres  born  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.,  Oct.  I9,  I86I 

Roberta  Lee  Ayres  born  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.,  May  6th,  l864 

Nathan  R.  Ayres  born  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.,  Jan.  24th,  I867 

Margaret  F.  Ayres,  born  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.,  Oct.  8th,  I869 

MARRIAGES 

Walter  N.  Ayres  was  married  to  Frances  E.  Foster,  July  25,  1843 

Thomas  Wynne  Scott  was  married  to  Martha  A.  Ayres, June  I3,  1866 
Robert  J.  Thompson  was  married  to  Mary  Agnes  Maxey  Ayres,  May  3^  187O 
Thomas  Loughborough  Gibson  was  married  to  Elizabeth  T.  A^es,  June 

24,  1874 

Edward  W.  Ayres  was  married  to  Susan  M.  Scott,  Sept.  22,  1874 
Albert  Buane  Brown  was  married  to  Susan  S.  Ayres,  Sept.  5^  1877 
George  P.  McCredie  was  married  to  Lucie  J.  Ayres,  Feb.  27,  l882 
William  Trayon  Runyan  was  married  to  Miriam  Ayres,  Oct.  I8,  l882 

Nathan  Ayres  was  married  to  Ollie  Sinift  _ I891 

John  Terrell  Stribling  was  married  to  Margaret  Ayres,  Jan.  I9,  I898 
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DEATHS 


Walter  N.  Ayres  died  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.,  Jan.  l4-th^  18T2 
Frances  E.  Foster,  his  "wife,  died  in  Norhorne,  Mo.,  Aug.  25,  I9OI 

Thomas  F,  Ayres,  son  of  W.  N.  &  F.  E.  Ayres,  died  in  Woodford  Co. 

Ky.,  Sept.  8,  1854 

Roberta  Lee  Ayres  daughter  of  W.  N.  &  F.  E.  Ayres  died  in  Woodford 
Co.  Ky.,  April  15,  18T2 

Martha  Ayres  Scott  died  in  Franklin  Co.  Ky,  Sept.  28,  I876 
John  W.  Ayres  died  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.,  May  l4,  1889 
Edward  W.  Ayres  died  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.,  April  5,  I89T 
Margaret  Ayres  Stribling  died  in  Worbo^e,  Mo.,  Nov.  11,  I902 
Maxey  Ayres  Thompson  died  in  Worborne,  Mo.,  March  7,  I908 
Susan  Ayres  Brown  died  in  Frankfort,  Ky.,  Oct.  24,  I916 

v/- 

The  following  Bible  records  were  collected  and  sent  by  Mrs.  T.  T. 
Runyan,  Worborne,  Mo.,  -  she  was  Miriam  W.  Ayres,  (called  Mamie). 

Elizabeth  Thomas  Ayres  was  born  Jan.  18,  1855,  married  to  Thomas 
Loughborough  Gibson,  June  24,  1874.  Their  children: 

William  Leslie  Gibson  was  born  April  28,  1875 J 
Elizabeth  Foster  Gibson  was  bom  Oct.  6,  1877^ 

Walter  Ayres  Gibson  was  born  May  20,  1879^ 

Lucile  Gibson  was  born  March  2,  I88I; 

-Isabella  Lou^borough  Gibson  was  born  Aug.  26,  I883; 

Frances  Thompson  Gibson  was  bom  Jan.  21,  1886; 

.Maxey  T.  Gibson  was  born  Oct.  I9,  l888j 
Miriam  R.  Gibson  was  born  Wov.  21,  189O; 

•Martha  Scott  Gibson  was  born  Feb.  20,  1893; 

Margaret  0.  Gibson  was  born  Dec.  10,  1895; 

•Thomas  L.  Gibson,  Jr.  was  born  June  4,  1897; 

Edward  Preston  Gibson  was  bom  Sept.  3,  1901; 

Isabella  Loughborough  died  July  9,  I886; 

Maxey  T.  Gibson  died  April  21,  I89O; 

Martha  Scott  Gibson  died  Jan.  25,  1894; 

Thomas  L.  Gibson,  Jr.  died  Dec.  J,  I898; 

Thomas  L.  Gibson,  Sr.,  died  April  13^  191T; 

J.  Terrell  Stribling  and  Elizabeth  F.  Gibson  were  married  Sept.  7^  1904; 
J.  T.  Stribling,  Jr.  was  born  July  I8,  I9O7; 

Elizabeth  Ayres  Stribling  was  born  Wov.  28,  1913; 

Walter  L.  Blair  and  Lucile  Gibson  were  married  August  15^  1904; 

William  L.  Gibson  and  Mary  Teeter  were  married  Aug.  l4,  1907; 

Thomas  L.  Gibson  was  born  Feb.  _ 1911; 
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Albert  Teeter  Gibson  was  born  April  22,  1913; 

A.  B.  Cassell  and  Frances  T.  Gibson  were  married  Nov.  12,  I9IO; 

John  L.  Cassell  was  born  Oct.  31^  1911; 

Thomas  Gibson  Cassell  was  born  Dec.  25,  1913; 

Margaret  Elizabeth  Cassell  was  born  April  1,  I9IT; 

Frances  Virginia  Cassell  was  born  May  5^  1919; 

Walter  Ayres  Gibson  and  Maye  Brown  were  married  June  25,  I9IT; 

William  Walter  Gibson  was  bom  March  5^  1919; 

John  G.  Reynolds  and  Miriam  R.  Gibson  were  married  Sept.  23,  1919; 

Hu^  L.  Pattie  and  Lucile  Blair  Gibson  were  married  May  21,  I916; 

Thoma.s  Wynne  Scott  was  bom  May  25,  1843; 

Martha  Anne  Ayres  was  born  June  28,  l844j 

Thomas  Wynne  Scott  and  Martha  Anne  Ayres  were  married  June  13,  I866; 

Thomas  Wynne  Scott  died  Nov.  29,  1913; 

Martha  Anne  Ayres  died  Sept.  28,  I876; 

Elizabeth  Jane  Scott  was  born  April  12,  186T; 

Rebecca  Wilmot  Scott  was  born  May  11,  1868; 

Martha  Thomas  Scott  was  bom  April  26,  187O; 

Walter  Ayres  Scott  was  bom  May  21,  1873; 

Elizabeth  Jane  Scott  was  bom  April  12,  I867; 

Elizabeth  Jane  Scott  and  Edward  N.  Sager  were  married  Feb.  13,  1894; 
Rebecca  Wilmot  Scott  and  William  Blaikie  were  married  Oct.  6,  I89I; 
Martha  Thomas  Scott  and  James  R.  Thompson  were  married  Jan.  4,  1893; 

Thomas  Wynn  Scott  Thompson  was  born  Aug.  21,  1893; 

James  Robert  Thompson,  Jr.  was  born  Jan.  8,  1897; 

George  H.  Sager  and  Nellie  Cheatham  Rodman  were  married  Nov.  11,  I9IT; 

Edward  Walter  Ayres  and  Susan  Elizabeth  Scott  married  Sept. _  1874; 

Sidney  Jane  Ayres  was  born  June  _ 1875; 

Walter  Nathaniel  Ayres  was  bom  Sept. _ I878; 

Martha  Ann  Ayres  was  bom  I88I; 

Martha  Ann  Ayres  died  1883; 

Benjamin  Thomas  Bedford  &  Sidney  Jane  Ayres  married  June _ 1899; 

Sidney  Ayres  Bedford  died  Dec.  1915; 

Martha  Jane  Thompson  was  born  March  26,  I908; 

George  Henry  Sager  was  born  June  I8,  1895; 
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James  Edmond  Thompson  was  horn  Dec.  26,  19l6; 

Dorothy  Josephine  Thompson  was  horn  Feh.  2k,  1919 j 

Thomas  ¥.  Scott  Thompson  &  Dorothy  Mulcahy  were  married  Apr.  12,  19T2; 
James  Robert  Thompson,  Jr.  &  Lulu  Katherine  Scmggs  were  married  July 

23,  1919; 

Elizabeth  Scott  Sager  died  Jan.  26,  I89T; 

Rebecca  Scott  Blaikie  died  July  11,  1919^ 

Walter  Ayres  Scott  died  Jan.  11,  191^; 

The  following  Bible  records  were  sent  by  Florence  (Robinson) 
Caldwell,  (Mrs.  W.  E.  Caldwell,  Chicago,  Illinois). 

Michael  Waller  Robinson  died  July  23,  1912,  buried  at  Graceland  Cemetery, 
Chicago; 

Walter  Brooks  Robinson  died  March  21,  I905,  buried  at  Richland  Cemetery, 
McCredie,  Mo.; 

Herbet  Beverly  Robinson  died  Feb.  l4,  I9II,  buried  Graceland; 

Harold  Hemingway  Robinson  died  Aug.  26,  1904,  buried  Graceland; 

Ethel  Gertrude  McCormick  (nee  Robinson)  died  at  Duluth,  Minn.,  June  IT, 
1905.  Buried  in  Graceland  Cemetery,  Chicago. 


Hie  following  Bible  records  were  sent  by  Miss  Susie  Robinson, 
McCredie,  Mo. 


Name 


Birth 


Married 


Died 


Judith  Aim  Robinson  6-29-1824 
Agnes  Jane  Robinson  10-2-1826 
Walter  Ayres  Robinson  6-IO-I829 


John  P.  Sallee,  7-17-1843  2-22-1972 
Samuel  Thornhill  8-I6-I852 
Mary  Martine  11-9-1853  4-22-1893 
Rachel  M.  Patterson  2-8-1865 


Nancy  Waller  Robinson 
John  Edward  Robinson 


Pike  Porter 
Annie  Wardwell 


6-21-1832 
1-10-1835 

Michael  Waller  Robinson  10-13-1837  Nora  Paddock 

Addison  Lewis  Robinson  7-8-l840  Nannie  Sharp  9-l4-l876 

Mary  Elizabeth  Robinson  5-l4-l844  George  P.  McCredie 


4-24-1880 
Fall  1912 

6-18-1914 

4«2-1875 


Walter  Ayres 

4-6-1779 

Agnes  Maxey 

12-11-1800 

5«21-1838 

Agnes  Ayres 

7-29-1781 

Walter  Ayres 

12-11-1800 

9-22-1837 

Elizabeth  A.  Ayres 

2-12-1802 

William  Gerard 

3-15-1825 

May  1845 

Mary  B.  Ayres 

2-12-1802 

John  Robinson 

7-29-1823 

2-i4-i884 

Edward  M.  Ayres 

1-3-1804 

Margaret  Jones 

6-25 -i84o 

2-14-1879 

Judith  Ayres 

12-11-1805 

A.  G,  Watts 

.5-15-1823 

10-6-1823 

Nathan  Ayres 

2-22-1808 

Mary  R.  Richmond  12-17-1829 

John  M.  Ayres 

9-1-1811 

Mary  W.  Cook 

3-14-1836 

Leviaa  Jane  Ayres 

12-2-1817 

Noah  Flood 

6-19-1838 

Agnes  M.  Ayres 
Walter  N.  Ayres 

12-2-1817 

5-11-1820 

Never  married 

]yfe,rtha  A.  Foster  9-22-l840  I-I3-I836 

Frances  E.  "  7-25-1843  l-l4-l872 
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The  following  records  are  from  Bihle  owned  hy  Miss  Emma  V.  Brooks, 
Penlan,  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  and  were  transmitted  to  the  compiler  hy  Mr. 
J.  M,  Hill,  Dresden,  Tenn. 


BIRTHS 

John  B.  Ayres  was  horn  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  179^^  June  11 th; 

Maria  Ford  was  horn  May  23,  1797 

Elizabeth  Hannah  Ayres  (daughter  of  John  B.  and  Maria  Ayers)  was  horn 
October  17,  l8l7; 

Albert  B.  Ayres  (son  of  do)  was  horn  Dec.'  ^,  .l8l9; 

John  William  Ayres  (son  of  do)  was  horn  June  l4,  1822; 

Samuel  Ford  Ayres  was  horn  (son  of  do)  Jan.  1^,  l826; 

Maria  Ann ’Ayres  (daughter  of  do)  "was  horn  April  20,  1828; 

Mary  F.  Ayres  was  horn  24th  February,  1833; 

Susannah  Ayi'es  was  horn  July  20,  1835; 

Nathan  ¥.  Ayres  was  horn  December  5'th,  I836; 

Robert  M.  Ayres  was  horn  June  12,  1838; 

Edward  M.  Ayres  was  horn  April  1,  l840: 

Lewis  S.  Ayres  "was  horn  August  l84l) 

Emmeline  M.  Ayres  was  horn  June  22,  1843; 

Nancy  L.  Ayi'es  was  horn  April  10,  l846  (or  45^  figures  blurred); 

John  Burette  Chambers  (son  of  John  and  Maria  Chambers  was  bom  July  4, 
l846; 

John  Bouvier  Ayres  (Son  of  John  W.  &  Elizabeth  W.  Ayres)  "was  horn 
July  17,  1846; 

Eliza  ¥.  Ayres,  wife  of  John  W.  Ayres,  was  horn  Nov.  I8,  l824,  in  Union- 
town,  Pa.; 

Albert  Clarence  Ayres,  son  of  Albert  B.  and  Mary  C.  Ayres  "was  horn  J’une 

3;  1856. 


MARRIAGES 

John  B.  Ayres  was  married  to  Maria  Ford  December  4,  I816; 

John  B.  Ayres  was  married  to  Mary  M.  Moseley  March  24,  1832; 

Matthias  L.  Ayres  was  married  to  Martha  R.  Hanes  l6th  November,  l84l, 
eldest  daughter  of  Elijah  G.  Hanes; 

John  ¥.  Ayres  was  married  to  Miss  Williams  of  Cincinnati,  Ohio,  May  the 

29th,  1845; 

R.  H.  Hill  was  married  to  Susannah  Ayres,  of  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.,  Sept. 

13,  1855; 

Albert  B.  Ayres  "was  married  to  Mary  C.  Billerheck  Sept.  13^  1855; 

Robert  M.  Ayres  was  married  to  India  Clayton  Oct.  30,  186I; 

E.  M.  Ayres  was  married  to  V.  R.  Brooks  August  10,  l864; 
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Nannie  L.  Ayres  was  married  to  Henry  Brent  Oct.  30^  1866; 

Nathan  W.  -Harris  was  married  to  Mary  V.  Harris  Dec. _ 186T; 

- 

Mary  Susie  Brooks  was  married  to  ¥.  T.  Putney^  October  30 j,  1883; 

Lizzie  G.  Brooks  was  married  to  T.  M^  Agee,  Jr.,  Nov.  l8,  1887; 

Hettie  M.  Brooks  was  married  to  J.  T.  Nuckles^  Oct. 

The  following  records  were  sent  hy  Mrs.  R.  R.  Anderson^  Gatenville^ 
Texas.  She  states  they  were  copied  from  a  paper  found  in  Martha  H. 

Ayres'  Bible.  The  paper  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Myrtle  (Buckley)  Ayres. 

John  Ayres  and  Elizabeth  Bransford  were  married  August  1793- 

Elijah  G.  Hanes  and  Mary  J.  Brown  were  married  25th  November  1824. 

Matthias  Leake^  youngest  child  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Ayres  was  born  11th 
December  I813. 

Martha  Rebecca^  oldest  child  of  Elijah  G.  and  Mary  J.  Hanes  was  5'th  Nov. 

1825 . 

Matthias  Leake  Ayres  and  Martha  Rebecca  Hanes  were  united  in  the  Lord  on 
the  16th  November  l84l  by  Rev.  G.  ¥.  Blain  at  Old  Humanity. 

John  Garland,  their  oldest  son,  was  bom  at  Old  Humanity  the  22nd  January 
1845,  dedicated  to  the  Lord  by  the  Rev.  J.  ¥.  Childs  the  following  summer 
on  August  20th. 

Samuel  Bransford,  their  second  son,  was  born  9'th  April  1845  at  Edge  Hill, 
dedicated  to  the  Lord  October  following  by  Rev.  A.  Dibress. 

Thomas  Eldridge,  third  son,  was  born  13th  June  1847  at  Edge  Hill  and 
dedicated  to  the  Lord  10th  of  Sept.  l848  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Blackwell. 

James  Nathan,  fourth  son,  was  born  9'bh  June  1849  at  Edge  Hill  and  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  Lord  l6th  Nov.  1849  his  grandfather.  Rev.  John  Ayres. 

¥illie  Leake,  fifth  son,  was  bom  17th  April  185I  at  Edge  Hill  and 
dedicated  to  the  Lord  l6th  Nov.  following  by  his  GrandPa,  Rev.  John  Ayres. 

Elijah  Hanes,  sixth  son  of  M,  L.  and  M.  R.  Ayres, was  bom  13th  June  1853 
and  dedicated  to  the  Lord  by  Rev.  J.  C.  Blackwell,  a  few  days  before  his 
father  left  us  for  a  brighter  and  happier  clime. 

(On  other  side  of  paper) 

Married  Dec.  l6th  at  the  residence  of  the  bride's  mother  by  the  Rev.  ¥. 

A.  Scott  D.D. 

John  Garland  Ayres  to  Maggie  Macbeth,  born  of  San  Francisco,  Calif., 
formerly  of  Richmond,  Va.  and  New  Orleans,  La.,  respectively. 
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John  Garland;,  Jr.;,  son  of  John  G.  and  Maggie  M.  AyreS;,  vas  horn  in  San 
Francisco^  Sept.  l6th,  18t6. 

Elsie  and  Ruby,  twin  daughters  of  John  Garland  and  Maggie  M.  Ayres,  was 
born  in  San  Francisco,  March  24th,  18t8. 

(Written  across  on  the  paper) 

Matthias  L.  Ayres  fell  asleep  in  Jesus  Oct.  29th,  1853 

M.  R.  Ayres  departed  this  life  Mar.  19'th,  1855  "to  follow  the  footsteps 

of  her  beloved  husband. 

Family  record  of  MATTHIAS  AIRES  (IT8I-I851)  as  it  appears  in  the 
Bible  formerly  owned  by  him  and  now  in  the  possession  of  Marcus  Ayres 
Bates,  of  Parma,  Idaho. 

On  the  fly-leaf  is  written,  "Matt  Ayres’  Bible,  May  7,  l846." 

BIRTHS 

Matthias  Ayres  born  August  31st,  1T81 
Nancy  G.  Howell  bom  September  1st,  1T9T 

Susan  Ayres  was  born  the  22nd  of  Febmary,  I815 
Walter  Leake  Ayres  was  born  29th  of  March,  I8IT 
Sarah  Matilda  Ayres  was  bom  March  I6,  I819 
Benjamin  Franklin  Ayres  was  born  Feb.  16,  l821 
Ann  Elizabeth  Ayres  was  born  23rd  Nov.,  1822 
Samuel  Matthias  Ayres  was  born  10th  May,  I825 
Mary  Jane  Ayres  born  15th  January,  I827 
John  Howell  Ayres  born  9  Sept.,  I83O 
Isabella  Hales  Ayres  born  6th  April,  I832 
Peter  Nathan  Ayres  born  21st  July,  1834 
Catherine  Virginia  Ayres  born  19th  March,  I836 
Josephine  Maria  Louisa  Ayres  born  2nd  November,  1838 
Martha  Judith  Leake  Ayers  born  May  8,  1828 

MARRIAGES 

l^Iatthias  Ayres  married  to  Nancy  G.  Howell  the  19th  of  Jan.  A.D.,  l8l4. 

Susan  Ayres  married  to  Samuel  A.  Ford  29th  July,  1829 
Sarah  M.  Ayres  married  to  Isham  R.  Gilliam  l8th  Feb.,  1834 
Ann  E.  Ayres  married  to  Fayette  H.  Gilliam  4th  July,  I83T 
Walter  L.  Ayres  married  to  Sarah  M.  Embree  l4tn  Auguat,  I838 
Benjamin  F.  Ayres  married  to  Mary  Ann  F.  Wooldridge  27th  May  l840 
Mary  J.  Ayres  married  to  Abner  J.  Watson  30th  May  1843 
Samuel  M.  Ayres  married  to  Priscilla  F.  Priest  March  24th,  l846 
Martha  J.  L.  Ayres  married  to  Matthew  Cheatham  1st  of  Nov.,  l848 
Benjamin  F.  Ayres  married  to  Martha  J.  Wooldridge  Dec.  28,  I852 
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Peter  N.  Ayres  married  to  Eldora  J.  Eorvell  27  April,  1854 
Virginia  C.  Ayres  married  to  Peter  ¥.  Land  Nov.  21,  1855 
Josephine  M.  L.  Ayres  married  to  Robert  F.  Land  Feb.  10th,  l864 

DEATHS 

Isabella  Hales  Ayres  departed  this  life  the  28th  day  of  May  at  35  minutes 
after  2  o'clock,  Anne  Domini  1847,  aged  15  years  1  month  and  22  days. 

Samuel  M.  Ayres  departed  this  life  the  19th  day  of  November  A.D.  I85O  at 
James  Bar,  Moquelmas  River,  California,  aged  25  years,  6  months  and  9 
days. 

Matthias  Ayres  departed  this  life  on  the  8th  day  of  May,  A.D.  I85I,  aged 
69  years,  8  months  and  8  days. 

John  M.  Ayres  departed  this  life  on  the  17th  day  of  Sept.  A.D.  I85I,  on 
Rich  Bar,  North  Fork  of  Feather  River,  California,  aged  21  years  and  6 
days. 

Sarah  M.  (Ayres)  Gilliam  departed  this  life  Sept.  9'th,  1855^  aged  35 
years,  5  months  and  26  days. 

I.  R.  Gilliam  departed  this  life  August  25,  l864 

(All  of  the  foregoing  record  is  in  the  handwriting  of  our  great¬ 
grandmother,  Nancy  Gilliam  (Howell)  Ayres. 

N.  G.  Ayres  died  March  4,  l884 

Benjamin  F.  Ayres  departed  this  life  Feb.  6,  I889 
Mary  G.  Watson  died  July  11,  I89O 

Peter  N.  Ayres  died  _ 

Susan  Ford  died 

Virginia  F.  Land  died  _ _ 

(The  foregoing  is  copied  from  records  taken  from  an  older  Bible  than 
mine  and  included  in  and  handed  down  with  my  volume  from  my  great  grand¬ 
mother  . ) 

Family  record  of  Walter  Leake  Ayres,  son  of  Matthias  and  Nancy  G. 
(Howell)  Ayres. 

BIRTHS 

Walter  L.  Ayres,  March  29th,  I817 
Sarah  M.  Embree,  Sept.  l4th,  1819 

Mary  E.  Ayres,  Aug.  10th,  1839 
Nannie  N.  Ayres,  April  8th,  l84l 
Marcus  A.  Ayres,  May  23,  1842 


Thomas  M.  Ayres ^  May  ITth^  l844 
Irene  B.  Ayres,  March  12th,  l846 
William  A.  Ayres,  Feh.  13th,  l848 
Walter  L.  Ayres,  Jim.,  Feh.  ITth,  I85O 
John  Ho  Ayres,  Jime  IJth,  I852 
Virginia  F.  Ayres,  Oct.  10th,  1854 
Susan  J.  Ayres,  Sept.  8th,  1856 
Maggie  E.  Ayres,  Jan.  29th,  i860 
Benjamin  F.  Ayres,  June  13th,  I861 
Maria  C.  Ayres,  Nov.  IJth,  I863 


MARRIAGES 

Walter  L.  Ayres  to  Sarah  M.  Emhree,  Aug.  l4,  I838 

Mary  E.  Ayres  to  David  Edwards,  Feh.  29th,  I855 
Nannie  H.  Ayres  to  A.  Bates,  Feh.  23,  l864 
Marcus  A.  Ayres  to  Mary  H.  Batsell,  Aug.  24th,  I865 
William  A.  Ayres  to  Harriett'  Terry,  Dec.  23,  1869 
Susan  J.  Ayres  to  W.  G.  Stapp,  Feh.  22,  I87T 
William  A.  Ayres  to  Ella  J.  Roe,  Feh.  13,  1878 
Leake  Ayres  to  Sarah  A.  Haynie,  April  4th,  1878 
Maria  0.  Ayres  to  J.  E.  Nickell,  June  5th,  1879 
Maggie  E.  Ayres  to  Thomas  H.  Page,  Jan.  4th,  I88O 
B,  P,  Ayres  to  J.  Evans,  l8th  Oct.  1883 
John  H.  Ayres  to  Willa  Morgan,  Jan.  l4,  I886,  in  Texas 

DEATHS 


Thomas  M.  Ayres,  Nov.  19th,  1853 

Virginia  F.  Ayres,  Aug.  25th,  1855 

Irene  B,  Ayres,  died  April  27th,  l884 

Clarence  Ayres,  son  of  W.  A.  Ayres,  died  May  2nd,  l884 

Mary  E.  Edwards,  died  Sept.  6,  I887 

Walter  L.  Ayres,  Sr.,  was  horn  March  29th,  1817,  departed  this  life 
Oct.  12th,  1892 

Sarah  Marie  Ayres,  died  December  9th,  1911^  aged  92  years,  2  months, 

25  days 

Walter  leake  Ayres,  Jr.,  died  May  4,  I916 

Nannie  N.  Bates,  died  April  24,  I916,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Marcus  A.  Ayres,  died  Oct.  17^  1915 ^  Texas 

William  Albert  Ayres,  died  Oct.  19^  1916,  Kansas  City,  Kansas. 

STATE  OF  IDAHO  ) 

COUNTY  OF  VALLEY  )  S.S. 

Marcus  A.  Bates,  of  McCall,  County  of  Valley,  State  of  Idaho,  being 
first  duly  sworn,  deposes  and  says:  That  the  foregoing  pages  numbered 
1,  2  and  3^  is  a  full,  true  and  correct  copy  of  the  family  records  of 
Matthias  Ayres  and  Walter  Leake  Ayres,  as  the  same  appears  in  the  family 
Bible  of  Matthias  Ayres,  now  in  possession  of  the  said  Marcus  Ayres  Bates, 
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excepting  those  parts  in  parentheses,  ‘which  have  been  inserted  by  him. 


/s/  Marcus  Ayres  Bates 

Subscribed  and  sworn  to  before  me  this  23rd  day  of  October,  I920. 

Helga  M.  Cook 
Notary  Public, 

McCall,  Idaho . 


RECORDS  FROM  THE  FAMILY  BIBLE  OF  F.  H.  GILLIAM 

F.  H.  Gilliam  was  married  to  Anne  E.  Ayres,  July  k,  l83T^  three  o'clock. 
His  children  were  and  were  married  as  follows: 

Virginia  Frances  to  George  Young,  Jan.  8,  I862  at  8  o'clock 
Leroy  H.  Gilliam  to  Cornelia  Moorman,  May  26,  l864,  3  o'clock 
Marcella  Ann  Gilliam  to  Leonidas  Hughes,  June  21,  I865,  7  o'clock 
Wm,  M.  Gilliam  to  Maiy  I.  Moorman,  Jan.  16,  I868,  7  o'clock 
Mary  Eva  Gilliam  to  Phillip  H.  Franklin,  May  1,  I872,  7  o'clock 
Luther  0.  Gilliam  to  Mattie  J.  Woodson,  Jan.  10,  1877^  7:15  o'clock 

BIRTHS  OF  F.  H.  AND  ANN  E.  GILLIAM'S  CHILDREN 

F.  H,  Gilliam,  bom  March  30,  l8l^.  Prince  Edward  Co.  Va. 

Elizabeth  Ann  Ayres,  born  Nov.  23,  1822 

Children  as  follows: 

Wii.  Gilliam,  born  Oct.  6,  I838 
Virginia  Frances  Gilliam,  born  Oct.  22,  l840 
Leroy  M.  Gilliam,  bom  April  3^  1842 
‘Anrabella  B.,  born  March  l844 
Marcella  A.  &  La-ura  E.  Gilliam,  born  Sept.  9^  1845 

•  Lientelius  R.  Gilliam,  bom  Feb.  25,  l848 
Mary  Eva  Gilliam,  born  J-une  10,  I85O 
Luther  0.  Gilliam,  born  April  9^  I852 

•  Baby  born  to  F.  H.  &  E.  A.  Gilliam,  Jan.  10,  i860 

DEATHS  OF  F.  H.  AND  E.  A.  GILLIAM  FAMILY 

Arrabella  B.,  died  J'uly  22nd,  l844,  aged  4  months 
Baby,  died  Jan.  24,  i860,  aged  l4  days 

Lientelius  R.  Gilliam,  died  in  December,  aged  I7  years,  6  mos.,  15  days 
Luther  0.  Gilliam,  died  Sept.  25,  1877  on  farm  near  Cambridge,  Mo. 

Ann  E.  Gilliam,  beloved  ‘wife  of  F.  H.  Gilliam,  died  Wednesday  morning 
at  half  past  ten.  Sept.  I9,  1877^  aged  54  years,  9  mos.,  2  days,  at  her 
home  near  Cambridge,  Mo. 

Fayette  Henry  Gilliam,  died  April  8,  1912,  Marshall,  Mo.,  aged  98  years, 
8  days.  Bom  l8l4,  March  30,  Prince  Edward  Co.,  Virginia 
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William  M.  Gilliam,  died  on  Ms  farm  near  Rockford,  Mo. 

Virginia  Frances  Gilliam,  died  in  Marshall,  Mo. 

Marcella  Ann  Gilliam  Hughes,  died  in  Marshall,  Mo. 

Mary  Eva  Gilliam  Franklin,  died  in  Marshall,  Mo. 

William  E.  Parrish,  born  Aug.  23,  lQk2.  Laura  E.  Parrish,  bom  Sept. 
9^  18^5 ^  Cambridge,  Mo.  Married  Oct.  9;  I868. 

Eva  Pearl  Parrish,  born  Miami,  Mo.,  Aug.  9;  1869 
Hester  Parrish,  born  Miami,  Mo.,  March  9^  I87I 
Willie  Parrish,  bom  Miami,  Mo.,  May  3}  18T3 
Annie  Laurie  Parrish,  born  Miami,  Mo.,  Dec.  3}  18T5 
William  Judd  Parrish,  bom  Miami,  Mo.,  March  22,  I878 
Virginia  Pet  Parrish,  born  Miami,  Mo.,  Aug.  22,  188O 
Martha  Mildred  Parrish,  bom  Miami,  Mo.,  Oct.  26,  I882 
George  Hawkins  Parrish,  born  Marshall,  Mo.,  Dec.  28,  l884 
Gilliam  Young  Parrish,  bom  Marshall,  Mo.,  May  25,  1889 

MARRIAGES 

Willie  Parrish  to  Frank  L.  Brown,  Marshall,  Mo.,  M.  E.  Church  South, 
Jan.  10,  1893^  ^  o’clock 

Hester  Parrish  to  Charles  W.  Lacy,  Marshall,  Mo.,  M.  E.  Church  South 
Laura  E.  Parrish  to  Thomas  William  Lacy,  Marshall,  Mo.,  at  home, 
April  3)  1900,  at  8  o’clock 

W.  J.  Parrish  to  Lillian  K.  Kinsel,  Sept.  1^,  1902,  in  California. 
Mildred  to  Edwin  Guitar,  Marshall,  Mo.,  M.  E.  Church,  South 
Pearl  Parrish  to  Sheiman  P.  Houston,  Marshall,  Mo.,  at  home  Feb.  28, 
1906,  2  P.M. 

Gilliam  Y.  Parrish  to  Pauline  Hubbell,  Leavenworth,  Kans.,  Jan.  28, 

1909 

George  H.  Parrish  to  Harte  (Irvine)  Barnett,  at  her  home. 

Frank  L.  Brown,  died  in  Deaconess  Hospital,  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  June  21, 
1913,  10  A.M.  Buried  at  Marshall,  Mo.  Ridge  Park  Cemetery. 

RECORDS  COPIED  FROM  BIBLE  OWEED  BY  CELSUS  YOUNG 

Wm.  M.  Gilliam,  born  Oct.  6,  I838 
Virginia  F.  Gilliam,  born  Oct.  22,  l840 
Leroy  M.  Gilliam,  born  April  3^  1842 
Arrabella  B.,  born  March  9^  l844 
Marcella  and  Laura,  born  Sept.  9^  1845 
Lientelius  R.,  bom  Feb.  25,  l848 
Mary  Eva  Gilliam,  born  June  10,  I85O 
Luther  Olin  Gilliam,  born  April  9,  1853 
Fayette  H.,  born  March  30,  l8l4 
Elizabeth  Ann,  born  Nov.  23,  1822 
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Henry  Claude  Youngs  "born  Nov.  21,  l862 
George  Maurice  Young,  lorn  Sept.  10,  l864 
Celsus  Young,  bom  Oct,  24,  l866 
Annie  Cora  Young,  lorn  Aug.  19,  l868 
Melvin  Meredith  Young,  lorn  June  20,  I87I 
Lura  Edna  Young,  lorn  May  5^  18T3 
Fayette  Gilliam  Young,  lorn  June  I7,  1875 
Mary  Eva  Young,  lorn  Jan.  17^  I878 
Phy lander  Hi^land  Young,  lorn  July  4,  188O 
Virginia  Frances  Young,  lorn  Sept.  21,  l882 

Fayette  H.  Gilliam  was  maixied  to  Ann  E.  Ayres  July  4,  at  3  o’clock 
P.M.,  1837 

Vir^nia  F.  Gilliam  married  George  Young  at  5  P.M. ,  I862 
William  M.  Gilliam  married  Mary  J.  Moorman,  Jan.  16,  I878,  J  A.M. 
Lizzie  Gilliam  married  William  Parrish,  Oct.  7^  I868,  J  P.M. 

Mary  Eva  Gilliam  married  Phil  H.  Franklin,  May  1,  I872,  7  P.M. 

L.  0.  Gilliam  married  Mattie  J.  Woodson,  Jan.  10,  1877^  7  P.M. 

F.  H,  Gilliam  married  Margaret  Swinney,  March  I5,  I88I 

Arralella  B.,  died  July  22,  l844 
Bale,  died  Jan.  24,  i860, '  aged  l4  days 

Lientelius  R.  Gilliam,  died  at  Denver  City,  Colo.,  Sept.  9^  I865 
Ann  E.  Gilliam,  died  Sept.  I9,  1877^  aged  5^  years,  9  mos.,  27  days 
L.  0.  Gilliam,  died  Sept.  25,  I877 

Wm.  M.  Gilliam,  died  Fel.  23,  1908^  at  his  home  in  Atchison,  Mo. 
Fayette  H.  Gilliam,  died  at  the  home  of  his  dau^ter,  Virginia  Young, 
April  8,  1912. 

The  list  lelow,  of  the  children  of  Moses  and  Judith  (Ayres) 
Spencer  was  transmitted  ly  Mr.  Malen  Jones,  of  Columlia,  S.C.,  who 
received  it  from  Charles  H.  Jones,  Denver,  Colorado,  a  descendant 
of  Charles  Lee  and  Elizaleth  Leak  (Spencer)  Jones. 


Moses  Spencer  was  lorn  January  3^  17^3 
Judith  Spencer  was  lom  October,  I768 


Great  grandmother,  Mary  Leak 
Great  grandfather.  Nock  Spencer 


Martha  Spencer 
Judith  Spencer 


Samuel  Spencer 
Moses  A.  Spencer 


John  Spencer 


Nathan  Spencer 
Polly  Spencer 
Hart  Spencer 


September  28,  I786 
June  30,  1788 
March  24,  1790 
August  26,  1793 
January  8,  179T 
May  21,  1805 
June  15,  1808 
September  l4,  18II 


31 


Another  List  from  Mr.  Jones 


Moses  Spencer 
Judith  Ayres 

John  Spencer 
Nathan  Spencer 
Polly  Spencer 
Hart  Spencer 
Samuel  A.  Spencer 
Elizabeth  L. 

James 
Moses  A. 

Martha 

Judith 


Jan.  3^  1765 
Oct.  1,  1768 

Sept.  28;  1786 
June  30,  1788 
March  2k,  1790 
Aug.  26,  1793 
Jan.  8;  1797 
Nov.  18,  1799 
April  18,  1802 
May  21,  1805 
June  15 ,  1808 
Sept,  ik,  1811 


STEPHEN  FUQUA  BIBLE  RECORDS 
From  BAR  Magazine,  April  1958,  page  377* 

Part  of  Genealogical  Material  submitted  by  the  Genealogical  Records 
Committee,  Russellville  Kentucky  Chapter  BAR. 

Stephen  Fuq.ua  and  Susannah  Garrod  -were  married  Bee.  17,  1790 
Stephen  Fuq.ua  and  Nancy  Ayres  were  married  Oct.  6,  l8li^- 

BIRTHS 

Stephen  Etiqua  was  bom  Feb.  22,  A.B.  I789 

Susannah  Fuqua,  his  wife,  was  bom  February  22,  1772 

Sarah  Fuqua,  dau.  of  Stephen  and  Susannah  Fuqio^  was  bom  Oct.  7,  179d 

Mary  Fuqua,  dau.  of  Stephen  and  Susannah  Fuqua,  was  bom  Oct.,  li)-,  179° 

Stephen,  son  of  Stephen  and  Susannah  Fuqua,  was  born  July  22,  180L 

Matthew  H.,  son  of  Stephen  and  Susannah  Fuqua,  ’was  born  March  1,  I807 

Elizabeth  Ann,  dau.  of  Stephen  and  Susannah  Fuqua,  -was  bom  Sept.  3,  I81I 

Jos.  M.  Fuqua,  son  of  Stephen  and  Susannah  Fuqua,  was  born  Sept.  3,  I8II 

William  G.,"^  son  of  Stephen  and  Susannah  Fuqua,  was  bom  Nov.  I9,  I813 

Martha  Jane,  dau  of  Stephen  and  Nancy  Etiqua,  was  bom  July  I8,  1815 

Susannah,  dau  of  Stephen  and  Nancy  Fuqixa,  was  born  Bee.  30,  I816 

John  A.,  son  of  Stephen  and  Nancy  Fuqua,  was  bom  Feb.  20,  I818 

Moses,  son  of  Stephen  and  Nancy  Fuqua,  was  born  Jan.  26,  l820 

Virginia,  dau.  of  Stephen  and  Nancy  Fuqua,  was  born  May  6,  1822 

Nancy  Fuqua,  consort  of  Stephen  Eiiqixa,  was  born  Feb.  20,  I782 

BEATHS 

Susannah  Fuqua,  consort  of  Stephen  Fuqua,  departed  this  life  Bee.  2,  1813 
Stephen  Fuqua,  Jr.,  departed  this  life,  July _ 1833 

Martha  Jane,  dau.  of  Stephen  and  Nancy  Fuqua,  departed  this  life,  Nov., 

1827 
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Stephen  Fugna,  Sr.,  departed  this  life,  Sept.  21,  1843 

Moses  Fuqua,  departed  this  life,  Nov.  %  I852 

Nancy  Fuqua,  wife  of  Stephen  Fuqua,  Sr.,  died  Aug.  5^  1869 

M.  H.  Fuqua,  died  March  1,  18t6,  aged  7I  years 

Virginia  Follin,  died  Oct.  1894 

Jos.  M.  Fuqua,  died  Oct.  1884 

Elizabeth  Ann  Williams,  died  August  1894 

John  A.  Fuqua,  died  May  I896 ' 

The  following  records  were  copied  from  the  Bible  of  Aaron  and  Mary 
(Ayres)  Fuqua.  The  record  states  that  the  Bible  was  bought  June  9^ 

1817,  and  cost  $5*00.  It  is  owned  by  a  granddaughter  who  lives  in 
Jefferson  City,  Mo.  The  copy  of  the  Bible  record  was  made  from  a  photo¬ 
stat  copy  and  transmitted  by  Miss  Mary  Ayres  Wilkerson,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

Aaron  Fuqua  was  married  to  his  wife  Mary,  December  the  10,  Anne  Domini 

1802. 

Elizabeth  Fuqua  and  Joseph  Adcock  were  married  the  22  Aug*  1822,  Mary 
Leak  Fuqua  was  married  to  Tompkins  Bradley  the  8th  day  of  March  I827 
by  Pa.  Angel. 

Saryann  Fuqua  was  married  to  Benjamin  Boisseau  cai  the  10th  day  of  March 
1831  (or  1837?) 

Jane  Fuqua  was  married  to  Robert  Williams  on  the  I9  day  of  December,  1833 
William  Fuqua  was  married  to  Miss  Lucy  Thornton  on  the  18  day  of  November 

1835 

Martha  B.  Fuqua  was  married  to  C.  John  Darby  on  the  I9  day  of  November 

1835 

Judith  Fuqua  was  married  to  Addison  Thornton  the  first  day  of  June  1837 
Nathan  Ayres  Fuqua  married  Elizabeth  Harden  Morrow  August '.the  17th,  1837 
Aaron  Fuqua,  Jr.  was  married  to  Miss  Eliza  G.  Coghill  on  the  8th  day  of 
August  l844,  by  parson  Morrow 

Jemima  Fuqua  was  married  to  Ambrose  G.  Coghill  on  the  19th  day  of  Septem¬ 
ber  by  parson  St. 


BIRTHS 

Aaron  Fuqua  Was  bom  Oct.  11,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  Christ  1775  Mary 
his  wife  was  born  April  the  8th,  I786 

William  Fuqua  was  born  November  the  12th  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  CTarist 

1803 

Elizabeth  A.  Fuqua  was  born  March  I5  day  I805 
Mary  Leak  Faqua  was  born  April  the  2  day  I807 
Sarah  Ann  Fuqua  was  born  December  the  3  day  I808 
Judith  Fuqua  was  bom  August  the  5  day  I8IO 
Jane  Ayres  Fuqua  was  born  December  the  2  day  l8l2 

Dmsilla  Fuqua  was  born  the  28th  day  March  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord  Christ 

1815 

Mary  Catherine  Fuqua  was  bom  April  the  12  day  I817 

Aaron  Fuqua,  son  of  Aaron  was  born  the  12  day  of  May  in  the  year  of  our 
Lord  Christ  I819 

Nathan  A.  Fuqua  was  born  the  2  of  August  I821 
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John  Samuel  Fuqua  was  horn  the  9th  day  of  February  l82h 
Jemima  Fuqua  was  horn  the  12th  day  January  in  the  year  of  Our  Lord 
Christ  1827 

Kezia  Fuqua  was  horn  the  7  day  of  March  I829 


(The  children  of 
(brother  Moses 
(Fuqua.  (This  is 
(in  the  margin) 


Emeline  Fuqua  was  bom  the  19th  day  of  October  I803 
Samuel  Fuqua  was  bom  the  26th  September  I806 
Joseph  Fuqua  was  bom  the  March  I8IO 

Lucy  Buckner  Thornton  was  born  September  15th;  l8l2 

Judith  Ann  Fuqua  was  horned  November  27;  1839 

Mary  Theodosia  Thompson  Fuqua  was  horned  April  the  3^  1837 

Moses  Fuqua  Adcock  was  homed  November  29th;  183O 

Lucy  Elizabeth  Adcock  was  horned  July  21;  I855 

Annie  Amanday  Adcock  was  homed  August  the  5^  I858 

DEATHS 

Brother  Moses  Fuqua  deceased  this  life  October  4;  I817 
Emeline  Fuqua  deceased  the  24  August  l821 

Father  William  Fuqua  deceased  this  life  on  the  22  day  of  September  l802 
Father  Nathan  Ayres,  Sr.  deceased  January  16;  1822 

Brother  Stephen  Fuqua  deceased  September  the  21  day;  1843,  being  74  years 
and  7  months  old 

Aaron  Fuqua;  Sr.  died  March  22;  1855  in  the  eightieth  year  of  his  age 
Moses  F.  Adcock  died  Oct.  17th  in  the  year  of  1903  in  the  seventy- third 
year  of  his  age 

Kezia  Fuqua  deceased  on  Wednesday  the  24  day  of  1833  of  July 
Dmsilla  Fuqua  departed  this  life  on  the  10  day  of  November  1833 
Sarah  Ann  Boisseau  departed  this  life  on  the  8th  day  of  June  l84l 
Mary  L.  Bradley  departed  this  life  on  the  25th  day  of  September  1845 
Dr.  J.  S.  Fuqua  departed  this  life  May  l4th;  I856 

Mary  Fuqua;  relict  of  Aaron  Fuqua;  Sr.;  departed  this  life  March  the 
13th;  A.D.  1858 

William  Fuqua  deceased  on  the  2  day  of  August  1859  (or  1857?) 

Elizabeth  Adcock  deceased  on  the  1  (?)  day  of  August  I856 

Lucy  Elizabeth  Adcock  died  on  the  I7  (or  l4)  day  of  October  1859 

Lucy  B.  Fuqua  died  June  the  27,  1868 

Jane  Williams  and  Judith  Thornton  died  June  22  and  23  of  the  year  I889 

The  following  records  were  transmitted  by  Mr.  John  M.  Hill,  Dresden; 
Tennessee;  who  received  the  list  from  Miss  Mary  Holman.;  Fulton;  Kentucky; 
taken  from  a  family  Bible  in  her  possession. 

Jesse  Holman  was  bom  Dec.  26;  I786 
Martha  Ayres  was  born  August  l4;  1793 
Married  October  I8;  I808 

Nathan  A.  Holman  was  born  July  21;  I809 
James  B.  Holman  was  born  May  25;  I8II 
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*Mary  Ann  E.  Holman  was  bom  21st  of  May^  I813 
, William  T.  Holman  was  born  April  12^  I816 

John  Thompson  Holman  was  born  June  21,  I8IT  1522055 

Jesse  B.  Holman  was  born  March  26,  I820 
'Judith  Leake  Holman  was  born  January  12,  I823 
George  R.  Holman  was  born  June  16,  1825 
Samuel  Daniel  Holman  was  bom  January  31^  I828 
Tandy  Holman  was  bom  June  23,  I83O 
,  William  Burette  Holman  was  bom  I5  January  183^ 

'Martha  Jane  Susan  Holman  was  born  July  12,  I836 

William  T.  Holman  died  May  24,  I816 
Martha  Jane  Susanna  died  December  1836 
Martha  Ayres  Holman  died  Feb.  24,  183T 
Mary  Ann  E.  Holman  died  Aug.  23,  l83T 
Jesse  Holman  died  June  8th,  1839 
Judith  Leake  E.  Holman  died  February  13^  l840 
William  B.  Holman  died  March  Tth,  I858 

Nathan  A.  Holman  died  Jan.  Tth,  I867  )  Married  July  17^  1862 
Bettie  A.  Holman  died  August  8,  I865  ) 

John  T.  Holman  died  March  1862  )  Married  1837 

Martha  Cliambers  Holman  died  Oct.  I895  ) 

The  following  records,  received  from  Mrs.  Jack  Rogers,  Maysville, 
Oklahoma,  were  taken  from  the  Bible  of  James  Bradley  Holman.  The  Bible 
is  in  the  possession  of  Miss  Florence  Morgan,  great  granddaughter  of 
James  Bradley  Holman.  It  was  published  by  Collins  &  Co.,  I89  Pearl  St., 

I8l4. 

James  B.  Holman  and  Susan  Howell  m.  Sept.  1,  I818 

James  B.  Holman  and  Charlotte  L.  H.  Osborne  were  married  Sept.  26,  I832 

James  B.  Holman  and  Elizabeth  A.  Ayres  were  married  1839 

James  D.  Holman  and  Harriett  G.  Bailey  were  married  June  l4,  1837 

B.  0.  Holman  and  Fanny  T.  Moore  were  married  May  31^  1853 

BIRTHS 

James  B.  Holman  was  bom  June  20,  1795 
Susan  Howell  was  bom  Oct.  6,  1795 

James  Duiguid,  son  of  James  and  Susan,  his  wife,  was  born  July  1,  I817 
James  Bradley  Holman,  son  of  James  and  Susan,  his  wife,  was  bom  Apr. 

7,  1819 

Martha  Ann  Holman,  dau.  of  James  and  Susan,  his  wife,  was  bom  Dec. 

21,  1821 

William  Burette  Holman,  son  of  James  and  Susan,  his  wife,  was  born  Nov. 

17,  1828 
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Children  of  James  and  Charlotte: 

Burette  Osborn  Holman  was  born  Sept.  1833^  10  o'clock  A.M. 

Ellen  Eliza  Holman  was  born  August  3^  1835 ^  8  o’clock  P.M. 

Charlotte  Julia  Holman  was  born  Feb.  3rd,  l83T  at  h  o’clock  A.M. 

Charlotte  H.  Holman  was  born  Nov.  28,  l8l8,  was  l8  years,  9  mos.  and  28 
days  old  when  she  married  and  was  22  years,  2  months  and  l8  days  old 
when  she  died. 

Elizabeth  George  Holman,  dau^ter  of  James  B.  and  Elizabeth  Holman,  was 
born  July  27^  l840  . 

DEATHS 

Martha  Ann  Holman,  daughter  of  James  and  Susan,  his  wife  ,  departed  this 
life  Jan.  31^  1822 

William  Burette  Holman,  son  of  James  and  Susan,  his  wife,  departed  this 
life  February  13,  182^^- 

Susan  Holman,  wife  of  James  B.  Holman,  departed  this  life  May  l8,  I829 
Charlotte  H.  Holman,  wife  of  James  B.  Holman,  departed  this  life  on  the 
11th  day  of  February  I83T 

"In  the  triumph  of  the  Christian  Hope  and  Faith,  Holy  Spirit!" 

Ellen  Eliza  Holman,  dau^ter  of  James  and  Charlotte,  his  wife,  departed 
this  life  on  the  25th  day  of  August  I836,  aged  one  year  and  23  days. 
James  Bradley  departed  this  life  (son  of  James  Bradley  and  Susannah 
Holman)  22nd  Sept.  1853*  Aged  3^  years,  5  months  and  5  days. 

The  Wilkinson  Bible  is  owned  by  Miss  Mary  Ayres  Wilkinson,  Kansas 
City,  Mo.,  a  direct  descendant  of  Francis  and  Elizabeth  (Thomas)  Wilkin¬ 
son.  The  Bible  no  longer  has  its  front  cover  and  first  pages.  But  the 
frontispiece  of  its  New  Testament  reads  as  follows: 
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NEW 


THE 

TESTAMENT 
of  our 

LORD  AND  SAVIOUR 

JESUS  CHRIST 
TRANSLATED  OUT  OF  THE  ORIGINAL  GREEK 
and 

WITH  THE  FOR]\ER  TRANSLATIONS  DILIGENTLY  COMPARED  AND  REVISED 
STEROTYED  FOR  COLLINS  AND  CO.  BY  B.  AND  J.  COLLINS 

Boston 

PUBLISHED  BY  C.  EWER,  T.  BELLINGTON,  AND  J.H.A.  FROST 

1828 

"This  book  belongeth  to  the  house  of  F.  WILIGENSON 

Then  E.  Wilkinson 

And  now  S.  C.  Wilkinson.  FILCH  it  not  my  Honest  Friend  for  fear 


MARRIAGES 

Francis  Wilkinson  was  mariledthe  13th  April  1790 

Francis  L.  Wilkinson  and  Elizabeth  Perry  was  married  _ I832 

BIRTHS 

Francis  Lee  Wilkinson  was  born  the  year  September  23,  ITTO 
Elizabeth  Thomas  was  born  October  1771  (Rest  of  column,  undoubtedly 
carrying  dates  of  their  parents,  has  been  torn  away.) 

Judith  H.  Wilkinson  was  bom  May  9^  1791 
Salley  H.  Wilkinson  was  born  January  13th,  179^ 

Polly  H.  Wilkinson  was  born  December  2^th,  1795 
William  Thomas  Wilkinson  was  born  March  1,  1798 
Jane  S.  Wilkinson  was  born  April  l^th,  18OO 
Eliza  Ann  Wilkinson  was  born  November  19th,  l802 
Jesse  R.  Wilkinson  was  born  Febmary  7^  I805 
Samuel  C.  Wilkinson  was  born  June  27th,  I807 
Francis  L.  Wilkinson  was  born  Oct.  the  28th,  I8IO 

Second  Page 

John  W.  Orbison  was  born  A..D.  23rd  Nov.  l820 
Frances  S.  Ayres  was  born  A.  D.  Oct.  the  30th  I825 


37 


RolDert  M.  Ayres  was  ‘bom  A.  D.  27th  Fe'b.  I827 

Mary  Hovel  Ayres  was  "bom  A.  D.  25th  Dec.  I829 

Eliza’beth  Sara  Ayres  was  iDora  30th  Nov.  183O 

Betty  H.  Wilkinson  was  horn  March  24th  I832 

Keziah  E.  G.  Wilkinson  was  ‘bom  9th  September  1833,  Monday 

William  Thomas  Wilkinson  was  born  March  27th,  1835,  Friday 

Mary  Elizabeth  Wilkinson  was  bom  l4th  Nov.  I832 

Frances  Ann  Wilkinson  was  born  Thursday^  27  April,  1837 

Ann  Jane  Wilkinson  was  born  the  8th  June,  1834 

Frances  Samuel  Wilkinson  was  born  the  23rd  April,  l840 

(next  record  is  so  torn  it  cannot  be  deciphered) 

Francis  Wiliinson  was  born  (Eborn)  Easter  Sunday  morning,  29  March  1839 
Margaret  Malvina  Wilkinson  was  bom  9th  May  l840 
Elijah  Glover  Wilkinson  was  born  Saturday  6th  day  March,  l84l 
Mary  Jane  Baber  was  bom  Feb.  21st,  188O 

DEATHS 

Elizabeth  S.  Ayres  departed  this  life  A.D,  2nd  Dec.  I83O 

Francis  Wilkinson  departed  this  life  A.D.  5th  Nov.  I85I,  aged  8l  years, 

1  month  and  13  days 

Elizabeth  H.  Wilkinson  departed  this  life  this  first  day  of  February 

1854 

Keziah  E.  G.  Wilkinson  departed  this  life  A.D.  2nd  Oct.  l848 

Elijah  G.  Wilkinson  departed  this  life  A.D.  Age  1  year,  10  m.  and  20 

days 

Judith  H.  Anderson  departed  this  life  22nd  March  i860 

The  last  entries,  much  crossed  out,  seem  to  read: 

Sara  Ann  Anderson  was  bom  September  4th,  1843 

D.  Wilkinson  _ 


COPIES  OF  THE  RECORD  PAGES  from  the  Bible 

of 

FRANCIS  WILKINSON  and  his  wife 
Son  of  William  Wilkinson 
and  wife  Mary  Susan  Toney 
and 

WILUAM  WAS  A  SOLIDER  OF  THE 
REVOLUTION.  War  Dept.  #2142985 

CUMBERLAND  AND  BUCKINGHAM  COUN¬ 
TIES,  VIRGINIA 

Notes  by  Miss  Mary  Ayres  Wilkinson: 

Jesse  Thomas,  though  not  recovered  from  serious  wounds  received  in 
the  battle  of  Guilford  C.  H.  and  the  Cowpens,  arose  from  his  sick-bed  when 
the  alarm-message,  carried  by  an  escaped  prisoner  from  Cornwallis’ 


ELIZABETH  (THOMAS)  WILKINSON 
Dau.  of  Jesse  Thomas  and  his  wife, 
Mary  Howell 

Jesse  Thomas  served  throu^out  the 
Revolution.  1778  in  the  Fifth  Reg. 
of  foot.  Also  served  under  Col.  Wn. 
Russell’s  Virginia  Reg.  Cumberland 
and  Buckingham  Coimties,  Virginia 
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Headquarters  at  Hanover  Court  House  reached  him.  Riding  through  a  heavy 
storm  on  his  famous  war  horse ^  "Fearnaughte"  -  finally  swimming  the  flood¬ 
ed  James  River  -  and  then  up  the  hi^^  muddy,  slippeiy  North  hahk,  he 
carried  the  alarm  to  Baron  Von  Steuben  that  two,  secret  swift-riding  de¬ 
tachments  were  almost  upon  them. 

The  time  gained  by  Jesse's  gallant  ride  saved  Von  Steuben  and  his 
little  army  from  capture.  When  Col.  Banastre  Tarleton  from  the  north, 
fran  Charlottesville,  where  he  failed  to  capture  Jefferson  and  the 
Virginia  Assembly;  and  Col.  Simcoe,  in  advance  of  Cornwallis*  main  force 
in  support  from  Hanover  C.H.}  when  they  converged  on  the  Point  of  Fork, 
they  foimd  that  their  quarry  has  escaped  them.  The  hoiir  gained  by  Jesse 
Thomas’  desperate  ride  had  enabled  Von  Steuben  to  get  most  of  his  little 
army  of  500  raw  recruits  across  the  James  River.  They  were  saved  from 
capture,  and  were  with  Washington  at  Yorktown,  Oct.  19th. 

Thou^  Von  Steuben  lost  the  arsenal  at  the  Point  of  Fork,  the  Blast 
Furnace  at  New  Canton,  which  was  one  of  the  only  two  in  the  Colonies 
manufacturing  shells  and  cannon  balls  for  our  Continental  Army;  and  a 
few  of  his  men  who  failed  to  get  across.  Yet  the  escape  of  both  Thomas 
Jefferson  and  Von  Steuben  stopped  Cornwallis*  campaign  to  the  West.  From 
the  Point  of  Fork,  he  turned  back  eastward  on  the  road  which  ended  at 
Yorktown . 

Col.  Simcoe ’s  raiding  force  of  500  men  included  the  Qpeen’s  Rangers- 
Yagers  and  20  Hussars  on  swift  horses  and  a  cannon.  Col.  Banastre  Tarl- 
ton*s  Legion  and  one  company  of  regulars  were  also  mounted  on  swift  horses, 
and  numbered  500«  With  Cornwallis*  main  force,  which  arrived  at  the  Point 
the  next  morning,  this  constituted  such  a  formidable  enemy  that  Von  Steuben’s 
only  course  was  to  slip  away.  Von  Steuben  was  bitterly  criticised  by 
Virginia  for  his  loss  of  military  stores  but  Washington  didn’t  agree.  For 
at  Yorktown  he  chose  Von  Steuben  for  the  signal  honor  to  be  the  officer 
appointed  to  receive  Lord  Cornwallis*  sword. 


VARIOUS  AYRES  MARRIAGES 

Below  will  be  found  notes  of  various  Ayres  marriages  which  are  not 
elsewhere  recorded,  and  which  we  do  not  seem  to  be  able  in  some  in¬ 
stances  to  connect  with  the  family  of  Matthias  Ayres. 

Marriages  copied  from  Register  of  Ky.  Hist.  Soc.,  V  30;  100  (1932)  con¬ 
tributed  by  Miss  Siinshine  Sweeney,  Lexington,  Ky.,  and  found  in  an  old 
McGioffey’s  Grammar: 

Susannah  Baber,  b.  May  27,  1788  departed  this  life  May  I9,  l8l3;  John 
Agee  married  Patsy  Bransford  Sept.  5^  I807; 

Pleasant  Howell  to  Sally  Battson; 

James  Glover  married  by  John  Ayres  to  Polly  B.  Allen,  March  3^  l8l3; 
Robt.  Bransford  married  to  Jane  Hill,  Jan.  12,  I809; 
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William  Holman  was  married  to  June  Ayres^  Sept.  23,  l80T; 

Jacol)  Chastain  to  Judith  Ayres  Feh.  10,  l808; 

Peter  Ayres  to  Eleanor  Holman  Dec.  23,  l8l3; 

Jesse  Holman  to  Patsy  Ayres  Oct.  19,  l808; 

Mathias  Ayres  to  Nancy  Howell  Jan.  19,  l8l4; 

History  of  Woodford  Co.,  Ky.  hy  Railey:  Dr.  Robert  J.  Thompson  married 
Maxy  Ayres. 

Norfolk  Co.  Va.,  Peter  Lewis  and  Margaret  Eyre,  Feh.  l6,  ITTl; 

Tyler’s,  13:263.  Major  Richard  Ayres  married  Polly  Dudley; 

Early  Rockhirdge  Marriages,  Tyler's,  13:263:  Henry  Ayres  to  Isabel  Reid, 
20  NoVo  1T88; 

Northampton  Co.,  Va.  (Tyler’s  2:339)  Saiah  Eyre  and  James  Lyon  married 
July  16,  1799; 

Wm.  &  Mary  Quar.  (2)  10:127:  Robert  Platt  and  Miss  Margaret  Ayers,  Aug. 
21,  l8l6; 

Marriages  Cumberland  Co.  Va.  DAR  Mag.  65:l40:  John  L.  Ayres  and  Jane 
Dowdy,  dau.  &  Con.  of  Thos.  Dowdy,  Sec.  Robert  ^tarkey,  Dec.  29,  I838; 
Same  Ref .  Marlow  Boatwri^t  and  Elizabeth  Ayres,  Oct.  17,  I816,  Henry 
Skipwith,  Jr.; 

DAR  Mag.  65:41:  Nathan  W.  Ayres  and  Martha  H.  Bradley,  Oct.  1,  1821, 

Sec.  William  Bradley; 

Same  Ref.  as  above:  Peter  Ayres  and  Frances  Tanner,  Nov.  24,  1834,  Sec. 
John  F.  Tanner; 

Princess  Anne  Co.  Marriages,  Wm.  &  Mary,  Jan.  1893:  Thos.  Griffin  and 
Elinor  Airs. 

Annals  of  Henrico  Co.  Va.,  Oct.  I688-I689,  Ralph  Hudspeth  married  Marga¬ 
ret  Eyres; 

Tyler’s  Mag.  Oct.  1931,  p  99:  Wm.  Ayres  md  Anne  Smith,  Essex  Co.  Va.^ 
April  Y,  1694; 

Tyler’s  Mag.  V  9’  Albemarle  Co.  Marriage  Bonds:  Andrew  Lewis  and  Peggy 
Ayres,  Oct.  16,  I816; 

Lungstedt ’ s  Note  Book  V.  6,  No.  3^  P  19:  William  Burton,  Jr.  and 
Elizabeth  Eyre  25  Dec.  1721; 

Mary  Hill  Burroughs,  b  Sept.  9;  I819  m.d  John  Ayres,  Bedford  Co.  Va.; 
Cornelia  Ann  Jeter  b  Oct.  I6,  I889,  married  John  W.  Ayers,  Bedford  Co. 
Va.; 

Wm.  J.  Goggin  md  Feb.  10,  I892,  R.  Belle  Ayres,  dau.  of  Richard  P.  and 
Martha  Ayres; 

Samuel  Ayres  and  Betsy  Richardson  married  Oct.  27,  179^^  John  Cundiff, 
Sect  This  latter  reference  is  from  Bedford  Co.  Va.  marriage  bonds. 

The  three  before  are  from  "Our  Kin" . 

Va.  Hist.  Mag.  4l:262:  Mary  Louise  Battaille  md  John  W.  G.  Ayers,  one 
son,  John  Gillette  Ayers. 

Limgstedt,  V.  9,  No.  3,  p  22;  John  Gillette,  of  Somerset  Co.  Md.  and 
Esther  Ann  Frances  Ayres  md  before  Oct.  J,  1735; 

Fayette  Co.  Ky.,  Oct.  20,  1842,  D.  J.  Ayres  and  Susan  E.  Adams,  bondsman 
Wm.  Hatch; 


Feb.  11^  1806^  John  Bell  80  Rachel  Stout,  Sam’l  Ayres,  Guardian; 

Oct.  30,  1820,  Edmund  Gardner  and  Mary  Ayres,  Jas.  H.  Taylor,  Sec.; 

Oct.  19,  1831,  Jos.  D.  Milligan  and  Martha  Ayres,  Harry  Pettitt,  Sec. 

Franklin  Co.  Ky.,  Dec.  13,  I829,  Nathan  Ayres  and  Mary  R.  Richmond; 

Franklin  Co.  Ky.,  Dec.  13,  I827,  Edward  S.  Ayres  and  Lucy  A.  Goodrich; 

Woodford  Co.  Ky.,  Jan.  23,  1821,  Samuel  Ayres  and  Elsey  Malone; 

Woodford  Co.  Ky.,  June  25,  l8^0,  Edward  M.  Ayres  and  Margaret  H.  Jones; 

(The  above  officiating  minister  was  Josieah  Leake) 

Shelby  Co.  Ky.,  Aug.  I5,  l846,  Eluzer  Ayres  and  Lucy  I.  Connell; 

Shelby  Co.  Ky.,  Oct.  29,  1821,  Thomas  Ayres  and  Elizabeth  Lewis; 

Shelby  Co.  IQ/".,  Mar,  15,  I827,  Jos.  B.  Ayres  and  Peggy  West; 

Marriage  Bonds,  Bedford  Co.  Va: 

Benjamin  Henry  and  Easter  Ayres,  July  16,  179^,  Samuel  Ayres,  Sec., 
consent  of  James  Ayres,  Sr.,  father  of  Easter; 

Joseph  Kennett  and  Isabel  Ayres,  June  2,  1792,  Wn.  White,  Sec.,  consent 
of  Kennett  (John  and  Katherine),  also  of  John  and  Nanny  Ayres; 

William  Leftwlch  and  Ruth  Ayres,  Dec.  22,  1795 ^  William  Richardson,  Sec., 
consent  of  John  Ayres,  father  of  Ruth; 

John  Trigg,  Batchelor  and  Dian  Ayres,  Spinster,  Dec.  17;  1770; 

Richard  Turner  and  Rachel  Ayres,  Dec.  11,  1792,  Drury  Holland,  Sec., 
consent  of  James  Ayres; 

David  Williams  and  Elizabeth  Ayers,  Nov.  29,  I876,  consent  of  James 
Ayres,  father  of  Elizabeth; 

Samuel  Ayres  and  Betsy  Richardson,  Oct,  27,  179^;  John  Cundiff,  Sec.; 

Marriages  of  Prince  Edward  Co,  Va.,  by  Knorr,  p  39;  April  15;  1792; 
Richard  Howell  and  Frances  Ayres,  Sec.  George  Walton; 

William  Ayres  and  Martha  Parrish,  Oct.  3;  I828,  By  Rev.  Phillip  Courtney. 

Inscriptions  from  an  Ayres  family  graveyard,  located  five  miles  due 
Northeast  from  Ransom  B.O.,  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  -  on  right  side  of  road 
one  mile  from  Mrs.  Kate  Self,  who  at  that  date  (Aug,  19^9)  "was  84  years 
old.  She  was  Kate  Maxey,  dau,  of  John  Maxey  (John  A.  Maxey)  the  son  of 
Abraham  Maxey,  born  1792,  died  Aug.  5;  l855»  All  lived  in  Buckingham  Co. 
Va.  Known  as  old  Winfrey  and  Ayres  graveyard. 

Mary  G.  Ayres  b  Il-l4-.l8l8  died  9-7-1843 

Hannah  L.  Ayres  b  3-4-1870  d  6-28-1935 

Sarah  F.  Ayres  bom.  I836  died  I928 

Winnie  H.  Ayres  b  187I  d  I878 

Laura  G.  Ayres  b  2-7-1869  d  I877 

W.  H.  Ayres  b  I806  d  l846 

Egbert  G.  Winfrey  b  3-21-1868  d  5-I5-I89I 

C.  M.  (W?)  Winfrey  b  I86I  d  I909 

James  Allen  Winfrey  b  3-4-1866  d  6-20-1944.  Wife,  Susie  Thornton 

Winfrey  b_ _  d  4-1-1901 

Sallie  Lee  Winfrey  d  12-25-1921 
Elisha  Thornton  Winfrey  d  12-22-1923 


George  H.  Winfrey  i)  1835  ^  1918^  vrife  Judith.  G.  Rohinson  h  1833  d  1915 

On  a  large  concrete  slah  was  the  following:  George  H.  Winfrey  and  wife, 
Judith  G.  Rohinson,  were  the  parents  of  seven  sons  and  dau^ters. 

Mr.  S.  D.  Maxey  certifies  these  graveyard  inscriptions  as  taken  in 
August  19^9  to  he  correct  as  to  tombstone  inscriptions  taken  hy  himself 
at  that  date.  "Will  state  this:  The  stones  were  around  a  small  church. 
At  that  time  it  was  h-urnt  down,  and  some  of  the  stones  were  of  marhle 
and  others  of  concrete.  Will  also  state  we  visited  the  old  Buckingham 
Baptist  Church  near  Gold  Hill,  Buckingham  Co.,  in  August  19^9,  and  took^ 
every  inscription  on  that  large  graveyard.  Will  state  Rev.  Rene  Chastain 
and  his  two  wives  lay  just  to  the  left  (3  graves  of  the  church  door  about 
25  ft.  They  lay  in  an  -unmarked  grave  except  for  a  small  stone  (slate) 
■with  no  marking  on  it." 

Received  Feb.  2T,  1959^  from  S.  D.  Maxey,  Rfd  Cumberland,  Md. 
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AYKES  DESCMT  OF  NELLIE  F.  AYFES 


Matthias  Ayres  in  Virginia 
17^3 ^  married  Elizabeth 
Hales.  They  had  at  least 
five  children ;  perhaps 
others  / 


./ 


/ 


/ 

/ 

His  son,  Nathan  Ayres,  m 
Mary  Leake.  He  was  b  1752 
and  lived  and  died  in 
Bnckin^am  Co.  Va.  They 
had  11  Ch. 


/ 


./ 


/ 


/ 


/ 


/ 

His  son^  Matthias  Ayres  b 
1781  m  Nancy  Gilliam 
Howell  l8l4.  From  Buck¬ 
ingham  Co.  Va.  1836  to 
Saline  Co.  Mo.  They  had 
13  Ch. 

/ 

/ 

His  son,  Samuel  Matthias 
Ayres  m  Priscilla  Frances 
Priest.  They  had  two 
children . 


/ 


,/ 


/ 

/ 

His  son,  Manlius  Adolphus 
Ayres  m  Theresa  Virginia 
Dorsey.  They  had  6  Ch. 


(Ma27y  Ayres  m  Chas.  Garrott  6  Ch. 
(John  Ayres  m  Jane  Salle,  10  Ch. 
(Matthias  Ayres  m  Mary  Howell,  10  Ch. 
(Nathan  Ayres  m  Mary  Leake,  11  Ch. 
(Edmond  Ayres  m  Bede  Maxey  _?  Ch. 
(others? 


(Judith  Ayres  m  Moses  Spencer,  10  Ch. 

(John  Ayres  m  Amalette  &  Bransford,  11  Ch. 

(Samuel  Ayres  m  _ _ .  Had  Ch. 

(Nathan  Ayres  m  Catherine  Brown,  8  Ch. 

(Walter  Ayres  m  Agnes  Maxey,  9  Ch. 

(Matthias  Ayres  m  Nancy  G.  Howell,  13  Ch. 

(Betsy  Ayres  m  Phillip  Maxey,  _ Ch. 

(Mary  Ayres  m  Aaron  Fuqua,  13  Ch. 

(Peter  L.  Ayres  m  Eleanor  Holman,  6  Ch. 

(Jane  Ayres  m  William  Holman,  6  Ch. 

(Martha  Ayres  m  Jesse  Holman,  12  Ch, 

(Susan  Ayres  m  Samuel  A.  Ford,  6  Ch. 

(Walter  Leake  Ayres  m  Sarah  M.  Embree,  13  Ch. 
(Sarah  M.  Ayres  m  I.  R.  Gilliam,  8  Ch. 

(Benj.  F.  Ayres  m  Misses  Wooldridge,  7  Ch. 

(Ann  Elizabeth  Ayres  m  F,  H.  Gilliam,  10  Ch. 
(Samuel  Matthias  Ayres  m  P.  F,  Priest,  2  Ch. 
(Mary  Jane  Ayres  m  A.  J,  Watson,  10  Ch. 

(Martha  J.L.  Ayres  m  Madison  Cheatham,  11  Ch. 
(John  Howell  Ayres  d.s.p. 

(Isabella  Hales  Ayres,  d.s.p. 

(Peter  Nathan  Ayres  m  Elvira  J.  Norvell, 

7  Ch. 

(Catherine  Va.  Ayres  m  Peter  W.  Land,  7  Ch. 
(Josephine  M.L.  Ayres  m  Robert  F.  Land,  No.Ch. 


(Manlius  Adolphus  Ayres  m  T.V.  Dorsey,  6  Ch. 
(Matthias  Lamartine  Ayres  d.s.p. 


(Ermie  Ayres  d.s.p. 

(Samuel  Matthias  Ayres  m  Smith  &  Elliott, No.Ch. 

(Samuel  Plunkett  Ayres  m  E.B.  Ryland,  k  Ch. 
(Sallie  Margaret  Ayres  m  C.  L.  Allen,  3  Ch. 
(Nellie  F.  Ayres,  unm. 

(Josephine  Ayres,  d.s.p. 
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HALES  NOTES 


No  attempt  has  heen  made  to  trace  the  Hales  family^  hut  in  the  course 
of  several  years’  research^  such  notes  as  have  heen  found  ■while  searching 
for  Ayres  data  have  heen  copied. 

Thomas  Ayres  md  Easter  Hales  Oct.  26^  1720  in  England; 

Rev.  John  Hales  was  Episcopal  minister  in  Essex^  England^  165O; 

Nov.  1^  1760  were  married  Nathaniel  Hales  and  Susannah  Busho.  (This  is 
listed  Bushy,  Bushhy,  etc.)  Essex,  England. 

In  the  Haile  Family,  hy  Whitley,  page  we  find: 

William  Bro’wn  came  England  or  Scotland  about  1632.  His  son,  or  grand¬ 
son,  William,  lived  in  Prince  William  Co.  Va.  and  married  a  Miss  Hales, 
dau^ter  of  John  Hales.  The  will  of  John  Hales,  dated  1727^  Westmoreland 
Co.  Va.,  devises  land  in  Stafford  Co.  Va.,  to  his  grandson,  William  Bro'wn, 
and  to  his  son,  George  Hales,  and  dau^ter,  Mary  King.  (Gen.  of  the  Brown 
Family,  Prince  William  Co.  Va.  hy  James  Edgar  Brown,  p  l8-see  also  p.  5^*) 

John  Hailes  ■was  one  of  the  legatees  mentioned  in  will  of  Thos.  Pollock, 
Bertie  Co.  N.C.,  1792. 

Halifax  Co.  N.C.,  1797*  Aris  Hail  mentions  in  his  will  wife  Sarah 
and  dau.  Nancy.  9*1^* 

P.5^  Crozier’s  Virginia  Colonial  Milita:  John  Hailes,  in  Biunswick 
Co.  1758^  as  pvt.  p.  7O;  Militia  of  Surry  Co.,  1687^  shows  Nathaniel  Hales. 

p  102. 


Greer’s  Immigrants  to  Virginia:  Nathan  Hales  to  Virginia  1653;  Nathan 
Hales  was  li^ving  in  Surry  Co.  Va.  1687.  (Mn.  &  Mary  25:10)  John  Hales 
living  in  Henrico  1753;  wit,  will  of  John  Cocke  (Wm.  &  Mary  25:10.) 

American  Heraldica,  hy  Vermont,  p  82.  Robert  Hales,  who  belonged  to 
the  Hales  of  Tumhall,  Co.  Kent,  England,  reached  Massachusetts  in  1632 
and  settled  at  Charlestown.  His  descendants  dropped  the  final  "s”,  which 
he  himself  did  not  constantly  use.  That  mis-spelling  hrou^t  some  confusion 
in  the  researches  concerning  English  ancestiy  of  this  family,  which  was 
often  and  -wrongly  accepted  as  descending  from  Thomas  Hale  (not  Hales)  who 
emigrated  from  Hertfordshire,  England,  and  settled  at  Newh^uryport,  Mass., 
in  1635. 

Crest:  A,  an  arm  embowered  in  amor;  proper,  -  garnished,  or,  and 
hound  about  with  a  ribbon,  gules,  holding  an  arrow  of  the  shield.  B:  a 
serpent,  proper,  ent^wined  aro^und  five  arrows,  -  shafts,  or,  headed,  sable, 
feathered,  argent,  one  in  pale,  foyr  saltire -■wise .  Mottoes:  "A  vis  unita 
fortier."  (United  force  the  stronger.)  B.  "Vera  Sequor."  (l  follow 
truth. ) 


Will  of  John  Hales,  Westmoreland  Co.  Va.,  Jan.  29,  1Y2J:  son  George, 
dau^ter  Mary  King;  grandson  William  Brown,  land  in  Stafford  Co. 

Will  of  William  Thompson,  Westmoreland  Co.  wills  4-5,  1-29-1785* 
6-28-1785.  Wife  Ann,  Ch:  Betsy,  Richard,  Lovel  and  Maria;  son  William; 
mother-in-law  Margaret  Thompson;  dan.  Margaret,  land  of  her  grandfather 
Hales . 

Horthumherland  Co.  Va.,  I658;  To  ihos.  Hales  and  Thos.  Sheppard, 

300  acres. 

Certificates  and  Rights,  Accomac  Co.  Va.  p  21:  Certificate  is 
David  Williamson  for  3,000  acres  of  land  due  p.  rights,  underwritten, 
viz:  William  Hales,  John  Arris,  John  Hales  (others.)  Feh.  I6,  1665-6. 

P  115. 

Tax  lists,  Buckingham  Co.,  179^*  Peter  Hales  200  acres,  4  slaves, 

5  horses. 

Same:  Richard  Hales,  16OO  acres,  1792»  Same:  1704-5.  Samuel 
Hales  1600  acres. 

Miss  Courtney  Hales,  of  Sheppard’s,  Va.,  says  in  a  letter  in  I923 
to  the  compiler:  "My  grandma’s  name  was  Mary  Hales  Ayres... The  first 
Stephen  Hales  was  sent  over  to  he  Governor  of  South  Carolina  in  Colonial 
days...iVo  sons,  one  settling  in  North  Carolina,  the  other  in  Virginia, 

I  am  descended  from  Virginia  one.  My  grandfather  was  Dr.  Peter  Hales. 

He  had  two  sons,  hoth  M.D. ’s  -  Robert  and  Sam.  Robert  settled  in  Buck¬ 
ingham  Co.  He  was  my  father.  Sam  went  to  Halifax  Co.  N.C. 

From  Maben  Jones,  Columbia,  S.C.,  come  the  notes  given  below  con¬ 
cerning  Dr.  Samuel  Hales:  "Dr.  Samuel  Hales  married  first  Miss  Watson, 
or  Watkins,  of  Prince  Edward.  Issue:  a  son  who  died  and  a  daughter  who 
md  Coley  Hamlett  of  near  Hampden  Sydney.  Dr.  Sam  Hales  md  second  Bettie 
(Edmonds)  Jennings,  widow  of  his  uncle.  Dr.  Robert  Jennings,  of  Halifax. 
She  was  the  dau.  of  Henry  Edmonds  of  Halifax  and  a  sister  to  John  R. 
Edmonds.  By  this  marriage  he  had  three .Ch:  Dr.  Peter  Hales,  Sue  Hales, 
Dr.  Barksdale  Hales. 

Family  tradition  has  it  that  the  Hales’  are  descended  from  Pocohon- 

tas. 
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AYRES 


The  earliest  ancestor  of  •whom  we  have  proved  knowledge  is  Matthias 
Ayres,  who  was  a  communicant  of  St.  John’s  Protestant  Episcopal  Churchy 
in  Richmond;  Henrico  Co.;  Va.;  in  17^3*  This  is  the  church  in  which 
Patrick  Henry  delivered  his  famous  oration  ending  with  the  words ;  "Give 
me  liberty;  or  give  me  death." 

¥e  find  from  the  vestry  hook  of  St.  John’s;  page  70;  History  of 
Henrico  Parish;  that  among  others  appointed  for  processioning  the  ho'unds 
in  17^3 ^  was  Matthew  Ayres.  By  statute;  every  fo'urth  year;  between  the 
first  day  of  September  and  this  last  day  of  March  following;  the  bounds 
of  every  person’s  land  were  required  to  be  processioned;  or  "gone 
around";  and  the  land  marks  renewed;  such  marks  being  made  by  chopping 
the  treeS;  which  was  done  in  the  presence  of  the  owner.  The  Parishes 
were  divided  into  precincts ;  and  free-holders;  at  least  two  to  every 
precinct;  appointed  to  perform  such  duty.  The  reference  reads  as 
follows : 

"A  return  of  the  order  of  the  vestry  for  processioning  the  bounds 
allotted  to  Robert  PleasantS;  Matthew  Ayres  and  Pew  Price;  lines  not 
processioned;  as  follows:  Edward  Good;  Jr.;  he  not  ■willing;  Thomas 
MattheW;  Edward  Good;  line  trees  not  to  be  found;  Col’n  Rich’d  Randolph’s 
line  being  newly  done;  Edward  Good;  Jr.;  line  trees  not  to  be  found; 

Thos.  PleasantS;  Jas.  Woodfin;  refusing  to  go;  John  Hobson;  Elijah  Hobson; 
bounds  not  made  between  them." 

On  page  Gj,  same  reference;  for  the  thirteenth  precinct;  all  between 
four  mile  creek;  Bailey’s  run  and  White  Oak  Swamp;  the  best;  Robert  Plea¬ 
sant;  Matthias  AyrS;  and  Pew  Price  appointed  processioners." 

Matthias  Ayres  was  granted  12^  acres  of  land  in  Henrico  Co.  in 
17^6;  which  he  sold;  together  with  other  land  (50  acres)  bought  by  him 
from  Henry  Childers.  This  land  was  on  "Four  Mile  Creek";  adjoining 
Pleasant ’ s  Mill  Pond;  and  was  the  land  "whereon  said  Matthias  dwells" , 

The  12^  acres  "was  granted  to  him  on  July  25;  17^6;  and  the  62^  a^cres  was 
sold  on  Dec.  1,  1746.  (Ref.  Henrico  Co.  Deed  Bk.  1744-48;  Folio  228.) 

In  this  deed;  Elizabeth;  wife  of  MatthiaS;  relinquishes  her  dower  ri^t. 

It  was  called  Four-Mile  Creek  because  of  its  distance  from  Henrico  To'wn. 

The  above  mentioned  deed  reads;  "Matthias  AyreS;  Planter;  of  Co. 
of  HenricO;  Va."  These  termS;  Planter;  gentleman;  yeoman;  etc.;  were 
usually  used  after  a  name  in  any  mention  of  it  in  deeds ;  etc,;  the  name 
"Mr."  accorded  to  the  immigrant  is  indicative  of  social  standing.  The 
Virginia  Magazine  of  History;  in  defining  the  meaning  of  "gentleman"  has 
this  to  say:  "This  term;  then  as  noW;  was  one  of  great  vagueness;  but 
always  mparted  a  certain  social  or  official  position.  The  grades  appear 
to  have  been;  servants;  yeomen;  planters;  who  appear  to  have  been  "gentle¬ 
men"  or  not;  according  to  their  property  and  family  connections. 


At  this  time  Matthias  Ayres  appears  not  to  have  had  much  property, 
since  this  is  the  only  reference  found  concerning  him  in  Henrico  re¬ 
cords.  We  know  nothing  of  his  family  connections,  and  hence  nothing  of 
his  social  position. 

Mr.  W.  D.  Ayres,  of  Estey,  Green  Brier  Co.,  West  Virginia,  (since 
deceased)  said  in  letter  dated  July  25,  1919 J  "1  aJii  ^  son  of  Olive 
Salle  Ayres,  a  son  of  John,  and  who  always  said  he  was  named  Olive  for 
his  grandmother,  Olive  Perry,  so  that  Olive  Perry  must  have  "been  the 
wife  of  the  pioneer  Matthias."  The  "history"  from  Dr.  Robert  Ayres  says 
the  wife  of  Matthias  Ayres  was  Susan  Hales.  The  mother  of  his  children 
was  certainly  a  Hales,  juding  from  the  way  the  name  Hales  has  been 
handed  down  in  every  branch  of  the  family,  but  his  wife’s  name  in  17^6 
was  Elizabeth. 

In  the  Salle  genealogy,  we  find  that  Abraham  Salle  married  Olive 
Perrault,  and  think  this  may  be  the  "Olive  Perry"  who  was  a  grandmother 
of  Olive  Salle  Ayres,  for  his  father,  John  Ayres,  married  Jane  Salle, 
and  the  name  "Olive"  is  only  used  in  the  Ayres  branch  which  descended 
from  John  and  Jane  (Sa3J.e)  Ayres,  while  the  name  "-Hales"  appears  in  all 
branches  of  the  Ayres  descendants. 

No  very  intensive  search  of  the  records  of  Henrico  Co.  or  other 
Virginia  counties  has  been  made  for  Ayres  data.  In  1755  Matthias  Ayres 
received  a  grant  of  land  from  George  II,  2,000  acres  in  Albemarle  Co. 

Va.  A  copy  of  this  grant  is  shown  on  previous  pages.  This  land,  for 
which  he  paid  ei^t  pounds  of  "good  and  lawful  money",  cost  him  about 
$i|-0.00,  or  2^  an  acre  I  The  grant  was  dated  Sept.  10,  1755^  and  the  land 
was  on  branches  of  Hatcher’s  Creek,  including  Hatcher’s  mountain.  That 
part  of  Albemarle  Co.  was  erected  into  Buckingham  Co.  six  years  later, 
in  1761.  The  records  of  Buckingham  Co.  were  destroyed  when  the  Court 
House  was  burned  in  I869.  This  Court  House  was  designed  by  Jefferson, 
and  modeled  after  a  Greek  Temple.  In  Old  Virginia  Clerks,  p  11^,  we 
read  that  it  was  built  in  I825,  and  the  writer  says:  "This  building, 
with  all  the  records,  was  destroyed  by  fire  about  midnight,  the  26  of 
February,  I869,  and  the  life-work  of  Col.  Bell,  Rolfe  Eldridge,  Sr.  and 
Rolfe  Eldridge,  Jr.,  passed  away.  There  was  not  a  paper  left  to  bear 
witness  to  their  skill  and  fidelity  for  100  years." 

The  absence  of  will  books,  deed  books  and  marriage  records  has  made 
the  search  for  data  on  Buckingham  County  familes  very  diffic\ilt.  There 
are  but  a  few  fragments  of  records  of  the  early  days  in  Buckingham  Co. 
and  the  Parish  records  seem  also  to  have  been  lost.  When  the  British 
burned  the  Capitol  at  Washington,  I813,  the  census  records  having  to  do 
with  the  heads  of  families  in  forty  out  of  seventy-eight  counties  in 
Virginia,  were  destroyed,  and  among  those  lost  records  those  of  Bucking¬ 
ham  Co.  We  have  the  census  of  I810  for  Buckin^am  Co. 

In  Bishop  Meade’s  "Old  Churches  and  Families  of  Virginia,"  page  38^ 
he  says:  "Albemarle  Co.  and  St.  Anne’s  Parish  in  the  same,  comprehended 
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all  that  is  now  Buckingham,  Fluvanna,  Nelson  and  Amherst,  as  well  as  Alhe- 

marle."  "In  the  year  1757^  Tillotson  Parish  was  separated  from  St.  Anne’s 

Parish,  and  in  the  year  I76I,  Buckingham  was  taken  from  ALhemarle,  No 
vestry  hook  remains  to  furnish  the  names  of  the  old  vestrymen  and  families 
of  this  Parish. . .There  were  two  old  churches  in  Buckingham.  At  one  of 
them,  called  Goodwin,  near  the  Court  House,  we  have  officiated.  The  local¬ 
ity  of  the  other  we  cannot  specify,  hut  think  it  was  somewhere  near  the 
Methodist  Female  College."  Matthias  Ayres,  we  learn  from  a  deed,  was  in 
Tillotson  Parish,  Alhemarle  Co. 

In  Deed  Book  2,  page  48,  Alhemarle  Co.  Va.,  we  find  that  Matthias 
Ayres  of  Alhemarle,  Parish  of  Tillotson,  buys  land  from  Richard  Peters 
for  8  Ihs.  15/*  I'b  "was  100  acres  which  had  heen  granted  in  1748  hy  patent 

to  Daniel  Ry  . ,  beginning  at  Michael  Thomas’  corner  and  r-anning  from 

there .  No  date , 

Henrico  County,  formed  in  1634,  was  one  of  the  original  ei^.t  shires 
of  Virginia.  From  Henrico,  Goochland  was  taken  in  1728  and  included 
Chesterfield  and  Powhatan  Sounties.  Alhemarle  was  taken  from  Goochland 
in  1744  and  Buckin^am  from  Alhemarle  in  1761.  Cumberland  Co.  was  also 
taken  from  Goochland  and  from  Alhemarle  the  counties  of  Buckingham,  Am¬ 
herst  and  Fluvanna  were  taken.  From  Amherst  came  Nelson  and  from  Bucking¬ 
ham  came  Appomattox  Co.  An  event  may  have  happened  in  what  is  now  Gooch¬ 
land  Co.,  before  that  county  was  organized,  and  when  it  was  still  within 
the  territory  of  Henrico,  and  the  same  may  he  true  of  all  these  counties. 

The  Parishes  in  Goochland  Co.  were  St.  James  Northam  I^rish  and  St. 
James  Southern  Parish.  King  William  Parish,  or  Manikintown,  the  Hugue¬ 
not  settlement  on  the  James  River,  was  originally  in  Henrico  Co.  It  is 
now  in  Powhatan  Co. 

We  know  that  our  Matthias  Ayres  the  first  was  a  member  of  the  estab¬ 
lished  church,  and  pres^jmahly  he  was  a  member  of  the  Goodwin  Church,  near 
the  Court  House,  as  Matthias  Ayres’  land  was  within  four  miles  of  Bucking¬ 
ham  C.H.  There  is  a  tradition,  mentioned  by  one  of  his  descendants  ,  that 
he  was  a  lay  reader,  and  charged  with  the  duty  of  reading  the  service  at 
the  funerals.  In  that  early  day  of  sparsely  settled  communities  and 
large  Parishes,  it  was  necessary  to  have  someone  in  each  community  whose 
duty  it  was  to  officiate  on  such  occasions  in  lieu  of  the  minister,  who 
was  often  not  available.  Matthias  Ayres  might  have  performed  this  office 
in  his  community. 

In  the  present  day  Buckingham,  this  slate  country  furnishes  slate 
roofing  for  many  fine  buildings.  The  Virginia  Slate  Corporation  at  Buck¬ 
ingham  advertises  that  their  Buckingham  Slate  roofs,  "as  proven  by  15 0 
years  on  the  roof  without  fading  or  decay,  and  grace  many  outstanding 
examples  of  architecture  throughout  America,  citing  Westover,  Gunston 
Hall,  Carter’s  Grove,  and  others. 

This  compiler  does  not  believe  the  statement  made  by  several  descen- 
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dants  that  Matthias  Ayres  came  to  America  around  1720.  Thou^  she  has 
no  proof  of  her  “belief,  and  she  has  not  made  sufficient  research  in  other 
counties  to  substantiate  her  belief.  She  feels  sure  from  the  similarity 
of  family  names  and  from  other  indications,  that  our  Matthias  Ayres  was 
connected  with  some  of  the  early  Ayres ’  of  Old  Rappahannock,  Accomac 
and  Northampton  co-unties,  in  Virginia.  The  name  "Matthias"  is  rather  un¬ 
usual,  but  was  used  among  the  families  of  the  Eastern  Shore  in  Virginia 
and  Maryland. 

The  name  was  spelled  Ayres,  Eyre,  Eyres,  sometimes,  but  rarely 
Ayers,  but  us-oally  Ayres,  even  in  that  early  day  in  Virginia.  It  was 
rarely,  almost  never  spelled  Ayers,  as  it  is  usually  spelled  by  the 
families  in  the  North.  ¥e  have  given  the  tradition  of  how  the  name 
originated,  and  the  meaning  implied,  "air"  we  breathe;  another  meaning 
is  that  "aire"  -was  a  noble  or  privileged  person  -  in  early  Irish  his¬ 
tory.  Whatever  the  name  may  mean  according  to  learned  commentators, 
or  to  foolish  punsters  who  talk  of  "putting  on  airs",  this  compiler 
likes  to  feel  that  as  descendants  of  the  Ayres’,  we  are  Heirs  of  a  tra¬ 
dition  of  character  and  upri^tness;  of  some  education  and  culture, 
though  they  never  achieved  fame  or  distinction.  Many  of  the  Ayres  des¬ 
cendants  were  college  professors  and  presidents,  some  were  writers,  and 
as  a  general  things,  they  all  appear  to  prize  education. 

Though  to  fame  -uiiknown,  like  the  Matthias  who  -was  chosen  as  an 
apostle  in  the  place  of  Judas,  the  many  Matthias  Ayres’  --  and  the  name 
has  persisted  for  eight  generations  in  this  branch,  of  the  family  -- 
were  always  there  in  the  records,  just  as  the  apostle  Matthias  "compan- 
ied  with  them  from  the  beginning".  He  -was  there,  and  evidently  faithful, 
thou^  we  know  so  little  of  him  or  anything  he  said  or  did.  Their  names 
are  on  the  register  of  births  and  deaths,  (though  not  in  Buckingiham  Co.) 
but  in  many  Bibles  and  family  records.  They  belong  to  the  middle  class 
of  people  who  turned  their  houses  into  homes  and  made  life  restf-ul  and 
worth  living.  Like  Lazarus,  they  were  undistinguished,  perhaps,  but 
Jesus  loved  him.  What  a  huge  m-ultitude  comes  under  this  category! 

We  do  not  know  when  or  where  Matthias  Ayres  "was  born  or  married, 
except  that  in  l^k-6  and  1750  his  wife  was  "Elizabeth".  Nothing  is  proved 
of  his  antecedents,  but  from  the  tax  lists  of  Buckingham  Co.,  fo-und  in 
the  State  Library  at  Richmond,  we  learn  that  he  died  circa  1782.  In 
that  year  we  find  the  follo-wLng  entry  on  the  land  tax  lists;  "Matthias 
Ayres,  Esq.,  estate  of  400  acres  paid  by  Chas.  Garrott,  Exec."  The  same 
entry  is  made  in  I783. 

The  various  traditions  concerning  Matthias  Ayres  are  given  here . 

In  some  of  them  there  may  be  a  grain  of  truth,  but  they  are  given  as  the 
compiler  received  them  in  letters,  and  have  not  been  substantiated. 

"I  cannot  vouch  what  the  truth  may  be  — 

I  only  tell  the  tale  as  ’t-vra,s  told  to  me". 
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Mr,  Leake  Ayres,  Gatesville,  Texas,  descendant  of  Rev.  John  Ayres,  son  of 
Nathan,  son  of  Matthias  says  that  Matthias  Ayres  and  his  wife  came  from 
London  and  settled  in  Buckin^am,  Ya.  near  Red  Mills,  about  IT^O,  and 
aft expands  moved  to  Slate  River,  two  miles  from  Buckingham  C*H. 

Mrs,  S.  T,  Greene,  of  Dallas,  Texas  (now  deceased)  also  a  descen¬ 
dant  of  Rev.  John,  son  of  Nathan,  son  of  Matthias,  says?  "Matthias  Ayxes 
and  wife,  Olive  Perry  Ayres,  emigrated  from  London,  England  and  settled 
in  Buckingham  Go,  Va.,  near  Red  Mills,  about  17^0,  Afterward  moved  to 
Slate  River,  two  miles  from  Buckingham  C.H,,  Va." 

Mr.  J*  W.  Ayres,  Harriman,  Tennessee,  descendant  of  Walter,  son  of 
Nathan,  son  of  Matthias,  says  that  Rev.  Nathan  Ayres,  his  father,  and  two 
brothers,  Edward  and  John,  came  over  from  England  in  1720  and  settled  in 
Virginia. 

Mr.  ¥,  D,  Ayres,  Estey,  West  Va.,  descendant  of  John  (Matthias) 
says:  "My  great  grandfather,  Matthias  Ayres,  came  from  the  City  of  London 

about  1720,  probably,  as  my  grandfather,  John  Ayres,  was  a  soldier  in  the 
Revolution.  He,  my  great  grandfather,  was  a  baker  by  trade,  and  being 
educated,  was  charged  with  the  duty  of  reading  the  burial  service  of  the 
Church  of  England  at  all  funerals.  He  married  (l  think)  Olive  Perry.  I 
believe  all  the  Ayres  family  living  in  Buckingham  are  directly  descended 
from  the  original  Matthias,  who  came  from  London  directly  to  Buckingham 
and  claimed  that  he  did  not  have  a  blood  relative  in  America."  (Letters 
dated  Aug.  29,  I917,  May  23,  I919O 

Mr.  John  Matthias  Ayres,  Bluefield,  West  Va.,  son  of  Mir.  W.  D.  Ayres, 
says  in  letter  dated  Feb.  "J ,  1931s  "The  two  brothers,  Nathan  and  Matthias, 
were  originally  from  Nottin^amshire,  England,  and  at  the  time  they  left 
London,  they  were  in  the  saddlery  and  harness  business.  I  have  often 
heard  it  spoken  of  that  Nathan  sold  out  to  Matthias  and  moved  to  Southern 
Arkansas.  A  complete  record  was  kept  until  the  Civil  War,  and  was  'either 
lost,  destroyed,  or  taken  away  at  the  time  of  Sheridan's  raid". 

Note  by  the  compiler;  The  Leake's  were  from  Nottinghamshire,  and 
settled  in  Goochland  in  1685.  Nathan  Ayres  married  Mary  Leake.  Perhaps 
Mr.  J*  M.  Ayres  has  this  tradition  all  mixed  up. 

Miss  A.  Mae  Ayres,  descendant  of  Peter  Leake  Ayres,  son  of  Nathan, 
son  of  Matthias,  stated  that  she  got  her  information  from  letters  which 
her  father,  Thomas  Burge  Ayres  received  from  his  brother.  Dr.  Robert  Hales 
Ayres,  of  Eldridge  Mills,  Va.  In  a  letter  dated  1878,  he  said:  "I  called 
last  week  upon  Patsy,  daughter  of  Matthias,  who  was  a  brother  of  our  grand¬ 
father,  "  (note  by  Miss  Ayres:  He  refers  to  the  Matthias  who  was  a  brother 
of  Nathan  and  son  of  Matthias  first.)  "She  is  93  years  old.  Also  upon 
Cousin  Jack,  son  of  Rev.  John  Ayres,  and  brother  of  Nathan."  (He  refers  to 
Col.  John  B.  Ayres,  brother  of  Nathan  W.  Ayres.)  "They  gave  me  much  of 
these  facts.  Matthias  and  Susan  (Hales)  Ayres  came  from  London,  England, 
formerly  from  Prance,  French  Huguenots,  he  was  a  baker  by  trade.  Brou^t 
a  patent  from  the  King  entitling  him  to  4,000  acres  of  land  in  Virginia. 
Their  children  were  Samuel,  Ned,  Matthias,  John  and  Nathan". 
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Mr.  M.  W.  Robinson,  an  Ayres  descendant  and  eminent  lawyer  of  Chi¬ 
cago,  compiled  a  genealogy  of  the  Ayres  descendants  of  his  grandfather, 
Walter  Ayres,  son  of  Nathan,  son  of  Matthias,  and  in  it  he  says:  "Nathan 
Ayres  and  his  brothers,  Edward  and  John  Ayres  came  to  America  from  Eng¬ 
land  in  1720  and  settled  in  Virginia.  They  were  of  French  Huguenot  des¬ 
cent,  their  ancestors  having  emigrated  to  England  from  France  after  the 
massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew". 

Miss  Nannie  Sue  Ayres,  descendant  of  John,  son  of  Matthias,  who 
lived  all  her  life  four  miles  from  Dillwyn,  Buckingham  Co.,  had  this  to 
say:  "Matthias  Ayres  came  from  England  and  purchased  a  large  tract  of 

land  (l  think  about  ten  miles  square)  from  the  King  of  England,  and  sign¬ 
ed  by  the  King  and  written  on  sheepskin. , .1  am  now  living  on  a  part  of 
this  same  tract,  which  has  always  been  in  the  family". 

Mrs.  J.  E.  Hyde,  Dallas,  Texas  (now  deceased),  descendant  of  Judith 
Ayres  Spencer  says:  "There  is  a  tradition  that  one  of  our  Ayres  ances¬ 
tors  lost  an  eye  while  acting  as  a  courier  for  Washington" . 

The  Huguenots  who  settled  in  Virginia  at  Manakintown  were  given  a 
grant  of  land  ten  miles  square.  A  great  many  of  Matthias  Ayres'  descen¬ 
dants  married  into  the  Huguenot  families,  which  might  be  the  foundation 
of  the  tradition  among  them  that  he  had  a  grant  of  land  ten  miles 
square.  This  settlement  was  only  a  few  miles  from  the  Ayres  land. 

Matthias  Ayres  may  have  owned  much  more  than  2,000  acres  which  was 
granted  to  him  175 5 ^  but  if  so  he  acquired  it  by  purchase,  gift  or  in¬ 
heritance  from  individuals.  In  the  absence  of  deed  books,  we  have  only 
a  few  tax  lists  found  in  the  State  Library  at  Richmond,  which  show  that 
in  1782  Matthias  Ayres’  estate,  and  his  sons,  reported  3IOO  acres.  In 
1818  (the  last  land  tax  list  that  we  have  access  to)  the  returns  for 
taxation  are  as  follows:  (There  are  no  land  tax  lists  for  Buckin^am 
Co.  for  the  years  I783  to  I786  and  none  for  1808.) 

We  give  here  the  land  tax  lists  for  I818: 


John  Ayres,  Sr.,  on  Pond’s  Branch  and  Hatcher’s  Creek  550  Acres 

Nathan  Ayres,  Sr.,  (2  miles  N.E.  Buckingham  C.H.)  603-1  *' 

Matthias  Ayres'  Estate  (On  Joshua  Creek)  482  " 

Edmond  Ayres'  Estate  on  Slate  River  450  " 

Rev.  John  Ayres,  on  Slate  River  624  " 

Matthias  Ayres,  Jr.  315  " 

Nathan  Ayres,  Jr.  I93  ” 

James  Ayres  100  " 


If  we  add  to  this  the  400  acres  originally  reported  for  Matthias, 

Sr.  in  1782  by  his  son-in-law,  Charles  Garrott,  Exec.,  and  the  100  acres 
acquired  by  him  from  Peters,  also  the  835  acres  either  sold  or  given  pre¬ 
sumably  under  their  h-usband’s  names,  the  total  acreage  is  still  not  ten 
miles  square,  and  neither  do  we  know  how  his  estate  was  divided.  So 
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much,  for  that  tradition »  The  deed  and  will  hooks  only,  or  administrations, 
could  give  us  any  correct  information  on  this  family  and  their  property., 

Henrico  Coo  Deeds  17^8-50^  P  228;  Indenture  between  Matthias  Ayres 
of  Henrico  Co.^  and  Henry  Sharp  for  land  purchased  from  Henry  Childers, 
being  the  land  Ayres  now  lives  on  and  next  to  the  land  granted  to  Ayres  by 
patent,  July,  17^8,  beginning  at  a  hickory  standing  on  top  of  a  bank  at 
four  mile  creek,  thence  south  to  Robert  Shaw’s  to  the  edge  of  Pleasant’s 
and  back  to  the  main  stream  of  Four  Mile  Creek,  including  11  houses,  out¬ 
houses,  orchards,  gardens,  fences,  ditches,  hedges,  and  inclosures,  with 
all  woods,  waters,  and  with  all  other  appurtenances » 

There  is  a  scrap  of  a  deed  in  Alborarle  Co»  Deed  Bko  3^  (Va=  Archives, 
p  15o)  Portion  of  a  deed  from  Matthias  Ayres  to  James  Agee,  for  lOOff 
current  money  of  Virginia »  Wits;  Shelton  Hails,  ChaSo  Ganet  (Garrott?), 
James  Ford,  Matthias  Ayres »  No  mention  of  Elizabeth  in  this  deedo  She 
was  living  in  1750^  ^"U-t  may  have  died  by  I76I0  They  were  in  Henrico  Co» 
in  17^3  and  in  Albemarle  in  1750,  as  we  learn  from  the  will  of  Mary  Tanner, 
11  Feb»,  1750,  in  Albemarle »  She  mqntions  son,  Joseph  Tanner,  Dau«,  Ann 
Bundrum,  Mathew  Steward,  son  John  Tanner,  son  William  Tanner,  Patrick 
O’Brien  and  Mary  Marvello  Wits;  Matthias  Ayres,  Elizabeth  Ayres. 

In  the  Va.  Gazette  by  Cappon  &  Duff,  22  April,  1775^  P  3}  Vol.  3} 
we  find  this;  ’’Taken  up  near  Hatcher’s  Creek  mountains,  a  dark  red  steer 
marked  with  a  crop  under  heel,  hole  in  ri^t  ear  and  a  swallow  fork  in 
the  left.  Posted  and  approved  to  25 ’s.  Matthias  Ayres.” 

In  1773  and  177^^  in  Misc,  Records,  Buckingham  Co.  Va,  (State  Library) 
there  is  a  note  of  Buckingham  tlt'hables  1773-177^^  stating;  Matthias  Ayres, 
John,  James,  Jenny  and  Joseph. 

In  1818  the  Ayres’  who  appeared  on  the  personal  tax  lists,  in  addition 
to  those  listed  above  who  reported  land,  were  John  B.  Ayres,  Peter  L.  Ayres, 
Nathan  W.  Ayres,  Matthias  S.  Ayres,  Samuel  H.  Ayres,  Stephen  Ayres,  William 
Ayres,  Matthias  Ayres,  Peter  Ayres  and  Bede  Ayres.  In  I8IO  and  l8l2  the 
tax  lists  and  census  reports  showed  that  heads  of  family  of  the  name  Ayres 
in  Buckingham  Co.  owned  II5  slaves. 

As  to  the  tradition  that  the  Immigrant  Matthias  came  directly  from 
London  to  Buckingham  in  17^0,  we  know  that  he  was  in  Henrico  in  17^3“^8, 
and  did  not,  apparently,  live  in  Albemarle  (now  Buckingham)  until  1750 
when  he  may  have  been  there,  as  two  of  his  descendants  state,  between  the 
time  he  sold  land  in  Henrico  and  the  time  of  the  grant  near  Buckin^am 
C.H.  in  1755. 

An  examination  of  such  lists  of  immigrants  to  the  U.  S.  as  are  avail¬ 
able  does  not  show  the  name  of  Matthias  Ayres.  This  writer  believes  that 
he  was  born  in  Virginia,  and  probably  descended  from  the  Ayres'  who  were 
in  Virginia  as  early  as  I65O. 


53 


Mr,  J.  M.  Ayres  (iDefore  quoted)  states  that  the  Ayres'  were  from 
Nottinghamshire.  There  was  a  George  Eyer  of  Keveton,  Co.  Nottingham¬ 
shire,  England,  who  came  to  New  Jersey  and  settled  there.  He  was  a  grand¬ 
son  of  Sir  Gervaise  Eyre  of  Newhold,  Co.  Derby.  Another  statement  Mr. 
Ayres  makes  is  that  "Nathan  sold  out  to  Matthias  and  moved  to  Southern 
Arkansas",  Nathan  (1752-1822)  lived  and  died  in  Buckingham,  as  did  his 
son,  Nathan.  A  great  grandson  of  Nathan's,  Edwin  M.  Ayres,  went  to 
Arkansas,  and  a  grandson,  Nathan  W.  Ayres,  went  to  Highland  Co.  Ohio. 

The  names  of  three -fourths  of  all  the  persons  who  came  to  the 
Colony  of  Virginia  during  the  first  100  years  are  on  record  in  the  land 
office  at  Richmond,  If  Matthias  Ayres  came  prior  to  170? ^  bis  name 
would  presumably  be  on  the  list.  There  are  no  Ayres'  on  the  rent  roll 
of  Henrico  Co,  1704-5^  and  no  Hales.  Miss  Helen  Durand  Wise,  an  Ayres 
descendant,  stated  that  her  Ayres  and  Wise  ancestors  came  over  on  the 
same  ship  to  Virginia,  The  Wise's  were  in  Virginia  in  the  l600's  and 
many  of  the  Ayres '  that  came  at  that  date  were  in  the  same  locality  and 
connected  with  the  same  families. 

The  tradition  that  Matthias  Ayres  1st  claimed  that  he  did  not 
have  a  blood  relative  in  America  may  be  true,  but  their  compiler  doubts 
that,  too.  Most  of  his  descendants  say  that  there  were  three  brothers 
came  from  England,  This  is  the  same  old  tradition  held  in  about  half 
the  families.  One  wonders  why  there  were  always  three  brothers. 

On  Nov.  10,  1757^  a  Robert  Ayers  received  a  grant  of  95  acres 
in  Albemarle  Co.,  Va,  (Vol.  33^  P  4l8) .  This  was  two  years  after  Mat¬ 
thias'  grant,  and  in  the  same  county.  It  is  possible  that  he  was  a  bro¬ 
ther  or  a  son  of  Matthias.  The  name  Robert  occurs  frequently  among 
Matthias'  descendants.  A  Robert  Ayres  left  Albemarle  Co.  and  went  to 
Wilkes  Co.  N.C,  (Hist.  Albemarle  Co,,  p  386,  by  Woods).  Nothing  is 
known  of  his  descendants  by  this  compiler. 

We  believe  that  the  tradition  that  Matthias  Ayres  was  of  Hugue¬ 
not  descent  is  untrue.  The  Huguenot  settlement  at  Manakintown  in 
Virginia,  was  only  20  miles  or  so  from  the  Ayres  estate.  In  1773  Maqa- 
kin  was  in  Cumberland  Co,  and  after  1779  ib  "was  in  Powhatan.  From  Fiske's 
"Old  Virginia  and  her  Neighbors"  we  read;  "After  the  Revocation  of  Nan¬ 
tes,  Virginia  received  a  part  of  the  Huguenot  exodus  from  France.  The 
largest  company,  more  than  700  in  number,  led  by  the  Breton  nobleman, 
Olivier,  Marquis  de  ,1a  Muce,  arrived  in  the  year  17OO  and  settled  in 
various  places,  more  particularly  in  Monacan  Town  in  Henrico  Co," 

Many  of  the  Ayres'  married  among  these  Huguenot  familes  and  in 
every  Instance  where  the  claim  is  made  that  Matthias  was  of  Huguenot 
descent,  the  claimant  is  himself  a  Huguenot  descendant,  but  through 
families  a.llled  with  their  Ayres  ancestors. 

As  to  the  children  of  Matthias  Ayres,  the  1st,  none  of  the  ac¬ 
counts  we  have  mention  any  daughters.  He  had  at  least  one  daugther. 
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however,  Mary,  or  Mollie,  who  mairied  Charles  Garrotte  The  tax  lists  of 
Buckingham  Coo  state  in  I782  and  also  in  1783 ^  Matthias  Ayres,  Esqo, 
estate  of  400  acres,  paid  hy  Chas.  Garrott,  Exec»  The  Garrott  descen¬ 
dants  state  that  the  wife  of  Chas,  Garrott  was  Mollie  Ayres, 

The  sons  named  hy  the  variorfS  accounts  are  Samuel,  Edmond,  Nathan, 
John  and  Matthias,  But  the  tax  lists  show  only  Nathan,  Matthis  and  John 
and  the  estate  of  Matthias  dec'd.  In  I787  Edmond  is  shown  with  5OO  acres, 
from  which  we  assume  that  Edmond  came  of  age  Between  I782  and  1787  and 
received  a  portion  of  the  2,000  acres  granted  to  Matthias  1st,  In  I782 
John  Ayres  returned  2,000  acres  for  taxation,  Matthias  5OO  acres,  Nathan 
200  acres  and  the  estate  of  Matthias  400  acres.  This  is  a  total  of  3100 
acres.  In  I787  John  returns  665  a,,  Matthias  5OO  a,,  Nathan  200  a,, 
Matthias  Estate  400  a.,  and  Edmond  5OO  a.,  a  total  of  2265  acres,  leaving 
835  acres  unaccounted  for  on  the  tax  lists  and  we  assume  that  there  proba¬ 
bly  wre  two  other  dau^ters  besides  Mary  Ayres  Garrott,  who  were  appor¬ 
tioned  these  acres,  as  these  four,  John,  Nathan,  Matthias  and  Edmond,  and 
the  estate  of  Matthias  Ayres,  are  the  only  Ayres'  who  appear  on  the  land 
tax  lists  until  I803,  when  Rev.  John  (son  of  Nathan)  is  shown  with  227 
acres  on  Slate  River.  It  may  be  that  Elizabeth,  wife  of  Matthias  was 
still  living  in  1787  on  the  land  listed  as  Est,  of  Matthias,  All  this 
is  only  conjecture. 

Mr,  S.  D,  Maxey,  of  Cumberland,  Md.,  an  Ayres  and  Garrott  descendant, 
who  was  reared  in  Buckingham  until  he  was  nine  years  of  age,  says  in  a 
letter  dated  Aug.  4,  1954:  "Old  Matthias  had  at  least  four  or  five  boys 
and  the  same  number  of  girls.  We  are  pretty  sure  of  that.  If  we  recall 
clearly,  one  married  Ford,  one  a  Garrott,  another  Hudgens,  another  Agee, 
and  perhaps  one  a  Mr,  Sutherland,  and  one  a  Maxey,  Now,  this  is  all  from 
memory  when  nine  years  old" .  We  have  no  knowledge  of  any  daughters  of 
Matthias  and  Elizabeth  (Hales)  Ayres  except  Mary,  who  md  Charles  Garrott, 

The  name  Samuel,  mentioned  as  one  of  the  sons  of  Matthias,  does  not 
appear  on  the  land  tax  lists  or  on  personal  property  until  I818,  A 
Samuel  Ayres  was  a  tithable  in  1773-74  in  Buckin^am,  Co,  and  was,  then, 
born  at  least  as  early  as  1752.  There  was  a  Samuel  Ayres  in  the  adjoining 
Co,,  Cumberland,  who  is  listed  as  a  resident  of  Cumberland  prior  to  the 
establishment  of  the  Republic  in  1789<>  (Ref,  Cumb,  Co,  Tax  Petitions,  by 
Bland,)  There  was  a  Samuel  Ayres  who  md  Betsy  Richardson,  Oct,  27,  1794^ 
in  Bedford  Co,,  Va.,  but  the  Ayres  in  Bedford  Co,  seem  to  be  not  closely 
related  to  those  in  Buckin^am,  while  those  in  Cumberlaud  seem  from  defi¬ 
nite  indications  (such  as  given  names,  alliances  and  connections)  to  have 
been  probably  the  same  stock  as  the  Buckingham  family, 

Mr,  W.  D,  Ayres,  who  lived  in  Buckin^am  until  old  age,  says  in 
letter  dated  Aug,  29,  1917:  "Matthias  Ayres  had  other  sons  besides  John  - 
Nathan  and  Matthias,  I  think,  I  know  nothing  of  his  daughter s ,,, Stephen 
and  Polly  Ayres,  John  Ayres,  Methodist  preacher,  were  called  cousins  by 
my  father,  but  I  do  not  know  who  their  father  was,  but  they  were  not 
direct  descendants  of  my  grandfather,  John".  In  a  letter  dated  May  23, 
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1919 ^  he  says;  "There  were  three  families  in  Buckingham,  who  I  suppose 
were  descended  from  the  three  sons  of  Matthias  1st." 

Mr.  John  W.  Ayres,  Harriman,  Tenn.,  says:  "I  remember  Matthias  had 
three  sons,  John,  Edward  and  Nathan".  Samuel  is  mentioned  as  a  son  of 
Matthias  1st  hy  Miss  Mae  Ayres  and  Mr.  Leake  Ayres.  If  there  was  a  son 
Samuel,  he  does  not  appear  on  the  tax  lists.  He  may  have  received  his 
inheritance  of  land  between  the  years  I782  and  IJQTj  the  years  the  tax 
lists  are  missing,  may  have  sold  the  land  and  left  the  county.  The  land 
tax  lists  show  four  Ayres  in  1T8T^  John,  Matthias,  Nathan  and  Edmond. 

There  was  a  Samuel  Ayres  in  Buckingham  Co.  in  1783^  however,  as 
witness  the  following  note  from  Buckingham  Co.  Misc.  Notes,  State 
Archives:  An  indenture  2nd  day  of  April  1783^  between  John  Netherland 
of  Powhatan  Co.  of  the  one  part  and  Samuel  Ayres  of  Buckingham  Co.... 
sd  John  Netherland  hath  put  out  and  bound  his  son,  Wade  Netherland,  an 
apprentice  to  the  said  Samuel  Ayres  for  four  years  to  learn  the  art  and 
mystery  (mastery?)  of  a  house  carpenter  and  house  joyner.,.and  the  sd 
son  shall  faithfully  serve,  keep  his  commands,  etc... and  agrees  not  to 
play  at  cards,  dice,  or  any  other  game,  nor  contract  matrimony  within 
the  said  term  without  his  father's  and  master's  consent  is  first  obtain¬ 
ed"  .  Wade  seems  to  have  been  confined  pretty  closely  to  the  "straight 
and  narrow!"  This  John  Netherland  was  related  to  the  Garrott  family, 
says  a  descendant. 

Samuel  Ayres,  son  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres,  was  but  nine 
years  of  age  in  1783^  so  it  is  Impossible  for  him  to  have  been  the  one 
referred  to  in  above  note. 

In  marriage  bonds  of  Cumberland  Co.  (DAP  Mag.  1931)  we  find  that 
Samuel  Ayres  md  Jane  Guthrey,  dau.  of  Henry  Guthrey,  Jan.  26,  l8l4.  Sec. 
Robert  Caldwell.  This  Samuel  Ayres,  wf .  Jane,  was  apparently  in  Cum¬ 
berland  in  1827,  when  a  Samuel  Ayres  and  of  Jane  deeded  land  to  Ferdi¬ 
nand  G .  Coleman . 

There  is  a  Samuel  Ayres  shown  in  I8IO  census  of  Cumberland  Co.  Va., 
with  10  slaves,  and  in  the  census  of  I85O,  Samuel  Airs,  farmer,  is 
shown,  aged  65,  b  in  Va.,  wf.  Jane  aged  50,  dau.  Sally  25,  Mary  21, 

Betsy  19,  Lucy  18.  Because  there  were  so  many  Ayres  of  our  connection 
who  md  Guthrie's,  it  seems  indicated  that  this  Samuel  was  of  the  Buck¬ 
ingham  Co.  Ayres,  but  if  he  were  b  1785^  he  was  neither  the  son  of 
Matthias  1st,  or  of  Nathan,  for  Nathan's  son  Samuel  was  b  177^*  It  is 
possible,  however,  that  the  Samuel  Airs  of  the  181O  census  was  a  son  of 
Matthias  1st  and  that  the  Samuel  of  the  I85O  census,  who  was  b  I785  and 
md  l8l4  was  the  son  of  the  Samuel  of  1810  census,  for  the  Samuel  of 
1810  census  is  reported  as  owning  10  slaves,  which  wo\ild  Indicate  that 
at  that  time  he  was  pretty  well  along  in  life. 

It  is  a  curious  coincidence  that  among  the  Ayres  descendants,  those 
bearing  the  name  "Samuel"  have  been  the  hardest  to  trace.  The  compiler 
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has  no  records  of  any  Samuel  Ayres  --  of  Samuel,  son  of  Matthias  1st  (if 
he  had  a  son  Samuel)  or  if  the  Samuel  h  ITTk,  son  of  Nathan,  or  of  the 
Samuel  h  l800,  son  of  Rev.  John,  or  the  Samuel  of  Nathan  ¥. ,  and  grandson 
of  Rev.  John.  It  may  he  that  they  all  died  young. 

Mr.  So  D,  Maxey  is  also  responsible  for  the  story  quoted  here, 
letter  dated  3-27-1957’  "Can  you  tell  me  which  two  Ayres  were  in  the 
Harness  &  Saddlery  business?  We  are  speaking  of  between  1730  and  17^^ • 
Walter  Maxey  of  will  1791^  Franklin  Co.  Ya.  Some  of  his  descendants  make 
claim  he  served  his  apprenticeship  under  the  Ayres  brothers  of  Henrico. 
(He  also  was  a  harness  and  saddle  maker,  and  he  is  the  one  who  served 
under  the  Ayres  Bros.  One  claim  is  that  he  bought  him  out  and  moved  to 
Bedford  Co.  and  settled  on  the  Blackwater  road  to  Northwestern  Territory 
and  set  up  shop  about  17^0.  We  read  the  account  in  an  old  accoimt  book 
of  old  Goochland,  its  beginning  and  history.  Bedford  Co.  Ya.,  after 
about  1770,  was  the  jumping  off  place  for  all  familes  to  wait  on  their 
way  to  Kentucky,  to  avoid  the  Indians.  You  find  them  there  this  year, 
and  next  year  gone," 

Neither  do  we  have  much  knowledge  of  the  exact  location  of  the  var¬ 
ious  Ayres  homes  of  that  early  day.  In  Yirginia  Historical  Mag.  Histori¬ 
cal  Inventory,  Yol.  II.  "Old  Camp  Grounds,  Alpha,  Ya.  The  first  owner 
was  Matthias  Ayres.  Ibid  "Mine  House".  This  was  originally  an  Ayres'' 
home.  It  is  five  miles  north  of  Alpha,  Ya.,  on  #15^  then  east  I.5  miles 
on  a  private  road,  Matthias  Ayres  built  it  in  1759*  It  tas  since  been 
owned  by  John  Ayres,  Olive  Ayres,  John  Ayres,  a  New  York  company.  In 
1937  it  was  owned  by  J.  Ford  of  N.Y.  This  house  was  built  by  slaves  of 
Matthias  Ayres,  and  every  timber  was  hand  sawed  and  beaded,  corner  posts 
hewn  from  trees,  all  sills  and  -under-pinnlngs  of  veiy  large  hewn  timbers. 
The  large  rock  chimneys  and  dows  were  hand-made,  but  were  beautifully 
done,  shop  made  nails  and  pegs  were  used  and  staircase  was  hand  carved. 

It  is  now  used  as  a  storage  house".  The  article  f-urther  states  that  this 
information  was  furnished  by  Miss  Nannie  Sue  Ayres. 

Mr.  S.  D.  Maxey  says;  "There  was  a  large  old  manor  sitting  up  on 
a  hill  up  from  the  mill  from  Eldridge  Mills,  Ya.,  which  was  called  the 
old  Ayres  home.  Now,  if  we  remember  correctly,  there  was  a  large  old 
frame  house  about  one  mile  from  Hanes ^  Chapel,  also  called  the  old  Ayres 
home.  I  am  not  sure,  but  think  they  built  a  new  Improved  road,  hard  sur¬ 
faced,  which  runs  by  Chambers'  Old  Mill,  also  Hanes'  Chapel",  This  is 
probably  "Edge  Hi.ll",  on  Slate  River,  said  to  have  been  built  by  Rev. 

John  Ayres  (Nathan,  Matthias) ,  It  jessed  down  throu^  the  family  from 
Rev.  John  to  Mfetthias  Leake,  to  James  Nathan  Ayres,  who  md  I8II,  Nannie 
Brown.  James  Nathan  Ayres,  whose  9th  child  was  Maggie  May  Ayres  md 
John  Garland  Gary  and  until  recent  years  this  old  homestead  was  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  Gary  family.  It  was  sold  by  them  in  1953 »  Miss 
Yirginia  Ayres,  Columbus,  Ohio,  says  in  letter  dated  3-3-195^^  that  Edge 
Hill,  owned  by  her  aunt,  Mrs.  Gary,  is  believed  to  be  the  original  Ayres 
estate.  Certainly  it  was  the  heme  of  Rev,  John  Ayres,  for  in  some  of 
the  Bible  records  it  is  stated  that  certain  of  his  grandchildren  were 
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■born  there. 


This  compiler  has  visited  the  old,  old  home  in  which  Miss  Nannie 
Sue  Ayres  lived.  (John  Ruh'bin,  Olive  Salle,  John,  Matthias).  This  was 
in  19^0,  shortly  after  the  death  of  Miss  Nannie  Sue.  The  house  was 
empty  and  neglected  looking.  A  small,  one  story  cottage,  and  the  yard 
at  that  time  (April),  was  a  blooming  expanse  of  grape  hyacinths,  the 
only  flowers  left,  almost,  of  the  wonderful  flowers  reported  as  having 
been  cultivated  by  Miss  Nannie  Sue.  She  died  at  the  home  of  a  Mr. 

Trent,  who  at  that  time,  was  living  in  Dillwyn.  He  took  the  place  over 
after  her  death,  probably  under  a  mortgage.  It  was  part  of  the  original 
tract  of  2,000  acres  granted  to  Matthias  1st  in  1755^  and  had  remained 
in  the  family  until  her  death.  Mr.  Trent  is  reported  to  be  living  now 
in  Cumberland  Co. 

In  the  absence  of  wills,  deeds,  administrations,  or  records  to 
prove  our  statements,  we  have  only  letters  from  descendants,  census 
records,  a  few  tax  lists,  Bible  records,  etc.  The  conjectural  list  of 
the  Children  of  Matthias  and  Elizabeth  (Hales)  Ayres,  so  far  as  we  can 
figure  it,  without  knowing  the  names  of  any  daughters,  which  he  must 
have  had,  is  as  follows;  We  have  no  dates  of  birth  for  any  of  them  ex¬ 
cept  John,  who  was  b  17^0,  and  Nathan,  who  was  bom  1752. 


lo 

Mary  Ayres 

4. 

Nathan  Ayres 

2. 

John  Ayres 

5. 

Edmond  Ayres 

3. 

Matthias  Ayres 

Others  ? 

Mr. 

So  Do  Maxey,  who  has  sent 

some  notes  from  his  files  concerning 

the  Carrot t  family,  from  which  he  is  descended,  states  that  the  immigrant 
was  William  Isaac  Garrott,  who  md  Nancy  Bolton.  They  had  three  sons  and 
three  daus.  Mr.  Maxey's  descent  is  from  Charles  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Garrott, 
their  son,  Charles  Garrott  md  Chloe  Agee;  their  son,  Walter  Watson  Garr¬ 
ott,  b  1797^  md  Elizabeth  Brooks;  their  dau^ter  Mary  Elizabeth  Garrott, 
b  1823,  md  -Samu-el  E.  Williams;  their  dau.  Willie  Ann  Williams  md  Frank  N. 
Maxey,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  S.  D.  Maxey. 

Miss  Hester  Garrett,  Red  Cross  Director,  Gorgas  Hospital,  Canal 
Zone,  is  also  an  Ayres  descendant.  Her  line  is  as  follows;  Mathieu 
Agee  md  Ann  Godwin;  their  son,  James  Agee  md  Elizabeth  Faure  (Ford)  dau. 
of  James  Faure  and  Ann  (Bondurant)  Ford.  Mary  (Mollle)  Agee,  md  Isaac 
Garrott;  he  was  b  lj6o,  son  of  Charles  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Garrott;  their 
son,  Hercules  Garrott  md  Mary  (Polly)  Whitlock,  dau.  of  Thomas  and  Rebec¬ 
ca  (Radford)  Whitlock;  their  son,  James  Agee  Garrett  md  Mary  Ann  Jones, 
dau  of  Henry  Jones  and  Sarah  Henry.  Henry  Jones  was  a  son  of  Robert 
Jones  and  Sarah,  dau.  of  Francis  Henry. 

Mr.  So  Do  Maxey  writes  of  a  Daniel  Guerrant  Garrott  who  md  Mary  Borel 
and  settled  in  Henrico  Co.  "Va.  between  16^5  and  1665 .  He  had  a  son,  Daniel 
Guerrant  Garrott,  who  md  Esther  Vermeil,  and  had  a  son,  Moses  Vermeil 
Garrott  md  Mary  Ann  Salle,  who  was  the  dau.  of  Pierre  Salle,  b  1707  md 
1735  Frances  Jane  Bondurant  ,  dau  of  Jean  Pierre  Bondurant  and  Ann  Gates.  He 
rarely  gives  his  dates. 
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The  following  Garrott  notes  are  from  S*  D,  Maxey; 

The  oldest  land  to  the  Garrott-Garrett  family  is  dated  John  Garrott^ 
l6kl,  Upper  Norfolk  Co.  Va* 

Powell  Garrott^  land  grant  dated  1723^  Isle  of  Wight  Co.  Va. 

William  Garrott^  land  grant  dated  17^6^  Brunswick  Co.  Va. 

John  Garrott  and  Nicholas  Ware  dated  l666,  New  Kent  Co.  Va.  on 
Mattapony  river . 

John  Garrott,  land  grant  Gloucester  Co.  Va.  l62.  Another  to  John 
Garrott  1-2-1663,  279  a.  on  Prescott  Creek,  adjoining  same  lands. 

Elizaheth  Garrett  given  land  by  John  Chandler,  1636. 

Wm.  Garrett,  Chas.  City  Co.  and  Westmoreland  Co.  Va,  in  1642. 

Thomas  Garrott,  land  grant  10:-24-l655  -  to  land  granted  to  Daniel 

Neal. 

There  was  a  John  Garrott  in  Henrico,  Va.  1645- 
John  Bondurant  Salle  b  2-9-1744  md  2nd  Judith  Garrott 

In  History  of  Callaway  Co.,  Mo.,  p  133^  "we  find  this:  Stephen  Garrott, 
a  Frenchman,  settled  in  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.,  and  had  the  following  children: 
Stephen,  John,  David,  Elijah,  William  md  Mary  Coleman  and  had  Spillsberry 
md  Biddie  Hockett,  Ralls  Co.  Mo.,  James  md  Nancy  Brown,  William  b  Bucking¬ 
ham  Co.  Va.  1795  md  Nancy  Ockaman,  Stephen,  Reuben,  John,  Elijah,  Coleman, 
Magdalen,  Lucy  and  Mary,  Stephen  Garett,  Sr.,  also  had  daus.  Mary  and 
Elizabeth. 

Edmund  Garrett  witnessed  will  of  Daniel  Nock,  Northampton  Co.  Va., 

1703. 

Va.  Co.  Rec.  -  Land  Grants  New  Kent  Co.  Va.  1665  -  386  acres  to 
Nicholas  Ware  and  John  Garrett. 

Sam  Ref.  3OO  acres  to  John  Hodson  and  John  Garrett,  p  47; 

Will  of  Jos.  Dolby,  Oct.  2,  1713:  Bro.  John  Dolby,  Cousin  Ann  Dolby, 
dau.  of  Jos.  Dolby;  bros  Benjamin  and  John  Dolby;  Coz.  John,  son  of 
Richard  Smith;  Cox.  Thomas, son  of  Richard  Garrett;  sister  Elizabeth  John¬ 
son,  wife  Joanna,  etc.,  sister  Sarah  Garrett.  (Note:  The  persons  spoken 
of  as  "cousins"  were  nieces  and  nephews,  and  the  custom  was  quite  gener¬ 
ally  used. ) 


BUCKINGHAM  COUNTY  MARRIAGES 

Charles  Garrott  and  Chloe  Agee,  John  Agee,  Sec.,  Dec,  1785- 

Joseph  Townson  and  Susannah  Garrett,  Stephen  Garrott,  Sec.,  15th  June, 

1786. 

Wm.  &  Mary  Quar.  (2)  V.  1  ,  p  l40;  Prince  Edward  Co.  Rec.  p  44,  July 
Ct.  John  Dixon  is  granted  allowance  for  furnishing  provision  to  Mary 
Garrott,  her  husband  in  Continental  service. 


C 


GAEROTT  -  AGEE  MARRIAGES 


Betsy  Garrott  (Chas.  Garrott  &  Mary  Ayres),  married  Jacob  Agee; 

Isaac  Garrott  "  "  "  "  "  "  Mollie  Aeee- 

Chas.  Garrott  "  "  "  "  "  "  Chloe  Agee/ 

Lizzie  Garland  Ayres  Brooks  (Emellne,  John  B.,  Rev.  John  Ayres)  md 
T,  M»  Agee,  Jr. 

Susannah  Garrott,  dau.  of  Chas.  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Garrott  md  Step¬ 
hen  Fuq.ua.  Here,  as  in  many  Ayres  families,  we  find  a  tangle  of  re¬ 
lationship.  Ann,  or  Nancy  Ayres,  dau.  of  John  and  Jane  ( Salle)  Ayres, 
and  cousin  to  this  Susannah  Garrott,  was  b  1T81,  and  also  md  this 
Stephen  Fuqua.  Mary  Ayres  (Nathan,  Matthias)  md  Aaron  Fuqua,  bro.  of 
this  Stephen. 


6o 


THE  CHILDREN  OF  MATTHIAS  AND  ELIZABETH  (HALES)  AYRES 


Ic  Maiy,  or  Mollie  Ayres,  dau^ter  of  Matthias  and  Elizabeth 
(Hales)  Ayres  was  horn  clrce  17^5  (?)  Most  of  the  information  concerning 
her  descendants  was  received  from  Dr»  E.  P.  J.  Garrott,  pastor  of  First 
Baptist  Church,  Conway,  Ark.  Dr.  Garrott  stated  that  Chas.  and  Mollie 
(Ayres)  Garrott  went  from  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  to  a  point  along  the  Kentucky- 
Tennessee  line,  not  far  from  Clarksville,  Tenn.,  in  the  early  iSOO's  and 
he  was  not  sure  whether  they  lived  on  the  Kentucky  side,  hut  rather  thou^t 
they  did. 

The  census  of  l8l0  for  Buckingham  does  not  show  Chas.  Garrott,  who  had 
prohahly  left  there,  as  Dr.  Garrott  states.  There  is  a  Chas.  Garrod  shown 
in  that  census,  with  one  male  under  10,  three  males  10  to  l6,  1  male 
and  up,  1  female  under  10,  1  fomle  10  to  l6,  1  female  45  and  up,  20  slaves. 

Charles  Garrott  gave  material  aid  during  the  Revolution  and  the  record 
is  in  the  Archives  of  Virginia  State  Lihrary.  This  entitles  his  descendants 
to  membership  in  DAR.  It  is  quite  possible  that  the  Mary  Garrott  who  was 
furnished  provisions  to  John  Dixon  in  Prince  Edward  Co.  Va.  (See  notes) 
for  services  of  her  husband  in  the  Continental  service,  may  have  been  this 
Mary  Garrott,  and  she  may  have  been  living  with  John  Dixon.  No  date  is 
shown. 


In  Burton ^s  "Chronicles  of  Virginia"  we  read;  Susan  Biurton,  who  md. 
first  John  Garrett,  (Whose  name  was  spelled ''Garrott"  in  the  two  wills  of 
his  father  and  mother-in-law  Burton,  The  births  of  children  to  John  and 
Susannah  Garrott  are  recorded  in  the  Bristol  Register  as  follows s  Anne, 
b  Sept,  26,  1721;  Susanna  b  Sept,  1,  1723  (who  was  mentioned  in  the  will 
of  her  granctnother  Burton  in  1745),  John  b  July  10,  1726,  Isaac  b  Dec.  9^ 

1929,  Abraham  b  July  3^  I729  (sic),  Thomas  b  Dec.  6,  1730^  and  Stephen  b 

April  9^  1733 »  The  will  of  John  Garrett  in  Amelia  Co,,  Feb.  5^  1742  (pro¬ 
bated  May  18,  1744)  names  his  wife  Susannah  and  children,  Charles,  John, 
Stephen,  Thcmas,  Isaac,  Fanny  and  Susan  Burton  Garrett. 

We  find  in  Tyler ’^s  Mag,  VI,  that  William  Burton,  Jr.  married  Eliza¬ 
beth  Eyre,  Northampton  Co.  Va.,  Dec.  25,  1721. 

Dr.  Garrott *s  list  of  the  children  of  Charles  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Garrott 

is  as  follows;  He  gave  no  dates  of  birth,  marriage  or  death. 


1, 

Betsy  Garrott 

4. 

Isaac  Garrott 

2. 

Susan  Garrott 

5. 

Charles  Garrott 

3. 

Mary  Garrott 

6. 

Edmond  Garrott 

1. 

Betsy  Garrott,  dau. 

of  Charles  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Garrott  married 

Jacob  Agee.  All  of  the  children  of  Chas.  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Garrott  married 
persons  of  Huguenot  descent.  From  an  examination  of  the  Agee  genealogy, 
by  James  W,  Agee,  we  find  that  Jacob  Agee  who  md  Betsy  Garrott,  Mollie 
Agee,  who  md  Isaac  Garrott,  and  Chloe  Agee,  who  md  Charles  Garrott,  were 


61 


all  the  children  of  James  and  Elizabeth  (Ford)  Agee.  These  multiple  fam¬ 
ily  marriages  result  in  the  usual  tan^e  that  we  find  in  Southern  rela¬ 
tionships  . 

The  Huguenot,  Vol.  6,  1933  (also  V  5^  1931)  P  66,  states  that  the 
wife  of  James  Agee  was  Elizabeth  Ford,  born  1729^  died  l821.  McAllis¬ 
ter’s  Va.  Milita  in  the  Revolution  states  that  Jacob  Agee,  of  Buckingham 
Co.  Va.  applied  for  pension  for  service  in  the  Revolution.  In  1835  he 
was  77  years  of  age.  The  census  of'  l8l0  for  Buckingham  shows  a  Jacob 
Agee  "With  two  males  under  10,  1  male  ^5  and  up,  1  female  under  10,  2 
females  10  to  l6,  1  female  45  and  up,  1  female  under  10,  2  females  10  to 
l6,  1  female  45  and  up>  37  slaves.  Jacob  Agee  "was  the  son  of  James  Agee 
and  Elizabeth  Ann  Ford,  and  James  Agee  was  the  son  of  Mathieu  Agee,  the 
immigrant  to  Virginia  l6l0.  The  Agee  genealogy  states  that  Jacob  Agee 
■'/ra.s  born  1745  and  died  1832,  and  that  his  children  were  as  follows: 


1. 

Jacob  Agee 

4. 

Dau .  md  Baber 

2. 

Frederick  Agee 

5. 

Polly  Agee  m  Win. 

Snoddy 

3» 

Elizabeth  Agee  m  Brooks 

6. 

Jeanette  m  H.  W. 

Corker 

Frederick  Agee,  son  of  Jacob  and  Betsy  (Oarrott)  Agee,  "was  b  Aug. 
l4,  1803,  Buckin^am  Co.,  Va.  and  md  I825.  He  died  Aug.  J,,  I888,  Lewis, 
Mo.  His  wife,  Susanna  Agee,  "was  b  Oct.  25,  I807,  in  Buckin^am  Co.  and 
died  Sept.  5,  l891^  Lewis,  Mo.  They  had  several  children. 

2.  Susannah  Garrott,  dau.  of  Chas.  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Garrott,  md 
Stephen  Fuqua.  She  was  b  Feb.  22,  1772,  and  married  Dec.  17,  1790*  Ste¬ 
phen  Fuqua  was  b  Feb.  22,  I769,  son  of  William  Fuqua.  He  d  Sept.  21, 
1843,  and  she  d  Dec.  2,  1813.  Stephen  Fuqua  is  said  to  have  had  24  chil¬ 
dren.  In  Johnson’s  History  of  Kentucky,  V  3^  P  I298,  this  is  stated: 

The  Bible  records  of  Stephen  Fuqua,  sho'wn  elsewhere,  lists  but  12  chil¬ 
dren,  of  whom  the  seven  sho'wn  below  are  stated  to  be  the  children  of 
Susannah.  The  second  wife  of  Stephen  Fuqua  'was  Nancy  Ayres,  cousin  of 
Susannah  and  dau.  of  John  and  Jane  (Salle)  Ayres. 


The  census  of  I810  for  Buckin^am  shows  Stephen  Fuqua  ■with  -two 
males  -under  10,  1  male  26  to  45,  1  female  10  to  16,  1  female  16  to  26, 
1  female  45  and  up  and  8  slaves. 


The  children  of  Stephen  and  Susannali  (Garrott)  Fuqua  were, 
by  their  Bible  records: 


as  shown 


1. 

Sarah  Fuqua  b  10-7-1793 

4. 

2. 

Mary  Fuqua  b  10-14-1796 

5. 

3. 

Stephen  Fuqua  b  7-22-1804 

6. 

7. 

Matthew  Hales  Fuqua  b  3-I-I807 
Elizabeth  Ann  Fuqua  b  9-3-l8ll 
Joseph  Fuq\ia  b  9-3-18L1  d 

Oct.  1884 

William  G.  Fuqua,  b  II-IO-I813 


1.  Sarah  Fuqua,  dau.  of  Stephen  and  Susannah  'was  b  Oct.  7,  1793* 
She  married  a  Williams,  and  is  mentioned  in  her  father’s  •will  as  Sally 
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Williams.  No  infomation  concerning  her  descendants. 

2.0  Mary  Fuqna,  dan.  of  Stephen  and  Susannah  ^was  h.  Oct.  l4,  1796. 

She  was  called  Polly  and  md  a  Mr.  Routen. 

3.  Stephen  Fuqua,  son  of  Stephen  and  Susannah  was  h  J-oly  22,  l80'7 
and  died  July  I833.  Mrs.  Claude  Chastain,  of  Lakeland,  Fla.,  is  a  grand- 
dau^ter  of  Stephen  Fuqua,  whose  wife  was  Sophia  W.  Ross.  Mrs.  Chastain's 
father  was  Ben  F.  Fuqua  who  had  a  brother,  .Charles  and  sister  Arabella 
Fuqua. 


4.  Matthew  Hales  Fuqua,  son  of  Stephen  and  Susannah  (Garrott)  Fuqua, 
was  b  March  1,  l807^  died  Mar.  1,  I876.  We  have  no  further  information 
concerning  him. 

5.  Elizabeth  Ann  Fuqua,  dau.  of  Stephen  and  Susannah,  was  bom  Sept. 

3,  1811.  She  was  the  twin  of  Joseph  Monroe  Fuqua.  She  md  John  P.  Williams 
1836  and  d  Aug.  1894.  No  further  information. 

6.  Joseph  Monroe  Fuqua,  son  of  Stephen  and  Susanna,  was  b  Sept. 

3,  1811.  He  d  Oct.  l884.  Bom  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  md  Lucy  Ann  Williams 
who  was  b  Jan.  15,  I815,  Franklin  Co.  Ky.  They  were  md  1835  and  she  d 
1856,  Montgomery  Co.  Term.  Their  children  were  as  follows; 

1.  James  Henry  Fuqua.  He  had  three  children  all  of  whom  died 
without  issue.  He  md  Martha  Ann  Walker  on  July  9^  1859^  'W'do  was  b  Logan  Co. 
Ky.  April  27,  I838. 

2.  John  Hales  Fuqua.  No  further  information. 

3.  Vincent  Williams  Fuqua  and  Sallie  Parham  I87O. 

4.  Joseph  Monroe  Fuqua,  Jr.  No  further  information. 

5.  Burwell  Gmbbs  Fuqua  md  Jennie  Mitchell  1874. 

6.  Sophia  Mary  Fuqua  md  C.  N.  Northington. 

7.  Susan  M.  Fuqua  d  unm. 

7.  William  G.  Fuqua,  son  of  Stephen  and  Susannah  Fuqua,  ms  b  Nov. 

19,  1813.  No  further  information. 

The  children  of  Stephen  and  Nancy  (Ayres)  Fuqua  will  be  shown  under 
the  descendants  of  John  Ayres  and  Jane  Salle. 

3.  Mary  Garrott,  dau.  of  Chas.  dnd  Mary  (Ayres)  Garrott, married  Joel 
Ford  about  I785,  according  to  his  descendants.  Following  a.re  notes  on  the 
Ford,  family,  and  letters  from  a  descendant,  W.  F.  Maxey,  concerning  their 
children.  He  gives  the  following  list  of  children  of  Joel  and  Mary  (Garrott) 
Ford; 


1. 

Elizabeth  Ford 

6. 

Walter  A.  Ford 

2. 

John  Ford 

7. 

Samuel  A.  Ford 

3^ 

Judith  Ford 

8. 

Mary  Ford 

4. 

5. 

Martha  Ford 

Peter  Ford 

9» 

James  Ford 
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The  census  of  l8l0  for  Buckingham  Co.  shovs  that  Joel  Ford  was  there, 
with  3  males  10  to  l6;  1  male  ^5  and  up;  1  female  under  10,  1  female  10 

to  l6,  1  female  26  to  19  slaves. 

3.  Judith  Ford,  dau.  of  Joel  and  Mary  (Garrott)  Ford,  was  h  Feh.  1^, 
1791  and  md  Oct.  4,  I809  to  Boaz  Maxey,  who  was  horn  Aug.  22,  1785,  and 

Feh.  11,  l864,  Monroe  Co.  Mo.  They  were  md  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  and 

moved  to  Gerrard  Co.  Ky.  in  1809.  They  moved  from  there  to  Howard  Co.  Mo. 
in  1819,  and  later  to  Macon,  Monroe  Co.  Mo.  Judith  (Ford  Maxey  d  Monroe 
Co.  Oct  25,  1870.  Boaz  Maxey  was  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  (or  Mollie) 
Maxey.  John  Maxey  was  son  of  Edward  Maxey,  who  was  son  of  John,  who  was 
son  of  Edward  and  Susannah  Maxey.  Mary  Maxey,  wife  of  John  Maxey  and  mot¬ 
her  of  Boaz  Maxey,  was  a  dau.  of  Nathaniel  Maxey,  son  of  William  Maxey, 
who  was  son  of  Edward  Maxey.  The  children  of  Boaz  and  Judith  (Ford) 

Maxey; 


1.  Joel  Hales  Maxey,  h.  Gerrard  Co.  Ky.,  Aug.  'J,  I8IO,  d  Macon,  Mo., 
May  12,  l862.  The  name  of  his  wife  is  unknown.  He  had  five  children. 

2.  Elisha  Maxey,  h  in  Gerrard  Co.  Ky.  Feh.  22,  l8l2,  d  in  Macon  Co. 
Mo.,  April  26,  1862.  He  had  one  child. 

3.  Mary  Marshall  Maxey,  h.  Gerrard  Co.  Ky.,  Feh.  22,  I815,  md 
Thomas  G.  Pogue  and  had  six  children.  She  d  March  17,  1853 •  Her  hus¬ 
band  d  Dec.  25,  1893 » 

4.  John  Jackson  Maxey,  h  Gerrard  Co.  Ky.,  Nov.  23,  I816; 

5.  Walter  Ford  Maxey,  h  Gerrard  Co.  Ky.,  Mar.  9, 

6.  Rebecca  Jane  Maxey,  h  Howard  Co.  Mo.,  April  2,  1828,  d  in  Oregon, 
Feh.  17,  1867.  She  md  Wn.  Vanlandingham  and  they  had  several  children. 

The  Maxeys  intemiarried  in  several  instances  with  Ayres  descendants. 
Other  Ayres-Maxey  marriages  were  Nathan  Ayres,  son  of  Matthias  1st,  md 
second  Mary  (Bondurant)  Maxey,  widow  of  Rev.  Edward  Maxey.  She  had  six 
children  and  two  of  her  children  md  two  of  the  children  of  Nathan  and 
Mary  (Leake)  Ayres. 

Joel  Ford,  son  of  Peter  and  Judith  (Maxey)  Ford,  married  Mary  Garrott. 
Peter  was  a  son  of  James  Ford. 

4.  Isaac  Garrott,  son  of  Chas.  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Garrott,  md  1st 
Mollie  Agee,  and  second  Phoebe  Fossee.  (Probably  a  corruption  of  the 
French  name  Fouche.)  Isaac  Garrott  was  a  solider  in  the  Revolution.  He 
died  Oct.  28,  1825.  He  had  fifteen  children,  thirteen  by  his  first  wife 
and  two  by  his  second.  The  list  as  given  by  Dr.  E.P.J,  Garrott  follows: 
Isaac  Garrott 's  wife,  Mollie  Agee,  was  a  sister  to  Jacob  Agee  who  md 
Betsy  Garrott,  and  to  Chloe  Agee  who  md  Chas.  Garrott.  These  three  Agees 
were  the  children  of  James  and  Elizabeth  Ann  (Ford)  Agee.  Children  of 
Isaac  and  Mollie  (Agee)  Garrott; 

1.  Chloe  Garrott  m  Jos,  Bondurant,  no  further  information 

2.  Edmond  Garrott  m  Sallle  Gough  "  "  " 

3.  Hercules  Garrott  m  Polly  Whitlock,  no  ”  " 
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4«  Betsy  Garrott  m  Willlajn  Cayce,  no  further  information 

5.  Polly  Garrott  m  Thomas  Thomas,  ”  "  " 

6.  Ruth  Garrett  m  John  Sallee,  "  ”  " 

7<i  Isaac  Garrett  m  Jane  Radford,  g..v» 

8,  Mantha  Garrett  m  Sam  Dhhlel  "  "  " 

9.  Susan  Garrett  m  Edmond  Killibre,  no  "  " 

10.  Jacob  Garrett  m  Milly  Cherry  and  Nancy  Goin,  nothing  further 

11.  Nancy  Garrett  m  Asabel  Sallee,  no  further  information 

12.  Virginia  Garrett  m  Joshua  Killibre,  no  further  information 

13*  Pleasant  Garrett  m  Patsy  Radford,  "  "  " 

'i^.  Chas.  Francis  Garrett,  son  of  Isaac  and  Phoebe  (Possett) 

Garrott,  no  further  information. 

15.  An  infant,  whose  name  we  do  not  have  was  the  last  child  of 
Issac  and  Phoebe  (Fosee)  Garrett. 

The  following  notes  were  sent  by  Mrs.  L,  F.  Wade,  Kansas  City,  Mo., 
taken  from  Kentucky  records: 

Lucinda  Bondurant,  dau.  of  David  Bondurant  and  Polly  Garrett,  b 
1823,  d  ,  St.  Joseph,  Mo.  She  md  first  John  Ayres,  Sr.,  second  Ragan. 
She  had  a  son,  John  Ayres,  Jr.,  who  md  a  Piper, 

Edmond  H.  Garrett,  son  of  Isaac  and  Jane  Johnson  Radford,  b  in  Ky. 
1821-29.  He  md  Mary  Jackson  and  they  had  at  least  one  daughter,  Leila 
Susan  Garrett,  who  m  Prentice  Crenshaw  Sallee.  Descendants  live  at 
Hopkinsville,  Ky, 

Ruth  Garrett,  dau.  of  Isaac  Garrett,  Sr.  and  Mary  Agee,  b  in  Va. 
1782/92,  md  John  H,  Salle,  son  of  Jacob  Bondurant  Salle  and  wf  Judith. 

He  was  b  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  1791*  They  had  four  children,  Elizabeth, 
Cynthia,  Jacob  and  Pleasant. 

7.  Isaac  Garrott,  son  of  Isaac  and  Mollie  (Agee)  Garrott,  married 
Jane  Radford.  They  settled  in  1816  on  a  farm  fourteen  miles  south  of 
Hopkinsville,  Ky.  Many  of  their  descendants  still  live  in  that  vicinity. 
They  had  six  children,  as  follows; 

1.  Robert  Wilson  Garrott  md  Sarah  Pendleton 

2.  'Mary  Ann  Garrott,  no  information. 

3.  Harriett  Garrott  md  Matthew  Major 
k.  Maria  Garrott  md  OFiomas  W,  Terrell 

5.  Martha  Elizabeth  Garrott,  no  infoimation 

6.  Edmond  Hales  Garrott,  born  I838,  d  1925,  md  Mary  Susan 

Jackson. 

In  the  History  of  Christian  Co.  Ky,  we  read  this;  "Edmond  Hailes 
Garrott,  b  May  18,  I838,  in  Christian  Co,  Ky,  His  father,  Isaac  Garrott, 
was  a  native  of  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  He  d  Aug,  I6,  I868.  His  wife,  Jane 
Radford  Garrott,  dau  of  Benjamin  and  Nancy  (Agee)  Radford,  was  born  in 
Buckin^am  Co.  Va.  Isaac  Garrott,  Sr.  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary 
War.  He  d  Oct,  28,  I825,  married  Mollie  Agee.  Edmond  Halles  Garrott  md 
Mary  Susan  Jackson,  Oct.  6,  I863.  She  was  b  Charlotte  Co.  Va.,  Jime  I7, 
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iQhk.  He  d  July  26,  1925."  The  thirteen  Children  of  Emond  Hales  and  Mary 
Susan  (Jackson  Garrott)  were: 

1.  William  Walton  Garrott,  Hopkinsville,  Ky. 

2.  Isaac  Madison  Garrott,  died  young 

3.  Mary  Elizabeth  Garrott  m  E.  W.  Coakley,  lives  Hopkinsville 

k.  Martha  Jane  Garrott  m  Morgan  Hopson,  lives  in  Michigan:  City,  Miss. 

5.  Edmond  Hales  Garrott,  Jr.,  pastor  of  Baptist  Church,  Appalachi- 
cola,  Fla. 

6.  Joseph  Thomas  Garrott,  Bradenton,  Fla. 

7.  Benjamin  Othello  Garrott,  Nashville,  Tenn. 

8.  Robert  Agee  Garrott,  died  young 

9.  Harriett  Ford  Garrott,  died  young 

10.  Lelia  Susan  Garrott  md  P,  G.  Sallee,  lives  Hopkinsville,  Ky. 

11.  Ernest  Perry  Jackson  Garrott,  pastor  of  First  Baptist  Chturch,  Con¬ 
way,  Ark.  He  gave  this  information,  but  no  dates. 

12.  Norris  Baker  Garrott,  Oak  Grove,  Ky. 

13.  A  daughter  who  died  in  infancy. 

5.  Charles  Garrott,  son  of  Chas.  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Garrott,  md  Chloe 
Agee.  We  know  nothing  of  his  descendants  except  Mr.  S.  D.  Maxey  who  has 
been  so  often  quoted  in  this  compilation. 

6,  Edmond  Garrbtt,  son  of  Charles  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Garrott.  We  have 
no  Infoination  concerning  him. 

The  following  notes  were  also  taken  from  History  of  Christain  Co.,  Ky: 

W.  Walton  Garrott  md  Mary  Darnell  and  Ann  Pollard 

Mary  Elizabeth  Garrott  md  Rev.  E.  W.  Coakley,  Baptist  Minister 

Mattie  J.  Garrott  md  Morgan  Hopson 
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FORD  NOTES 


There  is  almost  as  much  confusion  and  uncertainty  about  the  Ford  fam¬ 
ily  origin  in  the  United  States  as  about  other  Huguenot  lines.  Follow¬ 
ing  are  some  notes  received  from  M  s.  ¥,  E,  Terrell^  of  Sedalia^  Mo., 
who  has  authentic  papers  and  records  concerning  her  Agee,  Ford  Bondurant 
lines: 

"In  1699  a-  Huguenot  colony  left  Southampton,  England,  for  Virginia. 
There  were  four  (4)  debarkations  in  all  and  more  than  5OO  people.  The 
names  of  the  three  known  were  the  Peter  and  Anthony,  galley  of  London, 
LeNassau,  and  the  Mary  and  Ann, 

The  conly  came  under  the  leadership  of  a  brave  and  gallant  gentle¬ 
man,  the  Marquis  Olivier  De  Muce  and  his  assistant.  Chares  de  Sailly. 
Arriving  in  Virginia,  they  founded  the  Huguenot  Colony  of  Manakintown 
in  Powhatan  and  Goochland  counties.  Pour  ministers  accompanied  the  expe¬ 
dition,  Jean  Fontaine,  Louis  Latane,  Benjamin  de  Joux  and  Claud  Philllpe 
de  Rlchbourg.  Two  surgeons  also  came:  Drs.  Castigne  and  Paul  Mlcou. 

They  established  a  church  of  which  the  Rev.  Jean  Fontaine  was  the  first 
minister  and  Jacque  Sublette  the  first  clerk.  The  refugees  were  of  the 
best  blood  of  France,  many  of  them  nobility,  and  some  had  royal  blood 
in  their  veins," 

From  the  Huguenot,  Matthieu  Agee  came  from  France  to  Virginia 

in  1690,  and  was  one  of  the  founders  of  Manakintown,  Va.  His  name 
appears  on  the  earliest  church  rolls  of  King  William  Parish  in  Manakln 
about  (1700),  and  each  later  record  found,  until  about  1T41,  contains 
his  name.  As  his  name  is  missing  from  those  about  this  date,  we  assume 
that  is  about  the  date  of  his  death.  He  was  a  vestryman  in  King  William 
Parish,  and  was  granted  8OO  acres  in  Henrico  Co.  Va.  (Ref,  Va.  Hist, 

Mag.  V  2.)  He  married  in  France,  name  of  wife  unknown  and  had  four 
children.  Preaching  services  were  held  in  the  home  of  his  son  James, 
for  seventy  years.  Bishop  Asbury  preached  there.  James  Agee  was  a 
Revolutionary  soldier  -  Jth  Reg.  Va,  He  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Ford 
(1729-1821),  were  married  76  years  and  most  of  their  married  life  was 
spent  in  their  home  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  On  list  of  land  patents 
mention  of  Stephen  and  James  Ford  and  location  of  their  land  is  made. 

John  Ford  died  at  sea.  His  wife  was  Martha  _ ,  to  whom  meal 

was  issued  1701,  Chesterfield  Co.  Va. 

One  John  Ford  and  wife  came  to  Henrico  Co.  Va.,  I683,  and  a  John 
Ford  came  in  Aug.  169O.  All  the  Fords  settled  in  what  is  now  Chester¬ 
field  Co.  Va.,  formerly  Henrico. 

Brock's  Huguenot  Emigration  to  America  lists  the  names  and  dates  of 
birth  of  Jaques  (James)  Ford  and  Ann  his  wife.  Also  the  names  of  Pierre 
Faure  or  Ford  and  Marie,  his  wife.  The  wife  of  James  Ford  was  apparently 
named  Ann  Elizabeth,  (note  by  compiler). 


Notes  from  Flora  E.  Richardson,  5^0  S.  Humphrey  Ave.,  Oak  Park,  ' 
Ills.  193^: 

The  widow  Faure  came  from  France  in  the  ship  Mary  Ann,  landing  the 
23rd  of  July  1699*  The  sons  were  Pierre  and  Jean  Faure,  and  two  dau^- 
ters.  The  husband  died  upon  the  voyage,  or  just  before  the  ship  sailed 
from  England.  The  husband  was  Jacques. 

Pierre  Faure,  born  in  France  about  163^^  died  in  Goochland  Co.  Va. 
17^5*  He  married  Judith,  the  daughter  of  Joseph  Bingli.  They  had  three 
sons: 

Jacques  Faure  md  Ann _ .  They  had  two  sons  and  six  daus.  Pierre 

Faure  b  Jan  11,  lT3^j  Jacques  b  17^2;  Thomas  Pierre  Faure  is  the  Peter 
Fore  who  kept  store  in  l8l2,  in  Prince  Edward  Co.  Va.  Pierre  Fore,  b  1 
173^^  is  the  ancestor  of  the  Lands  of  Saline  Co.  Mo.  After  17^5 ^  the 
spelling  of  Faure  was  changed  to  the  English  pronunciation  of  Fore. 

Fore  records  may  be  found  in  the  Huguenot,  V.  7^  P  197* 

William  Fore,  son  of  Stephen,  born  1773^  went  with  his  sister, 
America:  Ann  Fore,  to  Missouri.  William  never  married.  He  died  in 
Missouri  in  1903*  His  sister,  America  Ann  Fore  was  b  in  Virginia 
March  2,  l807^  and  was  married  to  Robert  C.  Land  Nov.  23,  I826.  They 
had  five  sons  and  one  daughter.  Stephen,  John  and  Frank  died  without 
issue;  William  Land  had  seven  children;  Henryetta  Land  Smith  had 
three  children.  Peter  Winston  Land  had  seven  children. 

Howard  Co.  Mo.,  Book  167,  wills,  etc;  Peter  Ford  and  Boaz  M.Ford, 
James  Robertson  and  Thomas  Tharp,  bond  of  $5^CCC,  as  administrator  of 
Laban  Ford,  dec’d. 

Ford  notes  from  George  Weatherall,  Windsor,  Mo.  Widow  Faure  from 
France.  Son  Pierre  Faure,  or  Fore,  or  Ford  Sr.  married  Judith  Godwin, 
or  Goodwin,  dau.  of  Isaac  and  Ann  Godwin,  Goochland  Co.  Va.  She  was 
Peter ' s  second  wife . 

Marriages  of  Prince  Edward  Co.  Va.  by  Knorr:  p  27.  Aug.  18,  I788. 
Peter  Fore  Jr.  and  Mary  Woodson,  widow  of  Chas.  Woodson,  Sec.  Jacob 
Woodson. 

Cn  pages  following  may  be  found  copies  of  old  letter  concerning 
the  Joel  Ford  and  Maxey  families. 
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Paris,  Monroe  Co.,  Mo., 
Thursday,  July  25,  I895 


Mrs.  Lucy  B.  Aldrich, 

Cascade  Rock,  Oregon 

Dear  Neice: 

Your  letter  received  several  weeks  ago  yet  I  have  not  felt  like 
writing.  I  would  be  glad  to  give  you  a  history  of  the  family  if  I 
Could  do  so,  but  am  at  a  great  loss  as  to  dates  and  will  have  to  be 
content  with  reckoning  by  generations. 

According  to  an  account  given  me  by  my  grandparents  of  Bucking¬ 
ham  Co.,  Va.,  on  the  29th  day  of  June  l844,  Edward  Maxey,  who  was 
the  first  of  the  name,  that  is  as  far  as  their  knowledge  extended. 

He  is  supposed  to  have  come  from  England.  (From  another  source  of 
information,  the  Maxey  family  came  from  France.  With  all  the  infor¬ 
mation  I  have,  the  locality  is  doubtful.) 

Edward  had  several  sons.  The  one  which  our  family  sprang  from 
was  named  John.  John  had  but  two  sons,  Sampson  and  Edward.  Sampson 
left  no  offspring.  The  sons  of  Edward  were  John,  Edward,  Sampson  and 
James.  There  were  seven  girls,  -  Rebecca,  Judith,  Patsy,  Phoebe,  Aupa, 
Mary,  Anna  and  Rachel.  (l  see  I  have  eight  names  instead  of  seven.) 

My  grandfather  John,  who  was  Edward's  eldest  son,  was  born  in 
Buckingham  Co.  Va.  in  1754  or  1756,  for  there  is  some  doubt  about  the 
exact  date.  The  family  register  was  destroyed  by  fire  and  a  new  one 
formed  from  memory.  My  grandmother  was  about  five  years  younger  than 
my  grandfather.  I  am  now  writing  of  my  grandparents  on  my  father's 
side.  Grandfather  lived  to  a  great  old  age,  being  upwards  of  90  when 
he  died.  Grandmother  was  also  quite  old  when  she  died.  I  have  no 
dates.  Grandfather  was  a  soldier  in  the  Revolutionary  War,  He  enlisted 
March  1st  from  Virginia,  served  three  months  as  a  private  soldier  under 
Capts.  William  Anderson  and  Harding  Perkins  and  Colonel  Harvey.  Again 
enlisted  Sept.  1,  I78I,  served  three  months  as  a  private  under  Capt. 

John  Mosley.  He  was  in  the  battle  of  Yorktown.  (I,S*C»  File  8. 991*) 

My  grandmother's  maiden  name  was  Maxey,  a  distant  relative  of 
my  grandfather's.  She  was  the  daughter  of  Nathaniel  Maxey,  He  had 
but  one  brother,  whose  name  was  John.  Their  father's  name  was 
William, 

There  were  thirteen  children  in  my  grandfather's  family,  all  of 
whom  lived  to  be  grown.  The  names  of  the  children  are  as  follows: 
Beginning  at  the  eldest,  Rebecca,  Kiziah,  Boaz,  Elisha,  Amy, Cinta, 

Ruth,  Elizabeth,  John,  Edward,  Nathaniel,  Mary  and  Bennett. 
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Of  the  above  named  children,  Boaz,  the  third  child,  was  my  father. 
He  was  horn  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  on  August  22,  IT85.  He  was  married 
the  4th  of  Oct.  I809  to  Judith  Ford,  of  the  same  county  and  state. 

My  mother’s  maiden  name  was  Judith  Ford.  She  was  the  daughter  of 
Joel  Ford,  of  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  I  am  able  to  trace  back  my  progeni¬ 
tors  on  my  mother’s  side  for  several  generations,  and  for  this  informa¬ 
tion  I  am  much  indebted  to  Jacob  Ford,  who  died  in  this  county  many 
years  ago.  James  Ford  was  his  (Jacob  Ford’s)  grandfather.  The  date 
of  his  birth  my  informant  could  not  tell,  but  he  died  to  the  advanced 
age  of  106.  According  to  tradition,  his  parents  were  from  France.  The 
said  James  Ford  married  a  woman  by  the  name  of  Bondurant,  also  from 
France.  They  had  three  sons,  Peter,  James  and  Boaz.  The  names  of  the 
girls  were  Molla,  Judith,  Maglin  (Magdalen?),  Rachel  and  Anna.  Peter 
Ford,  James’  eldest  son,  married  Judith  Maxey,  daughter  of  John  Maxey, 
mentioned  on  the  second  page  as  being  the  son  of  Edward  Maxey,  the 
first  mentioned  of  the  Maxey  name. 

The  names  of  the  children  of  Peter  Ford  by  his  first  wife  are: 
Rebecca,  Ruth,  Anna,  Judith.  The  boys  were  Daniel,  Joel,  Jacob,  John 
and  Obey.  He  (Peter)  was  married  four  times,  and  by  his  second  wife 
had  no  offspring.  The  children  of  the  third  wife  were:  Laban,  Sally, 
Polly,  and  the  fourth  wife  had  but  one  child,  whose  name  was  Peter. 

Joel  Ford,  who  was  a  son  of  Peter  by  his  first  wife,  was  my  grand¬ 
father  on  my  mother’s  side.  His  mother  and  my  grandfather  Maxey ’s 
father  were  brother  and  sister  and  this  alliance  has  been  kept  up  for 
several  generations.  Hence  has  arisen  the  multiplied  relationship  of 
the  Ford  and  Maxeys.  The  Bondurants  are  also  widely  related  to  the 
Fords  and  Maxeys.  These  families  and  others  are  first  mentioned  as 
settling  in  America  about  twelve  miles  above  where  Richmond  now  stands, 
at  a  place  then  called  Monocan  Town  on  the  James  River;  and  here  I 
cannot  but  regret  that  I  cannot  give  you  the  date  of  that  settlement, 
but  perhaps  it  was  over  200  years  ago. 

But  more  than  a  century  ago,  the  Fords  and  Maxeys  and  others 
moved  hi^er  up  on  the  James  River,  and  settled  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va. 

A  number  of  the  name  and  relatives  still  reside  in  Virginia.  Others 
of  the  same  families  are  scattered  through  the  different  states. 
’’Westward,  ’tis  said,  the  star  of  empire  makes  her  way." 

I  will  here  return  to  my  mother’s  family  again.  My  grandfather, 
Joel  Ford,  married  Mary  Garrott,  of  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  They  were  mar¬ 
ried  about  the  date  1785  or  I786.  My  grandmother’s  mother  was  named 
Ayers.  Hence  the  Ayers  relatives. 

The  names  of  my  grandfather  Ford’s  children  are:  Elizabeth,  John, 
Judith,  Martha,  Peter,  Walter  A.,  Samuel,  Mary  and  James. 

Of  the  above  named  children  who  were  my  aunts  and  uncles,  I  do  not 
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know  that  any  of  them  are  now  living  (1896).  From  some  of  them  I  have 
not  heard  for  many  years.  The  Ford  family,  some  of  them,  left  Virginia 
and  came  to  Kentucky  about  the  year  ITTT  -  about  this  date  was  their 
first  migration  westward. 

My  father  and  mother  were  born  and  raised  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va. 
Boaz  Maxey  born  Aug.  22,  1785,  my  mother,  Judith  Ford  Maxey  born  Feb. 
ih,  1791 •  They  were  married  Oct.  l4,  I809,  moved  to  Kentucky  the  same 
year,  1809,  remained  in  Kentucky  ten  years’ and  moved  to  Missouri  in  the 
year  I819.  During  their  stay  in  Kentucky  there  were  five  children  born 
all  in  Gerrard  Co.  The  names  of  the  children  were  Joel  Hales  Maxey, 
born  Aug.  7^  I8IO;  died  in  Macon  Co.,  Mo.,  May  12,  l862.  Elisha  Ayers 
Maxey,  born  Feb.  2k,  l8l2,  died  in  Macon  Co.  Mo.  April  26,  l862;  Mary 
Marshall  Maxey,  b.  Feb.  22,  I815,  died  March  17,  1853*  (Her  husband 
was  Thomas  G.  Pogue  and  he  died  Dec.  25,  l893*  She  was  the  mother  of 
six  children,  three  still  living  at  last  account),  John  Jackson  Maxey, 
(your  father)  born  Nov.  23,  I816;  Walter  Ford  Maxey,  born  March  9^  I819 
Rebecca  Jane  Maxey,  born  April  2,  I828,  in  Howard  Co.  Mo.,,  died  in  Ore¬ 
gon  Feb.  17,  1867.  Her  husband's  name  was  William  VanLandingham .  I 
have  not  the  number  or  names  of  all  their  children  -  neither  all  of 
those  of  your  father's  family.  Please  write  them  as  far  as  you  know. 
Bro.  Joel  has  five  children  living  as  far  as  I  know.  Bro.  Elisha  but 
one  child,  still  living  at  last  account. 

I  failed  to  mention  my  parent ' s  death  at  the  proper  place .  My 
father,  Boaz  Maxey,  died  in  this  county,  Feb.  11,  l864.  Mother  (Judith 
Maxey)  died  in  this,  Monroe  Co.  Mo.,  Oct.  25,  I87O.  The  Ford  family 
have  been  more  noted  for  honesty  and  steadiness  of  character  and  for 
common  sense  than  for  genius  or  brilliancy  of  thought.  Industy  and  pre 
serverance  have  been  leading  traits  of  character. 

The  Maxeys,  too,  have  been  noted  for  their  steady  habits.  Moving 
as  a  general  thing  in  the  middle  walks  of  life,  -  some  few  of  both  fam¬ 
ilies  have  obtained  honorable  positions  in  office. 

Whilst  I  consider  the  foregoing  a  limited  sketch  of  my  ancestors, 
still  it  has  been  rather  a  tiresome  one. 

(Signed)  W.  F.  Maxey 
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Buckingham  Co . ,  Va . 

New  Canton,  Jan.  l6,  l84l. 


Dear  Brother  and  Sister: 

I  again  write  you  a  few  lines  informing  you  I  am  enjoying  reasonable 
health  at  this  time.  I  was  somewhat  indisposed  a  few  days  past,  but  have 
gotten  over  it.  I  am  living  in  New  Canton  at  this  time  (viz.  I  make  it 
my  home  when  I  am  out  on  other  business,  as  I  have  considerable  business 
to  attend  to  for  a  Gentlman  of  this  place.  You  will  please  direct  your 
letters  to  this  place  \intil  you  hear  from  me  again.  I  begin  to  want  to 
hear  from  you  all  very  bad,  do  let  me  hear  from  all  my  relations  thus  as 
far  as  you  have  any  knowledge  of  them,  give  my  love  to  all  your  children, 
your  Father  and  Mother,  Brothers  and  Sisters,  etc.  -  Let  my  old  mother, 
sisters  and  brother  and  their  families  hear  from  me.  I  hope  they  will 
write  me  shortly.  All  yoirr  relations  which  are  living  here  are  well  as 
far  as  I  know.  Old  Uncle  John  and  Aunt  Mollie  Maxey  well.  Aunt  Patty 
Robertson  and  her  children  about  here  are  all  well.  We  have  had  a  very 
severe  winter  so  far.  Little  or  no  business  doing,  the  ice  has  broken 
loose  in  the  canal  within  a  few  days  and  the  boats  has  started  again. 

Our  canal  boat  a  very  neat  one  carrying  from  20  to  30  tons,  drawn  by 
two  horses  or  mules.  We  have  package  boats  fitted  out  with  excellent 
rooms  and  furniture  for  passengers,  etc.  the  navigation  completed  from 
Richmond  to  Lynchburg,  this  country  has  very  much  improved  in 'last  25 
years,  the  farmers  and  planters  have  turned  their  attention  to  the  im¬ 
provement  of  this  lands,  their  horses,  cattle  and  stock  of  every  kind; 
land  that  has  been  worn  out  and  lying  out  for  a  mmiber  of  years  has  been 
reclaimed  and  made  rich,  you  would  be  surprised  to  see  seme  of  the  worn 
out  fields  you  was  once  acquainted  with  now  in  cultivation,  producing 
the  finest  crops.  Corn  is  worth  $2.50  a  barrel  at  this  time  and  a  great 
of  old  corn  in  the  country  that  could  not  be  consumed  last  year,  tobacco 
is  likely  to  bring  a  good  price.  Wheat  crop  for  severl  years  has  not 
been  so  good  owing  to  the  fly  and  bug.  Politics  runs  as  high  as  ever. 
Since  the  election  of  Gen’l  Harrison,  the  Whigs  have  become  dissatisfied, 
they  are  falling  out  with  each  other.  I  think  we  should  have  six  candi¬ 
dates  for  this  county  next  Spring,  four  Whigs  and  two  Democrats.  We  mean 
to  let  them  fight  their  own  battles.  We  knew  they  were  always  a  dissatis¬ 
fied  people,  want  office  and  money  without  laboring  for  it.  I  am  no  pro¬ 
phet.  Mark  you,  if  you  live,  if  you  do  not  find  the  first  men  in  the 
country  will  be  the  Southern  Whigs  will  kick  up  at  Gen.  Harrison’s  admini¬ 
stration.  Write  me  immediately  on  receipt  of  this. 

I  remain  your  friend,  etc. 


(Signed)  John  Maxey 


John  Ford 
Sally  Ford 

Address  on  back  of  letter  -  folded  like  an  envelope: 
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25 


New  Canton 
Jay  l6 

Mr,  John  Ford, 
Knoxville^ 

Tennessee 


Buckin^am  Co.,  Virginia 


Dear  Cousin: 

I  take  up  my  pen  to  relate  to  you  the  death  of  your  brother,  John  Max- 
ey,  as  who  died  in  the  town  of  New  Canton  the  first  day  of  November.  His 
illness  was  short,  taken  with  fever  and  ague  about  the  last  of  August,  and 
the  doctor  said  it  was  a  kidney  affection,  a  stritture  in  the  bladder  which 
caused  his  death.  I  was  to  see  him  freq_uently  in  his  illness.  He  left  no 
will.  He  was  keeping  tavern  in  New  Canton  and  acting  as  Constable  to  his 
partner  in  the  tavern  claims  large  debts  on  his  estate.  The  tavern  belong¬ 
ed  to  Mr.  Anderson.  And-erson  was  a  merchant  and  made  John -lyfexey  the  trus¬ 
tee  to  manage  his  estate  in  his  life  for  the  benefit  of  Anderson's  wife. 

In  February,  1^41,  Anderson  died.  The  death  of  Anderson  made  it  necessary 
for  John  Maxey  to  administer  on  Anderson's  estate.  The  widow  charges  John 
Maxey  with  a  great  many  debts  that  she,  Mrs.  Anderson,  says  that  John  Max¬ 
ey  has  not  applied  to  her  debts.  Cousin  John  was  also  administrator  of 
Matthias  Ayres '  estate  and  guardian  for  the  children,  and  I  was  one  of  his 
sureties.  The  estate  is  unsettled.  The  children  of  Ayres  have  chosen 
other  guardians  and  they  are  claiming  large  sums  have  been  used  by  Cousin 
John.  Standing  as  his  surety  to  Ayres'  children,  I  have  become  the  admini¬ 
strator  to  Cousin  John's  estate,  I  find  in  bonds  and  upon  his  administra¬ 
tor's  book  together  a  large  amount  in  costs  of  warrants  to  him.  I  have 
not  been  in  the  habit  of  doing  business  of  this  sort,  but  I  hope  that  with 
what  assistance  I  can  get  there  may  be  no  waste  of  his  estate.  The  reason 
why  I  have  not  wrote  you  earlier,  the  papers  were  in  the  hands  of  Cousin 
John's  partner.  I  could  not  get  them  until  I  administered.  I  am  unable 
to  say  to  you  now  anything  how  his  affairs  may  wind  up.  I  believe  if  he 
could  get  justice,  that  his  estate  would  be  worth  say  ei^t  or  nine  hundred 
dollars.  They  have  attached  for  the  rent  of  the  tavern  house,  and  his 
property  can't  be  inventoried  until  they  get  their  rent.  They  have  sued 
me  as  administrator  in  many  causes  before  I  have  been  able  to  have  an 
appraisement.  I  have  an  order  of  court,  but  can't  get  the  property. 

I  hope  your  interest  in  your  brother's  estate  may  form  an  agreeable 
correspondence  betwixt  you  and  me.  I  have  never  been  in  the  habit  of 
writing  to  any  friend  before.  Cousin  John  was  always  with  me  and  wrote  so 
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much  better  than  myself.  I  should  like  to  see  old  Aunt  Betsy  very  much, 
and  all  her  children.  Jack  Ford  and  his  family.  Old  Uncle  Billy  Henson  and 
his  family.  I  have  heard  you  have  a  family.  You  must  "write  me  something 
about  all  my  acquaintances.  I  have  a  little  dark  skin  wife  and  she  has 
had  seven  children.  There  are  five  boys,  the  eldest  is  l6  years  old.  The 
second  is  teaching  school.  I  have  tried  to  give  them  good  schooling.  As 
yet  our  crop  the  last  year  the  com  is  scarce,  with  four  and  four  and  a 
half  dollars  per  barrel,  tobacco  is  worth  from  two  to  five  dollars  per 
100,  wheat,  we  made  none  for  the  last  three  years.  It  is  worth  $1.00  per 
bushel.  Cousin  John  belonged  to  the  Methodist  Church  and  the  partner  in 
the  tavern  was  a  Mthodlst,  but  I  think  he  would  rob  the  dead  and  I  believe 
that  I  will  be  able  to  make  it  appear  so.  Cousin  John's  business  as  a 
constable  made  his  acquaintance  very  extensive  and  I  believe  he  had  as 
many  friends  as  any  person  filling  his  office. 

After  engaging  in  the  business  of  Anderson  and  then  -renting  the  ta¬ 
vern,  I  never  knew  much  about  his  business  until  July  when-  my  son  -went 
there  to  board  in  the  tavern- and  go  to  school.  My  son  and  his  Uncle  John, 
as  he  always  called  him,  were  taken  with  the  fever  and  ague  in  bed  the 
same  night.  My  boy  came  home  and  got  well  directly.  I  believe  if  John 
had  got  well,  he  intended  to  have  married  a  Mrs.  Medder  of  Cumberland  Co., 
who  was  wealthy.  John  had  a  piece  of  land  in  this  county  near  Scottsville, 
one  hundred  and  fifty-six  acres  which  he  bought  low,  unimproved.  I  must 
say  something  about  our  connection  here.  Old  Unnle  John  Maxey  and  Aunt 
Mollie  are  well.  Aunt  Marthy  Robertson  is  well.  I  want  you  to  write  me 
something  about  Uncle  Joseph  Ford  and  Aunt  Mary  and  their  childr-en,  Eli¬ 
jah  Howell  and  his  wife,  let  me  know  something  about  them  all.  Uncle 
Stephen  Howell's  son,  John,  has  a  large  wife  and  one  child,  and  they  make 
out  very  badly.  John  works  well  but  manges  badly.  You  must  write  me 
when  you  get  this.  I  will  not  fail  to  apprise  you  of  the  business  of 
Cousin  John  Maxey  as  I  learn  it. 


Yours, 

(Signed)  Abram  Maxey 


To  Edward  G.  Maxey, 

This  Tth  day  of  February  18^2. 

When  you  write,  direct  your  letter  to  Chambliss'  Mill  Postoffice. 
Envelope  which  is  back  of  letter  folded. 


Diana  Mills  25 

Feby  9 


Mr.  Edward  G.  Maxey 


Knox  County,  Tennessee,  Knoxville  P.  0 


SALLE  NOTES 


Notes  from  Douglas  Register: 

Guilliame^  son  of  Guilliame  &  Elizabet  Salle,  born  Apr.  IT,  1732; 

"  "  ”  "  "  "  "  "  May  8,  1734; 

Olive,  ”  "  "  "  "  "  ”  Nov.  5,  1749; 

Issac  Salle  &  Elizabeth  Bryan,  both  in  Manakintown,  May  6,  1759; 

Va«.  Mag.  V  34,  p  159:  Abraham  Salle  was  a  native  of  the  Isle  of  Rhe,  off 
Rochelle,  France,  and  he  died  at  Mankintown  in  1719;  having  issue:  1. 
Issac,  2.  Abraham,  who  m  Magdalen  and  d  1730,  having  issue  Abraham,  Magda¬ 
len,  Olive  and  Elizabeth. 

Lungstedt  Note  Bk.  Vol.  10,  No.  3;  P  26:  Extracts  from  Albemarle  Co.  Va. 
surveys:  Peter  Salle,  400  acres  on  Troublesome  Creek  of  Slate  River,  10 
Dec.  1745. 

According  to  Mr.  S*  D*  Maxey,  Rfd  Cumberland,  Md.,  John  Calvin  Salle, 
the  first  immigrant  of  whom  we  have  record,  married  Mary  Ann  Janvier.  His 
son,  Marcus  Abraham  Salle,  b  1673;  d  3-1-1720,  md  Olive  Olymphia  Perault. 
Their  son,  Abraham  Salle,  Jr.,  b  10-31-1700  md  Magdalen  Chastain,  will 
1777*  She  was  dau.  of  Chas.  Chastain  of  Goochland  Co.  William  Salle,  son 
of  Abraham  and  Magdalen,  md  in  1727;  Elizabeth  Bondurant,  b  1709;  d  1739* 

He  md  second  Magdalen  Chastain  of  Peter,  the  immigrant,  and  their  son, 
William  Salle,  b  5-8-1734,  md  Jane  Bondurant,  dau  of  John  Peter  Bondurant. 
Jane  Salle,  b  I76I,  md  John  Hales  Ayres  (Matthias).  Mr.  Maxey  says:  We 
find  a  statement  that  Stephen  Salle,  son  of  Abraham  Salle,  Sr.  md  an 
Indiana  named  Verona.  States  he  was  the  eldest  son  of  Abraham  Salle,  Sr. 
and  living  with  Stephen  Salle  in  I72O  in  Essex  Co.  Va.,  and  had  with  him 
Thomas  Ayres.  He  states  that  Samuel  and  Nathaniel  Ayres  went  to  Amherst 
Co.  then  to  Henrico  Co.  and  then  to  Buckin^am,  1744-45. 

AYRES -SALLE  MARRIAGES 

John  Ayres  (Matthis)  md  Jane  Salle; 

Ruth  Garrott  (Isaac,  Mary  Ayres  &  Chas.,  Matthias)  md  Ashbel  Sallee; 

Nancy  Garrott  "  "  "  "  "  "  md  John  Sallee; 

Judith  Ann  Robinson  (John  '  &  Mary  Ayres,  Walter,  Nathan,  Matthias)  md  John 
Perrow  Sallee. 

Mrs.  Lafayette  Servey,  of  A  kansas  City,  Kansas  (now  deceased)  a  Chas¬ 
tain  descendant,  wrote  as  follows:  "No  one  knows  how  the  first  three  Chas¬ 
tain  men  were  related.  They  came  to  Virginia  in  I7CC.  My  great  grand¬ 
father  was  William  II.  He  md  Magdalen  Ayres.  I  know  nothing  about  William 
I,  Suppose  he  died  in  Buckln^am  Co.  Va," 

Nat.  Hist.  Mag.  Sept.  I9II;  P  4C:  Rene  Chastain,  b  June  28,  1741, 
long  a  pastor  of  Buckin^am  Church,  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  was  md  Cct.  1, 

176c  to  Anna  Ford,  b  Feb.  24,  1739 •  Their  son,  Stephen  Chastain,  had  a 
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dau.  Judith  who  md  Benjamin  Talley,  h  May  17^  1798*  From  Mrs.  Floy  E. 
Shockey,  1243  12th  St.,  Douglas  Arizona. 

Mrs.  L,  F.  Wade,  7411  Jarhoe  St.,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  and  Mrs.  James 
A.  Shirley,  Jr.,  Rt.  5^  Anderson  S,  C;.,  and  Miss  Alice  Per  Lee,  late 
of  Liberty,  Mo.,  are  all  Chastain  descendants  who  are  working  on  their 
lines.  They  have  many  lines  worked  out,  as  do  Mr.  George  Weatherall 
and  Mr.  W.  ¥,  Tincher,  Los  Angeles. 

CHASTAIK-AYRES  MARRIAGES 

Magdalen  Ayres  (John,  Matthias)  married  William  Chastain; 

Judith  Ayres  "  "  "  Jacob  Chastain. 

GUTHREY  NOTES 

Mrs,  Helen  Palmerton,  of  Dallas,  Texas,  is  interested  in  the  Guth- 
rey  family  and  tracing  the  line.  From  her  came  the  following  notes  in 
a  letter  dated  June  l8,  1936: 

"My  great-grandfather,  John  Guthrey,  of  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  mar¬ 
ried  (as  our  traditional  story  goes)  three  Ayres  wives.  For  a  long  time 
we  were  not  sure  that  our  great  grandmother  was  not  his  third  wife.  Miss 
Ayres  (given  name  unknown)  but  since  we  have  foimd  a  few  of  the  neces¬ 
sary  dates,  it  appears  that  the  first  sons  were  all  of  his  first  marriage 
to  Elizabeth  Jane  Palmore,  probably  married  l8o8;  as  uncle  John  Garnett 
Guthrey,  of  Miami,  Mo.,  was  b  l8l0;  Grandpa  James  Smith  Guthrey  b  l8l3, 
and  Uncle  Daniel  Travis  Guthrey,  of  Fairville,  b  I817.  Date  of  Eliza¬ 
beth's  death  not  known,  but  he  then  married  Polly  (Mary)  Ayres,  and 
Aunt  Martha  Ann  Guthrey,  who  md  Samuel  Leake  Anderson.  We  have  the  date 
of  her  birth  and  the  death  of  her  mother  as  Apr.  24,  I83I  (which  I  am 
convinced  shoilLd  be  l821,  since  Daniel's  birth  was  I817 . )  The  family 
has  always  said  that  after  the  death  of  Polly,  John  married  her  cousin, 
"Miss  Ayres",  and  for  his  last  marriage,  Betsy,  sister  of  Polly.... 
Laurence  Guthrie's  History  of  the  Guthrie's  gives  all  the  children  young¬ 
er  than  Martha  Ann  (183I  or  l82l)  as  the  children  of  Betsy,  but  no  sub¬ 
sequent  dates.  They  are:  Rebecca  md  James  Shepherd;  Emily  md  William 
Williams;  Catherine  md  a  Mr,  Newlin;  Elizabeth  md  Ferguson;  Mary  Sue  md 

;  Kizzie  md _ ,  living  now  in  Buckingham  Co.;  Joseph, 

nothing  known,  and  Matthias,  who  never  married  and  was  living  with  his 
sister  Kizzie  in  1932.  Matthias,  the  youngest,  must  have  been  born  be¬ 
fore  1850.... The  Thomas  Guthrie  of  Halifax  Co.,  was  brother  of  my  great 
grandfather,  John,  They  were  sons  of  William  Guthrey  (son  of  Thomas  of 
Cumberland  Co.)  and  Rebecca  Noel.  William's  son  William,  of  Buckingham 
Co.,  known  as  "Buck",  is  the  one  whose  descendants  have  written  the  name 
"Guthrie",  while  John,  Thomas  Jr.  and  their  uncle,  Henry  Guthrey,  of 
Cumberland  Co.  (son  also  of  Thomas  of  Cimiberland) ,  have  had  the  name  car¬ 
ried  down  throu^  their  descendants  as  Thomas  Sr.  wrote  it  -  "Guthrey". 

There  was  a  Thomas  Guthrey  in  King  William  Co.  Va.,  1750,  whose  wf 


was  Patsy  Baskerville.  ¥111  1770,  prol.  9^22-l800.  He  names  Alexander, 
Francis  (or  Travis?),  Henry,  John,  William,  Susannah  More,  Elizabeth  Morris, 
Sarah  Coleman.  Henry  lived  in  Cumberland  Co.  Va.  and  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Revolution.  John  as  b  I76O,  and  was  also  a  Revolutionary  soldier. 

Did  his  dau.  Jane  m  Samuel  Ayres?  William  lived  in  Cumberland  Co.  Va. 
and  his  wife,  Rebecca  (Woel)  Guthrey  had  John,  Sarah,  William,  Sarah  Ander¬ 
son,  Nancy  Coleman  and  Thomas.  A  Thomas  Guthrey  and  Mary  Baskerville  were 
md  12-4-1793*  Sec.  Thomas  Guthrey,  Wn.  Guthrey.  (Wn.  &  Mary  Quar,  (2) 
7:284. 

Abraham  Bransford,  son  of  John  Bransford  and  his  second  wife,  name 
unknown,  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Dec.  15,  I78O,  and  md  1st  Judith 
Palmore,  second  Elizabeth  Ayres.  He  is  said  to  have  moved  to  Alabama. 

We  do  not  know  in  what  line  this  Elizabeth  Ayres  belongs. 

Samuel  Ayres  and  Jane  Guthrey,  dau.  of  Henry  Guthrey,  md.  Jan.  26, 
l8l4,  Cimiberland  Co.  Va.,  Mar.  Bond  Cumb.  Co.  in  DAR  Mag.  Jan.  1931* 

Patsy  Ayres  (John,  Matthias)  married  John  Guthrey.  She  was  bom  Aug. 

11,  1798. 

William  Brown  m  Lucey  A.  Guthrey  of  Va.  See  History  of  Saline  Co. 

Mo.,  p  150. 

Reg.  Ky.  Hist.  So,c.  19:24.  Thomas  Guthrie,  Sr.  and  his  wife,  Mildred 
Howell,  came  to  Kentucky  from  Virginia  1793* • ‘Raily. 

In  marriage  bond  of  Cumberland  Co.  Va.  as  published  in  DAR  Mag.  1931^ 

V.  65,  we  find:  William  Brown,  Jr.,  and  Jane  C.  Palmore,  Feb.  7,  l8l4. 

Sec.  Jos.  Brown,  p  436.  Stephen  Noel  and  Judith  Palmore,  Aug.  5>  i8q6. 

In  ;Carollne  Co.  Va.  marriages  (Va.  Hist.  Mag.  Oct.  1929 -Jan. 1930 )  Alexan¬ 
der  Noell  md  Sarah  Ayres,  Sept.  8,  1790;  Thomas  Ayres  md  Molley  Noell, 

Jan.  16,  1787. 
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THE  DESCENDMTS  OF  JOHN  AYRES 


John  Ayres  (Matthias)  son  of  Matthias  and  Elizabeth  (Hales)  Ayres, 

■was  said  by  a  grandson,  Mr»  ¥♦  Ayres,  of  Estey,  West  Va.  to  have  been 
the  oldest  son.  This  seems  likely,  as  in  I782  he  returned  to  his  o'wn 
name  for  taxation  2000  acres  of  land  (supposedly  the  grant  of  1755  to 
Matthias.  He  is  said  by  descendants  to  have  been  born  17^0.  He  md  Jane 
Salle,  dau  of  William  and  Jane  (Bondurant)  Salle.  Jane  Bondurant  is  said 
to  have  been  the  dau  of  John  Peter  Bondurant,  but  the  notes  I  have  are 
confusing  as  to  Jane's  origin,  William  Salle  appears  to  have  been  the 
son  of  William  and  Magdalen  (Chastain)  Salle,  dau^ter  of  Peter.  The 
date  of  their  marriage  is  said  to  be  1727*  A  William  Salle  uas  the  first 
Justice  of  the  Peace  at  Manakinto'wn,  Va.  1702-9,  then  Chief  Magistrate 
from  1709  until  May  20,  1719^  the  date  of  his  death.  This  William  is  said 
to  have  been  the  grandfather  of  Jane  Salle.  Jane  (Salle)  Ayres  is  reported 
to  have  been  born  I761,  died  l848. 

John  Ayres  is  shown  on  the  tax  lists  of  Buckingham  Co,  Va.  from  I782 
to  1818.  In  1787  he  reported  665  acres,  also  in  1789^  plus  226  acres.  He 
was  still  living  in  I818,  when  the  tax  lists  show  "John  Ayres,  Sr.  550  a. 
on  Pond's  Branch  and  Hatcher's  Creek."  The  original  grant  to  Matthias 
1st,  it  will  be  remembered,  was  on  Hatcher's  Creek.  Miss  Nannie  Sue  Ayres, 
a  descendant,  owned  and  lived  on  a  portion  of  this  land  until  19^0,  when 
she  died  and  the  land  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the  Ayres.  It  had  been 
owned  and  lived  on  continuously  by  the  Ayres  family  since  1755* 

The  personal  property  tax  lists  showed  for  John  Ayres,  Sr.  in  1793^ 
one  white  tithable,  l4  slaves,  9  horses.  In  I816,  I5  slaves,  2  horses,  1 
poll. 


The  1790  census  for  Buckingham  Co.  (first  census  of  the  U..  S.  which 
was  not  destroyed  for  this  county  was  I810)  the  third.  That  census  shows 
John  Ayres,  Sr.  with  two  males  -uader  10,  1  male  26  to  45;  3  females  under 
10,  2  females  10  to  16,  4  females  16  to  26,  1  female  26  to  45,  2  females 
45  and  up,  18  slaves.  This  is  evidently  wrong  as  John  Ayres,  Sr.  was  cer¬ 
tainly  living  in  18IO  and  was  more  than  45  years  old,  even  if  he  had  been 
the  youngest  child  of  Matthias  1st.  If  John  was  there,  and  he  must  have 
been,  then  there  were  sixteen  in  the  household  besides  the  slaves. 

His  application  for  pension  does  not  state  the  date  of  his  birth.  He 
was  md  on  Dec.  4,  1777  and  must  have  been  born  at  least  as  early  as  1750  or 
so.  His  brother,  Nathan  Ayres,  was  b  1752.  His  wife  was  born  I76I,  and 
was  therefore  49  years  of  age  in  l8l0.  The  census  lists  rarely  ever  check 
accurately  with  our  knowledge  of  the  households  of  our  ancestors,  for  the 
reason  that  nearly  every  home  had  persons  living  in  it  of  different  de¬ 
grees  of  relationship  and  sometimes  persons  who  were  no  relation  at  all. 
That  is  evident  in  this  case.  Since  we  have  the  names  and  dates  of  birth 
of  his  children,  we  find  that  his  household  was  composed  of  more  persons 
than  his  immediate  family.  His  four  oldest  children  were  probably,  almost 
certainly  married  and  gone  from  home  in  I810  and  there  were,  then,  but  six 
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of  his  children  at  home^  in  all  prohahility.  Yet  there  were  11  reported 
under  26  years  of  age. 

John  Ayres  died,  according  to  a  descendant,  Mrs.  Shirley,  in  l828. 
Jane  Salle  was  horn,  she  says,  I76I  and  died  l848. 

In  the  records  of  Manakintown  we  find  the  following,  which  might  he 
of  interest:  The  13th  of  July  17^3;  "was  horn  Pierre  Salle,  son  of 
William  Salle  and  of  Magdalene,  his  wife.  Page  IO8. 

1726,  Nov.  9'th,  was  horn  Judith,  dau  of  Ahraham  Salle  and  of  Mag¬ 
dalene,  his  wife. 

The  l4th  July  1728  was  horn  Elizabeth  Salle,  dau.  of  Guillaume  Sal¬ 
le  and  of  Elizabeth  his  wife;  had  for  godfather  Thomas  Gerrodan  and  for 
godmother  Olive  Mallet. 


The  13th  March  1728,  was  horn  Elizabeth  Salle,  daughter  of  Ahraham 
Salle  and  of  Magdalen  Salle.  Had  for  godfather  Pierre  Salle;  for  god¬ 
mother  Elizabeth  Salle.  Note  discrepancies  in  these  and  those  formerly 
given. 

John  Ayres  (Matthias)  was  a  Revolutionary  soldier,  serving  in  the 
Virginia  Line  of  Light  Infantry  as  a  private  under  Col.  John  Holcombe, 
Captains  Robert  Cary,  Wm.  Cannon  and  Thomas  Miller.  He  participated  in 
the  Battle  of  Guilford  C.  H.  He  married,  on  Dec.  4,  1777;  Jane  Salle, 
dau.  of  William  Salle.  The  Salle's  were  communicants  in  King  William 
Parish.  (See  Douglas  Register.) 


John  Ayres,  son  of  Matthias  and  Elizabeth  (Hales)  Ayres,  and  his 
wife,  Jane  (Salle)  Ayres,  had  ten  children,  whose  names  and  dates  of 


L  were  furnished  by  Mr.  W»  D 

Ayres, 

as  follows: 

1. 

Magdalen  Ayres 

6. 

Susannah  Hales  Ayres 

2. 

Nancy  Ayres 

7. 

Patsy  Ayres 

3. 

Edmond  Ayres 

8. 

John  Hales  Ayres 

4. 

Sallie  Ayres 

9. 

Jane  Ayres 

5. 

Judith  Ayres 

10. 

Olive  Salle  Ayres 

Mrs 

.  L,  F*  Wade,  of  Kansas 

City,  gave  the  names  and  dates 

of  nine  children  of  John  and  Jane  (Salle)  Ayres.  She  does  not  give  the 
name  of  Judith,  hut  does  give  the  name  Elizabeth,  which  W,  D,  Ayres  does 
not  give .  She  does  not  give  Jane ' s  name . 


We  find  in  Executive  papers,  Va.  State  Archives,  county  recommenda¬ 
tions,  Militia  Officers,  Buckin^am  Co.  Va,  issued  June  26,  1787;  John 
Ayres,  as  Ensign  in  the  company  commanded  by  Capt.  Wm.  Allen. 

The  record  of  the  descendants  of  John  and  Jane  (Salle)  Ayres  is 
fragmentary.  Mr.  W*  D.  Ayres  gave  the  compiler  the  names  of  the  persons 
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■whom  they  married  and  where  they  lived  and  some  data  has  been  gathered 
from  other  sources.  The  lists  do  not  agree,  hut  we  have  from  Mrs.  Wade, 
from  Mrs.  Shirley  and  Miss  Per  Lee,  and  they  do  not  agree,  especially  as 
to  the  children  of  William  and  Magdalen  (Ayres)  Chastain.  Miss  Per  Lee 
lists  six  children  and  Mrs.  Wade  lists  eleven. 

Dr.  M,^  T.  Chastain  of  Marshall,  Mo.  wrote  the  compiler  in  1919  as 
follows:  "My  great,  great  grandfather  was  Dr.  Stephen  Chastain,  who 

came  from  France  after  the  revocation  of  the  Edict  of  Nantes  with  a  colony 
of  French  Huguenots.  My  grandmother  on  my  father's  side  was  an  Ayres, 
sister  to  Mr.  Eddy  Ayres  who  moved  out  to  Kentucky  from  Virginia  with 
the  Chastains.  Stephen  and  Moses  Fuqua,  of  Logan  Co.  Ky.,  were  cousins  of 
my  father,  the  former  being  named  after  Dr.  Stephen  Chastain. . .The  Ayres, 
Fuquas,  Moseleys,  Orendorgs  and  Grubbs  of  Logan  were  all  related."  Dr. 
Mills  T.  Chastain  md  May  11,  1865,  Maria  Louisa  Sandidge;  after  her  death, 
Feb.  22,  1867,  he  md  some  years  later  Miss  Eudora  Cartwri^t,  who  sur¬ 
vived  him. 


THE  CHASTAIN  FAMILY 

There  is  a  great  deal  of  disagreement  among  Chastain  descendants 
concerning  the  ancestry.  The  chart  as  given  by  Mr.  P.  PU  Agee,  former 
President  of  the  Huguenot  Society,  is  as  follows:  John  Francis  Chastain 
md  Frances  Jane  Reno  (Regnault,  ReNault)  dau  of  Chas  and  Ann  Reno.  They 
had  the  following  children: 

1.  Elizabeth  Ann  Chastain  md  Dr.  Jos,  Bondurant.  They  were  the  par¬ 
ents  of  the  Huguenot,  Jean  Pierre  Bondurant; 

2.  Mary  Ann  Chastain  md  Daniel  Isaac  Faure  (Fore,  Ford); 

3.  Judith  Chastain  md  in  France  Anthony  Agee  (parents  of  Mathieu 
Agee,  Huguehot  emigrant); 

4.  Charles  Chastain,  to  Va,; 

5.  Frances  Jane  Chastain  md  James  B.  Bryant,  Sr.; 

6.  Peter  Jacob  Chastain  md  Mary  Magdalen  Rochefaucauld.  He  md  2nd 
Mary  Magdalen  Verreiul,  widow  of  Sr.  Anthony  Trabue,  Sr. 

James  G.  Chastain,  in  "The  Chastain  Family  Tree",  says  that  Pierre 
Chastain  (l660-1729)^  born  in  Dauphiny,  France,  md  Marie  Madeliene  de  la 
Rochefaucauld.  His  parents  were  Rene  Chastain  and  ]yfe,rie  Madeleine  Helen 
de  Dampierre,  and  his  father,  Rene  Chastain,  was  page  to  Louis  XIII,  King 
of  France  from  I61O  to  1643.  Which,  if  either  of  these  is  correct?  The 
History  of  Halifax  Co.  Va.  contains  a  sketch  of  the  Chastain  Family  by 
James  B.  Chastain,  in  which  he  gives  the  names  of  Chastains  buried  in  the 
graveyard  at  St.  John's  church.  There  was  a  Howell  Chastain,  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  A.  Chastain  and  a  Howell  Abner  Chastain. 

Mrs.  Lafayette  W.  Servey,  of  Arkansas  City,  Kansas,  a  Chastain  descen¬ 
dant  now  deceased,  who  gave  much  study  to  her  ancestors,  says:  "No  one 
knows  how  the  first  three  Chastain  men  were  related.  My  great  grandfather 
was  William  Chastain  the  second,  who  md  Magdalen  Ayres  (John,  Matthias). 
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I  know  nothing  about  William  I.  Suppose  he  lived  in  Buckingham". 

Mrs.  Servey  sent  a  chart  showing  that  the  first  Stephen  Chastain 
md  Martha,  Marquise  de  Merzieres.  Their  son,  Stephen  Chastain  II  md 
Martha  Dupuy.  Their  son  Etienne  (Stephen)  Chastain  b  3-11-1730  md 
Elizabeth  Trabue.  Their  son,  William  Chastain  II  married  Magdalen  Ayres. 

Mr.  E,  E,  Ayres  (James  Edmond,  Edmond,  John,  Matthias)  says  in  letter 
dated  5-20-1917  that  "These  Chastains  were  descendants  of  the  Huguenot 
physician  who  came  to  Virginia  with  the  Marquis  de  Muce  about  I7OO  and 
settled  at  Manakintown. " 

But  Mrs.  L*  F*  Wade,  not  willing  to  accept  any  of  these  charts, 
finally  found  proof  of  the  ancestry  of  William  Chastain  who  married  Mag¬ 
dalen  Ayres.  She  says  this  William  Chastain  was  b  I762.  He  was  listed 
as  a  tithable  in  his  father's  (Rene  Chastain's)  household  in  1T88.  Two 
sons  were  listed  in  Rene's  home  that  year,  she  says.  Not  by  name,  but 
the  next  year,  1789^  they  were  listed  as  William  and  Joseph.  William 
was  listed  in  his  father's  household  each  year  until  1792  and  in  1793 
he  was  listed  separately,  indicating  he  had  established  his  own  house¬ 
hold.  He  is  not  found  after  that  year  until  1797-  There  is  some  reason 
to  believe,  says  Mrs.  Wade,  that  this  William  Chastain  may  have  married 
before  he  md  Magdalen  Ayres,  but  no  proof  has  been  established.  This 
belief  has  been  brought  about  through  family  tradition  in  another  branch 
of  the  family  -  descendants  of  Mary  E.  (Polly)  Chastain,  whose  father, 
William,  said  to  be  son  of  Rene  (Peter,  Peter)  md  Lydia  Wheat  in  1793* 

In  any  event,  we  know  that  William  Chastain,  son  of  Rene  (Peter,  Peter) 
md  Magdalen  Ayres  and  their  first  child  was  born  18OI.  The  settlement 
of  estate  of  Rene  Chastain  in  I818  mentions  William  Chastain,  Jacob  Chas¬ 
tain  and  Rhoda  Hudnell  as  children  of  Rene. 

The  above  Rene  Chastain  is  not  to  be  confused  with  the  Rev.  Rene, 
b  17^1-1^  a  foremost  Baptist  preacher  of  his  day  and  a  great  patriot. 

There  seems  to  have  been  two  ministers,  both  Baptists,  in  Buckingham  Co. 
named  Rene  Chastain.  Pierre  Chastain  (Peter)  the  emigrant,  had  a  son, 
Pierre  or  Peter  Chastain.  Peter  II  was  granted  land  in  Albemarle  Co.  Va. 
on  Hunt's  Creek  (now  Buckin^am  Co.)  He  was  listed  as  a  tithable  in 
1773*  Rene  is  listed  in  tax  records  as  "Rene,  the  son  of  Peter  Chastain" 

to  distinguish  him  from  other  Rene's.  Rene  Chastain  md  Martha  _ 

She  was  living  as  late  as  1820.  She  was  probably  a  second  wife  and  not 
the  mother  of  the  older  children.  She  may  have  been  a  Guerrant.  A  des¬ 
cendant  of  Rhoda  (Chastain)  Hudnell,  sister  of  William  Chastain,  states 
that  William  Chastain's  mother  was  Rhoda  Perri  (Perault,  Perrow).  Peter 
Chastain  II,  father  of  Rene,  was  living  in  Buckingham  (Albemarle  Co.)  be¬ 
fore  1761.  His  wife  was  "Middy". 

Peter  Chastain,  the  emigrant,  patented  land  July  9^  172^,  379  acres 
in  Henrico  Co.  Va.,  using  headrights  Mary  Chastain,  Jane  Chastain,  Jane 
(again)  Peter  Chastain  and  Walter  Boelhe.  The  land  adjoined  Peter  Faure, 
the  emigrant.  The  children  of  Peter  Chastain  II  were:  Rev.  John  Chas- 
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tain  (the  10  shilling  hill)  Rev*  James  Chastain^  Rev.  Ahner  Chastain_,  Rene 
Chastain  who  md  Martha  ,  and  Martha  Chastain  who  md  James  Eden.  The 

children  of  Rene  Chastain  (Peter^  Peter)  were  as  follows^  thou^  we  do 
not  know  the  dates  of  their  birth,  or  the  order  in  which  they  came.  The 
list  differs  from  that  sent  by  Miss  Per  Lee,  who  sent  also  a  list  of  the 
children  of  William  and  Magdalen  (Ayres)  Chastain  and  of  Jacob  and  Judith 
(Ayres)  Chastain.  Miss  Per  Lee  listed  the  brothers  and  sisters  of  William 
Chastain  as  Jacob,  Moses,  Samuel,  John,  and -a  sister,  Rhoda.  We  have 
no  information  of  any  of  these  except  Isham,  Jacob,  William  and  Rhoda  Hud- 
nell. 


The  children  of  Rene  Chastain  (Peter,  Peter): 


1.  Isham  Chastain  md  Sallie  Howell 

2.  John  Chastain 
3«  Lewis  Chastain 

4.  Jacob  Chastain  md  Judith  Ayres 

5.  Elizabeth  Chastain  md  Jones 


6.  Martha  Chastain  md  Moss 

7.  William  md  Magdalen  Ayres 

8.  Mildred  md  William  Ayres 

9.  Rhoda  Chastain  md  Jas.  Hud 

nail 

10.  Judith  Chastain 

11.  Joseph  Chastain 


9.  Rhoda  Hudnall  had  a  son,  John  W.  Hudnall,  who  was  b  7-I6-I808, 
in  Tennessee.  Her  grandson,  James  T.  Hudnall,  was  b  2-9-1842  in  Warren  Co* 
Tenn.  (p  899^  Hist,  of  Ky.) 


1.  Isham  Chastain  was  listed  in  the  household  of  Matthias  Ayres, 
(Matthias)  in  1791^  in  his  tithables.  As  this  Matthias  md  Mary  Howell 
and  Isham  Chastain  md  Sallie  Howell,  1791^  there  seems  to  have  been  some 
relationship  between  the  wives. 

1.  Magdalen  Ayres  (John,  Matthias)  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  (Salle) 
Ayres,  was  born  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  on  Aug.  16,  1778.  She  md  William 
Chastain,  who  was  b  1775*  They  settled  in  Logan  Co.  Ky. 


We  have  two  lists  of  the  children  of  William  and  Magdalen  (Ayres) 
Chastain,  and  they  are  not  given  in  the  same  order.  One  list  is  from  Miss 
Per  Lee  and  one  from  Mrs.  Wade,  and  Mrs.  Wade's  list  seems  to  have  fuller 
information,  but  we  are  combining  the  two  in  the  record  given  here.  They 
are  given  in  the  order  that  Mrs .  Wade  gave  them; 


1. 

John  Chastain 

7. 

Willis  Wilson  Chastain 

2. 

Samuel  Chastain 

8. 

Albert  Boone  Chastain 

3* 

William  Chastain 

9. 

Isham  Chastain 

4. 

Mary  Anne  Chastain 

10. 

Benjamin  Edward  Chastain) 

5. 

Sallie  Chastain 

11. 

Joseph  Edmond  Chastain 

) 

6. 

Elizabeth  Chastain 

Twins 

) 

1.  John  Chastain,  son  of  William  and  Magdalen  (Ayres)  Chastain  was 
bona  Hov.  6,  I8OI,  He  married,  and  had  a  son,  Paul,  who  had  a  child,  Olive, 
who  md  Majors.  They  lived  near  Springfield,  Mo.  He  md  twice  -  Sarah  T. 
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Moss  and  Lucy  Terry, 

2.  Samuel  Chastain,  son  of  William  and  Magdalen  (Ayres)  Chastain  was 
h  May  6,  1803.  He  md  first  Margaret  Miller  and  had  four  children:  Rhoda 
Neas;  Frances;  Emily;  Virginia  Jones,  His  second  wife  was  Celia  Basham. 
They  had  a  son,  Robert  Boone  Chastain,  who  had  a  son,  Claude,  married  Belle 
Fuqua.  They  lived  at  Lakeland,  Fla.  The  children  of  Rhoda  (Chastain)  Neas 
were:  Martha  md  Sneathen,  and  Ella  md  Baldwin  and  lives  at  Lincoln,  Mo. 

3.  William  Chastain,  son  of  William  and  Magdalen  (Ayres)  Chastain 
was  h  April  17^  l8o4  and  md  Haney  Bernard.  He  was  a  Baptist  minister  and 
died  young,  without  issue. 

4.  Mary  Anna  Chastain,  daughter  of  William  and  Magdalen  (Ayres) 
Chastain,  was  h  Sept.  12,  I806  and  md  John  Gruhhs.  They  had  a  son,  Isham 
Gruhhs,  and  a  daughter,  Estelle  Gruhhs,  who  md  M.  L,  Fugate.  Mrs.  Wade 
says  this  latter,  Estelle  Gruhhs  Fugate,  may  have  heen  a  granddaughter. 

5.  Sallie  Chastain,  daughter  of  William  and  Magdalen  (Ayres)  Chas¬ 
tain,  was  horn  May  30,  I808,  and  md  Joseph  Moss.  She  had  either  sons  or 
grandsons,  says  Mrs.  Wade,  named  Oliver  A.  Moss  and  Daniel  Dorsey  Moss. 

6.  Elizabeth  Chastain,  daughter  of  William  and  Magdalen  (Ayres) 
Chastain,  md  Edward  Moseley.  She  was  h  April  6,  I8IO.  Mrs.  Wade  gave 
no  information  concerning  her  descendants. 

7.  Willis  Wilson  Chastain,  son  of  Magdalen  and  William  Chastain, 
was  h  April  12,  I813  and  d  in  Georgetown,  Pettis  Co,  Mo.,  I869.  He  md 
Mary  E,  Tandy  in  1838,  and  they  lived  in  Benton  Co.  Mo.,  near  Warsaw. 

We  do  not  have  a  complete  list  of  his  children.  His  son.  Dr.  Mills  Tandy 
Chastain,  was  h  1839  and  was  17  years  older  than  C,  W*  Chastain,  of 
Plattshurg,  Mo.,  ancestor  of  Miss  Per  Lee.  There  was  also  a  sister,  Alice 
Chastain,  who  md  Mr.  R*  S.  Sandidge,  of  Marshall,  Mo. 

In  history  of  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  p  392,  we  read  that  Dr.  M.  T.  Chastain 
was  h  in  Logan  Co.  Ky.,  May  I3,  1839,  and  went  from  there  to  Benton  Co. 

Mo.  in  1849.  He  md  first,  in  May,  I865,  Louise  Sandidge,  dau.  of  Capt. 

John  W.  Sandidge.  They  had  no  children.  In  October,  I87O,  Dr.  Chastain 
md  Fratie  Holland,  dau.  of  Dr.  W,  S*  Holland,  and  they  had  two  children, 
Julia  Chastain,  who  md  0,  E,  Grecian,  and  Willis  A.  Chastain.  Mrs.  Fratie 
Holland  Chastain  died  Aug.  I893,  and  in  May,  I905,  Dr.  M«  T,  Chastain 
married  for  his  third  wife.  Miss  Eudora  Cartwri^t. 

Willis  Wilson  and  Mary  E.  (Tandy)  Chastain  had  other  children  be¬ 
sides  Dr.  M.  T.  Chastain  -  Alice  who  md  Sandidge,  Belle,  who  d  l884,  was 
the  wife  of  Ma j .  G.  W*  Lankford,  and  Charles  William,  physician  of 
Plattshurg,  Mo.  The  latter.  Dr.  C.  W.  Chastain,  horn  I857,  near  Warsaw, 
Benton  Co.  Mo.,  md  Ida  May  Pickett  in  I887.  Their  dau.  Mary  B.  Chastain, 
md  in  I9II  Dan  A.  Per  Lee,  and  their  dau.  Miss  Alice  Per  Lee,  horn  1913 
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in  Liberty^  Mo»^  is  the  correspondent  mentioned  previously.  She  has  a 
younger  sister  and  brother.  Miss  Per  Lee  was  for  a  time  in  the  Kansas  City 
Public  Library,  She  is  now  married  but  we  do  not  know  her  name. 

Dr.  Chas.  ¥.  Chastain  was  twice  married.  He  had  three  boys  and  one 
girl  by  his  last  wife.  He  was  always  a  Democrat^  Miss  Per  Lee  stated^  and 
physician  at  Missouri  State  Penitentiary  under  Gov,  Jos.  W.  Folk.  Dr, 

M»  T*  Chastain  was  a  Republican,  and  served  'in  the  Union  Army  during  the 
War  between  the  States. 

8.  Albert  Boone  Chastain,  son  of  William  and  Magdalen  (Ayres)  Chas¬ 
tain,  was  b  Sept,  12,  1815 .  He  md  Elizabeth  Porter.  No  further  informa¬ 
tion, 

9.  Isham  Chastain,  son  of  William  and  Magdalen  (Ayres)  Chastain  was 

b  Nov.  9^  1818,  and  md  first  Angelina  Bailey.  They  had  a  son,  William  Daniel 
Chastain,  who  married  and  had  two  dau^ters  and  a  son,  Daisy,  one  of  the 
daughters,  married  L*  W.  Servey.  Isham  Chastain  md  second  Matilda  Hogan, 

Their  dau,  Cornelia  Chastain,  md  George  Washington  Evans  and  had  Sue  Evans 
who  md  M*  L*  Fugate;  Frances  Evans  who  md  Vergil  Bailey;  Stella  Evans,  who 
md  Robert  Jackson  and  Matilda  Evans. 

10.  Benjamin  Edward  Chastain,  son  of  William  and  Magdalen  (Ayres) 

Chastain,  was  b  Jan,  28,  l820,  Logan  Co.  Ky.,  died  Dec.  2^,  l85T^  Benton  Co. 
Mo.  He  md  Elizabeth  Hogan.  liiis  branch  of  the  family,  says  Mrs.  Wade,  was 
afflicted  with  haemophilia  -  through  Elizabeth  Hogan,  which  accounts  for 
the  deaths  of  the  boys  in  early  life  -  they  were  "bleeders".  They  married 
May  25,  l84l.  Their  children  were: 

1.  John  Chastain,  born  l842,  died  in  infancy 

2.  Charles  William  Chastain,  born  1843^  died  in  infancy 

3.  Matilda  Frances  Chastain,  q.v. 

4.  Letitia  Chastain,  born  1847 

5.  Josephine  Chastain,  b  1849 

6.  Marie  Adelaide  Chastain,  born  I85I 

7-  Isham  Chastain,  b  1854,  died  in  infancy 

8.  Edward  Neville  Chastain,  born  I856 

3.  Matilda  Frances  Chastain,  dau  of  Benjamin  Edward  and  Elizabeth 
(Hogan)  Chastain,  was  born  1845  and  died  I903.  She  md  Charles  Yancey.  Their 
children  were:  1.  Joe  Edward  Yancey,  b  I865;  2.  Charles  Wm.  Yancey,  b  I867; 

3.  George  Robert  Yancey,  b  1874;  4.  Laura  Elizabeth  Yancey,  b  1874;  5* 

Walter  Neville  Yancey,  b  I88O;  6.  Emma  Yancey,  b  1883.  The  children  of 

Charles  William  Yancey  were:  Ethel  Maria  md  Moore;  Chas,  Gorrell,  b  I898; 

Wm.  Wright,  b  1902;  Robert  Allen,  b  I905;  Mary  Virginia,  b  1907;  Joel  Stone, 

b  1909 ,  and  Samuel  Parks,  b  1914.  Ethel  Maria  Yancey,  who  md _ Moore,  had 

two  children,  William  Clayton  Moore,  b  I915  and  Thomas  Robert  Moore,  b  1927* 
Chas.  G.  Yancey  had  two  children,  Betty  Charlene  and  Forrest  Gene.  William 
Wri^t  Yancey  had  two  children:  Bobby  Charles  and  Harold  Dean,  Laura 
Elizabeth  Yancey  md  Jacob  Jonson  and  their  children  were:  Albert  Yancey 
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Jonson^  "b  1896;  Robert  Raymond  Jonson^  b  1898;  Emma  Frances  Jonson^  b 
1900^  married  first  Archer^  second  Davis;  Jos.  Robinson  Jonson^  b  1902; 
Erma  Mildred  Jonson^  b  1909^  married  Porter;  Neville  Jonson,  b  19^-2; 
and  J.  Harry  Jonson^  b  1917*  Albert  Yancey  Jonson  has  children,  George 
Curtis  Jonson,  b  1926;  Albert  Lee  Jonson,  b  1927?  Emma  Frances  ("Jonson) 
Archer  has  a  dau.,  Mattie  E.  Archer,  b  1917*  Jos.  Robinson  Jonson  has 
two  sons  and  a  daughter.  Erma  Mildred  (Jonson)  Porter  has  two  sons, 
Kenneth  Porter,  b  1925^  and  Carey  Porter,  b  1927*  Walter  Neville  Yancey 
had  a  son,  Chas.  Neville  Yancey.  Emma  Yancey,  b  1883;  nid.  Everett  Wet¬ 
zel.  They  have  a  son,  Charles  Eugene  Wetzel,  b  I906. 

5.  Josephine  Chastain,  daughter  of  Benjamin  Edward  and  Elizabeth 
(Hogan)  Chastain,  was  b  July  16,  18^9;  Benton  Co.  Mo.,  died  May  24, 

1886,  Benton  Co.  She  was  married  on  Feb.  23;  1868;  in  Benton  Co.  Mo. 
to  David  Bryon  Rolston;  b  3-5-1842,  Ontario,  who  was  the  son  of  William 


Rolston, 

Ulster,  Ireland.  Their 

children  were; 

1, 

Mary  Elizabeth  Rolston 

4. 

Anna  Chastain  Rolston 

2. 

Jessie  Rolston 

5. 

Edna  Neville  Rolston 

3. 

Adelaide  Rolston 

6. 

Frances  Hogan  Rolston 

1. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Rolston, 

daughter  of  David  Byron  and  Josephine 

(Chastain)  Rolston,  md  first  Albert  Scott,  son  of  Adam  Scott,  who  was 
son  of  James  Scott,  who  was  son  of  Adam  S  ott,  Lieut.  In  the  Revolu¬ 
tionary  Army,  and  with  Washington  all  through  the  war.  Josephine  Scott 
married  Virgil  Reavis,  and  has  no  children.  Christine  Scott  md  Linden 
Foy  Wade,  son  of  Wilbur  David  Wade  and  his  wife,  Virginia  Wade.  The 
Wades  live  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  and  have  two  children,  Virginia  Lee  Wade, 
born  1919^  nid  1941  Howard  E.  Kent,  son  of  Carl  W.  Kent.  William  David 
Wade,  b  I927.  Mary  Elizabeth  (Rolston)  Scott  md  second  Thomas  J.  Leitch 
and  had  two  children;  John  Archibald  Leitch,  d  young,  and  Florence 
Leitch  md  George  Agur.  They  have  a  dau.,  Patricia  Suzanne  Agur,  b  1941. 

2.  Jessie  Rolston,  dau.  of  David  B.  and  Josephine  (Chastain)  Rol¬ 
ston,  md  John  W.  Johnston  and  had  a  son,  John  R.  Johnston,  married 
Enid  Ellis. 

3.  Adelaide  Rolston,  dau.  of  David  B.  and  Josephine  (Chastain) 

Rolston,  was  b  March  I8,  1873;  Benton  Co.  Mo.;  and  md  Walter  Hugh 
Johnston;  July  13;  I896;  Clinton;  Mo.  He  was  b  Jan.  21;  1873;  Benton 
Co.  Their  children  were:  1.  Margaret  Beryl;  2.  Randall  Alman;  3* 
Mildred  Holston;  4.  Marian  Chastain;  5*  Mary  Josephine.  Margaret  B. 
Johnston  md  Chester  Franklin  McCubbin  and  has  two  sonS;  Chester  F.;  b 
1924  and  Richard,  b  I926.  Randall  Johnston  md  Dorothy  _  «  Mil¬ 

dred  Johnston  md  in  Oklahoma  City,  James  Alexander  Shirley,  Jr.,  who  was 
b  Anderson,  S,  C,,  Feb.  23,  I896.  Mrs.  Shirley  is  working  on  her  ances¬ 
tral  lines.  Marian  Johnston  md  Ned  Stinnett  and  had  a  dau.,  Judith. 

Anna  Chastain  Rolston,  dau.  of  David  B.  and  Josephine  (Chastain)  Rolston 
md  Chas.  D.  Butler.  Edna  N.  Rolston,  dau.  of  David  B.  and  Josephine 
(Chastain)  Rolston  md  Ramsford  D.  Thompson  and  had  a  son,  Winston  David 
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Thompson  md  Mary _ .  Mildred  (Johnston)  Shirley  was  h  Sept.  I905 

md  Sept,  h,  1926"! 

6.  Marie  Adelaide  Chastain^  dan  of  Benjamin  Edward  and  Elizaheth 
(Hogan)  Chastain_,  md  S*  B»  Hewhill  and  had  two  children^  Tyree  and  Mahel^ 
who  md  Stuart  Anderson. 

8.  Edward  Neville  Chastain^  son  of  Ben.  Ed.  and  Elizabeth  (Hogan) 
Chastain^  married  1st  Nannie  Berry.  Their  ch.  were  DeWitt  Clinton  Chas¬ 
tain  md  Ann  Day  Smith  and  Lester  Chastain  md  Mary _ .  Neither  had 

issue.  Edward  N.  Chastain  md  2nd  Elizabeth  Stone.  Their  issue  was: 

Helen  Chastain  md  Henry  Starr  and  had  two  ch.  Dorothy  Jean  and  Helen. 

William  and  Magdalen  (Ayres)  Chastain  are  buried  in  Chastain  burying 
ground,  Adairsville,  Ky.  In  Logan  Co,^  Ky.,  Deed  Bk  G  489^  there  is  a 
reference  to  ¥m.  and  Magdalen  Chastain:  Dec.  6,  l8l9;  William  Chastain 
and  Magdalen,  his  wife,  and  Barksdale  Spencer,  of  Logan  Co.  Ky.  of  the 
first  part,  to  Aaron  Fuqua  of  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  the  other  part,  Wit- 
nesseth:  That  said  William  Chastain  and  Magdalen  have  sold  and  conveyed 
to  the  said  Aaron  Fuqua  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  in  Logan  Co. 

Ky.  lying  on  both  sides  of  Spring  Creek  and  containing  330  acres,  etc. 
Barksdale  Spencer  was  the  son  of  Moses  and  Judith  (Ayres)  Spencer,  who 
was  dau  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres.  Aaron  Fuqua  was  the  husband 
of  Mary  Ayres,  dau  of  Nathan  and  Mary. 

Since  there  is  much  discussion  among  the  connection  concerning  the 
prominent  Baptist  minister.  Rev.  Rene  Chastain,  we  record  here  some  in¬ 
formation  concerning  him.  He  died  I823  and  his  obituary  is  in  the  Rich¬ 
mond  News  of  Nov,  1823.  He  md  three  times.  His  first  wife  was  Ann  Gates 
Ford,  b  Feb.  24,  1739^  dau  of  James  and  Ann  (Gates)  Bondurant.  John 
Peter  Bondurant,  father  of  Ann  Gates  Bondurant,  md  Ann  Gates  before  I708. 
He  md  second,  Rhoda  Ann  Faure,  a  sister  to  Peter  Ford,  will  1745 •  Ann 
Gates  Ford,  dau  of  Jas.  and  Ann  Gates  (Bondurant)  Ford,  was  the  mother 
of  all  the  children  of  Rev,  Rene  Chastain  it  is  said.  Peter  Ford,  will 
1745^  md  Marie  Elizabeth  Gates  (called  Betsy),  sister  to  Ann  Gates,  who 
md  John  Peter  Bondurant.  Jas.  and  Ann  Gates  (Bondurant)  Ford  lived  in 
front  of,  and  across  the  road  from  the  old  Buckingham  church  ana  Rev, 

Rene  on  land  northeast  of  the  church,  were  the  present  Gold  Hill  post- 
office  is.  He  and  two  wives  are  buried  in  front  of  the  Buckingham  church. 
The  children  of  Rev.  Rene  and  Ann  Gates  (Ford)  Chastain  were: 

Lydia  Chastain  Rhoda  Chastain 

Martin  Chastain  Magdalen  Chastain 

Elijah  Chastain  Stephen  Chastain 

While  there  is  some  doubt  concerning  the  parentage  of  Anne  (Ford) 
Chastain,  wife  of  Rev,  Rene,  some  saying  she  was  the  dau  of  Peter  Jacob 
Ford,  Jr.,  b  1704,  and  half-brother  of  James  Ford,  b  I708,  it  is  generally 
accepted  that  she  was  the  dau  of  James  Faure  or  Ford. 
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Chastain^  dau.  of  Rev.  Rene  and  Ann  (Ford)  Chastain  md  Thos. 
Maxey,  who  was  the  son  of  Nathaniel  Maxey^  who  was  the  son  of  William 
Maxey  son  of  Edward  Maxey  I.  The  children  of  Thomas  and  Lydia 

(Chastain)  Maxey  were:  Asa^  h  1792;  Rhoda  b  1794;  Anna  b  I797;  Colvit 
b  1800 ;  Thomas  b  l802;  Lorney  Ann^  b  1807. 

Martin  Chastain^  son  of  Rev,  Rene  and  Ann  (Ford)  Chastain^ was  born 
Nov.  30,  1768  and  d  Sept.  9,  1816,  Bath  Co.  Ky.  He  md  Elizabeth  Ayres 
who  was  b  March  31,  177^  and  d  Apr.  I5,  1849.  They  had  a  son,  Rene. 

We  do  not  know  the  parentage  of  this  Elizabeth  Ayres. 

Elijah  Chastain,  son  of  Rev,  Rene  and  Ann  (Ford)  Chastain,  lived 
east  of  Slate  River  in  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.  He  sold  out  in  1828  and 
went  to  Indiana,  and  from  there  to  Illinois.  He  had  a  son,  Benjamin. 

Rhoda  Chastain,  dau.  of  Rev.  Rene  and  Ann  (Ford)  Chastain,  md 
James  Ragland,  and  d  l840.  She  had  sons  James  and  Reuben  Ragland. 

Magdalen,  dau.  of  Rev.  Rene  and  Ann  (Ford)  Chastain  md  Jacob  Car¬ 
ter  and  had  twelve  children.  No  further  information. 

Did  Rev.  Rene  Chastain  have  a  son  Stephen?  A  Stephen  Chastain  had 
a  dau.,  Judith  Chastain,  who  md  Benajmin  Talley.  In  marriage  bonds 
Buckingham  Co.  Va.  (Va.  Hist.  Mag,  I949  p  82)  we  find  12  April,  I786, 
Stephen  Chastain  and  Mary  Amonet,  dau.  of  William,  surety  Jno.  Eldridge. 

Rev.  Rene  Chastain  is  said  to  have  lived  to  be  100  years  old.  He 
bequeathed  to  his  five  children  1,000  acres  of  land  in  Bath  Co.  Ky. 
four  miles  south  of  Owensville.  Lydia  and  Thos.  Maxey  received  the 
''Ann  Oakley  farm".  She  died  in  1805  and  he  in  I806,  and  both  are  bur¬ 
ied  on  the  farm.  After  the  death  of  Thomas  and  Lj^ia  (Chastain)  Maxey, 
their  children  were  cared  for  by  their  imcles  and  aunts.  Thomas  and 
Lydia  left  Buckingham  Co.  1799  und  went  to  Christian  Co.  Ky.  in  spring 
of  1800.  Rev.  Rene  Chastain  was  the  son  of  Rene  Chastain,  Sr.,  who  d 
in  S»  C.-,  1786,  This  latter  Rene  was  the  son  of  Pierre  Chastain,  the 
emigrant . 

2.  Anne,  or  Nancy  Ayres,  (John,  Matthias)  dau.  of  John  and  Jane 
(Salle)  Ayres,  was  born  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  Feb.  20,  I782.  She  md 
Stephen  Fuqua  on  Oct.  6,  l8l4.  She  was  his  second  wife,  his  first  wife 
being  Susannah  Garrott,  dau.  of  Chas  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Garrott,  and  a 
first  cousin  of  Nancy.  Stephen  and  Nancy  (Ayres)  Fuqua  lived  in  Logan 
Co.  Ky.  Their  son,  Moses  Fuqua,  was  mentioned  in  a  letter  to  the  com- 

E,  Chastain.  He  said  that  Nancy  (Ayres)  Fuqua  died  in 
her  87th  year.  Stephen  Fuqua  was  b  Feb.  22,  I769.  The  census  of  I8IO 
for  Buckingham  Co.  lists  a  Stephen  Fuqua  with  two  males  under  10,  1  male 
26  to  45,  1  female  45  and  up,  1  female  16  to  26,  and  8  slaves. 

Dr.  E.  E,  Ayres,  of  Chest,  Pa.,  a  descendant  of  Edmond  Ayres, 

(John,  Matthias)  wrote  the  compiler  in  I918:  "I  recall  the  fact  another 
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sister  of  my  grandfather  married  Stephen  Fuqua,  whose  son,  Prof.  J*  H* 
Fuqua,  was  a  professor  at  Bethel  College  about  the  time  your  father  was 
in  college  there".  He  refers  to  the  writer's  father,  M*  A.  Ayres 
(1847-1909) ^  who  attended  Bethel  College,  Russellville,  Ky.  Dr.  E.  E. 
Ayres  died  in  Chester,  Pa,,  Aug.  I5,  1920. 

In  Logan  Co.  wills,  p  30,  we  find  the  will  of  Stephen  Fuqua, 
which  reads  as  follows:  Est.  to  wife,  Nancy,  dau,  of  John  Ayres,  of  Buck¬ 
ingham  Co.  Va.  Children:  John,  Sally  Williams,  Polly  Routon,  heirs  of 
Stephen  Fequa;  Elizabeth  Williams;  William  Fequa;  Susannah  Hill;  Moses 
Fequa;  Virginia  Follin,  Matthew  Fequa;  Joseph  Fequa.  The  name  is  spelled 
"Fequa"  in  the  will  as  abstracted,  and  the  copy  sent  me  did  not  have  the 
date  of  will. 

All  the  notes  I  have  state  that  Stephen  Fuqua  had  24  children,  I8 
of  whom  are  said  to  have  lived  to  maturity.  Those  who  died  young  are 
not  mentioned  in  the  Bible  records  we  have,  which  are  taken  from  the 
Stephen  Fuqua  Bible,  and  names  only  twelve  children. 

Prof.  James  Henry  Fuqua,  LLD,  of  Bethel  College,  Logan  Co.  Ky.  in 
a  letter  dated  May  22,  1913 ^  stated  that  Stephen  Fuqua  married  Nancy 
Ayres,  and  that  he  had  brothers,  Aaron  and  Samuel,  and  they  were  all  born 
in  Buckin^am  Co.  Va. 

Dr,  M*  T*  Chastain,  of  Marshall,  Mo.,  stated  that  Stephen  had  a  bro¬ 
ther,  Moses  Fuqua.  They  went  to  Kentucky  in  1805.  We  know  that  Stephen 
had  brothers,  Moses  and  Aaron,  and  that  they  were  sons  of  William  Fuqua, 
who  died  Sept.  22,  I803.  'Chis  we  learn  from  the  Aaron  Fuqua  Bible. 

Aaron  md  Mary  Ayres  (Nathan,  Matthias)  and  Mary  was  a  cousin  of  Stephen's 
two  wives,  Susannah  Garrott  and  Nancy  Ayres. 

The  cousins,  first,  second,  third,  and  so  on,  the  double  cousins, 
cousins-in-law,  "kissing  cousins"  and  courtesy  cousins,  for  all  Virginians 
were  "kin"  in  some  way,  make  a  bewildering  genealogical  tangle. 

In  another  section  of  this  volume  may  be  found  copy  of  the  record 
from  the  Stephen  Fuqua  Bible,  as  published  in  the  DAR  Mag.  Apr.  1958, 
p  3TT*  The  record  is  unusually  concise,  making  the  children  of  his  first 
wife,  Susannah,  and  those  of  his  second  wife,  Nancy.  These  are  all  men¬ 
tioned  in  his  will,  except  Martha  Jane  Fuqua,  b  I815,  d  1827.  Of  the 
children  listed,  seven  were  the  children  of  Susannah,  and  five  were  the 
children  of  Nancy,  as  follows: 

Martha  Jane  Fuqua,  born  July  I8,  I815,  d  Nov.  1827 

Susannah  Fuqua,  born  Dec,  30,  I816 

John  A.  Fuqua,  b  Feb.  20,  I818 

Moses  Fuqua,  born  Jan,  26,  l820 

Virginia  Fuqua,  born  May  26,  1820 

We  list  the  children  as  given  in  the  Bible.  There  are  no  marriages 
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or  death  dates.  There  was  a  Feliz  Fuq_ua  mentioned  in  one  of  the  notes 
sent  to  the  writer^  hut  he  is  not  shown  in  the  Bible  record  or  mentioned 
in  the  will, 

8,  Martha  Jane  Fuqua^  dau.  of  Stephen  and  Nancy  (Ayres)  Fuqua,  was 
bom  July  l8,  I815,  died  Nov.  I827. 

9,  Susannah  Fuqua,  dau.  of  Stephen  and  Nancy  (Ayres)  Fuqua  was 
born  Dec,  30^  I816,  and  md  William  P.  Hill,  Logan  Co.  Ky.  on  March  9^ 

183T«  (Bk.  1,  p  123).  In  deed  Bk.  0,  p  71^  at  Warrensburg,  Johnson  Co. 

Mo.,  is  this  record;  "Nancy  Fuqua,  of  Lo^n  Co.  Ky.,  May  I9,  I856,  to 

Susannah  Hill,  wife  of  Wm.  P.  Hill,  of  Johnson  Co.  Mo.,  gives  for  love 
and  affection  to  her  dau^ter,  Susannah  Hill,  the  east  ^  of  lot  2,  of 
the  northwest  section  3^  Twp.  46,  Range  28,  land  in  Johnson  Co.,  Mo. 

The  Hills  were  very  early  settlers  in  Johnson  Co.  Mo.,  near  Holden. 

The  descendants  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Fuqua  also  settled  early  in 
Johnson  Co,  Mrs.  Henry  (Bradley)  Jarman  thinks  that  Susannah  (Fuqua) 

Hill  and  her  family  are  buried  in  Rock  Spring  Cemetery  near  the  Holden 
Road.  Wm,  P,  and  Susannah  Hill  had  at  least  four  children:  1.  Maggie 

Hill  md  Mr.  Shaw;  2,  Lucy  Hill  md  Mr.  Buchanan;  Anna  Hill  md  Mr,  Scott, 

they  had  fo\ir  sons;  4.  Ida  Hill  lived  in  St.  Louis.  Mrs.  Jarman,  a 
cousin  gave  these  names. 

10.  John  Ayres  Fuqua,  son  of  Stephen  and  Nancy  (Ayres)  Fuqua,  was 
born  Feb.  20,  I818.  He  died  May,  1896.  No  further  information, 

11.  Moses  Fuqua,  son  of  Stephen  and  Nancy  (Ayres)  Fuqua  was  born 
Jan.  26,  1820,  and  died  Nov,  I9,  I852.  He  md  Letitia  Ho^n,  l848.  No 
further  Information. 

12.  Virginia  Fuqua,  dau.  of  Stephen  and  Nancy  (Ayres)  Fuqua  was 
born  May  6,  l822  and  died  I894.  She  md  a  Mr.  Follin. 

3,  Edmond  E.  Ayres  (John,  Matthias),  son  of  John  and  Jane  ( Salle) 
Ayres,  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Feb.  24,  I783,  and  died  I874.  He  md 
Margaret  Williams,  who  was  b  1799^  died  I888.  They  moved  from  Bucking¬ 
ham  in  1812  and  in  1816  he  purchased  220  acres  of  land  on  Whipporwill 
Creek,  ten  miles  west  of  Russellville,  Ky.  He  md  on  Oct.  10,  I817,  and 
her  family  also  settled  on  Whipporwill  Creek.  The  names  of  the  children 
of  Edmond  and  Margaret  (Williams)  Ayres  differ  according  to  the  two  lists 
I  have.  The  list  furnished  by  Mr.  W.  D.  Ayres  does  not  include  all  of 
those  who  are  mentioned  in  Edmond's  will.  Mrs.  Wade  transmitted  to  me 
the  abstract  of  the  will  and  some  dates  concerning  him  and  his  descen¬ 
dants,  which  she  received  from  Mrs.  Oliver  Price.  The  abstract  of  Edmond's 
will; 


Edmond  Ayres,  May  26,  1847.  Wife  Margaret.  Sons  John  W.,  James  Ed¬ 
ward,  Wm,  L.;  daus.  Magdalen  Burks,  Virginia  Frances  Martin  and  daus. 
now  single;  all  my  children. 
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Mrs.  Price's  notes  say  that  Edmond  Ayres  (john^  Matthias)  went  to  Ken¬ 
tucky  in  1812.  He  had  three  sons  and  six  daus:  John,  William,  Samuel, 

Nancy,  Elizabeth,  Virginia,  Ann,  Magdalen  and  Margaret.  (His  will  mentions 
James  Edward,  hut  no  Samuel).  Dr.  W*  D^  Ayres  list  was  John,  William,  James, 
Edmond,  Magdalen,  Elizabeth,  Nancy,  Virginia  and  Anne  Ayres.  Another  item 
from  Mrs.  Price  is  that  Magdalen  Ayres  md  Nathaniel  Bixrks,  May  8,  l846. 

His  son,  James  Edmond  was  the  father  of  Dr.  E»  E»  Ayres,  Chester,  Pa. 

Another  descendant.  Rev.  Robert  K.  Merritt,  of  San  Jose,  Cal.  also 
sent  much  data.  Mr.  Merritt  lists  the  following  children  of  Edmond  and 
Margaret  (Williams)  Ayres: 

1.  Margaret  E.  Ayres,  dau.  of  Edmond  and  Margaret,  was  born  July  6, 
1818,  and  d  Dec.  28,  I89I,  Kingston,  Tenn.,  unm. 

2.  John  W.  Ayres,  son  of  Edmond  E.  and  Margaret  (Williams)  Ayres 
married  Mary  R.  Willis.  We  have  a  garbled  accoimt  of  the  descendants,  and 
have  made  little  effort  to  get  the  tangle  strai^t.  There  is  no  Mary  E. 

Ayres  mentioned  among  John  W.  Ayres '  children,  but  she  may  have  been  Mary 
Elizabeth.  In  her  will  of  I89I  she  leaves  as  follows:  To  my  afflicted 
niece.  Rose  Ella,  to  my  nephews,  William  and  Moses,  and  niece  Anna  Price; 
to  my  nieces  Margaret  and  Emma,  children  of  my  brother  William;  to  my 
sister,  Virginia  Martin,  Anna  Crutchfield  (Crutcher?)  and  sister,  Nancy 
Hughes.  Mrs.  Price  lists  Margaret  and  Emma  as  great  nieces  of  Mary  E.  Ayres. 
Mr.  Merritt  lists  a  Martha  Ayres,  b  i860,  as  dau.  of  John  W.  and  Margaret 
(Willis)  Ayres  and  a  Mary  Ayres,  b  1853^  also  a  Priscilla,  born  1857*  Could 
this  be  Princetta?  This  is  the  list  of  John  W.  and  Mary  (Willis)  Ayres; 

Nannie  Ayres,  died  infant 

Elizabeth  Ayres,  md  Mordan 

Princetta  Ayres  md  Johnson 

Susan  Ayres  md  Suddath 

Anna  Ayres  md  Oliver  Price,  b  I863 

William  and  Edmond  Ayres,  twins,  died  infants 

Virginia  Ayres 

Moses  and  Rosy  Ayres,  twins 

Minnie  Ayres  md  Arthur  Ayres,  son  of  William  Ayres.  Their  son  md  Sally 
Mosely,  July  I87O.  Their  children  were;  Maggie  Ayres,  Emma  Ayres  md 
Henry  L.  Flowers,  May  I8,  1895*  It  appears  from  the  above  notes  that  the 
generations  are  mixed. 

3.  Nancy  J,  Ayres,  dau.  of  Edmond  E.  and  Margaret  (Williams)  Ayres, 

b  1825,  md  James  Hughes,  b  I826.  She  is  mentioned  in  Mary  E.  Ayres'  will. 
Their  children  were;  1.  James  E.  Hu^es,  b  184t.  2.  P»  M^  Hu^es,  b 

1848.  3.  C.  Hughes,  b  1850. 

4.  William  Sullivan  Ayres,  son  of  Edmond  E.  and  Margaret  (Williams) 
Ayres,  was  b  I827,  d  I886.  He  md,  according  to  Mr.  Merritt,  on  July  J, 

1870,  Sarah  Elizabeth  Moseley,  and  he  gives  their  children  as;  Margaret 
Ada  Ayres,  b  1878;  Emma  Prances  Ayres,  b  I876,  md  Henry  Flowers,  and 
William  Arthur  Ayres,  b  1871^  d  I9IO.  Sarah  E.  Moseley  Ayres  willed  her 
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estate  to  her  dau.,  Maggie,  in  1914.  Sarah  E.  Moseley's  father  was  E. 
Moseley,  h  in  Va.  in  l80T.  Emma  F.  Ayres  -willed  her  estate  to  Henry 
Flo-wers,  193T* 

5.  Jam.es  Edmond  Ayres,  son  of  Edmond  E.  and  Margaret  (Williams) 

■was  h  1833^  ^  1924.  He  md  Sarah  Ann  Crutcher  on  Feh,  5;  1859^  Giles  Co. 
Tenn.  Their  children  were:  Eugene  Edmond  Ayres,  h  1859^  d  1920,  md 
Ada  Marguerite  Underwood,  l89Tj  Jesse  Esaac  Ayres,  h  i860,  md  Sallie 
Jane  Campbell;  William  Sullivan  Ayres,  b  1862;  Charles  James  Ayres,  b 
1863,  md  Sallie  Campbell;  Margaret  Ayres,  b  I867,  d  I9OI,  unm. 

6.  Virginia  F.  Ayres,  dau.  of  Edmond  E.  and  Margaret  (Williams) 
Ayres,  b  188T,  md  Noah  Martin. 

7*  Martha  Ann  Ayres,  dau.  of  Edmond  E.  and  Margaret  (Williams) 

Ayres,  b  1843,  d  I926,  Oran,  Texas.  She  md  Isaac  Milton  Crutcher  on 
Jan.  6,  1870.  Their  children  were:  Ida  ]yfa,rgaret  Crutcher,  grandmother 
of  Mr.  Merritt;  Larkin  Edmond  Crutcher;  Charles  Crutcher;  Elizabeth 
Crutcher;  Sanky  Crutcher;  Zenobia  Crutcher. 

8.  Isaac  H.  Ayres,  son  of  Edmond  E.  and  Margaret  (Williams)  Ayres, 
md  Annie  M.  Roberts  in  Logan  Co.  Ky.,  Mar,  21,  I883. 

Mr.  Edmond  Eugene  Ayres,  son  of  James  Edmond  and  Sarah  Anne  Crutcher 
Ayres  was  b  in  Russellville,  Ky.,  on  Hov,  2,  l859»  He  d  in  Chester,  Pa. 
in  1920.  He  md  Ada  Marguerite  Underwood,  and  is  the  correspondent  quoted 
in  earlier  pages  of  this  record.  He  had  several  children^  1.  Cecile 
Ayres  de  Horvath,  a  noted  concert  pianist;  2.  Eugene  Edmond  Ayres  II,  b 
1891,  md  Carol  Messer;  3*  Arthur  Underwood  Ayres,  b  1893^  md  Emily  Eliza¬ 
beth  Bell;  4.  John  Ayres,  b  1907^  md  Alice  Hutchinson. 

The  Crutcher  family  was  from  Tennessee.  The  parentage  of  Larkin 
Crutcher  (l777-l86l)  is  uncer-tain.  He  md  Mildred  Clark  (l8lO-l847)  dau. 
of  Jesse  Clark.  Their  son,  Isaac  M.  Crutcher,  b  l846,  who  md  Martha  Ann 
Ayres  (1843-1926)  was  the  father  of  Ida  M.  Crutcher,  b  Jan.  6,  187I,  d 
Dec.  28,  1906.  She  md  James  Wilson  Merritt,  who  was  b  Feb.  13,  I865,  d 
Oct.  13,  1926.  Their  children  were:  1.  IVbx  J.  Merritt;  2.  Myrtle  E. 
Merritt;  3»  James  Lee  Merritt.  He  was  b  Feb.  25,  l895.j  Greenville, 

Texas.  He  md  Clara  E,  Brandenberger,  dau.  of  John  R.  Brand enberger,  who 
was  b  Oct,  17^  1869  and  md  Sophia  Puls,  b  July  30,  1874,  d  May  I9,  I918. 
John  Rudolph  Brandenberger  was  the  son  of  Gostive  B.  Brandenberger  and 
Caroline  Kowalski,  Sophia  Puls'  parents  were  Chas.  Puls,  b  May  10,  I88O, 
and  Elizabeth  Steigman.  James  Lee  Merritt  was  the  son  of  James  T.  Mer¬ 
ritt,  b  I-II-I832,  d  8-24-1893  and  his  wife  Minnie  .  Robert  Keith 

Merritt,  son  of  Jas.  Lee  and  Clara  E.  (Brandenberger)  Merritt,  was  born 
Oct.  19,  1922,  Duluth,  Minn.,  and  md  Carol  Salter  Mosher  on  Sept.  10, 

1949,  in  San  Jose  California.  She  is  the  daughter  of  Edwin  F.  Mosher, 
of  San  Jose.  They  have  three  children:  1.  Stephen  Lee  Merritt,  b  Aug. 

9,  I95O;  2.  Timothy  Edwin  Merritt,  b  Jan.  21,  1952;  3»  David  Ayres 

Merritt.  Mrs.  Robert  Merritt  was  b  May  I8,  1930^  md  Sept.  10,  1949* 
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Mr.  Merritt  has  done  quite  extensive  work  on  his  ancestral  lines  and  is  the 
authority  for  much  of  the  data  concerning  descendants  of  Edmond  Ayres, 

(John,  Matthias). 

k.  Sallie  Ayres  (John,  Matthias),  dau.  of  John  and  Jane  (Salle)  Ayres, 
was  h  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  May  25,  1791 »  She  married,  according  to  W.D. 
Ayres,  Amos  Maupin,  and  settled  at  Powell’s  Valley,  Term,  Amos  Maupin  is 
not  shown  in  l8l0  census  of  Buckingham  Co.  • 

5.  Judith  Ayres  (John,  Matthias)  daughter  of  John  and  Jane  (Salle) 
Ayres,  was  h  in  Buckin^am  Co.  Va,,  Feh.  9^  179^ «  She  md  Jacob  Chastain 
(Rene,  Peter,  Peter),  brother  to  William  Chastain  who  md  her  sister,  Magda¬ 
len  Ayres.  In  Vol.  30,  p  100,  Reg.  Ky.  Hist.  Soc.  we  find  that  Jacob  Chas¬ 
tain  and  Judith  Ayres  were  md  Feb.  10,  I808.  Presumably  they  went  to  Logan 
Co.  Ky.  soon  after,  as  Jacob  Chastain  is  not  shown  in  I8IO  census  of  Buck¬ 
ingham.  The  children  of  Jacob  and  Judith  (Ayres)  Chastain,  as  given  by 
Miss  Per  Lee  were: 

Joseph  Chastain  -  no  further  information; 

Mary  Chastain  md  Powers,  nothing  further; 

Nancy  Chastain  md  Edward  Moseley.  He  was  the  son  of  Spotsford  Lewis 
and  Mary  (Marshall)  Moseley,  and  brother  to  Mary  Marshall  Moseley  who  md 
Col.  John  B,  Ayres,  son  of  Rev.  John  (Nathan,  Matthias),  Judith  Chastain  and 
Rev.  John  Ayres  were  1st  cousins. 

After  the  death  of  Judith  (Ayres)  Chastain,  Jacob  married  Miss  Eleanor 
Britt,  and  they  had  the  following  children: 

John  H.  Chastain,  no  further  information; 

SusanChastain  md  Arthur .  No  further  information; 

Helen  Chastain  md  Hukill.  No  further  information; 

6.  Susannah  Hales  Ayres  (John,  Matthias),  daughter  of  John  and  Jane 
(Salle)  Ayres,  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co,  Va,,  March  26,  1796<>  She  md  Charles 
LeSueur  and  they  settled  in  Nashville.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  l8l2, 
in  Capt.  Jos,  McLaurin’s  Co,,  also  in  David  Long’s  Co,  He  d  185^.  They 
married  l8l2  and  she  died  189I,  They  had  seven  children.  (See  widow’s  cer¬ 
tificate  Pension  Office  ^35152),  The  information  concerning  the  LeSueur 
descendants  was  given  in  letters  dated  A.pr.  I9,  I918  from  Mr.  S.  J.  LeSueur, 
of  Nashville,  son  of  Samuel  W.  and  Mary  Ann  Jane  LeSueur.  In  I918,  all 
their  children  were  dead  except  Sam’l  J.,  V&i.  N.,  Olive  and  Katherine.  Miss 
Mary  Ayres  Wilkinson  also  furnished  some  LeSueur  data. 

The  children  of  Charles  and  Susamnah  Hales  (Ayres)  LeSueur: 

1.  Daniel  LeSuer,  b  I813,  d.s,p, 

2.  John  A.  or  H.  LeSueur,  b  1815,  d  187O,  He  md  Elizabeth  Gar- 
rott,  d  1885.  They  had  one  child,  Robert  Edwin  LeSueur,  who  md  Signora 

E.  Charlton  and  they  had  ten  children, 

3.  Edward  Chastain  LeSueur,  b  I817,  d  I896,  md  first  Sara  Lavin- 
ia  Apperson.  They  moved  to  Tennessee,  where  Sarah  died  I85O.  She  was  b 
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l821.  He  md  2nd  May  Moseley,  who  was  b  1856. 

4.  Charles  Hales  LeSuenr  md  first  Mary  Ann  Calhoun.  Their 
children  died  in  infancy.  He  md  2nd  Fanny  W.  Davis. 

5.  Many  Ann  Jane  LeSueur  md  her  first  cousin,  Samuel  Wesley 
LeSueur.  She  was  b  1822,  d  18t4. 

6.  Olive  Salle  LeSueur  md  first  Margaret  Brent,  second  Fanny 
Spicer.  His  children  were:  Walter  C.  LeSueur,  Emma  LeSueur,  Johnella 
LeSueur,  Edwin  H.  LeSueur,  Chas.  P.  LeSueur  and  Market  LeSueur. 

T.  Elizabeth  LeSueur,  died  unm.  I85O. 

3.  Edward  Chastain  LeSueur.  His  children  by  his  first  wife  were: 
Ellen  LeSuer  and  John  E.  LeSueur.  Those  by  his  second  wife.  May  Mose¬ 
ley,  were:  Chas.  H.  LeSueur,  Jane  LeSueur,  'Win.  D.  LeSueur,  Alice  LeSueur 
and  Sallie  LeSueur. 

4.  The  children  of  Chas.  Hales  LeSueur,  who  was  b  I819,  were  Nathan¬ 
iel  P.  LeSueur  and  Lilly  A.  LeSueur. 

5 .  The  children  of  'Maxy  Ann  Jane  LeSueur  and  Samuel  LeSueur  (who 
were  cousins),  were  eleven,  as  follows: 


1. 

Ann  H.  LeSueur 

7. 

Samuel  J.  LeSueur 

2. 

Sarah  Susan  LeSueur 

8. 

Edwin  H.  LeSue-ur 

3. 

Mary  E.  LeSueur 

9- 

John  M.  LeSueur 

4. 

Katherine  M.  LeSuer 

10. 

W.  N.  LeSueur 

5. 

6. 

James  H.  LeSueur 

Frank  C.  LeSueur 

11. 

Olive  LeSueur 

2.  The  only  child  of  John  A.  or  John  H.  LeSueur  and  his  wife,  Eli¬ 
zabeth  Garrott,  was  Robert  Edwin  LeSueiir.  Elizabeth  Gaxrott  was  the  dau. 
of  Nathan  Garrott  and  wife,  Elizabeth.  Nathan  Garrott  was  the  son  of 
Chas.  Garrott  and  Chloe  Agee,  and  Chas.  Garrott  was  the  son  of  Chas.  Gar¬ 
rott,  Sr.  and  Mary  Ayres  (Matthias).  Robert  Edwin  LeSueur,  son  of  John  A. 
and  Elizabeth  (Garrott)  LeSueiir,  married  Signora  E.  Charlton  and  they  had 
ten  children,  as  follows: 

Mary  E.  LeSueur  md  Thomas  Cochrane  of  Charleston,  W.  Va,  b  186T; 

James  E.  LeSueur  md  1&99^  Annie  Johnson.  He  was  b  I869,  d  1944; 

Sarah  J.  LeSueur,  born  18t1,  died  189I; 

John  A.  LeSueur  md  in  1922,  Edith  Yoder.  They  live  in  Farmville,  Va. 

William  LeSueur  died  unm.  I9OI.  He  was  b  1874; 

Lulu  E.  LeSueur  born  18TT^  died  1902; 

Robert  Forrest  LeSueur  md  Lucy  M.  Atkinson.  She  was  a  grand -dau^ter 
of  Jesse  R.  Wilkinson.  Lucy,  his  wife,  md  2nd  Lewis  G.  Guerrant. 

Edwin  H.  LeSuairmd  Sallie  Elam  in  I906.  He  was  b  l882,  d  1940; 

Josie  C.  LeSueur  md  Alfred  Yoder  in  1903»  She  wa.s  b  l884,  d  1924; 

Annie  Elizabeth  LeSueur  md  Archer  Edward  Rush  in  I916.  She  was  b 
1887.  Mrs.  Rush  lives  in  the  old  LeSueur  homestead  in  Buckingham  Co.Va., 
and  it  is  said  to  be  fiimished  with  beautiful  antiques.  Mrs.  Rush  was 
given  an  old  photograph  album  by  Miss  Nannie  Sue  Ayres  of  Dillwyn  contain- 
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ing  photos  of  the  Ayres  family  for  generations  hut  she  states  that  she  was 
not  given  an  old  Bihle  hy  Miss  Nannie  Sue^  as  some  stated. 

Following  is  a  copy  of  an  article  that  appeared  in  the  Nashville 
Tennessee  Daily  American  in  March  I89O:  "Mrs.  Susan  H.  LeSueur,  whose 
home  is  with  her  grandson,  E.  L.  LeSueur,  the  well-known  contractor  on 
Shelby  Ave.,  will  complete  her  ninety -fourth  birthday  on  March  26th,  and 
she  is  in  all  probability  the  only  immediate  descendant  of  a  Revolutionary 
sire  in  the  city.  Her  father’s  name  was  John  Ayres,  who  was  a  soldier  in 
the  Va.  Line  of  Light  Infantry  and  participated  in  the  battle  of  Guilford 
C.H.  and  other  engatements.  Mrs.  LeSueur’s  husband  was  in  the  War  of  l8l2, 
for  which  she  is  now  receiving  a  pension.  She  has  three  children  living 
who  are  getting  well  up  in  years,  E,  C.  LeSueur,  University  St.,  aged  735 
C.  H,  LeSueur,  Main  St.,  aged  71  and  0.  S.  LeSueur,  Russell  St.,  aged  69, 
all  of  whom  are  well  known  to  the  business  men  of  Nashville" . 

7.  Patsy  Ayres  (John,  Matthias)  dau.  of  John  and  Jane  (Salle)  Ayres, 

was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Aug.  11,  1798.  She  md  John  Guthrie.  Nothing 

is  known  of  her  descendants,  but  there  were  quite  a  number  of  A3rres -Guthrie 

marriages.  In  Cimiberland  Co.  Va.,  Samuel  Ajres  md  Jane  Guthrey.  (See 
Guthrey  notes).  Later  there  was  a  Col.  John  Guthrey,  of  Saline  Co.  Mo., 
descended  from  the  Cumberland  Co.  Va.  Guthrey ’s  who  married,  his  descen¬ 
dants  say,  two  Ayres  wives.  One  of  them  was  Mary  (Polly)  Ayres,  b  Apr. 

24,  1821,  and  the  other  was  "Miss  Ayres",  cousin  of  Polly.  These  two 
Misses  Ayres  were  both  natives  of  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.,  probably  descended 
from  Matthias  II,  or  from  Edmond,  sons  of  Matthias  I. 

8.  John  Hales  Ayres,  called  Jack,  son  of  John  and  Jane  (Salle)  Ayres, 

was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  on  May  3^  I8OI,  and  md  Mary  G.  Seay,  called 

"Polly".  Their  children  were: 

1.  Martha  Susan  Ayres,  b  I83O,  md  _ _Garden; 

2.  Mary  Frances  Ayres,  b  I832,  md  Garden; 

3.  Chastaina  Ayres,  b  1834,  md  Garden; 

4.  James  Edward  Ayres,  b  I836,.  md  Richardson; 

5.  Julia  Josephine  Ayres,  b  I838,  q.v. ; 

6.  John  Ayres,  b  l840,  died  just  before  the  Civil  War; 

7.  Olive  Ayres,  md  Seay. 

5*  Julia  Josephine  Ayres,  dau.  of  John  Hales  and  Polly  (Seay)  Ayres, 
was  b  1859 0  She  md  R.  P.  Howell,  who  was  b  1833.  In  I918  Mr.  R.  P.  Ho¬ 
well  wrote  the  compiler  that  his  mother  was  a  Miss  Moseley,  and  that  he 
himself  was  a  great  nephew  of  Nancy  Gilliam  (Howell)  Ayres,  wife  of 
Matthias  Ayres,  son  of  Nathan,  son  of  Matthias  I.  R.  P.  and  Josephine 
(Ayres)  Howell  had  ten  children,  all  deceased  in  I918  but  three;  Mary, 
the  oldest,  who  md  Henry  Tapscott  and  had  five  children;  Josie,  the 
youngest,  who  md  Mr.  Ihomas  and  had  two  children,  and  Henry  Howell,  a 
resident  then  of  Buckingham  Co.  Mr.  R.  P.  Howell  lived  then  at  Scotts- 
ville,  Albemarle  Co. 
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9.  Jane  Ayres  (Jolm,  Matthias)^  dau.  of  John  and  Jane  (Salle)  Ayres, 
was  h  in  Buckingham  Coe  Va.,  June  l803o  She  md  Joseph  Ryal  Ferguson, 
and  settled  in  Tell  Co.  Ark.,  according  to  W.  D.  Ayres.  Nothing  is  known 
of  any  descendants. 

10.  Olive  Salle  Ayres  (John,  Matthias),  son  of  John  and  Jane  (Salle) 
Ayres,  was  h  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  on  Feb.  3^  l8o6  and  d  Apr.  9^  I887 • 

He  md  Miss  Catherine  Seay,  who  was  b  I803.  They  lived  in  Buckingham  Co. 
Ann  Olive  Perrault  md  Abraham  Salle,  and  this  is  probably  the  source  of 
the  name  Olive  in  the  Ayres  family.  In  letter  dated  Jan.  21,  1931^  from 
Mr.  John  Matthias  Ayres,  of  Bluefield,  W.  Va.,  he  says;  ’’The  old  gold 
fidlds  in  Buckingham  Co.  which  were  operated  by  my  grandfather,  still 
leave  a  trace,  most  of  the  country  being  grown  up  in  pines" .  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  Olive  S.  and  Catherine  (Seay)  Ayres  were: 

1.  Edwin  Ayres,  b  July  1,  l826,  in  Buckingham  Co.  d  at  Summersville, 
Nicholas  Co.  ¥.  Va.,  Dec.  28,  1904.  He  was  twice  married.  His  first  wife 
was  Mary  Seay,  of  Buckingham  Co.  who  d  I888,  His  second  wife  was  Miss 
Annie  Milam  of  Nicholas  Co.  ¥.  Va. 

2.  Nancy  Jane  Ayres,  dau.  of  Olive  Salle  and  Catherine  (Seay)  Ayres 
md  T.  G.  Hudgins.  She  d  ca.  1852. 

3.  John  Rubbin  Ayres,  son  of  Olive  S.  and  Catherine  (Seay)  Ayres, 
was  b  1831  and  d  Oct.  21,  I9II.  He  md  Elizabeth  Seay,  and  they  lived  in 
Buckingham  Co.  They  were  the  parents  of  Miss  Nannie  Sue  Ayres  of  Dill- 
wyn,  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.,  "vdio  died  l839“'^0*  Up  until  the  time  of  her 
death  she  lived  on  a  part  of  the  original  grant  of  land  of  1755  to  Mat¬ 
thias  Ayres  I. 

4.  William  Daniel  Ayres,  son  of  Olive  Salle  and  Catherine  (Seay) 
Ayres,  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Sept.  12,  1835*  Re  mU  Margaret  Jane 
McMillion,  and  after  some  years  they  settled  in  Green  Brier  Co.  W.  Va. 

He  gave  a  large  part  of  this  data  concerning  the  descendants  of  John  and 
Jane  ( Salle)  Ayres.  He  had  three  children;  Kate  A.  Ayres,  who  md  Penn 
McMillion.  She  was  b  May  22,  1875*  John  Matthias  Ayres,  b  May  28,  188O, 
md  Lucy  Hull.  He  makes  his  home  in  Bluefield,  W.  Va.  Thomas  W.  Ayres, 

b  Oct.  7^  1883  md  Maud  Rider.  The  grandchildren  of  W.  D.  Ayres  in  1919 
were:  Edmond  Hale  Ayres,  b  May  17^  1913;  Ina-  Lorena,  b  J\ine  19^  1916, 
and  another  b  Oct.  1,  1919^  Mr.  Ayres  did  not  state  who  were  the 
parents  of  these  children. 

5.  Sarah  E.  Ayres,  dau.  of  Olive  Salle  and  Catherine  (Seay)  Ayres 
was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  I838,  and  died  Feb.  9^  I916.  Nothing  is 
known  of  her  descendants,  if  any. 

III.  Matthias  Ayres  (Matthias),  son  of  Matthias  and  Elizabeth 
(Hales)  Ayres,  was  presumably  married  prior  to  I782.  He  is  shown  on 
tax  lists  of  that  date  for  Buckingham  Co.  with  5OO  acres  of  land  which 
is  not  increased  or  dirairiislTed  in  the  returns  until  1803,  when  the  tax¬ 
able  acreage  is  reported  as  "Estate  of  Matthias  Ayres  deceased" .  It  is 
so  reported  until  I818,  when  it  is  still  "Matthias  Ayres  estate  on 
Joshua  Creek."  We  assume  that  Matthias  Ayres  II  died  about  I803  and  that 
his  widow  was  still  living  in  I818. 
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In  a  letter  dated  May  23 ^  1919^  Mr.  ¥«.  D*  Ayres  said:  "I  mention 
the  following^  "who  I  suppose  to  be  from  the  2nd  Matthias^  namely^ 

William Matthias^  Stephen^  Polly  and  Patsy  LeSueur.  Patsy  had  no 
descendants” a 

The  personal  property  tax  lists  of  Buckingham  Co.  mentions  on  ”a 
list  of  slaves,  tithables,  both  black  and  white,  also  free  male  tithables 
above  21  years  of  age",  the  following  in  1791:  Matthias  Ayres,  two  whites, 
(isham  Chastain).  In  179^  H  reads,  Matthias  Ayres,  one  white  (John). 

This  Isham  Chastain,  listed  with  the  family  of  Matthias  Ayres  II,  who  was 
"above  21  in  IJ^l" ,  was  probably  a  brother-in-law  of  Matthias.  He  was  the 
son  of  Rene  Chastain,  Mrs.  Wade  states,  and  married  Sallie  Howell.  We  have 
no  record  of  the  children  of  Isham  Chastain. 

Miss  Fannie  Ayres  Wise  and  her  sister.  Miss  Helen  Durand  Wise,  of 
Washington,  D..  C..,  both  since  deceased,  wrote  the  compiler  in  1923  that 
they  were  descendants  of  this  Matthias,  though  they  had  not  much  data. 

The  list  they  gave  of  the  children  of  Matthias  Ayres  II  was  as  follows: 
Stephen,  John,  Edward,  Sally,  Mary  (Polly),  Martha,  (Patsy),  William  and 
Matthias,  the  latter  Matthias,  third  of  the  name,  being  their  grandfather. 
Of  these,  Stephen,  Polly,  and  Patsy  are  mentioned  by  W».  D*  Ayres.  The 
Misses  Wise  stated  that  they  thought  the  wife  of  Matthias  Ayres,  son  of 
Matthias  and  Elizabeth  (Hales)  Ayres,  was  Mary  Howell.  In  the  census  of 
Buckingham  Co.  Va,,  l8l0,  we  find  a  Mary  Ayres  as  head  of  a  household  and 
assume  that  she  was  the  widow  of  Matthias  II,  who  died  circa  1803.  There 
were  in  her  household  in  181O,  1  male  between  10  and  16,  2  males  between 
16  and  26,  1  female  between  10  and  16,  2  females  between  16  and  26,  1  fe¬ 
male  45  and  up,  whom  we  assume  to  be  Mary  (Howell)  Ayres.  There  were  9 
slaves.  This  is  six  children,  3  males  under  26  and  3  females  under  26. 

The  conjectural  list  of  the  children  of  Matthias  and  Mary  (Howell)  Ayres 
is  as  follows: 


1. 

John  Ayres 

5. 

Matthias  Ayres 

2. 

Sally  Ayres 

6. 

Martha  (Patsy)  Ayres 

3. 

Mary  ( Polly )Ayres 

7. 

Stephen  Ayres 

4. 

William  Ayres 

8. 

Edward  Ayres  (Edmond?) 

We  have  no  knowledge  of  the  antecedents  of  Mary  Howell  who  md  Matthias 
II,  or  of  Sallie  Howell  who  md  Isham  Chastain.  A  Jesse  Thomas  of  Bucking¬ 
ham  Co.  md  a  Mary  Howell,  and  neither  do  we  have  her  ancestry.  But  Eliza¬ 
beth  Hoggett  Thomas,  dau.  of  Jesse  and  Mary  (Howell)  Thomas,  md  Francis 
Lee  Wilkinson,  b  Sept.  23,  1770,  and  their  descendant,  Miss  Mary  Ayres  Wil¬ 
kinson  has  the  Wilkinson  Bible,  and  their  dau.,  Elizabeth  Ann  Wilkinson,  b 
1802,  md  2nd  Robert  Matthias  Ayres,  son  of  Matthias  II  and  Mary  Howell. 

1.  John  Ayres  (Matthias,  Matthias),  was  not  shown  on  Matthias  Ayres' 
tax  list  of  1793  under  free  white  males  under  21.  In  179^^  the  tax  list 
reads:  Matthias  Ayres,  1  free  white,  John.  He  was  born,  therefore,  in 
1773*  We  assume  that  this  John  Ayres  is  the  John  Ayres  as  having  been  b 
Mar.  1,  1774,  d  Jan.  7^  1831*  He  went  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky  in  an 
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early  day.  He  md  Agnes _ This  John  Ayres,  however,  is  said  to  have 

had  an  only  brother,  Joseph  Ayres,  who  md  Peggy  West.  We  think  this  John 
Ayres,  who  had  several  brothers  and  none  reported  as  being  named  Joseph, 
was  b  ITT^^  and  the  Jos.  Ayres  who  md  Peggy  West  is  reported  as  having 
been  b  1805.  In  Shelby  Co.  Ky.  Marriages,  published  in  Register  of  Ky. 

Hist.  Soc.,  we  find  that  on  March  I5,  I827,  Jos.  B.  Ayres  md  Peggy  West, 
consent  of  her  father,  Wm.  West, 

Our  infoimant  about  John  Ayres,  b  ITT^^  "was  his  grandson,  Thomas 
Jefferson  Ayres,  of  Pike  Co.  Mo.  He  stated  that  his  father,  also  Thomas 
Jefferson  Ayres,  was  b  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky. ,  Sept.  29,  I8OO.  He  went  with 
his  family  from  Shelby  Co.  Ky.  in  1829  to  Pike  Co.  Mo.  This  Thomas  Jef¬ 
ferson  Ayres  1st  md  Hov.  29,  1821,  Elizabeth  Ann  Lewis,  dau.  of  Jesse 
Lewis,  Sr.  and  Rhoda  Frances  Bondurant,  who  was  the  dau.  of  Rev.  Thomas 
and  Rhoda  (Agee)  Bondurant.  Mrs.  T»  J..  Ayres  d  in  I883,  near  Spencers- 
burg.  Pike  Co.  Mo.  Mr.  Thomas  Jefferson  Ayres  U  stated  that  he  was 
the  youngest  of  10  children,  5  boys  and  5  girls,  the  oldest  child  b  I823. 
From  other  sources  we  learn  that  the  children  of  Thomas  Jefferson  I  and 
his  wife,  Elizabeth  Ann  (Lewis)  Ayres  were: 


1. 

Martha  Jane  Ayres 

6. 

Eliza  A.  Ayres 

2. 

Rebecca  B.  Ayres 

T. 

Jos.  S.  Ayres 

3. 

Agnes  R.  Ayres 

8. 

Salathiel  B.  Ayres 

4. 

John  H.  Ayres 

9. 

Amos  B.  Ayres 

5. 

Elizabeth  A.  Ayres 

10. 

Thomas  Jefferson  Ayres  II 

Of  these  we  have  no  information  except  that  in  history  of  Pike  Co. 

Mo.  is  mention  of  Salathiel  Banbrldge  Ayres,  born  near  Spencersbirrg, 

Pike  Co.  Mo,,  Jan.  1839^  son  of  Thos.  J.  and  Elizabeth  Lewis  Ayres, 
and  he  married  on  Oct.  25,  l864,  Susan  E.,  dau.  of  Thos,  P.  Woodson. 

Also,  in  History  of  Pike  Co.  Mo.,  is  a  sketch  of  Thos,  J.  Ayres,  dec'd, 
son  of  Thos.  J.  and  Elizabeth  Lewis  Ayres,  who  were  descended  from  old 
families  of  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  and  who  was  b  Woodford  Co.  Ky.  And  from 
the  same  ref.,  "  T.r  J*  Ayres,  son  of  Thos.  and  Elizabeth  Ayres,  among  the 
prominent  families  of  Pike  Co.  Mo.,  was  b  Mar.  I5,  18^5,  md  Apr.  24,  186T, 

Mary  E.  Briddell."  Mr.  J*  W.  Ayres,  of  Harriman,  Term.,  son  of  Rev.  Na¬ 

than  Ayres,  (Walter,  Nathan,  Matthias),  states  that  "Thos.  Ayres  of  Pike 
Co.  was  a  cousin  of  my  father.  Rev.  Nathan  Ayres."  Mr.  Ayres  also  stated 
that  he  knew  "Coz.  Bern"  Ayres  well.  He  was  referring  to  Salathiel  B. 

Ayres  (called  Bern)  who  was  son  of  T.  J,  and  Elizabeth  Lewis  Ayres, 

Thomas  J.  Ayres  II  and  his  wife,  Mary  E.  Bridell,  had  at  least  two 
children:  1.  Mary  Jane  Ayres,  md  Wm.  S.  Raufer,  of  Bowling  Green,  Mo. 

They  had  two  children,  Wm.  Raufer  and  Bridell  Raufer.  2.  Betty  Bridell 
Ayres,  dau.  of  Thos.  J.  II  and  Mary  Bridell,  md  S.  M.  Lowry  and  they  liv¬ 
ed  in  Ciarement,  California.  They  have  a  son,  T.  J,  Ayres  Lowry.  Mr.  T, 
J.  Ayres  II  stated  that  he  knew  there  was  some  relationship  between  his 
Ayres  and  those  of  Marlon  and  Saline  Counties,  Mo. 

We  have  notes  concerning  another  Ayres  family  of  Pike  Co.  Mo., 
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Thomas  Ayres  of  Virginia  and  Kentucky  who  md  Phoehe  Noel.  They  had  one 
child^  Richard  Ayres.  After  Thomas’  deaths  Phoehe  md  John  Ellison.  In 
Charlotte  Co.  Va,  we  find  the  record  of  marriage  of  Thos.  Ayres  and  Phoehe 
Noel  on  Jan.  16^  1T8T»  Their  son,  Richard,  or  Ritchie  Ayres,  served  in 
the  War  of  l8l2.  He  was  h  1796  and  d  in  Pike  Co.  Mo.,  Aug.  5^  iSj^.  He 
md  1st  Elizabeth  Reading  and  second  Isahelle  Finley,  who  was  h  l8o4  in 
S*  C»  and  died  1849.  do  not  know  the  antecedents  of  this  Thomas  Ayres. 

The  children  of  Richard  Ayres,  who  settled  in  Pike  Co.  Mo.  about  l8l8 
were; 


1. 

Thomas  Ayres,  b  l820 

7. 

James  Finley  Ayres,  b  I839 

2. 

Amanda  Ayres,  b  l822 

8. 

Robert  F.  Ayres 

3. 

America  Ayres,  b  1824 

9. 

Eliza  Allen  Ayres 

4. 

George  Alexander  Ayres,  1829 

5. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Ayres,  b  1834 

6. 

Martha  Ann  Ayres,  b  1837 

Judge  Robert  A.  Ayres,  son  of  Richard  and  Isabella  (Finley)  Ayres,  was 
County  Judge  of  Pike  Co.  Mo.  He  d  in  Independence,  Mo.,  April  13,  1919^ 
leaving  several  sisters.  He  md  Anna  Elizabeth  Bryson,  b  Pike  Co.  Mo.,  May 
4,  1847,  d  Independence,  Mo.,  Nov.  1,  1936.  She  was  the  dau.  of  William 
Bryson  and  Ann  Elizabeth  Yeater,  of  York  Dist.  S*  (57  Robert  F.  Ayres  of 
Pike  Co.  Mo.,  b  there  Jan.  22,  l842.  The  children  of  Robert  F.  and  Isa¬ 
bella  (Bryson)  Ayres  were: 

1.  Miss  Ethel  Ayres,  b  Louisiana,  Mo.,  l888,  d  June  l8,  1955^  Port¬ 
land,  Oregon. 

2.  Mrs.  Male  (Ayres)  Howell,  Portland,  Oregon. 

3.  Mrs,  Lillian  (Ayres)  Keeton,  Independence,  Mo. 

4.  Mrs.  Henry  We rtheim,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

5.  Bryson  Ayres,  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

In  a  letter  from  T»  J*  Ayres,  of  Bowling  Green,  Mo.,  dated  4-16-1919^ 
he  says:  "Richard  Ayres,  who  was  supposed  by  him  and  my  father  to  be  of 
the  same  family,  though  they  failed  to  trace  the  relationship,  died  in  this 
county  before  my  father  did." 

In  History  of  Lafayette  Co.  Mo.,  p  524,  there  is  mention  of  a  Phillip 
E.  Ayres,  b  Virginia  l8l4,  md  Miss  Addle  Brown.  Their  dau.  wrote  the  com¬ 
piler  that  "there  was  a  very  friendly  feeling  with  the  Ayres  of  Saline  Co. 
Mo.  (from  whom  the  compiler  is  descended),  but  she  did  not  know  of  any  re¬ 
lationship.  " 

In  Cumberland  Co.  Va.  Land  Bk,,  l805:  John  Ayres  est.  137  acres. 

In  same  co.  will  bk.  3>  pgs.  197^  198,  inventory  of  est.  of  John- Ayres, 

dec’d,  taken  the  7th l802.  Signed  by  John  Ford,  Edmund  Robinson,  John 

Smith. 

Note  from  BAR  Mag.  65:l40,  John  L.  Ayres  and  Jane  Dowdy  md  Dec.  19^ 
1838,  dau.  and  consent  of  Thomas  Dowdy,  Sec.  Robert  Starkey,  Cimiberland 
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Co.  Va. 


Sallie  Ayres  (Matthias^  Matthias),  dau.  of  Matthias  and  Mary  (How¬ 
ell)  Ayres,  is  named  in  both  lists,  that  of  D,  Ayres  and  the  Misses 
Wise.  Nothing  is  known  of  her  subsequent  history. 

3.  Mary  (Polly)  Ayres,  dau.  of  Matthias  and  Mary  (Howell)  Ayres 
is  also  named  in  both  lists.  We  have  no  further  infoimation  concerning 
her,  but  it  is  possible  that  she  is  the  Polly  Ayres  who  was  the  second 
wife  of  John  Guthrey  of  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  He  is  said  by  descendants 
to  have  had  three  Ayres  wives.  They  state  that  Polly  (Ayres)  Guthrey 
died  April  24,  I88I.  She  had  a  dau.  Martha  Ann  Guthrey,  who  md  Samuel 
Leake  Anderson.  These  Guthrey  descendants  went  from  Buckin^am  Co.  to 
Saline  Co.  Mo.  Descendants  say  that  John  Guthrey  had  four  wives.  Polly 
was  his  second  wife  and  had  one  child.  His  third  wife  was  Miss  Ayres, 

a  cousin  of  Polly,  and  his  fourth  wife  was  Betsy  Ayres,  sister  of  Polly. 
But  Betsy  is  not  shown  on  either  list  of  the  children  of  Matthias  and 
Mary  Howell. 

4.  William  Ayres  (Matthias,  Matthias),  son  of  Matthias  Ayres  II 

and  Mary  (Howell)  Ayres  may  have  been  the  William  Ayres  who  is  shown  in 

census  of  I8IO  of  Buckingham  Co-  as  head  of  a  household  and  may  also 

have  been  the  William  Ayres  whom  Mrs.  Hyde  states  served  in  War  of  l8l2. 
Mrs.  Hyde  stated  that  Matthias,  William  and  John  Ayres  went  to  New  Jer¬ 
sey  with  Dr.  John  Spencer  (her  ancestor),  where  they  served  in  the  War 
of  1812  for  six  months.  She  did  not  give  her  authority  for  the  state¬ 
ment.  In  Records  of  Officers  and  Men  in  Wars,  I79I-I815,  New  Jersey, 

we  find  mention  of  a  John  Ayres - 

The  report  for  William  Ayres  in  census  is  as  follows:  2  males  un¬ 
der  10;  1  male  26  to  45;  1  female  16  to  26,  8  slaves.  This  William, 
then,  was  born  between  IT65  and  1784  and  his  wife  was  b  after  1784. 

They  had  two  sons  b  after  I8OO.  William  Ayres  is  shown  on  personal  pro¬ 

perty  tax  lists  of  1812  and  I816,  but  not  on  land  tax  lists. 

The  Misses  Ayres  stated  that  William  Ayres  md  Mildred  Claiborne 
and  had  two  children,  Peter  Ayres,  who  md  Frances  Tanner,  and  Betsy. 
William  Ayres  md  Mildred  Chastain,  dau.  of  Rene  and  Martha  Chastain. 

This  Rene  was  a  son  of  Peter  (Peter).  A  suit  was  brou^t  in  Buckin^am 
Co.  Va.,  July  13,  1818,  against  the  children  and  heirs  of  Rene  Chastain. 
Mildred,  wife  of  William  Ayres  is  mentioned.  At  that  time  William  was 
not  living  in  Virginia.  The  Misses  Wise  wrote  that  the  children  of 
Peter  and  Frances  (Tanner)  Ayres;  1.  William  Ayres.  2.  John  Ayres. 

3 .  Harriett  Ayres . 

In  marriage  bonds  of  Cumberland  Co.  Va,  (DAR  Mag.  65:4l),  we  find 
that  Peter  Ayres  and  Frances  Tanner  md  Nov.  24,  1834.  Sec.  John  F.  Tan¬ 
ner.  In  Wm.  and  Mary  Quar.  12:193;  note  that  Peter  Ayres  was  in 
Buckln^am  Co.  Va.  in  1835^  when  he  was  a  member  of  the  1st  Bat.  24th 
Reg.  Va.  Mil.,  of  which  John  B.  Ayres,  son  of  Rev.  John,  was  Lt.  Col., 
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and  Ms  brother,  Owen  Ayres,  was  Lieut. 


A  grandson  of  Peter  and  Frances  (Tanner)  Ayres,  Mr.  E«  L,  Ayres  of 
Lynchburg,  Va.,  stated  in  letter  to  the  writer  in  1936  that  Peter  had  a 
dau.  named  Mary  who  md  John  Matthews;  a  son,  Robert  Howell,  who  md  Dora 
Poindexter  and  had  a  dau.  named  Ida,  a  son  b  1855 ^  "who  was  the  father  of 
E*  L..  Ayres;  two  sons  who  went  to  Humboldt,  Kans.,  and  Chas.  who  was 
killed  in  a  wreck  in  Tenn.,  Robert  Ayres,  son  of  Peter  and  Frances 

(Tanner)  Ayres,  stated  Mr.  E..  L,  Ayres  md  Dora _ •  He  went  to  Nelson 

Co,,  and  they  had  a  dau.,  Mrs.  Emmett  Hudson,  Tye  River,  Va.  This  corro¬ 
borates  the  Misses  Ayres'  statement,  that  Mary  Ayres,  dau.  of  Peter  md 
John  Matthews  and  that  her  brother  Robt.  Howell  md  Dora  Poindexter.  This 
latter  couple  had  a  dau.,  Ida  Frances  Ayres,  they  stated,  who  md  a  man 
named  Miller.  Mr.  E^  L,  Ayres  said  that  Peter  Ayres  had  a  brother  who 
had  a  large  family.  We  have  no  record  of  him  or  of  Betsy. 

In  Baptist  Hist.  Publications  in  Religious  Herald  is  the  account  of 
the  marriage  of  Harriett  Tanner  Ayres  and  Francis  L.  Johnson  by  Rev.  L. 

W.  Sealey,  Nov.  12,  I863.  Also  in  same  paper  is  the  account  of  the  mar¬ 
riage  of  Peter  Ayres  and  Frances  A.  Tanner,  by  Rev.  E.  P*  Smith,  Jan.  9^ 

1835. 


5.  Matthias  Ayres  (Matthias,  Matthias)  son  of  Matthias  and  Mary 
(Howell)  Ayres,  was  the  ancestor  of  the  Misses  Wise.  He  md  Elizabeth  Ann 
Wilkinson.  He  died  183I  and  she  in  1869.  She  was  the  dau.  of  Frank  and 
Elizabeth  Hoggett  (Thomas)  Wilkinson,  and  she  married  three  times.  First, 
to  John  Orblson,  second  to  Matthias  Ayres  and  third  to  James  Meador. 

Miss  Mary  Ayres  Wilkinson  sent  the  Bible  records  of  the  children  of 
Matthias  Ayres  III  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth  Ann  Wilkinson.  She  had  a  sis¬ 
ter,  Susan  Jane  Wilkinson,  who  md.  Col.  Robert  Baber.  The  records  in  the 
Wilkinson  and  Baber  Bibles  are  exactly  the  same.  This  Matthias  III  was 
named  Robert  Matthias.  In  the  Bible  of  Francis  Lee  Wilkinson,  great 
grandfather  of  Mary  i\yres  Wilkinson,  is  this  record:  Elizabeth  Ann  Wilkin 
son,  b  Nov.  19,  1802,  d  I869,  md  Robert  Matthias  Ayres.  He  died  I83I. 
Their  children  were:  1,  Frank  Stevenson  Ayres,  b  Oct.  30,  1825;  2.  Rob 

ert  Matthias  Ayres,  b  Feb.  27,  1827;  3*  Mary  Howell  Ayres,  b  Dec.  25, 

1829,  died  I9IO;  4.  Elizabeth  Sarah  Ayres,  b  Nov.  30,  I83O,  died  Dec,  2, 

1830.  Also  in  this  Wilkinson  record  is  this  entry:  John  W.  Orbison,  b 
Nov,  25,  1820.  These  Wilkinson  sisters,  who  married  Col.  Baber  and  Robert 
Matthias  Ayres,  had  a  brother,  Samuel  Coulter  Wilkinson,  who  was  the  grand 
father  of  Mary  Ayres  Wilkinson. 

1.  Frank  Stevenson  Ayres.  The  Misses  Wise  stated  that  he  went  to 
Echo,  Mason  Co.,  Tenn. 

2,  Robert  Matthias  Ayres.  The  Wise  sisters  said  that  he  married 
Mary  Callghan  and  lived  in  Staunton,  Va.,  and  died  1823.  That  they  had  a 
son,  Asher  Ayres,  who  lived  in  Washington,  D*  C.  But  Miss  Wilkinson  says 
that  Robert  Matthias  Ayres  (Matthias,  Matthias,  Matthias),  md  Elizabeth 
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Wilkinson,  sister  of  her  grandfather  and  that  his  children  “were:  Robert 
Matthias  Ayres,  Jr.,  lived  in  Baltimore,  Frank  Ayres,  moved  to  Tennessee 
and  Mary  Howell  Ayres  md  Dr.  Wise,  The  children  of  Elizabeth  Ann  (Wilkin¬ 
son)  Orbison  Ayres  and  James  Meador  were:  James  Lee  Meador,  killed  at 
Gettysburg;  Annie  Jane  Meador  md  R.  M.  Mumford;  Wyatt  Smith  Meador; 

Thomas  Benton  Meador. 

3.  Mary  Howell  Ayres,  dau.  of  Matthias  or  Robert  Matthias  Ayres 
and  Elizabeth  Ann  (Wilkinson)  Ayres  was  b  Dec.  25,  I829  and  d  I9IO. 

She  md  Dr.  James  Wise  on  June  12,  I856.  He  was  a  dentist,  a  cousin  to 
Henry  A.  Wise,  Governor  of  Virginia.  They  went  to  Catlettsburg,  Ky. 
to  live  and  Dr.  Wise  died  while  the  children  were  young,  and  the  family 
went  to  Washington,  Dv  C» 

There  were  at  least  three  children  of  James  and  Mary  Howell  (Ayres) 
Wise;  Helen  Durand  Wise;  Fannie  Ayres  Wise  and  another  sister  who  md 
Mr.  Gordon.  Her  son,  James  Howell  Gordon,  wrote  the  compiler  in  I926 
of  the  death  of  his  aunt.  Miss  Fanny  Ayres  Wise,  on  Jan.  25,  1926.  Miss 
Helen  Wise  died  previously.  Both  were  unmarried,  and  were  school  tea¬ 
chers. 

In  a  letter  dated  Feb.  7^  1842  from  Abram  Maxey,  of  Buckingham  Co. 

Va.  to  Edward  G.  Maxey,  Knoxville,  Tenn.,  reporting  the  death  of  Ed¬ 
ward's  brother,  John  Maxey  of  Buckingham  Co.  (Edward  and  John  being 
cousins  of  Abram  Maxey),  Abram  says:  "Cousin  John  was  also  the  admini¬ 
strator  of  the  estate  of  Matthias  Ayres  and  guardian  for  the  children, 
and  I  was  one  of  his  sureties.  The  estate  is  -unsettled.  The  children 
of  Ayres  have  chosen  other  guardians,  and  they  are  claiming  large  sums 
have  been  used  by  Cousin  John.  Standing  as  his  surety  to  the  Ayres 
children,  I  have  become  the  administrator  of  Cousin  John's  estate....! 
believe  if  Cousin  John  had  got  well,  he  intended  to  have  married  a  Mrs. 
Medder  of  Cumberland  Co.,  who  was  wealthy."  Perhaps  this  "Mrs.  Medder" 
that  Cousin  John  intended  to  marry  had  he  lived  was  the  already  much 
married  Elizabeth  Ann  (Wilkinson)  Orbison  Ayres  Meador,  mother  of  the 
Ayres  children  to  whom  John  Maxey  was  guardian  in  1842? 

Note  that  the  middle  name  of  "Howell"  occurring  twice  in  the  meager 
list  of  descendants  of  Matthias  Ayres  II  seems  to  substantiate  the  state¬ 
ment  that  his  wife  was  Mary  Howell.  And  that  the  name  Robert  occurring 
twice  mi^t  imply  that  the  father  of  Mary  Howell  was  Robert  Howell. 

A  Matthias  Ayres,  Jr.  is  reported  on  the  tax  list  of  I816,  one 
poll.  This  is  evidently  Matthias  (Matthias,  Matthias).  A  Matthias  S. 
Ayres  is  also  shown  on  property  tax  lists  of  1818.  No  Matthias  Ayres 
is  shown  on  land  tax  lists  or  in  18IO  census,  expect  the  Matthias  Ayres 
who  was  the  son  of  Nathan  and  the  great  grandfather  of  the  compiler. 

We  find  in  "Records  of  Officers  and  Men  in  Wars  1791-l8l5"  for  New  Jer¬ 
sey,  in  Sussex  Co.,  Matthias  Ayres,  Pvt.,  enrolled  Sept.  6,  l8l4,  and 
served  until  relieved.  Discharged  Dec.  5;  l8l4.  The  Ad j .  General's 
Office,  Washington,  D,  C»  gave  the  following  as  his  service,  in  a  letter 
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dated  Aug.  27;  1936:  "The  records  of  this  office  show  that  one  Matthias 
Ayres  (name  also  home  as  Matthias  Ayers)  served  in  the  War  of  l8l2  as  a 
Pvt.  in  Capt.  Van  Cleve  Moore's  Co.;  2nd  Reg.  ( Sewards)  J,  Milita. 

His  service  commenced  Sept.  6,  l8l4^  and  he  was  discharged  Oct.  7;  l8l6," 
Note  that  the  date  of  discharge  does  not  agree  with  above.  This  must  he 
the  Matthias  Ayres  of  whom  Mrs.  J*  A.  Hyde  wrote;  who  went  from  Bucking¬ 
ham  Co.  Va,  to  N.  Js.  and  served.  He  is  not  to  he  confused  with  the 
Matthias  AyreS;  great  grandfather  of  the  compiler;  who  also  served  in  the 
War  of  l8l2;  his  service  being  shown  under  his  own  name. 

6.  Patsy  Ayres  (Martha);  dau.  of  Matthias  and  Mary  (Howell)  AyreS; 
was  h  1785*  D*  Ayres  mentions  her  as  "the  dau^ter  of  the  second  Mat¬ 
thias";  and  said  she  left  no  descendants.  She  md  LaSueur  and  is  mentioned 
in  a  letter  of  1878  from  Dr.  Robert  Hales  AyreS;  of  Eldridge  MillS;  Va.  to 
his  brother;  Thomas  Burge  Ayres:  "called  last  week  upon  Patsy;  daughter  of 
Matthias,  who  was  a  brother  of  our  grandfather.  She  is  9I  years  old".  The 
father  of  these  two  brothers  was  Peter  Leake  Ayres ;  son  of  Nathan  and  Mary 
(Leake)  AyreS;  and  grandson  of  Matthias  Ayres  I.  Miss  A.  Mae  Ayres  had 
this  letter,  copy  of  which  was  transmitted  to  the  writer.  She  was  a  daugh¬ 
ter  of  Thomas  Burge  Ayres  (Peter  L.  Nathan,  Matthias.) 

7.  Stephen  Ayres  (Matthias,  Matthias),  is  shown  first  on  tax  lists  in 
1812,  one  poll,  and  was  at  least  21.  In  I816  Stephen  Ayres  returns  for 
taxation  10  slaves,  5  horses,  1  poll.  He  is  not  shown  on  land  tax  lists  or 
in  the  census  of  181O.  Nothing  is  known  of  his  descendants,  if  any.  He 
was  probably  living  at  home  with  his  mother  in  I8IO,  one  of  the  two  males 
in  Mary  Ayres'  household  between  I6  and  26.  His  name  is  on  both  W,  D* 

Ayres'  list  and  that  of  the  Misses  Wise,  naming  the  children  of  Matthias 
Ayres  II, 

8.  Edward  Ayres  (Matthias,  Matthias).  Nothing  is  known  of  him.  There 
is  no  Edward  or  Edmond  Ayres  shown  on  tax  lists  except  Edmond,  son  of  Mat¬ 
thias  I,  and  none  appears  in  I8IO  census.  In  1816  there  is  an  Edmund  Ayres 
shown  on  the  personal  property  tax  list. 

Since  some  of  the  descendants  of  Peter  Ayres  (William,  Matthias, 
Matthias),  and  Frances  (Tanner)  Ayres  are  said  to  have  gone  to  Humboldt, 
Kans,,  we  give  below  some  gravestone  inscriptions  from  cemetery  at  Paola, 
Kans.,  though  we  have  no  knowledge  of  any  connection.  They  were  sent  by 
Miss  Wilkinson,  who  states  that  the  large  stone,  "A  big  impressive  stone" 
carried  this:  "R*  S,  Ayres,  1844-1913*  Sarah,  his  wife,  1853-1915?  Cla¬ 
rence,  their  son,  l874-l894".  And  in  another  part  of  the  cemetery  were 
these  inscriptions:  W,  P*  Ayres,  Apr.  1833,  July  20,  I856.  Mildred 
Ayres,  Dec,  16,  i860.  One  small  stone,  R*  S,  Ayres,  l8o6-l877*  Eliza 
Ayres,  l8l4-l878.  The  two  latter  were  on  same  lot  with  large  stone. 

The  Howell's  and  Ayres'  seem  to  have  intermarried  extensively,  but 
we  do  not  have  the  background  of  these  various  Howell  wives  in  the  Ayres 
connection.  Mary  Howell,  wife  of  Col.  Jesse  Thomas;  Mary  Howell,  wife  of 
Matthias  Ayres  II,  Sallie  Howell,  who  md  Isham  Chastain,  1799,  Susan  Howell, 
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■who  md  1816  James  Holman,  and  Nancy  Gilliam  Hovell  ( 1797-1884)  "who  md 
Matthias  Ayres  (Nathan,  Matthias),  and  -was  the  great  grandmother  of  the 
compiler . 
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THE  LEAKE  FAMILY 


The  Leake  family^  according  to  a  piece  in  the  Richmond  Times -Dispatch 
of  Feh.  1904^  traces  its  lineage  in  an  -urihroken  line  from  the  House  of 
Scarsdale^  created  l64l^  and  later  as  the  House  of  Warwick^  England,  1759 • 

The  name  was  originally  Leche  or  Leke,  as  found  in  the  Writs  of  Parliament 
and  Hundred  Rolls  of  the  l4th  century.  Some  say  derived  from  their  occupa¬ 
tion  of  blood-letting,  which  was  then  universally  practiced  by  physicians. 

Nicholas  Leake,  son  of  Sir  Francis  Leake,  Earl  of  Scarsdale,  married 
Lady  Frances  Rich,  daughter  of  Sir  Edward  Rich,  thereby  transferring  to 
him  the  arms  of  the  House  of  Warwick  and  dropping  those  of  the  House  of 
Scarsdale, 

The  arms  for  the  House  of  Warwick  as  given  in  the  British  peerage  are: 

On  a  shield,  or  a  saltire  engraved,  sa,  nine  amulets,  or,  -  Crest:  Out  of 
a  ducal  crown,  riding  a  swan  with  wings  extended.  Mottos:  "Vix  sa  Nostra 
voco,  I  scarce  call  these  things  our  own,"  (Referring  to  the  honors  of 
ancestry. 

Sir  Francis  Leake  was  son,  or  grandson  or  Sir  John  Leake,  who  was  b 
1656,  d  1720,  son  of  Richard  Leake  of  the  Navy,  b  1629,  died  1686.  William 
Leake  the  emigrant  to  Virginia  from  Nottingham,  England  about  1685^  is  said 
to  have  been  a  first  cousin  of  Admiral  Sir  John  Leake.  He  md  Mary  Bostick 
and  settled  in  what  is  now  Goochland  Co.  Va.,  but  was  then  a  part  of  Henrico. 

Notes  on  the  Leake  Family  from  Kinfolks,  by  Wm.  C,  Harlee,  Vol,  I. 

"The  biographies  cited  herein  show  that  Richard  Leake  was  father  of  Admiral 
Sir  John  Leake.  Admr,  Sir  John  Leake  and  William  Leake,  the  emigrant  to 
Virginia,  were  first  cousins.  Their  fathers  were  accordingly  brothers. 
Therefore,  Walter  Leake  ( 1635 -1700),  a  father  of  William  Leake,  must  have 
been  a  brother  of  Richard  and  son  of  Richard, 

"The  Bible  brought  to  America  by  Mary  (Bostick)  Leake  when  she  migrat¬ 
ed  from  England  to  Virginia  has  been  passed  down  successively  throu^  the 
line  of  her  descendants  occupying  the  Rocky  Spring  home,  to  Miss  Susan 
Howard  Leake,  the  last  descendant  to  own  and  occupy  that  home,  by  whom  the 
Bible  was  given  in  1932  to  Dr,  Louis  Knight  Leake. ,, .Concerning  the  records 
in  Mary  (Bostick)  Leake's  Bible .This  Bible  once  had  records  of  the 
children  of  Mary  Bostick  and  William  Leake,  their  births,  marriages,  deaths, 
etc,,  but  about  75  years  ago  the  records  were  cut  out  by  a  distant  relative 
who  borrowed  the  books  to  'copy  the  records'.  Before  the  fly-leaf  became 
so  torn  and  had  to  be  patched,  the  following  sentence  could  be  read:  '’¥e 
have  been  in  Virginia  one  year  ago  today  -  May  25,  1686.  The  handwriting 
was  the  same  as  'Mary  Bostick,  her  book,  given  by  her  grandfather,'" 

An  old  English  custom  which  continued  in  this  country  until  recent 
years  when  the  family  Bible  has  ceased  to  be  an  almost  invariable  posses¬ 
sion  of  each  family,  was,  on  occasion  of  marriages,  to  present  the  bride 
with  a  family  Bible,  The  presentation  of  the  Bible  by  her  grandfather 
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indicates  that  she  was  married  in  England,  and  that  "We"  in  the  quota¬ 
tion  refers  to  her  hushand  and  such  families  they  had.  It  is  accord¬ 
ingly  assxmied  that  William  and  Mary  (Bostick)  Leake  were  married  in 
England,  and  before  I685,  They  finally  settled  at  their  home.  Rocky 
Spring,  about  h  miles  west  of  Goochland,  Va,  where  their  descendants 
continued  to  reside  until  recent  years.  Rocky  Spring  was  successively 
inherited  by  their  son  Walter,  his  son  Josiah,  his  son  Walter  Daniel, 
and  his  son,  Chas.  Lancelot,  whose  heirs  sold  it  in  I906,  reserving 
the  family  cemetery  where  William  and  Mary  (Bostick)  Leake  and  five 
successive  generations  of  their  descendants  are  buried. 

That  part  of  Goochland  was  until  1T2T  in  Henrico  Co.  It  is  prob¬ 
able  that  they  first  settled  in  Old  Rappahannock  Co.  and  purchased 
land  there  shortly  after  their  arrival  in  Virginia  and  in  I687  patent¬ 
ed  ll4  acres  adjacent  thereto,  and  that  "Mr.  William  Leake,  of  Rappa. 

Co."  who  on  21st  of  Oct.  168t  "was  granted  ll4  acres  "in  the  aforesaid 
Co,"  bounded  (in  part)  by  the  lines  of  said  William  Leake,  was  ovir 
William  Leake,  This  Old  Rappahannock  Co.  was  a  Tidewater  Co.  and  in  I692 
became  Essex.  No  will  of  William  or  Mary  (Bostick)  Leake  having  been 
found  in  the  records  of  Henrico  Co.,  which  until  1T2T  included  Goochland 
Co,,  nor  in  Goochland  Co.,  where  they  are  known  to  have  lived  and  were 
burled,  it  is  assumed  that  they  died  intestate.  Their  son,  Walter,  hav¬ 
ing  resided  at  their  home.  Rocky  Spring,  in  Goochland,  and  it  having 
passed  on  down  to  Walter's  descendants,  he  is  presumed  to  have  inherited 
it,  probably  under  the  line  of  primogeniture,  and  to  have  been  their  old¬ 
est  son. 

Walter,  presimied  to  have  been  the  oldest  son  of  William  and  Mary 
(Bostick)  Leake,  is  not  mentioned  in  the  St.  Peter's  Parish  Register. 

This  suggests  that  his  parents  at  the  time  of  his  birth  and  baptism 
lived  elsewhere  than  St.  Peter's  Parish,  It  suggests  also  that  William 
Leake,  who  in  1687  received  a  grant  of  ll4  acres  in  Old  Rappa.  Co.  herein¬ 
before  mentioned,  was  very  probably  our  William  Leake.  Old  Rappa.  Co. 
was  in  St.  John's  Parish.  Neither  the  vestry  book  nor  the  register  of 
this  St.  John's  Parish  have  been  found. 

Mrs.  C,  E*  Gudebrod,  Mt.  Jackson,  Va.,  stated  in  letter  to  this  com¬ 
piler,  that  many  years  ago  she  had  the  Old  Leake  Bible,  but  all  family 
records  which  were  kept  in  it  were  loaned  to  the  North  Carolina  Leake's 
(descendants  of  William  Leake,  son  of  Walter  and  Judith  (Mask)  Leake, 
and  when  the  Bible  was  returned  the  only  item  left  was  the  fly-leaf  with 
the  notation  before  mentioned.  Mrs.  Gudebrod  was  the  daughter  of  the 
last  owner  of  Rocky  Spring,  Charles  L.  Leake,  The  writer.  Miss  Ayres, 
has  a  photograph  of  the  Old  Leake  home.  Rocky  Spring. 

Miss  Ayres  is  a  descendant  of  Mary  Leake,  dau.  of  Walter  and  Judith 
(Mask)  Leake,  who  md  Nathan  Ayres.  In  Mr.  Harllee's  book  he  states  on 
p.  270 :  "Rev.  Samuel  Leake  md  Elizabeth  Morris.  Elizabeth  md  Andrew 
Hart,  marriage  bond  Dec.  1,  I786,  Albemarle  Co.  Sarah  md  Rev.  James 
Robinson,  marriage  bond  May  2,  1798.  Mary  married  Nathan  Ayres". 
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Paragraph  from  Rev.  Samuel  Leake's  will^  p  9^:  "My  three  dau^ters^ 

Ellzaheth  Leake,  Jr,,  Sarah  Leake  and  Mary  Leake. . .until  Mary  is  arrived  at 
the  age  of  l8  years."  Sept.  1TT6,  probated,  dated  Nov.  1775* 

Mary  Leake,  uho  uas  the  dau.  of  Rev.  Samuel  Leake,  who  was  the  son  of 
Walter  and  Judith  (Mask)  Leake,  could  not  have  been  the  wife  of  Nathan 
Ayres.  Reference  to  the  will  shows  that  she  was  under  l8  in  1775*  His 
daughters  were  all  apparently  yoimg,  and  all  named  Leake  in  1775 •  Our  Mary 
Leake,  wife  of  Nathan  Ayres,  had  four  children  in  1776.  Her  first  child, 
Judith  Ayres,  named  apparently  for  her  grandmother,  Judith  (Mask)  Leake, 
was  b  Oct.  1,  1768.  We  know  that  Nathan  Ayres,  husband  of  Mary  Leake,  was 
born  1752  and  at  that  time  was  but  16  or  I7.  Nathan  and  Mary  were  probably 
married  early  in  I768.  Mary  Leake,  Samuel's  dau.,  was  certainly  not  married 
in  1775  }  for  he  calls  her  Mary  Leake  and  says  she  was  under  18.  Mr.  Harllee 
got  his  information  from  some  of  the  Leake  descendants.  When  the  compiler, 
reading  in  Kinfolks  that  Mary  Leake,  dau.  of  Rev.  Samuel,  md  Nathan  Ayres, 
wrote  some  of  the  Leake  descendants,  many  of  whom  she  has  been  in  corres¬ 
pondence  with  throughout  the  years  and  called  attention  to  this  error,  they 
wrote  Mr.  Harllee  of  the  error,  and  when  Mr.  Harllee  replied  he  sent  the 
writer  a  copy  of  his  letter,  which  states  as  follows:  "I  wish  I  had  had 
Miss  Ayres'  letters  before  the  Leake  family  part  of  Kinfolks  was  finished 
and  printed.  I  think  Miss  Ayres  is  correct  in  her  surmise  that  her  ances¬ 
tress,  Mary  Leake,  who  md  Nathan  Ayres,  was  sister  of  Make  Leake  and  dau. 
of  Walter  and  Judith  (Mask)  Leake.  The  fist  names  used  in  her  family 
appear  to  confirm  that  surmise.  The  other  facts,  dates,  etc.,  she  states 
also  tend  to  confirm  it."  In  a  letter  of  Miss  Ayres  dated  Aug.  20,  193^^ 

Mr.  Harllee  says:  "I  think  there  is  no  doubt  about  Mary  Leake,  the  wife  of 
Nathan  Ayres,  having  been  the  dau^ter  of  Walter  and  Judith  (Mask)  Leake. 

The  first  names  in  your  Ayres'  family  support  that  opinion." 

Mary  (Leake)  Ayres  named  her  first  child  Judith,  and  a  son  was  named 
Walter  Leake  Ayres  and  others  of  her  children  bore  names  that  were  borne  by 
the  children  of  Walter  and  Judith  (Mask)  Leake.  The  names  have  been  carried 
down  through  successive  generations  in  the  Ayres  family,  as  may  be  seen  in 
this  genealogy. 

Moreover,  the  scratchings  on  the  Ayres'  Bible  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake) 
Ayres,,  on  the  fly-leaf  and  margins,  carry  out  this  belief.  The  name  Walter 
Leake  is  on  the  fly-leaf,  but  there  is  no  notation  saying  he  gave  the  Bible 
to  his  daughter.  Hie  Bible,  printed  in  England  in  1712,  contains  only  the 
names  and  births  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres'  children.  No  marriages 
or  deaths  are  recorded.  The  name  Walter  Leak  is  written  three  times  on  the 
front  leaves,  or  margins,  and  it  is  spelled  Leak.  The  name  Elisha  Leak 
appears  twice.  One  it  reads,  "Elisha  Leake  was  born  Feb,  l4,  1739"^ 
the  Leake  records  show  that  he  was  born  1739*  He  was  son  of  Walter  and  Ju¬ 
dith  (Mask)  Leake.  The  name  of  Nathan  Ayres  occurs  three  times,  and  once  is 
"Nathan  Ayres,  his  book,  I78I".  The  name  Samuel  Ayres  occurs  once  in  the 
margin,  and  we  know  that  Samuel,  who  was  the  son  of  Nathan  and  Mary,  was 

b  1774. 
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We  do  not  know  when  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres  died,  but  it  was  prior  to  179^ • 
The  birth  of  her  last  child  was  in  1793 ^  and  Col.  Nathan  Ayres  md  on  Sept. 
l8,  1794,  Mary  (Bondurant)  Maxey,  widow  of  Rev.  Edward  Maxey. 

As  to  the  difficulties  of  Mary  Leake's  having  been  the  dau^ter  of 
Walter  and  Judith  (Mask)  Leake,  they  can  only  be  admitted.  Walter  Leake, 
who  died  1758,  made  his  will  in  1757^  in  Goochland  Co.  He  mentions  one 
daughter,  Elizabeth  Coleman,  separately  from  his  other  three  daughters. 

She  was  married  to  James  Coleman  in  1751*  Walter  Leake's  will  says  this; 

I  bequeath  to  my  three  dau^ters,  Mary  Christian,  Christian  Johnson  and 
Judith  Leake,  20  lbs.  each  after  their  mother's  decease."  He  adds  in¬ 
structions  that  "all  my  children  who  are  not  married  be  helped  towards 
housekeeping  equal  to  what  others  have  been."  Christian,  or  Kitty,  and 
Elizabeth  were  the  only  two  daughters  already  married  in  1757.  The 
original  will  gives  the  names  of  three  of  his  dau^ters  just  as  listed 
above,  but  it  is  possible  that  Mary's  name  may  have  been  Mary  Christian 
Leake.  Her  grandmother,  mother  of  Judith  (Mask)  Leake,  was  Martha  Jane 
Christian,  who  married  John  Mask. 

We  do  not  know  the  date  of  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres'  birth.  Her  husband 
Nathan  Ayres,  was  b  1752.  We  do  not  know  the  date  of  their  marriage. 

Mary  was  presumably  about  the  same  age,  thou^  she  could  have  been  older . 
The  date  usually  given  for  Walter  Leake's  birth  is  170^.  His  wife, 

Judith  (Mask)  Leake,  was  b  1698,  and  may  have  been  several  years  older 
than  he.  The  records  of  St.  Peter's  Parish,  New  Kent  Co.  gives  the  date 
of  Judith  Mask's  birth  as  I698.  Then  in  1752  or  so  she  was  years  of 
age.  This  is  another  difficulty,  but  not  an  impossibility.  Mary  (Leake) 
Ayres  may  have  been  several  years  older  than  her  very  youthful  husband, 
Nathan.  The  whole  thing,  at  this  date,  is  conjectural,  but  there  can  be 
little  doubt,  as  Mr.  Harllee  thinks  and  this  writer  thinks,  that  Mary 
Leake,  wife  of  Nathan  Ayres,  was  the  daughter  of  Walter  and  Judith  (Mask) 
Leake . 


LEAKE  NOTES 

Copies  from  "Kinfolks"  by  William  Curry  Harllee. 

Page  227.  "The  biographies  herein  cited  show  that  Richard  Leake  was 
father  of  Admiral  Sir  John  Leake.  Admiral  Sir  John  Leake  and  William 
Leake,  the  immigrant  to  Virginia,  were  first  cousins.  Their  fathers  were 
accordingly  brothers.  Accordingly,  Walter  Leake,  father  of  William  Leake, 
must  have  been  a  brother  of  Richard 'and  son  of  Richard. .. .William  Leake, 
a  clergyman  of  the  English  church,  lived  about  1705  to  1775* 

Richard  Leake  lived  about  1^^0-l660 .  His  second  son,  Walter  Leake, 
lived  ab.  1635-I7OO.  He  had  sons  William  Leake,  ab.  1664-1725,  Goochland 
Co.  Va.,  and  Richard  Leake,  ab.  l675-1740,  who  had  a  son  Rev.  William 
Leake  lived  ab.  1705-1775,  "who  had  sons  Dr.  John  Leake  and  Dr.  William 
Leake . 
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Copied  from  a  piece  in  the  Richmond,  Va.  Times-Dispatch,  Feh. 

1904: 


LEAKE  FAMILY 

William  Leake,  the  emigrant  to  Virginia  from  Nottingham,  England, 
about  1685,  is  said  to  have  been  a  first  cousin  of  the  Admiral  Sir  John 
Leake.  He  md  Mary  Bostick  and  settled  in  what  is  now  Goochland  Co.,  but 
then  -was  part  of  Henrico.  They  had  issue,'  Walter  Leake  and  others. 

Walter  Leake  was  b  about  1T04;  he  married  Judith  Mask,  and  raised 
quite  a  large  family;  lived  ard  died  at  the  old  hcsmestead  in  Goochland;  he 
was  a  vestryman  in  King  William  Parish  and  highly  influential  in  the  County. 

RECORDS  COPIES  FROM  St.  Peter* s  Parish,  New  Kent  Co.  Virginia: 

Mary,  daughter  of  William  Lake  by  Mary,  baptised  Apr.  I6,  1699^ 

Peter,  son  of  ”  ”  ”  ”  ”  Sept.  I6,  l69Tj 

William,  son  of  "  "  "  ”  ”  July  15,  1694; 

Jane,  daughter  of  ”  "  bom  Jan.  liy  I7OO-I; 

Richard,  son  of  William  Leake  baptised  Dec. 


MASK  NOTES 

From  Paid-sh  Records,  New  Kent  Co.  Va.  (St.  Peter’s  Parish). 

Judith,  daughter  of  John  Mask  b  April  l4,  baptised  July  10,  I698; 

William,  son  of  John  Mask  bom  May  6,  I7OI 
Mary,  daughter  of  John  Mask  bom  March  31,  1700 
Timothy,  son  of  John  Mask  bom  June  20,  1702 

Mr.  George  Weatherall,  Windsor,  Mo.,  sent  the  compiler  the  following 
notes;  Thomas  Mask,  b  in  England,  lived  in  St.  Peter *s  Parish,  New  Kent 
Co.  Va«,  died  Feb.  15,  I687-8,  New  Kent  Co.  (See  Reg.  St.  Peter’s  Parish 
p  64.)  His  son,  John  Mask,  b  ca  167O,  St.  Peter’s  Parish,  New  Kent  Co. 
died  near  Manaklntown,  Hanover  Co.  Va.  (Hanover  formed  from  New  Kent 
1721).  He  md  Martha  Jane  Christian.  William,  Mask,  son  of  John  Mask  and 
Martha  Jane  Christian  was  b  Mar.  6,  I70I,  New  Kent  Co.  Va.  (p  26)  d  ca 
1740,  Halifax  Co.,  Antrim  Parish.  William’s  wife  was  Elizabeth  John 

Mask,  son  of  William  and  Elizabeth  was  b  ca  1735,  Goochland  Co.  Va.  Buck¬ 
ingham  Co.  Va.  md  Dmsilla  Redford,  dau.  of  James  and  DrusiLla  (Allen)  Red- 
ford.  Ihey  had  a  dau.  Martha  Jane  Mask  b  Dec.  27,  I678,  Albemarle  Co.  Va. 
(Albemarle  formed  from  Goochland  1744),  Martha  Jane  Mask  md  1785,  Bucking¬ 
ham  Co.  Va.,  Noah  Agee.  She  died  March  9,  1837,  in  Clark  Co.  Alabama. 
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TEE  DESCENDANTS  OF  NATHAN  AND  MANY  (EEAKE)  AYRES 

IV<  Nathan  Ayres,  son  of  Matthias  and  Elizaheth  (Hales)  Ayres  was 
bom  1752.  This  we  know  from  his  obituary,  which  appeared  in  The  Enq_uirer, 
of  Richmond,  Va.  on  Jan.  26,  l822,  which  we  quote: 

COMMUNICATED 

"Departed  this  life  at  his  residence  in  Buckin^am  Co.,  the  l6th  day 
of  January,  l822,  Mr.  Nathan  Ayres,  in  the  JOth  year  of  his  age.  To  eulo¬ 
gize  the  character  of  deceased  persons  is  a  very  common  thingj  but  when  a 
man  of  so  much  worth  and  merit  as  the  deceased  was  leaves  this  world,  I 
think  it  is  a  tribute  of  respect  due  to  his  memory,  in  saying,  that  the  annals 
of  mankind  never  presented  a  purer  or  more  perfect  model  of  virtues;  for 
his  character  may  in  truth  serve  as  a  pattern  for  imitation". 

Nathan  Ayres  (Matthias),  was  married  first  about  1768  to  Mary 
Leake,  daughter  of  Walter  and  Judith  (Mask)  Leake.  In  I782  he  is  shown  on 
land  tax  lists  of  Buckingham  Co.  with  200  acres  of  land.  In  1791  Ihe  acre¬ 
age  is  increased  to  350  and  remains  at  350  until  l8l4,  when  he  reports  56O 
acres,  and  finally,  in  I816,  603y  acres;  in  l8l4  the  notation  is  made  on 
the  tax  lists  "two  miles  N*E»  of  Buckingham  C.H*"  Another  notation  on  tax 
lists  after  his  name  is  "land  on  Hatcher's  Creek  and  Turpin  Creek".  On 
list  of  tithables  by  Chas.  Maryefor  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.  1773:  "Agreeable 
to  order  of  Buckin^am  Court,  Nathan  Ayres,  January,  Hannah  and  Barouk", 

The  personal  property  tax  lists  of  I782  show  Nathan  with  seven  slaves, 
"James,  Barrack,  Hannah,  Ned,  Will,  Jean,  Chloe".  Also,  on  April  10,  1782, 
he  is  shown  as  having  five  tithables,  one  male  above  21  years,  3  horses,  21 
cattle.  For  many  years  taxes  were  levied  only  on  persons  and  not  on  pro¬ 
perty,  ana  a  tithable,  generally  speaking,  was  such  a  person  as  was  subject 
to  taxation,  usually  all  male  persons  16  years  of  age  and  servants  of  that 
age,  of  both  sexes  (Va.  Mag).  Nathan's  oldest  son  was  but  10  years  old  in 
1782,  and  the  one  male  above  21  was  himself.  On  Tax  list  of  June  10,  1797^ 
he  is  called  "Capt.  Nathan  Ayres".  In  I816  he  reports  l4  slaves  and  nine 
horses . 

In  1794,  in  marriage  records  of  Powhatan  Co.  Va.  he  is  called  Col. 

Nathan  Ayres.  In  State  Archives  of  Virginia  (Va,  State  Library)  for  Buck¬ 
ingham  Co.  we  find  this  item:  "At  a  Court  held  for  Buckin^am  Co,  Va., 

9th  day  of  January  1787^  Nathan  Ayres  was  recommended  as  Captain  in  company 
formerly  commanded  by  Capt.  Peter  May,  who  has  removed  out  of  the  County, 
as  a  proper  person  for  military  officer". 

The  census  of  I810  shows  that  Nathan  Ayres  had  1  male  16  to  26;  1  male 
26  to  45;  1  male  45  and  up;  and  I9  slaves;  1  female  26  to  45;  4  females  45 
and  up.  This  Nathan  Ayres,  son  of  Matthias  1st,  lived  and  died  in  Bucking¬ 
ham  Co.  He  was  overseer  of  the  poor  in  the  county  certainly  in  I806,  in 
1815  and  1820  and  probably  through  the  intervening  years,  as  see  these  items; 
Orders  that  Nathan  Ayres  be  paid  for  moving  Samuel  A.  Childs  and  family  to 
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the  poorhouse,  $6.00;  J\me  5;  l8l5;  Nathan  Ayres  is  listed  as  one  of  the 
overseers  of  the  poor  at  Buckingham  C,H.:  Orders  that  Nathan  Ayres  he 
paid  for  the  poor  in  his  district;  Orders  that  Nathan  Ayres  he  paid  for 
two  days'  attendance,  $2.00;  to  Rachel  Chenaught  for  the  ensuing  year  to 
he  paid  to  Nathan  Ayres,  $80.00.  Sept.  15,  l820,  received  of  Mr.  M.  B., 
$6.00  in  payment  of  my  claim  for  moving  S.  A.  Childs  and  family  to  Poor- 
house.  /s/  Nathan  Ayres. 

This  history  of  Woodford  Co.,  Kentucky,  printed  in  Vol.  l8,  hy  Railey, 
says  on  p.  55  that  Nathan  Ayres  served  in  the  Revolution.  This  is  in  a 
record  of  Walter  Ayres,  his  son,  of  Woodford.  We  have  not,  owing  to  the 
absence  of  records,  so  far  proved  any  military  service,  though  it  is  a 
firmly  rooted  tradition  in  the  family.  Mr.  M,  A.  Bates  of  Parma,  Idaho, 
says  in  letter  to  the  compiler  dated  Oct.  20,  1924,  "There  is  no  question 
hut  what  our  great,  great,  grandfather  was  in  the  Revolution  and  grand¬ 
father  could  have  supplied  the  necessary  proof,  as  I  have  heard  him  speak 
of  the  matter  many  times".  Mrs.  J.  A.  Hyde,  of  Dallas,  Texas,  another 
descendant,  says  there  is  a  tradition  among  her  branch  of  the  descendants 
that  Nathan  Ayres  lost  an  eye  while  acting  as  Courier  for  Washington. 

Mrs.  Broderson,  another  descendant,  states  there  is  such  a  record  in  the 
Mormon  Library  at  Salt  Lake  City,  and  that  he  served  in  the  13th  Va.  Regi¬ 
ment.  There  is  a  new  set  of  hooks,  purporting  to  publish  every  paper 
written  hy  George  Washington,  and  the  writer  was  told  that  there  is  a 
letter  to  Nathan  Ayres,  thanking  him  for  services  rendered.  This  compiler 
has  seen  neither  of  these  records. 

This  writer.  Miss  Ayres,  belongs  to  the  Dau^ters  of  the  American 
Revolution  on  several  lines,  one  of  whom  is  Nathan  Ayres,  hut  on  his  ser¬ 
vice  as  a  patriot,  and  not  on  military  service.  He  furnished  supplies 
for  the  use  of  the  army  during  the  Revolution  on  their  march  southward 
through  Buckingham  Co.  Possibly  the  letter  in  question  is  thanks  for 
that  service. 

The  voluminous,  hut  incomplete  record  of  Nathan  Ayres'  descendants 
which  follows  is  assembled  from  various  sources.  A  Bible  which  belonged 
to  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres  is  in  possession  of  Rev.  W.  P.  Hooper, 
minister  of  Highlawn  Presbyterian  Church,  Huntington,  West  Va.  The  re¬ 
cords  in  this  Bible,  copies  of  which  may  be  found  among  Bible  records 
previously  given,  are  evidently  copied  from  another  Bible,  and  the  re¬ 
cords  are  incomplete,  there  being  no  record  of  marriages  or  deaths,  but 
two  pages  of  births,  alike. 

The  names  of  the  children  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres,  as  given 
in  the  above  mentioned  Bible,  photostat  copies  of  which  are  in  possesssion 
of  the  writer,  are  as  follows: 


1. 

Judith  Ayres 

T. 

Betsy  Ayres 

2. 

John  Ayres 

8. 

Mary  Ayres 

3. 

Samuel  Ayres 

9. 

Peter  Ayres 

4. 

Nathan  Ayres 

10. 

Jean  or  Jane  Ayres 
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5.  Walter  Ayres  11.  Martha  Ayres 

6.  Matthias  Ayres 

After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres,  in  1793^  Nathan 
Ayres  (Matthias),  married  again,  a  widow,  Mary  (Bondurant)  Maxey,  who  was 
the  dau.  of  the  French  Huguenot,  Dr.  Jos.  Bondurant  and  his  wife,  Agnes  Rad¬ 
ford.  Jos.  Bondurant  was  the  son  of  Jean  Pierre  Bondurant,  whose  wife  was 
said  to  be  Ann  Tanner.  Jos.  Bondurant 's  dau.  Ann  md  Charles  Maxey. 

In  genealogical  records  of  Tennessee  Branch  of  Huguenot  Soc.  V*  I,  p 
70,  is  the  abstract  of  the  will  of  Jos.  Bondurant,  dated  Nov.  26,  I803. 

"I  give  to  my  dau.,  Mary  Ayres,  one  negro  girl  named  Winny.  Execs.  Chas. 
Maxey,  Nathan  Ayres,  Boaz  Ford,  James  Wilson.  Wits.  Robert  Moseley,  Daniel 
Moseley,  Thos.  Austin.  Proved  by  Nathan  Ayres  and  Chas.  Maxey. 

The  record  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Bondurant)  Maxey 's  marriage  is  found  in 
marriage  records  of  Powhatan  Co.  Ya.,  "Sept.  I8,  179^^  Col.  Nathan  Ayres  and 
Mary  Bondurant  Maxey,  widow  of  Rev.  Edward  Maxey.  Surety  and  witness,  George 
Radford.  Mary  Bondurant  Ayres  is  said  to  have  died  at  the  home  of  her  son, 
Ephraim  Maxey,  in  Kentucky  and  that  she  is  buried  in  apple  orchard  on  his 
farm  in  Bath  Co. 

Rev.  Edward  Maxey,  first  husband  of  Mary  (Bondurant)  Ayres,  was  a  Bap¬ 
tist  minister.  He  was  b  17^9  and  d  I782.  He  was  the  son  of  Sylvanus  Maxey 
and  his  wife,  Mary  Esther  Worley.  Sylvanus  Maxey  was  the  son  of  Edward  Maxey, 
Jr.,  who  was  the  son  of  Edward  Maxey,  Sr.,  the  immigrant,  who  had  two  sons, 
Edward  Maxey  and  Radford  Maxey.  (See  Maxey  notes).  William  Maxey,  the  son 
of  Edward  Maxey,  Jr.  and  his  wife,  Susannah,  died  in  Cumberland  Co.  Va.  I768. 
In  his  will  he  left  5  pounds  toward  the  education  of  Edward  Maxey,  son  of 
his  brother,  Sylvanus  Maxey,  as  needed.  Edward  Maxey  was  the  youngest  child 
of  Sylvanus  and  Esther  (Worley)  Maxey,  who  was  the  dau.  of  John  Worley  of 
Powhatan . 

Edward  and  Mary  (Bondurant)  Maxey  had  six  children,  according  to  Mr. 

M*  W^  Robinson,  descendant  of  Walter  and  Agnes  (Maxey)  Ayres.  The  names 
he  gave  are  as  follows: 

Ephraim  Maxey  Elizabeth  Maxey 

Phillip  Maxey  Agnes  Maxey 

Annie  Maxey  Nathaniel  Maxey 

We  do  not  have  the  dates  of  the  birth  of  the  Maxey  children,  except 
Agnes.  All  of  them  married  and  settled  in  Kentucky.  Two  of  the  children 
of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres  married  two  of  the  children  of  Edward  and 
Mary  (Bondurant)  Maxey,  Nathan  and  Mary  (Bondurant)  Ayres  had  no  children. 

1.  Ephraim  Maxey,  son  of  Rev.  Edward  and  Mary  (Bondurant)  Maxey,  md 
Dec.  3^  1796,  Nancy  Woodfin,  dau.  of  Rev.  Samuel  Woodfin.  They  lived  in 
Bath  Co.  Ky.,  and  some  of  his  descendants  went  to  Knox  Co.  Ills.  Some  of 
them  are  said  to  be  buried  in  the  churchyard  of  Maxey  Chapel  (Baptist)  Knox 
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Co.  Ills.  Ephraim  Maxey's  will  was  proved  in  Bath  Co.  Ky.,  dated  I823. 

2.  Phillip  Maxey,  son  of  Rev.  Edward  and  Mary  (Bondurant)  Maxey, 
married  his  step-sister,  Elizabeth  Ayres,  dau.  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake) 
Ayres.  They  went  to  Kentucky  and  then  to  Illinois,  where  they  died. 

3.  Annie  Maxey,  dau.  of  Rev.  Edward  and  Mary  (Bondurant)  Maxey  was 
h  1771*  She  was  married  in  Powhatan  Co.  Va.,  Nov.  11,  179^  to  Judge 
Richard  LaFou.  Mary  Ayres  and  brother,  Ephraim  Maxey,  Sec. 

4.  Elizabeth  Maxey,  dau.  of  Rev.  Edward  and  Mary  (Bondurant)  Maxey, 
was  md  on  Sept,  17^  1791^  Powhatan  Co.  Va.,  Sec.  Mary  Maxey,  Bro.  Ephraim 
Maxey,  to  John  James  Trabue  Moseley,  who  was  b  Jan.  7^  1766,  Somerville, 
Chester  Co.  Va.  He  d  Jan.  1847,  Fairview,  Jessamine  Co.  Ky.  He  was 

a  Colonel  in  War  of  l8l2.  Was  the  541-  child  of  Robert  Moseley,  md  1756, 
to  Magdalen  Guerrant,  b  Aug.  21,  l840.  Her  mother  was  Magdalen  Trabue, 
b  1715  in  Va.,  md  Peter  Guerrant,  d  1758^  Chesterfield  Co.  Va,  Elizabeth 
(Maxey)  Moseley  was  b  Apr.  I3,  I776,  d  I816,  Fairview,  Ky.  She  was  the 
oldest  child  of  her  parents.  She  had  nine  children  according  to  her 
descendants,  seven  of  them  born  near  Buckingham  C.  H*,  and  two  at  Fairview, 
Ky.  Col.  John  Moseley  md  second,  as  stated  in  Moseley  genealogy,  Frances 
Smith  and  he  had  21  children. 

5.  Agnes  Maxey,  dau.  of  Rev.  Edward  and  Mary  (Bondurant)  Maxey,  md 
her  step-brother,  Walter  Ayres,  son  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres. 

They  lived  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.  and  later  in  this  record  may  be  found  a 
voluminous  account  of  their  descendants. 

6.  Nathaniel  Maxey,  son  of  Rev.  Edward  and  Mary  (Bondurant)  Maxey, 
was  b  I78O-I,  md  Elizabeth  Baber,  dau.  of  George  and  Mary  Baber,  of 
Buckingham  Co.  Va.  They  both  died  in  Hancock  Co.  Ky.,  she  on  Aug.  21, 
l844,  and  he  in  I838. 

In  Order  Book  No.  1,  p  11  and  l4  of  the  Record  of  the  Court  of  Pow¬ 
hatan  Co.  Va.  for  Oct.  term  year  1777  'we  find:  "At  a  Court  held  for  Pow¬ 
hatan  Co.  at  the  home  of  Littlebury  Mosby,  Gent.,  on  Thurs.,  Oct.  I6,  A. 

1777* •• ‘Edward  Maxey  and  Jeremiah  Hatcher,  both  Baptist  preachers,  took 
oath  of  fidelity  to  the  State  and  agreeable  to  an  act  of  Assembly  in  that 
case  made  and  provided,  are  exempted  from  military  duty".  This  oath  of 
allegiance  entitles  descendants  to  membership  in  D.A.R, 

As  stated  in  previous  pages  (See  Leake  notes),  we  do  not  know  when 
Mary  Leake  Ayres,  wife  of  Nathan  Ayres  was  born  or  died,  but  presume  she 
was  b  ca  1752  and  died  in  1793*  The  first  child  of  Nathan  and  Mary  was 
b  Oct.  1,  1768  and  the  last  child  b  Aug.  2,  1793*  Nathan,  at  the  time 
of  birth  of  his  first  child  was  probably  I8  years  old  and  presumably 
Mary  was  around  that  age.  The  Bible  of  Mary  (Ayres)  Fuqua,  their  daughter, 
states,  "Father,  Nathan  Ayres,  died  Jan.  I6,  l822." 


The  compiler  has  much  Leake  data  and  a  small  photograph  of  "Rocky 
Spring",  Goochland  Co.  Va.,  the  old  Leake  homestead. 

The  copies  of  letters  ¥hich  follow  are  from  descendants  of  Judith 
(Ayres)  Spencer,  dau^ter  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres.  They  were 
sent  to  the  writer  hy  Mr.  Mahen  Jones,  Columhia,  S.C. 
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New  Store,  Virginia 
l4  July  1816. 


Friend  Elizabeth: 

A  favorable  opportunity  now  offers  to  convey  you  a  letter  which  I 
can't  think  of  neglecting  though  I  cannot  write  with  the  freedom  which  I 
should  if  I  was  not  sensible  that  it  ever  has  been  a  subject  of  criticism 
for  young  persons  of  opposite  sex  to  correspond  with  each  other,  except 
relations,  the  illlberable  and  sencorlous  are  so  ready  to  construe  our 
innocent  motives  into  errors  that  I  almost  fear  it  will  not  meet  your  appro¬ 
bation,  but  let  anyone  consider  that  we  have  been  raised  as  brother  and 
sister  and  they  will  not  wonder  that  I  should  remember  you  when  deprived 
of  your  company.  I  was  last  Sunday  at  Greens.  I  heard  the  old  parson, 

J»  T*  and  saw  your  father  and  mother.  Barksdale  also.  The  family  are 
generally  well.  Your  brother  James  was  complaining  and  sister  Spencer 
thought  they  were  about  taking  the  measles.  Sister  Branch's  family  had 
it.  Father's  family  are  much  troubled  with  it  and  I  should  not  be  sur¬ 
prised  to  hear  that  you  had  it  now,  but  I  hope  for  the  better. 

0,  Eliza,  if  you  could  only  be  at  Bethel  next  Saturday  and  Sunday,  at 
which  time  the  quarterly  meeting  is.  I  think  you  would  see  fine  times 
though  I  hope  you  will  enjoy  your  religion  very  well  where  you  are,  as  you 
have  a  fine  religious  Mistress  who  no  doubt  will  take  you  to  preaching  every 
opportunity  and  while  you  are  feasting,  remember  poor  unworthy  me  at  a 
throne  of  grace  that  I  may  not  grow  faint  and  weary  as  many  a  one  has  done 
but  that  I  may  overcome  all  my  spiritual  enemies,  enjoy  the  life  and  power 
of  religion,  die  happy  and  be  conveyed  to  a  world  where  I  shall  no  more  be 
troubled  with  the  things  of  time  and  sense,  but  join  with  the  bloodwashed 
millions  to  praise  my  Deliverer.  Many  are  my  midnight  hours,  but  as  says 
the  poet  when  a  heavenly  breeze  springs  up  and  I  can  feel  my  acceptance 

with  God  feign  would  I  leave  this  world  and  be  at  rest,  but  I  desire  to  be 

free  from  murmuring  let  my  situation  be  what  it  may  since  all  that  I 
suffer  is  nothing  when  compared  to  what  my  Saviour  underwent  to  procure  a 
pardon  for  me. 

I  almost  forgot  to  inform  you  that  Miss  Betsy  Wooldridge  has  imbraced 
religion,  which  I  suppose  you  had  not  heard  of.  Your  old  uncle  has  so 
mended  that  he  can  walk  into  his  field. 

I  have  nothing  to  write  at  present  that  will  entertain  or  amuse  you, 
but  can  inform  you  that  which  your  brother  and  myself  was  to  send  inclosed 

in  a  letter  to  you  need  not  be  expected  for  it  is  put  out  of  dispute  or 

question.  I  should  be  much  pleased  to  receive  a  line  from  you  by  Dr.  Allen 
if  you  think  it  prudent  to  write  and  think  there  could  be  no  impropriety  in 
so  doing.  I  will  communicate  anything  to  your  father's  family  that  you  may 
request,  I  will  close  this  laconic  epistel  by  informing  you  I  enjoy  a 
reasonable  portion  of  health  and  hope  these  ill-written  lines  may  find  you 
enjoying  peace  and  tranquility  of  mind  with  every  other  attendant  blessing. 
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Your  friend  and  brother  in  the  Lord^  (signed)  C.  L.  Jones.  Excuse  this 
scrall  as  it  is  written  in  the  night  by  a  gliinmering  candle. 


Buckingham  Co.,  Virginia 
July  l6,  1819 . 


Dear  Children; 

I  take  up  my  pen  to  drop  you  a  few  lines  to  inform  you  that  your 
father  and  myself  and  family  are  well  as  we  were  when  you  left  us.  The 
rest  of  your  relations  are  well,  except  your  uncle,  William  Spencer.  He 
is  very  ill  and  can't  expect  to  live  long.  The  little  girls  are  going 
to  school  and  are  learning  very  fast.  I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  you  are 
going  to  move  but  I  hope  to  come  out  to  see  you  in  two  or  three  years 
if  my  health  will  admit  of  it.  I  have  not  received  a  line  from  Elizabeth 
since  you  left  me.  You  must  write  to  me  by  every  chance  you  have  with 
word  how  the  negroes  are.  Margaret  and  Martha  and  Judith  join  me  in 
love  to  you  and  family.  Judith  says  keep  Malvina  for  her.  I  send  you 
six  dollars  by  Mrs.  W.,  five  for  Eliziabeth  and  one  for  Malvina. 

And  if  we  never  meet  below  let  us  our  lives  prepare 

To  meet  where  the  last  trumpet  shall  sound  and  in  His 
glory  share. 

Oh,  Elizabeth,  be  faithful  and  true  and - faith  to  the  end  a 

crown  of  life  you  will  gain. 

Charles  Jones  E.  L,  Jones 


Judith  Spencer 


Phillis  says  howdy  to  Hannah  and  all  of  you - 

Copy  of  letter  from  Judith  (Ayres)  Spencer  to  her  daughter  and 
son-in-law,  Elizabeth  Leek  Spencer  and  Charles  Lee  Jones. 

The  original  of  this  letter  is  in  the  possession  of  Mrs.  Essie 
Lee  Jones,  daughter  of  Dr.  Moses  Spencer  Jones,  and  grand- daughter  of 
Chas.  Lee  Jones. 
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New  Store ^  ITth  August  l8l6. 


Dear  Elizabeth: 

Notwithstanding  the  long  existent  friendship  between  you  and  myself  I 
cannot  write  you  with  that  freedom  which  I  could  if  you  could  feel  yourself 
at  liberty  to  communicate  anything  to  me  by. letter.  But  I  consider  you 
entirely  excusable  for  remaining  silent  when  our  conduct  is  constantly  ex¬ 
posed  to  the  view  of  a  parcel  of  rigid  critticks,  though  I  could  devise  a 
plan  that  you  ml^t  write  at  any  time  without  its  being  known  to  any  person, 
that  is,  by  directing  it  to  Sister  Margarett  as  I  will  show  you  at  the  close 
of  this  epistle .  I  can  inform  you  that  throu^  mercy  I  am  yet  spared  and 
enjoy  tolerable  health,  but  I  am  so  often  in  the  doubting  castle  that  I 
cannot  long  at  a  time  feel  comfortable  but  I  thank  my  God  that  I  have  not 
grown  weary  of  serving  Him  and  I  hope  I  never  shall.  Next  Friday  a  Camp 
Meeting  commences  at  Read  Oak  and  I  want  to  get  there  if  possible,  but  I 
am  so  closely  engaged  that  it  is  hard  for  me  to  get  ten  miles  from  home, 
for  my  Uncle  Dlbrell's  funeral  was  today  and  I  could  not  spare  time  to  attend 
but  I  hope  I  shall  not  always  be  so  closely  engaged,  for  I  have  some  thou^t 
of  going  to  Kentucky  this  fall  and  if  I  do  I  will  try  to  get  some  employ¬ 
ment  that  will  not  confine  me  so,  but  in  this  world  we  must  expect  to  meet 
with  many  crosses,  losses  and  difficulties  of  many  kinds,  and  we  ought  to 
be  clothed  with  the  whole  gospel  amor  that  we  may  not  be  dismayed,  but 
stand  with  boldness  fighting  not  in  our  own  strength  but  in  the  strength  of 
the  Great  lAM,  that  we  may  repel  our  enemies  and  at  least  come  off  more  than 
conqueror,  0,  my  sister,  what  a  vain  mortal  I  am.  I  was  just  about  to  en¬ 
courage  you  to  press  forward  in  the  way  of  holiness  &c  but  when  I  turn  my 
eyes  within  and  see  how  cold  and  lifeless,  how  vain  and  unprofitable  I  am, 
and  on  the  other  hand  to  consider  what  a  faithful  disciple  you  are,  and 
what  a  portion  of  religion  you  enjoy,  I  almost  blush  and  now  beseech  you  to 
pray  for  poor  unworthy  me  that  I  may  not  grow  faint  and  weary  but  that  I 
may  love  my  Jesus  more  and  serve  him  better.  I  could  write  all  night  but 
I  am  not  disposed  to  weary  your  patience.  I  should  be  glad  to  get  a  letter 
from  you  and  shall  expect  it.  If  you  write  me  direct  it  in  the  following 
manner: 


Miss  Margarett  D.  Jones 
Buckingham 

In  the  care  of  C»  L,  Jones. 

If  you  write  to  sister,  fold  it  in  mine  and  I  will  convey  it.  I  have 
not  much  peace  of  mind  for  I  am  almost  constant  studying  about  going  to  the 
west  and  wondering  who  I  can  get  to  go,  or  who  could  have  such  regard  for 
me  to  leave  friends  and  relations  to  spend  the  remnant  of  their  days  with 
so  unworthy  a  being,  but  I  fear  that  no  one  will  since  such  a  notion  has 
been  rejected  long  since  and  by  that  one  I  like  as  well  as  any  of  my  ac¬ 
quaintance  . 

It  is  late  in  the  night  and  I  must  conclude.  I  hope  you  may  be  enjoy- 
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ing  all  the  blessing  that  you  may  need.  I  hope  your  tooth  is  -well.  I 
have  been  making  enquiries  --  your  father's  family  are  all  well.  I  have 
to  get  you  again  to  pray  for  imworthy  me. 

I  am  your  friend  and  brother  in  the  Lord, 

Charles 


Miss  Elizabeth  Spencer, 

Prince  Edward  Court  House, 

(Letter  by  Charles  Lee  Jones) 


New  Store,  Virginia, 
November  l8,  l821 


Dear  Brother  and  Sister: 

I  have  seated  myself  once  more  in  order  to  write  you  a  few  lines 
but  I  do  not  know  what  to  say  to  begin.  Writing  the  same  thing  would 
be  irksome  to  both  if  you  have  received  our  letters  and  I  know  not  that 
you  have  or  not  for  not  one  line  have  any  of  us  received  for  many  a 
month.  We  were  s\ire  by  your  silence  that  you  intended  surprising  us  by 
a  visit.  Oft  would  my  dear  mother  say  who  knows  but  that  some  of  our 
dear  children  will  be  here  today  or  tonight.  I  think  they  will  certain¬ 
ly  come,  I  suppose  all  who  have  families  have  their  minds  engaged  chief¬ 
ly  on  their  welfare  and  no  time  for  visiting  but  I  thought  as  you  were 
in  need  of  some  help  and  Bro,  M.  Intended  doing  so  that  would  bring  you, 
and  intends  it  now  if  you  come  or  send  but  we  had  rather  you'd  come. 

I  suppose  its  bad  traveling  in  winter  but  we  want  to  see  you  so  bad  we 
would  not  think  of  the  difficulty  attending  the  trip.  Martha  began  a 
letter  to  brother  Anthony  but  went  from  home  and  left  it  unfinished  or 
we  would  send  it  on  now.  We  never  hear  of  private  opport\mities  now. 

Bro.  Michael  very  seldom  leaves  home  and  in  fact  not  one  of  us  goes  often 
except  when  our  friends  send  for  us  which  they  do  sometimes.  We  have 
only  three  old  nags  now.  Hector,  the  big  sorrel,  died  of  the  cholic  a 
few  weeks  ago,  but  death  even  among  the  human  species  is  no  uncommon 
thing  with  us.  Samuel  Scott  lost  his  wife  the  other  day.  Although  the 
people  die  so  fast,  they  are  marrying  and  giving  in  marriage  every  day 
almost.  Betsy  Lee  Lewis  married  a  nephew  of  P.  Patteson,  a  Mr.  Thomas 
(?)  lately  and  I  know  not  how  many  of  our  old  acquaintances,  and  I  could 
have  made  a  bargain  of  the  kind,  but  the  poor  soul  loves  to  stimulate  too 
well.  He  has  lost  his  second  companion  but  a  few  months  and  says  he  must 
have  another.  He  is  a  very  near  neighbor  to  some  of  your  connections. 
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■who  tell  me  very  had  tales  on  him.  Poor  old  father  Edge  came  do'wn  last  'win¬ 
ter  on  the  same  business  and  kept  me  running  at  times  for  three  days,  but 
he  had  to  take  himself  off  not  as  well  satisfied  as  he  came.  I  suppose  some 
may  think  as  we  have  no  assurance  of  a  house  and  home  for  life,  we  would  do 
anything  for  some  sort  of  a  home,  however  I  wish  to  be  thankful  for  every 
favor  I  am  blessed  with  in  life.  Our  old  Patteson  is  very  attentive  to  us 
indeed,  more  so  than  anyone  else. 

¥e  have  a  tolerable  crop  of  corn  but  a  sorry  one  of  what  and  very 
trifling  one  of  tobacco.  Bro.  M.  works  hard  but  the  rest  do  nearly  as 
they  please.  Mother  wished  to  write  you  all  but  is  unable  to  use  her  hands. 
There  are  some  little  things  that  were  poor  dear  Father’s  she  wishes  you 
both  to  have  when  you  come.  Do  tell  me  if  Bro.  Anthony  has  promised  never 
to  write  again  and  why  he  don't  try  and  come  in.  Martha  has  been  teaching 
school  this  sijmmer,  or  at  least  a  part  thereof.  She  has  had  a  smart  school 
the  last  session  which  is  for  three  months  only.  She  will  be  free  the  sec¬ 
ond  week  in  December.  Sister  Betsy,  do  tell  me  how  you  do,  and  all  about 
your  little  babes.  I  do  want  to  see  you  so  bad  no  one  can  tell.  Mother 
stayed  all  nl^t  at  your  father's  about  two  weeks  ago  and  has  promised  to 
go  and  stay  three  or  four  days  soon,  I  never  saw  religion  at  a  lower  ebb 
than  it  is  with  us  now,  at  least  with  me.  Do  write  me  soon.  I  would  write 
oftener,  but  never  hear  of  anyone  going  out. 

Yours  forever, 

(Signed)  Elizabeth  Lee  Jones. 


Charles  L.  Jones, 

Clarksville,  Montgomery  Co,  Term. 


Oct.  i6,  1822. 


Mr.  Charles  L.  Jones,  ) 

Christian  County,  )  On  outside  of  folded  sheet. 

In  care  of  Mr,  Anderson  ) 

Dear  Sister; 

'  My  grateful  acknowledgement  for  all  your  favors  confer 'd  on  me  but 
more  particularly  for  the  invaluable  opportimity  you  have  offered  me  for 
improving  my  mind  which  I  hope  to  make  the  best  use  of  believing  as  I  do 
that  it  will  not  only  contribute  to  my  own  happiness  but  to  my  friends 
who  are  anxiously  desiring  my  improvement  and  will  be  the  best  return  I 
can  make  my  Dear  Sister  for  all  her  expressions  of  kindness  to  me. 
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Papa  and  mama  would  have  written  to  you  and  Bro.  Charles,  hut  they 
did  not  know  when  Mr.  Anderson  came  by  there.  I  have  begun  my  sampler 
and  most  done  it.  I  began  Papa's  and  Mama's  ages  yesterday  and  most 
finished  it  today.  Tell  Bro.  Charles  I  would  have  written  to  him  but  I 
didn't  know  Mr.  Anderson  was  coming  by  until  eight  o'clock  and  then 
I  had  to  begin  and  it  was  too  late.  Papa  talks  of  coming  out  in  two  or 
three  years,  and  Mama,  Sister  Martha  and  myself.  Give  my  love  to  Sarah 
M.,  Judith  Ayres  and  Wiatt.  Bro.  James  came  up  last  Monday  bu  -  I  was 
at  Aunt  Joneses  and  did  not  see  him.  Sister  you  must  be  sure  and  write 
to  me.  I  was  very  glad  when  I  received  your  letter.  I  remain  your 
affectionate. 


Judith  Hales  Spencer. 


Buckingham  Co . ,  Va . 

October  22,  I828. 


Mrs.  Elizabeth  L.  Jones 
Christian  County,  Kentucky 
The  Politeness  of  Mr.  Adcock 

Dear  Sister: 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  writing  to  you  co  let  you  know 
that  I  am  well  and  hoping  that  these  few  lines  may  find  you  well,  and 
your  family  in  the  same  situation.  Bro.  Nathan's  family  is  well.  Bro. 
Jack's  family  was  well  the  last  I  heard  of  them.  I  expect  that  you  have 

heard  of  Bro.  Nathan's  second  marriage.  He  was  md  the  21st  of  last  May 

to  Martha  Meredith.  She  is  a  very  fine  girl,  but  I  think  she  is  much 
too  young  for  him.  Bro.  Samuel  moved  to  Florida  last  fall.  We  heard  from 
them  in  September.  They  are  all  well  and  very  much  pleased.  Mr.  Edmund 
Lewis  moved  to  the  Missouri  last  fall.  We  received  a  letter  from  them 
some  time  ago  and  they  are  all  well.  Our  neighbors  are  generally  well. 

There  was  a  great  deal  of  sickness  and  a  great  many  deaths  last  simmer  in 

this  country.  Col.  James  Walker  and  John  Walker  both  died  last  summer 
after  a  long  illness  of  the  bilious  fever.  We  have  just  returned  a  few 
weeks  ago  from  the  finest  camp  meeting  I  ever  was  at  in  my  life.  There 
was  upwards  of  a  hundred  converts  and  I  hope  that  I  am  one  of  that  number. 
0,  Sister,  I  do  not  know  how  to  commence  to  telling  you  what  the  Lord  has 
done  for  me.  0,  when  I  think  of  the  happy  meeting  there  will  be  of  us  in 
Heaven  I  long  for  that  tim  e  to  come  when  He  will  take  me  to  reign  with 
them  in  glory.  The  separation  is  nothing  here  when  I  think  of  the  bliss¬ 
ful  Eternity  we  will  spend  together.  Bro.  Jack,  Bro.  Nathan,  and  Sister 
Martha  have  all  professed  religion  lately.  We  have  a  fine  preacher  in 
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the  circuit  this  year.  His  name  is  Starr  Parson.  Ishell  is  our  Class 
leader  at  Bethel  now.  We  have  very  lively  meetings  there  sometimes.  Aunt 
Joneses  family  is  all  well.  Aunt  Jones  is  in  as  good  health  now  as  she 
has  been  for  sometime.  Cousin  Sarah  Glover  has  been  in  very  bad  health 
for  some  months  past.  She  lost  her  youngest  child  last  summer.  Dear 
Sister,  I  should  be  rejoiced  to  see  you  and  Bro.  Charles  and  the  children 
in  Virginia  once  more.  I  think  you  might  come  and  spend  a  winter  with  us 
if  not  longer.  Mama  sends  her  love  to  you  all.  She  says  you  and  Bro. 
Charles  must  write  to  her.  She  says  she  woiiLd  give  anything  to  see  you  all 
but  she  never  expects  it.  Papa  talks  of  coming  out  to  see  you  sometimes 
but  I  do  not  expect  he  will  as  he  is  getting  old  and  infirm.  Give  my 
love  to  Bro.  Charles  and  tell  him  I  would  be  very  glad  to  receive  a  letter 
from  him.  Give  my  love  to  the  children.  Tell  Sarah  she  must  write  to  me. 
You  must  write  to  me  by  the  first  opportunity.  I  have  nothing  to  write 
as  Papa  and  Bro.  Ayres  intend  writing.  I  cannot  conclude  without  desiring 
an  interest  in  your  prayers  ere  I  remain, 

Your  affectionate  sister, 

Judith  H.  Spencer 

P»S.  The  black  people  send  their  love  to  you  all.  Phillis  says  you  must 
tell  Hannah  she  must  get  religion  and  try  to  meet  her  in  Heaven.  Excuse  bad 
writing  as  I  am  in  a  great  hurry. 


Buckin^am  Co.  Va. 
December  29,  I829 


Dear  Daughter: 

I  avail  myself  of  this  opportunity  of  writing  you  a  few  lines  to  let 
you  know  that  I  am  well  and  all  the  family  expect  your  Father  who  is  veiy 
poorly  at  this  time,  and  has  been  for  some  months  past  with  a  continual 
headache.  He  has  employed  a  doctor  several  times  but  has  never  found  any 
relief  as  yet.  Jack  says  he  thinks  it  is  Dropsy  in  the  Brain  and  if  it 
is  I  think  there  is  no  cure  for  it.  I  am  very  sorry  to  hear  from  your 
letter  that  you  were  so  unwell.  Charles  appears  to  be  very  uneasy  and 
anxious  to  go  home.  I  was  very  much  surprised  when  he  talked  of  starting 
back  tomorrow  as  I  did  not  expect  him  to  start  until  some  time  in  January. 
Nathan's  family  is  well.  Nathan  has  been  in  very  bad  health  for  some 
months  but  I  think  his  health  is  better  now  than  it  has  been  for  some  time. 
His  wife  appears  to  be  a  very  agreeable  pious  woman  and  extremely  kind  to 
the  children.  Jack's  family  was  well  a  few  weeks  past.  Betsy  was  up  to 
see  us  about  three  weeks  ago.  She  has  six  children,  four  sons  and  two 
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daughters.  The  youngest  is  a  daughter.  They  call  her  Anna  Louisa.  Sam¬ 
uel's  family  was  well  the  last  I  heard  from  them  and  very  much  pleased 
with  their  new  home.  The  rest  of  your  relatives  are  well.  We  received  a 
letter  from  Mr.  E.  Lewis  sometime  ago.  They  are  well.  Mrs.  Lewis  has 
seven  daughters.  0,  my  dear  daughter,  I  cannot  express  the  satisfaction 
I  receive  when  I  can  hear  from  you  and  hear  that  you  are  still  trying  to 
serve  the  Lord.  The  separation  is  nothing  here  when  we  thihh  of  the  bliss 
ful  Eternity  we  will  spend  together  if  we  will  only  hold  out  faithful  to 
the  end.  Your  Father  frequently  talks  of  coming  out  there  to  see  you, 
but  I  have  no  idea  that  he  will  ever  come  as  he  is  always  so  very  poorly. 
Charles  says  he  intends  coming  in  again  in  eighteen  months  and  bringing 
you  and  all  the  children.  I  assure  you  nothing  could  afford  me  more  satis 
faction  than  to  see  you  again  if  you  could  come  to  see  me.  I  am  afraid 
we  shall  never  see  one  another  again  as  I  never  expect  to  travel  that  far 
from  home.  I  expect  Ayres  will  come  out  in  a  year  or  two  if  he  does  not 
marry.  He  and  the  girls  often  talk  of  you  and  wish  to  see  you  and  family 

but  I  fear  sometimes  the  distance  will  always  keep  us  apart.  Tell  the 

little  girls  their  Grandpa  is  very  much  pleased  with  his  socks  and  gloves. 
He  intended  to  ha  e  sent  them  a  frock  apiece  but  their  papa  says  he  has 
no  way  of  carrying  them.  Tell  them  he  intends  to  get  them  some  very  nice 

frocks  by  the  time  they  come  in  to  see  him.  You  must  write  to  me  by 

every  opportunity.  Your  father  and  Ayres  say  you  must  excuse  them  from 
not  writing.  Ayres  has  been  from  home  all  day  until  late  this  evening. 
Give  my  love  to  all  of  your  family.  Tell  Sarah  and  Judith  they  must 
write  to  me  shortly.  I  must  come  to  a  close  as  it  is  getting  very  late. 

Your  affectionate  mother 
Judith  Spencer 

(Note.  See  another  page.  Letter  written  by  Judith  H.  Spencer  on  same 
sheet  and  in  the  same  handwriting.) 

Note.  See  letter  dated  December  29,  signed  Judith  Spencer. 


December  26,  I829. 


Dear  Sister: 


When  Sarow ' s  and  Mama's  letter  was  written  I  did  not  expect  to 
have  time  to  write  to  you,  but  as  Bro.  Charles  has  declined  the  idea  of 
starting  back  until  Monday  I  will  endeavor  to  write  you  a  few  lines  not¬ 
withstanding  I  am  laboring  under  a  very  severe  toothache  which  you  know 
by  experience  (l  expect)  is  a  very  disagreeable  companion.  All  of  the 
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family  is  in  very  good  health.  Papa  appears  to  he  much  better  this  morning 
than  he  has  been  for  several  weeks.  Mama  neglected  to  mention  in  her  letter 
that  she  had  received  a  letter  from  Mr.  Guerrant  some  weeks  past.  They  were 
all  well.  Sister  Polly  has  ei^t  children.  Their  land  was  to  be  sold  this 
winter  and  they  expected  to  move  but  I  did  not  understand  where  they  expec¬ 
ted  to  go.  Mr.  Guerrant  has  made  a  profession  of  religion  and  I  am  in 

hopes  (notwithstanding  he  has  reduced  his  family  to  poverty  by  his  unruly 
disposition)  that  he  is  much  more  agreeable , than  he  has  ever  been  hereto¬ 
fore.  ¥e  are  looking  for  Aunt  Jane  Holman  and  Cousin  Judith  Ayres  to  see 
us  this  Christmas.  Cousin  Judith  has  never  married.  She  has  had  several 
good  offers  of  marriage  but  it  appears  that  she  prefers  a  single  life.  0^ 
my  dear  Sister,  when  I  think  of  the  many  miles  that  separate  us  from  each 
other  I  am  fearful  that  we  shall  never  see  each  other  again  in  this  world 
and  if  we  never  do  I  trust  it  will  be  our  happy  lots  to  meet  in  Heaven 
where  parting  will  all  be  done  away.  0  pray  for  me  that  I  may  hold  out 
faithful  for  I  can  ssure  you  I  feel  very  needy.  You  must  write  to  me 

soon.  Sister  Martha  and  Bro.  Ayres  join  me  in  love  to  you  all. 

I  remain  your  affectionate  sister, 
Judith  H.  Spencer. 


August  4,  1830. 

My  dear  brother  and  sister  have  wondered  no  doubt  why  I  have  delayed  writing 
so  long  as  your  much  esteemed  letter  was  thankfully  received  and  read  twelve 
or  fourteen  days  from  the  date.  I  will  now  tell  you  that  about  two  or  three 
days  after,  which  was  Easter,  I,  in  making  ready  to  visit  my  dear  mother, 
took  a  little  cold  and  have  had  something  like  rheumatism  in  my  head  and 
jaw  and  have  not  felt  like  writing  often  but  my  dears  you  all  know  it  is 
not  for  want  of  regard  for  any  of  you  that  I  do  not  write,  but  my  eyes  fall 
me,  specks  plague  me.  I  spent  a  few  days  with  mother.  Visited  no  one  else. 
Mr.  B.  went  to  see  Sarah  and  Judith.  I  promised  to  see  her  again  in  four 
weeks  but  did  not  as  horses  were  too  busy.  I  think  Mother  much  weaker  than 
when  we  left  her.  The  girls  are  up  with  her  every  night.  If  I  was  near 
enough  to  see  her  once  a  week  I  should  like  it  better.  They  had  gotten  your 
letter  and  very  glad  you  had  made  a  safe  trip  and  poor  Phoebe  anxious  to 
hear  from  her  boy.  I  told  her  I  hoped  she  had  not  grieved  much  after  him. 
She  said,  0  Miss  Betsy,  I  never  thought  I  would  feel  as  I  have  about  him. 

I  can  do  well  enou^  through  the  day  but  when  night  comes  on  I  could  not 
rest.  She  said.  Do  tell  my  child  to  get  religion.  That  is  all  she  said. 

She  said  many  things  to  say  to  him  and  I  must  write  for  her  but  she  got  so 
full  she  could  not  talk.  I  left  her  and  the  conversation  was  dropped  at 
that.  Abram  can  you  sing,  show  me  de  way,  show  me  de  way  now  like  you  used 
to  do  when  going  to  and  coming  from  de  spring  with  your  hand  gourd  of  water. 
Abram,  will  you  try  and  get  religion.  It  was  the  last  request  of  your  Mot- 
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her. 


My  dear  Brother  -  will  you  credit  it  when  I  tell  you  that  this  letter 
was  begun  six  months  ago,  yes  more.  Cousin  Judith  has  been  here  near 
that  length  of  time  and  I  had  begun  to  write  before  she  came.  I  expect 
that  you  have  heard  before  this  of  the  death  of  Cousin  Gibson  whose  dis¬ 
ease  was  that  of  a  breast  complaint.  Cousin  J  (?)  is  far,  very  far  gone 
with  the  same  complaint  and  I  would  say  no  chance  for  recovery.  If  I 
did  not  know  that  all  power  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Great  I  Am.  We  have 
carried  her  through  two  or  three  courses  of  medicine  but  she  is  too 
weak  and  says  she  will  never  try  it  again.  It  is  as  much  as  she  can  do 
to  get  upstairs.  I  think  the  puccon  an  excellent  thing  for  the  breast. 
Mr.  Brown  is  as  brisk  and  active  as  when  you  saw  him  thou^  he  has  been 
complaining  some  time  this  summer.  How  is  sister  W.  and  her  family? 

Tell  Cousin  Michael  he  must  not  conclude  himself  slighted.  It  is  a  mis¬ 
take  altogether  and  I  would  be  as  glad  to  see  him  as  well  as  any  of  my 
nephews.  How  is  Bro  Michael  with  sister  Betsy  and  her  family?  Couson 
Judith  D,P,  and  Mary  Jane  and  Elizabeth  and  Mosby  all  send  their 
love  to  you.  My  health  is  as  good  as  it  has  been  these  15  or  l6  years. 

I  had  the  rheumatism  a  while  back  and  Mr.  B  took  me  through  a  course 
of  medicine  and  I  then  kept  tolerably  close  a  few  days  and  am  now  well. 
I  think  you  shall  hear  from  me  again  soon.  So  far  you  all  well. 

E.  L,  Brown 

(Elizabeth  Lee  Jones. 


Copy  of  letter  to 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Charles  Lee  Jones. 


At  Camp,  Marh  12,  I838 


Moses  S.  Jones, 

Collins  Station,  Illinois. 

Dear  Brother  Moses; 

I  received  your  letter  of  February  2^4- th.  It  being  the  birthday 
of  our  beloved  father  and  your  first  letter  caused  some  serious  thoughts 
to  arise  in  my  mind  which  is  not  uncommon  of  late  with  me.  One  thought 
is,  shall  you  and  I  ever  live  to  see  the  same  number  of  years  of  respect¬ 
ability  that  he  has;  shall  we  spend  our  lives  to  as  much  purpose  as  he 
has  and  shall  we  be  guided  by  the  same  higji  and  noble  sentiments  that 
has  ever  characterized  his  life.  Shall  we  endeavor  to  emulate  his  worthy 
example  of  piety.  Shall  we  as  he  has  devote  our  lives  from  youth  to  age 
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to  the  preparation  “which  is  necessary  for  death  and  shall  we  he,  as  Paul, 
enabled  to  say  "we  have  fought  a  good  fight".  ¥e  have  kept  the  faith  not 
only  of  the  gospel  hut  the  faith  of  all  things  in  which  we  have  heen 
trained  hy  Father  and  Mother  and  he  enabled  as  her  to  say,  there  is  not  a 
cloud  that  doth  arise  to  hide  our  Saviour  from  our  eyes.  Such  may  he  the 
case,  and  Brother,  though  you  were  too  young  to  hear  her  warning  voice  in 
death,  I  heard  it  and  shall  never  forget  these  words  she  used.  "Jesus  can 
make  a  dying  bed  feel  soft  as  downy  pillows. are,  while  on  His  breast  I 
lean  my  head  and  breathe  my  life  out  sweetly  there."  All  she  desired  life 
for  was  the  comfort  of  Father  and  the  happiness  of  her  children,  and  Bro¬ 
ther,  be  assured  you  were  not  forgot  in  her  dying  moments.  She  often  spoke 
of  you  to  me  years  before  her  death,  saying  you  would  most  likely  be  left 
without  a  father  or  mother  while  young  and  that  she  wanted  you  to  be  raised 
in  the  fear  of  the  Lord.  I  then  was  trying  to  lead  a  Christian  life  and 
though  I  am  now  chief  among  sinners  I  have  not  forgot,  thank  God,  that  my 
mother  was  a  Christian  in  life,  and  a  saint  that  shrank  not  before  the 
grim  monster  death,  but  was  enabled  to  cry  Victory  over  death  and  so  may 
we.  0,  that  we  may  be  also  ready.  I  speak  of  these  things,  brother,  to 
Influence  you  to  follow  the  footsteps  of  your  mother  as  she  followed  Christ 
that  your  end  may  be  peace.  Let  me  assure  you  there  is  no  pleasure  in  sin. 

I  have  tried  it  in  every  way  of  dissipation.  I  have  sou^t  for  happiness 
among  all  classes  and  have  only  found  it  by  Meek  Religion's  Humble  Cot. 

There  and  there  only  can  anyone  find  happiness.  Then,  dear  brother,  let 
my  experience  of  the  world  be  sufficient  for  us  both  and  strive  to  become 
less  acquainted  with  sin.  You  have  a  high  temper.  Strive  to  curb  it.  You 
can  master  it  if  you  try.  You  have  the  moral  destiny  of  my  dear  boy  in  your 
hands.  Brother,  forget  not  that  he  is,  as  it  were,  without  father  or  mother. 
Be  a  father  to  him,  even  more,  a  father  and  a  brother,  and  that  will  supply 
the  place  of  a  mother. 

In  conclusion  let  me  ask  you  to  forget  not  your  books.  Get  knowledge 
--  get  understanding  and  forget  it  not.  What  guides  man  in  his  high  pur¬ 
suits,  opens,  ill\miines,  cheers  his  way;  discerns  the  immortal  from  the 
brute,  God's  image  from  the  mdd  of  clay?  Brother,  it  is  knowledge.  I  must 
close  as  I  have  to  write  to  J.  M*  and  J*¥*D,  yet.  I  am  doing  well.  Write 
soon. 


Your  affectionate  brother, 
Michael  Lee  Jones. 
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St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
May  21,  l842 


Mr.  Charles  Lee  Jones, 

Dear  Sir: 

Yours  of  the  IJth  has  been  received.  We  are  very  sorry  to  inform 
you  of  the  very  low  price  of  hogs  in  our  market  at  present,  owing,  we 
presume,  to  the  great  plenty  offered  just  now  and  the  unheard  of  scar¬ 
city  of  money. 

We  unfortunately  happen  to  he  more  than  supplied  with  hogs  at  pre¬ 
sent  and  could  not  buy  any  at  any  price,  but  we  will  say  that  you  could 
probably  obtain  $1.75  per  hundred  were  you  to  send  to  our  market. 

Anything  we  can  do  for  you,  we  assure  you  will  be  cheerfully  done, 
and  we  would  be  happy  to  have  it  in  our  power  to  reciprocate  past  favors 
conferred  on  us  by  you,  which  we  shall  ever  remember. 

Next  winter,  if  life  and  health  permit,  we  likely  will  make  up  the 
"Prairyhare"  in  your  nei^borhood  --  a  sport  of  which  we  are  remarkably 
fond  though  not  often  permitted  to  participate  in. 

The  times  here  are  much  harder  than  they  have  ever  been;  our  mer¬ 
chants  are  failing  almost  daily.  We  have  no  news  of  interest  to  write. 

Remember  us  to  M  s.  Jones  and  the  family  and  accept  for  yourself 
our  sincere  respects. 


Yours  &c 

Thomas  and  John  Lee 
Per  John  Lee 

(Folded  sheet  marked  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  May  22nd  and  addressed  to  Mr. 
Charles  Lee  Jones,  Crooked  Creek,  Illinois.) 


Charles  Lee  Jones, 

0  my  son,  my  son,  how  glad  I  would  be  to  reveal  my  mind  to  you  on  many 
things  but  so  weak  is  my  hand  can  scarcely  thank  you  for  your  kind  let¬ 
ter  to  me.  How  great  a  God  is  our  God,  and  how  good  to  me  and  my  family. 
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0  that  He  may  direct  me  in  our  temporal  and  spiritual  affairs  as  -well. 

Betsy  is  about  to  set  out  for  your  country.  I  know  not  what  to  advise  her 
to  do  but  I  hope  He  who  has  all  things  in  His  power  my  direct  for  the  best. 

Now  let  me  tell  we  have  the  whooping  cough  in  the  family  and  I  doubt  it  will 
prove  fatal  to  the  small  ones. 

0  Charles,  Charles,  farewell  my  son.  Give  my  love  to  Betsy  and  the  little 
girl. 


Your  loving  mother, 
Leeanna  Jones. 


My  dear  Brother  and  Sister; 

No  doubt  you  wonder  I  should  have  anything  to  say  when  so  many  are  say¬ 
ing  something  but  I  wish  to  tell  you  howdy  and  tell  you  I  am  still  poor 

and  as  good  complainer  as  ever.  I  dreamt  about  you  so  often  about  two  months 

ago  I  told  mother  you'd  certainly  come  in  this  fall.  She  asked  why  I  thought 
so.  I  concluded  from  my  dreams  and  feelings  you  were  then  on  the  road.  She 
then  set  them  to  spinning  yarn  for  you  a  suit  of  clothes  she  has.... in  the 
.....and  I  do  sincerely  wish  you  had  it  there. 

I  hope  you  all  try  to  live  in  love  with  all  and  that  you  will  write  me 

a  long  letter  by  the  first  opport\mity.  So  fare  you  both  well. 

Father  and  Mother . desires  to  be  remembered  to  you. 

E»  L*  Jones 
(Elizabeth  Lee  Jones.) 

Copy  of  letter  to  Charles  Lee  Jones  and  his  wife,  Elizabeth. 


Judith  Ayres,  daughter  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres  was  born  Oct. 

1,  1768,  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  She  md  Moses  Spencer  on  Jan.  6,  1786.  He 
was  b  Jan,  3^  1763  and  served  in  the  Revolution.  Moses  had  a  brother, 
William  Spencer.  We  do  not  know  the  date  of  the  deaths  of  Moses  and  Judith, 
but  they  were  living  in  I829.  Mrs,  J*  A,  Hyde,  a  descendant,  of  Dallas, 
Texas,  assembled  a  great  deal  of  data  on  this  line.  The  rambling  notes 
concerning  the  Spencer  descendants  have  been  gathered  from  various  sources. 
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chiefly  from  the  letters  from  the  children  of  Judith  and  Moses,  copies  of 
which  received  from  Mr.  Mahen  Jones  are  a  part  of  this  record. 

The  census  of  l8l0  of  Buckingham  Co.  shows  Moses  with  two  males  un¬ 
der  10,  1  male  10  to  l6,  2  males  l6  to  26,  1  male  45  and  up,  1  female 
under  10,  1  female  10  to  l6,  1  female  26  to  45,  19  slaves. 

Mrs.  Judith  Eliza  Ayres  Hyde  is  descended  from  a  daughter  of  Moses 
and  Judith,  Judith  Spencer,  who  md  her  cousin,  Tandy  Holman,  son  of  Wil¬ 
liam  and  Jane  (Ayres)  Holman.  Mrs.  John  A.  Gary,  of  Columhia,  Va.,  a 
grand-daughter  of  Nathan  Spencer,  stated  in  a  letter  to  the  compiler  in 

1923,  that  Nathan  Spencer  had  a  brother,  Ayres  Spencer,  and  that  Nathan's 

second  dau^ter  md  an  Ayres.  She  stated  that  the  name  Leake  was  common 
in  the  family,  but  did  not  give  much  data. 

The  list  of  the  children  of  Moses  and  Judith  (Ayres)  Spencer  was 
obtained  from  three  sources,  Mr.  Maben  Jones,  Mr.  John  M.  Hill  and  Dr. 

D*  J,  Eggleston,  President  Emeritus  of  Hampden -Sydney  College.  Dr.  Eg¬ 
gleston  got  his  information  from  Mrs.  J,  H.  Caldwell,  formerly  Miss  Eva 
Spencer  Smith,  of  Atlanta.  Most  of  her  data,  it  is  stated,  came  from 

Chas,  H.  Jones  of  Denver.  It  differs  in  some  respects  from  that  sent  the 

compiler  by  Maben  H.  Jones  of  Colimibia,  S,  C*  The  record  transmitted  from 
Dr.  Eggleston  states  that  Moses  Spencer,  husband  of  Judith  Ayres  (Nathan, 
Matthias)  was  the  son  of  Nock  Spencer,  whose  wife  was  Mary  Leake.  This  we 
think  is  in  error.  This  list  names  11  children  of  Moses  and  Judith,  the 
child  not  given  in  J,  M.  Hill’s  list  and  that  of  Maben  Jones  being  Barks¬ 
dale  Spencer.  Barksdale  is  listed  as  the  fifth  child,  and  is  mentioned 
not  only  in  the  letters  of  the  Spencers,  but  also  in  family  deed. 

The  children  of  Moses  and  Judith  (Ayres)  Spencer: 


John  Spencer 
Nathan  Spencer 
Polly  Spencer 
Hart  Spencer 
Barksdale  Spencer 
Samuel  A.  Spencer 


Elizabeth  Spencer 
James  Spencer 
Moses  A.  Spencer 
Martha  Spencer 
Judith  Spencer 


1.  John  Spencer,  son  of  Moses  and  Judith  (Ayres)  Spencer,  was  a 
physician.  He  was  b  Sept.  28,  1T86,  died  l844.  He  md  Aug.  3,  I809, 
Elizabeth  Womack  Price,  who  was  b  Aug.  22,  1793;  d  Dec.  9;  l859*  He  was 
in  Buckin^am  Co.  in  I828,  as  he  is  mentioned  in  the  letters,  as  "Jack". 
In  Cumberland  Co.  marriage  DAR  Mag.  65: 40,  we  find  that  George  W.  Daniel 
married  Judith  Spencer,  dau.  and  consent  of  John  Spencer,  on  Nov.  22, 
1833 ;  Sec.  John  Daniel. 


2.  Nathan  Spencer,  son  of  Moses  and  Judith  (Ayres)  Spencer,  was 
b  June  30,  1788.  He  md  1st  Judith  D.  Fuq.ua  on  Nov.  l4,  l8l5*  He  md  2nd 
on  May  26,  1828,  Martha  Meredith,  and  this  marriage  was  mentioned  in  the 
letters.  Martha  was  said  to  be  "an  amiable,  pious  woman,  and  kind  to 
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the  children".  She  was^  however,  much  yoimger  than  he.  We  do  not  know 
the  names  of  all  his  children.  He  had  a  dau.,  Lou  Spencer,  who  md  John 
Branch,  son  of  Capt.  Samuel  Branch.  They  also  had  a  dau.  who  md  an 
Ayres  and  their  ch.  were  Spencer  Ayres,  Nathan  Ayres,  Myrtle  Ayres,  Peter 
and  John  Ayres.  Spencer  Ayres  had  one  ch.,  William  Spencer  Ayres,  of 
Buckingham  Co.,  and  he  had  three  children,  Jos,  Daniel  Ayres,  Percy  Ayres 
and  Wert  Ayres.  Percy  Ayres  md  a  distant  relative,  Olive  Spencer,  in 
1936  and  lived  at  Manteo,  Va.  Their  ch.  were:  1.  Mattie  Bernice  Ayres 
md  T*  A*  Simmons;  2.  Willie  Spencer  Ayres  md  J*  A*  Jones  and  lives  in 
Baltimore;  3»  Ethel  Mae  Ayres  md  J»  M»  Baird,  Farmville,  Va.;  4.  Jas. 
Ernest  Ayres,  Farmville,  Va.;  5»  Lewis  Gilbert  Ayres,  Midlothian,  Va.; 

6.  Geneva  Hall  Ayres  md  F»  S.  Doss,  Lynchburg,  Va.;  Charles  Wesley 
Ayres,  Wingina,  Va.;  8,  Joseph  Myrtle  Ayres,  Wingina,  Va.  One  of  the 
grand  mothers  of  William  Spencer  Ayres  was  a  Chastain, 

3.  Mary  (Polly)  Spencer,  dau  of  Moses  and  Judith  (Ayres)  Spencer 
was  b  Mar,  24,  1790*  She  md  a  Mr,  Chas,  Guerrant  and  they  lived  in  Buck¬ 
ingham  Co,  In  1829,  we  learn  from  the  letters,  they  had  ei^t  children, 
whose  names  we  do  not  know. 

4.  Hart  Spencer,  son  of  Moses  and  Judith  (Ayres)  Spencer  was  b  Aug. 
26,  1793*  No  further  information  on  him. 

5.  Barksdale  Spencer,  son  of  Moses  and  Judith  (Ayres)  Spencer,  md 

Polly _ _ _ *  In  Logan  Co.  Ky.  there  is  a  deed  between  William  Chastain 

and  Magdalen  his  wife  and  Barksdale  Spencer  to  Aaron  Fuqua.  Magdalen 
Chastain  was  a  dau  of  John  and  Jane  (Salle)  Ayres  and  Aaron  Fuqua  md  Mary 
Ayres,  dau  of  Nathan  and  Mark  (Leake)  Ayres.  They  were  all  cousins. 

6.  Samuel  A.  Spencer,  son  of  Moses  and  Judith  (Ayres)  Spencer  was  b 
Jan.  8,  1797*  He  md  in  May  l8l9^  Mary  A.  Moseley.  These  are  the  grand¬ 
parents  of  Mrs.  J,  H.  Caldwell.  He  went  from  Buckingham  Co.  to  Florida 
in  the  fall  of  1827.  We  have  no  information  concerning  him. 

7*  Elizabeth  Leek  Spencer,  dau  of  Moses  and  Judith  (Ayres)  Spencer 
was  b  Nov.  18,  1799*  She  md  on  June  I8,  l8l7^  Charles  Lee  Jones,  who  was 
b  Feb.  24,  1792^  d  Aug.  2,  i860.  They  went  to  Christian  Co.  Ky.  where 
they  lived  until  1834,  when  they  sold  plantation  and  slaves  and  moved  to 
Southern  Illinois,  where  hd  died.  He  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  l8l2 
and  a  descendant  of  Col.  Richard  Lee,  from  England  to  Virginia.  The 
letters  we  have  are  mostly  to  Elizabeth  L.  Jones,  Chas.  L.  Jones'  wife. 

They  had  six  children  in  I829,  but  we  have  the  names  of  but  two:  1. 

Sarow  Melvina  Jones  b  Logan  Co.  Ky.,  May  29,  1818,  d  Clinton  Co.  Ills., 

Mar.  11,  1843,  md  in  1834  to  John  0.  Hopper.  2.  Judith  Jones.  Chas. 

Lee  Jones  was  the  son  of  Lee  Anna  Jones  and  her  other  children  were:  An¬ 
thony  Jones,  Elizabeth  Lee  Jones,  Michael  Lee  Jones,  Martha  Jones. 

8.  James  Spencer,  son  of  Moses  and  Judith  (Ayres)  Spencer  was  b  in 
Buckin^am  Co.  Va.  April  I8,  l802.  We  have  no  further  information  concern¬ 
ing  him. 


133 


9.  Moses  Ayres  Spencer,  son  of  Moses  and  Judith  (Ayres)  Spencer 
was  called  Ayres.  He  was  horn  May  21,  I805.  He  md  in  Nov.  I83O,  Ann 
Bradley.  No  further  information. 

10.  Martha  Spencer,  dau  of  Moses  and  Judith  (Ayres)  Spencer  was  h 
in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  June  I5,  1808.  She  md  in  I832  I sham  Gilliam.  In 
1834,  Sarah  Matilda  Ayres,  (Matthias,  Nathan,  Matthias)  dau.  of  Matthias 
and  Nancy  Gilliam  (Howell)  Ayres,  md  an  Isham  Richard  Gilliam. 

11.  Judith  Hales  Spencer,  dau  of  Moses  and  Judith  (Ayres)  Spencer 
was  h  Sept.  l4,  I8II.  She  md  on  Nov.  3^  I83I,  Tandy  Holman,  her  cousin, 
son  of  William  and  Jane  (Ayres)  Holman.  She  received  268  a.  from  her 
father's  estate,  on  Slate  River,  Buckingham  Co.  They  had  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  listed  elsewhere. 

The  Nathan  Spencer,  son  of  Moses  and  Judith  (Ayres)  Spencer  is  pre¬ 
sumably  the  one  mentioned  in  the  journal  of  Matthias  Ayres  (Nathan, 
Matthias),  of  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  The  reference  is  as  follows:  "Cct. 

13,  1823,  received  cash  of  Nathan  Spencer,  $5C.CC".  This  Matthias, 
great  grandfather  of  the  compiler,  was  at  the  time  administrator  of  the 
estate  of  Gideon  Howell  of  Buckingham  and  the  money  received  seems  to 
have  been  paid  for  hire  of  certain  slaves  of  the  estate.  He  was  guar¬ 
dian  of  the  estate  of  James  Howell,  Jr.,  deceased,  who  left  several  chil¬ 
dren. 
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COPIED  FROM  THE  UNION  FARMER,  DILLWIN,  VIRGINIA,  August  1,  1924. 
REFUGEEING  IN  BUCKINGHAM  I86I-I865 
Headqmrters  Army  of  the  Potomac 
Office  Provost  Marshal  General 
Culpeper  C»  Va. 


Jan.  19,  l864 

"The  hearer,  Mrs.  Mary  Guinn  C.  and  five  children  (4  white,  1  hlack)  have 
permission  to  pass  through  the  lines  with  personal  baggage. 

Signed  0*  M»  Patrick 

Provost  Marshal 
Army  of  the  Potomac. 

This  pass  will  expire  Jan.  22." 


The  above  pass  has  been  procured  throu^  Major  General  John  Newton,  U. 
S^.  for  reasons  that  it  was  impossible  to  exist  because  the  country  had 
been  utterly  devastated  by  the  enemy,  provisions  could  only  be  obtained  by 
purchase  at  the  U..  S»  Commissary  upon  taking  the  oath,  which  even  the  small 
ten  year  old  boy  would  have  starved  first.  On  January  29th,  with  four  inches 
of  snow  and  a  very  cold  north  wind,  the  above  family  and  baggage  were  loaded 
in  a  four  mule  U»^  S.  Government  team  with  a  Staff  Lieut,  in  charge  and  head¬ 
ed  for  Rapid  Anne  Station,  some  ten  miles  away.  Upon  emerging  from  the 
woods  and  ascending  a  slight  incline,  the  whole  Confederate  Army,  occupying 
Clark's  Mountain,  suddenly  appeared.  The  Lieut.,  apparently  stricken,  or¬ 
dered  the  driver  to  dump  the  contents  in  the  middle  of  an  old  field  some 
two  miles  distant  from  the  station,  and,  with  the  team,  fled  to  the  rear. 

The  mother  and  four  of  the  flock  immediately  put  out  for  the  Confederate 
lines  and  left  the  oldest  member  in  charge  of  the  plunder,  who,  half -frozen 
and  badly  scared,  wrapped  himself  in  a  feather  bed  tick  and  awaited  the  com¬ 
ing  of  a  couple  of  Confederate  teams  which  took  the  load  to  a  shanty  contain¬ 
ing  a  red-hot  stove,  the  only  thing  that  lingers  in  the  mind  of  the  writer. 
Next  day  we  were  taken  to  the  region  of  Somerset,  or  Barboursville,  Orange 
Co.,  where  we  remained  for  some  days,  when  we  were  taken  to  Gordonsville 
thence  via  the  train  to  Lynchburg,  where  after  spending  our  first  night  at 
a  hotel,  we  were  placed  on  the  James  River  packet  --  and  our  first  nauti¬ 
cal  experiences  began.  All  were  much  concerned  as  to  our  sleeping  quarters, 
but  at  the  proper  time,  shelves  of  some  two  feet  wide  were  suspended  one 
above  the  other,  where  the  youngsters  were  snuggly  tucked  away.  The  writer 
is  confident  that  this  method  first  suggested  the  Pullman  sleeper  of  today, 
which  uses  the  self-same  principle. 

Some  time  the  second  day,  we  passed  the  handsome  home  of  Gen.  St. 
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George  Cocke  and  the  noble  fountain  consisting  of  a  gigantic  pitcher  from 
which  water  constantly  flowed.  This  was  Bemo  and  nearby  we  landed  at 
New  Canton,  where  teams  which  had  been  kept  beyond  the  lines  met  us  and 
after  a  drive  of  some  ten  miles  in  the  good  old  County  of  Buckingham  we 
landed  at  the  Nuckols  farm  on  Slate  River,  not  far  from  Diana  Mills,  near 
the  home  of  Mr.  Owen  Ayres,  Parson  Taylor,  several  of  the  Smith  family, 
near  Miles'  shop  where  several  Culpeper  families  had  preceded  us;  among 
them  the  Strothers',  Roberts',  Lewis'  Jones,  etc.  This  was  early  in  Feb¬ 
ruary,  l86t,  for  very  soon  the  writer  was  notified  that  he  must  attend 
school  --  that  bete  noir  --  of  almost  every  youngster  and  one  thing  that 
did  not  exist  in  the  land  recently  left.  Very  soon  he  found  himself  en¬ 
rolled  at  the  Buckingham  Female  Institute,  Gravel  Hill  P.  0,,  Rev.  Robt. 
Blackwell  in  command,  ably  seconded  by  several  of  his  handsome  da  utters, 
no  males  save  the  old  doctor,  the  men  being  with  the  amy,  in  the  tren¬ 
ches,  in  and  around  Petersburg.  The  distance  from  the  Nuckolls  faim 
was  five  miles,  through  a  desolate  region  where  gold  was  being  washed 
and  an  occasional  wild  turkey  was  seen  as  it  flitted  across  the  lonely 
road.  Among  the  scholars  were  Stiles  Brown,  Charley  Christian,  Walter 
Fontaine,  Willie  Moseley,  Bob  Blackwell,  Willie  Harris  and  many  girls, 
among  them  a  real  beauty  in  my  eyes  --  Martha  West,  who  gave  me  my 
first  idea  of  algebra.  Here  I  probably  remained  until  the  September 
term,  when  I  was  transferred  to  Himianity  Hall,  the  famous  old  classical 
school  for  boys,  probably  founded  by  the  Rev.  Elijah  Hanes  --  whose  son. 
Major  Garland  Hanes,  having  been  invalided,  was  in  charge  of  the  school. 
Here  the  distance  was  about  three  miles  by  road  and  less  across  the 
fields  by  Miles'  shop,  the  home  of  the  Floods,  John  Rolfe,  Eldridge's 
Mill,  where  the  writer  struck  the  first  lick  at  swimming,  having  acci¬ 
dently  slipped  into  deep  water  and  swimming  became  a  sudden  necessity, 
thence  by  Hanes'  Chapel  to  the  schoolhouse.  Here  he  found  James,  Will 
and  Hanes  Ayres,  grandsons  of  Elijah  Hanes:  three  older  brothers,  John, 
Sam  and  Tom  were  with  the  Richmond  Howitzers  and  the  Confederates.  Also 
Willie  Nixon  who  had  a  brother  at  the  V.M.I,:  Owen  Driscoll,  Jack  Seay, 
Wirt  Turner,  Johnson  Strother,  together  with  several  Saunders  girls,  at 
least  two,  Nanny  Flood,  Julia  Woodfin,  many  very  fair,  but  none  the  equal 
of  Martha  West. 

Here  we  remained  until  the  Tuesday  after  the  surrender  when  Ma j . 
Hanes  dismissed  us  to  return  at  his  bidding.  The  whole  world  was  over¬ 
cast  with  gloom  and  no  man  knew  what  would  happen  next  . 

Later,  after  the  harvest,  the  corn  gathered,  we  refugees  wended 
our  weary  way  to  the  most  desolate  region  on  earth,  where  everything 
was  gone  save  the  hills,  rocks  and  land.  Here  life  begun  anew.  A  few 
years  later  the  writer  matriculated  at  V.M,  I.,  where  after  some  four 
years  of  the  most  delightful  life,  he  found  himself  in  Kentucky  St.  Pat¬ 
rick's  Day,  1874,  and  still  remains,  with  annual  trips  to  the  Old  Domin¬ 
ion  and  a  very  tender  spot  for  the  ancient  county  of  Buckingham. 

P.S.  --  Buckingham  was  not  only  the  last  camp  of  the  greatest 
of  created  human  beings,  the  noble  Lee,  but  was  the  birthplace  and  home 
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of  the  most  heautiful  'woman  -who  took  the;  prize  over  all  the  -women  in  this 
and  foreign  lands  at  the  Philadelphia  Centennial  I876,  She  still  lives  and 
her  hushand_,  less  than  three  years  ago  told  the  vriter  that  at  least  to 
him^  she  is  as  lovely  as  ever. 

It  is  not  prohahly  kno^wn  that  that  song  of  songs^  "Kathleen  Mavourneen"  ^ 
■was  composed  at  Buckingham  C.H.  vhere  the  author  lived  for  several  years, 
having  stopped  there  after  the  surrender.  Great  is  Buckingham,  and  long 
may  she  exist  I  — —  Malcolm  Hart  Crump  . 

(Sent  to  the  writer  hy  Mahen  Jones,  Columbia,  S.C.) 

Notes  frcan  a  piece  on  "Buckingham  Female  College  Institute"  by  William  Shep¬ 
herd,  from  Wn.  and  Mary  Quar.  (2)  Vol  I89,  p  3^5 J 

List  of  names  on  petition  for  financial  aid,  dated  IVferch  28,  1843: 
Martha  S.  Ayres,  Mary  S.  Ayres,  Buckingham  Co.  Va. 

P»  359j  "Ill  1854  John  Ayres  hired  his  man.  Will,  to  the  Institute  for 
Commencement  week." 

Guests  at  West^s  Tavern  1859/  for  Commencement:  IV^y  Lewis  Ayres.  Taken 
by  Mr.  Ayres  at  stable,  $9* 50* 

In  i860  attending  was  Nannie  Ayres. 

Marriage  notes  in  Religious  Herald.  See  Church  Archives  of  Virginia, 
Vol  H,  -  322: 

Adeline  S.,  dau^ter  of  Powhatan  Jones,  to  Jos.  L.  Carrington,  March 

22,  1833: 

Vol  I,  p  11;  Deaths:  Ca-therine,  widow  of  0.  S.  Ayres,  June  21,  1867. 
Same;  Hannah  La-ura,  widow  of  George  M,  Ayres,  March  5/  I836; 

"  Eugene  Edmond  Ayres,  died  Sept.  9/  1920; 

"  James  E.  Ayres,  died  July  20,  1911j 

"  Myrtle  Ayres,  died  May  2,  1868; 

"  Rosa,  widow  of  James  D.  Ayres,  died  July  1,  1909* 
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THE  DESCENDMTS  OF  THE  REVEREND  JOHN  AYRES 

John  Ayres,  (Nathan,  Matthias)  son  and  second  child  of  Nathan  and 
Mary  (Leake)  Ayres  "was  h  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Jan.  22,  1772.  He  vas  a 
Methodist  minister.  ¥.  D.  Ayres,  of  Estey,  West  Va.,  referred  to  him  as 
"Parson  Jack",  and  Capt.  J.  ¥.  Ayres  of  Harriman,  Tenn.  says  he  was  known 
as  "Parson  Jack".  Mr*  Hanes  Ayres  said  that  Rev.  John  Ayres  was  said  to 
have  married  and  huried  more  people  than  any  other  preacher  who  ever  lived 
in  Buckingham  Co.,  where  he  lived  and  died.  If  he  married  and  huried  only 
his  own  kin,  he  would  have  heen  kept  husy,  with  prohahly  very  few  fees 
attached  to  the  service. 

Mrs.  Judith  Daniel  Driscoll,  Moorman’s  River,  Va.,  said  in 
letter  to  the  compiler  dated  Feh,  l6,  1923;  "My  grandfather.  Rev.  John 
Ayres,  married  twice  Before  he  was  21.  His  first  wife  lived  only  a  short 
time.  His  last  wife,  Elizabeth  Bransford,  had  seven  children". 

John  Ayres  (Nathan,  Matthias),  first  appears  on  the  land  tax  lists 
for  Buckingham  in  l803,  with  227  acres  of  land;  in  l8ll  it  is  277  a;  in 
l8l6  he  reports  6l7  a.  on  Slate  River  and  in  the  latter  year  his  personal 
property  list  was  10  slaves,  5  horses,  2  poll. 

The  census  of  l8l0  for  Buckin^am  Co,,  at  which  time  he  was  38  years 
of  age,  shows  him  as  "John  Ayres,  Jr.",  with  2  males  between  10  and  16,  1 
male  26  to  45,  3  females  under  10,  1  female  10  to  16,  1  female  16  to  26, 

11  slaves. 

Miss  Nannie  Sue  Ayres,  of  Dlllwyn,  Buckingham  Co,  descendant  of  John 
Ayres  (Matthias),  wrote  in  I92O,  "John  Ayres,  the  Methodist  preacher,  is 
buried  about  two  miles  from  where  I  live" ,  She  lived  four  miles  from 
Dillwyn,  on  part  of  the  original  grant  of  land  to  Matthias  Ayres  1st. 

I  am  indebted  to  various  descendants  for  information  concerning  the 
family  of  Rev.  John  Ayres;  Mr.  John  M.  Hill,  of  Dresden,  Term.,  Mr.  E.  H. 
Ayres,  of  Spring  Hill,  Term.,  and  various  others. 

In  "Memorials  of  Methodism"  by  ¥.  W.  Bennett,  he  says:  Methodists, 
Baptists  and  Presbyterians  shared  alike  in  the  gracious  outpouring  of 
spirit".  He  is  writing  of  a  revival  in  Bedford  Co,  Va.  and  says:  "The 
preachers  on  the  circuit  were  Richard  Pope,  Christ  S.  Mooring,  assisted 
by  Rev.  John  Ayers,  for  many  years  a  useful  and  hi^ly  esteemed  local 
preacher."  ¥e  are  not  sure  if  our  Rev.  John  Ayres  was  referred  to  here. 

In  fact,  there  was  a  Methodist  preacher  mentioned  in  Bedford  Co.  records 
frequently,  the  name  being  always  spelled  Ayers.  Rev.  John  Ayres  of  Buck¬ 
ingham  seems  to  have  been  a  regularly  ordained  minister  of  the  church,  but 
there  was  some  connection  apparently  between  the  Bedford  and  Buckingham  Co. 
Ayres. 

The  first  wife  of  Rev.  John  Ayres  (Nathan,  Matthias),  was  Miss  Ama- 
lette.  They  had  one  child,  Betsy  Ayres.  John  Ayres  married  second  on 
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Aug.  15,  1793  (and  he  "was  21),  Elizaheth  Bransford,  vho  was  hom  Chester¬ 
field  Co.  Va.,  May  30,  1772.  They  had  ten  children. 

There  seems  to  have  heen  some  connection  "between  the  Bransford  and 
Amonette  families.  In  the  Douglas  Register  we  find  record  of  the  marri¬ 
age  of  John  Bransford  to  Judith  Qminet,  on  April  13,  1767*  Some  of  the 
descendants  of  John  Ayres  say  his  first  wlfe^s  name  was  Amonett,  others 
insist  it  was  Amalette. 

In  Wm.  &  Mary  Qpar.  (2),  8:3^,  ve  find  an  account  of  the  Bransford 
family,  hy  Edward  S.  LeM's:  "John  Bransford,  of  Richmond,  "Va.,  first  of 
the  name  on  record  in  America,  died  1768.  John  married  Judith  Amonette. 
He  had  eight  sons.  He  went  to  Buckingham  Co." 

Mr.  John  M.  Hill  tiansmitted  the  following  Bransford  and  Moseley 
information  to  the  compiler.  He  said  that  he  received  the  data  frcm  Miss 
Mattie  Brooks,  Penlan,  "Va.  She,  in  turn,  had  received  it  from  Miss  Annie 
Moseley,  of  Danville,  Ya: 

John  Bransford  md  1st  Saiah  Easter.  Their  children  were  Mary  Brans¬ 
ford  h  about  1756,  md  Robert  Moseley,  son  of  Robt,  Moseley  of  Powhatan 
Co.  Ya.  William  Bransford  (son  of  John  and  Sarah  Easter)  md  Patsy  Mose¬ 
ley,  b  1761,  dau.  of  Robt.  Moseley  of  Powhatan  Co.  and  sister  to  Robert 
vho  md  his  sister,  Mary  Bransford.  John  Bransford,  son  of  William  and 
Patsy  Moseley,  md  Elizabeth  Marshall,  sister  of  Chief  Justice  John  Mar¬ 
shall.  They  had  ch.  named  John  Marshall  Bransford,  William  Bransford  and 
Martha  Bransford.  Abraham  Bransford,  son  of  John  Bransford  and  his  2nd 
wife,  name  unknown,  was  b  in  Buckin^am  Co.  Ya.,  Dec.  15,  I78O,  and  md 
first  Judith  Palmore,  second  Elizabeth  Ayres.  He  is  said  to  have  moved 
to  Alabama.  We  cannot  place  this  Elizabeth  Ayres. 

1.  Betsy  Ayres,  daughter  of  Rev.  John  and  his  first  wife.  Miss  Ana- 
lette,  md  Edward  Chambers  and  moved  to  Red  River  Co.  Texas.  q..v. 

The  children  of  Rev.  John  and  Elizabeth  (Bransford)  Ayres  were; 


1. 

John  Bransford  Ayres 

6. 

Martha  Ayres 

2. 

Nathan  "W"  Ayres 

7. 

Elizabeth  Ayres 

3. 

Judith  Leake  Ayres 

8. 

Elijah  Ayres 

4. 

Samuel  Ayres 

9. 

Owen  Milton  Ayres 

5. 

Mary  Hale  Ayres 

10. 

Matthias  Lqake  Ayres 

It  is  interesting  to  note  the  mention  of  the  Ayres-Chambers  name  in 
earlier  years,  but  if  there  is  any  connection  we  do  not  have  the  "missing 
links".  In  Md.  Hist.  Mag.  l6;279,  we  find  that  Levin  Gale,  Register  for 
Schooner  "Sarah",  John  Ayres,  master,  30  tons  built  in  Somerset  Co.  Md., 
1739*  Owners,  Edward  Chambers,  Robert  Graham,  Aaron  Lynn  and  Levin  Gale. 
Dec.  19,  1739. 

A  few  scattered  notes  made  from  time  to  time  in  Ayres  research  are 


copied  here;  In  Armstrong's  2^00  Tennessee  Pensioners  in  Wars  of  Revolu¬ 
tion  and  1812,  "we  find  "John  Chambers,  aged  8l  in  I832.  He  served  in  Va. 
Line  and  rew  pension  in  Carroll  Co.  In  l840  census  he  lived  vith  Wilson 
Chambers" . 

We  are  indebted  to  Miss  Florence  Holman,  of  Fulton,  I^.,  and  Mr.  John 
M.  Hill  of  Dresden,  Tenn.  for  much  of  the  Chambers-Hunt-Allen  data.  Capt. 
John  Chambers  md  Martha  Allen,  dau.  of  George  Hunt  and  Mary  (Ballard)  Allen. 
William  Hunt,  Sr.,  b  1599^  <3.  Hov.  11,  16t6  in  Va.  His  son,  William  Hunt, 

Jr.,  md  Tabitha _  .  Their  dau^ter,  Mary  Hunt,  md  1st  Robert  Minge  and 

had  children.  She  md  2nd,  about  1726,  William  Allen.  George  Hunt  Allen, 
son  of  William  and  Mary  (Hunt)  Minge  Allen,  ■was  b  Apr.  10,  1734,  md  Maiy 
Ballard  in  1756.  They  had  nine  children  as  follows; 

1.  Elizabeth  Allen,  b  1758:-md  Cathrell 

2.  Mary  Allen,  b  I76O  md  Glover 

3.  Martha  Allen,  b  I763  md  Capt.  John  Chambers  b  I76O  d  I817.  He 
served  in  the  Revolution  and  they  had  one  son,  Ed-ward  Chambers.  (See  Va. 
in  the  Revolution,  Gwathmey. ) 

4.  Annie  Allen,  b  I765 

5.  John  Allen,  b  I767,  md  Elizabeth  Biggs 

6 .  Sarah  Allen 

7.  William  Ballard  Allen,  b  1771^  nid  Haney  Chambers 

8.  Judith  Allen,  b  1773  William  Winfrey 

9.  Lucy  Hunt  Allen,  md  Bagby 

Edward  Chambers,  son  of  Capt.  John  Chambers  and  wife,  Martha  Allen, 

■was  b  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Hov.  9^  1787^  d  Cat  on.  Red  River  Co.,  Texas. 

He  md  Elizabeth  Ayres,  dau.  of  Rev.  John  and  his  first  wife.  Miss  Ama- 
lette.  Their  son,  John  Ayres  Chambers  md  Lucy  Ann  Allen,  his  second 
cousin,  John  Ayres  Chambers,  son  of  Edward  and  Elizabeth  (Ayres)  Chambers 
was  b  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Oct.  20,  l8l2,  d  Red  River  Co.  Texas,  April  3; 
1875.  He  md  on  Dec,  11,  1834,  Lucy  Ann  Allen,  dau.  of  William  Ballard 
and  Nancy  (Chambers)  Allen.  She  was  b  Buckin^am  Co.,  Aug,  5^  I817  and 
d  in  Texas  Aug,  13,  I878.  John  Ayres  and  Lucy  Ann  (Allen)  Chambers  had 
eleven  children,  as  follows; 

1.  Ann  Elizabeth  Chambers,  dau.  of  John  Ayres  and  Lucy  (Allen)  Cham¬ 
bers,  was  b  Nov.  12,  1835^  <3  unm.  aged  I8; 

2.  Bede  Allen  Chambers,  b  Jan.  20,  I838,  d  Nov.  I8, 

3-.  Nancy  Allen  Chambers,  b  Mar.  22,  l84l; 

4,  Mary  Susan  Chambers,  dau,  of  John  Ayres  and  Lucy  (Allen)  Chambers 
was  b  July  17,  1843.  She  md  in  I865,  James  Henry  Caton,  who  was  b  in 
Henry  Co.  Tenn.,  Nov.  I5,  1838,  son  of  Thomas  Shelton  and  Roxana  (Butler) 
Caton.  They  had  three  children;  1.  John  Ayres  Caton;  2.  Thomas  Shelton 
Caton;  3.'-  James  Henry  Caton,  Jr.  John  Ayres  Caton  md  Harriett  Parks  and 
had  three  children,  James  Shelton  Caton,  Parks  Chambers  Caton  and  Norman 
Caton,  Thomas  Shelton  Caton  md  Ada  Caldwell,  They  had  -two  children, 
Catherine  Lucille  Caton,  md  Thos.  Darrenau;  Thomas  Wayne  Caton  md  Flora 
Malone.  James  Henry  Caton,  Jr,  md  (l)  Annie  Whitener,  (2)  Jessie  Talbot. 


One  daughter,  Nell  Caton,  md  Richard  Murray. 

5.  Martha  Samuel  Chambers,  dau.  of  John  Ayres  &  Lucy  (Allen)  Cham¬ 

bers  "Was  b  in  Tennessee,  March  17,  l846.  She  md  William  Henry  Somerville 
and  had  five  children:  1,  Lucy  Somerville,  -unm.  2.  John  Wm.  Somer¬ 

ville,  md  Overa  (Wilson)  Coleman,  -widow.  No  children.  3*  Henry  Cham¬ 
bers  Somerville  md  Rosalia  Hart  and  had  ten  children,  Margaret,  Henry  Lee, 
Annie,  Rose,  Mary,  Grace,  Lucy,  John,  Rachel  and  Jean.  4.  Mary  Somer¬ 
ville  md  Beauregard  Garrison.  No  children.  5*  Susan  Somerville,  no 
information. 

6.  Sarah  Ed-ward  Chambers,  dau.  of  John  Ayres  and  Lucy  (Allen  Cham¬ 
bers  -was  b  in  Henry  Co.  Tenn.,  May  5^  l848.  She  md  Richard  Robbins  and 
had  a  dau.  Sarah  Richard  Robbins  who  md  (l)  Benjamin  Rainey  and  had  three 
children:  1.  Clement  Rainey  md  Marjorie  Cassel,  2.  Richard  Rainey  md 
Irene  Brazzell,  3*  David  Rainey  md  Roberta  Miller.  Sarah  Ed-ward  (Cham¬ 
bers)  Robbins  md  2nd  Henry  Clement. 

7.  John  Chambers,  b  and  d  same  day. 

8.  Alvin  Clopton  Chambers  b  and  d  I85O. 

9.  Edward  Sutton  Chambers,  son  of  John  Ayres  and  Lucy  (Allen)  Cham¬ 
bers  -was  b  in  Henry  Co.  Term.,  Sept.  6,  I85O,  d  at  Clarksville,  Texas, 

Feb.  4,  1921.  He  was  md  at  Clarksville,  Texas  (l)  on  April  2,  1874  to 
Susan  Bell  Van  Dyke,  who  -was  b  in  Red  River  Co.  Texas  I857  amd  d  Nov.  5^ 
1896.  She  was  dau.  of  Capt.  Lambert  Duncan  and  Adelia  (West)  Van  Dyke. 
They  had  four  children:  1.  Ed-ward  Sutton  Chambers,  b  Feb.  22,  1875^ 

2.  Charles  McClellan  Chambers,  b  Sept.  30,  1877^  3-  Mamie  Belle  .Cham¬ 
bers,  b  Jan.  10,  1883  md  James  Clark,  Jr.,  and  had  son  James,  4.  Nine 
Elise  Chambers,  b  Jan.  29,  I89O  md  her  cousin,  Ernest  Collins. 

9.  Ed-wsETd  Sutton  Chambers  md  (2)  on  Oct.  6,  I898,  Gipsie  Leigh 
(Booker)  West,  -widow  of  J.  E.  West.  She  was  b  Apr.  l4,  1875 ^  dau.  of 
David  Efford  and  Elizabeth  (Moore)  Booker.  She  had  a  son,  Ed-ward  West, 
by  her  first  husband.  Ed-ward  Chambers  and  she  had  two  children:  1  - 
Efford  Booker  Chambers,  b  Aug.  I3,  1899^  2.  Lucy  Atrelle  Chambers,  b 
Aug.  20,  1908,  md  J.  N.  Krohne  on  Oct.  l4,  I9II. 

Edward  Sutton  Chambers,  son  of  Ed-ward  Sutton  and  Susan  Belle  (Van 
Dyke)  Chambers,  -was  b  at  Clarksville,  Texas,  Feb.  22,  1875*  He  married 
there  on  Oct.  6,  I9OI,  Lottie  Story  and  had  three  children:  1.  Ed-ward 
Sutton  Chambers,  2.  James  Nowlin  Chambers,  3*  William  Peyton  Chambers 
(the  latter  t-wins.)  Edward  Sutton  Chambers  md  Nancy  Huff.  Two  children 
-  Dorothy,  and  Maxine.  James  Nowlin  Chambers  md  Imogens  Denison  and  had 
children.  William  Peyton  Chambers,  no  information. 

Charles  McClellan  Chambers,  son  of  Ed-ward  Sutton  and  Susan  Bell 
(Van  Dyke)  Chambers,  b  at  Clarksville,  Texas,  Sept.  20,  1877^  d  Mar.  I3, 
1893^  md  Nov.  12,  1902,  May  Agnes  Johnson,  dau.  of  John  and  Del  la  John¬ 
son.  No  children. 

Mamie  Belle  Chambers,  dau.  of  Edwafd  Sutton  and  Susan  Belle  (Van 
Dyke)  Chambers,  b  at  Clarksville,  Texas,  Jan.  10,  I883.  She  md  there  on 
Apr.  26,  1905,  James  Clark,  b  at  Clarksville,  Oct.  I3,  I88I,  son  of  Capt. 
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James  and  Mary  Malvina  (Gaffney)  Clark.  One  child^  James  Clark,  b 
Oct.  20,  1906,  md  Nov.  27,  1935  to  Lelia  Byerly  Bonham,  dau.  of 
Edwin  and  Lelia  Fitzhugh  (Byerly)  Bonham. 

Nina  Elsie  Chambers,  dau.  of  Edward  Sutton  and  Susan  Belle  (Van 
Dyke)  Chambers,  b  at  Clarksville,  Texas,  Jan.  29,  I89O,  md  on  Jan. 

1909,  her  cousin,  John  Ernest  Collins,  son  of  Thos.  and  Lucy  Alice 
(Chambers)  Collins.  They  had  three  children:  1.  Ernest  Sutton  Collins, 
b  Dec,  1,  1909,  2.  Thos.  Linden  Collins,  b  Nov.  26,  191^^  ^  July  1,  I916, 

3.  Ruth  Elise  Collins,  b  Sept.  2,  191T» 

Efford  Booker  Chambers,  son  of  Edward  Sutton  and  Gipsie  Leigh 
(Booker)  Chambers,  was  b  at  Clarksville,  Texas,  Aug.  13,  1899*  He  md 
at  San  Antonio,  Texas,  Gladys  Nelms.  One  child,  Edgar  McClellan  Chambers. 

Lucy  Atrelle  Chambers,  dau.  of  Edward  Sutton  and  Gipsie  Leigh  (Booker) 
Chambers  was  b  at  Clarksville,  Texas,  Aug.  20,  I908.  She  md  at  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  James  N.  Krohne.  One  child,  Elizabeth  Ayres  Krohne,  b  Oct.  193^* 

Lucy  Alice  Chambers,  dau.  of  John  Ayres  and  Lucy  Ann  (Allen)  Chambers, 
was  b  1854.  She  md  Thomas  Collins.  They  had  three  children: 

1.  John  Ernest  Collins  md  his  cousin,  Nina  Elise  Chambers. 

2.  Maud  Collins  md  Thomas  Dooling  and  had  one  child,  Mary  Hazel 
Dooling, 

3.  Florence  Hazel  Collins,  md  J*  C,  Hart. 

11.  David  Ayres  Chambers,  son  of  John  Ayres  and  Lucy  Ann  (Allen)  Cham¬ 
bers  was  b  in  Red  River  Co.  Texas,  Jan.  7;  1862.  He  md  (l)  Eda  Allison, 
dau,  of  Capt.  John  and  Susan  Allison.  They  had  two  children:  1.  Clifton 
Ayres  Chambers.  2.  David  Cheatham  Chambers,  David  Ayres  Chambers  md  sec¬ 
ond  Mrs,  Jessie  R,  Richardson.  Clifton  Ayres  Chambers  md  Eva  Staith,  dau. 
of  Capt,  F*  M^  and  Elizabeth  (Smily)  Smith.  Their  children  are  Elizabeth, 
David  and  Clifton  Ayres  Chambers.  David  Cheatham  Chambers  md  Oma  Holloway, 
dau  of  Walter  and  Clara  Holloway.  Their  children  are  David  and  Claireda. 

The  preceding  information  concerning  the  Chambers -Ayres  descendants 
was  contributed  largely  by  Mr,  John  M.  Hill,  who  got  it  from  David  Ayres 
Chambers,  and  a  part  of  it  is  copied  from  the  old  family  Bible  of  his 
grandfather  Allen,  Mr,  D*  A,  Chambers  stated  that  all  of  the  children  of 
John  Ayres  and  Lucy  Ann  (Allen)  Chambers,  except  himself  were  bom  in  Henry 
Co.  Tenn. 


1.  John  Bransford  Ayres,  the  second  child  of  Rev.  John  Ayres  (Nathan, 
Matthias)  and  the  first  child  of  his  second  wife,  Elizabeth  Bransford  Ayres, 
was  b  in  Buckln^am  Co.  Va,,  June  11,  179^* 

Mr,  John  M.  Hill  sent  the  copy  of  the  Bible  records  of  the  family. 

The  Bible  is  owned  by  Mrs.  Emma  V.  Brooks,  Fenian,  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.  (See 
Bible  Records.) 
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John  B.  Ayres  was  Lieut.  Col.  of  the  2^1- th  Buckingham  Co.  Militia, 

War  1812.  (See  Woodsons  and  their  connections;  Wm.  &  Mary  Quar.  (l)  12; 
193.  Col.  Ayres  was  md  first  on  Dec.  h,  1816  to  Maria  Ford,  dau.  of 
Capt.  Boaz  Ford.  She  was  h  May  23,  I79T  and  d  Mar.  11,  18IO.  He  d  May 
24,  1859.  The  date  of  Marla  (Ford)  Ayres'  death  is  wrong  as  given,  as 
she  was  only  I3  years  of  age  in  181O,  and  could  not  have  had  the  follow¬ 
ing  five  children,  which  are  reported  as  the  children  of  Col.  John  B.  and 
his  first  wife,  Maria  Ford,  said  to  have  Been  a  descendant  of  Pocohontas. 

1.  Elizabeth  Hanna  Ayres  4.  Samuel  Ford  Ayres 

2.  Albert  B.  Ayres  5.  Mariah  Ann  Ayres 

3.  John  William  Ayres 

The  second  wife  of  Col..  John  B.  Ayres  (Rev.  John,  Nathan,  Matthias), 
was  Mary  Marshall  Moseley,  dau  of  Spotsford  Lewis  Moseley.  They  were 
married  on  March  24,  I832,  and  had  ei^t  children: 


1. 

Mary  Frances  Ayres 

5. 

Edwin  M.  Ayres 

2. 

Susanna  Ayres 

6. 

Lewis  Spotsford  Ayres 

3. 

Nathan  W.  Ayres 

7. 

Emmeline  M.  Ayres 

4. 

Robert  M.  Ayres 

8. 

Nancy  L.  Ayres 

Lewis  Spotsford  Moseley,  father  of  Mary  Marshall  Moseley,  married 
Marshall.  He  had  two  brothers,  Edward  or  Edmond  Moseley,  and  William. 

One  of  them  md  a  Miss  Marshall,  sister  of  Mary,  who  md  Lewis  Spotsford 
Moseley.  Lewis  S.  Moseley  had  a  sister,  Betty  Marshall,  who  md  Miletus 
Brown.  All  of  the  children  of  Spotsford  L.  and  Mary  (Marshall)  Moseley, 
were  born  in  Powhatan  Co.  Va.  Mary  Marshall  Moseley,  second  wife  of  Col. 
John  B.  Ayres,  had  a  sister,  Fannie  Moseley,  who  md  Ambrose  Ford,  and  a 
sister,  Permelia  Moseley,  who  md  Benjamin  Hooper.  All  three  of  these 
Moseley  sisters  had  descendants  of  Ayres  blood.  Some  of  the  descendants 
claim  that  the  name  was  Lewis  Spotswood  Moseley,  others  say  it  was  Spots¬ 
ford.  It  has  been  given  to  this  compiler  with  both  spellings. 

Herewith  is  copied  the  abstract  of  will  of  Samuel  Ford  (179O-I816) 
son  of  Boaz  and  Hannah  Ford.  Boaz  Ford  was  son  of  Jacques  Ford  and  was 
b  Jime  2,  1749  (Douglas  Register).  This  will  mentions  sister,  Magdalen 
Maupin,  land  in  Missouri;  Trustees  to  pay  Elizabeth  Ayres,  John  W.  Ayres 
and  Mariah  Chambers,  children  of  my  deceased  sister,  Mariah  Ayres,  etc. 
Albert  B.  Ayres  shall  not  take  or  enjoy  any  part  of  my  estate.  Nephew, 
Addison  J.  Ford,  Ambrose  Ford,  sons  of  my  brother  Ambrose. 

1.  Elizabeth  Hannah  Ayres,  dau.  of  Col.  John  B.  and  Maria  (Ford) 
Ayres  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Oct.  I8,  I817,  and  md  Dr.  Robert  Hales 
Ayres,  son  of  Peter  Leake  and  Elinor  (Holman)  Ayres,  He  is  said  to  have 
outlived  his  wife  and  chidren  and  died  near  Eldridge  Mills,  Va.,  after 

1888. 


The  children  of  Dr.  Robert  Hales  and  Elizabeth  Hannah  (Ayres)  Ayres 

were: 
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1.  William  Burette  Ayres^  died  Dec.  'J ,  l840; 

2.  Leroy  T.  Ayres,  died  July  19,  1852; 

3.  Soulle  Ayres,  died  1856; 

4.  Mary  C.  Ayres,  died  Oct.  I889. 

2.  Albert  B.  Ayres  (Col.  Jno.,  Rev.  Jno.,  Nathan,  Matthias),  son  of 
Col.  Jno.  B.  and  Maria  (Ford)  Ayres,  ‘was  h  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Dec.  4, 
1819.  He  vas  md  .  in  Ohio  on  Sept.  13,  1855  to  Mary  C.  Billerheck,  who  was 
h  Oct.  28,  1835*  He  d  Oct.  1,  1856.  They  had  one  son,  Albert  Clarence 
Ayres,  b  June  23,  I856. 

3.  John  William  Ayres,  son  of  Col.  Jno.  B.  and  Maria  (Ford)  Ayres  was 
b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  June  l4,  1822  and  died  Oct.  1847.  He  md  Eliza 
Williams  of  Cincinnati  on  May  29,  1845.  She  was  b  in  Uniontown  Pa.,  Nov. 

18,  1824  and  died  Oct.  21,  l846.  They  had  one  son,  John  Bouvier  Ayres,  b 
July  IT,  1846. 

4.  Samuel  Ford  Ayres,  son  of  Col.  Jno  B.  and  Maria  (Ford)  Ayres  was 
b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Jan.  l4,  I826  and  d  July  1,  183O. 

5.  Maria  Ann  Ayres,  dau.  of  Col.  Jolm  B.  and  Maria  (Ford)  Ayres,  was 
b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Apr.  30,  I828.  She  md  John  Wilmerton  Chambers, 
who  was  b  Aug.  27,  I815,  d  Dec.  25,  1877*  Mrs.  Chambers  died  at  the  home 
of  Samuel  Ayres  Chambers,  and  was  buried  in  the  family  cemetery,  north  of 
Shady  Grove,  Obion  Co.,  Tenn.,  May  16,  I902. 

Mr.  John  M.  Hill  says  in  letter  dated  Sept.  21,  1936,  that  John  Wilmer¬ 
ton  Chambers  was  a  son  of  George  Chambers  and  Nancy  Wilmerton;  that  George 
Chambers  was  the  son  of  John  Chambers,  (176O-I817)  and  his  wife,  Martha 
Allen,  b  June  22,  I763,  d  I805.  Martha  Allen  was  the  dau.  of  George  Hunt 
Allen,  b  Apr.  10,  173^^  and  Mary  Ballard,  b  Nov.  22,  1756.  George  Hunt 
Allen  was  the  son  of  William  Allen,  who  was  granted  land  in  Virginia  in 
1740.  Mr. Hill  says:  *'A11  this  has  come  from  one  of  my  Hill  cousins  out 
in  West  Va.,  who  is  also  an  Allen  descendant." 


The  children  of  John  Wilmerton  and  Maria  Aim  (Ayres)  Chambers  were; 


1.  John  Burette  Chambers 

2.  Mary  Elizabeth  Chambers 

3.  Willis  Chambers 

4.  Martha  Holman  Chambers 

5 .  Delia  May  Chambers 


6 .  Edward  Chambers 

7.  James  Forrest  Chambers 

8.  Malcolm  Lee  Chambers 

9.  Samuel  Ayres  Chambers 

10.  Lorenzo  Bennett  Chambers 


1.  John  Burette  Chambers  b  July  4,  l846,  md  Sadie  Fry.  Their  children 

were:  John  Malcolm  Chambers  md  _ ^Hughes;  one  child,  Mary  Hughes  Chambers. 

They  live  in  Fulton,  Ky.  2.  Kathleen  Chambers  md  Mr.  Chitwood,  Fulton,  Ky. 


2.  Mary  Elizabeth  Chambers,  dau.  of  John  W.  and  Maria  Ann  (Ayres) 
Chambers,  was  b  June  28,  l848.  She  md  James  Reed.  They  had  a  dau.,  Alma 
Reed,  md  Mr.  Brann,  Mary  S.  Brarm  and  Willis  Brann,  who  md  Alma  _  and 
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have  a  dau.  ■who  md  W.  L.  Garver,  and  they  have  a  dau.  Lucile.  Mattie 
May  Reed  md  Mr.  West.  She  d  Oct.  31^  1926.  There  "was  also  a  dau.  who 
d  in  childhood.  They  lived  near  Fulton^  Ky. 

3*  Willis  Chamhers,  son  of  Jno.  W.  and  Mfeiria  Ann  (Ayres)  Chambers 
■was  h  July  27^  1850^  d  Aug.  l6,  1933*  He  ■was  a  merchant  in  Martin,  Tenn. 
for  many  years.  He  is  "buried  at  Geurdner,  Tenn.  His  first  “wife  'was  Mary 
Louise  McMurry,  of  Gardner,  Tenn.,  dau,  of  Hosea  Wilson  and  Elizabeth 
(Yater)  McMurry.  They  had  four  children, 

1.  Clarence  Chambers,  h  Mar.  25,  l880; 

2.  Bessie  Lee  Chambers,  b  Mar.  25,  1885^  d  July  30,  I885; 

3.  Christine  Chambers,  b  Apr.  8,  188T^  d  I889J 
Bernice  Chambers,  b  Aug.  23,  I889,  d  Apr.  4,  1925; 

3t  Willis  Chambers  md  second,  Claire  McMurry,  sister  of  his  first 
wife  and  sister  also  of  Nancy  Ann  McMurry  who  md  Henry  Leake  Hill.  Wil¬ 
lis  Chambers  and  his  2nd  wife,  Claire  (McMurry)  Chambers,  m  Jan,  8,  I9OO 
at  Martin,  Tenn.  (Their  child,  Matty  Ayres  Chambers  ■was  b  I9OO) .  Matty 
Ayres  Chambers  md  Henry  Candler  Loden,  and  lives  in  Atlanta,  No  children. 

4.  Bernice  Chambers,  dau.  of  Willis  and  Mary  Louise  (McMurry)  Cham¬ 
bers  ■was  b  Aug.  23,  1889,  at  Martin,  Tenn.  and  md  Albert  Pierce  Jernigan. 
She  had  the  following  children: 

1.  Mary  Christine  Jernigan,  b  Oct.  12,  I909  md  Kelso  Rush. 

They  have  a  dau,  Patricia  Rush. 

2.  Thelma  Irene  Jernigan,  b  Sept.  2,  1911^  md  Paul  Rhodes. 

She  d  June  10,  1931 • 

3.  Ma'urine  Jernigan,  b  Jan.  28,  1914,  md  Robert  Bohling,  and 
they  have  a  dau,  Doris  Bohling. 

4.  Bernice  Iona  Jernigan  -was  b  Dec.  28,  I916  and  md  DeWitt 

Whitten, 

5.  Albert  Pierce  Jernigan,  Jr.,  ■was  b  Apr.  23,  1919 • 

4.  Martha  Holman  Chambers,  dau  of  John  W.  and  Maria  Ann  (Ayres) 
Chambers,  -was  b  May  S,  l853»  She  md  William  Leake  Ayres,  son  of  Matthias 
Leake  and  Martha  R,  (Hanes)  Ayres.  They  had  a  son,  Leake  Ayres,  of  Gates- 
vllle,  Texas,  a  dau,  Corinne  Ayres,  who  md  Ho^ward  Compton,  and  a  son. 

Dr.  John  Chambers  Ayres,  of  Meinphis.  The  descendants  of  William  Leake 
and  Martha  Holman  (Ayres)  are  given  more  fully  under  Matthias  Leake  Ayres. 

5.  Lelia  May  Chambers,  dau  of  John  W.  and  Maria  Ann  (Ayres)  Chambers 
was  b  Feb.  23,  I85T0  She  md  Samuel  Taylor  Greene.  They  lived  in  Dallas, 
Texas  and  had  five  children.  She  d  Nov.  1930. 

1.  Buret^ba  Greene  4.  Ed^ward  Greene 

2 .  Samuel  Greene  5 •  Opal  Greene 

3.  Polly  md  Mr.  Wright.  They  have  one  son. 
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6.  Edward  Chambers^  son  of  John  W.  and  Maria  Ann  (Ayres)  Chambers^ 
died  yoimg^  in  Texas.  Born  Mar.  G,  l86l;  d  Oct.  13;  l886, 

T.  James  Forrest  Chambers;  son  of  John  W.  and  Maria  Ann  (Ayres) 
Chambers;  was  b  Feb.  9^  1863.  He  md  Mattie  Adams.  He  d  Sept.  8;  1930. 

Their  children  were; 

1.  Ellen  Pearl  Chambers  md  Jos,  Hickman.  Three  children: 

1.  Robert  Howard  Hickman;  2.  Lawrence  Ayres  Hickman;  3»  Martha 
Virginia  Hickman, 

2.  Mary  Lucille  Chambers  md  (l)  Clyde  Joyner;  (2)  Forney  E.  Arnn. 

3.  William  Adams  Chambers. 

4.  John  Allen  Chambers;  b  Jan.  12;  1893;  d  Nov.  7^  l89T* 

8.  Malcolm  Chambers;  son  of  John  ¥.  and  Marla  Ann  (Ayres)  Chambers 
d  young;  at  Union  City;  Tenn.  He  was  b  Oct,  11;  1865;  d  Oct.  6,  l884. 

9.  Samuel  Ayres  Chambers;  son  of  John  and  Maria  Ann  (Ayres)  Cham¬ 
bers  was  b  July  1,  I869.  He  was  md  on  June  6;  I9OO  to  Sallie  Sedgwick;  who 
was  b  ¥acO;  Texas,  Sept.  16;  1879*  They  lived  at  Abilene; Texas  and  had 
four  children;  all  lived  in  Abilene;  as  follows; 

1.  Ruth  Chambers;  b  Mar.  13;  I9OI;  md  Wallace  Cox  and  lived  in 
Haskell;  Texas; 

2.  Annie  Bess  Chambers;  b  Sept.  28;  1903; 

3.  Dolly  Louise  Chambers;  b  Oct,  8;  I906; 

4.  Samuel  Ayres  Chambers;  Jr.;  b  March  9^  1914. 

10.  Lorenzo  Bennett  Chambers,  son  of  John  ¥.  and  Maria  Ann  (Ayres) 
Chambers  md  Nona  Crisman  of  Texas.  They  had  on  dau,  Catherine  Chambers. 

He  was  b  June  18,  I87I. 

6.  Mary  Frances  Ayres  was  the  sixth  child  of  Col.  John  B.  Ayres  and 
the  first  child  of  his  second  wife,  Mary  Marshall  (Moseley)  Ayres.  She  was 
b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va,,  Feb.  24,  1833  and  d  Aug,  1855* 

7.  Susannah  Ayres,  dau  of  Col.  John  B.  and  Mary  Marshall  (Moseley) 
AyreS;  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.,  July  28,  1835  and  md  there  on  Sept.  13, 

1855  to  Robert  Henry  Hill,  son  of  Hull  C.  and  Nancy  Broaddus  (Montague) 

Hill.  She  was  the  dau  of  Thomas  Montague  of  Cumberland  Co.  Va.  They  moved 
to  Obion  Co.  Tenn.  in  the  fall  of  1866.  Robert  Henry  Hill  was  b  Aug.  30, 
1823  and  d  Nov.  18,  I885.  She  d  Mar.  3I;  1909^  at  Union  City,  Tenn.  The 
children  of  Robert  Henry  and  Susannah  (Ayres)  Hill  were  as  follows: 

1.  Henry  Leake  Hill  2.  Lewis  Spotsford  Hill 

2.  John  Ayres  Hill  3-  Lillie  Hill 

1.  Henry  Leake  Hill  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  July  28,  I856.  He 
went  to  Obion  Co.  Tenn.  with  his  parents  in  the  fall  of  I866.  As  a  yoimg 
man  he  engaged  in  the  manufacture  of  lumber  and  operated  saw  mills  in  sev¬ 
eral  localities.  He  md  on  Oct.  23,  1878;  Nancy  Ann  McMurry,  dau  of  Hosea 


Wilson  and  Elizabeth  (Yater)  McMurry.  She  was  a  sister  of  Mary  Elizabeth 
and  Claire  McMnrry,  first  and  second  wives^  respectively,  of  Willis  Cham¬ 
bers,  son  of  John  W.  and  Maria  Ann  (Ayres)  Chambers. 

In  1855  Henry  Leake  Hill  moved  to  Dresden,  Weakley  Co.,Tenn.,  where 
he  continued  in  the  limiber  business.  He  served  as  Justice  of  the  Peace 
for  many  years  and  later  became  Deputy  County  Clerk.  He  served  as  Judge 
of  the  County  Court  of  Weakley  Co.  I902-I9IO  and  again  I918-I926.  He  died 
in  the  Protestant  Hospital,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Oct.  25,  1933 ^  and  is  buried 
in  Dresden  cemetery.  His  wife  died  Feb.  1,  193^,  in  Nashville. 

The  children  of  Henry  Leake  and  Nancy  Ann  (McMurry)  Hill  are  as 
follows: 


1.  Henry  Hill,  b  Aug.  28,  18T9,  died  Aug.  28,  I885; 

2.  John  McMurry  Hill,  born  Sept.  3^  I887; 

3.  Albert  Sidney  Hill,  born  Nov.  9;  I892. 

2.  John  McMiorry  Hill,  b  Sept.  3^  I887,  at  Dresden,  Tenn.,  is  un¬ 
married.  He  was  educated  in  public  and  private  schools:  Vanderbilt  Univ. 
(A*B.  1908,  AJAm  1910);  University  of  Wisconsin  (PHD  I912);  University  of 
Madrid  (1914-1915) j  University  of  Paris,  Sorbonne  (1915-I918).  He  is  now 
Professor  of  Spanish,  Indiana  University,  Bloomington,  Indiana,  and  the 
compiler  is  indebted  to  him  for  all  of  the  data  concerning  the  descendants 
of  Susannah  (Ayres)  Hill,  and  much  more  data  of  the  descendants  of  Col. 

John  B,  Ayres  and  his  father.  Rev.  John  Ayres. 

3.  Albert  Sidney  Hill,  son  of  Henry  Leakie  and  Nancy  Ann  (McMurry) 
Hill,  was  b  at  Dresden,  Tenn.,  Nov.  9^  I892.  He  was  educated  in  public 
and  private  schools.  Entered  banking  at  an  early  age,  first  in  Dresden, 
Tenn.,  later  in  Nashville.  Enlisted  as  private  in  U*  S*  Army  1917^  and 
was  encamped  at  Greenville,  S*C*  Attended  Officers  Training  School,  San 
Antonio,  Texas,  Embarked  for  France  with  American  Expeditionary  Forces, 
May,  1918,  and  seinred  with  the  same  until  the  end  of  the  War,  entering 
Germany  with  the  Army  of  the  Occupation.  Was  attached  during  the  con¬ 
flict  to  the  30th  Div.  A*E.F*  and  later  to  the  3nd  Div.  Army  of  Occupa¬ 
tion,  stationed  at  Coblenz.  Was  made  2nd  Lieut,  and  advanced  to  1st  Lieut. 

of  Infantry,  and  while  in  command  of  his  company  at  the  battle  of  _ 

was  wounded.  Received  honorable  discharge  at  Camp  Lee.  Returned  to  the 
banking  business.  He  md  Valda  Biggs  McWhorter  on  June  29,  1921,  in  Dres¬ 
den,  Tenn.  They  have  one  daughter,  Nancy  Rebecca  Hill,  b  Dec.  23,  1923* 

He  resides  in  Nashville,  where  he  is  a  member  of  the  firm  Nashville  Securi¬ 
ties  Co. 


2.  John  Ayres  Hill,  son  of  Robert  Henry  and  Susannah  (Ayres)  Hill 
was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Feb.  I7,  1859  and  d  July  3I,  1885.  He  md 
Laura  Nailling,  and  they  had  no  children. 

3.  Lewis  Spotsford  Hill,  son  of  Robert  Henry  and  Susannah  (Ayres) 
Hill  was  b  in  Buckin^am  Co.,  Va.,  Jan.  22,  1866  and  d  I868. 
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4.  Lillie  Hill^  dau  of  Robert  Henry  and  Susannah  (Ayres)  Hill^  was 
b  at  Union  City^  Tenn.^  Oct.  1869;  and  md  on  Jan.  2h,  I9OO  to  Jesse 
Lee  Mosier,  a  leading  member  of  the  Obion  Co.  bar.  He  did  Union  City^  Apr. 

8;  1922.  They  had  one  child^  Mary  Hill  Mosier^  b  Oct.  4;  I9OI  at  Union 
City.  Educated  public  schools;  Agnes  Scott  College;  1920-21;  Vanderbilt 
Univ,;  I92I-I922.  Taught  in  high  schools  of  MaComb;  Miss.;  Waverly^  Term, 
and  Thomasville,  Ga.  Did  special  teacher  training  work  in  Peabody  College 
for  teachers  summer  1924.  Engaged  in  Social  Service  Division  of  Federal 
Relief  Adm.  1935*  Married  C»  J»  Colter. 

3.  Nathan  ¥.  Ayres ;  son  of  Col.  Jno.  B.  and  Mary  Marshall  (Moseley) 
Ayres ;  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.;  Dec.  5;  I836.  He  md  Mary  V.  Harris 
in  December  1867;  and  they  had  one  daU;  Margaret  Ayres,  who  md  Thomas 
Turner,  son  of  John  C.  and  Courtney  (Eldridge)  Turner.  Courtney  Eldridge 
was  the  dau  of  Thomas  Kidder  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Eldridge. 

4.  Robert  Michael,  or  Robert  Marshall  Ayres,  (it  was  given  both  ways 
by  different  branches  of  the  descendants),  son  of  Col.  Jno.  B.  and  Mary 
Marshall  (Moseley)  Ayres,  was  b  in  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.,  June  12,  1838,  He 
md  (1)  on  Oct.  30,  I86I,  India  Clayton.  In  a  letter  dated  Dec.  I8,  I918, 

Mr.  R.  C.  Ayres,  of  Westboro,  Mo.  says:  "My  father  was  Robert  Michael  Ayres. 
He  died  about  I5  years  ago  in  Richmond.  Lewis  and  Nathan,  his  brothers, 
both  died  before  my  father  did.  I  had  two  cousins,  Thomas  and  Jack,  that 
lived  at  Lynchburg,  Va."  In  Va.  Baptist  Historical  Publications,  marriage 
notices  from  the  Religious  Herald,  we  find  that  R*  M»  Ayres  and  Indiana  R. 
Clayton  were  md  by  Rev.  A.  Everett  Owen,  on  Feb.  20,  l862.  The  dates  given 
in  Bible  and  those  in  the  newspaper  do  not  agree.  The  latter  date  must  be 
the  date  of  the  newspaper. 

Robert  Marshall  and  Indiana  R.  (Clayton)  had  three  children,  as  fol¬ 
lows: 


1.  Leila  May  Ayres 

2.  Mary  Eliza  Ayres 

3.  Robert  Clayton  Ayres 


4.  Robert  M,  Ayres  md  (2)  Lucia  Jane  Flood.  He  died  in  Richmond,  Va., 
Sept,  24,  1903.  They  also  had  three  children: 


1.  Hallie  Marshall  Ayres 

2.  John  Edward  Ayres 

3.  Bernard  Lewis  Ayres 


1.  Leila  May  Ayres,  dau  of  Robert  M,  and  India  Clayton,  was  b  in 
Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  May  3I,  l864.  She  md  on  Nov.  2^,  I885,  Charles  Davis, 
son  of  Robert  H.  and  Malinda  Davis.  They  had  eleven  children  as  follows: 


1.  Thurston  Jackson  Davis 

2.  Claire  Davis 

3.  Robert  Luther  Davis 


7.  Jewell  Elgin  Davis 

8.  Mary  India  Davis 

9.  Charles  Marshall  Davis 
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h.  Winnie  May  Davis  10.  Ruby  Pearl  Davis 

5.  Eugene  Clayton  Davis  11.  Lawrence  Ayres  Davis 

6.  Russell  Davis 

1.  Thurston  Jackson  Davis  was  b  in  Buckin^am  Co.^  Oct.  31^  I866. 

He  md  Virginia  Bell  Hess.  He  d  Aug.  17^  1935*  Their  children  were:  1. 
Clyde  Thurston  Davis ^  b  July  l8^  1911;  2.  Thurston  Warren  Davis,  b  March 
17;  191^;  3*  Carl  Richard  Davis,  b  May  I9,  I918;  h.  James  Edward  Davis, 

b  1917. 


2.  Claire  Davis  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Ya.,  Sept.  28,  I887.  He 

md  Edna  Nixon.  They  had  six  children:  1.  Mary  Ernestine  Davis,  b 
Feb.  25,  I92I;  2.  Helen  Leila  Davis,  b  Apr.  I8,  1922;  3*  Edna  Irene 
Davis,  b  May  1,  1924;  4.  Donald  Robert  Davis,  b  July  1,  1926,  d  Sept. 

21,  1926;  5*  Margaret  Lorraine  Davis,  b  Oct.  24,  1927;  6.  Charles  Doug¬ 

las  Davis,  b  March  7;  1929* 

3.  Robert  Luther  Davis  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Apr.  I3,  I89I. 

He  md  on  June  10,  1913;  Josie  Eleanor  Hess,  b  Roanoke,  Va.,  Feb.  8,  I89I. 
They  had  three  children:  1.  Harry  Gray  Davis,  b  Mar.  30,  191^;  2.  Chas. 

Million  Davis,  b  Dec.  l4,  I916;  3*  Virginia  Eleanor  Davis,  b  Aug.  3O; 

1922. 

4.  Winnie  May  Davis  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Jan.  11,  1893* 

She  md  on  May  ly,  1921,  Elbert  McKinHey  Rexrode,  who  was  b  Aug.  3;  I896. 

They  have  a  son,  Elbert  McKinley  Rexrode  II,  b  Sept.  3;  1922. 

5.  Eugene  Clayton  Davis  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.,  Dec.  16,  1895* 

He  md  on  May  15,  1926,  Olga  May  Hewlett,  who  was  b  July  3;  1903*  They 
have  a  child,  Erma  May  Davis,  b  Nov.  3;  1936. 

6.  Russell  Davis  was  b  in  Buckln^am  Co.  Va.,  Dec.  10,  1897;  d 
Feb.  10,  1899. 

7.  Jewell  Davis  was  b  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Dec.  10,  I898.  He  md 
Aug.  15,  1926,  Beatrice  Snoddy. 

8.  Mary  India  Davis,  dau.  of  Chas.  and  Delia  May  (Ayres)  Davis, 
was  b  in  Buckin^am  Co.,  July  6,  I902.  She  is  unmarried. 

9.  Chas.  Marshall  Davis  was  b  in  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.,  July  15;  1904. 

He  md  on  Aug.  23;  1925;  Helen  Gray  Noble,  who  was  b  Nov.  14,  I906.  They 
had  three  children:  1.  Mary  Louise  Davis,  b  Feb.  11,  1927;  2.  Jessie 

Harris  Davis,  b  Sept.  6,  1928;  3*  Delia  May  Davis,  b  Jan.  11,  1933- 

10.  Lawrence  Ayres  Davis  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.,  Sept.  19;  I906. 

unm. 

11.  Ruby  Pearl  Davis  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.,  Dec.  24,  I9IO.  She 

md  on  Oct.  25,  1928,  Bernard  Clayton  Farrish,  who  was  b  in  Buckin^am  Co., 
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J-une  20 j  I903.  They  had  a  dau^  Thelma  Lee  Farrish,  h  Apr.  25^  1930. 


2.  Mary  Eliza  Ayres^  dau  of  Robert  Marshall  and  India:  CClayt on)  Ay:-r 
res,  was  h  in  Buckingham  Co.,  July  1,  1867.  She  md  Oct.  3^  I888,  Stuart 
Driscoll.  They  live  in  Buckingham  Co.  and  had  four  children:  1.  Ethel 
Driscoll;  2.  Rossie  James  Driscoll;  3«  Denine  Driscoll;  4.  Percy  Driscoll. 


3.  Robert  Clayton  Ayres,  son  of  Robt.  Marshall  and  India  Clayton 
Ayres  ms  b  in  Buckingham  Co.,  Self).  I8,  I869.  He  md  Letitia  Umbarger. 

This  is  the  R.  C.  Ayres,  of  Westboro,  Mo.,  whose  letter  to  the  compiler  was 
previously  quoted.  They  had  ten  children. 


4. 


1. 

Minnie  Ayres 

6. 

Arthur  Ayres 

2. 

Pearl  Ayres 

T. 

Herbert  Ayres 

3. 

Gertrude  Ayres 

8. 

Robert  Ayres 

4. 

Ella  Ayres 

9. 

Paul  Ayres 

5. 

Myrtle  Ayres 

10. 

Clayton  Ayres 

Hallie  Marshall  Ayres, 

dau  of  Robert  Marshall  and 

(Flood)  Ayres  ms  b  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Apr.  I9,  1882.  She  md  Aug.  30, 
1911,  Chas.  Henry  Purvis.  They  live  at  Beaverdom,  and  have  four  children; 

1.  Leonard  Arlington  Purvis,  b  Feb.  20,  1912;  2.  Henry  Marshall  Purvis, 
b  Apr.  30,  1914 ;  3*  Burnelle  Virginia  Purvis,  b  July  3^  1920;  4.  Lucy 

Kathryn  Purvis,  b  Oct.  l4,  I921. 


5.  John  Edward  Ayres,  son  of  Robt.  M.  and  Lucy  Flood  Ayres,  was  b 
in  Buckingham  Co.,  Aug.  25,  1855-  He  md  on  May  8,  1911^  Helen  Dinan. 

They  make  their  home  5jii  St.  Louis  and  have  two  children:  1.  John  Thomas 
Marshall  Ayres,  b  July  27,  1914;  2.  Raymond  Joseph  Ayres,  b  Oct,  10,  I921. 

6.  Bernard  Louis  Ayres,  ms  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  May  6,  1888. 

He  md  on  May  I5,  1911^  Margaret  West.  They  live  in  Indianapolis  and  have 
four  children:  1.  Charles  Robert  Ayres,  b  May  1912;  2.  Virginia  Margue¬ 
rite  Ayres,  b  March  I916;  3*  Evelyn  Ayres,  b  June  I918;  4.  Phillis  Mae 
Ayres,  b  Aug.  1924. 

5.  Edwin  M.  Ayres,  son  of  Col.  John  B.  and  Mary  Marshall  (Moseley) 
Ayres  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Apr.  1,  l84o.  He  md  SaJ-lie  J.  Bowen, 
of  Osceola,  Ark. .  They  have  five  children; 

1.  Arthur  Ayres  4.  Sallie  B.  Ayres 

2.  Clay  Ayres  5*  Willis  E.  Ayres 

3 .  Edwin  Ayres 

4.  Sallie  B.  Ayres,  dau  of  Edwin  M.  and  Sallie  (Bowen)  Ayres  md  John 
Hu^  Hook.  He  died  1935*  They  had  one  boy,  b  1917^  and  twins,  a  boy  and  a 
girl,  b  1921. 

5.  Willis  Edmond  Ayres,  son  of  Edmond  Moseley  and  Sallie  J.  (Bowen) 
Ayres,  was  bom  at  Osceola,  Ark.,  Nov.  28,  1876,  died  Nov.  1936,  Memphis, 
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Term.  He  md  Margaret  McNeill,  dau  of  Rebecca  (Metcalf )  McNeill,  of  Mem¬ 
phis.  Mr.  Willis  Ayres  lived  in  Memphis  from  1909  until  the  time  of  his 
death.  He  was  consultant  engineer  for  many  years,  identified  with  ad¬ 
vancement  of  flood  control  and  drainage  work  in  the  mid-south.  He  is 
said  to  have  constructed  some  of  the  largest  drainage  systems  in  Arkansas, 
Mississippi  and  Missouri.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Willis  E.  Ayres  had  three  chil';- 
dren:  1.  William  McNeill  Ayres  md  Mildred  Wilkerson;  2.  Willis  E. 

Ayres,  Jr.  3*  Mary  Margaret  Ayres. 

Edwin  Ayres  (Ned),  son  of  Edwin  M.  and  Sallie  J.  (Bowen)  Ayres  had 
four  children,  two  hoys  and  two  girls,  names  unknown. 

6.  Lewis  Spotsford  Ayres,  son  of  Col.  Jno.  B.  and  ivfary  Marshall 

(Moseley)  Ayres  was  h  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  July  9^  l84l.  He  was  killed 

in  battle  near  Brook  Creek,  Henrico  Co.  Va.,  May  12,  l864, 

7.  Emeline  M.  Ayres,  dau  of  Col.  John  and  Mary  Marshall  (Moseley) 

Ayres  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.,  Jan.  22,  1843,  amd  md  there  on  Aug.  10, 
l864  to  Vincent  R.  Brqbks.  They  had  seven  children: 


1. 

Mary  Susan  Brooks 

5. 

Emma.  V.  Brooks 

2. 

Mattie  Walker  Brooks 

6. 

Elijah  H.  Brooks 

3^ 

4. 

Lizzie  Garland  Brooks 
Sidna  L.  Brooks 

7. 

\  Hettie  May  Brooks 

1.  Mary  Susan  Brooks,  b  May  11,  I865,  md  on  Oct.  10,  I883,  Wesley 
T.  Putney.  They  had  four  children: 

1.  Wesley  Reid  Putney  3->  Frederick  Walker  Putney 

2.  William  Leake  Putney  4.  Perron  Ayres  Putney 


1.  Wesley  Reid  Putney,  b  in  Buckin^am  Co.,  May  l4,  188t.  He  d 
Mar.  18,  1933 •  He  was  a  practising  physician  in  Florida  and  md  on  Ilune 
19,  1905^  Alice  Aylett  Galloway.  They  had  one  child,  Alice  Aylett  Put¬ 
ney,  b  Oct,  10,  1919“ 

2.  William  Leake  Putney  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.,  Apr,  1,  I89I. 

He  md  on  May  I9,  1917^  Nancy  Winifred  Nuckolls.  He  lives  at  Diana  Mills, 
Va.  and  operates  the  famous  old  mill  there  on  Slate  River.  They  have  six 
children: 

1.  Martha  Winifred  Putney,  b  Mar.  28,  I918. 

2.  William  Leake  Putney,  b  Nov.  I3,  1920. 

3»  Nancy  Nuckolls  Putney,  b  Mar.  22,  1922. 

4.  Mary  Carolyn  Putney,  b  Sept.  22,  1923* 

5.  Houston  Travis  Putney,  b  May  31^  1925  • 

6.  Reid  Taylor  Putney,  b  June  "J ,  1927* 

3.  Frederick  Walker  Putney  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  l%y  1, 
1894.  He  md  on  June  5^  191^^  Katherine  Holman.  They  live  in  Farmville, 
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Va.  and  have  a  dau^  Mary  Virginia  Putney,  h  March  I918. 

4.  Perron  Ayres  Putney  ms  h  in  Buckingham  Co.,  Feh.  22,  1904.  He 
md  on  Dec.  23,  1925^  Georgia  Holman.  They  have  a  dau,  Mary  Eleanor  Putney, 
h  Feh.  11,  1926. 

2.  Mattie  Walker  Brooks,  dau  of  Vincent  R.  and  Emeline  M.  (Ayres) 
Brooks  ms  h  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Feh.  Sy  I868. 

3.  Lizzie  Garland  Brooks  ms  h  in  Buckingham  Co.,  July  15,  18T2, 
d  Jan.  20,  1934.  She  md  Thomas  Meredith  Agee.  They  have  three  children; 

1.  Mary  Emma  Agee;  2.  Levis  Vincent  Agee;  3*  Bessie  Brooks  Agee. 

,1.  Mary  Emma  Agee,  h  Buckingham  Co.,  Sept.  27,  189O,  md  on 
July  4,  1925^  William  Albert  Mullan.  They  live  in  Richmond,  Va.  and  have 
no  children. 

2,  Levis  Vincent  Agee,  h  Buckingham  Co.,  June  T,  1893^  on 
July  30,  1915 ^  Ruhy  Mae  Blanks;  Four  children; 

1.  Julian  John  Agee,  h  April  IT,  1922; 

2.  Montague  Vincent  Agee,  h  Oct.  10,  1924; 

3.  Ruhy  Mae  Agee,  h  Sept.  20,  1927; 

4.  Dolly  Gray  Agee,  h  Aug.  I9,  1933* 

3*  Bessie  Brooks  Agee  ms  h  in  Buckingham  Co.,  Nov.  13,  1897 • 
She  md  on  July  8,  1914,  Roy  Wilhourne.  They  have  a  dau.  Marguerite  Eliza¬ 
beth  Wllhoume,  h  March  15,  19 18. 

4.  Sldna  L,  Brooks,  dau  of  Vincent  R.  and  Eknellne  (Ayres)  Brooks, 
ms  h  Ifov.  7^  1875^^1  April  4,  1927* 

5.  Emma  V.  Brooks,  dau  of  Vincent  R.  and  Emeline  (Ayres)  Brooks, 
vas  h  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  JVfey  30,  I878.  She  is  unmarried  and  has  the  Bihle 
of  her  grandfather.  Col.  John  B.  Ayres. 

6.  Elijah  H.  Brooks,  h  April  13^  I88I,  d  Dec,  3/  1899* 

7.  Nettie  May  Brooks  ms  h  in  Buckingham  Co.,  Aug.  1,  l884,  d  Oct. 
1?^  1933*  She  md  James  Thomas  Nuckolls.  They  have  three  children;  1. 
Thomas  Brooks  Nuckolls;  2.  Georgia  Nuckolls;  3*  Kathleen  Nuckolls. 

8.  Nancy  L.  Ayres,  dau  of  Col.  John  B.  and  Mary  Marshall  (Moseley) 
Ayres  ms  h  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  April  10,  l846,  and  md  on  Oct.  30,  I866, 
Henry  Brent.  Ihey  had  one  dau,  Hallie  Brent,  vho  md  Mr.  Wiught.  Nancy  L. 
(Ayres)  Brent  died  Jan.  26,  I868. 

2.  Nathan  W.  Ayres  (Rev.  John,  Nathan,  Matthias),  son  of  Rev.  John 
and  Elizabeth  (Bransford)  Ayres,  ms  h  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  on  Aug.  26, 
1798,  and  d  near  Hillsboro,  Ohio,  Feh.  9^  1857*  He  served  in  the  War  of 
1812  as  a  Pvt,  in  Capt.  Boaz  Ford^s  Co.  of  Light  Infantry  attached  to  the 
7th  (Gray^s)  Reg*  Va.  Mil.  His  service  began  Aug.  29,  l8l4.  He  ms  pro¬ 
moted  Corporal,  Dec.  I6,  l8l4.  Sergeant,  date  not  shovn,  and  his  service 
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expired  Febo  22,  1815.  (Ref.  letter  Ad j .  Gen.  Office  dated  July  9^  1932). 

The  foUoving  information  concerning  Nathan  W.  Ayres  is  from  the 
Veteran's  Admr.  Washington,  D.  C.;  WO903I,  dated  July  26,  1932.  ’’The 

initial  "W”  was  adopted  hy  Nathan  Ayres  after  he  became  of  age.  Nathan 
Ayres  enlisted  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  and  served  as  a  Pvt.  and  Sergeant 
in  Capt.  Boaz  Ford's  Co.  of  Virginia  Mil.  from  Aug.  29,  l8l4  to  Feb.  22, 
1815.  In  March  1855 >  the  soldier  was  a  resident  of  Highland  Co.  Ohio, 
then  58  years  of  age;  the  date  and  place  of  his  birth  not  given.  He  was 
allowed  bounty  land  in  full  satisfaction  for  service  rendered.  The  sol¬ 
dier  died  in  Feb.  185?^  in  Hi^land  Co.  Ohio.  He  married  Oct.  11,  1821, 
in  Cimberland  Co.  Va.,  Martha  H.  Bradley.  In  I872,  the  soldier's  widow, 
Martha  L.  Ayres,  resided  in  Union  Twp.,  Highland  Co.,  Ohio,  P.  0.  add¬ 
ress  Willettsville;  she  was  then  72  years  of  age.”  He  died  Feb,  9^  1837* 
She  d  March  6,  l873» 

We  find  the  following  in  History  of  Ross  and  Highland  Counties,  Ohio: 
"Nathan  Walter  Ayres  came  to  Union  from  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  in  1833*  His 
only  surviving  chibiren  (1880)  are:  J.W.B.  Ayres,  and  Nathan,  Jr.  J.W.B, 
Ayres  md  Mary  Duval.  Their  children  are  Walter  Duval  Ayres,  Charles  Al¬ 
bert  Ayres  and  William  Frank  Ayres.” 

The  following  is  taken  from  Wm.  &  Mary  Quar.  (l),  12;193s  "Nov.  2, 
1832,  Capt.  Nathan  W.  Ayres,  24th  Reg.  Va.  Mil.  Recommended  that  Nathan 
W.  Ayres  be  paid  for  his  services  as  Adjutant  to  the  Regiment  for  three 
days  training  and  Regiment  muster,  at  $4.00  per  day".  His  brother.  Col. 
John  B.  Ayres,  was  Lieut.  Colonel  of  this  regiment  at  the  time. 

We  find  record  of  the  marriage  of  Nathan  W.  Ayres  and  Martha  H. 

Bradley  in  Cumberland  Co.  Va.,  Oct.  1,  l821,  see-urlty  Wm.  Bradley  (Ref. 
D.A.R.  Mag.  65;4i).  Nathan  W.  Ayres  is  shown  on  the  personal  property 
tax  lists  of  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  in  1818,  (son  of  Rev.  John), 

Note  that  the  name  of  Martha  Bradley,  Nathan  W.  Ayres'  wife,  is 
given  in  pension  office  records  as  Martha  L.  Bradley,  and  in  her  mairiage 
record  as  Martha  H.  Rev.  B.  L.  Ance'll,  of  Yang  Chow,  China,  stated  that 
her  name  was  Martha  Hales  Bradley,  and  that  she  was  a  dau  of  Ttoi.  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Harrison)  Bradley,  In  the  Bmdley  genealogy  found  in  Va.  Hist.  Mag. 
Vol  48:4,  p  382,  we  find  her  birlh  shown  as  Jan.  22,  I8OO,  that  she  was 
md  on  Oct.  31^  1821,  to  Nathan  W.  Ayres,  son  of  Rev.  John  and  Eli2iabeth 
(Bransford)  Ayres. 

In  Cumberland  Co,  Va.  i*ecords  is  found  this  statement;  "This  is  to 
certify  that  Nathan  W.  Ayres  has  my  approbation  to  apply  to  the  Clerk  of 
Cumberland  Co.  for  a  license  to  marry  me.  Witness  my  hand  this  1st  day 
of  Oct.,  1821.  Martha  H.  Bradley.  Wits;  William  Bradley,  Carter  H, 
Bradley” .  The  name  "Hales"  is  a  common  one  in  all  branches  of  the  Ayres 
descendants,  Martha  may  have  been  some  relation  to  her  husband. 

The  Douglas  "Register  says  that  Elizabeth  Harrison  (wf  of  Wm.  Brad- 
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ley)  was  b  March  3^(3.  and  baptized  May  1764.  The  will  of  Carter  Henry 
Harrison  (Va.  Mag.  34:186)  mentions  his  dau^  Elizabeth^  wife  of  William 
Bradley.  Mrs.  Pauline  (Ayres)  Blanchard  of  Cincinnati  and  Mr.  John  M. 
Bradley  of  Birmingham  gave  the  Harrison  line  as  follows: 

Benjamin  Harrison  of  Surry  md  Hannah  _ Benjamin  Harrison  II  md 

Elizabeth  Burwell^  dau  of  Lewis  Burwell^  immigrant  from  England^  from  famous 
family  md  Abigail  anith,  lived  in  Gloucester  Co.  Va,  She  was  descended 
from  famous  Bacon  family;  Benjamin  Harrison  III^  Chas.  City  Co.  Va.  1740- 
1791^  Anne  Carter^  dau  of  Robert  (King  Carter)  and  his  wife^  Betty  Landry^ 
md  I7OI;  Carter  Henry  Harrison  of  Clifton^  member  of  Committee  of  Safety, 
1775-76,  lived  Cumberland  Co,  Va.  His  descendants  are  eligible  to  BAR  on 
this  record.  He  md  Susan  Randolph,  dau  of  Col.  Isham  Randolph  of  Dungeness, 
Goochland  Co.  Va.  l684,  d  1742,  md  1717  in  London,  Jane  Rogers,  dau  of  Chas. 
Rogers,  of  London  and  of  Jane  Lilburn.  Col.  Isham  Randolph  was  son  of 
William  Randolph  of  Turkey  Island,  of  distinguished  English  family,  md  Cary 
Isham,  dau  of  Henry  Isham,  immigrant,  and  his  wife  Catherine  Royall,  b 
Canterbury,  England,  Elizabeth  Harrison  (Carter  Henry  and  Susan  (Randolph) 
Harrison,  md  Wm.  Royall  Bradley  in  1793 •  Their  children  were:  1.  Carter 
Henry  Bradley;  b  July  I6,  179^^  Mary  Virginia  Payne;  2,  Martha  Hales 
Bradley  md  Nathan  Ayres;  3»  William  Royall  Bradley,  b  l8o4;  Harriet  Cabell 
Bradley.  William  Royall  Bradley  d  Cimiberland  Co.  Va.  18IO.  He  came  to 
Virginia  1790* 

The  children  of  Nathan  Walter  and  Martha  Hales  (Bradley)  Ayres  as  given 
by  Mrs,  F*  H*  Jeans  of  Hillsboro,  Ohio,  who  sent  in  1922  most  of  the  data 
concerning  the  descendants  of  the  Ayres’  who  went  from  Buckingham  Co.  Va. 


to  Ohio  are  shown  on  following  page, 
she  said  were  born  in  Virginia. 

They  had 

ten  children,  six  of  whom 

1. 

Lavinia  Ayres 

6. 

Nathan  Ayres 

2. 

Judith  Ayres 

7. 

Harriett  Ayres 

3* 

John  William  Bradley  Ayres 

8. 

Clarissa  Ayres 

4. 

Samuel  Ayres 

9. 

Susan  Ayres 

5. 

Robert  Ayres 

10. 

Mary  Louisa  Ayres 

1. 

Lavinia  Ann  Ayres,  dau  of  Nathan  W.  and  Martha  Hales  (Bradley)  Ayre 

was  b  in  Virginia  Oct.  22,  l822,  died  Feb.  26,  I876.  She  md  Eli  Zink  on 
Nov.  4,  1847.  He  was  b  1820,  d  I856.  Their  children  were:  1.  Nathan 
Horace  Zink,  b  Oct.  22,  1849,  d  Apr.  27,  1879;  2.  Harry  Ayres  Zink,  b  June 

6,  1852,  md  Arabella  Wiley  in  Jan.  1877^  and  had  three  daus  Ella  Wiley  Zink, 
b  1878,  md  F.^  A»  Eggert,  b  I868;  Anna  Zink  b  I88I,  d  unm.,  1939;  Jessie 
Lavinia  Zink,  b  I885,  md  1913^  Bert  E,  England,  b  1874.  They  were  living 
in  1922  in  Hillsboro,  Ohio  and  their  children  were  John  Miller,  b  19l4, 
Robert  Everett,  b  1917  and  George  William,  b  1922.  3*  Viola  Marie  Zink, 

b  Feb.  11,  1855 ;  md  Frank  H.  Jeans,  b  I856,  on  Apr.  20,  1907»  They  had  no 
children.  Mrs.  Jeans,  who  died  I9  0,  gave  the  compiler  most  of  the  informa¬ 
tion  concerning  the  descendants  of  Nathan  W.  and  Peter  Leake  Ayres,  son  of 
Rev.  John  and  Elizabeth  (Bransford)  Ayres. 
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2.  Judith  Ayres,  dau  of  Nathan  W.  and  Martha  Hales  (Bradley)  Ayres 
■was  h  1824,  d  1893*  She  md  Dr.  John  F,  Richards  and  d  in  Wisconsin,  leav 
ing  three  children.  One  son,  John  Richards,  was  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  in 

1920. 


3.  John  William  Bradley  Ayres,  son  of  Nathan  W.  and  Martha  Hales 

(Bradley)  Ayres,  was  evidently  named  for  his  t-wo  grandfathers.  He  -was 
h  July  27^  1826,  d  Sept.  21,  I902.  He  md  Mary  Duval  "who  was  h  Dec.  I5, 
1830,  Adams  Co.,  Ohio  and  d  Jan.  21,  1909^  Hillsboro,  Ohio.  They  were  md 
Apr.  2k,  1852  and  had  three  children;  1.  Walter  Duval  Ayres,  died  in 
early  manhood;  b  1853;  died  I885.  2.  Charles  Albert  Ayres,  b  Dec.  k, 

1855 ;  Highland  Co.,  Ohio,  d  Dec.  2,  1937 •  He  md  on  Dec.  19;  1883;  Martha 
Mata-via  Johnson,  b  Highland  Co.,  Ohio,  Oct.  3I;  i860,  d  Dec.  22,  1937* 
Their  children  were  Pa-uline  Ayres,  b  Mar.  19,  I886,  md  Jan.  26,  1922, 
Raymond  White  Blanchard,  b  Concord,  N*  H.  They  have  a  son,  Fred  Ayres 
Blanchard,  b  May  27;  1923;  Cleveland,  Ohio,  who  served  in  World  War  II; 
Margaret  Ayres,  b  1889;  21  1938  Roy  W.  Smith.  3*  Franh  Ayres,  son  of 
J.W*B«  and  Mary  Ann  (Duval)  Ayres,  b  1857;  d  19^0,  md  Ida  Marie  Hatcher 
about  1890.  Three  sons,  1.  Frank  Jr.  md  Irene  Agnes  MacEacherson  and 
their  son,  2.  Joseph  Hatcher  Ayres  md  Elizabeth  Ferree,  and  they  have  a 
dau.  Nancy,  3*  Charles  William  Ayres. 

4.  Samuel  Ayres,  son  of  Nathan  W.  and  Martha  Hales  (Bradley)  Ayres 
We  have  no  further  information  concerning  him. 

5.  Robert  Owen  Ayres,  b  1831,  son  of  Nathan  W.  and  Martha  Hales 
(Bradley)  Ayres  was  a  Methodist  minister.  He  md  Eliza  Smith  and  moved 
from  Ohio  to  Tennessee.  His  children  were:  William,  Robert,  Ernest 
and  Walter,  of  Athens,  Tenn.  In  1922  William  lived  in  Kansas  City. 

6.  Nathan  Henry  Ayres,  b  1834,  son  of  Nathan  W.  and  Martha  Hales 
(Bradley)  Ayres  md  Mary  Jane  Zink,  1887.  She  was  b  1837  d  I9II  and  he 
d  1894.  Their  children  were:  Martha  Bell,  Eddy  Clark,  Harry,  Lillie 
Marie  and  Bertha. 

7.  Harriett  Maria  Ayres,  died  -unmarried. 

8.  Clarissa  Henrietta  Ayres,  b  1838,  d  1909;  md  1859;  Alexander 
Britton.  Her  children  were:  Leulla  Ayres  Britton  md  Wm.  H.  Morse  and 
had  a  large  family,  living  in  Kansas;  Robert,  Sherman,  Edith,  Horace. 

Mrs.  Britton  d  in  Kansas  City,  Mo. 

9.  Susan  Ayres,  dau  of  Nathan  W.  and  Martha  Hales  (Bradley)  Ayres. 
No  information. 

10.  Mary  Louisa  Ayres,  dau  of  Nathan  W.  and  Martha  Hales  (Bradley) 
Ayres,  md  Mr.  Harris  and  had  at  least  one  dau.,  Daisy  Ayres,  who  md  a 
Mr.  Tibbett  and  lived  in  Fitzgerald,  Ga. 

3.  Judith  Leake  Ayres,  dau.  of  Rev.  John  and  Elizabeth  (Bransford) 
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Ayres  was  b  Jan.  11,  1799^  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  Late  in  life  she  md  Col. 

Elijah  Hanes.  They  had  no  children,  hut  she  reared  the  six  children  of 
her  brother,  Matthias  Leake  Ayres  and  the  eight  children  of  her  brother. 

Col.  John  B.  Ayres,  by  his  second  marriage.  Col.  Elijah  Hanes'  first  wife 
was  Mary  Jane  Brown,  md  Nov.  25^  l824.  They  had  six  children: 

1.  Martha  Rebecca  Hanes  md  Matthias  Leake  Ayres,  son  of  Rev.  John 
Ayres; 

2.  Sarah  Prances  Hane  md  John  Nicholas  Tapscott.  They  had  a  son, 

Robert  Clark  Tapscott,  whose  dau,  Virginia,  md  John  G.  Buttelman  and  lived 
in  Willow  Creek,  Montana.  Some  years  ago  the  writer  had  some  correspon¬ 
dence  with  her. 

3.  Eliza  Hanes  md  John  Rolfe  Eldridge,  son  of  Thomas  Kidder  and 
Mary  (Ayres)  Eldridge.  This  Mary  Ayres  was  the  dau  of  Rev.  John  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Bransford)  Ayres.  They  had  a  dau.  Sue  Eldridge,  who  md  Mr.  Sawyer. 

4.  Garland  Brown  Hanes  md  Sarah  Elizabeth  Blackwell,  sister  of  Olivia 
Blackwell,  who  md  Thomas  Eldridge  Ayres,  son  of  Matthias  L.  and  Martha  R. 
(Hanes)  Ayres.  The  two  Blackwell  sisters  were  daus  of  John  C.  Blackwell, 
founder  of  Buckin^am  Female  Institute* 

5.  James  Hanes,  no  further  information. 

6.  Mary  Garland  Hanes,  no  further  information. 

4.  Samuel  Ayres  (Rev.  John,  Nathan,  Matthias),  was  b  in  Buckingham 
Co.  Va.,  Sept.  24,  l800.  We  have  no  information  concerning  his  subsequent 
history.  Correspondence  with  an  Ayres  family  of  Linn  Creek,  Mo.  leads  us  to 
believe  that  they  are  descendants  of  this  Samuel.  Notes  of  this  Ayres' 
family  will  be  found  elsewhere. 

5.  Mary  Hale  Ayres,  dau  of  Rev.  John  and  Elizabeth  (Bransford)  Ayres, 
was  b  in  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.,  June  8,  I803.  She  md  Thomas  Kidder  Eldridge, 
son  of  Rolfe  Eldridge.  In  Wm.  Ss  Mary  Quar.  (l)  20:204,  we  find  a  genealogy 
of  the  Eldridge  family,  which  states  that  the  immigrant,  Thomas  Eldridge, 

md  Judith  Kennon.  His  son,  Thomas  Eldridge,  d  1754,  md  Martha  Bolling  first. 
Their  son,  Rolfe  Eldridge,  b  Dec.  29,  1745 ^  md  Susanna  Everard  Walker,  and 
their  son,  Thomas  Kidder  Eldridge,  md  Mary  Ayres.  The  children  of  Thomas 
Kidder  and  Mary  Hales  (Ayres)  Eldridge  are  shown  on  the  following  pages. 

1.  Ann  Elizabeth  Eldridge,  b  l821,  d  l844,  md  Thomas  Henry  Garnett 
and  they  had  two  children:  1.  Thomas  Garnett,  md  Wri^t;  2.  Mary  Garnett 
md  Capt.  W*  I*  Raisin. 

2.  John  Rolfe  Eldridge,  b  Apr,  7^  1825,  h  Dec.  I9,  1894,  md  Eliza 
Hanes,  dau  of  Col.  Elijah  and  Mary  Jane  (Brown)  Hanes.  They  had  nine  chil¬ 
dren: 


1.  Annie  Eldridge  md  J*  E»  Connor,  and  their  dau,  Renna  Connor 
md  John  Chambers  Ayres,  son  of  William  Leake  and  Martha  Holman  (Chambers) 
Ayres.  Renna  (Connor)  Ayres  is  a  cousin  of  Katherine  Holman,  who  md  Fred¬ 
erick  Walter  Putney,  of  Farmville,  Va. 

2.  Mary  Eldridge,  -unm. 
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3.  Rolfe  Eldridge^  d  young; 

4.  Martha  Eldridge,  md  Julian  Smith; 

5.  Kidder  Eldridge,  unm.; 

6.  Susan  Eldridge,  md  E,  C*  Sawyer; 

7-  Josephine  Eldridge^  unm.; 

8.  Erie  Eldridge,  d  at  age  of  13  mos.; 

9.  Virginia  Eldrldge^  md  E,  L*  Holman. 


3.  David  Walker  Eldridge,  son  of  Thomas  Kidder  and  Mary  (Ayres) 
Eldridge  md  Amanda  Hooker.  They  had  eight  children,  as  follows: 

1.  Ernest  Eldridge,  d  young; 

2.  Blanche  Eldridge,  md  E*  T*  Driscoll; 

3.  Pocohontas  Eldridge,  md  Lee  Cohh; 

4.  Thomas  Eldridge  md  Maud  Fore; 

5 .  George  Eldridge  md  Pearl  Gill; 

6.  Robert  Eldridge  md  Caroline  Vau^an; 

7.  Margaret  Eldridge,  d  young; 

8.  Miriam  Eldridge,  d  young. 

4.  Susan  Bolling  Eldridge,  dau  of  Thomas  K.  and  Mary  (Ayres) 
Eldridge  md  Peter  Slpe.  They  had  six  children. 

1.  Nora  Sipe  md  Brown  Jones; 

2.  Mary  Sipe,  uran.; 

3.  Henry  Sipe,  unm.; 

4.  Florence  Sipe  md  Rev.  A,S*J«  Rice; 

5.  Katherine  Sipe  md  Edward  Patterson; 

6.  Chas.  Sipe  md  Mrs.  Gill. 


5.  Co-urtney  Wythe  Eldridge,  h  Aug.  24,  I883,  dau.  of  Thomas  K. 
and  Mary  (Ayres)  Eldridge,  d  Feh.  5,  I928.  She  md  John  C.  Turner.  They 
had  six  children: 


1.  Ida  Turner  md  Jos.  Irving; 

2.  Eldridge  Turner  md _ ^Renshaw; 

3.  John  Turner; 

4.  Thomas  Turner  md  Margaret  Ayres,  dau.  of  Nathan  W.  Ayres, 
son  of  Col.  John  B,  Ayres; 

5.  Harry  Turner, unm.; 

6.  Mary  Turner,  unm. 

6.  Mary  Virginia  Eldridge,  dau.  of  Thomas  K,  and  Mary  (Ayres) 
Eldridge,  md  Dr.  Robert  Hales.  They  had  six  children.  Miss  Courtney 
Hales  of  Sheppards,  Va.,  said  in  letter  to  the  compiler  in  1923:  "My 
grandma's  name  was  Mary  Hales  Ayres.  My  grandfather  was  Dr,  Peter  Hales. 
He  had  two  sons,  both  M.D.'s,  Robert  and  Sam.  Sam  settled  in  Buckin^am 
Co.  He  was  my  father".  Peter  Hales  md  a  Miss  Jennings,  sister  to  Cle¬ 
ment  Anderson  Jennings,  according  to  Mr.  Maben  Jones.  The  children  of 
Dr.  Robert  and  Mary  Virginia  (Eldridge)  Hales  were:  1.  Jemima  Hales; 


158 


2.  Annie  Hales  md  Cheatham;  3*  Peter  Hales,  unm;  4.  Courtney  Hales,  unm; 

5.  Susan  Hales,  unm. 

7.  Patsy  Eldrldge,  dau  of  Thomas  K.  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Eldridge  was  an 
invalid  and  never  married, 

Mary  Hales  (Ayres)  Eldridge  d  July  21,  I869,  Thomas  Kidder  Eldrldge, 

who  was  h  l8o4,  d  Dec.  I9,  l844.  Their  son,  John  Rolfe  Eldridge  was  h 

Apr.  T,  1825,  d  Dec.  I9,  I894. 

6.  Martha  Ayres,  dau  of  Rev,  John  and  Elizaheth  (Bransford)  Ayres, 
was  h  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va,,  Sept.  I9,  1805.  She  md  a  Mr.  Hanes.  ¥e  have 
no  further  Information. 

7.  Elizaheth  Ayres,  dau  of  Rev.  John  and  Elizaheth  (Bransford)  Ayres 
was  h  in  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.,  March  I9,  I808,  She  d  unm.  in  1862. 

8.  Elijah  Ayres,  son  of  Rev.  John  and  Elizaheth  (Bransford)  Ayres  was 

h  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Oct.  28,  I809.  No  further  information. 

9.  Owen  Million  Ayres,  son  of  Rev.  John  and  Elizaheth  (Bransford) 

Ayres,  was  h  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va,,  Sept.  16,  I8II.  In  Wm.  &  Mary  Quar. 

(1)  12:193;  "we  note  that  in  I832  he  was  Lieut,  Owen  M.  Ayres,  1st  Btn., 

24th  Reg.  Buckingham  Co.  Mllita.  The  information  concerning  his  descen¬ 
dants  was  received  from  Mrs.  Judith  Daniel  Driscoll,  Moorman's  River,  Va, 

Owen  M.  Ayres  md  Judith  Ann  Spencer,  and  they  had  the  following  children: 

1.  Martha  Louise  Ayres,  d  unm; 

2.  Elizaheth  Bransford  Ayres,  d  unm; 

3.  Jane  Rebecca  Ayres,  d  unm; 

4.  Judith  Daniel  Ayres,  md  Asa  Daniel  Driscoll; 

5.  John  Spencer  Ayres,  md  Kate  Merryman; 

6.  Mary  Leake  Ayres,  md  Henson  Farmer; 

7.  Fannie  Garland  Ayres,  md  Douglas  Brown; 

8.  Thomas  Perkins  Ayres,  md  Harriett  Merryman; 

9.  Mahel  Ayres,  md  John  Merryman; 

10.  Berta  Jones  Ayres,  md  Douglas  Brown,  whose  first  wife  was  her 
sister,  Fannie  Garland  Ayres; 

11.  James  Walker  Ayres,  no  information. 

The  mother  of  Asa  Daniel  Driscoll,  who  md  Judith  Daniel  Ayres,  was 
Sarah  Ann  Bradley,  dau  of  James  Lyon  Bradley.  This  information  from  B,  L. 
Ancell,  now  deceased,  Yang  Chow,  China.  In  a  list  of  Northampton  Va, 
marriages  we  find:  Sarah  Ayre  and  James  Lyon  md  July  16,  1799* 

10.  Matthias  Leake  Ayres,  son  of  Rev,  John  and  Elizaheth  (Bransford) 
Ayres  was  h  in  Buckln^am  Co.  Va.,  Dec.  11,  I813.  He  md  Martha  Rebecca 
Hanes,  dau  and  eldest  child  of  Col.  Elijah  Garland  Hanes  and  his  wife,  Mary 
Jane  Brown,  who  were  md  Nov,  25,  1824.  Martha  R.  Hanes  was  h  Nov.  5;  1825, 
and  md  to  Matthias  L.  Ayres  on  Nov,  16,  l84l.,  at  "Old  Humanity".  Col.  Ell- 
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jah  Garland  Hanes  was  the  founder  and  for  a  long  time  the  owner  of  Human¬ 
ity  Hall  Academy^  at  that  time  said  to  have  been  the  best  school  for  young 
men  in  that  part  of  Virginia.  Matthias  Leake  Ayres  d  Oct.  29,  I853.  His 
wife  d  March  19^  1855*  They  are  both  buried  at  Edge  Hill,  on  the  Slate 
River,  Buckin^am  Co.  Va. 

The  six  children  of  Matthias  Leake  and  Martha  Rebecca  (Hanes)  Ayres 

were: 

1.  John  Garland  Ayres  4.  James  Nathan  Ayres 

2.  Samuel  Bransford  Ayres  5.  William  Leake  Ayres 

3.  Thomas  Eldridge  Ayres  6.  Elijah  Hanes  Ayres 

1.  John  Garland  Ayres,  son  of  Matthias  Leake  and  Martha  (Hanes)  Ay¬ 
res  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va,,  Jan.  22,  1843-  He  md  Margaret  McBeth. 
Their  children  were:  1.  John  Garland  Ayres,  Jr.;  Francis,  b  Sept.  16, 
1876,  Elsie  and  Ruby,  b  Mar,  24,  I878.  John  G,  Ayres  died  in  California. 


2,  Samuel  Bransford  Ayres  was  b  in  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.,  Apr.  I9, 
1845.  He  md  Mary  Mott,  of  Obion  Co.,  Term.  He  was  Judge  of  the  l4th 
Judicial  District  of  Tenn.,  and  resided  in  Dresden,  where  he  d  July  17^ 
1879^  having  resigned  from  office  some  months  previously.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  were: 


1. 

2. 

3. 

Mississippi, 


Samuel  Bransford  Ayres,  b  Nov.  29,  1875,  d  May  1,  I878; 
John  Garland  Ayres,  b  July  10,  1877,  d  Jan.  29,  I878; 
Peter  Mott  Ayres  was  proprietor  of  a  daily  paper  in 
He  died  in  Laurel,  Miss,  in  1917* 


3.  Thomas  Eldridge  Ayres  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  June  13,  1847. 
He  lived  for  a  time  in  Baltimore,  where  he  was  a  teacher.  He  enlisted 
in  the  10th  Va .  Artillery  at  the  age  of  16,  and  was  with  Lee  at  Appomat¬ 
tox.  He  received  A*M,  degree  at  the  University  of  Va.,  I87I.  Because  of 
ill  health,  he  went  to  Calii ornia  in  I872,  but  later  returned  home  where 
he  died  on  Aug.  10,  1874.  He  md  Olivia  Wingfield  Blackwell,  youngest 
dau.  of  John  C.  and  Mary  (Letcher)  Blackwell,  and  sister  to  Sarah  Eliza¬ 
beth  Blackwell  who  md  Garland  Brown  Hanes,  son  of  Col.  Elijah  Hanes. 

John  C.  Blackwell  was  the  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Edmundson)  Black- 
well  and  Mary  Letcher  was  the  dau.  of  William  Houston  and  Elizabeth  (Dav¬ 
idson)  Letcher.  Mary  Letcher  was  a  first  cousin  of  Sam  Houston.  She 
was  the  sister  of  Gov.  Letcher,  civil  war  Governor  of  Virginia.  John 
Chapman  Blackwell  was  b  l8l2,  d  I88O. 

3.  Thomas  Eldridge  Ayres  and  Olivia  W.  Blackwell  were  md  Dec.  26, 
1872,  He  d  Aug.  10,  1874  and  she  d  Oct.  22,  1930*  She  was  b  Nov.  l4, 

1847.  Her  father,  John  C,  Blackwell,  was  the  foimder  of  Buckingham 
Female  Institute,  for  many  years  a  popular  school  for  girls.  Thos.  E. 
and  Olive  W,  (Blackwell)  Ayres  had  one  child,  Thomas  Eldridge  Ayres, 
b  June  22,  1874. 
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Thcmas  Eldridge  Ayres  II  md  on  Sept.  G,  189^,  Sadie  Elizabeth  Rushing^ 
who  was  h  Sept.  20,  l884.  She  was  the  dau  of  Burhl  Columhus  and  Missouri 
Jane  (Thompson)  Rushing.  B*  C,  Rushing  was  h  May  I3,  1854.  He  was  the 
son  of  David  Lilly  and  Sarah  (Moore)  Rushing.  David  Lilly  Rushing  was  the 
son  of  Dennis  and  Kissie  Bell  Rushing.  Sarah  Moore,  wife  of  David  Rushing, 
was  the  dau  of  George  Moore,  who  went  from  Virginia  to  Benton  Co.  Tenn. 
Missouri  Jane  Thompson,  wf  of  Buhrl  Columhus  Rushing,  was  the  dau  of  David 
Lilly  ana  Lethia  (Yates)  Thompson,  h  1827,  d  I918.  David  L,  Thompson,  h 
1827,  d  1918,  was  the  son  of  William  James  Thompson,  of  Benton  Co.  Tenn. 
and  Lethia  Yates,  h  1829,  d  1903^  vas  the  dau  of  Elisha  Yates,  Benton  Co. 
Tenn. 


Thomas  Eldridge  Ayres,  Jr.  and  his  wife  Sadie  had  three  children: 

1.  Hanes  Eldridge  Ayres,  h  Aug.  25,  1897; 

2.  Mildred  Letcher  Ayres,  h  Oct.  ,  1899*  She  is  unm  and  makes  her 
home  in  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

3.  Beulah  Mai  Ayres,  h  May  3^  I90I.  She  md  William  Anthony  Hooper. 
They  have  three  children:  Martha  Willene,  h  Aug.  6,  1925;  Holden  Wayne 
Hooper,  h  Mar.  I8,  I928;  Mildred  Jane  Hooper,  h  June  26,  1930* 

Thomas  Eldridge  Ayres,  Jr.,  md  2nd,  Ora  Warren,  and  had  one  son,  Tho¬ 
mas  Eldridge  Ayres  III,  who  lives  at  Waverly,  Tenn.  His  father  also  lives 
at  Waverly. 

1.  Hanes  Eldridge  Ayres,  h  1897^  son  of  Thomas  Eldridge  Ayres,  Jr., 
and  Sadie  Rushing  Ayres,  lives  at  Knoxville,  Tenn.  He  md  in  1936,  a  dau  of 
Brown  Ayres,  who  at  the  time  of  his  death,  was  President  of  the  University 
of  Tennessee.  There  appears  to  he  no  connection  between  the  line  of  Dr. 
Brown  Ayres  and  that  of  Matthias  Ayres  of  Buckin^am  Co.  'The  line  of  Dr. 
Brown  Ayres,  with  whom  the  compiler  had  some  correspondence  many  years  ago, 
is  given  elsewhere.  The  Information  concerning  the  descendants  of  Thomas 
Eldridge  Ayres  was  furnished  by  Prof.  John  M.  Hill,  Dresden,  Tenn. 

4.  James  Nathan  Ayres,  son  of  Matthias  Leake  and  Martha  Rebecca 
(Hanes)  Ayres,  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Jime  9^  1849-  He  md  Nanny 
Brown  in  187I.  They  are  said  to  have  had  nine  or  ten  children,  according 
to  Mrs.  Driscoll.  He  lived  and  d  in  Buckingham  Co.  We  have  the  names  of 
but  a  few  of  his  children.  There  was  a  dau  md  Mr,  Richardson,  and  they 
have  a  son,  Hayes  Ayres  Richardson,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  where  he  was  head 
of  the  Kansas  City  Welfare  Dept,  for  many  years;  they  had  a  dau,  Sarah  Mar¬ 
garet  Richardson,  md  Robert  H,  Steinbach.  James  Nathan  Ayres  had  a  son, 
Leake  Ayres,  a  son  William  Hanes  Ayres,  and  a  dau,  Maggie  Mae  Ayres,  who 
md  John  Garland  Gary,  Mrs.  Gary  recently  sold  the  old  homestead,  "Edge 
Hill",  said  to  have  been  the  original  home  of  Rev,  John  Ayres  (Nathan, 
Matthias).  It  is  on  the  Slate  River  in  Buckingham  Co.  Rev.  William  Hanes 
Ayres,  son  of  James  N.  and  Nannie  (Brown)  Ayres,  had  a  son,  William  Hanes 
Ayres,  Jr.,  of  Ohio,  who  was  re-elected  to  Congress  in  1952.  His  son, 
William  Hanes  Ayres  III  is  also  a  member  of  Congress  from  l4th  Ohio  Dlst. 
There  is  a  sister.  Miss  Virginia  Ayres.  All  of  them  are  Republicans,  a 
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most  unusual  thing  in  the  Ayres  family.  Nancy  Gary,  dau.  of  Maggie  (Ay¬ 
res)  Gary,  -works  in  the  Court  House  at  Buckingham. 

Following  is  a  given  copy  of  information  sent  hy  Inez  (Ayres)  And¬ 
erson,  dau.  of  Matthias  Leake  and  Myrtie  Brown  (Buckley)  Ayres,  and  Mrs. 
Anderson  says  concerning  it,  "Copied  from  a  paper  fo-und  in  Martha  H. 

Ayres'  Bible.  The  paper  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Myrtie  Buckley  Ayres. 

John  Ayres  and  Elizabeth  Bransford  were  married  15th  August,  1793. 

Elijah  G.  Hanes  and  Mary  J.  Brown  were  married  25th  November,  l824. 
Matthias  Leake,  youngest  child  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Ayres,  was  bom 
11th  of  December,  I813. 

Martha  Rebecca,  oldest  child  of  Elijah  G.  and  Mary  J.  Hanes,  was  bom 
5th  Nov.,  1825. 

Matthias  Leake  Ayres  and  Martha  Rebecca  Hanes  were  united  in  the  Lord 
on  the  16th  of  November  l84l,  by  Rev.  G,  ¥»  Blain  at  Old  Humanity. 

John  Garland,  their  oldest  son  was  bom  at  Old  H-umanity  the  22nd  of 
January  18^3,  dedicated  to  the  Lord  by  Rev.  J.  W*  Childs  the  following 
summer  on  August  20th. 

Samuel  Bransford,  their  second  son,  was  bom  9'th  April  1845  at  Edge  Hill, 
dedicated  to  the  Lord  October  following  by  Rev.  A.  Dibress. 

Thomas  Eldridge,  third  son,  was  born  13th  J-une  1847  at  Edge  Hill  and 
dedicated  to  the  Lord  on  Sept.  10th,  l848,  by  Rev.  J,  C»  Blackwell. 

James  Nathan,  fourth  son,  was  born  9th  J-une  1849  at  Edge  Hill  and  dedi¬ 
cated  to  the  Lord  l6th  Nov.  1849  ty  Grandfather,  Rev.  John  Ayres. 

Willie  Leake,  fifth  son,  was  born  17th  of  April,  I85I  at  Edge  Hill  and 
dedicated  to  the  Lord  l6th  of  November  following  by  his  GrandPa,  Rev, 

John  Ayres, 

Elijah  Hanes,  sixth  son  of  M»  L,  and  M»  R*  Ayres,  was  born  13th  of  June 
1853  and  dedicated  to  the  Lord  by  Rev.  J.  C*  Blackwell  a  few  days  be¬ 
fore  his  dear  father  left  us  for  a  brighter  and  happier  clime. 

Married  Dec.  l6th  at  the  residence  of  the  bride’s  mother  by  the  Rev,  W. 

A.  Scott,  D*D*,  John  Garland  Ayres  to  Maggie  McBeth  of  San  Francisco, 
California,  formerly  of  Richmond,  Va.,  and  New  Orleans,  La.,  respectively. 
John  Garland,  Jr.,  son  of  John  G.  and  Maggie  M,  Ayres,  was  bom  in  San 
Francisco,  Sept.  l6th,  I876. 

Elsie  and  Ruby,  twin  daughters  of  John  Garland  and  Maggie  M.  Ayres  was 
born  in  San  Francisco,  March  24th,  I878. 

Matthias  L.  Ayres  fell  asleep  in  Jesus,  Oct.  29th,  1853- 

M»  R.  Ayres  departed  this  life  March  19th,  1855  ho  follow  the  footsteps 

of  her  loved  husband. 

5-  William  Leake  Ayres  (Matthias  L.,  Rev.  Jno.,  Nathan,  Matthias), 
son  of  Matthias  Leake  and  Martha  Rebecca  (Hanes)  Ayres,  was  b  in  Buck¬ 
ingham  Co.  Va.,  Apr.  I7,  I85I,  d  Sept.  I8,  I9IO.  He  went,  as  a  young 
man,  to  Obion  Co.  Tenn.,  where  he  md  Martha  Holman  Chambers,  dau.  of  John 
W.  and  Maria  (Ayres)  Chambers,  who  was  b  May  9;  l853  and  d  Jan,  I8,  1917* 
They  were  md  Jan.  25,  1872.  Both  of  them  d  in  Gates-ville,  Texas.  They 
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had  three  children: 


1. 

2. 

Matthias  Leake  Ayres 
Corinne  Hanes  Ayres 

3. 

John 

Chambers  Ayres 

1. 

Matthias  Leake  Ayres, 

son  of  William 

Leake 

and  Martha  Holman 

(Chambers)  Ayres^  was  b  July  2^,  1873;  Obion  Co*  Tenn.^  d  June  27^  1849. 

He  was  called  Leake  and  at  one  time  was  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank 
of  Gatesville,  Texas.  He  md  on  Feb.  11th,  I896,  Myrtle  Brown  Buckley,  dau 
of  Michigan  Bentley  and  Inez  Akin  (Miller)  Buckley.  She  was  b  Obion  Co. 

Tenn.,  Feb.  11,  I896.  Both  families  went  from  Tennessee  to  Texas.  They 
had  three  children  as  follows: 

1.  Inez  Ayres  3-  Dorothy  Ayres 

2.  William  Leake  Ayres 

1.  Inez  Ayres,  dau  of  Matthias  Leake  and  Myrtle  Brown  (Buckley)  Ayres, 
was  b  June  8,  189T;  and  md  Reuben  Richard  Anderson  (called  Andy)  of  Wye, 
Wisconsin,  who  was  b  Feb.  17;  1893;  d  July  6,  1949-  They  were  md  in  Gates- 
ville,  Texas,  Oct.  28,  I921.  He  was  the  son  of  Andrew  Magnus  and  Clara 
Elizabeth  (Lundberg)  Anderson.  Their  children  are:  1.  Reuben  Richard 
Anderson,  Jr.,  b  May  26,  1924,  Waco,  Texas,  md  Jane  Adeline  Steinhorst, 

b  May  20,  1925;  of  Pawhuska,  Okla.,  in  Dallas,  Texas,  Sept.  22,  1951 •  They 
have  two  children,  Anne  Ayres  Anderson,  b  Dallas,  Texas,  June  l4,  1953  and 
Lynn  Elizabeth  Anderson,  b  Apr.  22,  1956.  2,  Leake  Ayres  Anderson  (called 

Ayres),  son  of  Reuben  R.  and  Inez  (Ayres)  Anderson,  was  b  Sept.  I6,  I928,  in 
Waco.  He  md  on  June  12,  195^;  Jo  Ann  Parton,  of  Richmond,  Texas,  b  Aug.  8, 
1930.  They  have  a  dau,  Ellen,  b  Houston,  Texas,  Sept.  2,  1958. 

2.  William  Leake  Ayres,  son  of  Matthias  Leake  and  Myrtle  Brown  (Buck- 
ley)  Ayres,  was  born  June  26,  1905;  Gatesville,  Texas.  He  md  in  San  Antonio, 
Texas,  Sept.  3;  1926,  Juliette  Josephine  Pagenstecker,  b  San  Antonio,  Feb. 

24,  1906,  dau  of  Chas  Francis  Alexander  and  Mamie  (Horner)  Pagenstecker. 

They  have  three  children:  Juliette  Ayres,  b  Mar.  3;  1928,  San  Antonio, 

md  Donald  George  Spears,  and  they  have  fovoc  children.  1.  Juliette  Jean 
Spears,  b  Sept.  4,  1950;  2.  James  Gaylord  Spears,  b  Feb.  1,  1954,  Ft.  Wayne, 
Ind.;  3*  Donald  Erich  Spears,  b  June  13,  1955;  Et*  Wayne;  4.  Mark  William 
Spears,  b  June  I9,  1957.  Dorothy  Ayres,  dau  of  William  Leake,  was  b  Sept. 

Ann  Arbor,  Mich.,  md  Robert  Gray  Rutishauser  of  St.  Louis,  b  St.  Louis,  Oct. 
26,  1931.  They  md  in  LaFayette,  Ind.  and  have  two  children:  1.  Donald 
Ayres  Rutishauser,  b  Wov.  5;  19-^6,  in  Morocco,  Africa;  2.  Jeffery  Gray 
Rutishauser,  b  Hov.  I7,  1957;  LaCrosse,  Wis.;  3*  William  Leake  Ayres,  son 
of  William  Leake  and  Juliette  (Pagenstecker)  Ayres,  was  b  Ann  Arbor,  Mich., 
Sept.  30,  1941. 

He  was  professor  of  mathematics  at  University  of  Michigan.  He  d  Sept. 

18,  1910.  His  wife  d  Jan.  I8,  1917*  This  refers  to  William  Leake  Ayres, 
son  of  Matthias  Leake  and  Myrtie  Brown  Buckley  Ayres. 

3.  Dorothy  Ayres,  dau  of  Matthias  Leake  and  Myrtie  Brown  (Buckley) 
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Ayres,  was  "b  Gatesville,  Texas,  Aug.  9,  I907.  Matthias  Leake  Ayres  was  a 
hanker.  His  dau  teaches  at  State  S  hool  for  Boys  (delinquents).  Mrs.  And¬ 
erson  gave  this  information  concerning  her  father's  family. 

2.  Corinne  Hanes  Ayres,  dau  of  William  Leake  and  Martha  Holman  (Cham¬ 
bers)  Ayres,  was  b  Feb.  2,  I875,  and  d  Feb.  8,  19^5.  She  md  on  June  12, 
1901,  Howard  Sawyer  Compton,  They  had  one  son,  Howard  Ayres  Compton,  cal¬ 
led  Ayres,  b  Gatesville,  Texas, ^July  3I,  I908.  He  md  at  Ft.  Worth  on 
Oct.  9,  1931,  Mary  Robertson  DeIn,  who  was  b  at  Portales,  N,  W»,  May  12, 
1911,  the  dau  of  Robert  Asbury  and  Mary  Jane  (Ashworth)  Been.  They  have 
two  children:  1.  Mary  Been,  b  Sept.  193^^  md  Val  Mansfield  Walter, 

of  Balias,  on  Feb.  20,  1959-  2.  Howard  Ayres,  b  Sept.  1,  1937.  After 
the  death  of  Corinne  (Ayres)  Compton,  her  husband,  Howard  Compton  md 
Christine  McKeand,  of  Birmingham. 

3-  John  Chambers  Ayres,  son  of  William  Leake  and  Martha  Holman 
(Chambers)  Ayres,  was  b  in  Weakley  Co.  Term.,  Apr.  2,  I877.  Br.  Ayres 
was  an  obstetrician,  and  d  in  Memphis,  Term.,  Aug.  I8,  1952.  He  md  Rerma 
Maud  Conner,  dau  of  J.  E..  Cormer  and  his  wife,  Annie  Eldridge,  dau.  of 
John  Rolfe  and  Eliza  (Hanes)  Eldridge.  John  R.  Eldridge  was  a  son  of 
Thomas  Kidder  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Eldridge.  Mrs.  Ayres  was  b  in  Buckingham 
Co.  Va.  She  is  the  great,  great  grand-dau^ter  of  Rev.  John  Ayres  and  a 
great  grand-dau  of  Col.  Elijah  Hanes.  Br.  J,  C*  Ayres  was  a  great  grand¬ 
son  of  Rev.  John  Ayres  through  his  father  and  a  great,  great  grandson  of 
Rev,  John  through  his  mother  and  a  great  grandson  of  Col.  Elijah  Hanes. 

The  ramification  of  relationships  in  most  Southern  families  is  an  intri¬ 
cate  and  involved  genealogical  tangle.  Br,  John  C.  and  Renna  (Conner) 

Ayres  had  three  children: 

1.  Martha  Eldridge  Ayres,  b  Memphis,  Term.,  Jime  I5,  1904,  md 
Albert  Madison  Brinkley  !!_,  who  was  b  Nov,  22,  I905.  They  were  md  on 
Bee.  27,  1927.  They  had  one  child,  Albert  Brinkley  III,  b  Aug,  10,  1933, 
d  Oct.  22,  1952,  of  polio.  He  was  a  sophomore  at  Univ.  of  Tenn.  Mr, 
Brinkley  is  a  banker  and  they  reside  in  Memphis. 

2.  Kathryn  Conner  Ayres  was  b  in  Memphis,  Feb.  26,  I907,  and  md 
Floyd  Benjamin  James,  of  Ruston,  La.,  on  June  12,  I928.  He  was  b  Jan.  U, 
1907,  in  Gibsland,  La.  They  have  three  children:  1.  Renna  Kathryn  James, 
b  Bee.  17,  1931^  Memphis,  She  md  Lowell  Orum  Burkhalter,  b  Oct,  k,  195S'*'’ 

2.  Floyd  Benjamin  James,  Jr,,  b  Memphis,  Mar.  1,  1936,  md  Margaret  Ann 
Riser  in  Ruston,  La,,  Jan,  26,  1957*  They  have  a  son,  Floyd  Benjamin 
James  III.  3»  John  Tom  James  b  Aug,  I7,  19^1,  Memphis. 

3.  John  Chambers  Ayres,  Jr.  was  b  in  Memphis  I9IO.  He,  too,  is 

a  doctor.  He  md  (l)  Martha  Ruth  Turner,  on  April  9^  1937  and  was  later 
divorced.  He  md  (2)  Edith  Howard  Billon,  and  they  have  one  child,  Janie 
Billon  Ayres,  b  Feb.  20,  19^9*  John  C.  Ayres,  Jr.  and  his  first  wife, 
Martha  Turner,  had  two  children:  Martha  Paige  Ayres,  b  Aug. 
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l4,  1939  and  John  Chambers  Ayres  b  March  3^  1943* 

6.  Elijah  Hanes  Ayres,  son  of*  Matthias  Leake  and  Martha  Rebecca 
(Hanes)  Ayres,  "was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  on  June  13,  1853 •  He  moved 
to  Tennessee  from  Buckingham  in  I87O,  and  was  long  the  Agent  of  the 
H.C.  &  St.  L.  R.R.  at  Dresden.  Later,  he  went  to  Spring  Hill,  Tenn., 
where  he  engaged  in  banking.  Mr.  E.  H.  Ayres  gave  the  compiler  most 
of  the  data  concerning  the  descendants  of  his  father,  Matthias  L.  Ay¬ 
res.  Elijah  Hanes  Ayres  was  married  (l)  at  Dresden,  Weakley  Co.,  Tenn, 
to  Lela  May  Thompson,  who  was  b  May  2,  185T  and  d  May  6,  I889.  They 
had  five  children  as  follows; 

1.  Paul  Biansford  Ayres,  b  Sept.  4,  1877^  H  June  10,  I878; 

2.  Carrie  Louise  Ayres,  md  John  F.  Beckwith.  She  lives  in 
Florence,  Ala.,  and  had  no  children; 

3.  Laurance  Thomason  Ayres,  md  Louise  Lovell.  He  was  b 
1883  and  has  two  children,  1.  Laurance  Thomason  Ayres,  Jr.,  and  2, 

Lucie  Janice  Ayres.  They  lived  in  19^9  at  Arkansas  Pass,  Texas,  where 
he  was  cashier  of  the  First  National  Bank. 

4.  Elijah  Hanes  Ayres,  Jr.,  b  I885,  md  Hattie  McGavock  of 
Franklin,  Tenn.  He  is  a  banker  at  Columbia,  Tenn.  They  had  three 
children,  b  I919  (Harriett)  Susie  May  Ayres,  b  I9IO;  E.  H.  Ayres,  Jr., 

b  1913. 

5-  John  Garland  Ayres,  son  of  Elijah  Hanes  and  Lela  May  Thoiqa- 
son  Ayres,  was  b  Apr.  22,  1889.  He  saw  service  in  First  World  War  and 
died  in  Arizona. 

5.  Elijah  Hanes  Ayres  md  (2)  Josephine  Hamilton  Hanes,  dau  of  Gar¬ 
land  Brown  and  Sarah  Elizabeth  (Blackwell)  I^nes,  oldest  child  of  Rev. 
John  Blackwell.  Her  sister,  Olivia  Blackwell,  md  Thomas  Eldridge  Ayres, 
son  of  1  Matthias  Leake  and  Martha  Rebecca  (Hanes)  Ayres.  Garland  Brown 
Hanes  was  the  son  of  Col.  Elijah  Hanes  and  his  first  wife,  Mary  Jane 
(Brown)  Hanes.  E.  H,  and  Josephine  (Hanes)  Ayres  had  three  children; 

1.  William  Leake  Ayres,  b  July  29,  1895^  h  June  24,  I896; 

2.  Blackwell  Ayres,  d  infant; 

3.  Martha  Josephine  Ayres,  b  I906.  E.  H.  Ayres  died  June  26, 

1926. 

III.  Samuel  Ayres  (Nathan,  Matthias),  son  of  Nathan  and  Mary 
(Leake)  Ayres,  was  b  in  Buckin^aam  Co.  Va.  on  July  I9,  1774.  Nothing  is 
definitely  known  of  his  subsequent  history.  Among  other  scratdhings  on 
the  pages  of  Bible  records  in  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres’  Bible,  we 
find,  written  in  a  matirre  hand,  "Samuel  Ayres,  his  book" .  There  was  a 
Samuel  Ayres  on  personal  property  tax  lists  I782-I787,  Buckingham  Co., 

2  poll,  5  slaves.  There  was  a  Samuel  Ayres  who  was  a  tithable  in  Buck- 
in^am  Co.  in  1773-74.  This  may  be  the  Samuel  who  was  the  son  of  Mat¬ 
thias  and  Elizabeth  (Hales)  Ayres,  but  could  not  have  been  the  Samuel 
of  Nathan.  There  is  a  Samuel  H.  Ayres  shown  on  personal  property  tax 
lists  of  Buckingham  for  1819.  This  may  be  that  Samuel,  who  would  then 
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]mTe  136611  45  years  of  ag6^  tut  h6  is  not  shown  on  land'  tax  lists.  In  the 
census  of  l8l0^  his  father,  Nathan  Ayres,  is  shown  with  one  male  45  and 
up ,  and  1  male  26  to  45  •  In  I810  Samuel  was  36  and  may  have  been  living 
at  home.  His  brother,  Peter  Leake  Ayres,  b  1787,  was  the  other  male  be¬ 
tween  16  and  26  shown  in  Nathan’s  household  and  we  know  that  he  did  not 
marry  until  18II.  ¥e  know  that  the  other  sons  of  Nathan,  i.e..  Rev. 

John,  Nathan,  Walter  and  Matthias  were  alneady  married  in  181O.  Rev. 
John,  Nathan  and  Matthias  are  shown  in  I8IO  census  of  Buckingham  Co.  and 
Walter  went  to  Kentucky  prior  to  that  time.  Thou^  we  have  no  proof,  we 
assume,  therefore,  that  this  Samuel  was  living  at  home  in  I810,  and  was 
probably  in  Buckingham  Co.  as  late  as  I819. 

Mr.  Thomas  D.  Ayres  of  Hawesville,  Ky.,  wrote  the  compiler  on 
June  10,  1920,  that  his  grandfather,  Samuel  Ayres,  went  from  Buckingham 
Co.  Va.  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  where  he  kept  a  hotel.  Mr.  Thos.  D.  Ayres’ 
father  was  Thos.  H.  Ayres,  who  was  eight  years  old  "v^en  his  father,  Sam¬ 
uel,  went  to  Kentucky.  Mr.  Thos.  D.  Ayres  said  that  his  father,  Thos. 

H,  Ayres,  spoke  of  Ayres  kin  in  Missouri,  and  of  his  Uncle  Watt  and  Aunt 
A-ggie  Ayres.  This  Samuel  Ayres,  who  was  the  father  of  Thcmas  H.  Ayres, 
appears  to  have  been,  then,  our  Samuel,  son  of  Nathan,  who  went  from 
Buckingham  to  Louisville,  Ky.,  for  that  Samuel  had  a  brother,  Walter 
Ayres  (Called  Watt),  whose  wife  was  Agnes,  called  Aggie,  This  Walter 
Ayres,  son  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres  also  went  to  Kentucky  and 
settled  in  Woodford  Co.  Mr.  Thos,  D.  Ayres  also  that  that  his  father, 
Thomas  H.  Ayres,  had  a  cousin,  Edmond  Bailey,  who  visited  them  from  near 
Frankfort,  Ky.  Thos.  H.  Ayres,  son  of  Samuel,  moved  to  Missouri  from 
Kentucky,  remained  a  few  years,  then  went  back  to  Kentucky.  Thomas  D. 
Ayres,  of  Hawesville,  Ky.  had  one  brother,  b  I836,  who  moved  from  Ken¬ 
tucky  to  Higginsville,  LaFayette  Co.,  Mo.  He  had  a  dau.  Lulu  Ayres,  who 
‘wrote  the  compiler  that  there  wels  a  "friendly  feeling  between  her  father 
and  the  Saline  Co.  Ayres",  but  she  did  not  know  the  relationship,  Thos. 
D,  Ayres’  brother  was  named  Phillip  Ayres.  The  compiler’s  great  grand¬ 
father,  Matthias  Ayres,  son  of  Nathan,  went  from  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  in 
1836  to  Saline  Co.  Mo.  Evidently  then,  the  Ayres  in  Lafayette  Co.  Mo. 
and  those  in  Hawesville,  Ky.  were  all  descended  from  this  Samuel,  son 
of  Nathan.  Mr.  Thomas  H.  Ayres,  of  Hawesville,  had  a  son,  Cabanne 
Ayres,  and  he  had  a  son,  Samuel. 

There  was  a  Samuel  Ayres  in  Amherst  Co.  Va.  in  I79O  census,  and 
in  1785,  a  Rachel  Ayres.  This  Samuel  Ayres  of  Amherst,  was  twice  mar¬ 
ried,  his  second  wife  being  Rachel  Higginbotham,  widow  of  WlHiam  Mor¬ 
rison.  In  records  of  Augiista  Co.  Va.,  1745-1800.  Vol.  I,  p  I58,  ( Chalk- 
ley) .  Stuart  vs  Duncan.  OS.  I92  NS  68,  deed  June  6,  1774,  by  Samuel 
-Ayres  and  Rachel,  his  wife,  late  Rachel  Morrison  and  Joseph  Higginbotham 
Morrison,  oldest  son  and  heir-at-law  of  Rachel  by  her  first  husband,  Wil¬ 
liam  Morrison,  dec’d,  and  Parish  and  Co,  of  .Amherst,  to  John  Dillon  and 
James  his  bro.,  and  same  place  before  marriage".  Samuel  .Ayres  by  writ¬ 
ings  dated  Nov,  l4,  1772,  executed  marriage  contract  (OSCEES)  250  a.  on 
Beaver  Creek,  in  Amherst  Co.  Va.,  a  part  of  27OO  a.  patented  to  Tfe.  Ca¬ 
bell,  Jr.,  re-sold  July  4,  1774,  to  Samuel  Ayres  of  Amherst  Co.  Va., 
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deTised  to  Ma.  Ayres ^  son  of  Thomas  Ayxes  dec’d,  and  Mary  his  "wife,  of 
Essex  Co.,  30  shilling  to  keep  him  from  "being  heir  to  Samuel  Ayres  (Winter 
of  1808-9)  Wf.  Rachel  of  Samuel  Ayres,  legacies:  Eva  Lackey  (?),  Jos. 
Hlggln"botham  Morrison,  Lizza  Davis,  Jolin  Lackey,  son  of  Eva  Lackey,  Fe"b. 

10,  1784.  Recorded  in  Amherst,  May  3^  1784.  Rachel  died  I808,  intestate, 
Samuel  and  Rachel  had  no  .children,  Samuel  Ayres*  "Will  Fe"b.  10,  1784.  To 
William  Ayres,  son  of  Thomas  Ayres,  dec*d,  Vol.  II,  p  226.  Sept,  27, 

1794.  Thomas  Hart,  aged  71.?  says  a'bout  60  years  ago  his  father,  Thos. 

Hart,  purchased  I5OO  acres  of  land  in  1754,  vhen  Thos.  Ayres,  Sr.,  vas 
about  to  move  to  N.C, 

There  ms  a  Samuel  0.  Ayres,  who  md  Hannah  Bewley,  and  their  descen¬ 
dant,  Mr.  Wm.  I.  Ayres,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  ms  a  draftsman  for  45  years 
for  the  Park  Dept,  there.  This  Mr.  Wm.  I.  Ayres  states  that  his  ancestor 
was  bom  on  James  River,  in  Virginia,  and  was  a  soldier  in  the  War  of  l8l2, 
Samuel  0.  and  Hannah  (pewley)  Ayres  went  from  Virginia  to  Green  Co.  Tenn. 
and  lived  at  Warrensburg,  Tenn.  They  went  from  there  in  1837^  "to  Greene 
Co.  Mo,  They  had  three  sons,  as  follows: 

1,  Anthony  Edmrd  Ayres,  b  1816,  d  l864,  Warrensburg,  Tenn,  He  md 
Catherine  Axley  Bewley  (1818-I918),  on  Oct.  19,  I838.  She  ms  the  dau  of 
John  and  Catherine  (Hunter)  Bewley. 

2.  William  Ayres,  no  information. 

3*  J.  C.  Ayres,  b  4-l6-l830,  Warrensburg,  Tenn. 

The  children  of  Anthony  Edward  and  Catherine  Axley  (Bewley)  Ayres 

were: 

1.  Hannah  E.  Ayres,  b  Aug,  8,  1837^  md  M..  V.  Rollings;  2.  Samuel 
McCord  Ayres,  b  June  29,  1842;  3.*  Hamilton  B.  Ayres,  b  Feb.  11,  l844  ;  4. 

Henry  C.  Ayres,  b  May  7^  l846;  Napoleon  B,  Ayres,  b  July  4,  1847;  6. 

John  Rollins  A^es,  b  Oct.  24,  1853.?  Polk  Co.  Mo.  He  md  on  Aug.  29,  I872, 
Penelope  McNabb.  He  d  July  16,  1933 »  She  ms  b  1854,  d  I88O.  He  md  (2) 
Sophia  Palmer,  on  Feb,  9.?  1882  and  they  had  seven  children:  1.  Eva  L. 
Ayres;  2.  Arthur  Bascqm  Ayres;  3«  Ernest  Vellum  Ayres;  4.  Alicia 
Ayres;  5-  Ori  Guy  Ayres;  6.  Henry  Brown  Ayres;  7«  Otis  Eugene  Ayres^ 
The  children  of  John  Rollins  and  Penelope  (McNabb)  Ayres  were:  1,  Walter 
W.  Ayres,  b  Nov,  9?  1873;  2.  William  Ira  Ayres,  b  Feb.  24,  1876,  md  June 

19,  1907^  Jessie  C.  Heinlien.  They  have  two  children;  1.  Dorothy  Eliza¬ 
beth  Ayres,  b  June  28,  I908,  md  June  I5,  1927  to  John  Andrew  Chiabotta; 

2.  John  Samuel  Ayres,  b  Oct.  12,  1914,  md  Jan,  I9,  1939?  Dorothy  Rule. 

The  Chiabotta *s  have  three  chilren,  Ronald  Lee,  Margaret  Jean  and  William 
Im  Chiabotta. 

Through  all  the  maze  of  relationships  and  family  names  used  through 
each  line  and  every  generation  of  Ayres  descendants,  it  is  the  Samuel  Ayres 
that  we  find  it  hardest  to  race.  In  other  pages  of  this  manuscript  may  be 
found  recoards  of  descendants  whom  we  have  thou^t  were  descendants  of 
Matthias  Ayres  and  his  son,  Nathan,  and  their  sons  Samuel. 


IV.  Nathan  Ayres  (Nathan,  Matthias ), son  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake) 
Ayi'es,  vas  h  In  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  on  Dec.  I9,  1TT6.  He  md  Catherine 
Cave  (Brown)  Ford,  widow  of  George  Ford,  on  November  I808.  Nothing  is 
known  of  this  Ford  family,  hut  there  were  other  children  besides  the  son, 
George  Ford,  who  d  July  I6,  I819.  In  l8lk  Nathan  Ayres,  Jr.,  is  shown 
on  tax  lists  of  Buckin^am  Co.  with  I93  a.  of  land.  He  lived  and  d  in 
Buckingham  Co.,  according  to  descendants.  The  census  of  Buckingham  for 
1810  shows  "Nathan  Ayres,  Jr"  with  three  males  under  10,  1  male  I6  to  26, 
1  male  26  to  45,  1  female  under  10,  1  female  26  to  45,  11  slaves.  The 
children  were  evidently  the  children  of  George  Ford.  Mrs.  Catherine 
Ford  Dupuy,  of  L3nichburg,  Va. ,  a  descendant  of  George  Ford,  stated  that 
she  thought  George  Ford’s  mother  was  a  Burette,  and  that  he  had  a  bro¬ 
ther,  Sam  Ford,  who  never  married.  It  is  quite  likely  that  George  Ford 
was  related  to  Mariah  Ford,  first  wife  of  Col.  John  B.  Ayres,  and  the 
dau  of  Boaz  Ford,  and  that  the  Sam  Ford  who  mentioned  her  children  in 
his  will  was  her  brother.  The  children  of  Nathan  and  Catherine  and 
Nathan  Ayres,  Jr.  follow.  Nathan  Ayres j  Jr.  is  shown  on  personal  pro¬ 
perty  tax  lists  of  1816  with  two  tithables,  8  slaves,  6  horses,  and  in 
I8l4  he  is  shown,  on  land  tax  list  with  I93  a.  of  land  on  Hatcher's  Creek. 
Nathan  Ayres,  Jr.  d  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  Apr.  I9,  l821.  The  children; 

1.  Benajah  Brown  Ayres,  b  Dec.  10,  I809; 

2.  Mary  Leake  Ayres,  b  Aug.  I5,  18II,  d  Sept.  I5,  1816; 

3=  Martha  J,  Ayres,  b  June  10,  l8l3; 

4.  Sallie  T.  Ayres,  b  Jan.  I3,  l8l5; 

5.  Samuel  Ayres,  b  Dec.  29,  I817,  went  to  Mississippi; 

6.  Walter  Leake  Ayres,  b  Aug.  5^  I818,  went  to  Mississippi; 

7.  Nathan  Melltus  Ayres,  b  Aug.  3I,  l820,  d  Oct.  l4,  l821; 

8.  Charles  Ayres,  died  unm. 

The  Sam  Ford,wi.ll  of  I816,  was  a  son  of  Boaz  and  Hannah  Ford.  Boaz 
Ford,  b  1749 ^  was  a  son  of  James  and  Ann  (Bondurant)  Ford,  Boaz  and  Han¬ 
nah  had  children  named  Sam,  Ma,riah,  Magdalen,  Ambrose  and  perhaps  George 
and  others. 

1.  Benajah  Brown  Ayres  was  probably  named  for  his  grandfather,  Bena¬ 
jah  Brown,  was  a  son  of  Benajah  Brown,  Jr.,  d  I762  in  Albemarle  Co.  Va., 
and  his  grandfather  was  Benajmin  Brown,  Sr.,  a  large  land  owner  in  Albe¬ 
marle  Co, 


Very  little  is  known  of  the  descendants  of  Nathan,  Jr.  and  Catherine 
Cave  (Brown)  Ford  Ayres,  except  that  we  have  a  record  from  Mrs.  J.  C. 
Edenton,  of  Jackson,  Tenn.,  now  deceased,  who  stated  to  the  compiler  that 
she  wB,s  a  dau  of  Benajah  Brown  and  Judith  (Jones)  Ayres  and  was  b  in 
Buckingham  Co.  l848.  She  md  (l)  Mr.  Bogan  and  (2)  Capt.  J.  C.  Edenton, 
who  was  born  Spotslvania  Co.  Va. ,  Aug.  30^  1842.  She  was  his  second  wife 
and  they  had  no  children.  They  were  md  at  Coldwater,  Miss.,  J\ine  6,  I883. 
Her  father,  Benajah  Ayres,  was  a  former  sheriff  of  Goochland  Co.  Va.  and 
d  in  Richmond  in  1863.  Mrs.  Kate  (Ayres)  Edenton  had  a  sister,  Mrs. 

Sidney  Ayres,  who  lived  in  1935  at  Ripley,  Miss.  She  d  Oct.  20,  I936  and 


168 


the  clipping  in  newspaper  states  that  her  name  was  Sidney  Rodes  Ayres. 

An  examination  of  the  Rodes  genealogy  reveals  that  Judith  Francisca 
Jones  was  the  dau  of  Powhatan  Jones  and  his  wf^  Sidney  F.  Rodes,  who  were 
md  1811.  Sidney  F.  Rodes  was  h  179^ ^  and  was  the  dau  of  John  Rodes  and  his 
wf  Francisca  Brown,  dau  of  Bernard  Brown  of  Albemarle  Co. 

Another  descendant,  Mr.  R*  E*  Ayres,  of  Pawhusha,  Okla.,  stated  that 
his  father  was  Powhatan  Jones  Ayres,  who  had  brothers  named  William  and  Am¬ 
brose,  and  that  Mrs.  Edenton,  to  whom  he  referred  this  compiler  for  informa¬ 
tion,  was  a  sister  of  Powhatan  Jones  Ayres.  Another  dau  of  John  and  Fran¬ 
cisca  (Brown)  Rodes  was  Frances  Rodes,  who  md  Garland  Brown.  It  is  quite 
likely  that  Nathan  Ayres'  wife,  whose  maiden  name  was  Brown,  was  related  to 
the  Garland  Brown  family. 

The  following  data  was  received  from  Mr.  John  M.  Hill,  of  Dresden, 

Tenn. : 

y  ■'  ^ 

Walter  Leake  Ayres,  son  of  Nathan  Ayres,  Jr.  and  Catherine  (Brown)  Ford, 
was  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Aug^-lb?  18T3.  He  md  Elvira  Susan  Brown,  who 
was  b  Buckingham  Co.,  Oct.  16,  l820.  They  moved  to  Marshall  Co.  Miss., 
where  he  was  a  land  and  slave  owner.  He  died  about  I87O  in  Marshall  Co. 
and  was  buried  in  the  family  cemetery  near  Waits.  His  wf  d  in  Tippah  Co. 
Miss,  about  1888  and  was  buried  in  Blue  Mountain  cemetery.  Only  one  child 
survived  infancy: 

Samuel  Nathan  Ayres,  son  of  Walter  Leake  and  Elvira  Susan  (Brown)  Ayres 
was  b  Marshall  Co.  Miss.,  May  27^  185O,  d  at  Hickory  Flat,  Miss.  July  30, 
1923  and  was  buried  in  Hickory  Flat  Cemetery.  He  md  his  cousin,  Sidney 
Rodes  Ayres,  who  was  b  near  Albremarle,  Va.,  Nov.  12,  1855^  d  near  Hickory 
Flat,  Oct.  16,  1938.  They  had  the  following  children: 

1.  Charles  Walter  Ayres,  was  b  at  Hickory  Flat,  Miss.,  June  12,  1883, 
and  is  unm. 

2.  Samuel  Nathan  Ayres  was  b  at  Hickory  Flat,  May  1,  I885 •  He  is  a 
graduate  of  University  of  Mississippi,  1913^  and  a  practising  lawyer  at 
Ripley,  Miss. 

3.  James  Edenton  Ayres  was  b  in  Tippah  Co.,  Miss.,  Feb.  15^  189^. 

He  was  killed  in  a  car  wreck  at  Grenada,  Miss.,  Nov.  20,  1933^  while  on  offi¬ 
cial  business  as  game  warden  of  Mississippi.  He  md  near  Holly  Springs,  Miss, 
on  Dec.  27,  1917^  Eula  Leah  Russell,  who  was  b  in  Marshall  Co.  Miss.,  1895* 
They  have  four  children: 

1.  Michie  Rodes  Ayres,  b  Oct.  1  ,  I918,  Tippah  Co.  Miss; 

2.  James  Edenton  Ayres,  Jr.,  b  Aug.  9^  1920,  d  Dec.  I3,  1921; 

3.  Sidney  Rivers  Ayres,  b  Feb.  7^  1923; 

4.  Minor  Lanier  Ayres,  b  Oct.  I5,  1925 •  The  last  three  were  b 
at  Hickory  Flat,  when  the  family  lived  on  a  farm  near  there. 
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The  information  concerning  the  descendants  of  this  Walter  Leake  Ay¬ 
res  came  from  Mr.  Samuel  Nathan  Ayres.  The  records  "were  taken  from  a 
family  Bihle^  which  also  records  that  Benajah  Brown  Ayres  d  in  Sidney, 
Henrico  Co.  Va,,  July  11,  l864,  and  his  wife,  Judith  Francisca  Ayres,  d 
at  American  Hotel,  Richmond,  Va.,  March  11,  1863. 

In  the  Holman  notes  we  find  that  the  Fords,  Moseleys  and  Browns  inter¬ 
married.  A  Betsey  Moseley  md  Miletus  Brown.  One  of  the  children  of  Na¬ 
than  Ayres,  Jr.  and  his  wf,  Catherine,  was  Nathan  Miletus  Ayres,  h  l820, 

d  1821. 

There  seems  to  he  a  great  deal  of  disagreement  among  Maxey  descen¬ 
dants  concerning  the  line.  Most  of  the  information  given  was  given  to 
me  hy  Mr.  S*  Maxey,  RFD  2,  Cimnherland,  Md.,  who  has  spent  many  years 
collecting  information  and  is  writing  a  history  of  the  Maxeys.  There 
are  many  Maxey  descendants  who  have  married  into  the  Ayres  family.  Mr. 

¥*  ¥♦  Tincher,  63IO  Templeton  St.,  Huntington  Park,  California,  and 
George  Weatherall,  formerly  of  Windsor,  Mo.,  now  of  Los  Angeles,  have 
also  collected  quite  extensive  data.  Mr.  Weatherall  is  said  to  he  an 
authority  on  the  family  and  its  connections.  In  Vol.  J  of  The  Huguenot 
can  he  found  data  concerning  the  Maxey,  as  well  as  other  Huguenot  fami¬ 
lies. 


As  Mr.  Weatherall  gave  the  descent  several  years  ago,  Edward  Maxey, 

Sr.,  h  in  France  (165O-I692),  came  to  Manikintown,  Virginia,  Powhatan 
Co.  in  1700  on  "The  Nassau".  His  will,  April  10,  1737*  His  children 
were;  John,  William,  Walter,  Syl’vanus,  Nathaniel,  Elizabeth  and  another 
dau.  His  wf  was  Susannah _ _ .  William  md  Elizabeth  Suhlett;  Eliza¬ 

beth  md  John  Radford;  another  dau,  md  William  Barnes.  William's  children 
were  John,  Nathan,  Kerenhappuch,  Jemima,  Bede,  Keziah  and  Mary  Elizabeth. 
John  md  Marianne  Forsee,  Kerenhappuch  md  Jacob  Bondurant  Salle;  Jemima 
md  Joseph  Augustine  Salle;  Mary  Elizabeth  md  George  Davis.  Mr.  S*  D* 

Maxey  states  that  the  immigrant,  Edward  Maxey,  Sr.,  is  buried  in  the  cem¬ 
etery  at  Manikintown.  He  d  1725* 

Edward  Maxey,  Sr.,  patented  land  1724  and  1725*  His  son,  Edward 
Maxey,  Jr.,  d  1740.  They  both  patented  land,  400  a.  each,  Aug.  I7,  1725 ^ 
on  South  side  of  James  River  on  Jones  Creek,  Pat.  Bk.  12,  p  252.  The 
book  states  that  they  came  from  Essex,  England.  Edward,  Sr.  gave  his 
400  a.  to  his  son,  Edward,  Jr.  The  land  patented  Aug.  24,  1725>  "was  giv¬ 
en  to  his  other  son,  Radford  Maxey. 

Radford  Maxey,  son  of  Edward,  Sr.,  md  (l)  1743,?  Nancy  E.  Bell;  he 
md  (2)  Elizabeth  Fuqua  in  1745*  Mrs.  J*  W.  Pumphrey,  of  Memphis,  lately 
deceased,  is  a  descendant.  Other  Maxey  descendants  who  are  interested 
are  Rev.  Harry  H.  Martlndale,  P«  0*  Box  755 ^  Vero  Beach,  Fla.,  (great 
grandson  of  Rev.  Asa  Maxey,  who  md  Catherine  Steele).  Mr.  Martindale 
has  a  history  of  the  Maxeys  written  by  Asa  Maxey. 

Mr.  S*  D*  Maxey  is  founder  and  president  of  the"Maxey  Boosters", 
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an  organization  for  the  collection  of  family  data.  The  children  of  Edward 
Maxey  ,  Jr.  and  of  Susannah  were;  John  Maxey,  h  1699^  md.  Sarah  Sampson; 
Nathan  Maxey;  Elizabeth  Maxey,  md  John  Radford;  William  Maxey  (wife  Mary) ; 
Walter  Maxey,  Sylvanus  Maxey.  There  is  some  discrepancy  in  all  these  notes. 
They  are  recorded  here  as  given  to  the  compiler.  Mr.  S.  D.  Maxey,  who  was 
bom  and  lived  in  Buckingham  Co.  -until  nine  years  of  age,  gives  his  des¬ 
cent  as  follows; 

Ed-ward  Maxey,  Sr.,  patented  land  1724  and  1725 ^  Henrico  Co.  Va.,  d  Oct. 

1725,  will  in  Henrico. 

2.  Edward  Maxey,  Jr.,  b  England,  -will  1737^  "wf  Susannah,  -will  1743^  Gooch¬ 
land  Co.  Va. 

3.  William  Paul  Maxey,  b  1701,  will  I768,  md  Mary  Elizabeth  Sublett,  b 
June  1718,  d  1778^  "Will  Cumberland  Co.  Va.  One  of  William  Maxey ’s  wives  was 
Mary  E.  Salle,  dau  of  Peter  Salle. 

4.  Nathaniel  Edward  Maxey  md  Ruth  E.  Ford,  b  Feb.  l4,  1743*  He  md  (2) 

Jane  Hall.  The  two  wives  had  12  children. 

5.  Ed-ward  Maxey  (Nathaniel  Edward  and  Jane  Hall),  was  b  1772,  md  (l)  Miss 
Baber.  Md  (2)  Mary  Ann  Harris,  bl786.  Md  (3)  Ann  Glover. 

6.  George  Dinguld  Maxey,  b  1823,  md  Mary  Jane  Robertson. 

7.  Frank  Nathaniel  Maxey,  b  I856,  d  1920,  md  Willie  Ann  Williams. 

8.  Samuel  Dinguld  Maxey,  of  C-umberland,  Md.,  b  l882,  md  Rose  F,  Fahnstock. 

Mr.  S.  D.  Maxey’ s  Ayres  descent  is  as  follows; 

1.  Matthias  Ayres  md  Elizabeth  Hales 

2.  Mary  Ayres  md  Charles  Garrott,  Sr. 

3»  Chas.  Garrott,  Jr.,  md  Chloe  Agee; 

4.  Walter  Watson  Garrott,  md  Elizabeth  Brooks; 

5.  Mary  Elizabeth  Garrett,  md  Samuel  E.  Williams; 

6.  Willie  Ann  Williams,  md  Fiank  N.  Maxey. 

BONDURANT  NOTES 

As  is  the  case  in  many  of  the  Huguenot  lines  connected  with  the  Ayres 
family,  the  descent  as  given  the  compiler,  or  gleaned  from  several  sources 
is  not  proved. 

In  Vol.  II,  Tennessee  Branch  of  Huguenot  Society,  we  read,  "Jean  Pierre 
Bondurant  arrived  in  America  from  London  and  Handed  at  Jamestown,  Va.,  20 
Sept.  1700.  He  settled  in  Henrico  Co.  on  South  side  of  Jones  Creek.  He  md 
Ann  ,  after  he  came  to  America.  When  Goochland  Co.  -was  cut  off  from 

Henrico,  he  was  then  in  Goochland.  He  was  a  vestryman  in  King  William  Par¬ 
ish  from  1731  to  1732  and  a^in  in  1734.  The  date  of  his  birth  has  been 
estimated  as  about  1769.  He  d  in  Goochland  Co.  Va.  in  1734.  In  his  -will 
he  names  his  wife,  Ann,  as  sole  executrix.  No  proof  has  been  fo-und  of  the 
name  Ann  before  her  marriage.  Some  say  she  -was  the  sister  of  Pierre  Faure. 
In  his  will  he  names  the  following  children;  John,  Peter,  Joseph,  Ann, 
Frances,  who  md  Pierre  Salle.  Their  children  were  Isaac  Salle,  b  Oct. 

1734;  Abraham  b  Nov.  18,  1736;  Marie  b  Oct.  1,  174lj  Jacob  b  Feb.  9^  1744; 
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Joseph  h  Mar.  9^  17^^^  and  Judith  Salle  h  Oct.  20,  17^9* 

Others  state  the  first  immigrant  of  the  Bondurant  family  was  Jacob 
Bondurant,  will  1735^  Henrico  Co.  Va.  He  md  Anne  Rouvieere,  dau  of  Claude, 
Their  children  were: 

John  Pierre  Bondurant  md  Ann  Tanner; 

Ann  Bondurant  h  1712,  md  Jacq^ues  Faure  (James  Ford.) 

Joseph  Bondurant  md  Agnes  Radford.  She  was  a  dau  of  John  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Maxey)  Radford,  and  Elizabeth  was  the  oldest  dau  of  Edward  Maxey, 

Jr. 

Francoise  Jane  Bondurant  md  Pierre  Salle. 

The  children  of  Joseph  and  Agnes  (Radford)  Bondurant  were: 

Mary  Bondurant  md  Rev.  Edward  Maxey  and  Co,  Nathan  Ayres; 

Joseph  Bondurant,  Jr.  md  Elizabeth  Davis.  He  d  179^; 

Edward  Bondurant; 

Agnes  Bondurant  md  Chas.  Maxey; 

Betty  Bondurant  md  Perkins; 

Sucky  (?)  Bondurant  md  Landrum. 
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THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  WALTER  AND  AGNES  (MAXEI)  AYRES 

V.  Walter  Ayres,  son  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres,  "was  horn  in 
Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  April  6,  1779*  He  "was  married  to  his  step-sister, 

Agnes  Maxey,  dau  of  Rev.  Ed-ward  and  Mary  (Bondurant)  Maxey,  on  Dec.  11, 
l800,  in  Virginia. 

The  infonnation  concerning  their  descendants  came  largely  from  a 
genealogy  compiled  by  Mr.  W.  W.  Robinson  of  Chicago,  a  descendant.  His 
notes  "were  loaned  to  this  compiler  by  his  dau,  Mrs.  W.  E.  Caldwell,  of 
Chicago.  Mrs.  W.  T.  Runyan,  or  Norborne,Mo. ,  also  contributed  Bible  re¬ 
cords  and  information,  as  did  Miss  Susie  Robinson  of  McCredie,  Mo.,  all 
of  them  descendants  of  Walter  and  Agnes  (Maxey)  Ayres. 

Walter  Ayres  d  May  21,  I838,  in  Kentucky.  Agnes  Maxey  was  b  in 
Virginia  July  29,  I78I  and  d  Sept.  25,  l837- 

In  Register  of  State  Historical  Society  of  Kentucky,  Vol.  18,  p  35^ 
where  Railey's  History  of  Woodford  Co.  Ky.  is  printed,  we  read,  "Walter 
Ayres  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  in  1799  and  married  in  that  state 
Agnes  Maxey  in  I8OO.  She  was  the  grand-dau^ter  of  the  French  Dr.  Bon¬ 
durant.  They  came  to  Woodford  Co.  in  I8OI.  His  father,  Nathan  Ayres, 
came  from  England  in  1720  and  settled  in  Virginia,  and  he,  too,  was  of 
Huguenot  descent,  his  father  having  emigrated  from  France  to  England 
after  the  massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew.  Nathan  Ayres  married  Mary  Leake 
and  served  in  the  Revolution" . 

The  census  of  Fayette  Co.  Ky.,  from  which  Woodford  Co.  was  taken, 
for  1810,  shows  Walter  Ayres  "in  county  outside  Versailles,  seven  in 
family,  five  slaves".  From  Old  Ky.  entries  and  deeds.  Court  of  Appeals 
Deeds,  p.  462,  we  read; 

E.  M.  &  W.  N.  Ayres,  Woodford  Co.,  Feb.  I9,  1839^  10,0l8  acres. 

Bk.  27,  p  ll4. 

Mary  Ayres,  Gallatin  Co.,  Dec.  l4,  181I,  slaves. 

Nathan  Ayres  and  wife,  Woodford  Co.,  Ky.,  Jan.  28,  l48l,  Bk.  27,  p. 

275. 

Nathan  Ayres  and  wife,  Woodford  Co.,  Ky.,  Feb.  I9,  I829,  10,(jl8  acres, 
Bk  275,  p  ll4." 

In  Mr.  Robinson’s  note  book  we  find  this  information;  "After  the 
death  of  his  first  wife,  Mary  Leake  Ayres,  Nathan  Ayres  I  married  Mary 
Bondurant,  widow  of  Rev.  Edward  Maxey,  deceased,  so  that  my  maternal 
great  grandfather  of  one  line  became  husband  and  wife,  i.e.,  my  great 
grandmother  of  another  line,  the  two  families  becoming  more  closely  con¬ 
nected  by  the  intermarriage  of  their  children  resulting  from  prior  mar¬ 
riages,  although  those  children  were  not  related  by  blood.  There  were 
no  further  children  from  the  marriage  of  Nathan  Ayres  and  IVfary  Bondurant. 

Walter  Ayres,  my  maternal  grandfather,  was  bom  in  Buckingham  Co. 

Va.,  April  6,  1779 ^  the  fourth  child  of  Nathan  Ayres  I  and  Mary  Leake, 
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his  wife.  He  was  married  to  Agnes  lyfexey  in  Virginia  Dec.  11,  l800.  She 
was  the  "before  mentioned  dau^ter  of  Rev.  Edward  Maxey  and  Mary  Bondnrant. 

Mr.  Rohinson  says  fiorther:  "Walter  Ayres  removed  to  Woodford  Co.  Ky. 
shortly  after  his  marriage,  acquired  a  valuable  farm  in  the  choicest  blue 
grass  region  of  the  state  and  greatly  prospered.  He  was  a  thrifty,  en¬ 
terprising  gentleman  of  the  old  school,  highly  respected  and  widely  known. 
He  built  for  his  home  a  commodious  mansion.  He  owned  a  large  family  of 
negro  slaves  and  brou^t  his  large  farm  to  a  high  degree  of  cultivation 
and  accumiilated  a  considerable  fortune  for  that  time  and  locality" . 

He  lived  in  comfoid:  and  his  home  was  a  center  of  generous  hospital¬ 
ity  and  social  refinement.  He  was  distinguished  for  his  Christian  piety 
and  exemplary  conduct  in  every  relation  of  life;  for  propiety  and  up¬ 
rightness  and  a  spotless  character.  He  was  serious  and  dignified,  reti¬ 
cent  of  speech,  soft-spoken,  always  under  perfect  control.  His  partriar- 
etial  appearance,  dignified  manners,  softness  of  voice  and  speech,  even¬ 
ness  of  temper  and  integrity  of  character  were  transmitted  to  several  of 
his  children  in  a  marked  degree;  to  my  uncles  Edward  and  John  perhaps  in 
the  highest  degree" . 

"My  grandfather,  Walter  Ayres,  living  in  his  elegant  mansion  seat 
on  a  large  and  fertile  plantation  in  the  heart  of  the  blue  grass  region 
of  Woodford  Co.  Ky.,  was  a  model  man  in  every  relation  of  life.  His 
family  government,  both  as  to  his  children  and  slaves  was  exemplary  and 
all  his  children  carried  through  life  the  lasting  Impressions  of  his 
character  and  training." 

"The  Maxey  family,  who  were  my  mother's  maternal  ancestry,  were  of 
a  different  but  equally  estimable  type  as  to  character.  While  the  Ayres 
type  were  lean,  of  soft,  deep-toned  voice  and  not  remarkable  for  physi¬ 
cal  strength,  vitality  or  endurance,  the  Maxeys’  were  robust,  or  marked 
vitality  and  longevity,  jovial,  hl^-spirited,  amiable,  of  hi^-keyed, 
unmusical  voice,  energetic  and  bold  in  enterprise,  fond  of  society  and 
the  enjoyments  of  life"  . 


The  notes  from  Woodford  Co.  Ky.  records  show  that  at  the  time  of 
his  death,  Walter  Ayres  was  possessed  of  10,0l8  acres  of  land.  He  and 
his  wife,  Agnes  (Maxey)  Ayres,  had  nine  children,  as  follows: 


1.  Elizabeth  Ann  Ayres  ) 

2.  Mary  Bondiirant  Ayres)  Twins 

3.  Edward  Maxey  Ayres 

4.  Judith  Ayres 

5.  Nathan  Ayres 


6.  John  Moseley  Ayres 

7.  Levlas  Jane  Ayres) 

8.  Agnes  Maxey  Ayres)  Twins 

9.  Walter  Nathaniel  Ayres 


1.  Elizabeth  Ann  Ayres,  dau  of  Walter  and  Agnes  (Maxey)  Ayres,  was 
b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Feb.  12,  l802.  She  md  William  Gerard  in  Woodford 
Co,  Ky.,  Mar.  I5,  I825.  They  removed  to  Missouri  about  1827  and  for  a 
time  lived  in  Calloway  Co.,  but  afterward  settled  in  Ralls  Co.  Mo.  Wn. 
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Gerard  served  for  a  time  in  the  Missouri  Legislature.  Elizabeth  Ann 
(Ayres)  was  the  twin  of  ]yfe,ry  Bondurant  Ayres.  William  and  Elizabeth 
Ann  (Ayres)  Gerard  had  three  children.  She  d  in  May^  1845.  Their 
children  were: 

1.  Agnes  Gerard  md  George  Schroeder,  and  died  childless. 

2.  Walter  Gerard  died  on  a  trip  home  from  California  when  a  young 
man  and  is  buried  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  He  was  unmarried. 

3^  Edward  Nathan  Gerard,  b  Aug.  29,  1834,  md  Priscilla  .  Drane  on 
June  l8,  1857^  in  Shelby  Co.  Mo.  He  d  in  Arizona  in  1904.  He  was  a 
physician  of  Leonard,  Mo.  They  had  seven  children,  as  follows: 

1.  Walter  Gerard,  b  Apr.  3^  I858,  lived  in  Seattle; 

2.  Susan  Gemrd,  b  Oct.  26,  i860,  died  in  l884; 

3.  Mary  Gerard,  b  Dec.  12,  1863; 

4.  Nellie  Gerard,  b  Aug.  27,  1866,  md  Dr.  Gentry; 

5.  Richard  Gerard,  b  Dec.  27^  I872; 

6.  William  Gerard,  b  Dec.  I7,  1876; 

7.  Harry  Gerard,  b  March  26,  1879* 

Miss  Mary  Gerard  was  living  in  I919  in.  Ft.  Bragg,  California  and  wrote 
this  compiler  that  she  had  the  original  will  of  her  great  grandfather,  Wal¬ 
ter  Ayres,  written  by  himself. 

2.  Mary  Bondurant  Ayres,  dau  of  Walter  and  Agnes  (Maxey)  Ayres  and 
twin  sister  of  Betsy  (Ayres)  Gerard,  is  written  of  as  follows  in  Mr.  Robin¬ 
son’s  note  book:  "My  mother,  whose  maiden  name  was  Mary  Bondurant  Ayres, 
was  b  in  Buckin^iam  Co.  Va.,  Feb.  12,  l802.  Her  maternal  grandparents  were 
Edward  Maxey  and  Mary  Bondurant,  who  was  a  dau^ter  of  Dr.  Bondurant,  a  ^ ' 
French  emigrant  of  some  note.  She  was  married  to  John  Robinson,  my  father, 
at  her  father’s  home  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.  on  July  29,  I823.  They  lived  about 
three  years  on  a  farm  in  Mercer,  Ky.,  where  their  two  oldest  children  were 
born.  In  1826  they  removed  to  Calloway  Co.  Mo.,  where  they  resided  the  re¬ 
mainder  of  their  lives." 

John  Robinson,  according  to  Mr.  M.  W.  Robinson's  notes,  was  the  son 
of  Michael  and  Nancy  (Waller)  Robinson.  Michael  Robinson  was  the  son  of 
Henry  Robinson,  who  emigrated  from  England  with  his  wife,  Mary  Waring,  at 
about  35  years  of  age,  to  Virginia,  in  1766  and  settled  in  Spotsylvania 
Co.  about  twelve  miles  from  Fredericksburg.  Michael  Robinson  was  b  in 
Spotsylvania  Co.  July  12,  I768,  and  md  to  Nancy  Waller  in  that  Co.  on 
Feb.  16,  1792.  She  was  a  dau  of  George  Waller  and  Mary  Ware.  In  I809, 
they  went  to  Scott  Co.  Ky.,  and  from  there  to  a  fam  near  Harrodsburg,  Ky. 
where  he  resided  until  he  died  on  Feb.  17,  I815.  His  wife,  Nancy  (Waller) 
Robinson  resided  at  the  same  place  until  her  death,  Dec.  I8,  I823.  Henry 
Robinson,  youngest  brother  of  Michael  Robinson,  was  twice  married  and  had 
thirty  children,  twenty-four  by  his  first  wife,  of  whom  sixteen  grew  to 
be  men  and  women,  and  six  by  his  second  wife. 

John  Robinson,  son  of  Michael  and  Nancy  (Waller)  Robinson,  was  b  in 
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Spotsylvania  Co.  Va. ,  Apr.  11^  1796.  They  lived  for  some  three  years 
after  their  mairlage  on  a  faim  in  Mercer  Co.  Ky.,  about  four  miles  from 
Danville,  -where  their  eldest  child,  Judith,  was  horn.  In  November, 

1826  they  moved  to  Calloway  Co.  Mo.,  and  selected  a  farm  about  seven 
miles  north  of  Fulton,  entering  at  various  times  at  Government  land  Of¬ 
fice  until  he  acq_uired  720  acres.  He  died  there  Aug.  2,  1852.  She  d 
Feb.  l4,  l884.  They  were  md  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.,  on  July  29,  I823. 

John  and  Mary  Bondurant  (Ayres)  Robinson  had  ei^t  children,  whose 
names  follows; 


1.  Judith  Ann  Robinson 

2.  Agnes  Jane  Robinson 
3i>  Walter  Ayres  Robinson 

4.  Nancy  Waller  Robinson 


5.  John  E.  Robinson 

6.  Michael  Waller  Robinson 

7.  Addison  Le-wis  Robinson 

8.  Mary  Elizabeth  Robinson 


1.  Judith  Ann  Robinson,  dau  of  John  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Robinson,  -was 
b  in  Mercer  Co.  Ky-,  June  29,  1824,  and  md  at  the  family  homestead, 
Calloway  Co.  Mo.,  on  July  I7,  1842,  to  John  Perrow  Sallee,  son  of  Edward 
and  Magdalen  (Moseley)  Sallee,  natives  of  Virginia.  They  were  married 
1808  and  first  settled  in  Kentucky.  They  moved  to  Calloway  Co.  Mo.  in 
1829  and  had  thirteen  children,  of  whom  John  P.  -was  the  seventh  child. 
Magdalen  Moseley  -was  the  dau  of  Thomas  Moseley  and  Magdalen  Guerrant, 
who  were  md  May  29,  I782.  Thomas  Moseley  "was  the  son  of  Robert  Moseley, 
Jr.,  who  "was  the  son  of  Robert  Moseley,  Sr.  Thomas  Moseley  fought  in 
the  Revolution  and  went  from  Virginia  to  Kentucky  in  1790*  He  -was  b 
Jan.  7,  1759^  in  Buckingham  or  Chesterfield  Co.  Va.  and  d  I835.  Mt. 
Sterling,  Ky.  (The  Information  concerning  the  Moseley  family  was  taken 
from  the  Moseley  genealogy) .  The  information  below  concerning  the 
Guerrant  family  -was  taken  from  the  Huguenot  Vol,  5! 


Daniel  Guerrant  was  a  Huguenot  refugee  who  came  to  Virginia  about 
1700  with  Marie,  his  wife.  He  -was  b  Jan.  1663.  His  son,  Peter,  -was 
b  in  France  and  md  clrce  1732  Magdalen  Trabue,  dau  of  Sir.  Anthony  Tra- 
bue.  Peter  Guerrant  -was  a  Major  in  Colonial  -wars  and  d  June  25,  1750. 
His  dau  Magdalen,  b  Aug.  31>  1740,  md  1758^  Robert  Moseley,  and  their 
dau.  Magdalen  Guerrant,  md  Thomas  Moseley.  Mr.  W.  W.  Tlncher  of  Hunt¬ 
ington  Park,  California,  and  Mr.  George  Weatherall,  Windsor,  Mo.,  are 
descendants  of  this  line,  -with  whom  this  compiler  has  had  correspondence. 

John  Perrow  Sallee  -was  b  Jan.  2,  I820,  near  Mt.  Sterling,  Montgom¬ 
ery  Co.  Ky.  He  d  on  Oct.  4,  1907^  at  Pomona,  Cal.  and  his  "wf  died  on 
Feb.  22,  1872.  The  children  of  John  Perrow  and  Judith  Ann  (Robinson) 
Sallee  were  as  follows: 


1. 

Joseph  Walter  Sallee 

6. 

Elizabeth  Magdalen  Sallee 

2. 

John  Edward  Sallee 

7. 

Lydia  Ann  Sallee 

3. 

Agnes  Martha  Sallee 

8. 

Nancy  Belle  Sallee 

4. 

5. 

Mary  Jane  Sallee 

Robert  Francis  Sallee 

9. 

Stonewall  Sallee 
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1*  Joseph  Walter  Sallee,  son  of  John  P,  and  Judith  Ann  (Robinson) 
Sallee  was  b  in  Calloway  Co.  Mo.,  Aug,  l4,  1843  and  married  Maggie  J, 

McKim,  of  Grand  Prarie,  Mo.  on  Mar.  21,  l867«  They  had  seven  children, 
as  follows:  1.  Frazier  M.  Sallee,  2.  Edward  Salle,  d  at  5  years; 

3.  Eugie  Sallee;  4.  Maggie  M.  Sallee;  5*  Berta  Sallee;  6.  John  Sallee; 

7.  Joseph  Sallee, 

2.  John  Edward  Sallee,  son  of  John  P.  and  Judith  Ann  (Robinson) 

Sallee,  was  b  July  15^  1845,  and  md  Ella  E,  Hitt,  of  Mexico,  Mo.,  on  May  2, 

1883.  Their  children  were:  1.  Janie  Sallee,  d  infant;  2.  Edward 
Sallee,  b  May  29,  l884, 

3.  Agnes  Martha  Sallee,  dau  of  John  P.  and  Judith  Ann  (Robinson) 
Sallee,  was  b  Sept.  2,  1847^  d  Jan,  l4,  1849* 

4.  Robert  Francis  Sallee,  son  of  John  P.  and  Judith  Ann  (Robinson) 
Sallee,  was  b  April  12,  I85O  and  md  Flora  Bisbee  in  Los  Angeles,  Cal., 

March  l884.  They  had  three  children:  1.  Ward  Sallee;  2.  Bessie  J. 
Sallee;  3*  Another  dau,  name  unhnown, 

5.  Mary  Jane  Sallee,  dau  of  John  P,  and  Judith  Ann  (Robinson) 

Sallee,  was  b  Aug.  21,  1852  and  md  Elbert  Bussey  in  Los  Angeles,  Feb. 

1889.  They  had  one  child,  Addie  B  lie  Bussey,  Elbert  Bussey  and  his  sis¬ 
ter,  Jennie,  were  reared  by  Mary  Bondurant  (Ayres)  Robinson,  grandmother 
of  Mary  Jane  Sallee. 

6.  Elizabeth  Magdalen  Sallee  (called  Maggie),  dau  of  John  P.  and 
Judith  Ann  (Robinson)  Sallee,  was  b  Sept.  12,  1854,  and  md  James  William 
Tincher,  of  Grand  Prairie,  Calloway  Co.  Mo.,  on  May  11,  1882.  She  d  June 
18,  1933 ^  la  Long  Beach,  Cal.  William  Tincher  was  b  June  7^  1852,  md  in 
Mexico,  Audrian  Co.  Mo.,  and  d  at  Long  Beach  on  May  12,  1929 .  The  chil¬ 
dren  of  William  and  Magdalen  (Sallee)  Tincher  were:  William  Walter  Tin¬ 
cher,  b  Nov.  22,  1885,  Pomona,  Cal.,  md  June  l4,  1933 •  He  is  my  author¬ 
ity  for  this  Tincher-Sallee  data.  2.  Eugene  Tincher,  b  Oct.  I5,  1888. 

3.  Marguerite  Mareta  Tincher,  b  Apr.  21,  1894,  d  Long  Beach. 

7.  Lydia  Ann  Sallee,  dau  of  Jno.  P.  and  Judith  Ann  (Robinson)  Sallee, 

was  b  Apr,  21,  1857*  She  md  Henry  Downs  in  Orange  Co,  Cal.  on  Apr.  6, 

1880,  and  d  in  Missouri,  June  23,  I88O. 

8.  Nancy  Belle  Sallee,  dau  of  John  P,  and  Judith  Ann  (Robinson) 
Sallee,  was  b  March  2,  i860.  She  never  married, 

9.  Stonewall  Sallee,  son  of  John  P.  and  Judith  Ann  (Robinson)  Sallee, 
was  b  Dec,  3^  l863»- 

2,  Agnes  Jane  Robinson,  dau.  of  John  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Robinson,  was  b 
in  Kentucky,  Oct.  2,  1826  and  taken  to  Missouri  at  the  age  of  two  months. 
She  md  on  Nov,  4,  1847,  Samuel  Thornhill.  He  was  a  son  of  Thomas  and  Agnes 

(Patterson)  Thornhill,  Thomas  Thornhill  was  the  son  of  Jesse  and  Elizabeth 
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(Stephenson)  Thornhill,  of  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  Samuel  Thornhill's  first 
"wf  "was  Susie  Stevens  and  his  third  wf  vas  Margaret  McCracken.  He  set¬ 
tled  in  Calloway  Co.  in  1838.  (The  Thornhill  data  was  taken  from  Pio¬ 
neer  Families  of  Missouri.) 

The  children  of  Samuel  Thornhill  and  his  second  wf,  Agnes  Jane 
Robinson  were:  1.  Charles  Thornhill,  d  infant;  Agnes  Jane  (Robinson) 
Thornhill,  d  Aug.  16,  I852. 

3.  Walter  Ayres  Robinson,  son  of  John  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Robinson, 
was  b  June  10,  I829  in  Missouri.  He  md  Mary  E.  Martien  on  Nov.  9^ 

1853.  They  had  one  child,  Nancy  Agnes  Robinson,  b  Aug.  23,  I854,  who 
md  John  A.  Guthrie  of  Mexico,  Mo.  on  Sept.  5,  18TT,  and  d  June  I9,  188O. 
Walter  A.  Robinson's  wf  d  Mar.  I5,  I856  and  he  md  second  on  Feb.  8,  I865, 
Rachel  Ennis  Patterson.  He  d  Apr.  22,  I893.  They  had  the  following 
children; 

1.  Susan  Elizabeth  Robinson,  b  Nov.  21,  I865,  unm; 

2.  John  Walter  Robinson,  b  Sept.  20,  1868; 

3.  Charles  Addison  Robinson,  b  Jan.  I87O; 

h.  Mary  Belle  Robinson,  b  Dec.  21,  18t1,  md  Marvin  L.  Wallace 
on  May  28,  1894.  They  had  one  child,  Walter  Bell  Wallace,  b  July  k, 

1897; 

5.  David  Marshall  Robinson,  b  Jan.  27,  187^,  d  Oct.  26,  I876; 

6.  Walter  Maxey  Robinson,  b  Apr.  4,  I877; 

7*  Robert  Milton  Robinson,  b  Nov.  12,  188O; 

8.  Sarah  Price  Robinson,  b  March  I9,  l882; 

9.  Ennie  Vivian  Robinson,  b  Apr.  l4,  1886. 

4.  Nancy  Waller  Robinson,  dau.  of  John  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Robinson, 
was  b  in  Calloway  Co.  Mo.,  on  June  21,  I832.  She  md  on  Nov.  23,  I85I, 
William  Pike  Porter,  who  was  b  1815.  They  resided  near  Newark,  Lewis 
Co.  Mo.  She  d  April  24,  I880.  The  children  of  William  Pike  and  Nancy 
Waller  (Robinson)  Porter  were; 

1.  An  infant,  b  Nov.  l4,  l882,  lived  on  week; 

2.  Samuel  Thornhill  Porter; 

3.  Mary  Agnes  Porter; 

4.  James  Walter  Porter; 

5 .  Annie  Bell  Porter; 

6.  Addison  Pike  Porter; 

7 •  Edward  Waller  Porter; 

8.  Sarah  E.  Porter; 

9.  Robinson  R.  Porter; 

2.  Samuel  Thornhill  Porter  was  b  Feb.  20,  I854  and  md  Alpha  Sarah 
Hope  on  May  I7,  1877 •  In  the  Agee  genealogy  we  find  her  genealogy.  Her 
mother  was  Nancy  Jane  Bondurant,  b  June  1,  l84l,  dau.  of  Thomas  and  Mary 
(Agee)  Bondurant.  She  md  William  Nelson  Hope,  who  was  b  Shelby  Co.  ICy., 
Dec.  6,  1838.  Their  dau.,  Sarah  Alpha  Hope,  was  b  Lewis  Co.  Mo.,  Apr.  4, 
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1856.  They  were  md  at  Kirksville^  Mo.  The  children  of  Samuel  Thornhill 
and  Sarah  Alpha  (Hope)  Porter  were: 

1.  William  Everett  Porter,  h  Dec.  29^  1878; 

2.  Robinson  Lee  Porter,  b  Apr.  2,  188I; 

3.  Richard  Arthur  Porter,  b  June  2,  l88^; 

4.  Samuel  Hope  Porter,  b  Oct,  17^  l886j  d  Feb.  1,  I887. 

Sarah  Alpha  (Hope)  Porter  d  Apr,  28,  1895  and  Samuel  Thornhill  Porter  md 
(2)  on  Oct.  15,  1896,  Lillie  Yates. 

3.  Mary  Agnes  Porter,  dau.  of  William  Pike  and  Haney  Waller  (Robinson) 
Porter,  was  b  May  22,  I856,  d  Mar,  11,  1874; 

4.  James  Walter  Porter  was  b  Feb.  9;  1858  and  md  Annie  Throckmorton 

on  Sept.  26,  1880.  Their  children  were:  1.  Eola  M.  Porter,  b  Dec.  29, 
I88I;  2,  Eda  M.  Porter,  b  June  22,  I883;  3*  John  W.  Porter,  b  Sept,  'J, 

1886. 


5.  Annie  Bell  Porter  was  b  Aug.  4,  i860  and  md  James  B.  Kaylor  on 

Hov.  29,  1875*  They  moved  from  Lewis  Co.  Mo.  to  Blaine,  Washington,  and 

had  the  following  children:  1.  Margaret  Emeline  Kaylor,  b  Feb.  22,  1883; 
2.  Wm.  H.  Kaylor,  b  Jan.  16,  I885;  3*  Paul  P.  Kaylor,  b  Jan.  6,  I887; 

4.  James  W.  Kaylor,  b  Feb.  I8,  I89O,  Nellie  V.  Kaylor,  the  oldest  child 
of  James  B,  and  Annie  Bell  (Porter)  Kaylor,  was  b  April  27^  1879^  and  md 
Alvin  Minor  on  Dec,  2,  I896. 

6.  Addison  Pike  Porter,  b  March  4,  l862,  no  information. 

7.  Edward  Waller  Porter,  b  June  6,  I865,  md  Ella  Collins  on  Oct.  3) 

1893*  They  resided  in  Lewiston,  Mo, 

8.  Sarah  E.  Porter,  b  June  16,  I867.  No  further  information. 

9«  Robinson  R.  Porter,  b  Feb,  17^  1869^  md  Rosa  L.  McCann  in  Cali¬ 
fornia  on  Feb.  I7,  I892.  They  had  the  following  children:  1.  Maurice 

Porter,  b  Jan,  26,  1893;  2.  Sarah  B,  Porter,  b  Oct.  6,  1894;  3*  Roberta 

L.  Porter,  b  March  8,  1897* 

5.  John  Edward  Robinson,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Bondurant  (Ayres) 
Robinson,  was  b  in  Calloway  Co.  Mo.,  Jan,  10,  1835*  He  md  Annie  Louise 
Wardwall  in  Mexico,  Mo.  on  Oct.  19^  I87O,  He  d  the  fall  of  I912.  They 
had  the  following  children: 

1.  Mabel  W.  Robinson,  b  Aug.  8,  1871^  md  Aylette  H,  Whitney 

on  June  6,  1894,  They  had  a  son,  E*  A»  Whitney,  b  Sept.  8,  1897* 

2.  Edward  Arthur  Robinson,  b  Oct.  28,  I872. 

3.  Georgia  C,  Robinson  was  b  Mar,  4,  1876.  She  md  her  cousin, 
Walter  B»  Robinson,  son  of  Michael  Waller  and  Leonora  (Paddock)  Robinson, 
on  Oct,  7^  1896.  She  d  Nov.  27^  1903*  He  d  March  21,  I905.  They  had  two 
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sons,  Harold  ¥.  Rolinson,  b  Jione  l8,  I899  and  Arthur  Brook  Robinson,  b 
J\me  2,  1901,  died  June  I6,  I902, 

4.  Walter  Ayres  Robinson,  b  Dec.  20,  I878,  d  Feb.  l4,  I879. 

5.  Nellie  E.  Robinson,  b  Feb.  2,  1882. 

6.  Michael  Waller  Robinson,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Bondurant  (Ayres) 
Robinson  was  b  Oct.  I3,  l837»  He  md  Leonora  Cathleen  Paddock  at  the  Con 
gregational  Church  in  Cheshire,  Conn,  on  Sunday,  Dec.  23,  I865,  by  Cyrus 
W.  Pickett.  Nora  Paddock  was  b  at  Warsaw,  N.  Y»  on  Dec.  l4,  I839.  She 
was  the  dau.  of  Robert  H.  and  Cornelia  A.  Paddock.  She  d  Aug.  9,  1888, 
and  he  d  July  23,  1912.  Both  of  them,  with  several  of  their  children, 
are  buried  in  Graceland  Cemetery,  Chicago. 

Mr.  M»  ¥♦  Robinson  was  a  prominent  lawyer  of  brilliant  mind  and 
widely  educated.  He  it  was  who  compiled  most  of  the  inl'ormation  concern 
ing  the  descendants  of  Walter  and  Agnes  (Maxey)  Ayres.  This  compiler  is 
indebted  to  his  dau^ter,  Mrs.  W*  E*  Caldwell,  of  Chicago,  for  the  gra¬ 
cious  and  generous  loan  of  her  father's  note  book. 

Mr.  Robinson  was  educated  in  district  schools  in  Calloway  Co.,  a 
boys'  high  school  in  Fulton,  Georgetown  College  in  Kentucky,  and  entered 
Yale  in  1855^  graduating  from  Yale  in  1857^  with  the  rank  of  orator, 
about  tenth  in  order  from  the  top  of  class  of  IO5.  On  his  return  to  Mo. 
after  graduation,  he  taught  Greek  and  Latin  in  William  Jewell  College  at 
Liberty,  Mo. 

During  his  second  year  at  William  Jewell  he  was  acting  President, 
but  he  resigned  in  i860  and  went  to  Cambridge,  Mass,  and  entered  the 
senior  class  in  Harvard  Law  School.  Because  of  the  disturbed  condition 
of  the  country,  he  left  Harvard  and  went  into  the  law  office  of  John  A. 
Hockaday  in  Fulton,  Mo.  He  served  in  the  House  of  Representatives  two 
sessions,  I863  and  '64,  taking  an  active  part  and  acting  with  the  Demo¬ 
cratic  wing  of  that  body.  That  legislature  chose  him  as  one  of  the 
curators  of  the  State  University  at  Columbia,  Mo.  At  the  Democratic 
Convention  held  in  St.  Louis  in  l864,  he  was  chosen  National  Delegate 
to  the  Convention  in  Chicago.  During  his  visit  in  Chicago  at  the  Nation 
al  Democratic  Convention,  he  fell  in  with  Yale  classmates  who  were  liv¬ 
ing  in  Chicago  and  influenced  by  their  advice  and  encouragement,  he  re¬ 
moved  to  Chicago.  In  October,  l864  he  went  to  Chicago  and  into  the 
office  of  Norman  C.  Perkins. 

He  served  as  State  Senator  in  Illinois  in  I875  and  again  in  iQ'J'J) 
acting  with  the  Democrats. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  M*  W*  Robinson  had  six  children,  of  whom  only  one, 
Florence,  was  living  in  I920.  She  md  Mr.  Caldwell  and  they  have  no 
children.  She  very  kindly  loaned  the  notes  of  her  father,  Mr.  M*  W. 
Robinson,  for  this  manuscript. 

The  children  of  Michael  Waller  and  Leonora  (Paddock)  Robinson  are 
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as  follows: 


1.  ¥a3.ter  Brooks  Robinson^  b  in  Chicago^  May  31^  I869; 

2.  Ethel  Gertrude  Robinson,  b  in  Chicago,  Nov.  26,  I87I.  She  md 
William  L.  McCormack  in  Chicago,  June  I8,  1904  and  d  in  Duluth,  Minn., 

June  IT,  1905. 

3.  John  Paddock  Robinson,  b  in  Chicago,  Jan.  22,  1875,  d  Aug.  2, 

1875. 

4.  Herbert  Beverly  Robinson,  b  in  Chicago,  July  22,  1876,  d  Feb. 
l4,  1911,  unmarried. 

5.  Harold  Heminway  Robinson  was  b  in  Chicago,  Aug.  23,  I88O  and 
d  at  Hayward,  Wis.,  Aug.  26,  1904. 

6.  Florence  Cornelia  Robinson  was  b  in  Chicago,  Aug.  23,  l884,  and 
married  there  on  June  28,  I903,  to  Walter  Earl  Caldwell.  They  have  no 
children  and  make  their  home  in  Chicago. 

Walter  Brooks  Robinson,  son  of  M,  W*  and  Leonora  (Paddock)  Robinson 
married  his  cousin,  Georgia  C.  Robinson,  dau  of  John  E.  and  Annia  L.  (Ward- 
well)  Robinson.  They  were  md  in  Mo.  on  Oct.  5,  I896,  and  had  two  children, 
Harold  W.  Robinson,  b  June  I8,  I899,  and  Arthur  Brook  Robinson,  b  June  2, 
1901,  d  June  16,  1902.  Georgia  C.  Robinson  was  b  March  4,  I876,  d  Nov.  27, 
1903.  Walter  H,  Robinson  d  Mar.  21,  I905. 

7*  Addison  Lewis  Robinson,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Bondurant  (Ayres) 
Robinson,  was  b  in  Calloway  Co.  Mo.,  July  8,  l840.  He  md  Nannie  McCredis 
Sharp  on  Sept.  l4,  I876.  She  was  b  Oct.  5,  1853,  a  dau  of  Nancy  Sharp,  who 
was  a  dau  of  Mrs.  Levlsa  McCredie,  one  of  the  McKinley  family,  who  were 
early  settlers  in  Calloway  Co.  George  McCredie,  son  of  Mrs.  Levisa  McCredie, 
and  uncle  of  Nancy  Sharp  McCredie,  md  Mary  Elizabeth  Robinson,  sister  of 
Addison  Lewis  Robinson. 

Addison  Lewis  and  Nancy  McCredie  (Sharp)  Robinson  had  the  following  chil¬ 
dren: 

1.  George  McCredie  Robinson,  b  Aug.  l4,  1877 j 

2.  Lewis  Brydie  Robinson,  b  Jan.  25,  I88O; 

3.  Jean  Bell  Robinson,  b  July  18,  l882; 

4.  Mary  Myrtle  Robinson,  b  March  20,  1885; 

5.  Bessie  Sharp  Robinson,  b  May  18,  1887; 

6.  Leslie  Ayres  Robinson,  b  April  29,  I883. 

8.  Mary  Elizabeth  Robinson,  dau  of  John  and  Mary  Bondurant  (Ayres) 
Robinson,  was  b  May  l4,  l844.  She  md  George  P,  McCredie,  son  of  Mrs. 

Levisa  McCredie,  and  uncle  of  Nannie  McCredie  (Sharp)  Robinson.  They  had 
no  children.  She  d  Apr.  2,  1875  and  Geo.  P.  McCredie  later  md  Lucy  Ayres, 
her  cousin,  dau  of  Walter  Nathaniel  and  Frances  (Foster)  Ayres. 

Ill*  Edward  Maxey  Ayres,  son  of  Walter  and  Agnes  (Maxey)  Ayres,  was 
b  in  Kentucky  Jan.  2,  l804,  and  resided  there  all  his  life,  mainly  in  Frank¬ 
fort.  He  d  Feb.  l4,  1879*  He  md  Margaret  H.  Jones  on  Jan.  25,  l840,  mini¬ 
ster  Rev.  Joslah  Leake.  She  was  a  sister  of  Deborah  Jones,  who  md  his  first 
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cousin^  Thomas  Birrge  Ayres^  son  of  Peter  Leake  and  Eleanor  (Holinan)  Ayres. 
Their  children^  all  h  in  Frankfort: 

1.  Agnes  Ayres,  md  a  Mr.  Campbell  and  d  soon  after; 

2.  Hugh  Ayres  md  his  double  cousin,  Effie  Ayres,  dau  of  Thomas  Burge 
and  Deborah  (Jones)  Ayres.  They  had  a  son,  Edward  Ayres,  who  lived  in 
Springfield,  Ills,  in  1922, 

3.  Thomas  Ayres,  died  in  infancy. 

Edward  Maxey  Ayres,  known  as  Ned,  d  Feb.  l4,  I879. 

IV*  Judith  Ayres,  dau^ter  of  Walter  and  Agnes  (Maxey)  Ayres,  was 
b  in  Kentucky,  Dec.  11,  1805.  She  md  Abram  G.  Watts  and  d  childless  on 
Oct.  6,  1823.  After  her  death,  Abram  G,  Watts  md  Lucy  Robinson,  dau  of 
Michael  and  Nancy  (Waller)  Robinson,  and  sister  to  John  Robinson  who  md 
Mary  Bondurant  Ayres,  who  was  a  sister  to  Judith  Ayres,  first  wife  of 
Abram  G.  Watts.  The  second  marriage  occurred  July  I9,  1825 .  The  Watts 
lived  in  Brunerstown,  Ky.,  near  Louisville.  They  had  four  children. 

V.  Nathan  Ayres,  son  of  Walter  and  Agnes  (Maxey)  Ayres,  was  b  in 
Jessamine  Co.,  Ky.,  on  Feb.  22,  I808,  The  information  concerning  him  and 
most  of  his  descendants  was  received  from  his  son,  Capt.  J*  W*  Ayres,  of 
Harriman,  Tenn. 

Says  Capt.  Ayres,  in  speaking  of  his  father:  "He  was  noted  for 
his  precocity  and  piety.  He  became  a  minister  in  the  Baptist  Church  at 
an  early  age  and  devoted  his  life  to  that  work.  He  did  much  to  build  up 
the  Baptist  Schools  of  Missouri".  In  letter  dated  Apr.  11,  I918,  Capt. 
Ayres  says:  "My  father,  Nathan  Ayres,  moved  out  to  Missouri  in  l840 
and  settled  in  Marlon  Co.  He  lived  the  principal  part  of  his  life  in 
Palmyra,  Mo."  Rev.  Nathan  Ayres,  according  to  his  son,  lived  in  Wood¬ 
ford  and  Franklin  Counties  in  Kentucky  prior  to  his  removal  to  Missouri. 

He  was  educated  by  a  Catholic  priest.  Keen  O'Hara.  Mr.  Ayres  says: 

"My  father  taught  Latin,  Greek,  Hebrew,  French,  German  and  Spanish,  be¬ 
sides  being  a  very  critical  English  grammarian  and  also  a  historian  and 
Professor  of  literature." 

Rev.  Nathan  Ayres  is  referred  to  in  the  History  of  Baptists  in 
Missouri,  p  l47,  as  having  been  the  pastor  of  Forks  of  Elk  Horn  Ch\arch 
(Baptist)  in  I86I,  in  Kentucky. 

Rev.  Nathan  Ayres  md  in  Franklin  Co.  Ky.,  on  Dec.  I7,  I829,  Mary 
Rutenber  Richmond,  Lewis  D.  Hale,  bondsman.  (See  Ky.  Rec.)  Mr.  Ayres 
stated  that  he  thought  his  father  was  married  in  or  near  Frankfort,  Ky. 
and  Mr.  M*  W*  Robinson's  notes  state  that  he  was  md  in  Mo.  Mr.  Ayres 
said  his  parents  made  their  bridal  trip  from  Kentucky  by  horse  back  to 
St.  Louis,  thence  up  to  Hannibal,  and  out  to  Palmyra.  Mary  (Richmond) 
Ayres  d  I87O,  and  we  do  not  have  the  date  of  Nathan’s  death.  They  had 
four  children,  as  follows: 

1.  Eliza  Richmond  Ayres,  b  April  24,  I832,  died  1843. 
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2.  Ezra  Richmond  Ayres,  b  June  28,  l84l.  He  md  Amelia  Carl  in  May, 
1880  and  lived  and  d  in  Hannibal,  Mo.  He  served  in  the  Union  Army,  and  d 
May  2T,  WT- 

Albert  Richmond  Ayres  was  b  June  28,  l84l,  and  d  Jan.  12,  I868,  unm. 

He  was  an  invalid  for  years . 

John  Walter  Ayres,  son  of  Rev.  Nathan  and  Mary  Rutenber  (Richmond) 
Ayres,  was  b  Nov.  17^  1843  said  md  Elizabeth- Robinson  on  Sept.  27,  I868.  She 
was  not  related  to  the  other  Robinson  family  which  intermarried  with  the 
Ayres . 


J.  W,  Ayres  also  served  in  the  Union  Army,  where  he  rose  to  the  rank  of 
Captain.  After  the  war< he  became  principal  of  schools  in  Hannibal,  Mo.  and 
at  the  same  time  carried  on  a  fruit  farm  near  there,  and  was  a  successful 
horticulturist.  He  spent  46  years  in  Marion  Co.  Mo.  and  in  I89O  went  to 
Harriman,  Tenn.,  where  he  lived  the  rest  of  his  life  and  d  Apr.  23,  1923- 
His  funeral  seirvice  was  conducted  by  his  son-in-law.  Rev.  A.C.  Kuhlheffer, 
an  Episcopal  minister,  and  a  eulogy  -was  read  which  had  been  written  at  Capt. 
Ayres*  request,  by  another  friend.  Rev.  ¥m.  H*  McLau^lin,  of  Scranton,  Pa., 
his  former  pastor  in  Grace  Universalist  Church  in  Harriman.  Mr.  Ayres  did 
not  belong  to  any  church,  but  his  sons  were  Universalis ts,  his  wife  and 
dau^ters  were  Episopalians  and  his  parents  were  Baptists. 

The  children  of  Capt.  J.  ¥.  and  Elizabeth  (Robinson)  Ayres  were  as 
follows ; 


1.  Mary  Louise  A3rres,  b  Sept.  7^  I869,  md  Rev.  A,  G.  Kuhlheffer.  She 

d  July  30,  1954.  Their  children  were:  1.  Elizabeth  Haynes  Kuhlheffer,  -unm.. 
Director  of  Nurses,  Presbyterian  Hospital,  Knoxville,  Tenn. 

2.  Dr.  Louis  Alexander  Kuhlheffer.  He  is  married  and  has  three  chil¬ 
dren  Julia  Dunlap  Kuhlheffer,  md  Noy.  16,  1957^  Chas.  Joseph  Corea,  son 
of  Jos.  Thomas  Corea,  Rockwood,  Tenn5'^'!Frederick  Ayres  Kiihlheffer,  md  Dec. 

29,  1957^  Raisa  Edward,  dau  of  Russell  H.  Edwards,  Whitesb-urg,  Tenn;  Her¬ 
bert  Kuhlheffer,  of  New  York  City^^Dr.  John  Jacob  Kuhlheffer  of  Chattanooga. 
His  children  are  John  J.  Kuhlheffer,  Jr.,  Rose  Mary  Kuhlheffer,  md  June  20, 
1959^  James  Franklin  Dunbar,  son  of  John  Franklin  Dunbar  of  Grand  Junction, 
Tenn.,  Martha  Elizabeth  Kuhlheffer,  md  Mr.  Harris,  of  Cookeville,  Tenn. 

2.  Inez  A.  Ayres,  b  July  1,  I871,  d  1914; 

3.  Alberta  Bell  Ayres,  b  July  I9,  1873 ^  d  Feb,  8,  I958; 

4.  Susan  H.  Ayres,  b  Dec.  I5,  I876,  d  J-uly  28,  I905,  md  in  I902  James 
Thanas  Cra-wford,  son  of  Heniy  and  Ann  (Gillespie)  Cra-wford.  He  was  b  Nov. 

25,  1869,  Washington,  Tenn.,  d  July  12,  1935^  Dayton,  Tenn.  They  had  two 
children:  G.  Ayres  Crawford,  Dayton,  Tenn.,  James  H.  Crawford,  Chattanooga. 

5.  Alica  Elizabeth  Ayres,  b  Feb.  3^  1879^  ^  July  1,  1957j 

6.  Robert  R.  Ayres,  b  Sept.  3^  1882,  d  1914; 

7.  Fred  Walter  Ayres,  b  Oct.  J,  1886,  Harriman,  Tenn. 

VI.  John  Moseley  Ajrres,  son  of  Walter  and  Agnes  (Maxey)  Ayres,  was  b 
in  Kentucky  on  Sept.  1,  I81I.  He  md  on  Mar.  l4,  1836,  Mary  W.  Cook,  of 
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Franklin;  Ky»;  a  niece  of  Gerard;  who  md  Ann  Elizabeth  AyreS;  sister 
of  John  Moseley  Ayres.  This  compiler  has  had  no  direct  correspondence  of 
John  M.  Ayres.  Mr,  M.  W.  Robinson  said  of  him;  ”He  was  a  typical  AyreS; 
tall;  lean;  dignified  in  bearing;  patriarchal  in  appearance;  modest  and 
reticent;  grave  and  serious  in  bearing;  but  kindly;  considerate;  affec¬ 
tionate;  etc,” 

Capt.  J*  ¥«  Ayres  of  Harrlman  said  in  letter  to  this  compiler  dated 
Apr.  11;  1918;  "J^y  uncle;  J*  W.  Ayres,  of  Ralls  Co.  Mol,  raised  six  dau- 
^ters  and  two  sons;  all  prominent  people.  Uncle  John  R.  Ayres  moved 
from  Kentucky  to  Missouri  and  settled  in  Ralls  Co.  near  Big  Creek  Church 
(near  Rensaeller)  in  1938,”  Mr.  M.  ¥.  Robinson  has  this  to  say  concern¬ 
ing  John  M.  Ayress  ”His  home  was  a  stately  mansion  for  that  locality 
and  there  was  a  marked  appearance  of  neatness;  taste  and  painstaking 
care  about  his  home  and  farm,"  Miss  Mary  L.  Gerard;  dau.  of  Edward  N. 

&  Priscilla  (Urane)  Gerard,  and  ^:and-dau.  of  ¥illiam  and  Ann  Elizabeth 
(Ayres)  Gerard  has  this  to  say  of  her  great  uncle,  John  Moseley  Ayres; 
"Uncle  John  Ayres*  family  was  a  large  one.  In  the  early  days  in  Ralls 
Co-  it  was  a  deli^tful  home.  People  called  them  "The  Royal  Family", 
because  the  girls  were  of  unusual  Intelligence  and  charming  in  their 
hospitality."  Mr.  M,  ¥.  Robinson*s  note  book  listed  the  children  of 
John  Moseley  and  Mary  ¥,  (Cook)  Ayres  as  follows; 

1.  Dr.  Eugene  Ayres,  b  Dec.  20,  I836; 

2.  Agnes  Miriam  Ayres,  b  Aug.  2,  1839 j 

3*  George  Frederick  Ayres,  b  Aug.  4,  l84l; 

4.  Annie  Louise  Ayres,  b  March  29,  l844; 

5.  Frances  M.  Ayres,  b  May  27,  l846; 

6.  Alice  PhoebS  Ayres,  b  Jan.  18,  l848; 

7.  John  ¥illiam  Ayres,  b  Apr.  7^  I85I,  d  Oct.  28,  1863; 

8.  Ella  ¥.  Ayres,  b  Dec.  12,  1853; 

9.  Elvira  Belle  Ayres,  b  Rov.  13,  1855; 

10.  Kate  Blane  Ayres,  b  Dec.  21,  1857; 

11.  Edward  ¥llde  Ayres,  b  May  23,  i860. 

1.  Dr.  Eugene  Ayres,  son  of  John  M.  and  Mary  ¥.  (Cook)  Ayres,  md 
Kate  Hayes  on  Rov.  21,  1861,  and  they  had  three  children: 

1.  Prof.  George  Frederick  Ayres,  b  May  I7,  l864.  President  of 
Lindenwood  College,  St.  Charles,  Mo. 

2.  Effie  Ayres,  b  Jan.  4,  1866; 

3.  Mary  Fanny  Ayres,  b  Dec.  29,  1862,  md  ¥.  L.  Albri^t. 

2.  Agnes  Miriam  Ayres,  dau  of  John  M.  and  Ms^ry  ¥.  (Cook)  Ayres,  md 
Brigham  Smith,  and  settled  in  Denver,  Colo.,  bringing  up  eight  children: 
Alice,  Fred;  Lillian,  Katie  Belle,  Ella,  Dan  R.  and  two  who  died  young. 

3.  George  Frederick  Ayres,  son  of  Jphn  M.  and  Mary  ¥.  (Cook)  Ayres, 
died  unm.  on  Jan.  23,  I858, 

4.  Annie  Louise  Ayres,  dau  of  John  R.  and  Mary  ¥.  (Cook)  Ayres,  md 
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Daniel  West.  She  d  childless  on  Feh.  11,  1919* 

5.  Frances  M.  Ayres,  dau  of  John  M.  and  Mary  ¥.  (Cook)  Ayres,  md  Mr. 
Wn.  H.  Oldham  on  Nov.  26,  1867-  Wm.  H.  Oldham  was  the  adopted  son  of  Dr. 
Hampton,  of  Hannihal,  Mo.  They  had  the  following  children: 

1.  John  Hampton  Oldham,  h  Apr.  J,  187O;  2.  Mary  ¥.  Oldham,  h 
Dec.  20,  187^,  md  A.  L.  Phillips  of  Burlington,  Kans.  on  Oct.  5^  1894; 

3.  Suan  Oldham,  h  Dec.  2,  I88I. 

6.  Alice  Phoehe  Ayres,  dau.  of  John  M.  and  Mary  ¥.  (Cook)  Ayres,  md 
Dr.  John  G.  Cochrane  on  Dec.  31^  1874.  Their  children: 

1.  Eugenia  Cochrane,  h  Feh.  9^  18T6; 

2.  John  B.  Cochrane,  h  Dec.  27,  I879,  d  Aug.  25,  188I; 

3.  Alice  M.  Cochrane,  h  Nov.  l4,  1883,  d  Dct.  6,  1895^ 

4.  Frederick  ¥.  Cochrane,  h  Dec.  29,  I886; 

5.  Wilde  A.  Cochrane,  h  Sept.  29,  I889. 

7.  Jqhn  William  Ayres,  son  of  John  Moseley  and  Mary  W.  (Cook)  Ayres, 
d  at  the  age  of  12  years. 

8.  Ella  W.  Ayres,  dau  of  John  M.  and  Mary  W.  (Cook)  Ayres  md  Rev.  J. 

E.  Latham  on  Sept.  29,  1879*  He  was  pastor  of  Presbyterian  Church  at  Monroe 
City,  Mo.c  Their  children  were: 

1.  Charlie  Louise  Latham,  b  Sept.  27,  I88O; 

2.  Mary  B.  Latham,  b  Aug.  2,  l883j 

3.  Edward  A.  Latham,  b  Feb.  I3,  I886; 

4.  Ella  S.  Latham,  b  May  12,  I89O; 

5.  L.  Wilde  Latham,  b  Nov.  27,  1892. 

9.  Elvira  Belle  Ayres,  dau.  of  John  M.  and  Mary  W.  (Cook)  Ayres  md 
Thomas  Robinson,  no  relationship  with  either  of  the  other  Robinson  families 
who  intermarried  with  Ayres'.  They  were  md  Nov.  28,  I886,  and  made  their 
home  in  Hannibal,  Mo.  They  had  the  following  children: 

1.  Margaret  T.  Robinson,  b  Oct.  6,  1877; 

2.  John  A.  Robinson,  b  Aug.  1,  l879'i' 

3.  Frances  Belle  Robinson,  b  Dec.  4,  I88I; 

4.  Ihomas  C.  Robinson) 

5.  Robert  C.  Robinson)  Twins,  b  July  21,  l884; 

6.  Alice  E.  Robinson,  b  Jan.  l4,  I889. 

10.  Kate  Blane  Ayres,  dau  of  John  M.  and  Mary  W.  (Cook)  Ayres,  md  Rev. 
C.  W.  Latham,  brother  of  J.  E.  Latham,  who  md  her  sister,  Ella  W.  Ayres. 

They  were  md  on  June  21,  1887-  Their  children: 

1.  Eloise  Latham,  b  April  21,  1889; 

2.  Katherine  Latham,  b  Nov.  8,  I89I,  d  Nov.  I8,  I89I. 
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11.  Edvard  Wilde  Ayres,  son  of  Jolin  M.  and  Mary  W.  (Cook)  Ayres, 
md  Amelia  Price  in  Apr.  I893.  Mr.  M.  ¥0  Robinson»s  notes,  from  viiich 
the  record  of  descendants  of  John  Moseley  Ayxes  vas  taken,  gave  no  fur¬ 
ther  information  concerning  Edvard  ¥.  Ayres. 

VII.  Levisa  Jane  Ayres,  dau  of  Walter  and  Agnes  (Maxey)  Ayres,  vas 
h  Dec.  2,  18IV,  in  Woodford  Co.,  Ky.  She  vas  tvin  sister  to  Agnes  Maxey 
Ayres.  She  md  Rev.  Noah  Flood  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.  A  good  idea  to  name 
a  "Flood"  hy  the  name  of  Noah!  They  vere  md  on  June  19,  1838.  They 
vent  to  Missouri  later  and  settled  in  Callovay  Co.  near  Fulton.  Rev. 

Noah  Flood  vas  a  Missionary  Baptist  vho  did  much  to  found,  organize  and 
the  Baptist  depomination  in  Callovay,  Boone  and  adjoining  coun¬ 
ties  in  Missouri.  Mr.  M.  ¥.  Robinson  states  that  he  vas  loved  by  a  vider 
circle  of  acquaintances  than  any  man  ever  vas.  He  also  lived  in  Fayette, 
Hovard  Co.,  and  in  Boone  Co.,  and  near  Huntsville,  Mo.  His  last  resi¬ 
dence  vas  in  Colimibia,  Mo.,  vhere  he  d  Aug.  11,  I873. 

We  find  in  History  of  Baptists  in  Missouri  that  Noah  Flood  vas  b 
June  l4,  1809,  in  Shelby  Co.  Ky.,  the  fifth  child  of  Joshua  and  Mary 
Flood,  the  foimer  of  English  parentage  and  the  latter  a  descendant  of 
Huguenots.  Mary  Bondurant  Flood  vas  a  dau  of  Joseph  Bondurant  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Davis,  dau  of  George  Davis  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Maxey,  dau  of  William 
Maxey  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Sublett,  b  June  12,  I718,  France. 

The  children  of  Rev.  NoaJa  and  Levisa  Jane  (Ayres)  Flood  vere: 

1.  Mary  Agnes  Flood,  b  Apr.  I7,  1839^  never  married; 

2.  Joseph  Walter  Flood,  b  Nov.  2,  l84l,  d  Aug.  1843; 

3-  Eliza  Jane  Flood,  b  Mar.  2,  l844; 

4.  Elizabeth  Flood,  b  Aug.  10,  l846,  never  married; 

5.  George  Flood,  b  Nov.  2,  l848,  died  1902; 

6.  Nathan  Flood,  b  June  I85I,  d  Aug.  I856; 

7.  Lucy  E.  Flood,  b  Oct.  12,  I853,  d  unm; 

8.  William  Noah  Flood,  b  1855^  died  in  infancy; 

9.  Sallie  Rochester  Flood,  b  Sept.  8,  I857,  d  unm; 

10.  Annie  Flood,  b  l864,  d  1866. 

3.  Eliza  Jane  Flood,  dau  of  Rev.  Noah  and  Levisa  Jane  (Ayres)  Flood, 
md  Ai^st  Schaefer,  Mar.  30,  I867  and  had  the  folloving  children:  1. 

Schaefer,  b  Oct.  27,  1874;  2.  Jean  Schaefer,  b  July  20,  I872. 

VIII.  Agnes  Maxey  Ayres,  dau  of  Walter  and  Agnes  (Maxey)  Ayres, 
and  tvin  sister  to  Levisa  Jane  Ayres,  vas  b  Dec.  2,  1817  and  died  unm. 
on  Jan.  I3,  1836. 

IX.  Walter  Nathaniel  Ayres,  son  of  Walter  and  Agnes  (Maxey)  Ayres 
vas  b  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.,  May  11,  l820.  The  compiler  is  indebted  to 
his  dau.,  Mrs.  W.  T»  Riinyan,  of  Norborne,  Mo.  for  the  information  con¬ 
cerning  his  descendants,  Mr.  M.  W.  Robinson’s  notes  cover  only  the  fact 
of  his  birth.  Mrs.  Runyan  said  in  letter  in  I9191  "As  you  vill  observe. 
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my  parents  load  twelve  cliildren  and  I  like  to  rememler  the  glorious  times  we 
had  together  on  the  heautiful  farm  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky. . .The  five  oldest 
children  of  our  family  were  horn  at  the  old  Ayres*  homestead^  of  which  my 
cousin,  Mr.  Rohinson,  wrote  in  his  notes  which  you  mention.  The  sixth  child 
was  horn  in  Lexington,  Mo.,  and  all  the  others  on  a  farm  that  my  father  pur¬ 
chased  after  his  return  to  Kentucky  from  Missouri,  known  as  the  Smith  place, 
and  situated  about  two  miles  from  the  old  Ayres*  place,  near  Lexington,  Ky." 

Walter  Nathaniel  Ayres  md  Frances  E.  Poster  on  July  25,  l8i^-3.  She  was 
h  in  Paris,  Ky.,  Nov.  6,  I825.  He  md  first  her  sister,  Martha  Foster,  on 
Sept.  22,  l840.  She  died  and  he  md  Frances,  who  was  the  mother  of  all  of 
his  children.  He  died  Jan.  l4,  I872,  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.,  and  she  died  in 
Norhorne,  Mo.,  on  Aug.  25,  I9OI,  They  had  twelve  children. 

The  children  of  Walter  Nathaniel  and  Frances  E.  Poster  Ajtqs  were  as 
follows: 


1. 

Martha  A.  Ayres 

7. 

John  W.  Ayres 

2. 

Lucie  J.  Ayres 

8. 

Susan  S.  Ayres 

3. 

Edward  W.  Ayres 

9. 

Miriam  W.  Ayres 

4. 

Maxey  A.  M,  Ayres 

10. 

Roberta  Lee  Ayres 

5. 

Thomas  F.  Ayres 

11. 

Nathan  R.  Ayres 

6. 

Elizabeth  T.  Ayres 

12. 

Margaret  F.  Ayres 

1.  Martha  A.  Ayres,  dau  of  Walter  N.  and  Frances  E.  (Foster)  Ayres, 
was  h  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.,  on  June  28,  l844.  She  md  Thcanas  W.  Scott  on 
June  13;  1866  and  d  in  Franklin  Co.  Ky.,  Sept.  28,  I876.  Thomas  W.  Scott 
was  h  May  25,  1834  and  d  Nov.  29,  1913*  The  children  of  Thomas  Wynne  and 
Martha  A.  (Ayres)  Scott  were  as  follows: 

1.  Elizabeth  J.  Scott,  h  Apr.  12,  1867;  md  Arthur  N.  Sager  on  Feb. 
13;  1894.  She  d  Jan.  26;  1897*  They  had  a  son;  George  Henry  Sager,  b  Jime 
18,  1895 ;  md  Nellie  Cheatman  Rodman  on  Nov.  11,  1917* 

2.  Rebecca  Wilmott  Scott  was  b  May  11,  I868  and  md  William  Blaikie 
on  Oct.  6,  1871.  She  d  July  11,  I919. 

3.  Martha  Thcanas  Scott  was  b  Apr.  26,  187O  and  md  James  R.  Thomp¬ 
son  on  Jan.  4,  1893*  They  had  five  children: 

1.  Thomas  Wynn  Scott  Thanpson,  b  Aug.  21,  1893*  He  md  Dorothy 
Amanda  Mulcahey  on  April  12,  I916; 

2.  James  Robert  Thompson,  b  Jan.  8,  1897;  md  Lula  Katherine 
Scruggs  on  July  23;  1919; 

3.  Martha  Jane  Thompson,  b  Mar.  26,  I908; 

4.  James  Edmond  Thompson,  b  Dec.  26,  19 16; 

5.  Dorothy  Josephine  Thompson,  b  Feb.  24,  1919* 

Walter  Ayres  Scott,  was  b  May  21,  1873*  He  d  Jan.  11,  1914. 


2.  Lucie  Jam  Ayres,  dau  of  Walter  N.  and  Frances  E.  (Foster) 
Ayres  was  b  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.  on  May  25,  l846.  She  md  George  P.  Mc- 
Credie  on  Feb.  27,  l882.  George  P.  McCredie's  first  wife  was  Mary  Eliz¬ 
abeth  Robinson,  dau  of  John  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Robinson.  He  was  a  son  of 
Mrs.  Levisa  (McKinney)  McCredie. 

3.  Edward  W.  Ayres,  son  of  Walter  N.  and  Frances  E.  (Foster) 
Ayres,  was  b  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.,  on  June  29,  l848.  He  md  Susan  Eliza¬ 
beth  Scott  on  Sept.  22,  18t4.  He  d  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.,  Apr.  5,  I897. 
They  had  three  children; 

1.  Sidney  Jane  Ayres,  b  June  I875,  md  Benjamin  Thomas 
Bedford  in  June  I899  anti  d  Dec.  1915; 

2.  Walter  Nathaniel  Ayres,  b  Sept.  I878; 

3.  Martha  Ann  Ayres,  b  188I,  d  I883. 

4.  Mary  Agnes  Maxey  Ayres,  dau  of  Walter  N.  and  Frances  E. 
(Foster)  Ayres,  was  b  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.  on  Nov.  11,  I85O.  She  md  Ro¬ 
bert  J.  Thompson,  Nov.  3,  187O.  She  d  in  Norbome,  Mo.,  Mar.  7,  I908. 

In  History  of  Woodford  Co.  Ky.  by  Railey,  p  120,  we  find  this;  "Dr. 
Robert  J.  Thompson  md  Maxey  Ayres,  dau  of  Walter  Ayres". 

5.  Thomas  F.  Ayres,  son  of  Walter  N.  and  Frances  E.  (Foster) 
Ayres,  was  b  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.  on  Apr.  18,  I853,  and  d  there  Sept.  8, 

1854. 

6.  Elizabeth  Thomas  Ayres,  dau  of  Walter  N.  and  Frances  E. 
(Foster)  Ayres,  was  b  in  Lexington,  Lafayette  Co.  Mo.,  on  Jan.  8,  I855. 
She  md  Thomas  Lou^borough  Gibson  on  June  24,  1874.  They  had  the  follow¬ 
ing  Ch; 


1.  William  Leslie  Gibson,  b  Apr.  28,  1875 ind  Mary  Tee¬ 
ter  on  Aug.  l4,  1907.  Their  children  were;  Thomas  L.  Gibson,  b  Feb.  8, 
I9II;  Albert  Teeter  Gibson,  b  April  22,  1913 • 

2.  Elizabeth  Foster  Gibson,  b  Oct.  6,  1877,  md  J. 

Terrell  Stribling  on  Sept.  1904.  They  had  two  children;  J.  Terrell 
Stribling,  Jr.,  b  July  I8,  I907;  Elizabeth  Ayres  Stribling,  b  Nov.  28, 
1913*  J.  Terrell  Stribling  was  probably  an  Ayres'  descendant.  In  the 
records  of  Fauquier  Co.  Va.,  we  find  that  a  Thcmas  Stribling  md  Eliza¬ 
beth  Ayres  before  1800.  The  first  wf  of  J.  Terrell  Stribling  was  Mar¬ 
garet  F.  Ayres,  dau  of  Walter  N.  and  Frances  E.  (Foster)  Ayres. 

3.  Walter  Ayres  Gibson,  b  May  20,  I879,  md  May  Brown  on 
June  25,  1917.  Ihey  had  one  child,  William  Walter  Gibson,  b  Mar.  5,  I919. 

4.  Lucile  Gibson,  b  Mar.  2,  188I,  md  first  Walter  L. 

Blair  on  Aug.  I5,  1904;  she  md  second,  Hiigh  L.  Pattie,  on  May  21,  I916. 

5.  Isabella  Lou^borou^  Gibson,  was  b  A-ug.  26,  1883  and 

d  July  9^  1886. 

6.  Frances  Thompson  Gibson  was  b  Jan.  21,  1886  and  md 
A.  B.  Cassell  on  Nov.  12,  19IO.  They  had  four  children;  1.  John  L. 
Cassell,  b  Oct.  3I,  1911;  2.  Thomas  Gibson  Cassell,  b  Dec.  25,  1913; 
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3.  Margaret  ElizalDeth  Cassell,  1  Apr.  1,  1917;  Frances  Virginia  Cas¬ 
sell,  1  May.  5,  1919- 

7.  Maxey  T.  Gilson,  1  Oct.  19^  I888,  d  April  21,  19OO. 

8.  Miriam.  H.  Gilson,  1  Nov.  21,  189O,  md  John  G.  Reynolds  on 
Sept.  22,  1919. 

9.  Martha  Scott  Gilson,  1  Fel.  20,  I893,  d  Jan.  25,  l89i|-. 

10.  Margaret  C.  Gilson,  1  Dec.  10,  1895* 

H.  Thomas  Lou^loro'ugh.  Gilson,  Jr.,  1  June  k,  1897^  1  Dec.  J, 

1898. 

12.  Edward  Preston  Gilson,  1  Sept.  3^  1903* 

7.  John  ¥.  Ayres,  son  of  Walter  N.  and  Frances  E.  (Foster)  Ayres^ 
was  1  in  Woodford  Co.,  Ky.,  on  June  'J,  1857  anl  1  there  on  May,  1889^  the 
l4th. 

8.  Susan  S.  Ayres,  dau  of  Walter  N.  and  Frances  E.  (Foster)  Ayres 
was  1  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.,  on  Oct.  17^  l859‘  She  md  Albert  Duane  Brown  on 
Sept.  5;  1877^  and  d  in  Frankfort,  Ky.  on  Oct.  2h,  I916. 

9.  Miriam  W.  Ayres,  dau  of  Walter  N.  and  Frances  E.  ^(Foster)  Ayres 
was  1  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.  on  Oct.  19^  1861.  She  md  William  Trayon  Runyan 

on  Oct.  18,  1882,  She  was  called  "Mamie"  ly  family  and  friends.  They  had 
three  children,  the  record  of  whose  lirths  Mi's .  Runyan  did  not  send.  She 
wrote;  "]y^  youngest  loy  died  Oct.  2,  I918,  aged  25  years  at  the  Great  Lake 
Training  Station,  of  Spanish  Influenza.  He  was  married  and  had  a  precious 
laly  girl  who  was  three  years  old  the  day  her  father  died.  Then,  on  April 
19 ^  1919 ^  owr  oldest  loy  died,  leaving  us  only  one  other  child,  Capt.  R,  G. 
Runyan.  The  son  who  died  on  April  19th  was  thirty- three  years  old,  was 
named  Walter  Ayres  Runyan,  for  my  father,  and  was  a  1st  Lieut.,  having  won 
the  commission  at  Ft.  Sheridan  Training  Camp  in  the  Fall  of  1917»  Reulen 
G.  was  also  in  the  Training  Camp  and  also  won  a  Lieutenancy.  Walter  was  at 
Chickamauga  for  some  months  training  recruits  and  was  sent  overseas  in  April 
1918.  He  was  wounded  and  twice  gassed  in  the  St.  Mihiel  battle  in  October 
and  spent  the  greatest  part  of  the  time  in  hospitals  in  France  after  he  was 
gassed.  He  was  invalided  home  in  December,  19 18,  arriving  at  Newport  News 
on  Jan.  1,  1919-  Was  sent  almost  Immediately  to  the  hospital  at  Ft.  Sheri¬ 
dan  and  came  home  on  a  two  weeks’  furlou^  the  latter  part  of  January.  He 
died  on  the  street  in  Chicago." 

10.  Roberta  Lee  Ayres,  dau  of  Walter  N.  and  Frances  E.  (Foster) 
Ayres,  was  1  in' Woodford  Co.  Ky.  on  May  6,  l864  and  died  there  on  Apr.  15^ 

1872. 


11.  Nathan  R.  Ayres,  son  of  Walter  N.  and  Frances  E.  (Foster)  Ayres 
was  1  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.  on  Jan.  24,  1867^  and  md  Ollie  Sinift  in  I89I. 

12.  Margaret  F.  Ayres,  dau  of  Walter  N.  and  Frances  E.  (Foster) 
Ayres,  was  1  in  Woodford  Co.  Ky.  on  Oct.  8,  I869.  She  md  John  Terrell  Stril 
ling  on  Jan.  I9,  I898  and  d  in  Norlome,  Mo.  on  Nov.  11,  I902,  John  T.  Stri 
lling  md  in  1904,  Elizabeth  F.  Gilson,  dau^ter  of  Thomas  L.  and  Elizabeth 
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Thomas  (Ayres)  GilDson. 

This  completes  the  list  of  the  descendants  of  Walter  and  Agnes  (Maxey) 
Ayres,  so  far  as  is  known  to  the  compiler.  Most  of  the  data  concerning 
them  was  taken  from  the  note  hook  of  Mr.  M.  W.  Rohinson  of  Chicago,  and 
some  was  assouhled  hy  the  compiler  from  descendants  and  other  sources. 

Mrs.  Runyan  and  Miss  Susie  Rohinson  hoth  sent  Bihle  records,  'vrtiich  are 
copied  in  this  manuscript. 
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HOWELL  NOTES 


Va.  Co.  Rec.  Vol.  6,  p  26:  Stirry  Co.  -  formed  from  Isle  of  Wight  Co. 
1652.  15  Nov.  1652;  Jury  Impaneled  to  give  verdict  upon  the  body  of 

Robt.  Woodford^  a  Northamptonshire  man... Mr.  John  Leake,  Mr.  Edm-und  Howell. 

Va.  Co.  Rec.  p  215 .  Rappahannock  Co.  Wills:  George  Howell,  4th 
March  I68O,  son  Geo.,  my  wife.  Wits.  Robt.  Clarke,  Richard  Peabody,  Jas. 
Pritchard.  Vol.  6,  p  28O-81.  Grants  in  Isle  of  Wi^ts  Co.  Va.  =§=2.^3, 

Hopkins  Howell,  I683,  110  A.  if 66'^,  Hopkins  Howell  and  Mary  Howell,  orphans, 
1688,  200  A;  #3T9;  John  Howell,  1694,  100  A;  Hopkins  Howell,  1695,  100  A; 
^432,  Thos.  Howell,  1702,  100  acres. 

Virginia  Soldiers  of  1TT6,  5  1277 J  James  Howell. 

The  gr.  great  grandmother  of  Mrs.  Chas.  A.  Penick,  South  Boston,  Va., 
was  Sallie  Howell,  m  Isham  Chastain  in  1799* 

Land  grant  to  Richard  Bondixrant,  Mar.  28,  I8OO,  135  acres  in  Co.  of 
Buckingham,  Va.,  between  Gad  Blankenship  and  Elizabeth  Howell’s  line.  See 
Huguenot,  ^5 • 

Letter  from  R.  P,  Howell,  Scottsville,  Va.,  Apr.  12,  I918:  "My  grand¬ 
father  served  in  the  War  of  l8l2,  but  I  do  not  know  his  given  name.  Nancy 
Gilliam  Howell  was  my  great  aunt.  All  the  Ayres’  in  the  County  were  kin. 

I  had  an  uncle  that  went  to  Mo.  named  Edward  Moseley."  This  R.  P,  Howell 
married  Josephine  Ayres,  1859^  daughter  of  John  Hales  Ayres  (John,  Matthias). 

Tyler’s  Magazine  L0il82:  Gideon  Howell  was  in  New  Kent  Co.  Va.  I782, 
class  16. 


Wm.  8s  Mary  Quar.  (2)  15:403:  Revolutionary  soldiers  of  Prince  Edward 
Co.  Va.,  1786.  Charles  Howell,  eldest  son  of  Stephen  Howell  and  heir-at- 
law  of  Spicer  Howell  who  d  I78O. 

Wm.  8c  Mary  (2)  l6:534:  Census:  Census  of  pensioners  for  Revolution¬ 
ary  and  military  services  as  returned  under  the  act  for  taking  the  6th  cen¬ 
sus  in  l840:  Buckin^am  Co.,  Mary  Moseley,  living  with  Rolfe  Eldridge; 
Charles  Howell,  living  with  Gideon:^  Howell. 

A  Gideon  Howell  was  in  Buckingham  Co.  militia,  also  a  John  Howell  and 
a  Peter  Howell. 

Marriage  bonds,  Northampton  Co.  Va.,  Tyler’s  Vl!l36;  William  Howell 
and  Elizabeth  White,  Nov.  16,  1797*  John  Howell  and  Margaret  Pitts,  dau  of 
Jacob  Pitts,  9-10-1771^  Jesse  Howell  and  Margaret  Maley,  12-9-1780. 

Revolutionary  pensioners,  June  1,  l840.  (Va.  Co.  Rec.  7:48):  John 
Thomas,  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  living  with  Gideon  Howell. 
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WillS;  Culpeper  Co.  Ya:  Robert  Lines^  l-l6-1740;  Wife  Margaret, 
daus  who  md  Garrott,  Carter,  Forte  and  Howell. 

Cob  Howell  transported  to  Ya.  163^^-  by  Capt.  Adam  Thorowgood;  Owen 
Howell  transported  to  Ya.  7-6-1737  by  John  Upton;  Walter  Howell  by  Capt. 
Thos.  Willoughby  3-19-1634. 

Will  of  Join  Howell,  Westmoreland  Co.  Ya.  1738;  dau.  Martha  Atwell, 
wf  Winifred;  son  John  at  21.  Exec  Major  George  Turbeville. 

Will  of  John  Lambkin,  Westmoreland  Co.  Ya.  1737*  (Ya.  Co.  Rec.) 

Dau^  Jane  Moore;  dau  Winifred  Howell;  to  George  Duren. 

Wm.  &  Mary  Quar.  Yol.  3*.  In  the  index  to  the  cases  in  the  General 
Court  in  1724  is  the  case,  "John  Brown  and  Mildred,his  wife;  Chas.  Lewis 
and  Mary,  his  wife,  residuary  legatees  of  John  Howell,  gent.,  dec*d  vs 
Gawln  Corbin  and  John  Lewis,  Jr.,  gent.  It  is  known  that  Chas.  Lewis 
md  Mary  Howell  and  were  not  Mary  Lewis  and  Mildred  Brown  daughters  of 
John  Howell?" 


Ya.  Co.  Rec.  7:73i  Land  grants  Isle  of  Wight  Co.  Ya.;  John  Howell, 
1711,  92  a;  same  Ref.  Rebecca  Howell,  1722,  100  a. 

Yol.  6:82;  Henrico  Co.,  l639^  John  Howell,  I50  a. 

Yol.  6: 153 1  Immigrants  to  Ya.  l634  -  Arthur  Howell,  aged  20. 

BUCKINGHAM  PUBLIC  CLAIMS.  Manuscripts  on  file  in  the  Archives  Division 
of  the  Yirginia  State  Library.  These  manuscripts  show  claims  of  certain 
individuals  which  were  presented  to  the  County  Courts  for  payment  on 
material  or  special  service  other  than  military  for  the  benefit  or  use 
of  the  Army; 

Bk.  1,  p  11;  James  Howell;  At  a  court  held  for  Buckin^am  Co.  the  8th 
day  of  April  I782,  the  following  claim  was  presented  and  allowed;  The 
public  to  James  Howell,  Dr;  To  125  diets  furnished  Nathaniel  Hunt, 

Capt.,  for  use  of  British  prisoners  and  their  guard  on  their  way  from 
Gen’l  Greene’s  Headquarters  to  Albemarle  Barracks. 

Letter  from  War  Dept.,  Adjutant’s  Office,  Washington,  June  18,  1936; 

"No  record  has  been  found  in  this  office  of  the  service  in  the 
Revolutionary  War  in  a  Yirginia  organization  of  a  man  named  Gideon  How¬ 
ell.  However,  the  name  of  Gideon  Howie  appears  on  a  Yirginia  record  in 
a  receipt  dated  Nov.  24,  I78I,  as  follows:  "Received  for  Gideon  Howie 
and  others  twenty-four  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-seven  for  neces- 
sarys  furnished  the  Commissioners  of  the  provision  law  in  several  coun¬ 
ties,  interest  and  depreciation  Included." 

Marriages  of  Prince  Edward  Co.  Ya.  by  Knorr,  p  39?  April  I5,  1792. 
Richard  Howell  and  Frances  Ayers.  Sec.  George  Walton. 
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Records,  New  Kent  Co.  Va.,  St.  Peter's  Parish. 
Will,  son  to  Will  Howie,  baptised  3-^-1687-8,  page  l4; 


Elizabeth,  dau  "  " 

If 

6-28-1691 

"  15; 

John,  son  of  Howie,  Jr 

Tl 

June  15 

"  15; 

Anne 7  -  ^ dau .  of  John  Howie 

:  ft 

7-23-1710 

’’  16; 

Robt.  son  of  "  ” 

ft 

5-11-172 

"  16,  b  Apr. 

14; 

Judith,  dau  Of  " 

by' 'Elizabeth  his  wf. 

b  8-24-1714,  p 

16; 

Thomas,  son  of  Ann  and  Epaphroditus  Howie  horn  in  the  middle  of  the  summer 
at  the  break  of  day. 

Thomas  Basset  and  Lydia  Howie  were  married  2-25-1719;  P  ^7; 

John  Howie,  Sr.  departed  this  life,  Jan.  4,  1709;  P  6l; 

John  Howie  departed  this  life  Feb.  21,  I718,  p  62; 

Rose,  a  negro  belonging  to  John  Howie  died  6-12-1718; 

Agnes  dau.  of  Thos .  Howie,  b  I716; 

William,  son  of  John  Howie,  b  7-27-1716; 

William,  son  of  Ann  Howie,  b  2  -24-1716; 

John,  son  of  John  Howie,  b  II-8-I718,  baptised  2-3l4Tl8,p  86; 

John,  son  of  Richard  Howie,  b  Sept.  20,  I718,  p  86; 

James,  son  of  John  Howie,  b  9-7-1723;  P  86; 

Susannah,  dau  of  John  HoWle,  b  4-211725 ;P  66; 

Jane,  dau  of  James  Howie,  b  7-9-1725;  P  86; 

Phillis,  a  negro  girl  of  John  Howie,  b  3-10-1726,  p  86; 

Thos.  son  of  Thos.  and  Ann  Howie,  b  May  5;  baptised  6-2-1728,  p  87; 
Absolem,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Howie,  b  4-26-1730,  p  87; 

Epaphroditus,  son  of  Thomas  and  Ann  Howie,  b  3-5-1729-30,  p  87; 

Absolem,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Howie,  b  4-26-1730; 

James,  son  of  Thos.,  and  Ann  Howie,  b  7-17;  baptised  8-5-1734; 

James,  son  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Howie,  b  9-25;  baptised  10-28-1739; 

Thos.  son  of  Epaphroditus  and  Mary  Howie,  b  9-1-1753; 

Judith,  dau  of  John  and  Ann  Howie,  b  9-20-  baptised  17-11-1753; 

Susanna,  dau  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Howie,  b  3-11;  baptised  6-12-1753; 
Epaphroditus,  son  of  Epaphroditus  and  Mary  Howie,  b  2-13-1756; 

Gideon,  son  of  Absolem  &  Hannah  Howie,  b  4-10-1756; 

Elizabeth,  dau  of  John  and  Ann  Howie,  b  3-12-  baptised  5-1-1757; 

Sally,  dau  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Howie,  b  4-10-  baptised  6-22-1757; 

Joseph,  son  of  John  and  Mary  Howie,  b  4-7-  baptised  7-31-1757; 

Fanny,  dau  of  Absolem  hnd  Hannah  Howie,  b  2-6-1758; 

James,  son  of  Epaphroditus  and  Mary  Howie,  b  2-26-1759; 

Betty,  dau  of  John  and  Elizabeth  Howie,  b  7-22,  baptised  10-14-1759; 
Charles,  son  of  Absolem  and  Hannah^  Howie,  b  3-2,  baptised  5-4-1760; 

James,  son  of  John  and  Ann  Howie,  b  6-II-I76O; 

John,  son  of  Richard  and  Ann  Howie,  b  10-8,  baptised  12-11-1768; 

Frances,  dau  of  James  and  Susannah  Howie,  b  10-28,  baptised  12-12-1768; 
Nancy,  dau  of  Epaphroditus  and  Mary  Howie,  b  7-6-I768; 

Lewis,  son  of  "  ”  "  "  2-5-1760  ; 

Tabitha,  dau  of  "  "  "  "  b  6-28-176B7 

Daniel,  son  of  "  "  "  "  b  4-20-1769; 

Richard,  son  of  Richard  and  Ann  Howie,  b  1-25-  baptised  4-29-1770; 

Thomas,  "  "  "  "  "  "  ,  b  3-29-1772; 
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Robert^  son  of  Thomas  and  Lucy  Howle^  b  2-20-1785; 

Lucy  Hunt  and  Epaphroditus^  twin  dau  and  son  of  Lewis  and  Elizabeth  Howie 
b  9-30-1793; 

Susannah^  dau  of  Thos.  and  Lucy  Howle^  b  4-17-1787; 

Rebecca^  "  ”  "  "  "  "  13  4-27-1790; 

Elizabeth,  "  "  "  "  "  "  t  3-12-1794. 

BUCKINGHAM  TAX  LISTS 


1787^  James  Howl 

265  Acres 

1788, 

265 

1! 

1789,  "  " 

265 

It 

1792, 

265 

tl 

1792, 

100 

"  (new  grant) 

1792,  Gideon  Howl 

180 

t! 

1795^  James  Howl 

265 

II 

1795 ^  James  Howl, 

100 

tl 

1795^  James  Howl,  Jr. 

184 

tl 

1797^  James  Howl,  Gent. 

365 

I? 

1803,  " 

365 

II 

1803,  Gideon  Howl 

596 

II 

NEW  KENT 

CO.,  VAL,  1782 

Gideon  Howie, 

4  whites 

0 

OJ 

Blacks; 

James  Howie, 

7  " 

John  Howie, 

5  " 

Absolem  Howie, 

5  ■■ 

l4 

Blacks 

Epaphroditus  Jr., 

4  " 

1 

tl 

Epaphroditus  Sr., 

8  " 

15 

It 

Richard  Howie, 

8  " 

Susanna  Howie, 

7  " 

5 

It 

1785  NEW  KENT  CO 

VA., 

St.  Peter 

's  Parish 

Absolem  Howie, 

7  Whites 

1  dwelling. 

6  others 

Epaphroditus  Howie, 

11  " 

1 

It 

6  " 

Gideon  Howie, 

5  " 

1 

It 

6  " 

John  Howie, 

6  " 

1 

It 

3 

Richard  Howie, 

7  " 

1 

It 

1 

Thomas  Howie, 

10 

3 

Thomas  Howie, 

2 

2 

From  Edward  Pleasants  Valentine  Papers,  p  36,  Henrico  Co:  Gideon  Howell 
was  witness  to  the  will  of  Julius  Allen  of  Henrico  Co.,  April  4,  1777, 
along  with  James  Sharpe,  Benjamin  Harris.  Will  Bk.  I,  p  278,  I78I-I777. 


TYLER'S  MAG.  Vol.  10,  p  177:  New  Kent  Military  Classes  in  I782.  Pursu¬ 
ant  to  the  Act  of  Assembly  for  recruiting  the  State's  quota  of  Troops  to 
serve  in  the  Army  of  the  United  States,  the  Field  Officers  of  the  County 
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of  New  Kent  met  at  the  Court  House  on  Friday,  the  ^th  day  of  August,  I782... 
for  the  purpose  of  laying  off  the  County  into  Classes,  agreeable  to  the 
directions  of  said  Act,  hut  not  having  time  to  finish  the  same,  they  ad¬ 
journed  from  day  to  day  until  the  17th  day  of  the  month,  when  they  finished 
and  are  as  follows: 

Class  No.  1.*  Exempts:  Epaphroditus  Howie,  Ahsolem  Howie,  John  Howie,  Wm. 
Moss,  John  Moss's  Est. 

Class  No.  11:  Susan  Howie; 

Class  No.  5:  Thomas  Howie; 

Class  No.  16:  Charles  Howie,  James  Howie,  James  Howie 

This  compiler  has  no  knowledge  of  her  Howell  antecedents,  hut  deduces 
from  the  land  tax  records  on  file  in  the  State  Library  at  Richmond,  of 
Buckingham  Co.  Va.  and  the  records  of  St.  Peter's  Parish,  New  Kent  Co.  Va., 
that  they  were  in  New  Kent  Co.  before  they  were  in  Buckin^am. 

In  1782,  James  Howie,  Chas.  Howie  and  Gideon  Howie  were  exempt  from 
military  service  in  New  Kent.  A  James  Howell,  Gent.,  was  in  Buckingham  Co. 
in  1781,  and  Gideon  Howie,  too,  for  they  both  furnished  supplies  for  the  use 
of  the  Revolutionary  Army.  The  land  tax  records  of  Buckingham  in  State 
Library  begin  with  I782,  but  are  missing  from  I782  to  1787*  In  1782  James 
Howell  returned  for  taxation  265  A.  of  land,  and  on  up  to  1791^  when  it  was 
increased  to  365^  being  marked  "new  grant".  ¥e  surmise  that  James  Howie, 
Gideon  and  Charles  were  brothers,  the  name  is  spelled  Howie,  Howel,  and 
Howell,  The  writer's  great  grandfather  spelled  it  "Howel",  but  in  later 
years  it  became  Howell. 

From  the  records  of  St.  Peter's  Parish  we  note  that  Gideon  Howell  was 
b  4-10-1736,  that  Fanny  Howel  was  b  1738,  and  Chas.,  I760.  They  were  the 
children  of  Absolem,  b  4-26-1730,  and  his  wf,  Hannah,  and  Absolem  was  the 
son  of  John  and  Mary  Howie.  James  is  not  listed  as  the  child  of  Absolem  and 
Hannah,  but  he  was  undoubtedly  closely  related  to  both  Chas.  and  Gideon. 

His  land  was  situated  12  mi.  Northeast  of  C»H.,  in  Buckingham,  and  Gideon's 
was  N.E*  from  C*H»  I8  mi.  Chas.  Howell  appears  in  I788  in  Buckingham  with 
180  A.  of  land.  This  I80  A.  (apparently  the  same),  was  reported  by  Gideon 
in  1789.  Whether  Chas.  died,  or  moved  away,  or  the  land  was  transferred  to 
Gideon  does  not  appear,  in  the  absence  of  deed  or  will  books,  but  Chas. 
appears  on  land  tax  records  in  Buckln^am  no  more  after  1788.  The  I80  A  is 
returned  by  Gideon  until  1793 ^  when  James  Howell,  Jr.  reports  I80  A.  This 
is  reported  by  James  Howell,  Jr.  up  to  1795^  when  it  is  l84  A.  (possibly  a 
re-survey.  James  Howell,  Jr.  disappears  from  land  tax  records  in  1797  for 
several  years.  In  1799^  Gideon  returns  284  A.  "Per  Jas.,  Jr.  and  others". 
This  land  was  all  on  Slate  River  and  is  variously  reported  by  James,  Jr,, 
Gideon,  etc.  All  parcels  of  land  (totaling  1172-|-  A.)  returned  by  Gideon 
bear  names  of  the  persons  from  whom  the  land  was  probably  acquired,  except 
26^  A,  with  no  name  attached.  In  l8l2  James,  Jr.  appears  again  with  229  A. 
on  Slate  River  and  this  is  returned  by  him  with  additional  parcels  up  to 
1718,  when  it  is  "James,  Jr.  Est."  James  Howell,  Sr.  died  about  I805. 

In  1806  his  land,  386  A.  (probably  a  re- survey),  is  returned  by  Gideon., 
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listed  "James  per  Gideon" .  There  is  no  way  of  knowing  how  his  land  was 
divided^  but  James,  Jr.  in  l8l6  reports  1T9A.  and  632  A.  Yet  James,  Jr. 
appears  to  have  been  the  son  of  Gideon. 

Matthias  Ayres  (178I-I851),  son  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres, 
was  the  great  grandfather  of  this  compiler  and  was  the  administrator  of 
the  Estate  of  Gideon  Howell  in  l820  and  guardian  to  the  children  of  James 
Howell,  Jr.  In  I823  there  is  this  item  in  Matthias  Ayres’  journal: 

"Cash  from  Gideon  Howell's  est.  $750*00.  On  Dec.  1,  I827,  there  is  this 
entry:  "Division  took  place  of  the  negroes  belonging  to  the  estate  of 

Gideon  Howell,  Dec’d"; 


Joe  valued  to 

$250.00; 

Hall  " 

TT 

$350.00; 

Bovey  " 

fr 

$300.00; 

Ephraim  " 

ir 

$250.00; 

Lucy  and 

child 

$300.00; 

Nicy  &  3 

Children 

$300.00. 

$1750.00 


Written  to  one  side  of  this  list  are  the  following  names:  Robert 
Bollin  (or  Balloue?),  Joseph  Nuckolls,  Wm.  Moseley,  Jr.,  Chas .  Rice.  The 
men  whose  names  are  listed  may  have  been  commissioners  or  witnesses  or 
Gideon  Howell  may  have  had  daus  who  were  wives  of  these  men.  There  is 
no  indication  of  how  the  negroes  were  divided.  Other  notation  and  ac¬ 
counts  list  a  Joe  as  being  apparently  the  property  of  Sally  Howell,  who 
was  the  widow  of  James  Howell,  Jr.  And  a  negro,  Ephraim,  is  listed  as 
the  property  of  Peter  Howell,  son  of  James,  Jr.  This  notation  also 
appears  in  the  journal;  "Settled  up  the  estate  of  Gideon  Howell,  deceas¬ 
ed,  with  the  commissioners  the  l4th  day  of  July,  I828,  and  paid  the  lega¬ 
tees  up  to  the  present  date,  which  acct.  is  balanced  and  record  in  court". 
There  is  no  list  of  legatees  and  no  names. 

Matthias  Ayres  was  also  the  guardian  for  the  children  of  James 
Howell,  Jr.,  which  the  journal  shows.  There  are  three  accounts,  for 
Peter,  Henry  and  Gideon  Howell.  The  pages  of  this  journal,  which  is 
filed  in  Probate  Court  in  Marshall,  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  with  the  estate  pa¬ 
pers  of  Nancy  Gilliam  (Howell)  Ayres,  his  widow,  are  torn,  and  some  of 
the  names  and  writing  is  indecipherable,  but  so  far  as  possible,  all 
entries  were  copied  verbatim  by  this  writer. 

In  1825,  July  term  of  Court,  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  he  settled  his 
guardian  acct.  with  Sally  Howell,  Admr.,  which  amounted  to  $99^. 19- 
Several  negroes  are  listed  under  the  names  of  Peter,  Henry  and  Gideon, 
in  their  accounts.  One  of  them  reads  as  follows:  "Cash  paid  James  How¬ 
ell’s  estate  for  the  legatees  of  James  Howell,  dec’d,  as  guardian  for 
them  to  G.  Brown,  $30.00".  And  this:  "Gideon  Howell's  estate  Dr  to 
Brown,  $709.18,  Aug.  2k,  l824'.’  There  is  one  notation,  "Sally  Howell, 
widow  of  J.P.H." 
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There  is  no  proof  that  Nancy  Gilliam  (Howell)  Ayres  was  the  dan  of 
Gideon  Howell^  or  how  any  of  the  Howell  land  was  disposed  of.  Her  husband, 
Matthias  Ayres,  had  315- -A.  of  land  in  l8l4,  in  his  name,  which  had  formerly 
belonged  to  Nathan  Ayres,  his  father,  and  purchased  from  Burton.  The  note 
on  tax  lists  reads  "Matthias,  son  of  Nathan,  on  Slate  River" .  Until  l8l4, 
from  1806  this  315  A  of  land  was  returned  by  Nathan  Ayres .  Matthias  return¬ 
ed  this  315  A  up  until  1820,  which  is  as  far  as  my  search  of  the  tax  records 
goes . 


¥e  can  only  conjecture,  but  the  indication  seems  clear  that  Nancy 
Gilliam  (Howell)  Ayres  was  the  dau.  of  Gideon  Howell.  In  the  181O  census 
of  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.,  Gideon  Howell  is  listed  with  1  male  under  10,  1  male 
45  and  up,  1  female  under  10,  1  female  10  to  16  (Nancy?),  1  female  45  and 
up,  19  slaves. 

While  the  journal  of  Matthias  Ayres,  beginning  in  l820,  mentions  many 
Buckingham  Co.  family  names,  as  well  as  Missouri  familes,  he  does  not  record 
anything  to  indicate  relationship.  Matthias  Ayres  evidently  kept  a  store, 
for  he  records  sales  to  many  people. 
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COPY  OF  RECORD  OF  MATTHIAS'  AYRES  SERVICE  IN  WAR  OF  l8l2. 


Re VO lunt ionary  War  Records  Section  3-525 

DEPARTMENT  OF  THE  INTERIOR 
F.W.  BUREAU  OF  PENSIONS 

Wid.  Cert.  7592 

War  of  1812  Washington^  D.  C.,  Aug.  ik,  191T' 

Miss  Nellie  F.  Ayres^ 

725  West  7th  St., 

Sedalia,  Mo. 

Madajm:  In  reply  to  your  request  of  July  31^  received  Aug.  33^(i^  for  a  state¬ 
ment  of  the  military  history  of  Matthias  Ayres,  a  solider  in  the  War  of  l8l2 
you  will  find  helow  the  desired  information  as  contained  in  his  widow's 
application  for  pension  on  file  in  this  Bureau. 


Dates  of  Length  of  Service  Officers  iinder  whom  service  was  rendered 
Enlistment 

of  Appointment  Rank  Captain  Colonel  State 

Aug.  A,  l8l4  to  Feh.  8,  I815  Lieut.  Jesse  B.  Keys  Militia  of  Va. 


Battles  engaged  in  _ 

Residence  of  solider  at  enlistment 
Date  of  application  for  pension,  _ 
Residence  at  date  of  application 
Age  at  date  of  application _ 


Enlisted  in  Albemarle  of  Buckin^am  Co 
Virginia 

May  27,  187^,  Her  claim  was  allowed. 

Saline  Co.,  Missouri 
She  was  born  Sept.  J,  1797 


Remarks;  Soldier  was  born  Aug.  31^  I78I.  He  married  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va., 
Jan.  19,  l8l4,  Nancy  G.  Howell.  He  died  May  8,  I85I,  in  Saline  Co.,  Mo. 
Children:  Susan,  Feb.  22,  I815,  married  Samuel  A.  Ford;  Walter  Leake,  b 
Mch.  29,  1817;  Sarah  Matila,  b  Mch.  16,  1819;  Benjamin  Franklin,  b  Feb.  16, 
182I;  Ann  Elizabeth,  b  Nov.  23,  1822;  Samuel  Matthias,  b  May  10,  1825;  Mary 
Jane,  b  Jan.  I5,  1827;  Martha  Judith  Leake,  b  May  8,  1828;  John  Howell,  b 
Sept.  9^  I83O;  Isabella  Hales,  b  Apr.  6,  1832;  Peter  Nathan,  b  July  21,  1834 
Catherine  Virginia,  b  Mch.  19^  I836;  Josephine  Maria  Louisa,  b  Nov.  12,  1838 

Respectfully, 

/s/  G.  M.  Saltzbepger 


COPY 


Ccmimissioner 


Matthias  Ayres*  wife  states  that  he  volunteered  in  Albemarle  Co.  Va. 
He  enlisted  in  Capt.  Boaz  Ford’s  Co.,  Col.  Yancey's  Regiment,  at  or  in 
Buckingham  Co.  Va.  Dishcarged  at  Camp  Holly,  Va.,  near  Richmond,  I815. 
Haney  G.  Ayres*  affidavit  states  when  applying  for  pension,  that  she  was 
married  to  Matthias  Ayres  hy  Rev.  Rene  Chastain,  at  her  father's  residence 
in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  on  Jan.  I9,  l8l4.  The  date  of  affidavit  is  Aug.  13, 
1877*  She  testified  that  at  some  period  during  l846,  her  son,  Samuel  M. 
Ayres,  copied  all  the  entries  of  the  births  and  dates  that  occurred  in 
the  Ayres'  family  from  the  old,  original  family  Bible  of  the  said  Ayres' 
family,  now  in  possession  of  the  said  Haney  G.  Ayres,  and  that  her  son, 
Samuel  M.  Ayres,  is  now  dead,  having  died  in  California,  Hov.  I9,  185O. 

A  letter  in  pension  files  written  by  Haney  G.  Ayres,  June  27,  I878,  at 
Cambridge,  Mo.,  states  that  they  are  expressing  the  two  Bibles  to  the 
Commissioner  of  Pensions,  and  asked  that  they  be  returned  to  Mrs.  Haney 
G.  Ayres,  Glasgow,  Howard  Co.,  Mo.  The  Bible  in  question  was  on  Oct.  2k, 
1920,  in  the  possession  of  Marcus  Ayres  Bates,  of  McCall,  Idaho.  He  said 
in  letter:  "Enclosed  you  will  find  the  family  records  contained  in  my 
Bible.  Four  of  the  pages  containing  the  earlier  records  have  been  taken 
from  an  older  volume  and  inserted  in  the  one  in  my  possession.  Some  of 
the  records  are  not  complete  and  some  of  the  writing  is  difficult  to  decip 
her.  The  records  of  my  grandfather,  Walter  Leake  Ayres,  are  in  better 
shape.  We  still  have  enou^  relatives  in  Saline  Co. (after  populating  the 
West)  to  make  Saline  Democratic  every  election".  Saline  Co.  Mo.  has  al¬ 
ways  been  Democractic  and  never  elected  a  Republican.  However,  I  pre¬ 
sent  the  facts  as  I  understand  them,  even  to  admitting  that  some  Ayres ' 
were  Republican,  notably  those  in  East  Tennessee  and  Ohio. 

The  land  warrant  issued  the  soldier  was  not  received  by  him  on 
account  of  his  death,  so  his  widow  received  the  bounty  land  warrant, 
28573-80-50,  which  was  cancelled.  Matthias  Ayres  died  May  8,  185I.  Affi¬ 
davit  made  by  Susan  Ford,  the  eldest  child  of  Matthias  and  Haney  G.  Ayres, 
states  that  she  was  b  22  Feb.  1815.  A  certificate  in  the  files  shows  that 
the  Buckin^am  Co.  Virginia  Clerk's  office,  together  with  the  records  of 
the  Court,  were  destroyed  by  fire  on  the  night  of  Feb.  2k,  I869,  and  there 
fore  the  record  of  the  marriage  of  Matthias  and  Haney  was  not  in  existence 
Widow's  pension  7592. 

Abstract  of  the  will  of  Matthias  Ayres,  of  Saline  Co.,  Mo;  Desires 
that  residue  of  estate,  both  real  and  personal,  be  retained  in  possession 
of  his  wife,  Haney  G.  Ayres,  and  to  be  managed  by  her  as  she  may  think 
most  to  the  advantage  of  my  children  and  at  her  decease  same  to  be  sold 
and  divided  equally  among  my  children  then  living,  and  the  representatives 
of  such  of  them  as  are  dead,  the  children  of  each  receiving  the  portion 
which  would  of  right  have  belonged  to  their  parents.. As  I  have  already 
made  considerable  advances  in  property  to  several  of  my  children,  all  of 
which  will  appear  by  reference  to  my  acco\mt  book,  in  which  I  have  charged 
them  with  the  amounts  so  advanced  to  each,  and  I  desire  that  the  amounts 
so  advanced  be  taken  into  consideration,  so  that  none  of  my  children  will 
receive  a  larger  portion  of  my  estate  than  another.  I  desire  that  my 
wife  shall  make  such  advances  of  property  to  such  of  my  children  when 
they  marry  as  she  may  deem  necessary,  charging  them  at  the  same  time  with 
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it,  so  that  it  may  "be  hrou^t  into  account  in  the  final  distribution  of  my 
estate."  Appoints  ¥ife  as  Executrix.  Will  signed  Aug.  19,  I85O,  Matthias 
Ayres.  Wits:  Richard  C.  Vaughan,  George  Rhodes.  Probated  May  28,  I85I, 
Saline  Co.  Mo. 

There  is  much  minutia  and  redundancy  throughout  this  account  of 
Matthias  Ayres  (178I-I851)  son  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres,  and  his 
wife,  Nancy  Gilliam  Howell,  and  their  descendants. 

Matthias  and  Nancy  being  the  great  grandparents  of  this  compiler,  I 
have  included  such  material  irrelevant  to  others,  and  particularly  concern¬ 
ing  my  own  grandparents  and  their  descendants.  This  detail,  uninteresting 
as  it  is  to  others,  is  put  on  record  for  the  benefit  of  their  descendants 
and  especially  my  own  nieces  and  nephews.  Whether  they  preserve  or  even 
read  it,  the  manuscript  in  its  first  edition  has  settled  many  discussions 
of  when  and  how  of  family  occurrences,  and  the  old  letters,  always  interest¬ 
ing  to  this  COTipiler,  are  also  copied.  Copies  of  the  letters  of  her  grand¬ 
father,  Dr.  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres  (1825-I85),  are  in  the  State  Library  of 
Missouri  at  Columbia,  and  in  Memphis  State  University,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

THE  DESCENDANTS  OF  MATTHIAS  AND  NANCY  GILLIAM  HOWELL  AYRES 

VI.  Matthias  Ayres  (Nathan,  Matthias) , sixth  child  of  Nathan  and  Mary 
(Leake)  Ayres,  was  the  great  grandfather  of  this  compiler  of  the  Ayres’ 
genealogy.  He  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Aug.  31^  1T81.  He  md  1st  Su¬ 
sannah  Baber,  dau  of  Thomas  and  Sarah  (Oglesby)  Baber,  before  I8IO.  In  the 
1810  census  of  Buckingham  Co.,  he  is  shown  as  head  of  a  household,  with  1 
male  26  to  ^5;  ^  slaves.  On  the  personal  tax  lists  he  is  shown  in  l8l2  with 
3  slaves,  2  cattle,  1  poll.  In  the  Register  of  Kentucky  Hist.  Soc.,  Y  3? 
p  100,  we  find  that  Susannah  Ayres  was  b  May  27,  I788,  d  May  l4,  1813.  They 
had  no  children. 

Matthias  Ayres  (Nathan,  Matthias),  as  shown  by  previous  pages  served 
in  the  War  of  l8l2.  His  widow  received  a  pension.  (Ref.  Widow’s  Cert. 

7592) .  The  application  listed  the  names  of  his  children  and  the  dates  of 
their  birth.  This  compiler,  Nellie  F.  Ayres,  joined  the  United  States 
Daughters  of  l8l2  on  his  record,  as  well  as  that  of  other  ancestors.  Her 
National  No.  is  4848. 

A  grandson  of  Matthias  Ayres,  Mr.  George  Cheatham,  of  Slater,  Mo., 
aged  87  in  1938,  told  the  writer  that  Matthias  Ayres  was  a  tailor  and  that 
he  worked  at  that  trade  after  he  went  to  Missouri,  comblhlrxg,  after  the  fashion 
of  the  times,  several  occupations  in  addition  to  farming.  From  his  journal 
we  learn  that  he  taught  pupils  in  Virginia,  and  after  he  went  to.  Missouri 
he  frequently  preached,  but  probably  without  license.  He  was  spoken  of  as 
"Rev.  Matthias  Ayres"  in  some  records.  In  this  day  and  time,  in  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  we  call  such  preachers,  lay  preacher,  exhorters,  or  local  ; 
preachers.  On  May  9^  1820,  there  is  an  item  in  Matthias  Ayres'  journal, 
in  the  account  of  Peter  Howel,  his  ward,  as  follows:  "To  making  a  coat, 
$2.00",  which  seems  to  confirm  Mr.  Cheatham’s  statement  that  he  was  a 
tailor . 
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Matthias  Ayres  (Nathan^  Matthias),  married  in  Buckin^am  Co.  Ya., 
on  Jan.  I9,  l8l4,  Nancy  Gilliam  Howell,  h  also  in  that  county,  on  Sept. 

1,  1797*  She  testified  in  her  application  for  pension  that  they  were 
married  at  her  father’s  residence  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  on  Jan.  I9,  l8l4, 
hy  Rev.  Rene  Chastain. 

Mrs.  George  Young  (Virginia  Gilliam  Young),  grand-daughter  of  Mat¬ 
thias  and  Nancy  Gilliam  (Howell)  Ayres,  wrote  the  compiler  in  I919  that 
her  father,  Payette  Henry  Gilliam,  said  that  one  of  his  uncles,  his 
father’s  brother,  an  old  bachelor,  lived  with  Nancy  Gilliam  Howell’s 
father  a  long  time  and  the  family  were  very  much  attached  to  him,  "so, 
when  grandma  was  born,  they  named  her  Nancy  Gilliam.  The  two  families 
lived  not  very  far  apart".  This  narrator  is  very  much  inclined  to  be¬ 
lieve  there  was  some  relationship.  Nancy  had  two  daughters  who  married 
men  of  the  Gilliam  name  and  it  was  the  rule  rather  than  the  exception 
among  Southerners  to  marry  cousins.  We  believe  there  may  have  been  some 
degree  of  relationship  between  the  Gilliam  and  Howell  familes. 

Matthias  Ayres  (Nathan,  Matthias),  died  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  on  May 
8,  1851,  and  she  on  March  4,  l884,  leaving  at  the  time  of  her  death  I86 
living  descendants. 

Matthias  and  Nancy  Gilliam  (Howell)  Ayres  went  from  Buckin^am  Co. 
Va.  to  Saline  Co.  Mo.  in  the  Fall  of  I836.  His  dau  and  her  husband, 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  I.  R.  Gilliam,  had  preceded  them,  and  Matthias  Ayres  bought 
from  I.  R,  Gilliam  480  A  of  land  at  $5*00  per  acre,  on  Jan.  19,  1837^ 
witnesses,  Laban  Garrett  and  Fayette  Gilliam  (Bk.  G,  l84) .  This  land 
was  situation  near  Cambridge  and  at  the  time  of  his  death  in  I85I,  Mat¬ 
thias  Ayres  owned  560  A  in  Twp.  52,  Range  21,  Saline  Co.  Mo.  The  state 
and  coionty  taxes  on  all  of  this  land  for  the  year  185I,  were  $19.52.  A 
survey  of  soils  all  over  the  world  seme  years  ago  revealed  that  some 
Saline  Co.  land,  and  some  in  the  county  adjoining,  Pettis,  was  richer 
than  that  of  the  valley  of  the  Nile. 

Matthias  Ayres  lived  near  the  former  post  office  of  Ayres,  Mo., 
and  he  and  his  wife  are  biiried  near  their  home.  The  house  was  burned, 
but  the  graves  are  still  there,  surrounded  by  an  iron  fence  which  may 
be  seen  from  the  highway.  This  fence  was  erected  in  I888  and  replaced 
a  rock  fence  that  formerly  was  built  around  the  plot.  The  construction 
of  this  fence  was  due  to  the  administrator  of  the  estate  after  Nancy’s 
death.  Among  the  settlement  papers  we  find  the  receipt:  "Saline  Co., 
Mo.,  June  8,  1888.  Received  of  John  W.  Winning,  Admr.  of  the  estate  of 
Nancy  G.  Ayree,  dec’d,  one  hundred  dollars  for  monument  and  iron  fence 
for  the  graves  of  Matthias  and  Nancy  G.  Ayres",  /s/  J.  A.  Topping. 

The  tombstone  inscription  reads,  "Matthias  Ayres,  died  May  1,  185I,  aged 
69  years,  6  mos.  8  das."  There  is  another  item  appears  quaint  in  this 
year  of  our  Lord,  I96O:  "The  estate  of  Matthias  Ayres,  Debt. to  Samuel 
Frest:  "To  making  one  coffine  and  hingeing.  May  29,  I85I,  $10.00.  For 
being  qualified  to  the  act,  .25." 
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Some  of  the  inscriptions  in  this  old  cemetery  are  as  follows;  "Virginia 
F.  Gilliam^  h  2-12-l807^  d  7-20-l8ll.  Ambrose  E.  Watson^  b  Jan.  11^  l8l0, 
d  Aug.  27,  1815". 

This  Ayres  graveyard  is  located  five  miles  Northwest  of  Slater,  Mo., 
and  one  mile  South  of  the  foimer  post  office  of  Ayres,  Mo.,  which  is  also 
located  on  the  land  formerly  owned  by  Matthias  Ayres .  This  is  explained  at 
some  length  because  of  the  misunderstanding  among  descendants  when  the 
writer  attempted  to  get  this  information.  Some  of  them  were  sure  that  the 
rock  fence  was  still  there.  In  any  case,  the  passage  of  years  will  in  all 
probability,  unless  the  land  were  owned  by  descendants,  obliterate  the 
cemetery. 

Mrs.  Mary  Louise  (Ayres)  Wood,  dau  of  Peter  Nathan  Ayres,  and  grande 
dau.  of  Matthias  and  Nancy  Gilliam  (Howell)  Ayres,  lived  in  1936  at  the  site 
of  the  town  of  Ayres  and  the  writer  visited  her  then,  and  was  not  conscious 
of  the  fact  for  several  hours  after  her  arrival  that  she  was  actually  in 
the  so-called  town  of  Ayres.  She  was  told  that  originally  there  were  seven 
or  eight  houses  and  two  blacksmith  shops  in  the  village,  besides  the  post 
office,  but  fire  destroyed  some  of  the  city.  Mrs.  Wood  said  that  when  they 
were  trying  to  select  a  name  for  the  post  office  that  would  be  acceptable 
in  Washington,  several  names  were  submitted  and  refused,  but  when  the  name 
"Ayres"  was  submitted,  it  was  at  once  accepted.  This  post  office  was  dis¬ 
continued  with  the  advent  of  RFD. 

Nancy  and  Matthias  Ayres  were  Methodists  and  Democrats.  A  great  grand- 
dau  of  theirs,  Mrs.  Ada  (Hu^es)  Potter,  told  the  compiler  that  the  first 
"class -meetings"  in  that  part  of  Saline  Co.  were  held  for  several  years  in 
the  home  of  Matthias  and  Nancy.  The  other  Methodists  would  come  on  the 
appointed  day,  bringing  their  lunch  baskets  or  not,  to  spend  the  day,  and 
all  were  fed.  Matthias  and  Nancy  were  charter  members  of  the  old  Cambridge 
Methodist  church.  This  building  has  not  been  used  for  several  years,  most 
of  the  congregation  worshipping  at  Gilliam.  When  the  old  Methodist  church 
at  Cambridge  was  abandoned,  Mrs .  Potter  carried  away  some  of  the  old  hymn 
books,  and  two  of  them  were  given  to  this  compiler. 

In  the  Missouri  Historical  Review,  Vol.  6,  p  lL-23,  in  a  piece  written 
by  Rev.  Joab  Spencer  in  1912,  concerning  early  Methodism  in  Saline  Co.,  Mo., 
we  note  the  following:  "The  Class  in  Methodism  was  organized  in  I836  or  1837* 
I  am  especially  indebted  to  Mrs.  J.  Land,  of  Gilliam,  dau  of  Rev.  Matthias 
Ayres,  in  whose  home  about  ei^t  miles  north  of  Slater,  a  class  was  organiz¬ 
ed  about  1836-37* • -The  class  in  the  Ayres*  nei^borhood  is  written  of  as 
follows  by  Mrs.  R.  F,  Land,  widow  of  the  late  R.  F.  Land,  "The  preaching 
was  at  my  father’s,  Matthias  Ayres’  home.  He  moved  from  Virginia  in  1836. 

I  think  the  class  was  organized  soon  after  he  came.  Preaching  was  on  Wed¬ 
nesday  morning  at  11  A.M.,  which  was  the  usual  hour.  Services  were  prob¬ 
ably  held  once  in  four  weeks.  The  services  were  well  attended  by  the  neit¬ 
her  s,  and  most  of  them  would  stay  for  dinner  until  they  were  reproved  for 
so  doing  by  Rev.  Ben  Johnson,  the  Circuit  preacher,  which  greatly  mortified 
our  father  and  mother,  as  they  were  glad  to  have  the  neighbors  stay  and 
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always  prepared  for  them,  as  such  a  custom  was  usual  then.  Preaching 
continued  for  a  number  of  years  and  then  the  names  of  the  members  were 
transferred  to  Cambridge.’  This  transfer  probably  took  place  about  I855, 
when  the  new  chirrch,  still  in  use,  was  erected.  The  transfer  of  the 
members  of  the  Ayres’  Class  refers  to  only  a  part  of  the  Class,  especially 
to  members  of  the  Ayres’  family.  The  families  of  Wooldridge, Woodson,  and 
others  still  remained  and  preaching  still  continued  in  the  neighborhood 
in  the  Rhodes  school  house  till  about  I875  or  76,  when  the  preaching  place 
was  changed  to  Frankfort,  where  it  continued  until  about  I879  when  the 
Class  was  merged  in  the  new  Class  organized  in  Slater .. .Saline  Circuit 
was  composed  of  Cambridge,  Miami,  Mt.  Carmel,  T.  G.  Duggins’  and  the 
Ayres’  class.” 

The  following  was  copied  from  a  clipping  in  the  scrap  book  of  Pris¬ 
cilla  Frances  (Priest)  Ayres,  from  a  Saline  Co.  paper, what  newspaper  is 
not  known: 


IN  MEMORIAM 

"Mrs.  Nancy  G.  Ayres,  a  devoted  and  valuable  member  of  the  Women’s 
Missionary  Society  at  Cambridge,  and  subsequently  at  Gilliam,  has  gone 
to  join  that  innumerable  circle  of  the  redeemed  and  blood -washed  that 
gather  about  the  throne  of  God.  Though  so  great  an  invalid  that  she  was 
confined  to  her  room  for  several  years,  yet  she  never  failed  to  send  her 
membership  dues  and  gifts  to  forward  the  work.  May  her  example  of  faith¬ 
fulness,  of  devotion,  rest  like  a  benediction  upon  her  children  and 
grandchildren  and  upon  the  entire  circle  of  her  friends  and  acq^uaintances"  . 

It  might  be  mentioned  in  passing  that  this  one  of  her  great  grand¬ 
children  writing  this  record,  is  also  faithful  to  her  Missionary  Society 
and  probably  there  are  hundreds  of  others  that  are,  -  if  not  in  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  then  in  some  other. 

The  records  from  the  Bible  of  Matthias  and  Nancy  (Gilliam  Howell) 

Ayres  are  copied  herein.  The  Bible  was  bou^t  at  the  sale  of  household 
effects  after  the  death  of  Nancy  G.  Ayres,  by  her  oldest  son,  Walter 
Leake  Ayres,  and  the  record  states  that  he  paid  $2.00  for  it.  It  is  now 
in  possession  of  a  grandson  of  Walter  Leake  Ayres,  Mr.  Marcus  Ayres 
Bates,  or  Parma,  Idaho. 

This  writer  regrets  the  passing  of  the  custom  of  having  family  Bibles. 
In  former  years,  within  the  remembrance  of  the  compiler,  the  family  Bible 
was  a  possession  prized  in  every  household.  She  well  remembers  the  par¬ 
lor  of  her  great  grandfather  Priest  in  Pettis  Co.,  at  the  family  home, 
"Rosebower" .  There  was  one  article  of  furnishings  that  could  always  be 
found  in  the  homes  of  all  well  regulated  families,  no  matter  what  the 
financial  status.  There  was  always  a  center  table.  It  usually  stood  in 
the  middle  of  the  parlor,  and  without  it  there  could  be  no  real  home  at¬ 
mosphere.  If  the  family  had  any  claim  whatever  to  neighborhood  importance, 
four  social  necessities  would  be  found  on  this  table.  A  stereoscope,  with 
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the  steroptican  views ^  and  album  with  photographs  of  all  the  be -whiskered 
relatives^  a  glass  paperweight  with  snow  inside^  which  when  picked  up  caused 
the  snow  to  fall^  and  always  a  family  Bible.  The  parlor  at  Rosebower  con¬ 
tained  many  things  which  were  wonderful  to  this  writer  when  a  small  child. 

On  the  fly-leaf  of  the  Bible  of  Matthias  Ayres  is  written:  "Matt 
Ayres’  Bible^  May  T;  l846" .  Mrs.  Virginia  Frances  (Gilliam)  Young  said  in 
1919  in  a  letter  to  the  compiler:  "Aunt  Jo  and  I  were  girls  together.  She 
is  a  few  years  o^J-der  than  I.  I  remember  the  Old  Bible.  When  I  was  a  child^ 
a  young  school-girl^  grandfather’s  was  my  home  for  one  school  term.  A\mt 
Jo  and  Uncle  Peter  Ayres  were  in  school  then^  a  county  school.  That  old 
Bible  was  used  every  ni^t.  Before  we  retired,  a  passage  was  read  and  grand 
father  and  grandmother  sang  a  song  that  has  never  left  my  memory,  ’A  Charge 
to  keep  I  have,  a  God  to  glorify.’  The  memory  of  those  days  is  sweet." 

This  is  one  of  the  great  hymns  of  the  church  throu^  which  are  taught  the 
profound  truths  of  the  Christian  religion,  and  one  that  should  be  sung  today 
for  someone  has  said  that  the  doctrine  that  is  sung  into  a  people  cannot 
easily  be  forgotten  by  them. 

This  compilation  is  in  no  sense  a  "history",  being  little  more  than  an 
incomplete  catalogue  of  Ayres’  descendants  who  are  within  a  reasonable  de¬ 
gree  of  relationship,  with,  in  most  cases,  no  personal  history. 

The  writer  never  knew  her  Ayres '  grandfather  or  great  grandparents ,' , 
nevertheless,  she  is  proud  of  her  heritage,  for  while  there  were  among  her 
ancestors  no  famous  men  and  women,  she  knows,  from  their  letters  and  diaries 
and  from  the  traditions  and  anecdotes  handed  down,  that  they  were  personali¬ 
ties  of  great  dignity,  character  and  moral  worth.  The  tradition  of  their 
faithfulness  to  family,  home,  state  and  church  and  -to  the  claims  of  society, 
of  their  high  standards  of  service,  are  an  inheritance  and  a  responsibility 
which  their  descendants  cannot  ignore  without  knowing  that  we  have  failed  to 
validate  our  inheritance,  and  that  we  have  not  kept  the  faith. 

We  can  more  or  less  choose  our  manner  of  living,  but  our  background  we 
cannot  choose.  It  is  our  inheritance  and  we  can  choose  only  our  attitude 
toward  it.  We  can  be  grateful  for  it  and  worthy  of  it,  or  we  can  be  irrev¬ 
erent  and  unappreciative  of  it.  The  fact  remains  that  the  biggest  part  of 
our  lives  is  our  heritage.  We  cannot  merit  God’s  mercies  and  blessings,  but 
we  can  remember  that  "By  the  grace  of  God  I  am  what  I  am." 

We  have  two  kinds  of  inheritance,  that  of  blood  and  heredity,  and  our 
social  heritage.  Throu^  heredity  we  have  inherited  good  mental  and  phy¬ 
sical  traits.  Our  social  heritage  is  our  social  environment,  religious 
tradition  and  the  culture  into  which  we  were  born.  Catherine  Fuller  Ger- 
ould  says  that  "the  soul  of  culture  is  the  culture  of  the  soul",  and  our 
greatest  inheritance  and  responsibility  is  this  Christian  culture  into  which 
we  were  bom. 

Henry  C.  Link’s  book,  "The  Return  to  Religion",  is  dedicated  "To  the 
millions  of  Grandparents,  who,  with  less  money,  gave  their  children  more 
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than  we  are  giving  ours  today."  That  is  to  say,  that  our  ancestors  in 
shaping  the  ideals,  thoughts  and  actions  of  their  children  along  religious 
lines,  gave  them  a  really  better  education  and  cultiore  than  the  youth  of 
today,  with  many  more  advantages  and  opportunities  are  receiving.  That 
to  inherit  the  spiritual  values  sind  cultu3^  of  such  ancestors  is  a  great¬ 
er  distinction  and  possession  than  to  inherit  their  property. 

Valuable  as  our  inherited  possession  may  be,  it  is  the  intangible 
legacies  which  are  our  most  priceless  possessions.  John  Cooper  Powys 
says  that  the  more  culture  a  person  has  managed  to  attain,  the  more  in¬ 
dependent  he  is  of  outward  circ\mistances .  More  than  half  the  misery  in 
the  world  comes  from  stupidly  placed  values.  Our  inheritance  of  ideals 
and  faith  is  one  we  hold  in  trust  to  hand  on  to  the  next  generation, 
ideals  which  shall  direct  and  compel  them  in  a  world  that  seems  to  be 
tottering. 

Stark  Young  writes  of  one  of  the  characters  in  "So  Red  the  Rose"  - 
"She  had  known  by  instinct  that  some  sacred  memory  preserved  through  the 
years  is  the  best  education  to  live  by."  When  Mrs.  Virginia  (Gilliam) 
Yoimg  wrote  that  "the  memory  of  those  days  is  sweet",  she  but  voiced  the 
thought  of  all  of  us  when  we  think  of  our  childhood,  and  we  know  that 
such  happy  memories  are  indestructible  possessions  which  nothing  can 
take  from  us. 

Thomas  Carlyle,  when  he  was  an  old  man,  confessed  that  the  only 
that  had  much  value  for  him  was  the  truth  he  learned  at  his  mot¬ 
her's  knee.  The  intangibles  of  Christian  faith  and  culture  are  the 
things  which  make  us  inwardly  rich  and  independent  of  outward  circum¬ 
stances  .  Faith  grows  better,  tradition  grows  better  when  they  are  pas¬ 
sed  on  from  parents  to  children,  and  which  give  us  roots. 

It  is  due  to  our  forefather’s  memory  that  we  record  for  posterity 
their  virtues  and  recognize  that  because  of  them  we  can  say  with  David, 
"The  lines  are  fallen  to  me  in  pleasant  places;  yea,  I  have  a  goodly 
heritage".  Psalms  l6;5. 

In  the  history  of  Saline  Co.  Mo.  by  W.  B.  Napton,  p  482,  we  find 
mention  of  Matthias  Ayres:  "Matthias  and  Nancy  G.  (Howell)  Ayres  were 
both  natives  of  the  county  of  Buckingham,  Virginia,  but  from  I836  until 
their  respective  deaths,  residents  of  Saline  Co.  Mo.  On  coming  to  the 
county,  Mr.  Ayres  purchased  a  tract  of  land  near  Cambridge,  which  he 
developed  and  improved,  and  to  which  he  added  from  time  to  time  until 
he  finally  became  the  owner  of  560  acres,  nearly,  if  not  all  of  which 
he  cultivated  by  slave  labor,  and  amassed  a  handsome  fortune.  Of  the 
thirteen  children  bom  to  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ayres,  two  are  living,  (1909); 
these  Mrs.  Cheatham  and  Mrs.  Frank  Land.  The  death  of  Mr.  A;^es  occur¬ 
red  in  1851,  at  the  age  of  70  years,  his  wife  following  him  to  the  grave 
in  l884 ,  when  87  years  old" . 

In  early  times  and  down  to  about  I85O,  when  Matthias  Ayres  died. 
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everything  needed  for  the  household  was  of  dpmestic  manufacture,  hot  only 
were  all  ea tables  produced  at  home^  with  a  surplus  of  hogs,  heef,  mutton, 
hacon,  etc .  for  market,  hut  the  wool  of  the  sheep  was  carded  and  then 
spun  at  home  hy  hand  looms  into  material  which  was  dyed  also  at  home,  and 
then  made  into  garments.  The  socks  and  stockings  were  knit  hy  hand.  The 
hides  of  the  heeves  were  tanned  into  leather  near  home, and  the  shoes  for 
the  household  made  from  that  supply.  The  production  of  tobacco  was  the 
leading  industry  in  some  parts  of  Missouri.'  It  was  raised  every  year  and 
cured  in  barns  and  in  time  finished  for  use  or  market.  All  of  this  invol¬ 
ved  a  vast  amount  of  work.  The  negro  women  were  employed  much  of  their 
time  in  the  domestic  manufactures,  spinning,  weaving,  cooking,  canning, 
etc.  and  the  negro  men  did  the  farm  work.  Even  the  children  helped,  especi¬ 
ally  with  the  housework  and  in  the  garden  and  they  could  also  help  with  the 
tobacco.  It  req^uired  a  vast  amount  of  work  and  planning  to  produce  enough 
for  the  large  families  of  those  days  and  for  the  slaves,  too,  and  the  man¬ 
agement  of  the  work  and  family  required  no  little  amoimt  of  executive  abil¬ 
ity. 


Mr.  M.  ¥.  Robinson,  who  has  frequently  been  mentioned  in  this  manu¬ 
script,  says  in  speaking  of  his  Ayres  ancestors:  "The  Ayres  stock  was 
noted  for  a  hi^  type  of  character,  dignified  in  bearing,  refined  and  cul¬ 
tured  in  taste,  grave  and  serious  in  deportment,  modst  and  reticient  in 
speech,  and  of  dignified  manners,  softness  of  voice  and  speech."  This 
description  is  a  very  good  one  of  the  Ayres’  of  later  generations  known  to 
this  writer. 

Mr.  Robinson  speaks  often  of  the  indistinct  Ayres’  voice,  and  in 
speaking  of  his  Aunt  Jane  (Ayres)  Flood,  he  says,  "Her  Ayres’  voice  was  so 
low  and  faint  as  scarcely  to  be  audible."  This  "indistinct  Ayres’  voice" 
was  typical  of  this  compiler’s  father  and  several  of  his  children,  includ¬ 
ing  the  writer,  at  times. 
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SALUTE  coimn^  missouei,  may  teem  1887. 

Now  at  this  day  comes  John  W.  Winning^  Administrator  de  honis  non  of 
the  Estate  of  Matthias  Ayres ^  deceased^  and  presents  his  accounts  and  vouch¬ 
ers  for  final  settlement  as  follows; 

To  Cash  on  hand  as  per  last  settlonent  made 

at  Fehruary  term  I887 . . .  $13^732.06 

Credits  hy  amounts  paid  to  the  heirs  as  per 
order  of  distribution  made  at  Feh.  term  1887: 


B,  F,  Ayres.............. . . 

B.  F.  Ayres,  Assignee,  ¥.  L.  Ayres  .... 
B,  F.  Ayres,  Assignee  heirs  S.  M.  Ayres 
Josephine  L.  Land. ..................... 

M.  J.  Watson....... . . 

Peter  N .  Ayres ......................... 

M .  J .  Cheatham . . 

Susan  Ford . . 

Virginia  Land .......................... 

Virginia  Young ......................... 

M .  A.  Hughes . . . . . . 

Eva  Franklin . . . 

Lizzie  Parrish . . . . 

Wm.  M.  Gilliam. . 

Leroy  M.  Gilliam. . . . 

George  B .  Gilliam. . . . 

A.  W.  Gilliam............ . 

Emma  Nock. . . . . . 

William  B .  Gilliam . . . 

Luther  0.  Gilliam  (Pd  to  Guardian) . 


Voucher 


J 

$1167.39 

2 

1584.69 

3 

i64i.29 

4 

1459.04 

5 

1123.59 

6 

1474.82 

T 

1332.29 

8 

796.05 

9 

io4i.30 

10) 

Children  of 

160.18 

11) 

Ann  Elizabeth 

160.19 

12) 

(Ayres)  Gil- 

160.19 

13) 

liam 

160.19 

14) 

160.19 

15) 

$961.12 

1160.19 

16) 

Children  of 

198.06 

17) 

Sarah  Matilda 

198.06 

18) 

(Ayres)  Gilliam  I98.O6 

19) 

198.06 

20) 

$952.42 

160.18 

$1353^.00 


By  amt.  in  my  hand  due  to  JiiLian  T. 

Gilliam,  whose  residence  is  and  has 

been  unknown  for  past  3  years . .  $198.06  I98.O6 

1150.48  $13732.06 

On  the  22nd  of  August  1889,  the  administrator,  John  W.  Winning,  paid  to  the 
State  Treasury  the  share  of  Julian  T.  Gilliam. 


Appraisal  of  land  of  Matthias  Ayres; 


80  acres  N-i  N.W.  Qr. 

Sec.  23, 

Twp.  Range 

20,  @ 

27.50 

$2200.00 

160 

ft 

S.W.  t  Sec.  l4 

It  ^2  " 

"  @ 

27.50 

4400.00 

80 

Tt 

W  4  N.W.  i  Sec 
E  1  N.E.  f  ” 

swj 

.  14, 

tl  tl  Tt 

"  @ 

14.00 

1120.00 

80 

t1 

15. 

!t  tl  tl 

"  @ 

16.00 

1280.00 

160 

If 

11. 

IT  It  IT 

"  @ 

12.50 

2000.00 

$11000.00 
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Jesse  Wolfskin^  E.  G.  Wheeler,  John  T.  Rhoades 

Matthias  Ayres  (Nathan,  Matthias),  and  his  wife,  Nancy  Gilliam  (Ho¬ 
well)  Ayres,  had  thirteen  children,  as  follows; 


1. 

Susan  Ayres 

8. 

Martha  Judith  Leake  Ayres 

2. 

Walter  Leake  Ayres 

9- 

John  Howell  Ayres 

3. 

Sarah  Matilda  Ayres 

10. 

Isabella  Hales  Ayres 

4. 

Benjamin  Franklin  Ayres 

11. 

Peter  Nathan  Ayres 

5. 

Ann  Elizabeth  Ayres 

12. 

Catherine  Virginia  Ayres 

6. 

Samuel  Matthias  Ayres 

13. 

Josephine  Maria  Louisa  Ayres 

7. 

Mary  Jane  Ayres 

1.  Susan  Ayres,  dau  of  Matthias  and  Nancy  Gilliam  (Howell)  Ayres 
was  h  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Feh.  22,  1815 .  She  was  married  at  the  age 
of  l4,  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  on  July  29,  I829,  to  Samuel  Ayres  Ford, 
son  of  Joel  and  Mary  (Garrott)  Ford  of  Buckingham  Co.  Mary  (Garrott) 
Ford,  his  mother,  was  the  dau  of  Charles  Garrott  and  his  wife,  Mary  Ay¬ 
res,  dau  of  Matthias  and  Elizabeth  (Hales)  Ayres.  Therefore,  Mary 
(Garrott)  Ford,  mother  of  Samuel  Ayres  Ford,  and  Matthias  Ayres,  father 
of  Susan  (Ayres)  Ford,  were  first  cousins.  This  marriage  of  cousins  was 
the  rule  in  Virginia  and  there  are  numberless  instances  in  this  record. 
Baker,  in  his  book,  "Virginians  in  Texas",  says:  "For  all  the  great 
grandparents  of  Virginians  were  second  cousins,  at  least." 

Samuel  A.  Ford  was  a  member  of  the  24th  Va.  Militia  of  Buckingham 
in  1835.  His  cousin,  John  B.  Ayres,  was  Lieut.  Col.  of  the  24th  Reg., 
another  cousin,  Owen  Ayres,  was  Lieut,  of  1st  Btn.,  24th  Reg.,  another 
cousin,  Nathan  Ayres  Holman,  was  Capt.  Also,  Nathan  W.  Ayres  was  Ad¬ 
jutant.  (Ref.  Wm.  &  Mary  Quar.  (l)  12:193). 

The  journal  of  Matthias  Ayres  (178I-I851),  makes  frequent  mention 
of  his  son-in-law,  Samuel  A.  Ford.  There  is  an  item  in  June  I830,  "Cash 
paid  Samuel  A.  Ford  on  acct.  of  tobacco,  $4.00."  "Ditto  for  a  bonnet 
for  Susan,  $6,124".  "Cash  paid  Martha  Howel  for  weaving  for  self  and 
Samuel  A.  Ford,  $5.00."  On  Sept.  9,  183O:  "Cash  paid  Samuel  A.  Ford  on 
acct.  of  his  part  wheat  made  the  present  year,  $65.00." 

The  journal  contains  an  account  in  I832  as  follows; 

Samuel  A.  Ford,  Dr.,  January,  1832; 


To  one  negro  woman  and  three  children,  $650.00 
To  one  gray  mare,  60.OO 
To  one  bed  and  furniture,  30.00 
To  one  desk  and  folding  table,  I5.OO 
To  one  cow  and  calf,  10.00 
Nov.  1833^  to  six  sheep  given  him,  6.5O 
To  one  side  saddle  given  Susan,  15.OO 


$766.50 
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To  be  accounted  for  with  my  estate^  without  interest. 

/s/  M.  Ayres 

The  Fords  went  to  Missouri  at  the  same  time  that  the  Ayres  family  did^ 
and  made  their  home  near  New  Frankfort,  Saline  Co.  Susan  (Ayres)  Ford  was 
left  a  widow  with  six  children  and  lived  for  a  time  in  Chariton,  Mo.  She 
died,  however,  in  Saline  Co.,  the  victim  of  a  vicious  negro,  after  1887.  I 
am  indebted  to  Miss  Pattie  Norvell,  of  Slater,  Mo.,  for  the  incomplete  list 
of  her  descendants.  The  six  children  of  Samuel  A.  and  Susan  (Ayres)  Ford 
were  I 


1. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Ford 

4. 

Walter  Ayres  Ford 

2. 

Sidnie  Ford 

5. 

Samuel  Ford 

3. 

Martha  Ford 

6. 

Helen  M.  Ford 

1.  Mary  Elizabeth  Ford,  dau  of  Samuel  A.  and  Susan  (Ayres)  Ford,  called 
(Betty),  was  married  on  May  15,  1862,  to  Henry  T.  Smith  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  by 
Alvin  P.  Williams  (Bk.  B,  p  ITT)*  They  lived  near  Frankfort.  He  was  murder¬ 
ed. 

2.  Sidnie  Ford,  dau  of  Samuel  A.  and  Susan  (Ayres)  Ford,  md  Fred  J. 
Beeler  (Bk.  D,  p  22j) .  "Feb.  12,  1878,  F.  J.  Beeler  and  Miss  Sidnie  Ford, 
at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Ford,  her  mother,  and  in  the  presence  of  Ben.  Cooper, 
Samuel  Ford  and  others".  Oliver  Guthrie,  M.  G.  Fred  J.  and  Sidnie  (Ford) 
Beeler  had  four  children:  1.  Susie  Beeler  md  Albert  Birch,  and  lived  in 

Slater,  Mo.  2.  William  Beeler  md  Ivy  _ ,  3*  John  Beeler,  4.  Charles 

Beeler. 

3.  Martha  Ford,  dau  of  Samuel  A.  and  Susan  (Ayres)  Ford,  md  Mr.  Cock¬ 
rell  and  had  two  children:  Betty  Cockrell  and  Beauregard  Cockrell.  They 
went  to  Arkansas . 

4.  Walter  A.  Ford,  son  of  Samuel  A.  and  Susan  (Ayres)  Ford,  was  md 

to  Nancy  G.  Putney,  Nov.  1,  l882,  by  0.  Guthrie  (Bk  1,  p  18t);  at  the  resi¬ 
dence  of  the  bride.  Nancy  C.  Putney  was  sister  to  Will  A.  Putney,  who  md 
Alice  J.  Watson,  dau  of  Abner  J.  and  Mary  Jane  (Ayres)  Watson.  The  Putneys 
were  from  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.  and  went  from  there  to  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  in  1868. 
Nancy  0.  and  William  A.  Putney  were  children  of  Isaac  and  Nancy  (Wilson) 
Putney,  md  Dec.  10,  1835*  There  are  still  Putneys  in  Buckingham  Co.  who 
are  also  Ayres’  descendants,  from  Rev.  John  Ayres,  brother  of  Matthias 
Ayres,  (IT8I-I851). 

5.  Samuel  A.  Ford,  son  of  Samuel  A.  and  Susan  (Ayres)  Ford,  died  unm 
in  Saline  Co.  Mo. 

6.  Helen  M.  Ford,  dau  of  Samuel  A.  and  Susan  (Ayres)  Ford,  was  md  on 
Sept.  8,  1868,  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  to  John  Prophet,  at  the  home  of  the  bride's 
mother,  near  Frankfort,  by  L.  G.  Pulliam,  M.G.  (Bk.  C,  p  86).  Mr.  Prophet 
was  killed  by  the  kick  of  a  mule.  They  had  a  son,  John  Prophet,  and  per- 
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haps  other  children.  Helen  M.  (Ford)  Prophet  md  again  on  Nov.  I3,  iQ'J'J, 
to  Lilhurn  Thorp^  at  the  home  of  Samuel  Ford^  and  the  presence  of  T. .0. 
Mead^  Benjamin  Cooper  and  others.  (Bk.  D.,  p  226). 

We  have  so  far  been  nnable  to  contact  the  descendants  of  Samuel  and 
Susan  (Ayres)  Ford,  and  know  that  this  list  as  given  by  Miss  Pattie  Nor- 
vell  is  not  accurate. 

The  descent  of  Samuel  A.  Ford  is  said  to  be  as  follows:  Pierre 
Faure,  the  immigrant  to  Virginia,  md  Mary  Elizabeth  Agee  in  France;  Jac¬ 
ques  (James)  Ford  b  ITO8,  md  Ann  Bondurant,  b  1712,  in  1728.  Their  son, 
Peter  Ford  md  Judith  Maxey;  their  son,  Joel  Ford,  md  Mary  Garrott,  dau 
of  Chas.  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Garrott,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Samuel  A. 
Ford. 


2.  Walter  Leake  Ayres  (Matthias,  Nathan,  Matthias),  son  of  Matthias 
and  Nancy  Gilliam  (Howell)  Ayres,  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  March  29, 
1817.  His  daughter-in-law,  Mrs.  Walter  Leake  Ayres  of  Miami,  Mo.,  said 
in  letter  to  the  writer:  "Leake’s  father  was  named  for  his  uncle  and 
great  grandfather,  Walter  Leak.  Her  husband,  Walter  Leake  Ayres  II,  was 
called  "Leake" . 

Walter  Leake  Ayres  II  was  md  in  Howard  Co.  Mo.,  Aug.  l4,  1638  to 
Sarah  Maria  Embree.  (See  Ayres’  Bible,  which  was  bought  at  the  sale  of 
the  estate  after  the  death  of  Nancy  G.  Ayres,  in  l884.  This  Bible  is 
in  possession  of  his  grandson,  Marcus  Ayres  Bates,  of  Parma,  Idaho.  See 
also  Howard  Co.  Mo.  marriage  licenses  Bk  2,  p  42.  They  were  md  by  Martil- 
las  Embree,  Minister.  Sarah  Marie  Embree  was  b  Sept.  l4,  1819  and  d  Dec. 
9;  1911*  He  d  Oct.  12,  1892,  Saline  Co.  Mo. 

Walter  Leake  Ayres  I,  with  others  of  his  relatives  and  friends  from 
Saline  Co.  Mo.  went  to  the  gold  fields  of  California  in  I85O.  In  the 
letters  written  by  his  brother.  Dr.  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres  to  his  wife 
during  the  overland  trip  to  California,  he  makes  frequent  mention  of 
"Wat".  In  letter  dated  Rose  Hill,  Mo.,  May  10,  I85O,  he  says:  "Wat 
backed  out,  I  understood.  Cheatham  and  Gilliam  are  ahead  of  us.  I  have 
seen  several  wagons  from  Saline  Co.  They  are  very  much  divided."  Dr. 

S.  M.  Ayres  went  to  California  with  a  wagon  train  made  up  mostly  of  men 
from  Pettis  Co.  Mo.  In  letter  dated  May  I9,  I85O,  he  says:  "The  wagon 
from  Saline  left  us  awhile  back.  This  morning  we  passed  a  company  from 
Saline.  In  it,  of  my  acquaintance,  were  Brown  Miller,  Bob  Wooldridge, 
Brack  Land,  Dick  Rhoads  and  others."  This  letter  was  written  from  Cross 
Creek,  Pottowamie  Nation.  In  it  he  said,  "Wat  and  John  and  Mad  Cheatham 
are  all  behind  some  fifty  miles.  Wat  is  with  old  man  Watson  and  Land, 
so  is  Mad."  On  June  28^  I85O,  he  has  this  to  say:  "Wat  and  John  are 
still  behind  us,  I  do  not  know  where.  I  am  quite  uneasy  about  them.  I 
understand  that  Miller’s  train  (which  they  are  in)  has  small  pox  and 
cholera  both  very  bad.  I  hope  this  may  be  false."  On  J\ane  11,  I85O, 
he  reports:  "Our  friends  from  Saline  are  still  behind.  I  have  heard 
nothing  definite  from  the  lately,  but  presume  they  have  had  bad  luck 
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enou^."  On  Sept.  25,  I85O,  after  his  arrival  in  California,  he  tells  of 
the  arrival  of  the  others:  "Wat,  John,  Eaj/ette  Gilliam  and  Mat  Cheatham 
all  got  safely  here  and  scattered  all  over  the  country.  They  are  all  well, 
I  believe.  They  are  all  going  to  the  mines  in  a  few  days  to  dig  gold.” 
Fayette  Gilliam  and  Mat  Cheatham  were  Dr.  Ayres*  brother-in-law,  and  "Wat” 
and  John  were  his  brothers,  Walter  Leake  Ayres  and  John  Howell  Ayres.  The 
latter  d  in  California,  as  did  Dr.  Ayres. 

In  the  journal  of  Matthias  Ayres  (178I-I851),  we  find  menti9n  of  his 
son,  Walter  Leake  Ayres:  "I83T*  Walter  L.  Ayres,  to  one  safl^le^.  $20.00.” 

Mr.  M.  A,  Bates  wrote  on  Oct.  24,  I92O1  "My  grandfather  could  and 
should  have  written  the  history  of  the  family.”  I  have  heard  him  talk  of 
ancestors  back  of  the  Revolution.  But  I  was  too  young  then,  and  not  con¬ 
cerned  with  family  history.  And  now  I  can  find  no  data  from  him  to  direct 
a  search.  .  Even  the  history  of  his  California  life  is  not  available.”  You, 
probably,  know  that. 

The  incomplete  list  of  the  descendants  of  Walter  Leake  and  Sarah  Maria 
(Embree)  Ayres,  has  been  assembled  from  the  Bible  records  and  from  informa¬ 
tion  given  by  various  kin  -  Mr.  Bates,  Miss  Pattie  Norvell,  and  Mrs.  Walter 
Leake,  Jr.  of  Miami,  Mo. 

The  thirteen  children  of  Walter  Leake  and  Sarah  Maria  (Embree)  Ayres 
were  as  follows: 


1. 

Mary  Elizabeth  Ayres 

8. 

John  H.  Ayres 

2. 

Nannie  Narcissa  Ayres 

9. 

‘.Yirginia  F.  Ayres 

3. 

Marcus  A.  Ayres 

10. 

Susan  J.  Ayres 

4. 

Thomas  M.  Ayres 

11. 

Maggie  Einbree  Ayres 

5. 

Irene  Baxter  Ayres 

12. 

Benjamin  Peter  Ayres 

6. 

7. 

Walter  Leake  Ayres,  Jr. 
William  Alfred  Ayres 

13. 

Maria  Catherine  Ayres 

1.  Mary  Elizabeth  Ayres,  dau  of  Walter  Leake  and  Sarah  Marie  (Embree) 
Ayres,  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  Aug.  10,  1839^  and  d  Sept.  6,  1887.  She  md 
at  the  age  of  15,  on  Feb.  I9,  1854,  David  M.  Edwards.  (See  Bible  record, 
also  Saline  Co.  Mar.  Rec.  Bk  B,  p  53*)  "David  Edwards  to  Mary  E.  Ayres,  by 
Abner  Gwynn.”  The  Edwards  were  from  Fauquier  Co.  Va.  Mr.  Edwards  served 
with  the  Confederate  Army,  and  was  for  a  time  a  member  of  Quantrell*s  band. 
He  d  in  the  Confederate  Home  at  Higginsville,  Mo.  David  and  Mary  Elizabeth 
(Ayres)  Edwards  had  three  children:  1.  A  son  called  "Allie”,  who  was  an 
invalid;  2.  William  Edwards,  3*  Emma  Edwards.  Nothing  more  is  known  of 
the  Edwards  descendants. 

2.  Nannie  Narcissa  Ayres,  dau  of  Walter  Leake  and  Sarah  Maria  (Em¬ 
bree)  Ayres,  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  Apr.  8,  l84l.  She  d  in  Kansas  City, 
Mo.,  April  24,  I9I6.  There  is  some  confusion  about  the  date  of  her  mar¬ 
riage.  One  Bible  record  has  it  Feb.  23,  l864,  and  one  Feb.  22,  l864. 

This  compiler  copied  the  Ayres*  marriages  from  the  Saline  Co.  records,  but 
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has  no  record  of  hers.  She  md  Alvin  Bates  and  thou^  the  writer  has  had 
considerable  correspondence  with  her  son^  Marcus  nyres  Bates,  he  gave  very- 
little  information  concerning  his  immediate  family.  Our  list  of  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Alvin  and  Nannie  Narcissa  (Ayres)  Bates  follows: 

1.  Lillie  G.  Bates,  md  Mr.  James  Comer.  They  lived  in  Kansas  City  and 
had  four  children; 

2.  Marcus  Ayres  Bates,  q.v.; 

3.  Francis  Leake  Bates,  lives  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  and  is  connected  -with 
the  post  office  there.  He  is  married. 

h.  Ollie  Bates  md  Jesse  Betts.  They  both  d  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  They 
had  three  children,  1.  Walter  Betts;  2.  Clarence  Betts;  3.  Alberta  Betts. 
These  all  live  in  Kansas  City.  Clarence  was  reared  by  his  uncle,  M.  A. 
Bates.  He  is  Manager  of  the  Budd -Fletcher  Ptg.  Co.,  the  largest  print¬ 
ing  plant  west  of  St.  Louis..  He  is  married  and  has  a  dau,  Clara  Betts. 

5.  Annie  Elizabeth  Bates  md  a  Mr.  Graham.  One  dau.  Live  in  Los  Ange¬ 
les  . 


2.  Mr.  Marcus  Ayres  Bates,  who  gave  the  compiler  the  infoimation 
concerning  the  Bates’  family,  could  give  no  dates,  and  except  that  he 
stated  in  letter  dated  Aug.  23,  I935  that  he  was  past  TO,  we  do  not  know 
any  other  dates.  He  stated  at  that  time  that  he  had  been  in  Idaho  al¬ 
most  fifty  years.  His  youngest  son,  a  brother,  a  sister  and  several 
nephews  and  nieces  were  at  that  time  living  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  We  do 
not  have  the  name  of  Mr.  Bates'  wife,  but  they  had  three  children,  as 
follows: 


1.  Ellis  Bates,  an  officer  in  the  regular  army,  retired  as  Major 
of  Infantry,  lived  at  Dallas,  Texas.  He  married,  but  had  no  children. 

He  served  as  Sergeant  with  Idaho  Militia  on  the  Mexican  border.  Served 
in  France  and  Belgium  as  first  Lieut,  with  36lst  Infantry,  91st  Div., 
A.E.F,  World  War  I,  and  later  with  the  9'th  Reg.  Inf.,  Army  of  Occupation 
in  Germany.  On  his  return  from  Germany,  he  enlisted  as  a  private  in  the 
regular  army,  and  was  retired  as  Major,  Feb.  1,  1937,  after  twenty  years' 
service . 


2.  Nina  Bates  graduated  at  college  of  Idaho  magna  cum  laud,  and 
has  taught  for  several  years  in  Cascade  and  in  Caldwell,  Idaho.  She  is 
unmarried . 

3.  Francis  Leake  Bates  (called  Frank),  is  married.  He  is  one  of 
the  Assistant  postmasters  in  post  office  at  Kansas  City,  Mo.  We  have  no 
record  of  his  children,  if  any. 

3.  Marcus  Aurelius  Ayres,  son  of  Walter  Leake  and  Sarah  Maria  (Em- 
bree)  Ayres,  was  b  May  23,  l842  and  d  Nov.  IT,  l^lk.  He  md  Mary  H.  Bat- 
sell  on  Aug.  24,  1865.  He  was  in  the  Confederate  Army  and  d  in  Texas. 

He  went  to  Texas  in  I865.  His  wife  was  still  living  in  I920.  He  had 
several  children,  but  we  do  not  have  the  list.  A  son,  T.  W,  Ayres,  was 
living  in  Trenton,  Texas  in  1920,  and  he  had  other  sons,  J.  C.  and  J.  A. 


2l4 


Ayres^  at  Sherman  and  Bells^  Texas. 

4.  Thomas  M.  Ayres,  son  of  Walter  Leake  and  Sarah  Maria  [(.Emhree) 

Ayres,  was  h  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  May  l4,  l844.  He  d  there  Nov.  I9,  1853* 

5.  Irene  Baxter  Ayres,  dan  of  Walter  Leake  and  Sarah  Maria  (Emhree) 
Ayres,  was  h  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  March  12,  l846,  and  d  there  unm  on  April 
27,  1884. 

6.  William  Alfred  Ayres,  son  of  Walter  Leake  and  Sarah  Maria  (Emhree) 
Ayres,  was  horn  Saline  Co.  Mo.  Feh.  I3,  l848  and  d  in  Kansas  City,  Kans. 

Oct.  19,  1916.  He  md  first  Miss  Harriett  Terry  and  second  Ellen  J.  Roe. 

(See  Bihle  records,  also  Mar.  Rec.  Bk.  C  p,  186;  "Allen  Ayres  and  Miss 
Harriett  Terry,  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s  father,  hy  C.  P,  Berwick,"  and 
Bk  D,  p  235 j  Feh.  13,  I878,  William  A.  Ayres  and  Ellen  Roe,  hy  Rev.  Pres¬ 
ton  Phillips,  M.  E.  Church,  South."  The  date  of  his  first  marriage  was 
Dec.  23,  1869.  William  Alfred  and  Harriett  (Terry)  Ayres  had  two  children; 
Clarence  Ayres,  d  May  2,  l884;  Lena  Ayres;  John  Ayres,  who  lived  in  Cali¬ 
fornia. 

6.  William  Alfred  and  Ella  J.  (Roe)  Ayres  had  two  children;  Emma 

Ayres,  who  md  William  Frank  Fisher,  brother  to  the  wife  of  Fayette  Gilliam 
Young,  Mabel  Clare  (Fisher)  Young.  W.  F.  and  Emma  (Ayres)  Fisher  had  five 
children;  1.  Frances  Fisher,  h  1904,  md  Charles  Beeler,  descendant  of 
Samuel  A.  and  Susan  (Ayres)  Ford,  throu^  the  marriage  of  their  dau,  Sidnie 
Ford,  to  Fred  J.  Beeler.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Chas.  Beeler  live  in  California  and 
have  two  sons.  2.  Catherine  Ayres  Fisher,  h  I906,  md  Z.  Z.  Baker  and  had 
one  child;  3-  William  Fisher  md  Elva  LaRue  and  has  one  child,  Donna 
Fisher.  4.  Dorothy  Fisher,  h  I918;  5-  Marguerita  Fisher. 

7.  Walter  Leake  Ayres,  Jr.,  son  of  Walter  Leake  and  Sarah  Maria  (Em¬ 
hree)  Ayres,  was  h  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  Feh.  I7,  I85O.  In  Saline  Co.  History, 

p  590,  we  find  this  concerning  him;  "Walter  L.  Ayres,  post  office,  Cambridge. 
A  native  of  Missouri.  Was  horn  in  Saline  Co.,  Feh.  I8,  1849,  where  he  was 
raised.  (Note  the  discrepancy  in  dates.  The  first  date  is  from  family 
Bihle).  In  I872  he  went  to  Texas  with  the  Intention  of  making  it  his  home, 
hut  was  so  dissatisfied  with  the  Staue  that  in  18  months  (l873)^  he  returned 
to  his  native  county  where  he  has  remained  contented.  Mr.  Ayres  is  a  car¬ 
penter  hy  trade,  hut  has  spent  the  last  few  years  on  his  farm  raising  corn, 
what,  tobacco,  oats,  fr-uit,  etc.  He  was  married  on  the  4th  of  April,  1879^ 
to  Miss  Sarah  Haynie  and  has  one  son,  horn  Dec.  22,  188O,  not  yet  named. 

Mr.  Ayres  is  the  eon  of  W.  L.  and  Sarah  Ayres." 

The  history  has  the  dates  wrong.  The  Bihle  record  states  that  Walter 
Leake  Ayres,  Jr.  was  h  Feh.  J,  I85O  and  md  April  4,  I878  to  Sarah  Ann  Hay¬ 
nie.  Mar.  Rec.  Bk  D  reads;  "April  4,  I878,  Walter  L.  Ayres  and  Sarah  A. 
Haynie,  at  the  home  of  Mrs.  Haynie,  hy  G.  W.  Hatcher,  M.  G«"  Mr.  W.  L. 

Ayres,  Jr.  died  in  Saline  Co.  May  4,  I916.  Sarah  Ann  (Haynie)  Ayres,  (Call¬ 
ed  "Aunt  Puss"  hy  the  kin)  was  h  near  Miami,  Mo.  on  March  24,  I863.  She  was 
the  dau  of  Auscra  Haynie  and  his  wife,  who  was  Lucy  Virginia  Rice.  Her 
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parents  were  natives  of  Northumberland  Co.  Va.^  who  went  to  Missouri  in 
1838.  Mrs.  Leake  Ayres  was  still  living  in  Miami,  Mo.  a  few  years  ago 
and  the  compiler  is  indebted  to  her  for  some  of  the  information  contained 
in  this  story.  Walter  Leake  Ayres,  Sr.  was  called  "Wat"  by  his  family, 
as  was  his  uncle,  Walter  Ayres  and  Walter  Leake  Ayres,  Jr.  was  called 
"Leake".  Walter  Leake  Ayres,  Jr.  and  his  wife,  Sarah  Ann  (Haynie)  Ayres, 
had  three  children,  as  follows: 

1.  Auscra  Marvin  Ayres,  b  Dec.  I7,  18T9^  near  Gilliam,  Saline  Co. 

He  makes  his  home  in  Chicago.  He  is  unmarried. 

2.  Walter  Haynie  Ayres,  born  Friday,  Aug.  12,  188I,  near  Gilliam. 

He  lives  in  Chicago. 

3.  Emory  Rice  Ayres  was  bom  Saturday,  Sept.  l4,  I889,  in  Gilliam, 
Saline  Co.  Mo.,  and  married  Catherine  Hether  on  Nov.  29,  1916  in  Hunts¬ 
ville,  Randolph  Co.  Mo.  They  live  in  Peoria,  Ills,  and  have  three  chil¬ 
dren.  Catherine  Hether  is  a  great  grand -daughter  of  George  Frederick 
Bruckhardt,  who  designed  the  great  seal  of  the  State  of  Missouri. 

George  Frederick  Burckhardt  was  an  officer  in  the  War  of  l8l2.  He 
was  b  in  Fredericktown,  Md.  I782.  His  family  had  exhibited  a  special 
interest  in  Heraldry,  a  trait  that  was  carried  on  by  his  son.  Judge  Geor¬ 
ge  Hobbs  Burckhardt,  who  designed  the  sea,l  for  the  Circuit  of  Randolph  Co. 
Mo.  George  F.  Burckhardt  went  to  Central  Missouri  in  I816  with  his  fam¬ 
ily,  -joining  his  father  and  mother,  the  Revolutionary  soldier,  Christopher 
F.  Burckhart,  who  settled  in  the  Boone’s  Lick  settlement,  where  he  lived 
with  his  family  in  Ft.  Kincaid  during  the  War  of  l8l2.  He  served  as 
interpreter  for  Gen.  George  Washington  at  the  battle  of  Trenton.  Mrs.  A. 
Lee  Smiser,  of  Warrensburg,  Mo.  is  also  a  descendant  and  has  done  consider¬ 
able  research  on  the  family.  She  is  a  former  President  of  the  Missouri 
Society,  Daughters  of  l8l2. 

The  children  of  Emory  Rice  and  Catherine  (Hether)  Ayres  are  as  fol¬ 
lows: 

1.  Walter  Ayres,  b  Aug.  22,  I918,  Danville,  Ills; 

2.  Joann  Ayres,  b  Dec.  10,  1920,  Peoria,  Ills; 

3.  Marvin  Eugene  Ayres,  b  Dec.  25,  1924,  Peoria,  Ills; 

4.  Sheila  Lou  Ayres,  b  Sept.  27,  I931,  Peoria,  Ills. 

8.  John  Howell  Ayres,  son  of  Walter  Leake  and  Sarah  Maria  (Embree) 
Ayres  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo. ,  June  17^  I852.  He  md  Willie  Morgan,  of 
Grayson  Co.  Texas,  in  that  county,  on  Jan.  l4,  I886.  We  have  no  informa¬ 
tion  of  any  descendants.  He  was  still  living  in  1935 ^  near  Van  Alstyne, 
Texas . 

9*  Virginia  F.  Ayres,  dau  of  Walter  Leake  and  Sarah  Maria  (Embree) 
Ayres,  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  Oct.  10,  1854  and  d  Aug.  25,  1855. 
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10.  Susan  J.  Ayres  ^  dau  of  Walter  Leake  and  Sarah  Maria  (Enibree)  Ayres 
was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  Sept.  8^  I856.  She  md  there  on  Feb.  22.,  18TT^ 
William  Goldson  Stapp.  (Bk.  D,  p  15T)*  "Feb.  22,  187T;  Wm.  G.  Stapp  and 
Susan  J.  Ayers  at  the  home  of  the  bride’s  father,  in  the  presence  of  Watson 
Ayers  and  lady,  George  B.  Porter,  Jos.  Smith  and  others.  P.  F.  Hogan,  M.;.G." 

Mrs.  Leake  Ayres  of  Miami,  Mo.  stated  that  Wm.  G.  Stepp  d  in  I909,  in 
California,  and  his  wife  d  Sept,  h,  I928,  in  Sentinel,  Okla.  They  had  sever¬ 
al  children,  all  born  in  Orrick,  Ray  Co.,  Mo.,  three  of  whom  d  in  infancy. 

The  four  who  lived  to  maturity  were: 

1.  Ola  May  Stapp,  b  May  25,  I88O,  md  William  Adams,  and  they  had  two 
children.  She  md  second  a  Mr.  Vanderford  and  had  two  children.  They  live 
in  Sentinel,  Okla. 

2.  William  Stapp,  b  March  27,  l882; 

3 .  Everett  Stapp,  born  1886; 

4.  Nellie  Bryan  Stapp,  b  Sept.  3^  I896. 

.11.  Maggie  Embree  Ayres,  dau  of  Walter  Leake  and  Sarah  Maria (Embree) 
Ayres,  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  on  Jan.  29,  i860,  and  md  there  on  Jan.  4, 
1880,  to  Thomas  Henry  Page.  (Book  D,  p  3T1*)  "Thomas  Henry  Page  and  Maggie 
Embree  parsonage  in  the  presence  of  R.  M.  Spencer,  andJC.  A. 

Spencer, 'by' J.,  Spencer,  Min."  The  children  of  Thomas  Henry  and  Maggie  (Em¬ 
bree  (Ayres)  Page,  as  given  by  Miss  Pattie  Norvell,  were  as  follows:  Nannie 
Page,  Calvin  Page,  Charles  Page,  Virginia  Page,  Kate  Page,  married  Mr.  Fitz- 
gibbons,  Grace  Page  and  Esther  Page. 

In  a  letter  dated  Feb.  3;  1938^  Mrs.  Walter  Leake  Ayres,  (Aunt  Puss) 
says:  "Chas.  Page  d  suddenly  on  Nov.  23,  1937*  He  left  a  wife  and  son." 

We  have  no  further  information  on  the  Page  descendants . 

12.  Benjamin  Peter  Ayres,  son  of  Walter  Leake  and  Sarah  Marla  (Embree) 
Ayres,  was  b  irj  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  June  3^  I86I,  and  md  Jennie  Evans.  (Bk  1, 
p  261),  Oct.  16.  1883.  "Jeff  Ayres  of  Cambridge  and  Jennie  Evans  of  Cam¬ 
bridge,  Oct.  16,  1883.  James  C.  Daly,  .MIG."  Here  is  another  discrepancy 
in  dates.  The  Bible  gives  Oct.  I8  as  the  date  of  their  marriage.  Benjamin 
Peter  Ayres  was  always  called  "Jeff" .  He  lived  in  Oregon  and  nothing  is 
known  of  his  descendants.  He  had  at  least  one  child,  Calvin  Ayres. 

13.  Maria  Catherine  Ayres,  dau  of  Walter  Leake  and  Sarah  Marie  (Embree) 
Ayres,  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  Nov.  17^  I863  and  d  Sept.  4,  1933^  in 
Medicine  Lodge,  Kans.  She  md  J.  E.  Niokell  on  June  1879*  (Bk  D,  p  237^ 
June  5^  1879^  Jas.  E.  Nickell  and  Kate  Ayers,  in  the  presence  of  Columbus 
Johnson  and  Isaac  R.  Nickells,  George  M.  Marin,  M.G."  James  E.  Nickell  was 
b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  July  I8,  1839*  He  was  the  son  of  Carvile  and  Nancy 
Ann  Nickells.  He  served  in  the  C.S.A.,  Co.  E.,  1st  Reg.  Mo.  Cav.  Col. 

Shelby,  C.S.A.  He  surrendered  in  May  I865,  as  Capt.  Nickell.  James  E.  and 
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Marla  Catherine  (Ayres)  Nlckell  had  two  children:  1.  Rose  Nlckell,  h 
Aug.  13^  1880 j  2.  Essie  Nlckell^  md  Mr.  Easterly  and  had  one  chlld^ 
.Calvin  Ayres  Easterly. 

III.  Sarah  Matilda  Ayres ^  dau  of  Matthias  and  Nancy  Gilliam  (How¬ 
ell)  Ayres  was  h  In  Buckingham  Co.  Va._,  Mar.  16,  I819  and  md  there  on 
Feb.  18,  1834  to  Isham  Richard  Gilliam,  son  of  William  and  Judith  (Wood- 
son)  Gilliam  and  brother  to  Fayette  Henjry  Gilliam  who  md  her  sister, 

Ann  Elizabeth  Ayres.  She  d  In  Charlton  Co.  Mo.,  Sept.  6,  I855.  He  md 
again,  and  died  Aug.  25,  l864. 

We  have  no  very  complete  list  of  the  children  or  descendants  of  Sarah 
Matilda  (Ayres)  Gilliam.  Those  living  In  I887,  heirs  of  Sallle  Ayres 
Gilliam,  see  previous  pages,  when  the  estate  of  their  grandmother,  Nancy 
Gilliam  (Howell)  Ayres  was  settled  were:  George  B.  Gilliam,  A.  W.  Gil¬ 
liam,  Emma  Gilliam  Nock,  Wm.  B.  Gilliam,  and  Tupper  Gilliam.  The  latter, 
Julian  Tupper  Gilliam,  was  missing  In  I887  at  the  time  of  the  final  set¬ 
tlement  and  the  administrator  stated  "his  residence  Is  and  has  been  for 
the  past  three  years  -unknown".  Julian  Tapper  Gilliam’s  share  of  the  es¬ 
tate  of  his  grandfather  and  grandmother,  as  heirs  of  his  deceased  mother, 
Sallle  (Ayres)  Gilliam,  was  paid  to  the  Treasury  of  the  State  of  Missouri 
on  August  22,  I889. 

Mr.  Tom  Ed.  Gilliam,  of  Tulsa,  Oklahoma,  said  In  letter:  "Uncle  Dick’s 
children  were  Alphonse,  Beverly,  Tupper,  Billy,  Emma,  Ida." 

In  the  journal  of  Matthias  Ayres  (178I-I851),  we  find  the  following 
account  with  his  son-in-law,  I.  R.  Gilliam: 

July  1,  1834,  I.  R.  Gilliam,  Dr.  to  S-undrles  given: 


To  one  bed  and  furniture,  $30.00 

To  one  -half  dozen  Windsor  chairs,  6.00 

Balance.,... . . .  $36.00 

To  one  saddle,  I5.OO 

Jan.  5,  1935, 

To  one  negro  woman,  China,  4 5 0.00 

Nov.  1,  1836,  To  one  negro  woman,  Marla,  I5O.OO 

$'651.00 

Attested  myself  the  26th  day  of  Sept.  I837,  /s/  M.  Ayres. 


Mr.  George  Cheatham,  of  Slater,  Mo.,  son  of  Madison  and  Josephine  Marla 
Louisa  (Ayres)  Cheatham,  gave  this  compiler  the  list  of  the  children  of 
Isham  Richard  and  Sarah  Matilda  (Ayres)  Gilliam,  as  follows: 

1.  Alphonse  W.  Gilliam; 

2.  John  Gilliam,  d  yo-ung,  unm,  before  1887; 

3-  Fayette  H.  Gilliam,  d  "  "  "  ; 

4.  Julian  Tupper  Gilliam,  whereabouts  imknown  In  I887; 

5-  Emma  E.  Gilliam; 
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6.  Ida  G.  Gilliam^  d  'unm.,  iDefore  I887; 

7.  George  Beverly  Gilliam; 

8.  William  B.  Gilliam. 

Mrs.  R.  L.  Garmon^  a  descendant  of  this  line^  "wrote  this  compiler  as 
follows  in  1938,  Sept.  28;  "Uncle  Phonse  died  and  was  buried  in  Denver, 
as  was  Ida  Gilliam."  She  stated  that  Alphonse  W.  Gilliam,  who  was  living 
at  the  time  of  the  settlement  of  the  estate  in  1887^  md  in  Carroll  Co.  Mo, 
a  widow  named  Turpin  and  they  lived  in  Chariton  Co.  Mo.  He  md  2nd  a  Mrs. 
or  Miss  Burress.  Mrs.  Cannon  stated  that  A.  W.  Gilliam  had  two  children, 
Arthur  Woodson  Gilliam  and  Beta  Belle  Gilliam,  both  married.  In  1938  Arthur 
W.  Gilliam  was  living  near  Boulder,  Colo,  and  had  two  children.  Beta  lived 
at  that  time  in  Detroit  and  had  a  dau^ter. 

Julian  Tupper  Gilliam,  son  of  I.  R.  and  Sarah  Matilda  (Ayres)  Gilliam, 
was  killed  by  Indians,  according  to  Mrs.  Cannon.  There  was  a  letter  receiv¬ 
ed  from  a  man  out  west,  she  said,  saying  his  clothing  had  been  fo\ind  and  in 
one  of  the  pockets  was  a  letter  from  Mrs.  Hock,  who  was  his  sister. 

Brnna  E.  Gilliam,  dau  of  I.  R.  and  Sarah  Matilda  (Ayres)  Gilliam,  md 
William  T.  Nock  on  Sept.  8,  I87O,  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  (Bk  C,  p  215 ).  In  the 
album  of  Priscilla  Frances  (Priest)  Ayres,  widow  of  Dr.  Samuel  M.  Ayres,  I 
find  written  in  my  grandmother’s  hand:  "Married  and  widowed  in  less  than 
a  year".  This  notation  is  made  on  the  page  where  Emma  E.  Gilliam  had  writ¬ 
ten  her  name  and  a  few  lines  of  greeting,  after  the  fashion  of  the  time. 

She  died  I926. 

Bmna  E.  (Gilliam)  Nock  had  a  son,  William  T.  Nock,  who  md  Said  Stryker, 
and  they  had  a  son,  William  T.  Nock  III.  Mrs.  Nock  lived  for  several/years 
with  her  aunt,  Josephine  Maria  Bouisa  (Ayres)  Band,  who  had  no  children. 

Ida  Gilliam,  dau  of  I.  R.  and  Sarah  Matilda  (Ayres)  Gilliam,  was  reared 
by  her  uncle,  Fayette  Henry  Gilliam.  She  died  before  1887  and  Mrs.  Cannon 
stated  that  she  was  buried  in  Denver. 

George  Beverly  Gilliam,  son  of  I.  R.  and  Sarah  Matilda  (Ayres)  Gilliam, 
was  living  in  1887-  He  md  Miss  Alberta  Patton  of  Mississippi  and  d  in  Keytes- 
ville.  Mo.  on  Sept.  1,  1906.  Alberta  (Patton)  Gilliam  d  in  Gilliam,  Mo., 

Oct.  4,  1929*  They  had  the  following  children: 

1.  Herbert  Isham  Gilliam,  d  at  age  of  19; 

2.  Julian  Homer  Gilliam,  d  at  age  of  8; 

3.  Ida. Edward  Gilliam  md  Robert  Bee  Cannon,  of  Gilliam,  Mo.,  in  Decem¬ 
ber,  1909*  Mrs.  Cannon  gave  some  information  concerning  the  Gilliam  descen¬ 
dants  .  She  lives  in  Kansas  City,  Mo .  The  children  of  Robert  Bee  and  Ida 
(Gilliam)  Cannon  are; 

1.  Alberta  Cannon,  b  1914,  md  Eugene  Walker  Rankin  in  1937; 

2.  Robert  Bee  Cannon,  Jr.,  b  I918; 

3.  Austin  Beverly  Cannon,  b  I918. 
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B.  Gilliam,  son  of  I.  R.  and  Sarah.  Matilda  (Ayres)  Gilliam, 
was  living  in  1887.  Mr.  Cheatham  stated  that  he  d  unmarried. 

On  a  page  of  an  old  album,  the  one  previously  mentioned,  are  to  he 
fo\ind  the  following  names:  A.  W.  Gilliam,  M.  D.,  Miss  Ida  Gilliam,  Miss 
Mary  E.  Gilliam,  Miss  Emma  E.  Gilliam,  J.  T.  Jones  and  Robert  Lacy.'. 

It  is  interesting  to  note  that  more  than  200  years  ago  we  find  in 
Virginia  records  that  the  Nocks’  and  Eyres'  intermarried.  In  1703,  the 
will  of  Daniel  Nock,  in  Northampton  Co.  Va.,  mentions  Nock  Eyres  and  is 
witnessed  by  John  Eyres. 

Mrs.  T.  W.  Lacy,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  gave  the  information  concern¬ 
ing  the  early  Gilliams  as  follows:  William  Gilliam,  b  1775,  d  I827,  md 
in  Virginia,  Dec.  16,  1799^  Judith  Woodson,  b  I782,  d  1844.  A  William 
Gilliam  served  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution  and  of  l8l2.  The  children 
of  William  and  Judith  (Woodson)  Gilliam  were: 

1.  Polly  Gilliam,  b  18OI,  md  W.  Watson  of  Virginia.  Their  children 
were  Polly  Watson,  who  md  her  second  cousin,  James  Madison  Gilliam.  Their 
children  were  Georgia,  who  md  Sam  Cook,  Fanny  who  md  Crawford  and  Sam 
Gilliam,  of  Brunswick,  Mo.  William  James  Watson  md  Martha  Roach  and  their 
children  were  James  Whitfield  Watson  and  Alma  Watson. 

2.  John  Woodson  Gilliam,  b  I803,  lived  in  Chariton  Co.  Mo.,  and 
later  in  Texas.  His  children  were  Charles,  who  md  Elizabeth  Watts,  Charl¬ 
ton  Co . ,  Mo . ,  Mary,  Judith  and  Sue . 

3.  Anthony  Woodson  Gilliam,  son  of  William  and  Judith  (Woodson) 
Gilliam,  was  b  I805.  Married  first  Lucy  Gilliam  and  later  md  Susan  Burke. 
The  children  of  his  first  wife  were:  1.  Lucy,  James,  who  was  killed; 

3.  Mary  Frances  md  William  Land;  4.  Henry  Walker,  who  md  Miss  Rhoads. 

The  children  of  A.  W.  Gilliam  and  his  second  wife,  Susan  Burke,  were: 

1.  Judith;  2.  Maria;  3.  Addle;  4.  Coats;  5.  James. 

4.  Obadiah  Gilliam,  son  of  William  and  Judith  (Woodson)  Gilliam, 
was  b  1807^  died  in  infancy. 

5-  William  Taylor  Gilliam,  b  I808,  md  1st  Mary  Stewart,  second  Jane 
Swinney.  The  children  by  his  first  wife  were:  1.  Betty,  who  md  Guerin; 

2.  Sallie,  who  md  Mr.  Doak  and  had  a  son,  Hugh  Doak;  3.  Mollie,  who  md 
John  Burroughs,  and  4.  Harry.  The  children  by  his  second  wife  were: 

Leta,  md  Dr.  Lackey;  Annie;  Tommie;  Jimmie  md  Sallie  Farmer. 

6.  Richard  Isham  Gilliam,  son  of  William  and  Judith  (Woodson)  Gil¬ 
liam,  md  Sarah  Matilda  Ayres.  The  record  of  such  descendants  as  we  have 
record  of  has  been  given. 

7-  Charles  W.  Gilliam,  b  l8l2,  had  two  children,  Robert  and  Mary. 
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8.  Fayette  Henry  Gilliam^  son  of  William  and  Judith  (Woodson)  Gilliam, 
■was  h  l8l4,  d  1912.  He  md  first,  Ann  Elizabeth  Ayres,  sister  to  Sarah  Matil¬ 
da  Ayres,  who  md  his  brother,  I.  R.  Gilliam.  His  second  wife  was  Mrs.  James 
Swinney.  All  of  his  children  were  by  his  first  wife  and  the  record  follows 
later . 

9-  Judith  Anne  Gilliam,  b  l8l$,  md  William  E.  Goode. 

10.  James  S.  Gilliam,  b  1819,  married  and  had  children  was  follows: 

James,  Louise,  John  and  Edward. 

11.  George  Washington  Gilliam,  b  l821,  md  Sarah  Anderson.  Their  chil¬ 
dren  were:  Hester,  unm;  Lelia,  md  J.  S.  Munce. 

12.  Elizabeth  A.  Gilliam,  b  1823,  md  list  James  Woodson,  second  Wm. 

Goode.  Their  children  were:  James  Woodson;  William  Woodson;  Tommie  Wood- 
son  md  Wheeler;  Mtie  Woodson;  Loue  Woodson  md  Peter  Orear,  and  Richard,' 
Woodson. 

13.  Tom  Ed  Gilliam,  b  1827^  d  1915 •  He  md  Lavinia  A.  Watts.  They  had 
thirteen  children.  Fire  boy^  d  in  infancy.  The  others  were;  George  md  Mayy 
Flood;  James  md  Nellie  Thompson;  Lelia,  unm;  Thomas  md  Ella  Clark;  Lucie, 
unm;  Lavinia  md  Dr.  Newman;  William;  Polly  md  Mr.  Green.  William  Taylor 
Gilliam  founded  the  town  of  Gilliam,  Mo. 

Tom  Ed  Gilliam  and  his  wife,  Ella  Clark,  of  Tulsa,  Okla.  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children:  LevEllen;  Mrs.  Brooks  Hoopingarner,  Burk  Gilliam,  Tom 
Gilliam. 

IV.  Benjamin  Franklin  Ayres,  son  of  Matthias  and  Nancy  (Gilliam,  Howell) 
Ayers,  was  b  in  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.,  Feb.  16,  l821,  and  d  in  Saline  Co.  Mo., 

Feb  6,  1889.  We  find  in  a  scrap  book  of  Priesilla  Frances  (Priest)  Ayres, 
the  following  clipping  from  a  Saline  Co.  paper;  "Ayres,  -  Died  at  home  near 
New  Frankfort,  on  the  morning  of  Feb.  6,  I889,  at  6  o'clock,  Benjmin  F. 

Ayers,  in  his  68th  year.  He  was  the  son  of  Matthew  and  Nancy  Z.  Ayers  of 
Buchanan  Co.  Va.  He  came  to  Saline  Co.  where  he  made  his  home.  Stricken 
down  with  paralysis,  he  never  got  over  the  first  stroke,  he  lingered  near 
three  months.  The  last  few  days  of  his  sickness  he  was  unconscious.  Never 
was  there  a  more  generous  of  a  nobler  heart  in  a  human  frame  than  was  his. 

He  was  a  loving aadddevoted  father.  He  leaves  a  disconsolate  wife  and  three 
children  and  ten  grandchildren  and  many  relatives  and  friends  to  mourn  their 
irreparable  loss.  May  we  all  meet  in  Heaven  at  last,  where  parting  will  be 
no  more." 

Mr.  Frank  L.  Ayres,  of  Marshall,  Mo.  told  this  compiler  that  his  grand¬ 
mother  was  a  Miss  Chambers.  Benjamin  F.  Ayres  was  twice  married.  First, 
to  Mary  F.  Wooldridge,  on  May  27,  l8^0.  (Bk.  A,  p  26.)  They  had  four  chil¬ 
dren  and  after  her  death  he  married  her  sister,  Martha  J.  Wooldridge  on  Dec. 
23,  1852,  by  P,  J,  Rea.  (Book  B,  p  20.)  Martha  J.  Wooldridge  was  b  l821 
in  Prince  Edward  Co.  Va.  We  find  that  Francis  Marion  Wooldridge  b  I786,  d 
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1834  md  Rhoda  Maxey,  dau  of  Sylvanus  Maxey  and  Elizabeth  Langsdon  of 
Prince  Edward  Co.  Their  dau^,  Rhoda  Wooldridge,  h  I80T,  md  I828,  Henry 
Lewis.  Wm.  Wooldridge,  h  l803^  md  1834,  Miss  Norvell,  in  Cambridge, 
Mo. 


The  children  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Mary  A.  F.  (Wooldridge)  Ayres  were: 

1.  A  daughter,  d  in  infancey;  3*  Benjamin  Edward  Ayres; 

2.  Clementine  Ayres;  4.  Mary  Ann  Ayres. 

The  children  of  Benjamin  and  Martha  J.  (Wooldridge)  Ayres  were: 

5.  Robert  Nathan  Ayres;  7.  Frank  Leslie  Ayres. 

6.  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres; 


2.  Clementine  Ayres,  dau  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Mary  A.  F.  (Wooldridge) 
Ayres  md  John  Norvell.  He  was  a  bro  of  Elvira  Norvell,  who  md  Peter 
Nathan  Ayres,  and  of  Vincent  Norvell  who  md  Clementine ^s  sister,  Maiy 
Ann  Ayres.  The  father  of  these  three  Norvells  was  James  Norvell.  John 
and  Clementine  (Ayres)  Norvell  had  one  child,  Pattie  Norvell,  who  assist¬ 
ed  with  Information  for  this  compilation.  After  the  death  of  Clementine 
(Ayres)  Norvell,  John  Norvell  md  Josephine  Maria  Louise  Cheatham,  on 
July  23,  1874.  She  was  a  dau  of  Madison  and  Martha  Judith  Leake  (Ayres) 
Cheatham.  Miss  Pattie  Norvell  made  her  home  in  Slater,  Mo. 


3.  Benjamin  Edward  Ayres,  son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Mary  F.  (Wooldri¬ 
dge)  Ayres,  md  Nannie  C.  Ford,  who  was  no  relation  to  the  other  Ford 
family  connected  with  the  Ayres.  They  were  md  on  Apr.  11,  I867,  by  R. 

P.  Williams.  (Bk  C,  p  2l) .  He  d  in  1874.  They  had  three  children,  as 
follows: 


1.  Mary  Ethel  Ayres;  3-  Franklin  Ayres; 

2.  Betty  Ayres. 

Mary  Ethel  Ayres,  dau  of  Benj .  E.  and  Nannie  (Ford)  Ayres,  was  md 
to  G.  Sydenstricker  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  Mar.  21,  1892.  (Bk  4,  p  288.) 
They  lived  in  Hutchinson,  Kans.  and  have  three  children:  1.  Guy  Ayres 
Sydenstricker;  2.  Robert  Edward  Sydenstricker;  3.  Nancy  Jane  Syden¬ 
stricker. 

Betty  Ayres,  dau  of  Benjamin  Edward  and  Nannie  C.  (Ford)  Ayres,  was 
b  on  Oct.  28,  1869,  and  md  Ed  Springer.  They  also  lived  in  Hutchinson, 
Kans . 


3*  Franklin  Ayres,  son  of  Benj.  Edward  and  Nannie  C.  (Ford)  Ayres, 
md  Nettie  Cole,  a  Virginian.  Their  children  were:  1.  Edward  Ayres; 

2.  Catherine  Ayres;  3*  Florence  Ayres,  d  unm;  Virginia  Ayres. 

4.  Mary  Ann  Ayres,  dau  of  Benjamin  Franklin  and  Mary  A.  F.  (Wool¬ 
dridge)  Ayres,  md  Vincent  L.  Norvell  on  Dec.  12,  1867,  minister  Thomas 


Wallace.  (Bk  p  6o) .  He  was  a  Bro  of  John  Worvell  who  md  her  sister  Clem¬ 
entine  and  of  Elvira  Norvell  who  md  their  uncle ^  Peter  Nathan  Ayres.  Vin¬ 
cent  L.  and  Molly  (Ayres)  Worvell  had  four  children:  1.  Lafayette  Norvell, 
(called  Ered)  md  Eliza  Walker;  2.  Frank  Norvell;  3*  Edward  Norvell;  4. 

Elva  Norvell. 

1.  Lafayette  Norvell  md  Eliza  Walker.  They  had  two  daus^  Inez  Wor- 
vell;  h  1898^  md  Russell  G.  Wade;  Arline  Norvell  md  Clifton  Johnson  and 
d.a.p.  Eliza  (Walker)  Worvell  d  1935* 

2.  Frank  Worvell  md  Dora  Smith  and  they  had  children. 


3.  Edward  Worvell  married  and  has  one  son.  They  live  in  Wichita  Falls^ 


Texas . 

4.  Elva  Worvell  md  Mr.  Lischer  and  lives  in  Indianapolis. 

Vincent  L.  Worvell  md  2nd^  on  May  26^  I876,  Jennie  Fletcher^  and  they 
had  two  children. 

5.  Robert  Wathan  Ayres,  son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Martha  J.  (Wooldridge) 
Ayres  md  Annie  Cooper  on  Wov.  6,  l87T*  (Bk  D,  p  277)*  "Robert  Ayres  and 
Annie  Cooper,  at  the  house  of  Benjamin  Cooper  and  in  the  presence  of  Benja¬ 
min  Cooper,  Sidnie  Ford,  and  others.  Oliver  Guthrie,  Minister  Cumberland 
Pres.  Ch."  They  had  two  children;  Wora  Ayres  and  Dudley  Ayres.  Wora  Ayres 
md  John  A.  Morrison.  They  had  two  boys,  John  A.  Morrison,  Jr.  and  Ayres 
Morrison,  who  was  drowned  when  young.  Dudley  Ayres  md  Lena  Bauscog,  and 
they  had  five  children;  1.  Robert  Ayres;  2.  Hazel  Ayres;  3*  Ruth  Ayres; 

4.  Earl  Ayres;  5*  Kathryn  Ayres. 

6.  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres,  son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Martha  J,  (Wooldridge) 
Ayres,  was  b  I867  and  d  on  Aug.  24,  1893^  while  serving  as  Sheriff  of  Saline 
Co.  Mo.  He  was  md  on  Feb.  24,  I885,  to  Allie  Winning.  (Bk  2,  p  2^4).  The 
funeral  notice  (found  among  the  papers  of  Priscilla  Prances  (Priest)  Ayres, 
reads;  "Samuel  M.  Ayres  died  at  his  residence  in  Marshall,  Mo.,  Aug.  24, 
1893^  aged  35  years,  8  months  and  27  days."  He  is  buried  at  Ridge  Park 
Cemetery . 

In  the  History  of  Lafayette  and  Saline  Co’s  1893^  P  458,  is  the  follow¬ 
ing  item;  Samuel  M.  Ayres  elected  Sheriff  I89O.  He  was  born  near  Slater, 
Wov.  27,  1857*  Both  parents  were  natives  of  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.  He  married 
Allie  Winning,  dau^ter  of  Thomas  J.  Winning,  on  Feb.  24,  I896.  He  has  two 
children:  Lester  Lajeal  and  Wevora  M." 

Wevora  Ayres,  dau  of  Samuel  M.  and  Allie  (Winning)  Ayres,  md  Clyde  Al¬ 
len  and  lives  in  Webster  Groves,  Mo. 


LaJeale  Ayres,  died  infant.  Mrs. 
her  husband’s  death,  a  Mr.  Rogers. 


Samuel  M.  Ayres  married  again,  after 


223 


The  funeral  notice  following  was  also  found  in  the  papers  of  Mrs. 
Priscilla  Frances  (Priest)  Ayres:  "Mrs.  M.  J.  Ajrres  diei  at  the  home  of 
her  son,  Robert  M.  Ayres,  in  Gilliam,  Mo.,  Jan.  21,  I9OT,  aged  85  years, 

11  months,  29  days.  Buried  in  Cambridge  cemetery." 

7*  Frank  Leslie  Ayres,  son  of  Benjamin  F.  and  Martha  J.  (Wooldridge) 
Ayres,  was  b  i860  and  md  on  Oct.  I3,  1880  to  Lillie  B.  Winning,  sister  to 
Allie  Winning,  who  md  his  brother^  Samuel  M.  Ayres.  They  had  no  children. 
She  d  in  I927 •  He  filled  out  the  unexpired  term  as  Sheriff,  of  his  bro¬ 
ther,  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres.  The  mother  of  the  Misses  Winning  was  a  Miss 
Cruzen. 

Under  the  heading,  "Notables  of  Saline  Co",  one  of  the  Marshall  pa¬ 
pers  had  the  following  piece  concerning  F.  L.  A;^es:  "Among  those  who 
devote  a  lifetime  to  unraveling  the  problems  of  law  will  be  found  the 
pillars  of  State.  It  is,  therefore,  in  a  spirit  of  appreciation  that  we 
refer  to  F.  L.  Ayres,  Justice  of  the  Peace  in  Marshall.  He  belongs  to 
that  coterie  of  men  in  the  profession  who  represent  the  best  talents  in 
their  respective  fields.  In  him  we  find  a  man  of  sterling  qualities  — 
a  public  spirited  worker  for  the  commonwealth.  He  is  doing  all  in  his 
power  to  help  make  the  world  a  safer  and  better  place  to  live  in.  He 
believes  in  the  advancement  of  the  city,  state  and  nation,  and  he  admini¬ 
sters  his  services  to  each  one  and  all  alike,  in  that  spirit  of  sincerity 
that  makes  him  an  asset  in  Saline  Co.,  as  well  as  one  of  its  most  sub¬ 
stantial  citizens.  The  demands  of  Justice  Ayres*  office  are  great  and 
the  responsibility  of  filling  those  demands  are  not  by  any  means  a  sine- 
cirre.  Yet  so  well  has  he  mastered  the  duties  of  his  office  that  he  does 
somehow  or  other,  find  time  to  devote  to  those  civic  duties  and  aid  in 
those  movements  that  have  for  their  purpose  community  advancement." 

V.  Ann  Elizabeth  Ayres,  dau  of  Nancy  and  Matthias  Ayres,  (Nathan, 
Matthias),  was  b  in  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.  on  Nov.  22,  l822.  She  was  md  in 
Saline  Co.  Mo.,  July  h,  I837,  to  Fayette  Henry  Gilliam.  (See  Bible  re¬ 
cords  Ayres*  Bible,  Gilliam  Bible,  also  Mar.  Rec.  Saline  Co.  Mo.  Bk  A, 
p  132)  "Fayette  H.  Gilliam  to  Ann  Elizabeth  Ayres,  July  4,  I837,  by  G. 

W.  Bewley,  M,G."  She  d  near  Cambridge,  Mo.,  Sept.  I9,  I877  and  is  bur¬ 
ied  in  the  Gilliam  cemetery,  near  Gilliam,  Mo. 

Fayette  Henry  Gilliam  was  named  for  Lafayette  -  the  Marquis  de  Laf¬ 
ayette,  and  one  of  the  grand -daughters  said  that  Lafayette  was  a  friend 
of  William  Gilliam,  father  to  LaFayette  Henry  Gilliam.  Fayette  Henry 
Gilliam  was  a  son  to  William  and  Judith  (Woodson)  Gilliam,  and  was  b  in 
Prince  Edward  Co.  Va.,  March  30^  l8l4.  He  went  from  Virginia  to  Saline 
Co.  Mo.  in  1835*  He  was  brother  to  Isham  Richard  Gilliam  who  md  her 
sister,  Sarah  Matilda  Ayres. 

William  Gilliam,  his  father,  according  to  the  History  of  Saline  Co. 
Mo.,  served  in  the  Revolutionary  War.  We  quote  from  that  history  page 
423;  "Mr.  F.  H.  Gilliam  did  as  much,  if  not  more  than  any  other  man  for 
the  material  improvement  and  morals  of  the  section  of  the  country  in 
which  he  settled,  and  his  name  will  long  be  remembered  as  one  of  the 
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influential  and  representative  citizens  of  this  part  of  the  state.  He  is 
descended  from  one  of  the  old,  aristocractic  families  of  Virginia  and  is  a 
son  of  a  Revolutionaiy  soldier  who  served  during  the  seven  long  years  which 
were  required  to  secure  the  -unestimahle  blessing  of  free  government  for  the 
colonies.  Of  his  eight  children,  Mrs.  Parrish  is  the  fifth  in  order  of 
birth." 

In  the  family  graveyard  of  Matthias  and  Nancy  Gilliam  (Howell)  Ayres 
on  the  old  Ayres’  farm,  near  the  former  post  office  of  Ayres,  Northwest  of 
Slater,  Mo-,  we  find  an  inscription  on  one  of  the  tombstones  as  follows; 
"Virginia  P.  Gilliam,  b  Feb.  12,  l80T,  d  July  20,  l8ll."  This  land  was  not 
owned  in  l8ll  by  Matthias  Ayres .  He  bou^t  the  land,  as  previously  stated, 
in  1837^  from  his  son-in-law,  I.  R.  Gilliam.  Apparently  some  of  the  Gilliam 
family  came  to  Missouri  much  earlier  and  owned  this  land  as  early  as  I81I, 
and  Virginia  F.  Gilliam,  who  d  that  year,  was  probably  a  dau  of  William  and 
Judith  (Woodson)  Gilliam.  Taylor  Gilliam,  another  son  of  theirs,  lived  and 
died  near  the  town  of  Gilliam,  Mo.,  as  did  A.  W,  Gilliam,  father  of  Mrs. 
Georgia  Cook,  of  Slater,  Mo. 

Apparently  Judith  (Woodson)  Gilliam  did  not  come  to  Missouri  until  after 
l840,  for  the  census  of  l840  for  Prince  Edward  Co.  Va.  shows  Judith  Gilliam, 
James,  John  W.,  A.  Woodson,  C.  W,,  Alvin,  Clayton  and  Spencer  Gilliam.  Wil¬ 
liam  Gilliam  was  md  to  Judith  Woodson  in  1799*  (See  Wm.  and  Mary  Quar.  Vol. 
II,  p  l4-2.  Marriages  Prince  Edward  Co.  Va.  "William  Gilliam  and  Judith 
Woodson  married  Dec.  16,  1799 •"  We  have  no  information  concerning  the  ante¬ 
cedents  of  either  and  have  found  no  record  of  service  in  the  Revolution  for 
William  Gilliam.  Judith  (Woodson)  Gilliam  is  buried  in  the  Gilliam  family 
cemetery  near  Gilliam,  Mo.,  and  the  inscription  on  the  stone  reads;  Judith 
Gilliam  died  July  8,  l844,  aged  62  years." 

This  compiler  has  made  no  search  for  Gilliam  data.  The  notes  given 
here  found  and  copied  while  looking  for  Ayres’ data.  We  find  in  the  Year 
Book  of  the  Kentucky  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution,  which  lists  the  grants 
of  land  in  Kentucky  to  soldiers  in  the  Revolution  for  service  that  a  William 
Gilliam  received  200  acres  for  service  as  a  Private  in  the  Continental  Line 
for  the  duration  of  the  War,  Dec.  13,  1783* 

In  the  journal  and  ledger  of  Matthias  Ayres,  we  find  the  following 

item; 


Lafayette  Gilliam,  debtor  to  one  saddle  $  20.00 

To  one  negro  girl,  Martha,  5 00. 00 

$520.00 

Fayette  Gilliam  (called  Fee)  went  from  Virginia  to  Saline  Co.  Mo.  in 
1835 ^  as  will  be  seen  from  the  following  piece  copied  from  Saline  Co.  His¬ 
tory  p  61O;  "F.  H,  Gilliam,  post  office  Gilliam,  was  born  in  Prince  Edward 

Co.  Va.,  on  the  30th  day  of  March,  l8l4,  where  he  was  raised  and  educated. 
In  1835  be  moved  to  Saline  Co.  Mo.  On  July  4,  1837^  he  was  married  to  Miss 
Ann  E.  Ayres,  dau^ter  of  Matthias  and  Nancy  G.  Ayres,  of  Buckin^am  Co.  Va. 
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They  have  six  children^  two  sons  and  four  daughters,  and  many  grandchil¬ 
dren.  After  the  death  of  his  first  wife,  Mr.  Gilliam  was  married  to  Mrs. 
Mary  A.  Swinney,  on  March  15,  l88l. 

F.  H.  Gilliam  went  to  the  gold  fields  of  California  across  the  plains 
in  1850.  In  the  letters  of  Dr.  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres,  (Mr.  Gilliam’s  hro- 
in-law)  to  his  wife,  Priscilla  Frances  (Priest)  Ayres,  when  he  made  the 
trip  with  a  company  from  the  adjoining  County  of  Pettis,  he  says  in  a 
letter  dated  May  10,  I85O,  "Cheatham  and  Gilliam  are  ahead  of  us.  I  have 
seen  several  wagons  ahead  of  us  and  they  are  much  divided."  After  they 
reached  California,  Dr.  Ayres  wrote  from  Sacramento  City,  Sept.  25,  I85O, 
"Wat,  John,  Fayette  Gilliam  and  Mat  Cheatham  all  got  safely  here  and 
scattered  all  over  the  country.  They  are  all  well,  I  believe.  They  are 
all  going  to  the  mines  in  a  few  days  to  dig  gold." 

Mrs.  T.  W.  Lacy,  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  sent  me  copy  of  an  account  of 

F.  H,  Gilliam’s  trip  to  California,  as  told  hy  her  father,  and  copied  hy 

Mrs.  P.  H.  Franklin,  his  daughter.  He  was  around  90  years  of  age  when 

he  gave  his  dau^ter  this  account.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  98.  Mrs. 

Franklin  writes: 

Pa  came  to  Missouri  in  the  Fall  of  I835  and  settled  in  Saline  Co., 
in  old  "Jefferson",  which  was  laid  out  for  the  county  seat.  He  came  all 
the  way  from  Prince  Edward  Co.  Va.,  from  the  South  side  of  Appomattox 
River,  near  Walker’s  church,  in  his  peddler’s  cart,  with  his  brother  Dick. 
(Richard  Isham  Gilliam). 

They  were  the  first  of  the  Gilliam  family  to  come  West.  When  Pa 
reached  his  destination,  he  found  the  license  for  peddling  so  hi^  he  went 
to  work  to  build  a  store,  which  he  finished  in  I836.  He  and  William  Mc¬ 
Mahan  sawed  the  logs  with  a  whip-saw,  and  Laban  Garrett  undertook  to  fin¬ 
ish  the  house.  Mr.  Lankford,  (father  of  George  Lankford,  of  Marshall,  Mo., 
did  the  carpenter  work.  In  this  house  he  kept  all  kinds  of  merchandise. 
This  house  still  stands  in  old  Cambridge,  1904.) 

In  1837  he  was  married  to  Ann  E.  Ayres  (also  a  Virginian)  by  W.  T. 
Bewley,  the  first  Methodist  preacher  who  ever  crossed  the  plains.  In 
1838  Pa  sold  out  his  general  store  and  bou^t  80  acres  of  land  in  the 
brush,  with  a  log  cabin  on  it,  I6  ft.  square.  He  farmed  there  a  while, 
but  had  to  sell  it  to  get  out  of  debt . 

Two  good  friends,  Mr.  Land  and  Mr.  Smith,  heard  of  a  small  piece  of 
land  with  a  good  house  on  it,  that  had  to  be  sold.  He  got  the  money 
($500.00),  from  the  two  friends  and  bought  it.  He  lived  there  many  years 
and  all  the  children  were  born  there,  except  Arabella,  the  yotmgest,  who 
died  in  infancy. 

While  living  there  Pa  bought  a  saw  mill  and  it  had  an  inclined  40 
ft.  wheel,  inclined.  Mr.  Lewis  Duggins  built  it. 
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Pa  never  missed  voting  in  his  township.  In  I85O  he  went  across  the 
plains  with  Lewis  Duggins  in  California.  Started  in  April;,  was  out-fitted 
at  old  Westport  hy  Henry  Chick,  and  reached  California  in  August.  While 
there  he  fell  in  with  Capt.  Ludlow  Chamlers,  the  son  of  the  first  clerk  of 
Saline  Co.  He  went  in  partnership  with  him  and  hou^t  a  mule  team;  went  up 
to  Sacramento  and  hou^t  supplies  and  went  up  to  70  miles  west  into  the 
mountains,  and  fixed  up  a  store.  Mined  in  the  day  and  sold  supplies  at 
night,  at  Hangtown,  California.  Pa  was  doing  well  when  he  got  a  letter  from 
home,  so  he  sold  out  to  his  partner  and  started  heme.  (iV^y  gold  is  at  home.) 

Feh.  2,  1851,  he  started  from  San  Francisco  on  a  sailing  vessel.  He 
gave  them  $50.00  to  land  him  at  Panama.  Was  out  of  sight  of  land  7^  days. 

Proa  Panama  he  waded  across  the  Isthmus  to  the  sea  and  took  a  steamer  to 
St.  Louis,  then  to  Camhridge,  where  he  arrived.  May  2,  185I."  Mrs.  Lacy 
adds  to  this  that  "Aunt  Sis  (Mrs.  Franklin)  was  horn  while  he  was  away. 

Mrs.  Franklin ^s  account  continues.  He  had  stopped  in  St.  Louis  and  bought 
a  carding  machine,  paying  $75‘00;.for  it." 

Ann  Elizabeth  (Ayres)  Gilliam  died  on  Sept.  19^  1877^  and  on  Mar.  15, 
1881,  F.  H.  Gilliam  md  Mrs.  Mary  A.  Swinney,  widow  of  James  Swlnney,  whose 
maiden  name  was  Jones,  She  d  1905«<  She  was  b  I832  and  was  the  dau  of  Wm. 

B.  and  Mary  (Stith)  Jones  and  md  James  E.  Swinney  in  I85O.  He  d  I868.  They 
had  eight  children.  Her  dau^ter,  Catherine  Swinney  md  Benjamin  Hardin  Cheat¬ 
ham,  son  of  Madison  and  Martha  Judith  Leake  (Ayres)  Cheatham.  Mary  A.  (Jones) 
Swinney  Gilliam *s  sister  was  the  2nd  wf  William  Taylor  Goode,  of  Slater, 
whose  first  wf  was  a  sister  of  Fayette  H.  Gilliam.  Mary  A,  Gilliam  was  an 
aunt  of  Cornelia  Moorman,  who  md  Madison  Leroy  Gilliam,  and  of  Mary  Moorman, 
who  md  Wm.  M.  Gilliam,  both  of  them  sons  of  Fayette  H.  and  Ann  Elizabeth 
(Ayres)  Gilliam. 

Fayette  H  Gilliam  died  in  Marshall,  Mo.,  at  the  home  of  his  dau,  Mrs. 
Virginia  Young,  on  April  3-  1912,  aged  98.  One  brother,  Thom  Ed  Gilliam,  of 
Denver,  was  the  only  one  of  the  family  of  William  and  Judith  (Woodson)  Gil¬ 
liam,  who'  survived  him. 

Mrs.  Miranda  Elizabeth  (Priest)  Grinstead,  sister  of  Mrs.  Priscilla 
Frances  (Priest)  Ayres,  told  the  compiler  of  visiting  in  the  Gilliam  home 
when  she  was  a  youn^  lady.  When  she  visited  there  with  her  sister,  Mrs. 

Samuel  M.  Ayres,  she  was  a  young  lady  of  18  or  20.  She  especially  remem¬ 
bered  the  beautiful  wood-work  in  the  house  of  "Uncle  Pee"  Gilliam,  which 
was  all  in  walnut,  every  room  being  paneled  with  the  walnut.  The  house  of 
wb-ich  she  spoke  was  burned.  In  a  letter  dated  July  15^  1872,  from  Matthias 
L.  Ayres,  uncle  of  the  compiler,  to  his  mother,  Mrs.  S.  M.  Ayres,  who  was 
visiting  in  St.  Louis,  he  says;  "I  heard  from  Mrs.  Protsman  about  the  time 
of  the  church  dedication  that  Uncle  Pee  had  his  home  with  all  the  furniture 
burned.  Supposed  to  be  the  work  of  an  incendiary.  I  suppose  it  was  all 
insured,  as  it  was  not  the  first  one  he  has  had  destroyed  in  that  way." 

The  old  home  of  F.  H.  Gilliam  is  occupied  now  by  his  grandson,  A.  L. 
Gilliam.  The  writer  visited  the  place  in  1938  and  was  told  that  the  house 
then  standing  was  built  on  the  original  foundation.  The  wood-work  was 
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different  in  each  room.  Presimiably  this  house  was  erected  aro-und  1872 
and  the  first  house  was  the  one  visited  hy  Mrs.  Grlnstead  in  185O. 

Mrs.  Virginia  (Gilliam)  Young  wrote  this  compiler  that  her  mother, 
Ann  Elizabeth  Ayres,  boarded  with  Judith  (Woodson)  Gilliam,  mother  of 
Fayette  H.  Gilliam.  As  before  stated,  we  are  inclined  to  believe  that 
Ann  E.  Ayres'  mother,  Nancy  Gilliam  (Howell)  Ayres,  was  related  in  some 
way  to  the  Gilliams,  though  we  do  not  know  the  connection,  or  even  if 
there  was  one . 

The  children  of  Fayette  Henry  and  Ann  Elizabeth  (Ayres)  Gilliam 
were  as  follows: 


1. 

William  Matthias  Gilliam 

6. 

Marcella  Ann  Gilliam 

2. 

Virginia  Frances  Gilliam 

T. 

Lientelius  R.  Gilliam 

3. 

Leroy  Madison  Gilliam 

8. 

Mary  Eva  Gilliam 

k. 

Arabella  B.  Gilliam 

9. 

Luther  Olin  Gilliam 

5. 

Laura  Elizabeth  Gilliam 

10. 

(Baby)  Gilliam. 

1.  William  Matthias  Gilliam,  evidently  named  for  his  two  grandfat¬ 
hers,  sons  of  Fayette  Henry  and  Elizabeth  Ann  (Ayres)  Gilliam,  was  b  in 
Saline  Co.,  Mo.,  Oct.  6,  I838  and  d  on  his  farm  near  Rockport,  Mo.,  in 
Atchison  Co.  on  Feb.  21,  1908.  He  was  md  on  Jan.  16,  I868,  to  Mary  M. 
Moorman  (balled  Molly),  dau  of  Thomas  Stith  and  Catherine  (Stith)  Jones 
Moorman.  Thomas  S.  Moorman  was  b  in  Hardin  Co.  Ky.,  May  27,  I817,  and 
was  the  son  of  Jesse  P.  Moorman  and  Martha  Stith.  Jesse  P.  Moorman  was 
b  Aprl  1,  1792,  and  md  June  16,  I816  to  Martha  Stith,  who  was  b  Mar.  10, 
1798*  Catherine  Stith  Jones,  wife  of  Thomas  Stith  Moorman,  was  b  in 
Breckenridge  Co.  Ky.,  Dec.  I8,  1839*  Mary  Moorman,  who  md  William  M. 
Gilliam,  and  Cornelia  Moorman,  who  md  his  brother,  L.  M.  Gilliam,  were 
sisters  and  nieces  of  Mary  E.  (Jones)  Swlnney  Gilliam,  2nd  wf  of  Fay¬ 
ette  H.  Gilliam,  who  was  the  father  of  these  Gilliam  brothers.  William 
M.  and  Mary  J.  (Moorman)  Gilliam  had  three  children  as  follows: 

1.  Della  Gilliam  md  Otis  Marshall  Henderson  in  I89O.  She  md 
second,  D.  C.  Howell,  and  lived  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  She  had  two  children 
by  her  first  husband,  Earl  Henderson  and  Leta  Henderson.  Mrs.  Della 
(Gilliam)  Henderson  d  June  I9A1. 

2.  Mabyn  Gilliam,  unm.  Lived  at  Rockport,  Mo. 

3.  Alvan  Gilliam  md  Lou  Elliott.  They  had  three  children,  1.  Wil¬ 
liam  Gilliam;  w.  Richard  Gilliam;  Mary  Lou  Gilliam. 

2.  Virginia  Frances  Gilliam,  dau  of  Fayette  Henry  and  Ann  Elizabeth 
(Ayres)  Gilliam,  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  on  Oct.  22,  l840.  She  was  md 
on  Oct.  5^  1862,  at  5  P.M.  to  George  Young.  George  Young  was  born  and 
reared  in  Maryland  within  forty  miles  of  Washington,  D.  C.  The  date  of 
his  birth  was  Dec.  22,  I833  and  he  was  the  son  of  Henry  and  Margaret 
(Chiswell)  Young,  both  natives  of  Maryland.  Henry  Yoving  d  in  I858,  and 
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Margaret  (Chiqwell)  Young  in  1865-  George  Young  went  to  Saline  Co.  Mo.  in 
185^.  He  served  with  the  Confederate  Army  under  Gen.  Price,  and  d  Mar  16 


1918.  Mrs.  Young  d  Apr.  20,  I929. 
Young  had  the  following  children: 


1. 

Henry  Claude  Young 

2. 

George  Maurice  Young 

3. 

Celcus  C.  Young 

4. 

Cora  Ann  Young 

5. 

Melvin  Meredith  Young 

1. 

Henry  Claude  Young,  son  of 

was  b  in 

Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  Nov.  21, 

Stanp,rd . 

They  had  three  children; 

George  and  Virginia  Frances  (Gilliam) 

6.  Lura  Edna  Young 
7-  Fayette  Gilliam  Young 

8.  Mary  Eva  Young 

9.  Phy lander  Highland  Young 

10.  Virginia  Frances  Young. 

George  and  Virginia  F.  (Gilliam)  Young, 
1863  and  d  Sept.  1,  I905.  He  md  Willie 


1.  Nadine  Young  md  John  Irvine.  They  have  four  children,  1.  Jack 
Irvine;  2.  William  Irvin;  3-  George  Irvine;  4.  Jane  Irvine. 


2.  Virginia  Young  md  Chas.  Dolde.  Two  children,  1.  Dorothy  Dolde, 
Charles  Dolde,  Jr. 


3.  Henry  C.  Young,  Jr.  md  Miss  Durrett.  He  was,  in  193^,  the  Treasur¬ 
er  of  Saline  Co.  They  have  one  child. 


2.  George  Maurice  Young,  son  of  George  and  Virginia  F.  (Gilliam) 

Young,  was  b  in  Saline  Co,  Mo.  Sept.  10,  l864.  He  md  Emma  Gaines,  who  was 
b  June  12,  18T2.  They  have  the  following  children: 

1.  Don  Gaines  Young,  b  Jvily  25,  1894,  md  Anna  Durrett,  who  was 
b  Apr.  21,  1893-  They  have  three  dau^ters,  Willie  Gaines  Young,  b  Sept. 

5,  1915^  Woodrow  Wilson,  and  they  have  one  child,  Don  Edward  Wilson.  Mary 
Mildred  Young,  b  Aug.  12,  1924;  Nancy  Ann  Young,  b  June  12,  1934. 

2.  Melvin  Young,  son  of  George  M.  and  Emma.  (Gaines)  Young  md 
Katherine  Homer.  They  had,  in  1938,  one  child. 

3.  Phil  Franklin  Young,  son  of  George  M.  and  Emma  (Gaines)  Young 
md  Loraine  West.  They  had  in  1938  three  sons. 


4.  Maurice  Young,  son  of  George  M.  and  Emma  (Gaines)  Young,  md 
JJiriam  Fulkerson.  In  1938  they  had  one  child. 

3.  Gelcus  Young,  son  of  George  and  Virginia  F.  (Gilliam)  Young,  was 
b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  Oct.  24,  I888,  near  Slater.  He  md  Edna  Alice  Crow  on 
Mar.  15,  1914,  at  Valentine,  Nebr.  She  was  b  July  19^  I892,  near  Merriman, 
Cherry  Co.  Nebr.  She  is  a  sister  to  Stella  M.  Crow  who  md  Phy lander  High¬ 
land  Young,  bro  of  Celcus  C.  Young.  Celcus  -and  Edna  (Crow)  Young  had  no 
children.  In  1919  Mrs.  Virginia  (Gilliam)  Young  wrote:  "Celcus’  wife  is  a 
jewel.  She  takes  all  the  responsibility  of  housekeeping  off  of  me." 
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4.  Cora  Ann  Yo\mg,  dan  of  George  and  Virginia  F.  (Gilliam)  Young 
■was  b  Aug.  19,  1868^  near  Slater^  Saline  Co.  Mo.  She  md  Young  N.  Edwards 
on  May  I5,  I889,  at  Slater,  Mo.  He  was  h  Sept.  26,  I865,  near  Gallatin, 
Tenn.  They  have  two  children: 

1.  Douglas  Young  Edwards,  h  Jan.  11,  I89I,  Slater,  Mo.  He  md  on 
Sept.  26,  1923,  Moherly,  Mo.,  Marie  Conner,  who  was  h  Oct.  I9,  I897,  at 
Brunswick,  Mo. 

2.  A.shton  Nicholas  Edwards,  h  Sept.  6,  I893,  Marshall,  Mo.,  md  on 

Dec.  17^  I92I;  Margaret  Elliott,  who  was  h  Nov.  l4,  1892.  They  were  md 
at  Keytesville,  Mo.  and  have  had  three  children:  1,  A  son,  h  Dec.  5, 
1922;  2.  Harold  Ashton  Edwards,  h  Feh.  21,  1924.  3.  Ann  Elizabeth 

Edwards,  b  Sept.  20,  I925.  All  three  of  these  children  were  b  in  or 
near  Keytesville,  Mo.  and  the  oldest  child  died  Dec.  9,  1922. 

5.  Melvin  Meredith  Young,  son  of  George  F.  and  Virginia  F.  (Gil¬ 
liam)  Young  was  b  June  20  ,  I87I  and  d  Aug.  I3,  1898.  He  md  Ida  Amen- 
trout.  They  had  one  child,  George  Cornelius  Young,  b  Jan.  22,  I893, 

md  in  June  I919,  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  to  Sylvia  Smith.  He  lives  at  Wood- 
lake,  Nebr. 

6.  Lura  Edna  Young,  dau  of  George  and  Virginia  F.  (Gilliam)  Young 
was  b  May  5,  1873  and  d  Oct.  24,  1888. 

7-  Fayette  Gilliam  Young,  son  of  George  and  Virginia  F.  (Gilliam) 
Young  was  b  June  17^  1875  and  md  Mabel  Clara  Fisher  on  Oct.  7,  I902  at 
her  home  near  Miami,  Mo.  She  was  b  near  Miami,  May  I3,  I878,  and  is  a 
sister  to  William  Frank  Fisher,  who  md  Emma  B,  Ayres,  dau  of  William  Al¬ 
fred  Ayres. 

8.  Mary  Eva  Young,  dau  of  George  and  Virginia  F.  (Gilliam)  Young, 
was  b  Jan  17,  1878.  She  was  md  in  Marshall,  Mo.  on  Sept.  I8.  I9OO  to 
Dr.  Ciu-tis  Aurelius  Wherry.  He  was  b  Dec.  18,  I872,  Lawrence,  Kans . 
and  d  on  May  23,  I936.  They  made  their  home  in  Los  Angeles.  Dr.  C.  A. 
and  Mary  Eva  (Young)  Wherry  had  six  children,  as  follows: 

1.  Virginia  Frances  Wherry,  b  in  Ogden,  Utah,  Dec.  9,  I9OI,  md 
July  21,  1921.  Harold  Edwin  Preece.  He  was  b  Oct.  28,  1895,  in  Jack- 
son,  Mich.  Their  children  are:  1.  Jack  Wherry  Preece^  b  Apr.  29, 

1922,  Gallup,  N,  M.;  2.  Harold  Edwin  Preece,  Jr.,  b  Oct.  10,  1923,  Oc- 

land.  Cal. 

2.  Curtis  Aurelius  Wherry,  Jr.,  was  b  in  Ogden,  Utah,  Jan.  9,  1904. 
He  md  in  Berkeley,  California  on  Nov.  5,  I927,  Mary  Richmond.  She  was 

b  Nov.  10,  1905^  at  Black  Diamond,  Wash.  They  have  two  children:  1. 

Curtis  Richmond  Wherry,  b  July  8,  I93O;  2.  Marilyi Wherry,  b  May  9,  1935. 

3.  George  Young  Wherry,  was  b  in  Ogden,  Utah,  I906  and  d  I908. 
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4.  Jackson  Emerson  Wherry^  was  "b  Jan.  30^  1909  Salt  Lake  City.  He 
md.  in  Modesta^  California  on  Aug.  14,  193^^  Virginia  Jane  Rambaud.  She  was 
b  Apr.  3)  1909;  in  Oklahoma  City. 

5*  Cora  Ann  Wherry^  was  born  1914  abd  died  1915* 

6.  Mary  Arline  Wherry  was  b  Mary  7;  19 IT;  Salt  Lake  City. 

9.  Ehylander  Hi^land  Youngs  son  of  George  and  Virginia  F.  (Gilliam) 

Young  was  b  July  4^  l880^  near  Slater Mo.  He  was  md  on  Oct.  15;  1905;  at 
Merriman,  Nebr.  to  Stella  M.  Crow^  who  was  b  in  Claremont^  Minn.^  Sept.  3; 
1885.  She  is  a  sister  to  Edna  Crow,  who  md  his  brother,  Celcus  C.  Young. 

P.  H.  and  Stella  (Crow)  Young  had  the  following  childrens 

1.  Virginia  Katherine  Young,  b  Aug.  3;  1906,  near  Simeon,  Nebr.  md 

there  on  Sept.  23,  1931;  to  Gale  Alvin  Moon,  who  was  b  Feb.  26,  I906,  at 

Dallas ,  Iowa . 

2.  Lura  Edna  Young,  dau  of  Phylander  H.  and  Stella  (Crow)  Young,  was 

b  near  Simeon,  Nebr.,  Dec.  2,  I9OT;  md  there  on  June  T;  1931;  Francis  Marion 
Reece.  He  was  b  June  18,  1903;  at  Valentine,  Nebr.  They  have  a  dau.,  Edna 
Alice  Reece,  b  Apr.  29,  1932,  Valentine,  Nebr. 

3.  Stella  Gilliam  Young  was  b  near  Simeon,  Nebr.,  Sept.  2,  I909. 

4.  Corlnne  Young  was  b  near  Simeon,  Neb.,  May  6,  I9II;  and  d  Jan.  5; 

1918. 

5«  Nadine  Young  was  b  at  Valentine,  Nebr.,  Mar.  15,  1918. 

6.  Georgia  Young  was  b  at  Valentine,  Nebr,  Dec.  25,  1920. 

7-  Phylander  Highland  Young,  Jr.,  was  b  at  Valentine,  Nebr.,  March 

l4,  1926. 

Virginia  Franoes  Young,  dau  of  George  and  Virginia  F.  (Gilliam)  Young, 

was  b  Sept.  21,  1882.  She  md  A.  D.  Martin,  and  lives  in  Cleveland,  Ohio. 

They  have  four  daughters:  1.  Frances  Martin  md  Wim.  M.  Cocke,  of  Denver,  on 
Sept.  28,  1936;  2.  Kathryn  Martin;  3*  Leslie  Martin;  4.  Jane  Martin. 

3*  Leroy  Madison  Gilliam,  son  of  Fayette  Henry  and  Ann  Elizabeth  (Ay¬ 
res)  Gilliam,  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  April  3;  1842.  He  fought  with  the 
Confederacy  during  the  War  between  the  States.  He  was  md  on  May  26,  l864, 
at  3  P.M,,  to  Cornelia  Augusta  Moorman,  who  was  b  Dec.  11,  l84l..  She  was 
the  dau  of  Thomas  Stith  Moorman  and  Catherine  Stith  (Jones)  Moorman.  Thomas 
Stith  Moorman  was  b  in  Hardin  Co.  Ky.,  May  27,  l8l7;  and  Catherine  Stith  Jones 

was  b  in  Breckenrldge  Co.  Ky.  on  Dec.  I8,  1839*  She  was  a  sister  of  Mary  A. 

(Jones)  Swinney  Gilliam,  second  wife  of  Fayette  H.  Gilliam. 

Thomas  Stith  Mooiman  was  a  son  of  Jesse  P.  Moorman,  b  April  1,  1792, 
and  Martha  Stith,  b  Mar.  10,  179^;  "who  were  md  June  I6,  I816. 
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Cornelia  (Moorman)  Gilliam^  first  wife  of  L.  M.  Gilliam,  and  Mary 
J.  (Molly)  Moorman  Gilliam,  wife  of  Wm.  M.  Gilliam,  his  "brother,  were 
sisters  and  nieces  of  Mary  (Jones)  Swinney  Gilliam.  There  were  three  of 
these  Jones  sisters,  dan^ters  of  Wm.  B.  and  Mary  (Stith)  Jones:  Cath¬ 
erine  Stith  Jones,  h  I839,  md  Thomas  Stith  Moorman;  Mary  A.  Jones,  h 
1832,  md  first  James  E.  Swinney  in  May  185O.  He  was  h  Campbell  Co.  Va. 
1818  and  was  the  son  of  Thomas  Swinney.  He  d  1868.  She  md  2nd  Fayette 
Henry  Gilliam.  She  d  I905 .  She  and  James  Swinney  had  eight  children. 

Her  dau,  Catherine  Swinney,  md  Benjamin  Hardin  Cheatham.  Another  one  of 
the  Jones  sisters,  daus  of  Mary  Stith  and  Wm.  B.  Jones,  was  the  2nd  wife 
of  Wm.  B.  Goode,  of  Slater,  Mo.,  whose  first  wife  was  Judith  Ann  Gilliam, 
sister  of  F.  H*  Gilliam.  Mr.  Goodens  third  wife,  was  a  Mrs.  Woodson, 
also  a  sister  of  F,  H»  Gilliam.  Cornelia  Moorman  Gilliam’s  parents  lived 
in  Nodaway  Co.  Mo.  Jesse  P.  and  Martha  ( Stith)  Moorman  had  eight  chil¬ 
dren. 


Leroy  Madison  and  Cornelia  (Moorman)  Gilliam  had  five  children, 
whose  names  are  as  follows: 

1.  Cassie  A.  Gilliam  4.  Bernice  M.  Gilliam 

2.  Lizzie  May  Gilliam  5«  Augustus  Leroy  Gilliam 

3 .  Fayette  Henry  Gilliam 

1.  Cassie  A.  Gilliam,  dau  of  Leroy  Madison  and  Cornelia  (Mooiman) 
Gilliam,  was  b  Mar.  11,  I865,  in  Nodaway  Co.  Mo.  She  md  J,  E.  Squires, 
brother  to  R.  L.  Squires,  who  md  her  sister,  Lizzie  May  Gilliam.  They 
had  six  children,  as  follows:  1.  Eugenia  Squires,  md  J.  C.  Dodge;  2. 
Ruth  Lee  Squires,  md  Elmer  Pine;  3*  John  Squihes;  4.  Robert  L.  Sq-ui- 

res,  md  Helen  _ ;  5.  Gilliam  Squires  md  Miss  Groves,  of  Santa 

Clara,  California.  He  is  a  dancer;  6.  Duncan  Squires.  All  of  these 
make  their  home  in  Redwood  City,  California. 

2.  Lizzie  May  Gilliam,  dau  of  Leroy  Madison  and  Cornelia  (Moor¬ 

man)  Gilliam,  was  b  May  10,  I869,  in  Nodaway  Co.  Mo.  She  md  first  R.  L. 
Squires.  They  had  five  children  as  follows:  Dubois  Squires,  md  Mr. 
Brown;  2.  Lee  Squires;  3*  Katherine  Squires  md  Mr.  Potts;  4.  Fannie 
Squires,  md _ ;  5.  Jackie  Squires. 

3.  Fayette  Henry  Gilliam,  son  of  Leroy  Madison  and  Cornelia  (Moor¬ 
man)  Gilliam,  was  b  Aug.  3^  Nodaway- Co.  Mo.,  and  d  Nov.  21,  1886. 

4.  Bernice  Gilliam,  dau  of  Leroy  Madison  and  Cornelia  (Moomnan) 
Gilliam,  was  b  Sept.  26,  1873 ^  Nodaway  Co.  Mo.,  and  md  W.  F.  Marshall, 
of  Tarklo,  Mo.  They  had  one  child,  Ralph,,  who  d  young. 

5.  Augustus  Leroy  Gilliam,  son  of  Leroy  Madison  and  Cornelia 
(Moorman)  Gilliam,  was  b  in  Atchison  Co.  Mo.,  Apr.  25,  1880.  He  md  in 
Shelby  Co.  Mo.,  on  July  I8,  I9OO,  Edith  Dameron,  dau  of  Rev.  R.  M.  Dam- 
eron.  She  was  b  in  Chariton  Co.  Mo.,  June  25,  188I.  They  had  the  fol¬ 
lowing  children: 
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1.  Lura  Gilliam,  b  May  13,  1902; 

2.  Lois  Gilliam,  md  Clayton  Ely.  LiYes  at  Burlington  Jet.,  Mo.; 

3-  Bernice  Gilliam  md  ¥.  A.  Conger,  lives  at  Mexico,  Mo.; 

4.  Edith  Gilliam,  b  Aug.  15^  1913;  lives  in  Red-wood  City,  California; 

5.  Ralph  Madison  Gilliam,  b  Oct.  2,  191^; 

6.  Mary  Jane  Gilliam; 

7.  Augustus  Leroy  Gilliam,  Jr.,  b  Jan.  4,  1917* 

Mr.  Am  L,  Gilliam  and  family  live  in  the  old  home  of  his  grandfather, 
Fayette  Henry  Gilliam,  near  Gilliam,  Mo.  Leroy  Madison  Gilliam  was  md  sec¬ 
ond  to  Mrs.  Mary  Winning,  widow  of  John  Moss  Winning. 

Arabella  B.  Gilliam,  dau  of  Fayette  Henry  and  Anri  E.  (Ayres)  Gil¬ 
liam,  was  b  March  9;  l844,  and  died  July  22,  l844. 

5.  Laura  Elizabeth  Gilliam,  dau  of  Fayette  Henry  and  Ann  E.  (Ayres) 
Gilliam,  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  Sept.  9;  1845  and  d  in  Marshall,  Mo.,  Aug. 
1937*  She  was  twin  to  Marcella  Ann  Gilliam.  She  was  md  on  Oct.  7;  I868,  in 
Saline  Co.  Mo.,  to  William  Ezekiel  Parrish,  who  was  b  in  Marion  Co.  Mo.,  near 
Edina,  on  Aug.  23,  1842  and  d  in  Marshall,  Mo.,  Oct.  4,  I908.  The  Parrishes 
lived  for  a  time  in  a  house  which  Mr.  Parrish  buij-t  on  a  farm  two  and  one- 
half  miles  east  of  Miami,  and  six  of  their  children  were  born  there .  Their 
oldest  child,  Eva  Pearl  Parrish,  was  b  on  a  place  known  as  the  Ross  farm. 

In  later  years,  the  Parrish  family  moved  to  Marshall,  Mo.,  where  their 
home  was  on  East  Westwood  Ave. 

William  E.  and  Laura  Elizabeth  (Gilliam)  Parrish  had  nine  children  as 
follows : 

1.  Eva  Pearl  Parrish 

2.  Hester  Parrish 

3 .  Willie  Parrish 

4.  Annie  Laurie  Parrish 

5.  William  Judson  Parrish 

1.  Eva  Pearl  Parrish,  dau  of  Wm.  E.  and  Laura  Elizabeth  ( Gilliam) 
Parrish,  was  b  near  Miami,  Mo.,  on  Aug.  9;  I869.  She  was  md  on  Feb.  28, 

1906,  in  Marshall,  Mo.,  to  Sherman  Purdy  Houston,  of  Malta  Bend,  Mo.  He 
was  b  near  Russellville,  Ills.,  Mar,  24,  I865,  and  went  to  Malta  Bend  in 
1868.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Houston  made  their  home  in  his  lifetime  on  a  farm  near 
Malta  Bend  known  as  Hillcrest  Farm.  The  canpiler  visited  them  in  1936.  In 
the  Sedalla,  Mo.  Democrat'  of  Feb.  I9,  1940,  is  the  following  piece,  copied 
from  Marshall  Democrat  Hews;  "Sherman  Houston,  73;  live-stock  raiser,  bank¬ 
er  and  farmer,  Missouri  Republican  leader,  died  yesterday  at  his  Malta  Bend 
home.  He  was  an  agricultural  representative  on  the  ad-vlsbry '  committee  df 
the  World  War  I  Food  Administration;  for  two  years  was  President  of  the 
Missouri  Live  Stock  Assn.,  and  reportedly  considered  by  President  Herbert 
Hoover  for  appointment  as  Secretary  of  Agriculture.  Houston  ran  for  Con¬ 
gress  in  1916,  but  was  defeated.  Mr.  Houston  was  an  uncle  of  Mrs.  Mal¬ 
colm  Scott,  wife  of  the  Judge  of  the  Western  District  of  the  Pettis  Co. 


6.  Yirglnla  Pet  Parrish 

7.  Martha  Mildred  Parrish 

8.  George  Hawkins  Parrish 

9.  Gilliam  Young  Parrish 
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Court."  Mr.  Houston  told  this  writer  that  he  had  been  offered  the  post 
of  Secretary  of  Agriculture,  and  had  declined. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Sherman  Houston  had  four  children,  none  of  whom  lived 
to  maturity.  Their  first  child,  a  son,  b  Dec.  26,  I906,  died  Dec.  28, 
1906,  unamed.  The  second  child,  Mary  Ellen  Houston,  also  d  an  infant; 
Martha  Virginia  Houston  was  b  Apr.  I3,  I9II  and  d  Oct.  6,  1912;  Florence 
Madeline  Houston  was  b  Mar.  10,  1913^  and  d  March  29,  I926.  Mrs.  Hous¬ 
ton  made  her  home  in  Marshall  after  the  death  of  her  husband. 

2.  Hester  Parrish,  dau  of  William  E.  and  Laura  Elizabeth  (Gilliam) 
Parrish,  was  b  near  Miami,  Mo.,  Mar.  9^  I87I.  She  md  Charles  W.  Lacy, 
brother  to  Thomas  W.  Lacy,  who  md  her  sister,  Annie  Laurie  Parrish. 

Their  children  were;  1.  Elizabeth  Ann  Lacy,  b  June  21,  I896;  2.  Chas. 

Parrish  Lacy;  he  md  Dora  DeWeese  of  Oklahoma  City,  on  May  I5,  193^*  They 
make  their  home  in  Detroit.  Mrs.  Hester  (Parrish)  Lacy  makes  her  home  in 
Marshall,  Mo.  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Sherman  P.  Houston. 

3-  Willie  Parrish,  dau  of  William  E.  and  Laura  Elizabeth  (Gilliam) 
Parrish,  was  b  near  Miami,  Mo.,  May  1873*  She  md  on  Jan.  10,  1893^ 
Frank  L.  Brown,  who  was  b  Mar.  I5,  1871;.  and  died  in  Deconess  Hospital, 

St.  Louis,  Mo.,  June  21,  1913*  Frank. L.  Brown  was  the  son  of  Robert  L. 
Brown,  who  md  in  I868,  at  the  age  of  27,  Anne  M.  Tucker,  b  Madison  Co. 

Va.,  l844.  She  was  the  dau  of  Thcmipson  and  Emily  (Hume)  Tucker,  both 
natives  of  Virginia,  and  early  pioneers  frcan  that  state  to  Missouri. 
Robert  L.  Brown  was  the  son  of  William  and  Lucy  A.  (Guthrey)  Brown,  na¬ 
tives  of  Virginia,  to  Missouri  in  an  early  day.  William  Brown  was  a 
son  of  William,  whose  antecedents  came  to  America  and  settled  in  Virgin¬ 
ia  in  Colonial  times.  William  Brown,  Sr.,  according  to  the  history  of 
Saline  Co .  Mo . ,  served  in  the  War  of  the  Revolution .  The  1st  wife  of 
William  Brown,  Jr.,  was  Jane  C.  Palmore.  (See  mar.  Bonds,  Cumberland 
Co.  Va.,  DAR  Mag.  65: 40.)  "William  Brown,  Jr.  and  Jane  C.  Palmore,  Feb. 

7,  l8l4.  Sec.  Jos.  Brown).  In  marriage  records  Bk  A,  Saline  Co.  Mo., 
we  find  the  marriage  record  of  William  to  Lucy  Ann  Guthrey,  Feb.  I8, 

1836,  by  Henry  J.  Weedon.  Descendants  say  that  Lucy  Ann  Guthrey  was  the 
widow  of  William  Guthrey  and  his  wf ,  whose  maiden  name  was  Palmore,  and 
she  is  supposed  to  have  been  a  niece  of  the  first  wife  of  William  Brown, 
Jane  Colwell  Palmore.  Jance  C.  Palmore  was  a  dau  of  James  Palmore. 

Guthrie -Guthrey  notes  may  be  found  in  this  manuscript. 

These  Guthreys  of  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  went  there  from  Buckingham  Co.  Va., 
and  were  connected  with  the  Ayres'  family.  There  was  a  John  Guthrey  of 
Buckln^am  Co.,  who  md  Elizabeth  Jane  Palmore  about  I808.  He  md  later, 
a  Mary  Ayres,  then  her  cousin,  another  Miss  Ayres.  These  Guthrey-Ayres ' 
descendants  think  that  their  ancestor,  John  Guthrey,  had  three  Ayres' 
wives,  but  they  do  not  have  the  record  clear. 

The  children  of  Frank  L.  and  Willie  (Parrish)  Brown  are  as  follows: 

1.  Katherine  Lel^  Brown,  b  Apr.  28,  1895;  md  on  Jan.  25,  1919; 
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Gilder  Stanslmy  Horne;  ■who  is  also  an  Ayres  ^  descendant;  tut  so  far  as  the 
canpiler  knows ;  no  relation  to  the  Ayres*  family  of  Buckingham  Co.  Ya.; 
from  whom  his  wife  is  descended.  Gilder  Stanshury  Horne  is  the  son  of 
Leila  and  Richard  C.  Horne.  Mr.  Richard  C.  Horne  was  formerly  connected 
with  the  Kansas  City  Post;  hut  when  last  heard  from  made  his  home  in  Wash¬ 
ington;  D.  C,  Richard  C,  Home  was  the  son  of  Richard  Horne;  who  was  the 
son  of  Wiley  Home;  who  was  the  son  of  Nathan  Duncan  Home.  Delia  Stans¬ 
hury;  who  md  Richard  C.  Home;  was  the  dau  of  Emily  Ayres  and  Washington 
Stanshury.  Emily  Ayres  was  the  dau  of  Isaac  Ayres ;  of  ElktoU;  Ky.;  who  md 
a  Miss  KercheYal.  Isaac  Ayres  was  the  son  of  Samuel  Ayres ;  who  was  the  son 
of  Jediah  Ayres  and  Patience  Stuart.  This  is  the  Ayres*  family  from  whom  Dr. 
Brown  Ayres ;  former  President  of  the  University  of  Tennessee;  was  descended. 
The  writer  had  correspondence  with  him;  and  he  gave  her  this  line;  also  cor¬ 
respondence  with  Mr.  Richard  Horne;  of  Washington;  as  the  Horne  family  was 
connected  with  the  Harris  and  Priest  families;  from  which  the  compiler  is 
descended.  The  Horne  family  lived;  during  the  War  Between  the  States  on 
the  Priest  farm  (that  of  the  writer *s  great-grandfather);  in  Pettis  Co.  Mo.; 
the  Priest  family  having  gone  to  Kentucky  during  the  war;  as  the  sons  were 
all  in  the  Confederate  Army;  and  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Priest  were  too  old  to  manage 
the  place.  The  Ayres*  line  of  Dr.  Brown  Ayres  may  he  found  in  this  manu¬ 
script  . 

Gilder  Stanshury  and  Katherine  Leigh  (Brown)  Horne  have  three  children; 
as  follows: 

1.  Gilder  Stanshury  Horne;  Jr.;  h  Dec.  3^  1919 •  William  Parrish 

Horne;  h  June  27;  192A.  3»  Frank  Lei^  Horne;  h  June  1,  I926. 

2,  Yirglnia  Ann  Brown;  dau  of  Prank  L.  and  Willie  (Parrish)  Brown; 
was  h  Oct.  10;  1897  and  md  on  Dec.  1;  I916;  in  Kansas  City;  Mo.  to  Gaylord 
R.  Brooks.  They  have  two  children;  Gaylofd  Raymond  Brooks ;  Jr.;  h  in  St. 
Louis  on  Oct.  8;  1917^  and  Virginia  Leigh  Brooks ;  h  Apr.  16;  I918;  Tulsa; 
Okla. 


3.  Frances  Elizabeth  BrowU;  dau  of  Prank  L.  and  Willie  ( Parrish) 
Brown;  was  h  May  7,  I9OO.  She  md  Ben  Gallup  and  they  live  at  Trenton;  Mo. 
They  have  two  children;  Boh  and  Betty  Gallup. 

4.  Annie  Laurie  Parrish;  dau  of  William  E.  and  Laura  Elizabeth  (Gil¬ 
liam)  Parrish;  was  h  Dec.  5^  1875 »  She  was  md  in  Marshall;  Mo.;  on  April 

3;  I9OO;  to  Thomas  Warham  Lacy.  He  d  in  1939^  and  was  h  Dec.  5^  1875* 

Mrs.  Lacy  d  in  Kansas  City;  Mo.;  on  June  3^  19^5 ♦  Mr.  Lacy  was  a  hro  of 
Chas.  W.  Lacy;  who  md  her  sister;  Hester  Parrish.  Mrs.  Lacy  was  called 
'*Peach"  by  her  family  and  friends*  Mr.  and  Mrs.  T*  W»  Lacy  had  the  follow¬ 
ing  children; 

1.  Thomas  W.  Lacy;  Jr.;  h  Marshall;  Mo.;  Nov.  22;  I9OI;  md  Hemingway 

Minor  in  I923.  He  was  In  World  War  I  and  went  overseas  with  5th  Marines; 

hut  was  not  17  years  of  age  until  after  the  Armistice  was  signed.  He  md 
at  21;  and  makes  his  home  in  Kansas  City.  He  is  a  commercial  artist. 
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2.  Janies  Gordon  Lacy,  son  of  T»  W,  and  Annie  Laiirie  (Parrish)  Lacy, 
•was  h  A-ug.  l8,  1903 ^  md  in  193^^  Grace  Jones. 

3.  Josephine  Lacy,  dau  of  T.  ¥<,  and  "Peach"  (Parrish)  Lacy,  “was  h 
Sept.  18,  1904.  She  is  a  free  lance  artist. 

h.  George  Parrish  Lacy,  son  of  T.  ¥.  and  Annie  Laurie  (Parrish) 
Lacy,  ■was  h  Nov.  2,  I9IO.  He  md  Jane  B.  Taylor  in  1937*  They  have  ■two 
children;  1.  James  Taylor  Lacey;  2.  ¥illiam  Parrish  Lacy. 

5.  ¥illiam  Judson  Parrish,  son  of  ¥illiam  E.  and  Laura  Elizabeth 
(Gilliam)  Parrish,  was  b  March  22,  I878.  He  md  Lilian.  H.  Kinsel  in 
Ontario,  Cal.  on  Sept.  l4,  I902.  They  have  the  following  children; 

1.  Lilian  Kinsel  Parrish,  bom  Kansas  City,  Mo.; 

2.  ¥illiam  Judson  Parrish,  Jr.,  born  in  California,  md  on  Dec.  2, 
1933 ^  at  Dorset,  Vt.,  Mary  Matthews  de  Schweinits,  dau  of  Mrs.  Alan  de 
Schweinits. 

6.  Virginia  Pet  Parrish,  dau  of  ¥illiam  E.  and  Laura  Elizabeth 
(Gilliam)  Parrish,  was  b  Aug.  22,  188O..  She  is  unm  and  makes  her  heme 
in  California. 

7.  Martha  Mildred  Parrish,  dau  of  ¥illiam  E.  and  Laura  Elizabe^bh 
(Gilliam)  Parrish,  ■was  b  Oct.  26,  1882.  She  is  called  "Minnie"  by  her 
family  and  friends.  She  was  named  Martha  for  her  grandmother  Parrish. 

She  was  md  on  June  20,  1905^  to  Ed^ward  Herndon  Guitar.  He  ■was  b  at 
Columbia,  Mo.,  on  March  26,  I878.  They  have  the  following  children; 

1.  Harriett  Elizabeth  Guitar,  md  on  Sept.  l4,  1929^  Justin  Millard 
Roach.  She  was  b  Columbia,  Mo.,  May  20,  1909^  and  he  was  b  May  20,  1907^ 
Carthage,  Mo.  They  have  the  following  children;  1.  Justin  Millard 
Roach,  Jr.,  he  was  b  Omaha,  Nebr.,  May  l4,  1930j  2.  Virginia  Lee  Roach, 
b  Omaha,  Nebr.,  March  1,  1933 • 

2.  Virginia  Parrish  Guitar  was  b  in  Col^umbia,  Mo.,  March  22,  1912, 
md  on  Sept.  1,  1935 ^  Matthias  Little,  Jr. 

8.  George  Hawkins  Parrish,  son  of  ¥illiam  E.  and  La-ura  Elizabeth 
(Gilliam)  Parrish,  was  b  Dec.  28,  l884,  and  md  at  Leavenworth,  Kans. 

Harte  ( Irvine)  Barnett,  widow  of  Jim  Barnett.  She  was  b  the  same  day 
her  husband  was.  They  reside  in  Salt  Lake  City,  and  have  three  daus, 
all  b  in  Salt  Lake  City;  1.  Dorothy  Parrish,  md  D.  Jackman,  and  has 
one  child,  Corlnna;  2.  Marjory  Parrish,  md  Mr.  Smith.  They  have  two 
children,  a  dau  and  a  son,  George  Parris,  Jr.  3-  Betsy  Bob  Parrish  is 
also  married,  but  we  do  not  have  the  name  of  her  husband  or  children. 

9-  Gilliam  Yo\ing  Parrish,  son  of  ¥illiam  E.  and  Laura  Elizabeth 
(Gilliam)  Parrish,  was  b  May  25,  I889,  and  md  at  Leavenworth,  Kans.  on 
Jan.  29,  1909 ^  to  Pauline  Hubbell.  They  have  a  dau,  Miriam  Hubbell 
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Parrish,  who  md  Joseph  John  McHan,  in  Tulsa,  Okla.  on  June  l4,  193^* 


6.  Marcella  Ann  Gilliam,  dau  of  Payette  Henry  and  Ann  Elizabeth  (Ayres) 
Gilliam,  and  twin  to  Laura  Elizabeth  Gilliam,  was  b  Sept.  9^  18^5 ^  in.  Saline 
Co.  Mo.  She  was  md  on  June  21,  I865  "to  Leonidas  Hu^es.  He  was  b  in  Jes¬ 
samine  Co.  Ky.,  July  23,  1839^  nnd  d  in  Marshall,  Mo.,  June  I8,  I9OI.  Mrs. 
Hu^es  d  Sept.  27,  1927. 

Major  Leonidas  Hughes  was  in  the  Confederate  Army,  Co.  E,  2nd  Mo.  Caw., 
Shelby*s  Brigade.  He  was  also  for  a  time  with  Quantrill*s  Band.  He  was 
Treasurer  of  Saline  Co.  in  I885  and  re-elected  in  1887.  Leonidas  and  Mar¬ 
cella  Ann  (Gilliam)  Hughes  had  two  children,  as  follows; 

1.  Ada  Lee  Hu^es,  b  near  Cambridge,  Mo.,  May  6,  I866.  She  md  Chas. 
Potter  on  Hot.  13,  189O,  in  the  Christian  Church  in  Marshall.  He  d  June 
18,  1930.  They  had  two  children; 

1.  Stephen  Lee  Potter,  b  Dec.  1,  I892,  Marshall,  Mo.,  md  Kathleen  Mc- 
Comas  on  Dec.  21,  1917^  at  Edgerton,  Mo.»-  They  had  two  children;  1.  Ste¬ 
phen  Lee  Potter,  Jr.,  b  Hot.  12,  I918;  2.  Charles  Joseph  Potter,  b  Man¬ 
hattan,  Kans.,  Oct.  3}  192^» 

2.  Charles  Hu^es  Potter,  b  Marshall,  Mo.,  June  26,  l899.>  lad  Bernice 
KnapP;  1930,  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  Ho  children. 

2.  Hannie  Maud  Hu^es,  dau  of  Leonidas  and  Marcella  Ann  (Gilliam) 

Hughes,  was  b  near  Cambridge,  Mo.  on  Peb.  12,  1868.  She  neTer  married.  She 
made  her  hcane  in  Marshall  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Potter,  and  died  there  Mar. 

31,  1938. 

7.  Lientelius  R.  Gilliam,  son  of  Payette  Henry  and  Ann  Elizabeth  (Ayres) 
Gilliam,  was  b  Peb.  25,  l848.  He  was  called  "Kelly".  Mr.  George  Cheatham 
told  this  writer  that  he  ran  off  and  joined  the  Confederacy  when  a  youth,  and 
died  at  the  age  of  17^  at  Denrer  City,  Colo,  on  Sept,  9^  I865. 

8.  Mary  Era  Gilliam,  dau  of  Payette  Henry  and  Ann  Elizabeth  (Ayres) 
Gilliam,  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  June  10,  I85O.  She  was  always  known  as 
"Sis"  by  her  family  and  friends.  She  was  md  to  Phillip  H.  Pranklin  on  May 

1,  1872. 

In  the  Saline  Co.  History,  p  63O,  we  read  that  "The  Franklins  came  from 
England  and  settled  at  Chester,  Pa.  before  the  ReTolution.  Thomas  H.  Prahk- 
lln,  b  in  Chester  and  reared  in  Pennsylrania,  was  a  ReTolutionary  solider. 

They  went  to  Campbell  Co.  Ya.,  and  his  son,  Henry  R.  Pranklin,  b  in  Campbell 
Co.,  md  Rhoda  G.  Watkins  of  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.  They  had  four  children,  of 
whom  Phillip  H.  was  the  youngest.  He  was  b  Campbell  Co.  Va.,  near  Lynch¬ 
burg,  July  k,  18^1,  md  1872  Mary  Era  Gilliam,  two  children,  Phillip  H., 
died  at  I7 ^  and  Daisy,  married  ReT.  A,  A.  McGeachy  and  died  at  Sheiman, 

Texas." 
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Among  the  papers  of  Priscilla  Frances  (Priest)  Ayres^  is  found  the 
invitation  to  this  -wedding,  which  reads;  "Mr.  and  Mrs.  Phillip  H.  Frank¬ 
lin  request  the  honor  of  your  presence  at  the  marriage  of  their  daughter, 
Daisy  Corihne,  to  Mr.  Archibald  Alexander  McGeachy  on  April  29,  I896, 
Marshall,  Mo . " 

Mr.  Phillips  H.  Franklin  was  a  member  of  Pickett’s  Division  of  the 
Confederate  Army,  which  charged  at  the  battle  of  Gettysb-urg.  He  d  in 
Marshall,  Mo.,  on  Aug.  12,  193^.  Their  daughter,  Daisy  Corinne,  died 
childess  and  Mr.  McGeachy  remarried.  Dr.  Franklin  was  a  former  member 
and  President  of  the  State  Board  of  Pharmacy  of  Missouri  and  President 
of  the  Board  of  the  Missouri  Confederate  Home  (-the  first  Confederate 
Home  in  the  United  States)  at  Higginsville,  Mo. 

9.  Luther  Olin  Gilliam,  son  of  Fayette  Henry  and  Ann  Elizabeth 
(Ayres)  Gilliam,  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  Apr.  9,  I853.  He  -was  called 
"Brud".  He  md  on  Jan.  10,  1877^  Martha  Jane  Woodson,  who  was  b  Apr.  "J , 
1853*  They  had  one  child,  Luther  Olin  Gilliam,  Jr.,  b  in  St.  Louis, 

Hov .  2,  1877^  HKi  on  March  8,  1904,  Estella  West.  She  -was  b  Oct.  20, 
l884,  in  Dallas,  Oregon.  Luther  0.  Gilliam  d  Sept.  25,  1877^  a  week  af¬ 
ter  his  mother ^s  death,  both  of  them  frcm.  typhoid. 

Martha  Jane  (Woodson)  Gilliam,  widow  of  Luther  0.  Gilliam,  md  sec¬ 
ond  on  J-une  3^  I883,  John  Humboldt  Comelison.  She  d  Dec.  12,  1935  and 
Mr.  Comelison  d  Dec.  I925.  They  adopted  a  dau,  whose  name  -was  Virginia 
Echolds  Comelison.  She  was  b  Oct.  8,  I896  and  md  William  A.  Hickey. 

The  children  of  Luther  0.  Gilliam  II  and  his  -wife,  Estella  (West) 
Gilliam,  were  as  follows; 

1.  Luther  Olin  Gilliam  HI,  b  in  St.  Louis,  Sept.  I9,  1905 ^  md.  in 
spring  of  1932,  in  Seattle,  to  Blanche  Nixon. 

2.  John  Comelison  Gilliam,  b  Feb.  22,  1913^  Seattle  Wash. 

3*  June  Estella  Gilliam,  b  Feb.  27,  I918,  Medfo27d,  Oregon,  md  on 
Oct.  8,  1934,  Gordon  Leonard  Rice,  who  was  b  Mar.  I913  in  Saksatche- 
wan,  Canada,  They  have  a  child,  Gordon  Leonard  Rice,  Jr.,  b  Sept.  l4, 
1932.  Most  of  this  information  is  copied  frcm  "The  Woodsons  and  Their 
Connections" . 

10.  "Baby"  Gilliam  (unamed),  son  of  Fayette  Henry  and  Ann  Elisabeth 
(Ayres)  Gilliam,  -VTas  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  Jan.  10,  i860.  He  died  Jan. 

24,  i860. 


VI.  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres  (Matthias,  Nathan,  Matthias),  son  of  Mat¬ 
thias  and  Nancy  Gilliam  (Howell)  Ayres,  was  the  grandfather  of  this  com¬ 
piler.  He  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  on  May  10,  I825.  When  about  I8 
years  of  age,  he  went  to  the  adjoining  county  in  Missouri,  Pettis,  to 
teach  school  and  boarded  in  the  heme  of  Major  George  S.  Priest.  George 
S.  Priest  (great  grandfa-ther  of  the  writer),  gave  the  land  and  contri¬ 
buted  the  labor  and  materials  for  the  building  of  the  first  school  and 
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the  first  Methodist  church  in  Pettis  Go 


Samuel  M.  Ayres  md  Priscilla  Frances  Priest,  dau  of  George  Stubblefield 
and  Elizabeth  (Rush)  Priest,  in  Pettis  Co.  Mo.,  on  March  24,  l846.  She  was 
b  in  Logan  Co.  Ky.,  Oct.  19,  1828.  The  Rev.  Ben  Johnson  performed  the  cere¬ 
mony.  She  died  Nov.  21,  I9OT. 

Samuel  M,  Ayres,  according  to  his  diary,  was  converted  in  1842,  joined 
the  Methodist  Church  and  was  licensed  to  preach  on  Sept.  I3,  l844,  when  he 
was  19  years  of  age.  He  joined  the  Missouri  Conference  of  the  M*  E*  Church, 
South  (the  churches  were  divided  in  l844)  on  Oct.  9^  1845,  and  was  appointed 
to  Liberty  Circuit,  Clay  Co.  Mo.  He  commenced  the  study  of  medicine  in 
March,  l846,  attending  the  St.  Louis  University  the  sessions  of  l848  and 
'49.  He  commenced  the  practice  of  medicine  in  April,  1849. 

In  1850,  joining  the  general  exodus  to  the  gold  fields  of  California, 
he,  in  company  with  many  other  Pettis  Countians,  sought  fortune  in  the  new 
country,  leaving  his  wife  and  two  babies  in  the  home  of  her  father.  Major 
Priest.  His  brothers,  John  Howell  and  Walter  Leake  Ayres,  his  brothers-in- 
law,  Fayette  Henry  Gilliam,  Matt  Cheatham,  B.  E*  Priest  and  William  Grin- 
stead,  and  many  others  among  the  connection  joined  the  almost  unending  cara¬ 
van  then  wending  its  way  across  the  plains  to  California. 

Dr,  Ayres  was  very  successful  in  the  treatment  of  cholera  which  broke 
out  among  the  men  in  his  train  and  others  of  the  way  trains  along  the  way. 
His  first  fee,  a  gold  dollar,  smaller  than  our  present  dime,  which  was  sent 
back  to  his  wife,  was  preserved  by  her  the  rest  of  her  life.  The  letter 
accompanying  the  dollar  states  that  he  has  not  charged  for  his  services  on 
account  of  the  lack  of  money  among  the  men  and  because  they  were  all  either 
brother  Masons  or  friends. 

Dr.  Ayres'  letters,  written  to  his  wife  while  enroute  to  California, 
descriptive  of  the  country,  the  trip,  the  pioneer  life  of  the  plains,  the 
hardships  and  privations,  are  also  treasured  by  his  grandchildren,  and 
copies  of  these  letters,  which  are  a  part  of  this  writing,  have  been  fur¬ 
nished  the  Missouri  Historical  Society. 

Dr.  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres  died  of  mountain  fever  in  California  near 
Sacramento  City  on  Nov.  I9,  I85O,  at  the  age  of  25,  and  is  buried  on  James 
Bar,  Moquelmas  River.  He  left  his  friends  after  reaching  California  and 
went  South,  and  being  without  money  or  patients,  went  to  work  as  a  day 
laborer  in  the  mines.  He  left  his  home  in  Missouri  on  Tuesday,  May  5^ 

1850,  arrived  at  Hangtown,  Sept,  16,  I85O,  and  wrote  last  on  Sept.  25, 

1850.  He  started  South  on  Sept.  26,  185O,  the  next  day,  and  sick. when  he 
reached  his  destination  and  was  able  to  work  but  one  day.  In  the  last 
letter  received  from  him,  he  says  that  he  has  less  than  ten  dollars  in  the 
world.  His  last  letter  after  his  arrival  in  California  states  that  there 
are  more  doctors  than  patients,  that  it  is  the  healthiest  climate  in  the 
world.  To  which  all  Californians  will  agree.  He  also  says  that  it  is  a 
"God-forsaken  country"  to  which  none  of  them  would  agree. 
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The  poignant  note  of  homesickness  and  distress  because  of  having  to 
leave  his  wife  and  babies  with  her  father  during  his  absence  mms  t.hrmigh 
all  Dr.  Ayres'  letters  to  his  wife.  He  never  did  receive  a  letter  from 
her  after  he  left  home,  but  she  received  every  letter  he  wrote,  as  will 
be  noted  from  the  dates  and  sequence.  In  every  letter  he  states  where 
and  when  he  wrote  last.  This  homesickness  and  absence  of  any  word  from 
his  family  probably  induced  a  condition  that  made  him  \uaable  to  fi^t 
the  fever  he  fell  a  victim  to. 

Many  of  Dr.  Ayres'  sermons  and  poems  are  preserved  by  his  descen¬ 
dants,  as  well  as  a  brief  diary  written  before  his  departiare.  He  stated 
in  one  of  the  letters  written  to  his  wife  enroute  that  he  was  keeping  a 
diary  of  his  experiences,  so  that  he  mi^t  be  able  to  tell  of  them  when 
he  saw  his  family  and  friends  again.  The  diary  was  never  foimd,  or  at 
least  was  never  returned  to  his  wife. 

Preserved  along  with  his  letters  from  the  trip  to  California,  was 
a  letter  received  from  John  Dou^ty  (which  is  also  a  part  of  this  account), 
telling  of  his  death. 

After  the  death  of  Dr.  Ayres,  his  widow  and  children  continued  to 
make  their  home  with  her  parents.  She  taught  school,  took  in  sewing, 
and  tried  all  the  occupations  open  to  a  woman  of  that  day  in  order  to 
relieve  her  father  as  much  as  possible  of  the  burden  of  herself  and  two 
fatherless  children,  assuming  as  well  the  management  of  the  household, 
servants,  etc.  Her  mother  was  very  deaf,  and  being  the  eldest  daughter, 
and  hav'ing  an  invalid  sister,  there  was  much  responsibility.  She  never 
re-married,  remaining  a  widow  for  fifty-seven  years.  Priscilla  Frances 
(Priest)  Ayres  died  at  the  old  homestead,  "Rosebower ",  which  she  in¬ 
herited  as  her  portion  of  her  father's  estate,  on  Nov.  21,  I9OT,  in  her 
sleep,  as  did  her  husband,  and  almost  on  the  same  day  of  the  month. 

There  was  no  sign  of  struggle  and  she  had  retired  in  her  usual  health 
and  good  spirits.  The  negro  child  who  lived  in  the  home,  could  not 
rouse  her  in  the  morning,  and  advised  a  neighbor,  who  called  her  son. 

Her  parents,  George  S.  and  Elizabeth  (Rush)  Priest,  went  out  to 
Missouri  in  I838,  following  the  tide  that  was  then  setting  toward  the 
West.  They  went  from  Logan  Co.  Ky.,  taking  their  family,  slaves,  and 
such  effects  as  could  conveniently  be  carried,  finding  a  home  in  Pettis 
Co.,  where  he  was  one  of  the  early  settlers,  his  land  being  purchased 
from  the  Government  at  $1.25  acre.  The  trip  from  Kentucky  to  Mis- 
soirri  was  made  in  wagons  with  ox  teams,  and  it  took  three  weeks  for  the 
journey.  Reaching  their  destination,  Mr.  Priest  settled  within  a  few 
miles  of  what  is  now  Longwood,  and  not  far  from  St.  Helena  (now  called 
Pin  Hook),  which  was  the  first  county  seat  of  Pettis  Co.  For  many  years 
his  post  office  was  Georgetown,  which  was  the  second  county  seat,  thou^ 
he  lived  about  fifteen  miles  from  there. 

In  the  course  of  the  time  he  acquired  more  than  a  thousand  acres 
of  land.  He  selected  for  his  home  a  spot  "beautlfiol  for  situation". 
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on  a  and  tlie  house  added  to  from  time  to  time  was  quite  a  large  and 

pretentious  one  for  the  period  and  locality,  though  it  ‘would  now  appear  to 
he  rery  awkwardly  planned. 

Ihe  garden  "was  of  special  interest  to  visitors  and  the  large  family 
connection,  for  its  variety  of  fruit,  flowers  and  shruhs,  nearly  all  of  which 
were  brought  from  time  -to  time  fror  the  heme  S’tate  of  Kentucky,  each  plant 
ha'vlng  its  own  history  and  association  "with  friends,  nei^hors  or  kindred, 

Ihe  flower  garden  was  laid  out  in  formal  pattern,  with  paths  between  the 
beds,  and  the  ‘vegetable  and  fruit  gardens  were  ‘within  ‘the  same  enclos’ure, 
separated  by  shrubbery  and  paths. 

"Rosebawer"  has  long  since  passed  out  of  the  hands  of  the  descendants 
and  the  ho‘use  was  razed  ‘Within  the  .last  few  years,  while  the  ^trden  is  over¬ 
grown  ‘With  weeds,  the  orchards  are  aH  dead,  and  the  formerly  spacious  la‘wn 
a  neglected  pas‘ture.  How  the  name  of  Rosebower  came  to  be  given  to  the 
place  is  not  known  to  the  ‘writer,  but  there  was  a  large  estate  in  Buckingham 
Co.  Va,  called  Rosebower  and  she  suspects  that  perhaps  her  grandfather, 

Samuel  Mat‘bhias  Ayres,  after  his  maridage  to  Priscilla  Frances  Priest,  prob¬ 
ably  suggested  the  name. 

Mrs,  Ayres  is  buried  in  Hi^  Point  cemetery,  near  Hughes'vllle,  Mo,, 
beside  her  son,  Matthias  L,  Ayres.  She  was  called  "Mank"  by  her  family. 

Her  youngest  brother.  Dr.  E.  L,  Priest,  trying  to  say  Frances,  or  Fanny, 
made  Mank  out  of  the  attonpt,  and  so  she  "was  called  for  many  years. 

One  of  the  treasured  recollections  of  the  -writer  is  of  her  childhood 
■visits  ‘to  the  heme  of  her  great  grandfa-ther  and  grandmother.  Geo,  S.  and 
Elizabeth  Priest,  and  later  the  heme  of  her  grandmother.  She  well  remembers 
her  awe  of  her  great  grandfather.  Geo.  S.  Priest.  Ihat  ‘was  the  day  when 
"children  should  be  seen  and  not  heard",  and  they  dare  not  be  heard  in  that 
day  as  they  are  today. 

ihat  ‘was  the  day  when  the  "parlor"  was  kept  closed  and  k^t  sacred  to 
visitors  and  large  family  parties.  Ho  place  can  ever  be  so  grand  as  -that 
parlor  was  to  my  childish  eyes.  The  'windows  were  kept  closed  to  protect 
the  carpets  and  upholstery  frem  the  S‘un  and  to  protect  the  old  sg_uare  piano. 
The  carpet  "was  a  beautiful  hand-woven  striped  one,  which  covered  ‘the  entire 
floor,  -with  straw  ‘underneath  it.  ¥e  were  not  allowed  to  touch  the  piano, 
and  must  be  very  careful  about  touching  anything. 

The  wonderful  thi:ngs  in  -that  parlor!  The  silver-leaved  ■wall  paper, 
the  lavendar  window  shades  with  their  marvellous  fringe,  and  painted  "scenes", 
the  ‘Walnut  f‘umiture  upholstered  in  green  rep,  the  "what-not",  the  hexagon¬ 
shaped  stools,  which  we  ml^t  sit  upon  but  not  play  ‘with.  The  tops  of  these 
stools  came  off  and  semetimes  we  could  not  resist  ‘baking  them  out.  Many 
generations  ha-ve  played  ‘with  those  stools  and  it  is  still  an  irresistible 
temptation  to  a  child  to  take  ‘them  apart.  They  rolled  very  easily  and  free¬ 
ly  and  the  last  cdiild  who  learned  to  ‘walk  following  them  around  ‘was  Clifford 
Ayres  Allen,  the  ‘writer *s  nephew. 


I  ranemlDer  tlie  glass  dome  over  the  artificial  flowers,  the  glass- 
enclosed  "snow  scene",  the  fi-amed  hair-wreaths,  the  lambrequin  on  the 
mantel,  the  two  matching  vases  there  (one  of  them  I  still  have),  the 
large  hunches  of  peacock  feathers  in  the  parlor  and  a.1 1  around  in  the 
house  (which  were  used  at  dinings  to  "shoo"  away  the  flies),  the  frame 
in  the  hall  made  of  oak  leaves  and  acorns  varnished,  and  the  steel  en¬ 
graving  in  the  frame,  "From  Shoe  to  Shore" . 

There  was  the  family  album,  the  family  Bible,  and  a  few  books  on 
the  "center  table".  There  was  a  sampler,  or  needle-woik:  picture  under 
glass,  of  a  house,  a  tree,  man,  dog,  etc.  Many  of  these  things  I  still 
have.  There  was  a  door-stop,  made  of  a  brick  covered  with  onbroidered 
velvet.  Some  of  these  door-stops  were  covered  with  carpet,  but  this 
was  for  the  parlor.  Many  other  wonderful  things  I  remember  in  that  large 
room,  but  above  all  I  recall  the  musty  smell  that  closed  and  darkened 
rooms  have. 

The  parlor  seemed  to  a  child  a  mile  or  so  from  the  living-rocan,  or 
Grandma *s  room,  especially  if  one  were  there  alone.  One  had  to  cross 
the  large  "middle-room"  frcm  the  family  room,  then  a  wide  hall,  to  get 
to  the  parlor.  It  was  a  desperate  adventure,  but  full  of  thrills  to 
climb  the  "parlor  stairs",  -  if  alone,  it  seemed  so  far  away  from  every- 
body,  and  hearing  the  creaks  and  noises  that  all  old  houses  have,  it 
really  seemed  like  ghosts  mi^t  be  abroad.  Like  all  houses  of  the  day 
and  period,  the  two  sections  of  the  upper  story  were  not  connected, 
but  there  were  separate  stairways  to  each.  The  house  contained  ten  rooms 
and  a  wide  hall,  and  seven  fire-places.  The  crooked  little  stairs  that 
led  out  and  up  frcm  the  "middle  room",  which  was  the  oldest  part  of  the 
house,  met  a  small  hall,  and  in  this  part  of  the  upstairs  there  were 
three  rooms.  The  "parlor  stairs"  led  up  from  the  front  hall,  and  there 
was  a  smal.l  hall  and  two  rooms.  There  was  a  large  walnut  chest  in  the 
hall  full  of  magazines  -  Godey^s  Ladies*  Book,  Prank  Leslie's  magazines, 
etc.  In  another  closet  was  to  be  found  old  dresses,  bonnets,  hoops, 
etc.,  which  we  used  to  "dress  up"  in. 

The  middle  room  had  a  mysterious  floor,  for  there  was  a  door  in  it, 
and  underneath  this  door  there  was  a  crude  "cellar"  where  valuables  were 
kept  during  the  War  Between  the  States,  until  the  family  all  went  back  to 
Kentucky.  This  small  cellar  was  not  connected  with  the  other  cellar, 
being  merely  a  hole  in  the  ground.  All  of  the  rocms  were  large,  but  two 
of  the  upstairs  bedrooms,  the  dining  room  being  especially  large  to  acco¬ 
modate  the  large  family  and  many  guests .  There  were  many  outbuildings  - 
barns,  hen  houses,  smoke  house,  ice-house,  l\imber  house,  negro  cabins, 
etc. 


One  of  the  two  flocks  of  peafowls  in  the  co\mty  were  at  Rosebower 
and  seme  of  them  were  very  tame,  coming  up  to  the  house  for  good. 

Such  households  were  common  in  the  early  day  in  Missouri,  which  was 
settled  largely  by  Kentuckians  and  Virginians.  This  compiler  was  told  of 
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a  saying  in.  Missoiirl  tiiat  one  liad  no  standing  there  unless  their  ancestors 
came  to  Missouri  from  Yirginia  hy  my  of  Kentucky.  I  never  heard  that  until 
recent  years  and  suspect  it  ms  started  hy  scmeone  "whose  family  came  there 
from  Virginia  hy  my  of  Kentucky. 

HLe  ■writer  has  no  recollection  of  the  home  of  her  great  grandfather 
Ayres,  hut  it  ms  prohahly  Just  such  a  heme  as  that  of  her  great  grandfather 
Priest*  Ihe  home  of  her  great  grandfather  Hudson,  in  Rappahannock  Co.  Ya. 
is  also  similar. 

Samuel  Matthias  and  Priscilla.  Prances  (Priest)  Ayres  had  two  sons,  Man¬ 
lius  Adolphus  and  Matthias  Lamartine  Ayres. 

1.  Manlius  Adolphus  Ayres  (Samuel  Matthias,  Matthias,  Hathan,  Matthias), 
was  horn  at  the  Priest  homestead  in  Pettis  Co.  Mo.,  on  Hcnr.  9^  l8^T«  He  ms 
education  at  heme  and  in  prlmte  schools,  there  being  no  public  schools  in 
that  day,  and  later  attended  Bethel  College,  RussellYille,  Ky.,  where  so 
many  of  his  distant  relatives  tau^t  and  attended  school. 

During  the  War  Between  the  States,  his  grandparents  and  all  the  family 
except  himself  and  the  several  sons  who  were  in  the  Confederate  Army,  went 
hack  to  Lo^n  Co.  Ky.,  their  former  heme,  and  after  the  war,  M*  A.  Ayres  re¬ 
turned  to  his  mother  and  family  there,  and  being  only  l8  years  of  age,  attend¬ 
ed  Bethel  College,  He  had  severa.1  uncles  in  the  Confederate  Army. 

Manlius  A.  Ayres  ran  amy  frem  his  heme  in  Pettis  Co.  in  l86l,  at  the 
age  of  fourteen,  and  Joined  the  Confederate  Forces.  In  August,  1862,  he 
ms  sworn  into  the  Confederate  Service  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  where  so  many  of 
his  cousins  and  relatives  were  sworn,  in.  He  went  there  with  his  brother- 
in-law,  A.  T*  Dorsey,  who  ms  also  sworn  into  the  Confederacy.  He  went  to 
Arkansas  in  Sept,  1862,  and  Joined  Capf.  Wm.  Barry ^s  Co.,  Missouri  Cavalry, 
at  Cairollton,  Ark.  This  company  ms  at  that  time  acting  ns  escort  for  Gen. 

M,  M,  Parsons.  He  served  wi’th  it  on  scout  and  picket  duty  until  Aug.  I863 
in  West  Arkansas  and  Indian  Territory.  Was  honorably  discharged  on  account 
of  extreme  youth,  as  he  ms  not  able  to  secure  the  written  consent  of  his 
parent  or  guardian,  who  ms  his  grandfatiLer.  He  went  from  Ft.  anith.  Ark. 
to  Little  Rock  and  into  the  Missouri  Infantiy  Camp  the  afternoon  before  Gen. 
Price  evacuated  the  town.  He  ms  banded  a  musket  the  afternoon  of  retreat. 

His  friend  and  comrade.  A*  T*  Wrl^t  of  Laulsiana,  who  had  been  visiting 
relatives  in  Missouri  and  had  been  his  companion  from  the  time  he  left  home, 
ms  transferred  from  the  divlson  to  the  State  of  Louisiana,  where  his  home 
ms,  and  M,  A*  Ayres  went  to  Louisiana  with  him,  where  they  Joined  -the  28th 
La,  Infantry,  Mor|x>n*s  ]^igade,  Gen,  E.  Kirby  Sml’fch  Dept.  Commander.  He 
served  irtth  this  company  until  the  close  of  the  war,  surrendering  at  Mans¬ 
field,  La.,  May  I8,  I865.  He  ms  paroled  at  Shreveport  on  June  21,  1865. 

Owing  to  the  fact  that  the  records  of  the  Trans -Mississippi  Dept,  C.S.A* 
were  partly  destroyed,  there  appears  to  be  no  official  records  in  the  ser¬ 
vice  in  the  Confederate  Army  of  M.  A,  Ayres,  but  the  above  record  ms 
written  by  M*  A*  Ayres  for  the  writer  (his  dau^ter),  at  her  request,  and 
she  has  the  original  account  in  his  handwriting. 
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In  a  letter  frcm  Chourdrant ,  La.,  dated  Nov.  l8,  I920,  Mr.  A.  T* 
WrigLt,  his  old  comrade  says  ,  "We  surrendered  on  the  l8th  day  of  May, 
1865 .  There  was  not  a  Federal  soldier  within  100  miles  of  onr  army  when 
we  surrendered,  hnt  Lee  and  Johnston  had  surrendered,  and  we  had  to  sur¬ 
render.  Our  officers  told  us  to  go  home  and  we  would  know  where  to  get 
our  paroles.  Your  father  went  home  with  me  and  he  and  some  of  the  hoys 
went  to  Shreveport  and  were  paroled.  It  was  In  April  and  I  cannot  re¬ 
member  the  date.  I  did  not  go.  I  had  taken  the  oath  of  allegiance  to 
the  United  States  and  I  did  not  want  to  take  any  chance  for  fear  they 
ml^t  find  me  out.  Enclosed  you  will  find  a  song  hallard  that  your 
father  composed  when  we  were  In  winter  quarters  at  Alexandria,  La.,  In 
1864.  Prohahly  you  have  heard  him  sing  It.  I  thought  so  much  of  bim 
I  never  forgot  It." 

M,  A.  Ayres  ^  descendants  belong  to  the  United  Dau^ters  of  the 
Confederacy  on  his  record,  as  well  as  that  of  one  uncle,  A.  T,  Dorsey, 
and  four  great  uncles,  B,  E.  Priest,  W.  M.  M.  Priest,  A.  R,  Priest, 
and  Peter  Nathan  Ayres.  They  also  have  a  "qross  of  Honor"  awarded  to 
the  oldest  grandson  by  the  U,  D.  C^,  In  recognition  of  their  father ^s 
service  In  the  C.S.A, 

M.  Ac  Ayres  was  married  at  Georgetown,  Pettis  Co.  Mo.,  on  Feb.  l4, 
1872,  by  Rev.  Dr.  John  Montgomery,  to  Theresa  Virginia  Dorsey,  dau  of 
William  and  Margaret  Arnold  (Hudson)  Dorsey.  (See  Mar.  Rec.  Pettis  Co. 
Mo.,  M.  A.  Ayres  to  Jennie  Dorsey,  Feb,  l4,  I872.) 

His  "best  man"  was  John  Banks  and  her  bridesmaid  was  Alice  Bouldln, 
who  was  md  one  week  later  to  Joe  Bowers.  Mrs.  Ayres  and  Mrs.  Bowers 
continued  life-long  friends.  Theresa  Virginia  Dorsey  was  b  In  Rappa¬ 
hannock  Co.  Va.,  Sept.  8,  1843,  and  died  In  her  heme  In  Sedalla,  Mo.  on 
Sept.  21,  1927.  She  came  to  Missouri  with  her  parents  in  1853^  and  they 
made  their  home  In  Georgetown,  which  was  then  the  coTinty  seat  of  Pettis 
Co.  Her  father,  William  Dorsey,  owned  the  first  furniture  store  and 
undertaking  establishment  In  Pettis  and  the  only  one  for  several  years. 
His  place  of  business  was  In  Georgetown  and  the  family  lived  on  a  faim 
just  outside  the  town. 

Theresa  Virginia  Dorsey  was  educated  In  private  schools,  there 
being  no  public  schools  In  that  day.  She  attended  Forest  Grove  Seminary 
at  Georgetown,  Mo.  There  is  still  standing  today  a  flat-roofed  cottage 
In  Georgetown,  which  was  the  heme  of  Mrs.  Dorsey  at  the  time,  where  the 
compiler  of  this  account  was  born.  Mrs.  Dorsey  did  not  live  in  George¬ 
town  long.  She  went  back  to  her  farm  and  died  there. 

Theresa  Virginia  Dorsey  was  next  to  the  oldest  of  a  large  family 
of  children,  all  of  whom  she  survived.  She  doubtless  had  as  many  "cou¬ 
sins"  as  her  husband  did,  as  families  were  large  In  those  days,  but  she 
did  not  know  many  of  them  personally,  as  they  lived  In  Virginia  and  she 
left  there  when  ten  years  old.  Mrs.  Dorsey ^s  parents  were  Robert  and 
Elizabeth  (Jones)  Hudson,  and  their  home  is  still  standing  In  Rappahan- 
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nock  Co.,  a  kouse  very  slmiliar  to  their  dau^ter^s  hcane  in  Missouri.  There 
is  a  photograph  of  this  hame  in  ”My  Eappahanooek  Story  Book,”  hy  Hite,  ¥ith 
description. 

The  Dorsey  family  was  a  distinguished  Colonial  family,  tracing  their 
ancestry  hack  to  Crusaders  in  the  Holy  Land,  throu^  Kings  of  Ireland,  Eng¬ 
land  and  Scotland,  and  even  hack  to  Adam,  using  the  genealogy  of  the  Virgin 
Mary,  as  given  in  Luke.  Genealogists  and  secular  history  say  that  she  had 
a  sister  named  Penardim,  whose  descendants  are  known  and  the  line  is  traced 
hack  throu^  them  -  see  David  Starr  Jordan,  etc. 

The  first  American  immigrant.  Col.  Edward  Dorsey,  came  from  the  Irish 
branch  of  the  family  and  settled  in  Virginia,  hut  soon  went  frcan  there  to 
Maryland,  in  165I.  He  received  large  grants  of  land  and  many  positions  of 
honor,  hoth  civil  and  military.  The  name  and  family  are  Prendi,  originally 
D'Orecy,  corrupted  to  D*Orsai,  D^Arcy,  Darcy,  Dorsey,  etc.  There  is  a  house 
standing  and  well  preserved  today  in  Annapolis,  which  has  heen  marked  hy 
the  Colonial  Dsm®  of  Md.  as  the  home  of  Col.  Edward  Dorsey,  where  the  Gover¬ 
nor  of  the  Province  lived  for  a  time,  while  repairs  were  being  made  to  the 
mansion.  Col.  D^Arcy  moved  out  and  lived  elsewhere  while  the  Governor  used 
his  home.  It  is  a  small  house,  of  distinguished  Colonial  architecture, 

Theresa  Virginia  Dorsey  was  supposedly  descended  from  the  same  Rush 
lines  as  was  her  husband,  M,  A.  Ayres.  The  original  Rush  immigrant  of  165O 
had  a  dau^ter  who  md  Joshua  Hudson  and  through  her  grandfather,  Robert  Hud¬ 
son,  of  Culpeper  Co.  Va.,  h  ITT^^  in.d  Elizabeth  Jones  IT^S^  "Jennie"  Dorsey 
was  descended.  Robert  Hudson^s  mother  was  Kezla  Plunkett,  md  David  Hudson, 
who  was  a  son  of  Rush  Hudson,  Ihe  Hudson  and  Plunkett  families  inter¬ 
married  with  Terrels  and  Rush^  for  generations  in  Virginia,  Ihe  Plunkett 
family  were  early  Virginia  settlers  of  Irish  extrection, 

M,  A.  Ayres  was  descended  from  John  Terrell,  of  Virginia  and  North 
Carolina,  son  of  the  immigrants,  William  and  Susannah  Terrell,  Ihe  Terrell 
line  also  goes  back  to  antiquity. 

M.  A*  Ayres  made  his  h(mie  in  Pettis  Co.  Mo.  all  his  life.  After  fam¬ 
ing  with  indifferent  success,  he  moved,  in  middle  life,  to  Sedalia,  Mo.  He 
was  admitted  to  the  Pettis  Co.  bar  on  Dec.  6,  1904,  upon  examination,  with 
the  privilege  of  practising  in  all  of  the  Courts  of  the  state.  In  I9OO  he 
was  appointed  by  Gov.  Lon  V.  Stephens  as  Assessor  of  Pettis  Co.  to  fill  out 
the  unexplred  tern  of  J.  H,  Looney,  dec*d.  He  was  appointed  Juetlce  of 
the  Peace  of  Sedalia  Twp.  on  Nov.  1,  I903,  and  retired  from  that  office  Nov. 
21,  1904,  filling  out  the  unexpired  tern  of  the  former  incumbent.  He  was 
called  "Manny”  by  his  cousins  and  "Jones"  by  his  brother,  also  bis  cousin 
and  intimate  friend,  E,  L.  Priest, 

Freqiiently,  in  the  "Forty  Years  Ago"  column  of  the  Sedalia  Democrat, 
the  compiler  finds  references  to  sme  member  of  her  family*  In  a  recent 
issue  we  read:  "A  score  or  more  of  Pettis  Coimtians  met  Saturday  and 
fomed  a  temporary  or^jilzation  of  "Old  Settlers",  ¥,  E,  Herold  being 
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elected  President  and  Judge  Manlius  Ayres  was  chosen  Secretary."  What 
became  of  this  organization  we  have  no  idea.  There  is  at  present  a 
large  Pettis  Co.  Historical  Society,  to  which  the  writer  belongs. 

Mr.  Ayres  died  at  Maywood  Hospital,  Sedlia,  Mo.,  on  Aug.  1,  I909 
and  is  bured  in  Crown  Hill  Cemetery  beside  his  wife  and  daughters, 

Ermie  and  Josephine.  His  widow  survived  him  for  18  years,  being  a 
helpless  invalid  for  el^t  years.  She  continued  to  live  in  her  heme 
until  her  death,  with  her  dau^ter,  Josephine,  who  died  in  I919,  and 
Nellie,  who  still  survives,  and  is  the  compiler  of  this  genealogy. 

Manlius  Adolphus  and  Theresa  Virginia  (Dorsey)  Ayres  had  six  chil¬ 
dren,  as  follows: 

1.  Ermie  Ayres  4.  Sallie  Margaret  Ayres 

2.  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres  5*  Nellie  Prances  Ayres 

3.  Samuel  Plunkett  Ayres  6.  Josephine  Ayres 

1.  Ermie  Ayres  was  b  in  Pettis  Co.  Mo.,  on  Jan.  3,  I873.  She  d 
unmarried  in  Sedalia,  Mo.  on  Aug.  30,  I908.  She  was  educated  in  pub¬ 
lic  schools  and  the  Missouri  State  Teachers  College  at  Warrensburg, 

Mo.  1897-98'  On  Nov.  25,  1873^  when  her  great  grand-parents,  George  S. 
and  Elizabeth  (Rush)  Priest  celebrated  their  golden  wedding  anniversay, 
with  many  friends,  relatives  and  descendants  present,  Ermie  Ayres  was 
the  oldest  (and  perhaps  the  only  great  grandchild)  present.  The  brief 
dress  worn  on  that  occasion  by  Ermie  had  a  flared  skirt,  and  was  elabo¬ 
rately  braided.  It  is  still  preserved.  Another  relic  of  that  occasion 
is  a  bottle  shaped  gourd,  which  was  painted  by  Miss  Josephine  Dorsey, 
with  the  dates  on  it:  1823-1873' 

The  punch  bowl  used  then  and  at  an  earlier  date,  is  still  in  pos¬ 
session  of  the  writer.  The  "infare"  at  the  time  of  the  wedding  of  M. 

A.  and  V,  (Dorsey)  Ayres,  was  held  at  the  heme  of  his  grandfather, 

Mr.  Priest.  There  were  two  bowls  of  punch,  or  syllabub,  one  of  the 
bowls  being  borrowed  from  Mrs.  Cartwright,  a  distant  nei^bor.  The 
bowls  were  alike  and  of  Flint  glass,  and  the  Cartwright  bowl  was  owned 
until  her  death  by  Mrs,  M,  T,  Chastain,  who  was  Miss  Eudora  Cartwri^t. 
Miss  Dora  told  the  writer  she  remembered  very  well  the  occasion  of  the 
wedding  reception  for  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Ayres,  it  being  a  very  cold  night, 
and  a  great  many  of  the  guests  spent  the  ni^t.  Dr.  M.  T,  Chastain, 
her  husband,  was  also  an  Ayres’  descendant.  The  Cartwright  family  were 
old  friends  from  Kentucky. 

2,  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres,  son  of  Manlius  A.  and  Theresa  Virginia 
(Dorsey)  Ayres,  was  b  in  Pettis  Co.  Mo.  on  Sept.  5,  I874.  He  is  called 
"Matt"  by  his  family  and  relatives  and  "Sam"  by  friends.  He  was  educat¬ 
ed  in  public  achools,  attended  college  in  Steelville,  Mo.,  I895-6,  and 
later  taught  (1898),  at  Bismarck,  Mo.  He  was  Secretary  of  the  Y.M.C.A, 
at  Pine  Bluff,  Ark.,  from  I906  for  seme  years,  and  in  November,  1909^ 
went  to  Pocatello,  Idaho,  as  Secretary  of  the  Railroad  Y.M.C.A.  there. 
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He  still  lives  in  Pocatello. 


He  ¥as  later  engaged  for  several  years  in  the  ■work  of  rural  mail  deliv¬ 
ery,  leading  the  outdoor  life  he  loved  and  which  his  health  required.  He 
was  md  in  Pocatello  on  June  k-,  1912,  to  Myrtle  Rose  Smi'th,  who  traced  her 
ancestors  to  distinguished  Revolutionary  famlles.  They  had  no  children. 
Myrtle  Rose  Smith  d  in  Rochester,  Minn.,  on  Sept.  12,  1938-  She  was  h  Apr. 

6,  1885^  at  Flint,  Mich.  She  is  hured  in  the  cemetery  at  Pocatello. 

Saimel  Matthias  Ayres  "sra-s  md  second,  on  March  29,  19^0,  at  Raton,  N.  M. 
in  the  Preshyterian  Manse,  to  Elizaheth  (Elliott)  Bennet.  The  minister  -was 
Rev.  Buzzer.  One  of  Mrs.  Ayres*  dau^ters  lives  at  Raton,  N*  M.  Elizaheth 
Beaty  (Elliott)  Ayres  also  comes  of  Revolutionaiy  stock,  and  is  a  Mayflower 
descendant.  She  is  prominent  in  the  club  and  social  life  of  Pocatello,  a 
member  of  the  D.A.R*  being  honored  in  1959  "by  the  Wyeth  Chapter  for  her  mem¬ 
bership  of  fifty  years;  she  is  a  member  of  the  Eastern  Star,  in  her  ch-urch 
(the  Methodist)  and  •tau^t  school  for  a  n-umber  of  years.  The  third  week  in 
April,  1980,  the  Camp  Fire  Girls  of  Idaho  celebrated  -the  fiftieth  anniver¬ 
sary  of  their  founding.  For  the  first  time  their  convention  was  held  in 
Pocatello  and  Mrs.  Ayres  was  guest  of  honor.  She  was  the  Pounder  of  the  Camp 
Fire  Girls  in  Pocatello,  and  took  her  girls  throu^  Yellowstone  Park,  Jack- 
son  Hole,  etc.  on  the  golden  anniversay  of  Camp  Fire  girls  in  United  States. 
In  addition  to  having  reared  her  sister* s  children,  she  put  ■fcwo  orphan  boys 
throu^  school. 

Elizabeth  Beaty  (Elliott)  Ayres  was  b  on  Sept.  28,  18TT^  in  Brooklyn, 

N*  Y»^  but  when  two  years  of  age  was  taken  to  Colorado,  where  she  spent 
most  of  her  life.  She  taught  in  Pocatello  for  a  number  of  years  and  was  a 
long-time  friend  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  S,  M,  Ayres,  having,  however,  been  away 
from  Pocatello  for  25  years  when  she  ret'umed  there  to  make  her  home.  She 
■was  Superintendent  of  Schools  in  her  county  in  Colorado. 

Mrs.  S.  M.  Ayres  is  the  dau  of  Richard  Coit  emd  Fannie  (Mudge)  Elliott, 
who  had  the  following  children?  Fannie  Coit  Elliott,  who  md  Hamilton  Wayne 
Bennet  in  I886;  Eugene  V.  Elliott;  Marvin  M.  Elliott;  Lucy  Beveridge  Elliott; 
William  Mudge  Elliott,  Elizabeth  Beatty  Elliott;  May  Elliott. 

Fannie  Coit  (Elliott)  Bennet  ■was  an  invalid  for  seme  years  and  her  sls- 
•fcer,  Elizabe^th  Beaty  (Betty)  lived  with  her  and  helped  rear  her  three  haun¬ 
ters.  Ein'b  years  af^ber  the  death  of  her  sister  Fannie,  Betty  married  Mr. 

H,  M»  Bennet,  whose  children  regard  her  as  their  mother  and  their  children 
regard  her  as  an  actual  grandmother.  She  and  Mr.  Bennet  had  one  child,  Betty 
Ann  Bennet,  who  died  at  birth. 

Tbe  children  of  Fannie  Coit  (Elliott)  Bennet  and  Hamilton  Wayne  Bennet, 
who  were  reared  by  Elizabeth  Beaty  (Elliott)  Bennet  were:  Edna  Bennet,  md 
Willard  Cook  and  has  two  sons,  Clarence  Cook  and  Scott  Cook;  Coit  Bennet 
md  John  Merlon  Jones  and  has  two  sons,  John  Donald  Jones  and  Douglas  Jean 
Jones;  Helen  Bennet  md  Wilb^ur  Hamilton  Fulker.  Their  children  are  Wilb^ur 
Hamilton  Fulker,  Glenna  Rosalia  Fulker,  and  Mabel  Helen  Fulker.  The  Fulkers 
live  in  Raton,  H.M.,  where  Mr.  and  Mrs*  Ayres  were  married. 


Samuel  Matthias  Ayres  retired  after  tventy-one  years  in  the  Govern¬ 
ment  service,  on  Sept.  5,  1939*  His  se27vice  was  terminated  on  Sept.  30, 
and  a  banquet  was  given  by  his  associates  and  friends,  at  which  there 
were  65  guests .  The  local  broadcasting  station  devoted  a  part  of  their 
program  on  Oct.  3,  1939;  to  *’Sam  Ayres  and  his  Stories.”  He  was  presented 
a  the  banquet  with  a  set  of  pipes  and  a  gold  log  chain  with  a  key  ring. 

On  this  occasion  there  was  also  a  tribute  paid  to  his  deceased  wife,  Ifyr- 
tie  Rose  ( Smith)  Ayres.  Mr.  Ayres  devotes  his  time  to  gardening  and  fruit 
growing,  at  which  he  is  very  successful. 

3.  Samuel  Plunkett  Ayres,  son  of  Manlius  A.  and  Theresa  Virginia 
(Dorsey)  Ayres,  was  born  in  Pettis  Co.  Mo.  on  March  I3,  1877.  He  was 
md  on  Sept.  26,  I9OO,  in  Lexington,  Lafayette  Co.  Mo.,  to  Elizabeth 
Buford  Ryland,  daughter  of  Rev.  Xenophen  and  Caroline  Foster  (Ford)  Ry- 
land.  She  was  b  in  Lexington,  Mo.  on  Feb.  4,  I878,  her  ancestors  being 
from  Kentucky  and  Virginia.  She  is  descended  from  Ford,  Buford,  Twyman, 
Kirtley,  Ryland,  Broaddus  and  other  early  American  families,  and  has 
many  Revolutionary  ancestors. 

Col.  John  R.  Ford,  grandfather  of  Elizabeth  Buford  (Ryland)  Ayres, 
was  a  neither  and  friend  of  the  family  of  Priscilla  Frances  (Priest) 

Ayres  in  Pettis  Co.  Col.  Ford  built  and  lived  in  the  house  now  owned 
and  occupied  by  the  family  of  Lon  Durley.  It  is  a  handsome  house  of 
the  early  period  in  Pettis  Co. 

When  Samuel  Plunkett  Ayres  and  Elizabeth  Ryland  were  married,  his 
grandmother,  Priscilla  Frances  (Priest)  Ayres,  gave  to  Elizabeth  a  gold 
shoe  buckle,  that  had  been  given  to  her  many  years  prior  by  Elizabeth’s 
grandmother,  Mrs.  Foster,  mother  of  Mrs.  John  R.  Ford.  One  of  the  gold 
buckles  had  been  lost,  and  there  was  just  the  one  left. 

Elizabeth  Ryland  graduated  from  Elizabeth  Aull  Seminary,  Lexington, 
Mo.  in  1897*  The  first  President  of  that  school  was  Dr.  Lewis  G.  Bar- 
boiir,  who  md  Elizabeth  Ford,  sister  to  Caroline  Foster  Ford  Ryland. 

Carrie  Ford  was  the  first  music  teacher  at  Elizabeth  Aull,  a  Presbyterian 
school. 

Samuel  Plunkett  Ayres,  also  called  "Sam"  by  friends  and  associates, 
is  always  called  Plunkett  by  his  family  and  kin.  His  sisters  called 
him  "Bro.  Plunkett,"  after  the  old  time  Southern  custom,  and  sometimes 
refer  to  their  brothers  as  "Poco  Sam"  and  "Kansas  City  Sam." 

Samuel  P.  Ayres  was  connected  with  several  railroads  since  his 
youth  until  his  retirement  from  that  work  in  June,  1939*  He  lived  dur¬ 
ing  that  period  in  various  towns,  but  longer  in  Windsor,  Mo.  than  any 
other.  He  went  to  Windsor  from  Versailles  as  Agent  of  the  Rock  Island, 
on  petition  of  48  of  the  business  men  of  Windsor.  He  was  also  connect¬ 
ed  with  the  Order  of  Railroad  Telegraphers  in  his  district  for  many 
years.  On  March  20,  1924,  he  was  elected  General  Chaiiman  of  the  O.R.T,, 
in  Chicago.  Some  weeks  later  he  moved  from  Windsor  to  Kansas  City.  He 
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served  three  years  and  ¥as  re -ejected  for  another  three-year  term  as  Gen. 

Chr.  of  the  O.R*T.,  on  March  l6,  1927;  anl  resigned  and  returned  to  Windsor 
as  Agent  in  December,  I928.  In  1935  Mr.  Ayxes  was  awarded  a  medal  for  26 
years ^  service  in  the  O.R*T,,  and  at  that  time  had  been  in  the  service  of 
the  railroads  for  4l  years.  He  retired  in  June,  1939;  account  of  his  eye- 
si^t  and  health,  and  in  19^2  moved  to  Kansas  City,  Mo.  and  from  that  time 
until  his  death  he  was  connected  with  the  Pardee  Plumbing  Co.  there. 

Mr.  S.  M.  Ayres  and  Mr.  S.  P.  Ayres  are  both  thirty-second  degree 
Masons.  It  is  unusual  for  a  father  to  give  degrees  to  his  son,  as  Samuel 
P.  Ayres  did  to  his  sons,  Ryland  Matthias  Ayres  and  Samuel  Plunkett  Ayres, 
Jr.,  as  well  as  to  his  son-in-law,  Martell  Morrow.  S.  P.  Ayres  was  Advanced 
Past  Master  of  Masonic  Lodge,  and  Mrs.  S.  P.  Ayres,  Worthy  Matron,  O.E.S., 
and  Mr.  Ayres,  Worthy  Patron. 

Following  is  a  piece  which  was  in  the  Windsor  Review  of  March  20,  1924 
concerning  S.  P.  Ayres  s 


HONORS  TO  WINDSOR  MAN 

Mr.  S.  P.  Ayres,  Rocky  Island  Agent,  made  General  Chairman  of  Rock 

Island  0.  R.  T* 

It  is  with  much,  pleasure  that  the  Review  broadcasts  this  week  a  bit  of 
good  news  relative  to  one  of  our  city*s  good,  clever,  progressive  citizens, 

S.  P.  Ayres,  Rock  Island  Agent,  who  for  twelve  years  has  been  local  chair¬ 
man  of  the  Order  of  Railway  Telegraphers  and  at  Chicago  this  week  was  elected 
General  Chairman  of  the  O.R.T.  for  all  the  Rock  Island  Lines,  with  headq^uar- 
ters  at  Chicago.  These  meetings  seldom  last  long,  but  as  this  one  has  been 
in  session  ten  days,  it  is  evidently  quite  warm  and  probably  hotly  contested 
by  the  out-going  General  Chairman.  Also,  Mr.  Ayres  must  have  been  drafted, 
and  great  pressure  brought  to  get  him  to  accept  the  General  Chairmanship, 
as  he  said  before  leaving  for  Chicago,  that  under  no  circumstances  would  he 
accept  it,  if  elected. 

The  office  of  General  Chairman  of  Rock  Island  Telegraphers  is  a  very 
Important  one,  as  all  schedule  negotiations,  and  practically  all  grievances, 
wage  adjustments  and  other  matters  pertaining  to  the  O.R.T*  are  handled 
thru  this  office,  as  well  as  in  keeping  in  touch  with  the  membership  that 
is  distributed  over  the  entire  Rock  Island  system.  Mr.  Ayres  probably  will 
in  a  short  time  take  charge  of  the  office  in  Chicago,  but  as  to  this  the 
Review  cannot  say  until  his  return  hcane  next  week.  Quite  likely  it  will 
necessitate  his  removal  to  Chicago.  And  while  Windsor  would  regret  to  lose 
Mr.  Ayres  and  his  most  estimable  family,  we  can  but  congratulate  him  upon 
his  advancement  and  good  fortune. 

The  following  item  was  taken  from  Windsor  items  in  Sedalia  Democrat 
of  Dec.  11,  1935 J  "Last  week  S.  P.  Ayres  of  the  Rock  Island  Depot  here, 
was  awarded  a  medal  for  twenty-six  years*  service  in  the  O.R.T*  Mr.  Ayres 
has  been  with  the  Rock  Island  4l  years.  His  many  friends  here  congratulate 
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him  on  his  efficient  work." 


Samuel  Plunkett  Ayres  died  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Kov.  30,  1954.  His 
wife  died  there  on  April  27,  1950*  They  are  "buried  in  the  cemetery  at 
Windsor,  Mo. 

Samuel  Plunkett  and  Eliza"beth  Buford  (Hyland)  Ayres  had  four  chil¬ 
dren,  as  follows: 

1.  Hyland  Matthias  Ayres  3»  Samuel  Plunkett  Ayres,  Jr. 

2.  Eliza"beth  Virginia  Ayres  4.  Cornelia  Ayres. 

1.  .  .Hyland  Matthias  Ayres,  son  of  Samuel  Plunkett  and  Elizaheth  Bu¬ 
ford  (Hyland)  Ayres,  was  "b  in  Brayton,  He"br.,  Oct.  4,  I902.  At  the  age 
of  16,  on  July  12,  1919^  he  joined  the  U,  S,  Wavy,  where  he  served  for 
three  years,  three  months  and  three  days,  "being  honora"bly  discharged  on 
Oct.  3}  1922.  He  had  two  years  in  the  Naval  Hospital  and  one  year  sea 
duty.  He  "became  Interested  in  dentistry  his  last  year  in  the  Navy  and 
on  his  return  home  returned  to  his  Hi^  School  education,  sophomore 
class,  graduating  frcm  Windsor  High  School  on  May  I6,  1924,  in  the  same 
class  with  his  sister,  Virginia  Ayres.  He  attended  Kansas  City  Western 
Dental  College,  Kansas  City,  Mo.  and  was  graduated  from  there  on  June  5^ 
1928.  He  was  President  in  college  of  the  Trowel  Clu'b,  all  Master  Masons. 

Dr.  Ayres  "began  the  practice  of  dentistry  in  Maplewood,  Mo.,  in 
1928,  and  still  continues  his  practice,  though  now  in  Clayton.  He  lives 
in  Kirkwood,  Mo. 

On  Monday,  Dec.  3I;  1931^  Hyland  Matthias  Ayres  was  married  to  Mar¬ 
garet  Eliza"beth  Cunnin^am,  at  eight  o’clock  in  the  evening,  at  the  home 
of  the  "bride’s  parents  in  Kirkwood,  "by  Dr.  Wilkins  of  St.  Louis.  Mar¬ 
garet  Eliza"beth.  Cunnln^am  was  the  dau^ter  of  Willard  Arthur  and  Mary 
Goodfellow  (Dickinson)  Cunnin^am.  She  was  "b  June  27,  I908,  in  Kirkwood. 
After  graduating  from  high  school,  she  attended  Washington  University 
at  St.  Louis  for  one  year  and  the  Ku"bican  Business  College  for  one  year. 
She  was  a  m€m"ber  of  Pi  Beta  Phi  Sorority.  She  died  in  Kirkwood,  Mo.,  on 
Mar.  18,  1958,  after  a  very  "brief  illness. 

Willard  Arthur  Cunnin^am  was  "b  in  Goshen,  Indiana,  Aug.  18, 

1875 ;  and  md  June  5^  I9OI  to  Mary  Goodfellow  Dickinson,  in  St.  Louis. 

She  was  "b  in  St.  Louis,  Oct.  10,  I88O,  the  dau  of  William  Ledley  and 
Emma  Susan  (Goodf ello'v)  Dickinson.  W.  A.  Cunningham  was  the  son  of  Oli¬ 
ver  Weaver  and  Bethia  (Simpson)  Cunningham.  Mr.  Cunnln^am  d  in  Kirk¬ 
wood  in  1946. 

Dr.  Hyland  M.  Ayres  has  had  many  honors  in  his  profession.  He  had 
post-graduate  courses  at  Washington  University  in  St.  Loiiis.  His  fellow 
dentists  have  given  him  many  honors,  having  "been  President  of  the  Dental 
Society  of  Missouri,  and  on  the  executive  council  for  many  years. 


250 


Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ryland  M.  Ayres  had  three  children  as  follows: 

1.  Ryland  Michael  Ayres,  h  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Aug.  l6,  1935*  He  was 
christened  on  Sept.  28,  1935^  "by  Dr.  Robert  Kevin,  Rector  of  Grace  Epis¬ 
copal  Church  of  Kirkwood.  His  aunt,  Virginia  Ayres  Morrow,  was  his  god¬ 
mother,  and  his  godfathers  were  Willard  Cunningham,  brother  of  Mrs.  Ayres, 
and  Frank  Cunningham,  her  uncle.  He  was  confirmed  on  Mar.  l4,  1948.  He 
graduated  from  high  school  in  Kirkwood,  Mo.  in  May  1952.  He  attended 
Westminster  College,  Fulton,  Mo.  the  session  of  1952-53^  and  the  University 
of  Missouri  1954-55-56.  He  went  into  the  service  for  military  training 

in  May  1958  for  six  monghs  and  graduated  from  the  University  of  Missouri  in 
1959^  in  engineering. 

2.  Richard  Matthias  Ayres,  son  of  Ryland  M.  and  Margaret  (Cun¬ 
ningham)  Ayres,  was  b  in  St.  Mary's  Hospital,  St.  Louis,  as  was  his  brother 
Mike.  Ihe  day  was  Tuesday,  Sept.  15,  1942.  In  reporting  his  birth,  his 
father  wrote  that  "he  has  that  tired  Ayres '  look,  but  not  the  die-away 
voice".  He  joined  the  U*  S*  Wavy  on  Aug.  31 j  I96O  and  is  on  the  aircraft 
carrier  Tlconderoga. 

3,.  Margaret  Elizabeth  Ayres,  dau  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Ryland  M.  Ayres,  was 
b  St,  Louis,  Mo.,  Thursday,  Oct.  23,  1947*  She  was  christened  on  Sunday, 
Jan,  4,  1948,  in  Kirkwood.  Her  aunt,  Cornelia  Ayres,  godmother,  and  her 
cousin,  Samuel  Martell  Morrow,  godfather. 

Dr,  Ryland  M.  Ayres  was  md  second  on  July  30,  1959^  in  IHe  Central 
Baptist  Church,  Quincy,  Ills.,  to  Mrs.  Lillie  Pearl  (Raird)  Long,  who  was 
b  Central,  Iowa,  Jan.  2,  I9IO,  dau  of  George  Henry  &  Iva  Juanita  (Murphy) 
Baird. 


2,  Elizabeth  Virginia  Ayres,  daughter  of  Samuel  Plunkett  and  Eliza¬ 
beth  Buford  (Ryland)  Ayres,  was  b  at  Bellwood,  Nebr,  on  April  I9,  1905* 

She  graduated  from  Windsor  Hi^  School  on  May  16,  1924,  her  brother,  Ryland 
Ayres,  being  a  member  of  the  same  class.  Later  she  attended  Junior  College, 
Kansas  City,  Mo,  She  was  a  member  of  Delta  Delta  Delta  Sorority. 

Elizabeth  Virginia  Ayres  was  md  at  her  home  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  on 
Dec,  24,  1927^  by  Rev,  W.  A.  McClanahan,  to  Martell  Morrow,  son  of  John  Alva 
and  Sarah  (Crawford)  Morrow,  of  Green  Ridge,  Pettis  Co.  Mo.  Martell  was  b 
in  Creston,  Iowa  on  Feb.  24,  1899* 

Mr,  and  Mrs,  Morrow  have  one  son,  Samuel  Martell  Morrow,  b  in  St.  Mary's 
hospital,  Sedalla,  Mo.,  on  Nov.  12,  I928.  Sammy  Tell  was  baptised  on  March 
31,  1929^  in  Green  Ridge,  Mo.  by  Dr.  Scoville,  in  the  now  extinct  Congrega¬ 
tional  church.  That  church  building  and  records  burned  and  now  the  various 
Green  Ridge  churches  have  organized  into  one  church,  the  Presbyterian. 

Martell  Morrow  is  a  Mason,  and  served  in  World  War  II.  He  was  inducted 
as  a  private  on  Aug,  30,  1942,  and  honorably  discharged  as  a  Corporal  in 
December,  1943*  He  was  stationed  on  the  West  coast-in  the  Aleutians.  After 
his  discharge  he  reached  the  states  on  Dec,  12,  1943,  reaching  his  home  in 
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Kansas  City  on  Dec.  23,  1943 .  Mr.  Morrow  is  in  the  service  of  the  Govern¬ 
ment^  under  Civil  Service,  in  Documents  Control,  and  Mrs.  Morrow  works  for 
the  Internal  Revenue,  an  examiner  of  income  tax  reports,  higher  incomes, 
for  the  territory  of  11  states  in  which  reports  are  cleared. 

Samuel  Martell  Morrow,  son  of  Martell  and  Virginia  (Ayres)  Morrow 
was  an  honor  student.  He  graduated  from  Shawnee  Mission  Hi^  School, 
Kansas  City,  Kans.  May  l6,  1946.  He  was  elected  to  the  National  Soc¬ 
iety  of  secondary  schools  in  1945,  in  his  junior  year.  He  attended  col¬ 
lege  at  Manhattan,  Kans.  the  term  of  1946-47.  In  1947  Sam  took  an  ex¬ 
amination  which  was ' off ered  to  50,000  high  school  students,  for  special 
work  in  the  United  States  Navy.  From  the  50,000  the  Government  selected 
4,000  and  Sam  got  his  appointment  to  the  Navy  in  1947.  The  membership 
in  the  National  Honor  Society  of  schools  is  determined  hy  hi^  standards 
of  achievement  in  scholarship,  leadership,  character  and  service,  all  of 
which  Sam  possesses. 

Samuel  Martell  Morrow  was  graduated  from  the  University  of  Colorado 
in  June  1951^  with  the  rank  of  2nd  Lieut.  In  1953  he  was  made  1st  Lieut. 
Because  of  his  good  college  rating  and  high  marks,  he  was  put  into  artil¬ 
lery  instead  of  infantry,  one  out  of  82  Lieutenants.  He  was  stationed  at 
Fort  Sill,  Oklahoma,  and  promoted  to  Captain  in  the  Marines  on  May  8, 

1854.  He  entered  the  U,S,M.C.  on  June  9^  1951^  and  on  Dec.  I7,  1951^ 
graduated  at  the  haste  school  at  Quantico,  Va.  From  Feh.  7  ho  Nov.  10, 
1952,  he  was  in  Korea  as  part  of  the  Naval  Advisory  group.  Artillery  Ob¬ 
server  and  Counter  Battery  Officer.  From  Jan.  1952  throu^  March  1952 
he  was  at  Camp  Lejuene  in  North  Carolina  as  artillery  officer.  Frcm 
March  1953  to  July  1953  he  was  in  artillery  school  at  Fort  Sill.  From 
July  1953  to  Sept.  ^53  he  was  again  at  Camp  Lejuene,  and  from  Sept.  1953 
to  Jan.  1956  he  was  at  Fort  Sill  as  gunnery  instructor.  In  June  195 6 
he  went  again  to  Korea  and  was  there  until  March  1957  a-s  artillery  ad¬ 
visory  in  the  Marine  Corps.  From  March  1957  ho  July  1959  he  was  sta¬ 
tioned  at  29  Palms,  California.  In  July  1959  he  was  transferred  to 
Jackson,  Mississippi  as  Inspector  Instructor  to  the  2nd  1055MM  Howitzer 
Battery,  Marine  Corps  Reserve. 

Samuel  M.  Morrow  was  married  at  Anadarko,  Okla.,  on  June  I9,  1954 
to  Annie  Laurie  Slack.  She  was  b  Jan.  l4,  1935  was  a  member  of  Chi 
Omega  Sorority  and  Sam  belonged  to  the  Sigma  Alpha  Epsilon  Fraternity. 

They  reside  presently  at  Jackson,  Miss.  They  have  a  son,  Samuel  Martell 
Morrow  II^  b  Anadarko,  Okla.,  Dec.  4,  1955. 

Annie  Laurie  Slack  is  the  dau  of  Marvin  Lyle  and  Kate  Young  (Sal¬ 
mon)  Slack.  Marvin  Slack  is  the  son  of  Henry  Jefferson  and  Rhoda  Cal- 
donia  (Moad)  Slack.  Henry  J.  Slack  was  the  son  of  Oliver  Perin  and  Sa¬ 
rah  (Patton)  Slack.  0.  P.  Slack  was  the  son  of  Jack  and  Margaret  (Hud¬ 
dleston)  Slack.  Rhoda  Moad  was  the  dau  of  James  Sterling  and  Mary  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Turner)  Moad.  Mary  E.  Turner  was  the  dau  of  Joe  and  Nancy  Turner. 
Kate  Young  Salmon,  mother  of  Annie  Laurie  (Slack)  Morrow,  is  the  dau  of 
Robert  Forest  and  Lairra  (Johnson)  Salmon.  Robt.  F.  Salmon  was  the  son 
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of  Jolm  Merritt  and  Mary  Katherine  (Chism)  Salmon.  John  M»  Salmon  was  the 
son  of  Ezekiel  James  and  Narcissa  Ragsdale  (Merritt)  Salmon.  Mary  K.  Chism 
was  dan  of  John  and  Frances  (Cooper)  Chism.  Laura  Johnson  was  dan  of  Wes¬ 
ley  Franklin  and  Anastasle  (Lloyd)  Johnson.  Wesley  F.  Johnson  was  the  son 
of  John  and  Mary  Johnson .  Anastasia  Lloyd  was  dan  of  John  and  Fancy 
(True)  Lloyd.  These  notes  were  received  frcm  Kate  Salmon  Slack  (Mrs.  Marvin 
L.)  She  says:  "'Annie  Laurie  is  the  great ^  great,  great  grand -daughter  of 
George  Salmon  of  S.C.,  h  8-4-175^^  d  8-I-I83T  and  Elizabeth  Young,  his  wife, 
b  12-22-1758,  d  10-24-1849,  md  3-IO-I785." 

3*  Samuel  Plunkett  Ayres,  Jr.,  son  of  Samuel  Plunkett  and  Elizabeth 
Buford  (Ryland)  Ayres,  was  b  in  Windsor,  Mo.  on  the  birthday  of  his  grand¬ 
father,  Rev.  Xonophen  Ryland,  June  1,  I9IO.  He  attended  public  school  in 
Windsor,  and  graduated  from  Westport  Hi^  School  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  on 
June  "J,  1928,  Later,  he  attended  Central  College,  Payette,  Mo. 

Samuel  Plunkett  Ayres,  Jr.  was  md  in  Windsor,  Mo.,  on  Saturday,  May  l4 
1932  to  Viola  Violet  Valentine,  dau  of  George  Lee  and  Eva  (Cully)  Valentine. 
They  were  married  by  Rev.  Geo.  Hargis,  pastor  of  the  Methodist  church  of 
Windsor,  at  the  hme  of  the  brlde^s  aunt  and  uncle,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J.  W.  Valen 
tine,  with  whom  Viola  made  her  home.  Her  aunt,  Mrs.  J,  W.  Valentine,  was  a 
sister  of  Mrs.  George  Valentine,  Viola ’^s  mother,  and  Mr.  J,  W,  Valentine  was 
a  brother  of  Mr.  George  Valentine. 

George  Lee  Valentine  was  b  in  Kingsville,  Mo.,  June  29,  1882,  and  his 
wife,  Eva  Cully,  was  b  at  Chllhowee,  Mo.,  on  April  I9,  I885.  They  were  md 
at  Chilhowee  in  Fov.  I9OI,  They  had  two  daus,  Irene  and  Viola,  Mrs.  George 
Valentine  died  and  her  husband  md  again.  Viola  was  reared  by  her  aunt  and 
uncle,  Mr.  and  Mrs.  J*  W.  Valentine,  who  have  no  children,  in  Windsor,  Mo, 
Viola  was  b  at  Chilhowee,  Mo,,  on  Valentine  day,  Feb,  l4,  I9II.  She  attend¬ 
ed  Central  College,  Fayette,  Mo.,  after  graduation  from  hi^  school  in  Wind 
sor.  Viola  is  descended  frcm  the  Blair  and  Tadlock  familes  of  Tenn.  Lt. 
John  Blair  is  a  Revolutionary  ancestor. 

Mr.  S.  P.  Ayres,  Jr.,  went  into  the  dry  goods  business  in  Payette  on 
Fov.  l4,  1936  and  has  been  successful.  He  makes  his  home  in  Fayette.  Sam¬ 
uel  Plunkett,  Jr,  and  Viola  (Valentine)  Ayres  have  two  children; 

1.  William  Valentine  Ayres,  b  in  Windsor,  Mo,  on  Feb,  7^  1934.  He 
was  baptised  in  the  M,  E„  Church,  South,  at  Windsor,  Mo.  on  Sept,  27,  1934 
by  Rev.  George  E.  Hargis,  His  sponsors  were  John  William  and  Mary  ( Cully) 
Valentine.  He  was  graduated  from  hi^  school  in  Payette,  Mo.  on  May  20, 
1952.  He  attended  Drury  College,  Springfield,  Mo.  1952-53*  Enlisted  in 
U,  S*  Army  on  June  4,  1953  and  was  assigned  to  Camp  Crowder.  He  was  later 
at  Ft.  Bliss,  El  Paso,  Texas,  and  then.  Ft.  Banks,  Mass.  Headquarters  Bat¬ 
tery,  1954,  He  landed  in  Europe  Feb.  1955  and  was  stationed  at  Pirmassens, 
Germany,  in  Pay  Roll  a/c  Dept.,  Specialist  3rd  Glass.  His  parents  visited 
him  there  in  1956.  He  returned  home  in  1956  and  attended  Central  College 
at  Payette. 
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William  Valentine  Ayres  was  md  Aug.  30,  1958^  to  Dorothy  Jean  Thcmp- 
son,  of  Tyler,  Texas,  dau  of  Dr.  Hubert  Orion  Thompson  and  Miss  Bryan. 

They  were  md  hy  Dorothy  Jean^s  grandfather.  Dr.  Biyan,  a  retired  Methodist 
minister,  aged  86.  Dr.  Thompson  died  in  1951*  They  make  their  home  in 
Fayette,  Mo.,  where  Bill  is  associated  with  his  father  in  the  Ayres*  Dry 
Goods  Co. 

2.  Elizabeth  Louise  Ayres  was  b  in  Windsor,  Mo.  on  Aug  l4,  1935* 

She  was  baptised  in  the  M.  E.  Church,  South,  Windsor,  Mo.  at  the  Sunday 
morning  service  on  May  31,  1936,  by  the  minister.  Rev.  Firestone.  She 
was  named  for  her  grandmother,  Elizabeth  (Ryland)  Ayres  and  Miss  Louise 
Brill,  a  friend  of  her  mother’s.  Miss  Brill  and  Mrs.  Ayres  were  her 
sponsors . 

Betty  Lou  Ayres,  as  she  is  called,  was  graduated  from  hi^  school, 
Fayette,  Mo.,  May  1953*  She  was  awarded  a  scholarship  on  account  of  her 
grades,  at  William  Woods  College,  Fulton,  Mo.,  and  attended  there  1953-^* 
The  next  three  years  she  attended  the  University  of  Missouri,  where  she 
graduated  June  8,  1957 •  She  is  a  member  of  Alpha  Delta  Pi  Sorarity, 
and  was  selected  by  the  A.T.  &  T,-  Long  Lines  Dept,  for  their  executive 
development  training  program  for  college  graduates,  to  be  Department 
Supervisor.  They  selected  one  young  lady  graduate  from  each  of  four 
universities,  those  of  Arkansas,  Oklahoma,  Missouri  and  Texas,  on  account 
of  grades.  Dorothy  Jean  (Thompson)  Ayres  was  selected  from  the  Univ.  of 
Texas,  where  she  graduated  in  1957* 

4.  ComeLia  Ayres,  dau  of  Samuel  Plunkett  and  Elizabeth  Buford 
(Ryland)  Ayres,  was  b  at  Windsor,  Mo.,  on  Jan.  31;  1915 •  She  was  b  on 
Sunday  and  cut  her  eye  teeth  first.  She  attended  grade  and  hi^  school 
in  Windsor  and  Kansas  City,  graduating  from  Windsor  Hi^  School  on  May 
13,  1932.  She  later  attended  business  college  in  Kansas  City.  She  is 
unmarried  and  makes  her  home  in  Kansas  City.  She  has  for  several  years 
been  connected  with  the  Federal  Reserve  Bank,  Wire  Transfer  Department, 
in  Kansas  City,  since  Jan.  10,  1942. 

The  ancestral  lines  of  most  Americans  can  be  traced  back  to  the 
Kings  of  England,  France  and  Scotland,  and  indeed,  according  to  the 
genealogists,  to  Adam!  This  is  using  the  genealogy  of  the  Virgin  Maiy 
in  Luke’s  Gospel.  If  one  can  trace  his  ancestry  to  William  the  Conqueror, 
Charlemagne,  the  Plantagenets,  etc.,  he  can  go  back,  using  the  various 
books  on  the  subject,  such  as  Your  Family  Tree,  by  David  Starr  Jordan, 
and  Anerson’s  Royal  Genealogies,  This  is  according  to  the  genealogists 
and  not  something  the  compiler  has  thought  up.  Both  the  Terrell  and  the 
Dorsey  lines  have  been  thus  traced. 

SOME  OF  So  P.  AYRES’  COLOIIIAL  MD  REVOLUTTQIJARY  LINES 

Matthias  Ayres,  d  I782,  md  Elizabeth  Hales 
1 

Nathan  Ayres  (1752-1822)  md  Mary  Leake.  He  rendered  service  to  the  Rev¬ 
olutionary  Army. 
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1 

Matthias  Ayres  (1T81-1851)^  War  of  l8l2^  md  Wancy  Gilliam  Howell  (1797-1884) 
1 

Samuel  Matthias  Ayres  (1825-1850)  md  Priscilla  Frances  Priest  (1828-I907) » 

1 

Manlius  A.  Ayres  (1847-1909)  mh  Theresa  Virginia  Dorsey  (1843-1927)  *>  He 
1  served  in  the  Confederate  Army. 

Samuel  Plunkett  Ayres  (1877-1954)  md  Elizaheth  Buford  Ryland 

Gideon  Howell  (1756-I823)  md  Furnished  supplies  to  the  Revolutionary 

1  Army  in  Buckingham  Co.  Virginia 

Nancy  Gilliam  Howell  ( 1797-1884)  md  Matthias  Ayres  (1781-1851) 

Peter  Priest^  Virginia,  1730 
1 

John  Priest  (1750-1836)  md  Elizaheth  Brown,  h  1749 •  He  was  Pvt  in  Continen- 
1  tal  Line  of  Virginia  in  Rev. 

Rodham  Priest  (1767-I836)  md  Frances  Stuhhlefield  Brown  (1768-1835)- 
1 

George  Stubblefield  Priest  (1803-I888)  md  Elizabeth  Rush  (l8o4-l889)- 
1 

Priscilla  Frances  Priest  md  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres 
1 

Manlius  A.  Ayres  (1847-1909)  md  Theresa  Virginia  Dorsey 
1 

Samuel  Plunkett  Ayres  (1877-1954)  md  Elizabeth  Buford  Ryland 

Sir  Francis  Gray  md  Alice  Moorman  II-26-I638.  General  Ass^ibly  of  Maryland 
1 

Anne  Gray  md  William  Rush  before  1658.  To  America  I65O,  Westmoreland  Co.  Va 
1 

William  Rush  d  before  1708,  md  Elizabeth  Hudson  ( ?)  Westmoreland  Co« 

1 

Benjamin  Rush  md  Amy  (Harrison)  Elkins,  He  d  1759^  Bute  Co,,  N,C, 

1 

Benjamin  Rush  II  (l717“l80l)  md  Alice  Grigsby  Rush  1744,  He  signed  Oath  of 
1  Allegiance  1778 » 

William  Rush  (I755-I827)  md  Abigail  Terrell  (176O-I835),  He  was  Pvt,  North 
1  Carolina  Line  in  Revolution,  also  in  War  l8l2.. 

Grigsby  Rush  (l784-l845)  md  Prescllla  Harris. 

1 

Elizabeth  Rush  (l8o4-l889)  md  George  Stubblefield  Priest  (1803-I888) 

1 

Priscilla  Prances  Priest  md  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres 
1 

Manlius  A.  Ayres  (1847-1909)  G*S*Ae,  md  Theresa  Virginia  Dorsey 
1 

Samuel  Plunkett  Ayres  md  Elizabeth  Buford  Ryland 

X-X-X  X-  X-X  X  x-x  x  x  -x  x  x  -x  -x-x-x  x- 
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Terrell-Tyrell  for  8l  generations  to  Mi-3  B.  C.  (David  Starr  Jordan) 

1 

Robert  Terrell^  md  Jane  Baldvin  1617 
1 

William  Terrell  b  I629  md  Martha  d  in  Virgina 

1 

William  Terrell^  b  1656  d  1727^  Wev  Kent  Co.  Va.,  md  Susannah  Waters 
1 

John  Terrell  (17IO-I785)  wf  Elizabeth  .  Signed  Oath  of  Allegiance 
1  North  Carolina  I778 

Hezekiah  Terrel  d  1769^  md  Phoebe  Martin.  He  was  in  Capt.  Sugar  Jones* 

1  Co.  N*C.  Militia  175^ 

Abigail  Terrell  (176O-I835)  md  William  Rush  (1755-1827) 

1 

Grigsby  Rush  md  Priscilla  Harris 
1 

Elizabeth  Rush  md  George  Stubblefield  Priest 
1 

Priscilla  Frances  Priest  md  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres 
1 

Manlius  A.  Ayres  md  Theresa  Virginia  Dorsey 
1 

Samuel  Plimkett  Ayres  md  Elizabeth  Btiford  Ryland 

Thomas  Mask,  England,  lived  St.  Peter’s  Par.  New  Kent  Co.  Va.,  d  I687 
1 

John  Mask  b  I67O,  New  Kent  Co.  Va.,  d  Manakintown,  md  Martha  Jane  Chris- 
1  tian 

Judith  Mask,  b  1698  md  Walter  Leake  (1704-1757)  Goochland  Co.  Va. 

1 

Mary  Leake  md  Nathan  Ayres  (1752-1822) 

1 

Matthias  Ayres  (I78l>-l85l)  md  Nancy  Gilliam  Howell 

Richard  Leake,  England  (l596-‘l66o) 

1 

Walter  Leake  ( 1635-1700) 

1 

William  Leake,  b  l664,  to  Va.  l684  from  Nottingham,  England,  md  Mary  Bos- 
1  tick 

Walter  Leake  b  ab.  1704  md  Judith  Mask.  He  d  Goochland  Co.  1757 
1 

Maiy  Leake  md  Nathan  Ayres  (1752-1822)  Rendered  aid  to  Revolution 
1 

Matthias  Ayres  (1781-I851)  (War  l8l2)  md  Nancy  Gilliam  Howell 
1 

Samuel  Matthias  Ayres  (1825-I85O)  md  Priscilla  Frances  Priest 

George  Mott  md  Elizabeth  .  His  will  Old  Rappahannock  Co.  Va.  1674 
1 
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Ellen  Mott  md  Rlcliard  Shlppey.  He  d  before  1T09 
1 

Elizabeth.  Shlppey  d  1755^  King  George  Co.  Va.  md  James  Hackley 
1 

Ellen  Hackley  md  1st  Doniphan^  2nd  Capt.  Thos.  Stubblefield^  3^^  Under- 
1  wood 

Ann  Stubblefield  md  Hezekiah  Brown^  Culpeper  Co.  Va. 

1 

Frances  Stubblefield  Brown  (1768-I835)  md  Rodham  Priest  (1767-I836) 

1 

George  Stubblefield  Priest  md  Elizabeth  Rush 
1 

Priscilla  Frances  Priest  md  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres 
1 

Manlius  A.  Ayres  md  Theresa  Virginia  Dorsey 
1 

Samuel  Plunkett  Ayres  md  Elizabeth  Buford  Ryland 

(He  is  listed  among  the  men 

John  Hackley  d  1698  md  Elizabeth  Andrews  (Widow) .(levied  from  Middlesex  Co. 

1  (Va.  to  carry  on  War  with  Indians  I676) 

James  Hackley  d  King  George  Co.  Va,  md  .Elizabeth  Shippey 
1 

Ellen  Hackley  md  1st  Doniphan_,  2nd  Stubblefield,  3^h  William  Underwood 
1 

Ann  Stubblefield  md  Hezekiah  Brown 
1 

Frances  Stubblefield  Brown  md  Rodham  Priest 
1 

George  Stubblefield  Priest  md  Elizabeth  Rush 
1 

Robt.  Stubblefield,  Spotsylvania  Co.  Va«  1730 «  Wife  Ann 
1 

Capt.  Thos,  Stubblefield,  d  Culpeper  Co.  Va,  1757  md  Ellen  ( Hackley (  Doniphan 
1 

Ann  Stubblefield  md  Hezekiah  Brown 
1 

Prances  Stubblefield  Brown  md  Rodham  Priest 
1 

George  Stubblefield  Priest  md  Elizdseth  Rush 

Capt.  Tharas  Harris  of  Virginia  md  Diana 
1 

Thomas  Harris  md  Alice  West.  He  d  1672,  Isle  of  Wi^t  Co.  Va. 

1 

Edward  Harris  md  Mary  d  170^,  Granville  Co,  H.C. 

1 

West  Harris  md  Mary  Turner 
1 

John  Henry  Harris  b  17^1^  d  I806  Edgecomb  Co.  H.C,,  md  Patience 
1 
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Priscilla  Harris  1  I781  md  Grigsby  Rush 

Robert  Coleman,  Essex  Co.  Va.  md  Ann 
1 

Elizabeth  Coleman  md  Daniel  Brown,  Culpeper  Co.  Va. 

1 

Elizabeth  Brown  b  17^9^  md  John  Priest  (175O-I836) 

1 

Rodham  Priest  md  Frances  Stubblefield  Brown 
1 

George  Stubblefield  Priest  md  Elizabeth  Rush 
1 

Priscilla  Frances  Priest  md  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres 

John  Martin  d  I769,  Granville  Co.  C.  md  Rachel,  d  1771,  Bute  Co. 

1 

Phoebe  Martin  md  Hezekiah  Terrell,  Bute  Co.  N.C. 

1 

Abigail  Terrell,  b  I760  md  William  Rush  (1755-I827) 

-1 

-L. 

Grigsby  Rush  (1784-1845)  md  Priscilla  Harris  ( 1781-1842) 

1 

Elizabeth  Rush  (l8o4-l889)  md  George  Stubblefield  Priest  (1803-I888) 

1 

Priscilla  Frances  Priest  md  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres 

Joshua  Hudson  md  Elizabeth  Rush,  Westmoreland  Co.  Va.  1704 
1 

Rush  Hudson  d  1735  md  Sarah  Wood,  widow,  d  Orange  Co.  Va.  I76O.  He  d  King 
1  George  Co.  Va.  1735 

David  Hudson  b  1730  Hanover  Co.  Va.  d  Culpeper  Co.  I8IO  md  Keziah  Plunkett 
1 

Robert  Hudson,  Culpeper  Co.  Va.  (1774-1847)  md  I803  Elizabeth  Jones  (1783- 

1  1859) 

Margaret  Arnold  Hudson  b  C’dipeper  Co.  Va.  l8l2  md  William  Dorsey  1839 
1 

Theresa  Virginia  Dorsey  md  Manlius  A.  Ayres 
1 

Samuel  Pl-unkett  Ayres  md  Elizabeth  Buford  Ryland 

Robert  Frank,  Westmoreland  Co.  Va.  I726 
1 

_ Frank  md  John  Plunkett 

1 

Keziah  Plunkett  md  David  Hudson 
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THE  MCESTRY  OF  ELIZABETH  BUFORD  (RYLAED)  AYRES 

In  Colonial  Abstracts  of  Virginia  ly  Fleet,  Volo  3^^  P  we  find 
this  note  concerning  Rylandsj 

"Joseph  Ryland,  son  of  Thcmas  and  Maiy  Ryland  of  Bearly,  ¥as  h  I716 
and  came  to  Virginia  200  years  ago.  He  md-in  IJ^O  and  settled  on  a  place 
in  Essex  Co.  Va.  Joseph  Ryland  was  md  three  times.  His  list  wife,  Eliza- 
heth,  dau  of  Richard  Hundley,  had  a  son,  Thomas,  and  two  dans,  Mary  and 
Elizaheth.  The  second  wife,  Mary,  had  three  sons,  Richard,  John  and  Iveson, 
and  four  daus,  Elizaheth,  Ann,  Sally  and  Susannah.  His  third  wife,  Eliza¬ 
heth,  was  a  sister  of  the  wife  of  his  oldest  son,  Thomas,  They  were  daus 
of  John  and  Sarah  Ferguson  and  grand-dau^ters  of  John  and  Ann  Ferguson, 
whose  farms  lay  on  both  sides  of  the  Piscataway  Rolling  Road,  in  Essex  Co. 
Va,  When  Joseph  died  in  1TT2,  he  left  one-third  of  his  estate,  real  and 
personal,  to  his  widow,  Elizaheth,  with  special  provision  for  the  education 
of  his  three  little  children,  Josiah,  Joseph  and  Joanna,  aged  respectively 
five,  three  and  one-half  and  two.  The  .other  two-thirds  of  the  estate  was 
divided  among  the  children  of  the  first  two  wives .  Joseph  married  Rosa 
Motley;  Joanna  md  John  Sales.  They  lived  on  neighboring  farms  in  upper 
King  and  Queen  Co.  Va.  until  181I,  when  they  sold  out  and  moved  to  Jessamine 
Co.  Ky.  Joanna  had  no  children.  John  Ferguson  and  Edward  Motley  Ryland 
moved  to  Missouri.  Edwin  became  a  prominent  business  man  in  St.  Louis,  and 
John  Ferguson  a  distinguished  member  of  the  Supreme  Court  of  the  State  of 
Missouri,  and  the  father  of  sixteen  children  whose  progeny  extend  across  the 
continent ." 

In  Col.  Abs  of  Va.  by  Fleet,  Vol.  6,  can  be  found  Bible  records  of  the 
Ryland  Family  and  a  note  by  Beverly  Fleet  in  which  he  sayss  Joseph  Ryland 
was  of  Essex  Co.  Va.,  living  close  to  the  King  and  Queen  line,  was  of  that 
community  and  was,  of  course,  ancestor  of  the  innumerable  King  and  Queen  Co. 
Rylands . 


The  home  of  the  Rylands  is  about  2-^  miles  beyond  Minor,  Va,  The  pre¬ 
sent  house,  with  quaint  wood -work,  was  built  and  lived  in  by  the  family  and 
is  now  deserted.  The  Ryland  graveyard  is  in  a  field  to  the  right,  between 
the  houses  and  barns,  and  has  been  plowed  over  many  times,  so  that  no  sign 
remains  of  the  family,  except  in  the  name  of  the  run  to  the  back  -  "Ryland '^s 
Run." 


The  will  of  John  Ferguson  is  in  Essex  Co.  Va,,  Will  Bk  12,  p  3^2. 
(1763-1771)  and  the  will  of  Joseph  Ryland  is  in  Bk  12  (1762-1775)*  In  Ken¬ 
tucky  Wills,  by  King,  Jessamine  Co.  Ky.,  Dec.  2,  I8II,  is  the  record  of  the 
administration  of  the  will  of  Joseph  Ryland,  Rosy  Ryland,  admx. 

The  Ryland  descent  of  the  Ayres'  children  follows s 

Francis  Kirtley,  d  1763-  Wales  to  Culpeper  Co.  Va,  md  Miss  James  and  Miss 
1  Roberts 

William  Kirtley,  Capt.  in  Am.  Revolution  md  Sarah  Early 
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1 

Margaret  Kirtley  Id  I76O  md  Simeon  Buford,  Ensign  and  Capt.  in  Rev. 

John  and.  Ann  Ferguson 
1 

John  and  Sarah  Ferguson  died  1769,  Essex  Co.  Va. 

1 

Elizabeth  Ferguson,  md  7-23-I765,  Joseph  Ryland 
1 

Joseph  Ryland  md  Rosanna  Motley 
1 

John  Ferguson  Ryland  b  11-2-1797,  K.  &  Q,  Co.  Va.  md  9-21-1835  Elizabeth 
1  Gabriella  Buford 

Xenophen  Ryland  md  Caroline  Foster  Ford  b  3-I6-I815  on  I-3I-I866 

T_ 

Elizabeth  Buford  Ryland  md  Samuel  Plunkett  Ayres 

Lto  Thomas  Broaddus,  Carolina  Co.  Va,  (in  Revolution)  md  Ann  Redd 
1 

Catherine  Broaddus  md  Edwin  Motley 
1 

Rosanna  Motley  md.  Joseph.  Ryland 
1 

John  Ferguson  Ryland  md  2nd  Elizabeth  Gabriella  Buford 
1 

Xenophen  Ryland  md  Caroline  Foster  Ford 
1 

Elizabeth  Buford  Ryland  m.d  Samue.l  P.lunkett  Ayres 

Richard  Stee.le  md  Rebecca  Makemie 
1 

Jane  Steele  md  John  Hueston 
1 

Nancy  .Hueston  md  George  Graham 
1 

Caroline  Grah.am  md  Col.  Richard  Foster,  member  of  staff  of  Pres.  Andrew 
1  Jackson 

Caroline  Foster  md  Col.  John  R,  Ford  in  I83I,  Natchez,  Miss. 

1 

Caroline  Foster  Ford  md  Xenophen  Ryland 

John  Early  (l642-l694)  Ireland  to  Va.,  md  Margaret  Loyall,  dau  of  William 
1  and  Elizabeth  Loyall 

Thomas  Early  b  l682,  Lancaster  Co.  Va.  md  1704  Elizabeth  Johnson  d  I716 
1 

Lt.  Jeremiah  Early  (1705-I78T)  French  and  Indian  War  md  I728  Elizabeth 
1  Buford 

Sarah  Early  md  Wm.  Kirtley  (d  1795.>  Culpeper  Co.  Va.)  Capt.  American  Revo- 
1  lution 

Margaret  Kirtley  b  I76O  md  Simeon  Buford,  Ensign  and  Capt.  in  Rev. 
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1 

Major  Simeon  Buford  b  1T8T  (War  l,8l2)  md  Elizabeth  Twyman 
1 

Elizabeth  Gabriella  Buford  md  John  Ferguson  Ryland 
1 

Xenophen  Ryland  md  Caroline  Foster  Ford 
1 

Elizabeth  Buford  Ryland  md  Samuel  Plunkett  Ayres 

Richard  Buford  (Beaufort)  to  Lancaster  Co.  Va,  1656  md  Miss  Vause  dau  of 
1  John 

John  Buford  ( 1642-1722)  md  Elizabeth  Parrott^  b  1645;  Di'i  1662^  dau  of  Richard 
1  and  Elizabeth  Parrott 

Thomas  Buford  (l663~lTl8)  md  168I  Mary 
1 

Thomas  Buford  (1682-I761)  md  Elizabeth  (i6T5-1T6i) 

1 

Elizabeth  Buford  b  1709  md  1728  Lt.  Col.  Jeremiah  Early  (1705-87) 

1 

Agatha  Buford  b  I705  md  George  Twyman 
1 

John  Buford  b  I707  md  1735  Judith  Philllpe;  dau  of  Count  Claude  Phillipe  de 
1  Richbourh 

Simeon  Buford;  b  175^;  Ensign  and  Capt.  in  Rev.  md  Margaret  Klrtley;  I720. 

1  He  was  b  12-I9-I757  in  Va.  d  Ky.  l840 

Major  Simeon  Buford  b  1787^  (War  l8l2)  md  Elizabeth  Twyman 
1 

Elizabeth  Gabriella  Buford  md  John  Ferguson  Ryland 
1 

Xenophen  Ryland  md  Caroline  Foster  Ford 
1 

Elizabeth  Buford  Ryland  md  Samuel  Plunkett  Ayres 

Peter  Montague 
1 

Peter  Montague  (1636-I702)  md  I663  Ma,ry  Minor 
1 

Katherine  Montague  I678;  md  George  Twyman  (1676-I7Q3)  md  1697 
1 

George  Twyman  b  I698  d  1734  md  Agatha  Buford  dau  of  Thos.  and  Elizabeth 
1 

William  Twyman  (1727-I8IO)  md  Winifred  Cowherd  Pvt.  Am.  Rev.  and  on  Committee 
1  of  Safety 

Reuben  Twyman  (1758-I839)  md  Margaret  Griffin  (Am.  Rev.  Pvt.  Va.  Mil). 

1 

Elizabeth  Twyman  md  Simeon  Buford  (Major  War  l8l2) 

1 

Elizabeth  Gabriella  Buford  md  John  Ferguson  Ryland 
1 

Xenophen  Ryland  md  Caroline  Foster  Ford 
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1 

Elizabeth  Buford  Ryland  md  Samuel  Plunkett  Ayres 

The  Ford  genealogy  is  not  clear.  There  are  many  Ford  lines  shown 
in  other  parts  of  this  book.  Col.  John  R.  Ford,  b  Danville,  Ky.,  May  8, 
1801,  was  the  son  of  Charles  and  Elizabeth  Ford. 


4.  Sallie  Margaret  Ayres,  dau  of  Manlius  A.  and  Theresa  Virginia 
(Dorsey)  Ayres,  was  b  in  Pettis  Co.  Mo.  on  Jan.  20,  1879.  She  was  md 
in  her  home  in  Sedalia,  Mo.,  on  June  1902,  to  Clifford  Lee  Allen, 
son  of  Henry  Clay  and  Mary  (Shrewsbuiy)  Allen,  with  her  uncle.  Rev.  W. 

P.  Dorsey,  the  officiating  clergyman.  Clifford  Lee  Allen  was  ii- in 
Clinton,  Mo.  on  lov.  I9,  I878. 

Dr.  Allen  served  in  the  Spanish -American  War  with  Co.  F  2nd  Reg. 
National  Guard  of  Mo.  He  also  was  Capt.  in  the  115th  Field  Artillery, 
National  Guard  of  Tenn.  for  a  number  of  years. 

Dr.  Clifford  L.  Allen  was  graduated  from  the  Kansas  City  Veteri¬ 
nary  College,  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  on  April  11.  I909.  He  practiced  at 
Harrisonville  and  Sedalia,  Mo.,  and  was  in  the  Government  service  as 
Inspector  in  packing  companies  in  Chicago.  He  resided  and  practiced 
in  Natchez,  Miss.,  Marlin,  Texas,  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  and  in  1924  he  came 
to  Memphis,  where  he  has  resided  and  practiced  since,  having  a  small 
animal  clinic,  though  he  also  does  large  animal  practice. 

Dr.  Allen  belongs  to  the  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  on  the 
services  of  George  Warth,  who  guarded  Hessian  prisoners.  His  National 
No.  Is  34,378.  Mrs.  Alienas  No.  In  DAR  Is  189,508.  She  belonged  to 
the  United  States  Daughters  of  l8l2  on  the  service  of  her  great  grand¬ 
father,  Matthias  Ayres.  She  also  belonged  to  the  United  Daughters  of 
the  Confederacy,  Enmiett  McDonald  Chapter,  Sedalia,  Mo.,  =ff630  on  the 
record  of  her  father,  M.  A.  Ayres,  who  organized  the  Chapter,  one  uncle 
and  four  great  uncles  who  served  In  the  C.S.A. 

Clifford  Lee  Alienas  father,  Henry  Clay  Allan,  was  b  in  Clinton, 
Henry  Co.  Mo.,  April  I3,  l848,  and  d  there  on  Dec.  20,  I926.  He  was 
md  in  Clinton,  Mo.  on  Sept.  3^  I872,  to  Mary  Shrewsbury,  who  was  b  in 
Kanawha  Co.  W.  Va,  Jan.  3;  1854,  and  d  in  Clinton,  Mo.,  July  22,  I9OI. 

For  the  Colonial  and  Revolutionary  lines  of  Dr.  Allen,  see  following 
pages . 

Clifford  Lee  and  Sallie  Margaret  (Ayres)  Allen  have  three  children: 

1.  Mary  Virginia  Allen  was  b  In  Redlands,  California,  Oct.  8,  1903* 
She  attended  various  public  schools  In  towns  where  the  Allens  lived,  and 
graduated  from  high  school  in  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  May  26,  1922,  She  at¬ 
tended  Mississippi  State  College  for  Women  at  Colimibus,  Miss,  for  two 
years  and  graduated  from  the  University  of  Tennessee  in  June  1927*  She 
is  a  member  of  the  oldest  Greek  letter  Sorority  in  the  world,  the  Alpha 
Delta  Pi,  which  was  founded  at  Wesleyan,  Macon,  Ga.  I85I,  being  initiated 
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in  the  Alpha  Kappa  Chapter^  of  which  she  has  been  vice-president  in  Memphis. 

Mary  Virginia  Allen  was  married  at  Marion,  Ark.,  in  the  Baptist  Parson¬ 
age,  on  Nov.  24,  1927^  to  George  Wyatt  James,  son  of  Otho  Edward  and  Bertha 
(Hickman)  James.  He  was  b  at  Montrose,  Miss,  on  Sept.  21,  I908.  Mr.  and 
Mrs.  James  had  two  children,  George  Wyatt  James,  Jr.  and  Clifford  Lee  James. 

1.  George  Wyatt  James,  Jr.  was  b  at  Yazoo  City,  Miss,  on  March  29^ 

1929.  He  was  baptised  in  Trinity  Methodist  Church,  Memphis,  Tenn,  on  Aug. 

4,  1929^  by  Dr.  C<,  C*  Grimes,  the  minister.  He  attended  various  public  and 
private  schools  and  graduated  from  high  school  at  Christian  Brothers  College, 
Memphis,  Tenn.  on  June  25,  194?;  with  honors.  He  is  talented  in  music,  and 
attended  the  Southwestern  College  of  Music  after  several  years  with  private 
teachers.  He  entered  Christian  Bros.  College  in  the  fall  of  194T*  He  also 
attended  Memphis  State  University.  He  enlisted  in  the  U.  S,  Navy  at  Memphis 
on  Jan,  5;  1948,  and  completed  his  boot  training  at  San  Diego,  California. 
Was  honorably  discharged  on  July  27,  1948,  account  hypertension.  Since  that 
date,  he  has  spent  several  years  in  California,  having  fallen  a  victim  to 
the  California  "bug"  while  at  San  Diego. 

2.  Clifford  Lee  James,  son  of  George  Wyatt  and  Mary  Virginia  (Allen) 
James,  was  b  at  Gartly-Ramsey  Hospital,  Memphis,  Tennessee,  on  Nov.  16, 

1932,  and  was  named  for  his  grandfather  Allen,  He  was  baptised  at  Trinity 
Methodist  Church,  Memphis,  on  April  8,  1934,  by  the  pastor.  Dr.  E,  G.  Ham- 
lett. 

When  Lee  was  but  16,  he  joined  the  National  Guard  at  Memphis,  Battery 
C,  115th  Field  Artillery,  on  June  l4,  1949.  He  was  promoted  to  Cpl.  on 
July  6,  I95O;  and  was  Inducted  into  the  army  Aug.  I9,  1950  for  basic  train¬ 
ing,  which  was  completed  at  Camp  Carson,  Colo.,  in  1951*  He  was  sent  to 
Korea,  Jan.  23^  1951^  with  his  Nat.  Guard  Battalion.  He  served  in  the  Fifth 
Army  in  Korea,  later  the  8th  Array,  under  Lt,  James  A.  Van  Fleet  of  Memphis, 
2nd  Div.  10th  Corps,  Gen.  Edward  A.  Almond,  Commander,  196th  Field  Artil¬ 
lery  Btn.  Nat  Guards,  Col,  Tothacher,  Battery  C.,  Lt.  Chandler,  Warrant 
Officer,  The  115th  Field  Artillery,  the  same  one  to  which  Lee  and  Joel's 
grandfather  belonged,  was  changed  to  the  196th  F.A. 

Lee  arrived  at  Pusan,  Korea,  Feb.  9;  1951;  and  was  in  combat  from  April 
8,  1951  to  Feb.  5;  1952.  He  and  his  cousin,  Joel  James  Troy,  were  together 
until  Joel's  death  in  Korea,  an  unusual  circ\mistance,  but  they  were  both 
"babies",  who  would  not  allow  their  parents  to  get  them  out  of  the  army. 

They  were  in  the  same  battery,  same  tent,  same  fox-hole,  on  the  same  gun, 
and  are  now  resting  in  the  same  cemetery.  Memorial  Park,  at  Memphis.  They 
were  both  on  the  same  Howitzer  155  gun,  Joel  being  the  chief  gunner,  and 
are  experiencing  the  same  glory  in  Heaven,  for,  "If  I  die  it  will  be  glory, 
if  I  live  it  will  be  grace." 

Lee  returned  home  from  Korea  Jan,  29,  1953;  not  knowing  that  Joel  had 
reached  home  first  and  been  laid  to  rest.  He  called  his  parents  from  San 
Francisco  and  told  his  mother,  "I  had  to  leave  Joel  in  Korea, "  but  was  told 
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that  Joel  was  already  home. 

Lee  was  dismissed. from  .Camp  Breckenridge,  Ky.,  where  the  Memphis 
hoys  were  processed  on  their  return  from  Korea.  It  is  located  across 
the  road  from  St.  Vincent  Academy^  where  Joel^  Clifford  and  John  Troy, 
Lee  and  George  James  had  attended  school  in  1938-39*  Lee  and  Joel  were 
not  only  cousins,  hut  devoted  friends.  Lee  was  discharged  from  the 
National  Guards  on  June  13,  1953  and  re-enlisted  at  once,  at  Memphis. 

He  was  promoted  to  1st  Sgt.,  Nov.  2,  1953*  He  received  his  high  school 
diploma  from  Christian  Bros.  College,  Memphis,  in  March  195^*  Determin¬ 
ed  to  fly,  he  was  accepted  for  training  as  Naval  Aviator  Cadet  on  April 
12,  195^*  He  passed  the  test  on  Mar.  l8,  195^ »  He  attended  Memphis 
State  University  1953-5^^  and  took  exams  prior  to  his  training  at  Pensa 
cola,  Florida,  and  was  graduated  and  received  his  wings  on  Oct.  12, 
1955^  near  Pensacola,  as  2nd  Lieut.,  Naval  Marine  Corps  Aviator,  (Heli¬ 
copter).  Lee’s  hi^  school  fraternity  was  Theta  Kappa  Omega  and  his 
college  Frat  was  the  Kappa  Alpha - 

On  Oct.  15,  1955^  Clifford  Lee  James  was  married  to  Martha  Joy  Fry 
daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  William  Ross  Fry,  of  Memphis,  at  the  Central 
Baptist  Church,  Memphis,  hy  the  pastor. 

They  were  stationed  at  Camp  LeJuene,  N«  C.  He  was  promoted  to 
First  Lieut,  in  Feh.  1957*  At  LeJuene  he  served  as  Squadron  Legal 
Officer  and  Prosecutor  in  Court  Martials.  On  Feh.  26,  1957^  he  was 
sent  to  the  Panama  Canal  Zone  in  place  of  the  Captain  who  was  ill,  for 
the  testing  of  helicopters.  He  volimteered  for  the  work,  and  more  than 
2000  had  been  tested,  when,  early  in  the  morning  of  March  l4,  1957^  his 
plane  crashed,  killing  him  immediately,  the  co-pilot  and  a  passenger. 

He  was  at  the  controls  when  the  accident  occ\irred  at  the  Naval  Air 
Station  at  Coca  Sola,  Canal  Zone. 

Lee  was  a  very  religious  hoy  always,  and  worked  with  the  Chaplain 
both  in  Korea  and  at  Camp  LeJuene.  His  chaplain  and  co-pilot  (who  was 
not  with  him  in  Panama),  and  seven  Lieutenants  from  Camp  LeJuene,  accom 
panied  the  body  to  Memphis,  where  he  had  a  full  military  service,  many 
of  the  men  from  the  Navy  Base  at  Millington  being  there,  in  formation. 
His  Chaplain  told  his  parents  after  his  death,  that  Lee  had  planned 
after  his  assignment  in  the  Air  Force  was  finished,  to  study  for  the 
ministry  of  the  Methodist  Church.  His  sacrifice  was  made  for  his  coun¬ 
try  as  if  he  had  been  killed  in  combat. 

These  lines  by  Mrs.  Adelaide  Wilmer  Price,  are  copied  here,  with 
her  consent,  in  memory  of  our  "Lee-baby",  as  we  called  him  when  he  was 
small: 


"Where  have  the  years  gone? 
Flying,  flyin  — 

New  years  and  old  years. 
Dying,  dying. 
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Youth,  with  the  years,  gone. 

Flying,  flying  — - 
Love  years  and  joy  years. 

Dying,  dying. 

One  day  a  lad  ¥ent 
Flying,  flying  --- 
For  his  land,  our  homeland. 

Dying,  d3d.ng.” 

2.  Josephine  Allen,  dau^ter  of  Clifford  Lee  and  Margaret  (Ayres) 
Allen,  ¥as  h  In  Sedalla,  Mo.  on  Sept.  J,  1905*  She  graduated  frcm  high 
school  In  Yazoo  City,  Miss,  on  May  26,  1922  and  later  attended  Mississippi 
Synodical  College  at  Holly  Springs,  Miss,,  ¥here  she  majored  in  music, 

Josephine  Allen  ¥as  md  at  Scared  Heart  Church,  Menphis,  Term.,  on 
Sept,  20,  1927^  hy  Rev.  Father  Mahoney,  to  John  Troy,  of  Yazoo  City,  Miss,, 
son  of  John  and  Margaret  Ann  (Colton)  Troy.  He  ¥as  h  in  Yazoo  City,  Dec. 

28,  1895*  He  attended  several  schools  In  Yazoo  City  and  the  South,  gradu¬ 
ating  fran  St.  Claia  Academy  In  Yazoo  City  in  1911^  from  St,  Stanislaus  of 
Bay  St.  Louis,  Miss,  in  1913 ^  and  from  St,  Charles  Academy  of  Grand  Gateau, 
La.  in  1919*  He  ¥as  especially  talented  in  music  and  art. 

During  the  First  World  War  John  Ttqj  ¥as  a  member  of  Supply  Co,  31^; 
unattached,  of  the  32nd  Division,  supposed  to  have  been.  He  sailed  from 
the  United  States  for  France  on  June  5^  19 John  Troy  died  at  Yazoo  City, 
Miss.,  on  Sept.  10,  1938^  and  is  buried  in  the  cemetery  there  beside  various 
members  of  the  Troy  family,  he  being  the  fourth  John  Troy  burled  there . 

John  and  Josephine  (Allen)  Troy  had  three  children,  John  Troy,  Clifford 
Allen  Troy  and  Joel  James  Troy. 

John  Troy  V,  son  of  John  and  Josephine  (Allen)  Troy,  ¥as  b  in  Yazoo 
City,  Miss,  on  Oct.  28,  I.928.  He  attended  several  schools  in  Yazoo  City, 

St.  Vincentes  Academy,  in  Kentucky,  Morris  school  for  Boys  at  Searcy,  Ark,, 
Mississippi  Heights  Academy  at  Blue  Mountain,  Miss,,  Sublaco  Academy,  at 
Sublaco,  Ark,,  and  ¥as  graduated  frcm  high  school  at  Christian  Brothers 
College,  Momphls,  on  May  26,  .19^6,  after  attending  seven  schools  in  his  IT 
years.  He  enlisted  in  the  U*  S.  Wavy  on  Aug.  6,  19^6,  and  was  assigned  for 
boot  training  to  Camp  Balnbridge,  Md, 

John  Troy  V.  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  Navy  after  three  years ^ 
service  on  Oct.  6,  19^9  and  arrived  home  on.  Oct.  8th.  He  ¥as  married  that 
same  day,  at  Hernando,  Miss,,  to  Hilda  Frances  Sanders,  ¥ho  ¥as  b  at  Oxford, 
Miss.,  Jan.  7^  I928.  The  religious  ceremony  ¥as  performed  on  Nov.  20,  19^9^ 
by  the  Rev.  Father  Elliott.  Hilda  Frances  is  the  daughter  of  Cordis  Aaron 
and  Katie  Lou  (Ho¥e)  Sanders,  Mrs.  Sanders  is  the  dau  of  Henry  Ho¥e  and 
Martha  McCain.  Cordis  A,  Sanders  is  the  son  of  Meda  Johnson  and  Ada  (Ray) 
Sanders.  John  Troy  is  employed  in  civil  service,  having  lately  transferred 
from  Mallory  Air  Force  Works  at  Memphis  to  the  ballistic  missiles  department 
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at  Redstone,  Huntsville,  Alabama. 

John  Paul  and  Hilda  Frances  (Sanders)  Troy  have  three  children, 
as  follows: 

John  Troy  VI,  h  Memphis,  Tenn.,  July  26,  1950; 

Joel  James  Troy,  h  Memphis,  Hov.  17^  1953; 

Katie  Lei^  Troy,  h  Memphis,  Dec.  17,  1959* 

Margaret  Ann  Colton,  who  was  the  mother  of  John  Troy  IV,  was  h  Dec. 
11,  1852.  She  was  married  to  John  Troy,  Dec.  27,  1893*  He  was  horn 
July  31^  18^9^  and  died  Feh.  I9,  1905*  Margaret  Colton  was  the  dau^ter 
of  Francis  and  Ann  Colton,  and  Francis  Colton  was  h  Dec.  11,  I836.  Ann, 
his  wife,  was  h  Mary  4,  1839^  and  died  1853*  Francis  Colton  was  the  son 
of  John  Colton,  who  d  Oct.  6,  1853* 

2.  Clifford  Allen  Troy,  son  of  John  and  Josephine  (Allen)  Troy,  was 
h  in  Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  Hov.  "J,  1931*  He  attended  various  schools  in 
Yazoo  City,  and  private  schools,  and  received  his  credentials  from  the  U. 
S,  Havy  for  his  hi^  school  diploma,  on  Dec.  21,  1950*  He  enlised  in 
the  U*  S.  Navy  on  Jan.  7;  19^8  and  received  his  training  in  San  Diego. 
While  in  the  Navy  he  was  assigned  to  the  radio  school,  Apr.  30^  19^8. 

He  was  honorably  discharged  from  the  Navy,  Dec.  l4,  1951^  with  certifi¬ 
cate  for  honest  and  faithful  service.  He  served  on  various  ships  and 
had  shore  duty  from  Feb.  5^  1951  to  date  of  dismissal.  He  attended  var¬ 
ious  schools  in  Yazoo  City  and  private  schools  and  received  his  creden¬ 
tials  from  the  United  States  Navy  for  his  hi^  school  diploma  on  Dec. 

21,  1950. 

He  enlistediin  the  Navy  on  Jan.  7^  19^8  and  received  his  training 
in  San  Diego.  He  attended  Memphis  State  University.  He  was  employed  as 
Radio  Operator  Specialist,  Civil  Aeronautic  Adm.,  in  Atlanta,  Ga.  He  at 
present  resides  in  Memphis  where  he  is  connected  with  the  Marquette  Ce¬ 
ment  Co . 

Clifford  Allen  Troy  was  md  at  Hernando,  Miss.,  July  25,  19^9^  to 
Dolores  Jean  Baham,  dau  of  Marvin  Prentiss  and  Patsy  Ruth  Baham.  She 
was  b  New  Orleans  May  30,  1933*  They  were  divorced  on  Nov.  "J,  1951*  He 
married  second  on  Nov.  8,  1952,  in  the  Church  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament, 
Memphis,  to  Smiles  Virginia  Clark,  dau  of  Robert  Lee  and  Ruby  (Bllssard) 
Clarke.  Virginia  Clarke  was  b  Aug.  25,  1927  at  Blytheville,  Ark.  The 
maiden  name  of  Ruby  Bids  sard  ^s  mother  was  Mary  Thorne. 

Clifford  Allen  and  Virginia  (Clarke)  Troy  have  two  children,  Sally 
Ann  Troy,  b  Memphis,  Tenn.,  Nov.  4,  1954.  She  is  named  for  two  of  her 
great  grandmothers.  A  second  child,  Clifford  Lee  Troy,  was  b  Memphis, 
Oct.  10,  i960. 

3*  Joel  James  Troy,  son  of  John  and  Josephine  (Allen)  Troy,  was  b 
Yazoo  City,  Miss.,  Jan.  9^  1934.  Joel  attended  schools  in  Yazoo  City, 
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St.  Vincentes  Academy^  St.  Vincent,  Ky. ,  and  in  Memphis.  He  received  his 
hi^  school  diploma  from  the  army  on  Dec.  21,  1950° 

Joel  joined  the  Tennessee  National  Guard  on  Jan.  9^  19^^  at  the  age 
of  l4,  misrepresenting  his  age.  He  later  persuaded  his  cousin,  Lee  James, 
to  join  also.  Lee  was  a  little  more  than  a  year  older  than  Joel.  Their 
grandfadier.  Dr.  C.  L.  Allen,  had  been  a  Capt.  in  the  same  "battalion  "before 
the  army  was  mechanized.  It  was  the  115th  Field  Artillery,  later  the  196th 
F.A*  Joel  was  promoted  to  Cpl.  in  19^9°  His  basic  training,  after  being 
inducted  into  the  army  at  Camp  Carson,  Colo.  On  Jan.  16,  1951^  be  left  camp 
for  the  West  Coast,  and  even  at  that  late  date  he  and  Lee  could  have  gotten 
out  of  the  army  on  account  of  their  youth,  but  they  would  not  allow  their 
parents  to  do  this.  The  authorities  discovered  the  truth  about  Joel^s  age 
after  he  reached  Korea  and  tried  to  dismiss  him,  but  he  begged  to  stay.  Joel 
and  Lee  were  together  all  the  way,  which  is  not  usually  permitted,  but  being 
cousins  and  extremely  young,  it  was  allowed.  Joel  was  known  as  ’'Baby  Troy" 
in  his  battalion.  The  two  fired  the  big  155  nna  Howitzer,  and  Joel  was  chief 
gunner.  Lee  left  for  Japan  for  his  five  day  rest  period  the  day  before  Joel 
was  killed,  otherwise,  he  too  would  have  been  killed  then.  His  supply  was 
so  badly  wounded  that  he  died  soon.  Joel  was  killed  at  11  P.M,,  Sept.  3^ 
1951^  instantly,  by  the  explosion  of  the  big  gun.  He  was  awarded  posthum¬ 
ously  the  Purple  Heart.  Joel*s  body  was  escorted  from  New  York  City  by 
Cpl.  Moran  and  arrived  in  Memphis,  Jan.  10,  1952,  the  day  after  his  six¬ 
teenth  birthday.  The  following  requiem  mass  was  said  by  Father  Elliott  at 
the  Church  of  the  Blessed  Sacrament  in  Memphis,  with  the  Catholic  HIX  School 
Band  playing.  He  was  laid  to  rest  in  Memorial  Park  Cemetery,  will  full  mil¬ 
itary  honors  and  his  buddies  who  had  returned  from  Korea  acting  as  pall¬ 
bearers,  Ironically,  Joel^s  promotion  to  Sergeant  came  through  the  day  he 
was  killed. 

Below  is  copied  portions  of  a  letter  to  Joel'^s  mother,  Josephine  (Allen) 
Troy,  from  Capt,  James  R,  Chandler,  dated  Nov.  2,  1951° 

Dear  Mrs.  Troyj 

Evelyn,  my  wife,  has  written  to  me  about  your  not  receiving  my 
letter  notifying  you  of  your  son,  Joel^s  death.  If  by  now  you  have  received 
it,  you  will  agree  with  me  that  it  is  a  very  Inadequate  means  of  letting  you 
know  some  of  the  circumstances  that  may  be  of  benefit  to  you. 


I  feel  that  Joel,  along  with  the  other  boys  that  came  with  us  from 
Memphis,  was  very  closely  related  to  us.  So,  I  am  going  to  tell  you  about 
him  in  a  personal  way.  As  you  probably  know  the  men  in  the  battery  called 
him  "Baby  Troy"  because  of  his  age  and  because  of  his  clean  cut  features  wh¬ 
ich  made  his  age  so  obvious.  The  men  in  his  gun  section  have  affectionately 
named  their  new  gun  "Tbe  Baby",  in  his  memory,  and  have  it  painted  on  the 
shield  for  all  to  see.  There  is  a  standing  order  in  the  battery  that  no 
gun  or  truck  will  be  named,  but  we  have  made  this  an  exception,  as  we  all 
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feel  that  he  ¥0111(1  he  pleased  with  it. 

No  doubt  Evelyn  has  told  you  that  I  went  to  mass  with  him  on  Sunday 
and  that  at  the  last  mass  he  attended,  we  were  all  given  absolution  by 
the  Priest.  I  tell  you  this  as  I  understand  that  you  are  a  Catholic  and 
being  one  can  realize  that  if  every  person  who  died  had  that  opportunity 
they  would  do  so  gladly,  knowing  they  would  go  to  Heaven,  which  is  truly 
the  intimate  goal  of  our  being  here  in  this  world. 

Mrs.  Troy,  I  hope  that  I  haven't  renewed  any  of  your  grief  by 
writing  this,  and  I  feel,  if  I  thought  it  would,  I  wouldn't  mail  it.  I 
wanted  to  write  sooner,  but  I  just  didn't  know  what  to  say  or  how  to 
say  it,  for  fear  of  doing  more  harm  than  good,  so  I  have  put  it  off  un¬ 
til  now.  Evelyn  has  written  to  me  several  times,  saying  that  you  hadn't 
received  any  word  from  me,  so  at  the  risk  of  your  getting  this  before 
you  do  receive  my  official  letter,  I  will  mail  it  tomorrow. 

If  there  is  anything  you  would  like  to  have  cleared  up  for  you, 
please  don't  hesitate  to  ask  us,  as  we  will  gladly  do  all  we  can  to  be 
of  assistance  to  you. 

Josephine  (Allen)  Troy  was  married  to  Robert  Lee  Fitzgerald  on  Oct. 

1939^  in  the  Catholic  Church,  Frayser,  Tenn.  They  were  divorced  on 
Jme  h,  19^0,  in  Jackson,  Miss. 

3.  Clifford  Ayres  Parker  Allen,  son  of  Dr.  Clifford  Lee  and  Sallie 
Margaret  (Ayres)  Allen,  was  b  at  Marlin,  Texas,  July  28,  1915*  The 
"Parker"  was  dropped  from  his  name  a  few  days  after  his  birth,  and  the 
name  Clifford  Ayres  Allen  retained. 

Clifford  attended  various  public  schools  in  towns  where  his  parents 
lived  and  graduated  from  high  school  at  Christian  Brothers  College,  Mem¬ 
phis,  Tenn,,  on  June  3^  193^*  His  high  school  fraternity,  which  he 
served  as  president,  was  the  Delta  Phi  Omega.  He  attended  the  University 
of  Tenn.  at  Knoxville  for  two  years,  where  he  joined  the  Alpha  Tau  Omega 
Fraternity,  serving  on  the  Fraternity  Coiuncil,  and  was  also  a  member  of 
the  Beaver  Club,  and  member  of  the  Inter-Fraternity  Council.  He  attend¬ 
ed  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  for  four  years,  and  graduated  there  in 
June,  19^1^  being  President  of  his  class  of  students  of  Veterinary  medi¬ 
cine. 


Clifford  Ayres  Allen  was  married  at  Carrollton,  Miss,  on  Jan.  24, 
19^3^  at  the  home  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  James  Shackelford,  to  Pauline  Schackel- 
ford,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  John  William  Shackelford  of  Carrollton. 
Mrs.  Shackelford  was  Margaret  Lee  Buchanan  and  Mr.  J.  W.  Shacckelford  was 
the  son  of  John  William  Shackelford  and  Arabella  (Stanford)  Shackelford, 
and  was  b  Oct.  l4,  1874,  in  Carrollton.  Arabella  Stanford  was  b  March  8, 
1845,  in  Carrollton,  Miss.  Margaret  Lee  Buchanan  was  the  dau  of  George 
Alexander  Buchanan  and  Emma  McMillen.  She  was  b  Sept.  24,  1881,  Carrol¬ 
lton,  Miss.  Pauline  Shackelford  Allen  was  bom  at  Carrollton,  Miss.  Nov. 

23;  1915. 
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Dr.  Clifford  A.  Allen  engaged  in  the  practice  of  Veterinary  medicine 
in  Greenville^  Miss,,  in  19^1,  in  partnership  vith  Dr.  Norton.  On  the  death 
of  Dr.  Norton,  his  partner.  Dr.  C.  A»  Allen  took  in  a  partner  and  is  the 
senior  memher  of  the  partnership  of  Allen  &  Allen.  They  have  a  modem  small 
animal  clinic  in  Greenville. 

Dr,  Allen  is  a  Reserve  Commissioned  Officer,  Reserved  Corps,  in  the 
Army  of  the  United  States,  with  grade  of  Captain,  appointed  on  Oct.  15,  1952. 

Dr.  Clifford  Ayres  and  Pauline  (Shackelford)  Allen  have  two  children 
as  follows? 

1.  Margaret  Lee  Allen,  h  in  Greenwood,  Miss.,  in  hospital  there,  on 

June  7^  19^5 ^  the  anniversary  of  the  wedding  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  C«  L,  Al- 

len,  her  grandparents.  She  was  named  Margaret  Lee  for  them  and  for  her 
maternal  grandmother,  whose  name  was  Margaret  Lee  Shackelford, 

2.  Clifford  Paul  Allen,  horn  at  Greenville,  Miss.,  June  2,  19^7*  He 
is  named  for  his  parents. 

5.  Nellie  Prances  Ayres,  daughter  of  Manlius  A.  and  Theresa  Virginia 
(Dorsey)  Ayres,  was  h  at  Georgetown,  Pettis  Co.  Mo,,  on  April  24,  I88I.  She 
is  the  compiler  of  this  record  of  the  Ayres ^  family,  as  well  as  others  of 
her  ancestral  lines. 

She  was  connected  with  the  office  of  the  J.  A»  Lamy  Mfg.  Co.  at  Sedalia 
for  twenty-five  years,  hut  since  March  I928  has  lived  in  Memphis,  where  she 
makes  her  home  with  her  sister  and  hrother-in-law.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Allen,  in 
Memphis,  She  was,  for  several  years,  Secretary  of  Trinity  Methodist  Church, 
of  Memphis. 

6,  Josephine  Ayres,  dau  of  ManlluB  A.  and  Theresa  Virginia  (Dorsey) 
Ayres,  was  h  in  Pettis  Co.  Mo,,  on  Feh.  4,  I883,  at  ” Green  Lawn",  She  d  at 
St.  Mary^s  Hospital  (formerly  Maywood  Hospital),  with  whiah  she  had  heen 
connected  for  several  years  as  bookkeeper,  on  Dec,  16,  1919*  She  was  un¬ 
married  and  is  hurled  in  Crown  Hill  Cemetery  at  Sedalia,  heslde  her  father, 
mother  and  oldest  sister, 

2.  Matthias  Lamartine  Ayres,  son  of  Dr.  Samuel  and  Priscilla  (Priest) 
Ayres,  was  h  in  Pettis  Co.,  Mo.,  on  Feh,  28,  I85O,  and  d  unm  on  Dec,  1,  I906, 
in  the  old  home,  "Rosehower"  where  he  was  horn,  and  in  latter  years  lived 
with  his  mother.  He  is  hurled  in  High  Point  Cemetery,  near  Hughesville, 

Mo.  heside  his  mother.  Matthias  L.  Ayres  spent  a  number  of  years  in  Colo¬ 
rado,  in  the  mining  district,  hut  returned  to  Pettis  Co.  in  l897» 

This  completes  the  record  of  the  descendants  of  Samuel  Matthias  and 
Priscilla  Prances  (Priest)  Ayres  to  date.  On  pages  following  may  he  found 
copies  of  old  letters  from  him  and  from  his  son,  Manlius  A.  Ayres. 
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SOME  OF  THE  COLONIAL  &  RE70LUIE0MRY  HUES  OF  CLIFFOED  LEE  ALLEN 


RoLert  Warth  to  Virginia  1720  md  Ann  Harrison  (aunt  of  tHe  President) 

1 

George  ¥arth  (l747-l8l2)  md  Hannah  Berry  (1753-1822).  He  was  an  active 
1  Minute  Man  in  campaign  of  177^ 

John  Warth  (177I-I837)  md  Priscilla  Jane  Cox  (l780-l84l) 

1 

George  Harrison  Warth  (1806-I896)  md  Mary  English  (1808-I891) 

1 

Priscilla  Jane  Warth  ( 1831-191^)  nid  Samuel  Morris  Shrewshury 
1 

Mary  Shrewsbury  md  Henry 'Clay  AJJLen  (1848-1926) 

1 

Clifford  Lee  Allen  md  Sallie  Margaret  Ayres 

Samuel  Shrewsbury  (174O-I782)  md  Elizabeth  Dabney  (174O-I830).  He  ren- 
1  dered  aid  to  the  Revolution. 

Samuel  Shrewsbury^  Jr.  (1763-I830)  md  Mary  Dickinson  (1767-1863).  He 
1  is  said  to  have  been  in  Revolutionary 

John  Dickenson  Shrewsbury  (1706-I845)  md  Nancy  Jane  Morris  ( 1792-1815 ) 

1 

Samuel  Morris  Shrewsbury  (l8l6-l864)  md  Priscilla  Jane  Warth.  He  d 

1  while  serving  in  Confederate  Army  of  yellow 

Mary  Shrewsb-ury  ( 1854-1901)  md  Henry  Clay  Allen  (1848-1926)  fever. 

Adams  Dickinson  md  Catherine  Stephenson  (Pioneers  of  Augusta  Co.  Va.) 

1 

Col.  John  Dickenson  (1731-1799)  Martha  Usher?  He  was  Capt.  in  Revo- 
1  lution. 

Mary  (Polly)  Dickinson  md  Sameul  Shrewsbury,,  Jr. 

Isaac  English,  to  American  1682  Married 
1 

John  English,  (1703-1795)  married  Miss  Wells 

1  Is  there  a  generation  missing  here? 

Job  Foster  English  (1762-I834)  md  Jane  Vance  (177I-I831) 

1 

Mary  English  (I808-I891)  md  George  Harrison  Warth  (1806-I896) 

1 

Priscilla  Jane  Warth  (l831-19l4)  md  Samuel  Morris  Shrewsbury  (l8l6-l864) 
1 

Mary  Shrewsbury  md  Henry  Clay  Allen 

Samuel  Glass  md  Mary  Gamble 
1 

James  Vance  md  Eliza  Gamble  Glass.  He  was  a  friend  of  Washington’s  and 
1  served  in  the  Revolution 

Samuel  Vance  md  Hannah  Warth  (Officer  in  Revolution) 

1 
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Jane  Vance  md  JoTd  Foster  English  (1T62-1834) 

1 

Mary  English  md  George  Harrison  Warth 
1 

Priscilla  Jane  Warth  md  Samnel  Morris  Shrewsbury 

Robert  A13.en,  native  of  Iieland  to  Va.  Md  Sue  Weaver.  Lived  in  H,  C.  and 
1  Greene  Co.  Tenn. 

James  Allen  md  Haney  Jones  (mother  of  Robert)  and  2nd  Jane  Barnard 
1 

Robert  Allen  (i80T-18T5)  md  Matilda  Barnard  (1813-I899) 

1 

Henry  Clay  Allen  md  Mary  Shrewsbury 
1 

Clifford  Lee  Allen  md  Sallle  Mar^ret  Ayres 
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Copies  of  mafri collation  cards ,  and  cai*ds  for  lectures  in  Yarioois 
classes  of  the  Medical  Department  of  St.  Louis  University,  St.  Louis, 
Missouri,  for  Samuel  M,  Ayres,  for  the  sessions  of  18^8-49. 


MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT 
of 

ST.  LOUIS  UIXTERSITT 

MEDICAL  DEPAROMENT 

ST.  LOUTS  TJUIYERSITI 

Robert  Simpson  Holmes,  M.D., 

MARTRICULATIOU 

Professor  of 

For  Mr.  Sam^l  M.  Ayres 

Session  1848-^9 

Physiology  and  Medical 

Jurisprudence 

Countersigned,  Chas.  M.  Pope 

M«  D.  Dean 

For  Mr,  Sam*l  M.  Ayres,  1848-49 

Countersigned,  R,  S.  Holmes 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT 
of 

ST.  LOUIS  UNITERSITT 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMEUT 
of 

ST.  LOUIS  UlTYERSITI 

A.  Litton,  M.  D., 

LECTURES 

By 

Professor  of  Chemistry 

Thomas  Reybum,  M.D. 

and  Pharmacy 

Professor  of  Materia  Medica 

For  Mr*  Sam*l  M.  Ayres 

Therapeutics  and  Medical 

Juri spxudence 

Countersigned,  A.  Litton 

For  Mr.  Sam^l  M,  Ayres 

Session  1848-49 

Session  1848-49 

Countersigned,  Thomas  Reyburn 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT 
of 

ST.  LOUIS  UNIVERSITT 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT 
of 

ST.  LOUIS  urmrERsiTi 

Me.  M.  McPdeeters,  M.D., 

James  Blake,  M*D, 

Professor  of  Clinical  Medicine 
and  Pathology  Anatomy 

Professor  of  Special  and  Sur¬ 
gical  Anatomy 

For  Mr.  Sam’l  M.  Ayres 

Session  1848-49 

Countersigned,  Mm.  M.  McPheeters 

For  Mr,  Sam^l  M.  Ayres 

Session  1848-49 
Countersigned,  James  M.  Blake 
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MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT 

ST.  LOUIS  UNIVERSITV- 

K,  L,  Linton,  M,  D. 

Professor  of  the  Principles 
and  Practice  of  Medicine 

For  Mr.  Sam^l  M.  Ayres 

Session  1848-49 

Countersigned,  K.  L,  Linton 


SAINT  LOUIS  UNIVERSITT 

MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT 

Lectures  on  Obstetrics  and 
the  Diseases  of  Women  and 
Children 

M.  M.  Pallen,  M.  D. 
Session  1848-49 
For  Mr.  Sam*l  M.  Ayres 


ST.  LOUIS  UNIVERSITT 
MEDICAL  DEPARTMENT 

LECTURES 

on  the 

Principles  and  Practice 
of  Surgery 

Chas.  A.  Pope,  M.  D. 

For  Mr.  Sam^l  M.  Ayres 
Session  1848-49 
Countersigned,  Chas.  A.  Pope 


Countersigned,  M,  M.  Pallen 


Ho-w  much  joy  -  or  sorrow  -  a  letter  can  hringi  Probably  no 
other  one  thing  can  mean  so  much.  They  are  endowed  with  a  sort 
of  earthly  immortality^  an  indestructibility  which  resists  every¬ 
thing  except  flames.  They  have  helped  to  make  and  to  record  the 
history  of  the  world. 

This  state  is  reflected  in  the  letters  of  a  hundred  years  ago^ 
when  people  wrote  in  graceful,  flowing  language,  if  stilted  -  of 
serious  things.  And  of  "things"  -  not  merely  of  persons,  and  the 
ordinary  routine  of  daily  life. 
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Samuel  Matthias  Ayres^  the  writer  of  the  letters  which  follow^  was 
one  of  the  thirteen  children  of  Matthias  and  Nancy  Gilliam  (Howell)  Ayres. 

He  was  h  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.^  on  May  10^  1825^  hence  was  hut  23  when 
the  letters  were  written.  He  went  to  Missouri  with  his  family  in  the  Fall 
of  1836^  and  they  settled  and  lived  in  Saline  Co, 

When  he  was  about  I8  years  of  age^  he  went  to  the  adjoining  County, 
Pettis,  to  teach  school,  and  boarded  in  the  home  of  Major  George  S.  Priest* 
He  md  the  dau  of  George  Stubblefield  and  Elizabeth  (Rush)  Priest,  Priscilla 
Frances  Priest,  b  in  Logan  Co.  Ky.  on  Oct.  19,  I828,  and  she  was  but  20 
when  the  letters  were  written.  "Manny”,  so  often  referred  to  in  the  letters 
was  their  oldest  child,  Manlius  Adolphus  Ayres,  b  in  Pettis  Co.  Mo.,  on  Nov. 
9,  1847.  He  was  little  over  one  year  old  at  this  time.  From  the  letters 
we  note  that  he  could  walk,  since  his  mother  is  cautioned  not  to  "let  him 
go  upstairs  or  into  the  kitchen" .  There  were  two  flights  of  stairs  in  the 
home  of  Mrs.  Ayres ^  father,  where  she  was  staying,  and  the  one  most  often 
used  was  narrow  and  crooked.  The  kitchen  was  not  on  a  level  with  the  din¬ 
ing  roctm,  and  this  appears  to  be  the  reason  for  the  baby^s  falls. 

The  fragmentary  diary  we  have  of  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres  states  that  he 
was  converted  in  l842,  joined  the  Methodist  Church,  and  was  licensed  to 
preach  on  Sept.  13,  l844,  when  he  was  but  I9  years  of  age.  The  Methodist 
Churches  were  divided  in  l844  and  he  went  naturally,  with  the  Southern  branch. 
He  joined  the  Missouri  Conference  of  the  M.  E,  Church,  South,  on  Oct.  9^ 
1845^  and  was  appointed  to  Liberty  Circuit,  Clay  Co.  Mo.  He  was  md  in 
Pettis  Co.  Mo,  on  March  24,  l846,  by  Rev.  Ben  Johnson,  who  is  mentioned  in 
one  of  his  letters.  In  that  same  month  he  commenced  the  study  of  medicine, 
still,  however,  preaching.  He  attended  the  St,  Louis  University  the  ses¬ 
sions  of  1848-49,  and  began  the  practice  of  medicine  in  April  1849, 
states. 

The  letters  are  all  well  preserved.  Whether  or  not  he  finished  the 
term  we  do  not  know,  but  assume  that  he  did.  He  mentions  in  the  letters  a 
plan  of  going  to  Platte  City  to  practice.  He  did  go  to  Platte  City  for  a 
time,  later  settling  in  Warrensburg,  Mo, 

He  also  mentions  the  gold  fever  of  1849,  an^  asks  his  wife  if  she  will 
join  him,  should  he  decide  to  go.  He  did  decide  to  go,  leaving  his  wife  at 
home  with  his  two  small  boys.  0?hey  remained  in  the  home  of  her  father.  He 
left  his  heme  in  May,  I85O,  for  California,  in  a  "wagon  train"  outfitted  by 
himself,  and  accompanied  by  nei^bors,  friends  and  relatives.  Among  those 
with  him  were  two  brothers  of  Mrs.  Ayres  -  A.  R.  Priest  and  George  D.  Priest 
He  left  home  on  Tuesday,  May  7^  18^0^  and  arrived  at  the  first  diggings  .in 
California,  Sept.  16,  at  Hangtown,  Prom  there  he  went  to  Sacramento  City. 
All  of  his  letters  on  the  trip  are  preserved,  including  the  letter  of  Sept. 
25th,  from  Sacramento.  This  letter  is  written  in  a  very  shaky  handwriting, 
showing  that  he  was  ill  when  he  wrote,  and  it  is  the  last  letter  received 
frem  him.  On  Nov.  20,  I85O,  his  wife  received  a  letter  fraa  a  John  Doughty, 
telling  of  his  death  from  mountain  fever  on  the  previous  day,  Nov.  19 I85O. 
In  several  of  the  letters  he  expresses  the  wish,  "let  me  die  in  the  midst 


of  my  friends,”  "but  he  died  far  away  from  home  and  among  strangers. 

Copies  of  letters  written  in  1848-49,  from  St.  Louis,  Mo.,  hy  Sam¬ 
uel  Matthias  Ayree,  to  his  wife,  Priscilla  Frances  (Priest)  Ayres.  He 
was  at  the  time  attending  lectures  in  the  study  of  medicine  at  the  St. 
Louis  UnlTersity. 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  ITth  Sept. 


Mrs,  P.  Prances  Ayres, 

My  dear  Frances: 

I  seize  a  leisure  opportunity  (the  first  I  have  had  since  my  arri¬ 
val  here),  to  address  you  a  few  lines. 

¥e  left  Boonvllle  on  Friday  morning  the  15th  inst.,  and  arrived 
here  today,  Sahhath,  the  17th  inst.  ¥e  would  hs-'ve  gotten  here  Satujrday 
if  we  had  not  heen  detained  in  a  sand  bar  for  several  hours.  We  had  a 
very  pleasant  trip  down,  our  fare  was  very  superior  indeed;  our  offi¬ 
cers  kind,  sociable,  gentlemanly  in  their  deportment  and  intercourse. 

The  boat  was  spacious  and  contained  every  accomodation  that  was  neces¬ 
sary.  Our  passengers,  about  30  in  number,  consisted  of  lawyers,  doc¬ 
tors,  architects,  merchants,  farmers,  etc.  There  were  two  lawyers 
aboard,  with  both  of  whom  I  became  acquainted  and  passed  some  very 
interesting  and  pleasant  moments  with  them.  There  were  three  doctors, 
all  of  whom  I,  of  course,  became  acquainted  with.  One  was  a  graduate 
of  Pennsylvania  University  and  now  resides  in  Hew  Jersey,  -  a  young  man 
of  very  moral  habits,  sociable  turn,  and  quite  intelligent.  The  others 
I  shall  not  describe.  There  was  aboard  an  editor,  Mr.  Hayes,  who  takes 
charge  of  "The  Fountain,"  a  temperance  paper  of  this  city.  He  used  to 
edit  the  Platte  City  Argus.  He  is  a  lawyer  and  one  of  the  finest  men 
I  ever  became  acq^uainted  with.  I  will  send  you  a  copy  of  the  paper  in 
a  few  days.  Of  all  the  passengers,  there  but  two  with  whom  I  was  ac¬ 
quainted  when  I  came  aboard,  one  from  Dover,  Mr.  Gaw  (?),  and  one  from 
Greenville,  Mr.  Scott,  both  merchants.  However,  I  soon  became  acquaint¬ 
ed  with  the  whole  crew.  There  were  but  two  ladies. ^•l^oafd.  Miss  Willock, 
dau^ter  of  Col.  Willock,  and  Mrs.  Taylor.  With  both  of  these  I  became 
very  well  acquainted.  Miss  Willock  is  not  a  very  pretty  girl,  but  is 
a  veiy  pious.  Intelligent  and  amiable  one.  She  resides  in  Palmyra  and 
had  been  on  a  visit  to  her  sister ^s  in  Independence.  Mrs.  Taylor, 
whose  husband  was  along,  is  a  good  and  intelligent  woman.  The  gentle¬ 
men  engaged  in  card  playing,  and  whilst  they  were  thus  engaged,  I  stayed 
with  the  ladles.  I  very  much  desired  your  presence  all  the  time,  as  I 
do  yet. 

My  passage  down  cost  me  $6.00.  I  am  now  at  the  Monroe  House  where 
I  will  stay  until  tomorrow  and  then  I  shall  take  up  board  for  the  Win¬ 
ter.  I  have  not  called  on  Dr.  Pallen  nor  Bro.  Linn  yet  , but  except  to 
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tomorrow.  I  now  think  I  will  hoard  with  Linn,  as  I  understand  he  takes 
hoarders . 

You  must  he  sure  to  write  me  as  soon  as  you  receive  this .  Remember 
me  in  your  devotions,  and  kiss  little  "Manny”  a  thousand  times.  My  love 
to  all.  Your  very  affectionate  husband, 

Sam^l  M.  Ayres 

The  foregoing  letter  is  not  in  an  envelope,  hut  the  paper  is  folded 
letter  size,  sealed  with  wax,  and  addressed  on  the  outside  to  Mrs.  P. 
Prances  Ayres,  Georgetown,  Pettis  Co.  Mo.  It  has  no  stamp  and  is  post¬ 
marked  St.  Louis,  Sept.  19th. 

The  following  letter  has  no  envelope; 


Saint  Louis,  22nd  Sept,  l848. 


Mrs.  Priscilla  F.  Ayres, 

My  very  dear  Frances; 

It  is  now  9  o* clock  P»M.  and  I  am  sitting  over  some  hooks  and  hones, 
endeavoring  to  become  familiar  with  the  osseous  system.  My  hooks  I  have 
laid  aside  and  the  first  thing  my  mind  refers  to  is  you  and  my  beloved 
little  hoy  and  then  the  feeling  of  loneliness  comes  over  me  and  hears  me 
down  like  an  incubus.  It  has  not  been  quite  a  week  since  I  wrote  you,  hut 
I  feel  that  I  must  try  again. 

I  have  engaged  hoarding  in  the  city  on  very  reasonable  terms  with  a 
very  clever  family.  Dr.  Stoots.  I  pay  $50.00  for  that,  am  furnished  a 
room,  lights,  fuel,  etc.  (This  may  he  $30.00,  hut  looks  more  like  $50.00) 
I  have  matriculated  at  college,  that  is,  I  have  entered  as  a  student.  I 
have  gotten  fairly  at  my  studies  now,  and  am  progressing  tolerably  well. 

I  attend  the  City  Catholic  Charity  Hospital  every  morning  at  8  o’clock  and 
examine  the  Invalids,  who  amount  to  about  50  now.  I  also  witness  the  pre¬ 
scription  and  administration  of  medicines.  I  am  clearly  convinced  that 
one  can  learn  more  real,  practical  knowledge  of  Pathology  and  disease  in 
a  week  by  visiting  the  hospital  than  he  could  learn  from  hooks  in  a  month. 
There  we  have  almost  every  variety  of  disease,  as  well  as  every  grade  and 
there  we  see  the  effects  of  the  various  remedies  employed.  The  hospital 
I  attend  is  in  care  of  the  Sisters  of  Charity.  They  are  a  very  devout, 
pious,  self-denying  company  of  women,  who  have  left  the  world  and  engaged 
in  deeds  of  benevolence.  They  may  he  a  wicked,  lewd  set,  as  they  have 
been  represented,  hut  I  do  not  believe  it.  They  have  no  such  appearance 
at  all  to  me.  Last  Saturday  afternoon  I  visited  the  Cathedral  and  wit¬ 
nessed  the  religious  services  of  the  Ramans.  There  was  too  much  pomp  and 
vanity  and  formality  about  it  for  the  worship  of  the  meek  and  lowly  Christ 
I  need  not  describe  their  modus  operand!,  as  you  have  heard  and  seen  it. 
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In  the  evening  of  last  Sunday,  I  went  to  the  Baptist  Church  to  hear 
the  Rev.  Dr.  Lynd,  hut  he  was  absent,  and  Rev.  John  L.  Linn,  one  of  our 
preachers,  filled  his  pulpit.  He  gave  us  a  very  interesting  sermon. 

The  church  is  a  splendid  edifice,  large  and  convenient .  Much  of  the 
solemnity  and  excellence  of  the  singing  was  spoiled  hy  the  coarse  and 
discordant  notes  of  an  old  organ  played  in  the  gallery.  Monday  night 
I  attended  Love  Feast  at  4th  St.  Methodist  Church.  This  is  an  old 
fashioned  church,  hut  a  veiy  commodious  huilging.  There  was  a  large  col¬ 
lection  of  people  for  the  occasion  and  we  had  a  most  refreshing  time. 
Tuesday  ni^t  I  was  to  have  preached,  hut  to  my  great  joy  it  rained  so 
that  I  could  not  well  go  and  I  understood  there  were  very  few  out .  Wed¬ 
nesday  night  I  went  to  hear  Dr.  Potts,  a  Preshyterlan .  He  preached  a 
very  plain,  practical,  sound  sermon.  He  is  not  as  talented  as  I  suppos¬ 
ed  him  to  he. 

Bishop  Andrew  is  in  the  city,  and  will  preach  tomorrow  at  Centen¬ 
ary  and  if  I  live,  I  think  I  shall  go.  Several  other  preachers  have 
come  to  await  the  session  of  Conference,  among  whom  are  Rev.  Mr.  SworCi- 
stead,  hook  agent  at  Cincinnati,  Mr.  Wynne  and  Thomas  Johnson.  I  ex¬ 
pect  there  will  he  a  large  attendance  at  Conference. 

Our  lectures  will  commence  the  first  of  October,  and  then  I  shall 
he  busy  all  the  time.  I  expect  we  will  have  a  large  number  of  students 
and  a  most  excellent  course.  The  Professors  are  preparing  many  facil¬ 
ities  and  every  exertion  will  he  made  to  make  this  one  of  the  most  in¬ 
teresting  and  profitable  courses.  There  are  in  this  city  many  facilities 
for  the  acquisition  of  medical  knowledge.  We  can  get  any  amount  of  sub¬ 
jects  on  the  most  reasonable  terms.  I  have  a  skeleton  at  my  room,  and 
am  endeavoring  to  obtain  several,  to  carry  home  with  me.  I  have  become 
acquainted  with  nearly  all  the  Professors  and  am  very  much  pleased  with 
them.  They  are  very  sociable  and  gentlemanly  in  their  intercourse. 

There  are  already  some  20  or  30  students  in  the  city. 

The  health  of  the  city  is  unusually  good,  better  than  it  has  been 
for  many  years,  as  we  are  Informed  by  the  old  physicians.  I  fear,  how¬ 
ever,  that  it  is  but  the  tranq_uility  that  precedes  the  gathering  storm. 

I  would  not  be  astonished  if  there  were  cases  of  sickness  this  Fall  and 
Winter . 

There  are,  it  is  estimated,  upwaixis  of  500  thieves  in  the  city  at 
this  time.  It  is  dangerous  to  walk  the  streets  at  night,  especially 
alone.  Since  I  have  been  here  some  two  or  three  gentlemen  have  been 
knocked  down  and  robbed,  some  of  them  of  all  they  had,  and  nearly  killed 
at  that. 

I  do  not  like  the  ladies  here  very  well.  They  waHc  the  streets 
alone  at  midnight  too  much.  Even  the  most  respectable  women  here  will 
go  shopping  alone  at  night.  This,  to  me,  is  indicative  of  immodesty  in 
the  extreme.  I  attended  the  Centenary  Church,  and  I  believed  I  realiz¬ 
ed  more  of  the  presence  and  power  of  God  than  I  have  done  for  seme  time 
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before.  Bishop  Andrews  preached.  He  is  a  great  and  good  man.  His  whole 
audience  was  hathed  in  tears.  I  notice  many  of  the  preachers  have  arrived 
since  I  wrote  the  ahove^  among  them  are  Lacy^  Jones  and  Wallace. 

On  Sahhath  the  Bishop  gave  us  two  more  sermons  and  I  believe  they 
were  universally  admired  for  their  simplicity  and  power.  He  is  a  truly 
great  man.  The  preachers  are  daily  arriving  in  crowds.  There  are  a  number 
of  preachers  here  from  Illinois^  some  of  whom  I  think.' will  become  members 
of  this  Conference.  Among  the  preachers,  I  notice  Mr,  Ma27ple,  who  has  come 
to  stand  his  trial,  as  I  understand.  He,  1  have  no  doubt,  will  be  silenced, 
if  the  evidence  of  his  guilt  is  such  as  I  have  heard  it  is.  I  am  ashamed 
to  tell  you  that  I  have  become  almost  homesick  already.  I  begin  to  want  to 
see  you  and  "Manny"  very  badly,  but  now  I  am  here,  I  must  do  the  best  I  can. 
If,  however,  you  will  write  pretty  often,  it  will  in  some  measure  relieve 
my  lonely  feeling. 

I  commenced  this  letter  last  Friday  and  I  have  just  finished  it  this 
(Tuesday)  morning.  This  will  explain  the  manner  of  writing. 

Enclosed  I  send  you  a  plain  gold  ring,  and  if  we  should  never  meet 
a^in,  retain  it  as  an  emblem  of  the  duration  of  my  affection.  I  shall  cer¬ 
tainly  expect  a  letter  from  you  in  a  few  days.  Kiss  little  Manny  a  thousand 
times  for  his  papa.  Present  me  affectionately  to  all  the  friends,  and  be¬ 
lieve  me,  your  devoted  husband, 

Sam^l  M.  Ayres 

Saint  Louis,  Mo.  2nd  October,  l848. 


Mrs.  P,  P«  Ayres, 

My  dear  Wife: 

I  have  been  to  the  post  office  again  and  again,  anxiously  expecting 
to  receive  a  letter  from  you,  but  alas  I  I  have  returned  under  disappoint¬ 
ment  and  pensive  feelings.  You  certainly  have  not  forgotten  your  premise 
to  me,  and  I  know  you  will  not,  if  all  is  well,  fail  to  write  to  me.  I  have 
written  twice  to  you,  and  undertake  cheerfully  to  write  again.  It  is  always 
a  source  of  infinite  pleasure  to  me  to  write  to  one  whom  I  love;  I  could 
write  every  day. 

The  Conference  has  been  in  session  in  this  city  since  last  Wednes¬ 
day.  The  session  thus  far  has  been  peaceful  and  harmonius.  Bishop  Andrew 
gave  us  an  excellent  sermon  yesterday  in  4th  St.  Church.  He  had  a  large  aud¬ 
ience  and  preached  with  great  power.  He  is  much  admired  here,  by  all  parties, 
I  believe. 

Mr.  Perry  B.  Marple  was  charged  with  a  most  enormous  crime  by  a  Dr. 
Chenoweth,  and  if  you  will  not  show  it  to  anyone,  I  will  tell  you  all  about 
it. 


281 


PARAGRAPH  DELETED 


This  is  the  circ-umstance  precisely  as  related.  If  true^  what  an 
enormous  sin!  But  the  evidences  are  not  such  (coming  from  children  of 
their  age) ,  as  can  he  relied  upon.  Marple  commenced  his  defense  Satur¬ 
day  afternoon  and  spoke  about  four  hours.  His  speech  has  had  consider¬ 
able  wei^t.  I  do  not  think  think  they  can,  fraa  the  evidence,  convict 
him  of  guilt,  though  I  have  no  doubt  he  is  guilty.  John  Wooldridge  is 
here,  rooming  with  me.  He  is  to  be  married  the  12th  of  this  month  to 
Miss  Sarah  Lacy,  daughter  of  Dr.  Lacy.  He  thinks  her  (and  I  have  no 
doubt  she  is ) ,  an  admirable  and  excellent  girl.  I  have  no  doubt  that 
it  will  be  a  happy  match. 

Mr.  Leftwich  is  in  the  city.  I  have  seen  him  several  times,  but 
have  had  no  conversation  with  him.  Our  lectures  commence  today  or  to¬ 
morrow  and  then  I  shall  be  busy  all  the  time.  I  shall  not  finish  this 
letter  imtil  Tuesday  or  Wednesday,  and  shall  give  you  all  the  informa¬ 
tion  I  can  conveniently. 

There  are  a  great  many  instances  of  burglary  and  incendiarism  daily 
occuring  in  this  city.  There  is  a  fire  alarm  almost  every  night.  Sev¬ 
eral  efforts  were  made  to  burn  the  Cathedral,  Dr.  Ballard ^s  church,  and 
4th  St.  Church,  all  of  which  were  unsuccessful.  The  same  night,  Messrs. 
Scott  and  Otis,  expensive  jewelers,  had  stolen  from  their  store  between 
eight  and  ten  thousand  dollars  worth  of  jewelry,  besides  some  money.  It 
is  really  dangerous  to  walk  the  streets  alone  here  at  night,  something 
which  I  do  not  often  do.  Rev.  Mr.  Watts,  Penn  (?)  and  Wooldridge  and 
I  went  down  in  an  omnibus  to  the  Jefferson  Barracks  the  other  day.  A- 
bout  the  time  we  were  starting,  there  hopped  in  two  ladies,  or  rather 
girls  of  easy  virtue;  you  know  their  character.  I  determined  that  I 
would  not  go  with  them  and  I  told  the  driver  that  we  would  get  out  if 
they  remained.  He  made  them  get  out  and  you  can^t  imagine  how  they  curs¬ 
ed  us!  Oh,  what  creatures  these  are!  I  would  not  live  in  St.  Louis  on 
any  account  whatever  amongst  such  vile  creatures.  You  cannot  imagine 
how  many  possibilities  of  this  kind  are  here,  nor  can  you  think  how  de¬ 
testable  they  are.  Of  all  the  wicked  influences  exerted  in  a  city,  they 
are  capable  of  exerting  a  greater  amount  than  any  other  characters  I  can 
think  of. 

Should  you  need  anything,  I  hope  you  will  call  on  your  father,  as  he, 
I  have  no  doubt,  will  get  anything  you  want.  I  have  a  very  pretty  pre¬ 
sent  here  for  you,  a  daguerrotype  of  myself.  It  is  an  excellent  one,  as 
it  is  almost  exactly  like  me  in  every  respect.  I  do  not  know  but  that  I 
shall  send  it  to  you  by  Bro.  Leftwich. 

I  have  been  studying  hard  and  visiting  the  hospital  daily,  as  I  in¬ 
formed  you  in  my  last.  I  have  no  doubt,  if  I  keep  my  health,  that  I 
shall  be  abudantly  prepared  to  practice  medicine  in  the  Spring,  and  shall, 
I  now  think,  go  at  it  with  all  my  mi^t .  There  are  many  facilities  in 
this  city  for  studying  medicine,  many  more  than  you  are  aware  of. 


282 


I  thirik  Conference  will  adjourn  tomorrow  certainly.  The  Conference 
decided  that  Marple  should  go  hack  to  his  circuit,  and  there  stand  his 
trial.  It  is  confidently  helieved  that  he  will  he  expelled  from  the  church. 
He  is,  I  have  no  douht,  a  very  had  man,  hut  he  cannot  reasonably  he  expelled 
from  the  church  under  the  charges. 

Last  ni^t  we  had  six  fires  in  the  city,  consisting  of  stahles,  hams, 
etc .  I  have  not  heard  that  any  material  loss  was  sustained  yet .  This  is 
Wednesday,  the  4th  of  October  and  Conference  has  just  ceased.  Bro.  Bennett 
is  continued  P.  E.  on  Lexington  District.  Georgetown  has  W.  T.  Cardwell, 
a  young  preacher  that  has  been  stationed  in  this  city  at  the  African  charge. 
He  has  just  married,  ’tis  said,  a  very  clever  girl  here,  I  thiiik  he  will 
stand  pretty  fair  here.  I  will  perhaps  write  to  you  by  him.  Bro.  Jones  is 
on  Arrow  Rock  Ct.  Bro.  Dines  on  Dover,  Bro  Capell  on  Lexington  Ct.,  Bro. 
Boyle  stationed  at  Lexington.  Be  sure  to  write  me  often.  Yours  in  great 
love, 

Sam'l  M.  Ayres 

P.S.  ■  I  was  ordained  Deacon.  Wooldridge  is  on  Versailles  Circuit. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.  10th  October,  *48 


Mrs.  P.  F.  Ayres, 

Dear  Frances; 

As  Bro.  Cardwell  is  about  leaving  for  Georgetown  Ct.,  I  take  this 
opportunity  of  sending  you  a  few  lines .  I  have  vainly  looked  for  a  letter 
from  you  for  the  last  two  weeks,  hut  it  seems  you  have  forgotten  your  oft 
repeated  promise  to  write  to  me.  I  did  say  that  I  would  not  write  to  you 
until  I  had  received  a  letter  from  you,  hut  as  such  a  favorable  opportunity 
offers,  I  must  embrace  it. 

We  are  getting  along  at  the  Medical  College  very  well.  We  have  brought 
into  us  almost  every  eveing,  three  or  four  subjects  for  dissection,  and  here 
we  cut  up  human  beings  as  though  they  were  hogs.  It  is  so  warm,  and  the 
odor  is  so  disagreeable,  it  is  almost  Impossible  for  me  to  stand  it,  but 
this,  you  know,  I  must  do.  We  have  three  lectures  every  day,  and  will  have 
until  the  commencement  of  the  next  course,  and  then  we  will  have  some  seven 
or  ei^t.  This  will  keep  me  very  busy.  I  will  have  no  time  for  mischief, 
and  this,  you  know,  will  be  very  advantageous. 

The  small  pox  has  commenced  its  ravages  here  and  there  is  nO  telling 
where  it  will  stop.  Mr.  Lacy,  a  brother  of  Wr.  C.  Lacy,  the  preacher,  died 
the  other  day  with  it.  William’s  family  have  it,  I  believe.  I  was  vacci¬ 
nated  yester  and  hope  I  will  avoid  it.  I  send  you  per  Bro  Cardwell,  a  dagu- 
erotype  likeness  of  you  best  friend.  Please  keep  it  in  remembrance  of  me. 

I  might  write  many  things,  but  I  have  not  time  now,  as  the  boat  will 
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start  soon.  Again^  I  say,  write.  Write  every  week,  anyhow.  I  have  not 
been  here  hut  three  weeks,  and  this  is  my  fourth  letter  to  you.  You 
should  show  your  love  by  your  works.  Kiss  my  dear  little  boy,  and  believe 
me,  ever  yours, 

Sam’l  M.  Ayres 

The  above  letter  is  addressed  (in  an  envelope)  to  Mrs.  Priscilla  F. 
Ayres,  Pettis  Co.,  Mo.,  Politeness  of  Piev.  Mr.  Cardwell. 


Note  by  Miss  Ayres:  The  daguerotype  mentioned  was  received  by  Mrs. 
Ayres,  and  is  now  in  the  possession  of  this  compiler.  It  is  painted  on 
glass,  is  in  a  velvet  case.  The  ring  mentioned  in  a  former  letter  may 
have  been  received,  but  if  so  it  was  not  kept,  as  it  was  not  among  Mrs. 
Ayres’  possessions  when  she  died,  and  this  compiler,  who  knew  her  grand¬ 
mother  and  her  keepsakes  very  well,  has  no  recollection  of  ever  seeing 
it. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Oct.  15,  l848 

Mrs.  P.  F.  Ayres, 

My  dear  Frances: 

Again  I  undertake  to  write  you,  I  confess  with  somewhat  unpleasant 
feelings ,  because  I  have  been  here  about  five  weeks  and  have  not  recei¬ 
ved  a  single  line  from  you.  This  does  not  indicate  much  affection,  or 
much  inclination  to  gratify  the  feelings  of  a  devoted  husband.  I  am 
persuaded  you  have  written,  perhaps  several  times,  but  throu^  mishap 
your  letters  have  not  reached  me.  I  have  been  to  the  office  again  and 
again,  and  indeed,  I  have  gone  so  frequently  that  I  am  ashamed  to  go. 

But  enough  of  complaining. 

I  have  a  roommate  by  the  name  of  Morris,  a  nephew  of  Ben  Johnson. 

He  is  a  member  of  the  church  and  is  a  pious,  agreeable  and  excellent 
fellow,  I  think.  I  expect  to  be  with  him  during  the  Winter. 

There  is  nothing  of  much  importance  transpiring  here  at  present. 

The  robberies  have  measurably  subsided  and  peace  and  health  generally 
prevail.  We  have  a  small  increase  of  invalids  at  the  hospital  and  a 
greater  variety  of  diseases  than  we  have  had  heretofore.  A  good  many 
students  are  arriving  every  day  in  the  city.  I  saw  on  the  matriculation 
book  at  the  Dean’s  office  of  the  Missouri  University,  Mr.  Robert  Killi- 
brew’s  name,  from  Georgetown,  Mo.  Mr.  Americus  Edwards  from  Boonville 
is  here  at  our  school.  I  think  we  will  have  a  greater  number  of  stu¬ 
dents  than  the  other  school.  There  are  students  here  from  Alabama,  Ken¬ 
tucky,  Illinois  and  this  school  is  preferred  even  to  the  best  Eastern 
schools  by  many  here. 
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I  wrote  you  a  short  letter  hy  Bro.  Cardwell^  and  sent  you^  hy  him^  a 
likeness  of  myself.  I  should  like  to  know  how  you  like  it^  hut  I  suppose 
I  cannot  until  the  school  it  out,  for  you  will  not  write  to  me.  I  think 
it  is  a  Tery  good  one,  indeed.  In  a  letter  or  two  before  that,  I  enclosed 
you  a  gold  ring.  I  should  like  to  know  whether  you  received  that  or  not. 

¥e  are  very  busy  now.  ¥e  have  seven  lectures  a  day,  and  visit  the 
hospital  besides.  ¥e  are  progressing  very  well  indeed  with  our  studies. 

Mr.  Booth,  the  great  tragedian  actor,  is  at  present  in  this  city  and  is 
attracting  a  great  deal  of  attention.  It  is  said  that  he  is  an  admirable 
actor.  I  have  been  almdst  tempted  to  go  to  the  threatre  having  heard  so 
much  of  his  fame  as  an  actor,  but  I  have  not  yet  gone,  and  do  not  now  ex¬ 
pect  to  go.  I  shall  not  finish  this  letter  for  several  days. 

Oct.  19th.  This  morning,  to  my  great  gratification,  I  found  in  the 
office  a  letter  from  you,  which  is  the  first  I  have  received  from  you  since 
I  have  been  in  the  city.  It  must  have  been  detained  a  long  time  on  the 
way,  as  it  was  some  l4  days  in  getting  here. 

The  TwEather  here  is  very  cool  indeed  and  I  would  not  be  at  all  surprised 
if  we  were  to  have  some  snow  this  afternoon.  For  the  last  several  days  it 
has  been  unusually  cool  for  the  season,  groimd  frozen  most  every  morning. 

I  wish  you  had  some  of  the  fruits  that  are  here,  such  excellent  varie¬ 
ties  of  which  I  see  every  day  on  the  street.  There  are  any  quantity  of 
peaches,  pears,  apples,  quinces,  and  nuts  of  all  kinds  here,  sold  very  low. 
The  market  here  is  very  superior  indeed.  All  kinds  of  meat  can  be  obtained 
at  low  prices.  All  kinds  of  bread  and  confectionaries  may  be  had  at  a  mere 
trifle . 

I  have  been  two  or  three  times  to  the  Jewish  Synagogue  to  witness  their 
religious  performances.  They  all  go  in  and  sit  with  their  hats  on,  and  read 
and  sing  Hebrew  all  the  time.  In  order  to  be  a  Jew,  you  must  understand  the 
Hebrew  language.  Their  worship  seems  to  evince  more  ignorance  and  folly 
than  that  of  any  other  people  I  fever  beheld.  There  is  a  congregation  of 
several  hundred  of  them  here,  which  always  worships  on  our  Saturday,  which, 
you  are  aware,  is  the  Jewish  Sabbath.  They  think  it  is  an  act  of  piety  to 
cheat  a  Gentile,  and  accordingly  they  will  cheat  you  by  any  means  and  in 
any  way  they  can.  They  dress  very  fine  at  church,  particularly  the  ladies, 
they  frequently  wearing  white  satin.  The  gentlemen  wear  white  satin  scarfs 
of  the  richest  kind  when  in  church. 

There  are  a  great  variety  of  churches  here.  Catholic,  Methodist,  Bap¬ 
tist,  Swedenborgian,  Unitarian,  Episcopalian,  Presbyterian,  Congregational- 
ists  and  many  others. 

A  thousand  thanks  for  your  first  letter.  I  hope  soon  to  receive  ano¬ 
ther  from  you.  I  should  like  to  receive  one  every  day  and  you  must  write 
every  week,  without  fail.  ¥rite  Immediately.  You  have  less  to  do  now  than 
I  have,  and  I  shall  write,  as  I  promised,  every  week.  Kiss  my  dear  little 
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Manny  and  believe  me^  yoinrs  ’til  deaths 

Sam’l  M.  Ayres 


Saint  Louis,  Mo. 


Mrs.  P.  Frances  Ayres, 

My  dear  Frances: 

I  again  seat  myself  to  address  you  a  few  lines,  thougb  I  am  sorry 
that  I  have  nothing  partic\ilarly  important  or  interesting  to  write  you. 
The  weather  is  much  more  pleasant  than  it  was  when  I  wrote  my  last.  We 
have  now  in  progress  a  fine  Indian  summer,  which  I  am  in  hopes  will 
terminate  soon,  inasmuch  as  I  wish  to  enter  upon  dissecting  and  it  is 
so  warm  that  the  putrid  odor  is  so  disagreeable  that  I  cannot  stand  it. 
You  no  doubt  think  I  am  getting  to  be  veiy  obdurate  hearted,  talking 
about  cutting  up  human  beings  like  hogs,  but  you  know  that  my  feelings 
are  too  sensitive  and  fine  to  be  greatly  affected  by  such  things .  Such 
scenes,  though  they  have  now  become  quite  common,  are  anything  but  pleas¬ 
ant  and  agreeable  to  us . 

We  have  at  our  hospital  a  variety  of  cases  and  considerable  inter¬ 
est.  We  have  had  several  interesting  operations  in  surgery.  Our  pro¬ 
fessor,  Dr.  Pope,  extracted  the  other  day  out  a  man’s  nose,  some  three 
or  four  large  polypi  which  had  long  affected  him  very  seriously.  Sev¬ 
eral  other  operations,  equally  interesting,  have  been  performed.  We  had 
last  night  about  7  o’clock,  a  considerable  fire  on  4th  St.,  which  did  a 
good  deal  of  damage,  what  amount  I  have  not  yet  ascertained. 

You  have  no  idea  of  the  amount  of  poverty  that  obtains  in  this  city. 
I  walked  the  other  day  through  the  Northeastern  part  of  the  city  and  saw 
the  most  miserably  ragged  and  wretched  looking  creatures  inhabiting  the 
most  filthy  and  wretched  hovels  I  ever  saw,  constatly  presented  to  my 
view.  They  were  engaged  in  washing  and  ironing  generally,  and  the  nasty 
water  is  poured  out  from  the  washing  tubs  into  the  streets  ri^t  before 
them,  and  may  be  smelled  for  hundreds  of  3rards .  Their  children  are  gen¬ 
erally  reared  in  ignorance  and  prostitution.  Sometimes,  however,  the 
more  respectable  of  them  hire  them  out  as  servants.  They  get  for  boys 
and  girls  from  12  to  15  years  old,  from  $6.00  to  $8.00  per  month,  an 
amoimt  sufficient  for  them  to  make  a  very  respectable  living.  Among 
the  higher  classes  there  is  much  vanity  and  gayety  and  gaudiness  dis¬ 
played  in  dress.  Some  of  the  most  richly  and  gaudily  dressed,  however, 
are  of  the  lewd  class,  which  is,  I  assiare  you,  a  pretty  large  class  here. 

I  have  just  returned  from  the  Ebenezer  Methodist  Chtirch,  where  the 
Northerners  in  this  city  worship.  There  is  a  pretty  large  faction  of 
them  here  and  they  are  among  the  most  respectable  and  pious  of  the  Metho¬ 
dist  Church  here.  They  have  the  Rev.  Dr.  Crandall  as  their  preacher  this 
year.  He  is  a  man  of  considerable  talents  and  I  think  will  be  very  popu- 
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lar  with  his  church.  Really^  I  think  there  is  more  real  oil  fashioned 
Methodism  amongst  them  than  amongst  any  other  people  I  have  seen  in  the 
city.  They  have  not  the  pomp  and  show  about  them  that  are  so  frequently 
seen  in  churches  here . 

It  seems  to  me  that  there  is  not  as  much  real  piety  and  deep  unaffected 
earnestness  exhibited  in  religious  performances  here  as  there  is  in  the 
country.  They  have  to  have  a  certain  polish  dver  everything,  which  in  my 
humble  judgement  greatly  detracts  from  that  solemnity  which  should  ever 
characterize  the  service  of  Almi^ty  God. 

This  afternoon  I  was  at  the  First  Presbyterian  Church,  which  is  a 
splendid  edifice.  It  is  large  enough  to  contain  a  thousand  people,  if  not 
more,  and  well  supplied  with  the  finest  cushioned  pews.  They  have  an  organ 

it  it  that  cost  $300.00  I  am  told.  Dr.  Ballard  preaches  at  this  church. 

He  is  a  man  of  no  ordinary  talents.  He  is  a  venerable  looking  old  fellow, 

his  head  being  as  ’^hite  as  a  sheet.  He  is  a  very  popular  preacher  with  his 

church. 

I  am  getting  very  homesick,  though  there  is  everything  here  to  interest 
me.  I  shall  endeavor  to  stand  it  till  the  termination  of  the  session,  but 
I  don't  think  I  will  ever  attend  another  session  unless  you  will  go  with  me 
and  remain  with  me  whilst  I  attend.  I  should  like  to  see  you  and  little 
Manny  very  much  indeed,  and  nothing  would  gratify  me  more  than  to  hear  from 
you  eveiy  week.  You  must,  I  entreat  you,  write  to  me  as  often  as  you  can 
possibly.  You  must  give  me  as  much  news  as  you  can,  and  if  you  have  no 
news,  write  anyhow.  I  have  been  here  now  going  on  six  weeks  and  I  have  only 
heard  from  you  once.  Why  don't  you  write  oftener?  Be  sure  to  write  very 
often.  Remember  me  to  all  my  friends,  and  believe  me,  forever  yours, 

Sam'l  M.  Ayres 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Nov.  1,  l848 


Mrs.  P.  F,  Ayres, 

Dear  Frances; 

If  frequency  of  epistolary  correspondence  on  my  part  is  a  testimonial 
of  profound  affection,  I  certainly  evince  a  very  considerable  share  of  it; 
you  will  be  found  palpably  culpable,  inasmuch  as  you  have  but  little  evidence 
ot  this  kind  to  bring  forward.  However,  I  will  not  accuse  you  of  inconstan¬ 
cy  at  all;  still,  I  think  you  ou^t  to  write  oftener  than  you  do. 

I  reckon  you  think  I  am  a  great  scold,  inasmuch  as  in  almost  every 
letter  I  administer  a  pretty  strong  rebuke  for  delinquency  in  writing.  Well, 
all  the  apology  I  have  to  make  is  that  of  a  bargain:  if  you  will  write  oft¬ 
ener,  I  will  scold  less.  Thus  the  matter  can  be  amicably  adjusted. 

We  have  had  gloomy  weather  for  the  past  several  days,  -  extraordinarily 
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so^  and  it  has  heen  raining  pretty  constantly  for  the  last  tvo  or  three 
days.  This  is  the  most  disagreeable  place  I  ever  was  in^  in  wet  weather. 
The  streets  are  covered  in  water  and  mud,  shoe  deep,  and  you  can  scarcely 
get  about  at  all.  It  is  impossible  to  keep  them  clean,  for  nasty  water 
and  everything  else  is  thrown  in  them,  which  keeps  the  most  disagreeable 
stench  all  the  time . 

I  will  give  you  some  idea  of  the  dissecting  room.  It  is  a  dark 
room,  as  dark  as  Tophet  itself,  filled  with  bones,  intestines,  etc., 
of  human  beings.  Besides,  we  have  two  or  three  subjects  brought  into 
it  every  evening  with  their  grave  clothes  on,  consisting  sometimes  of 
very  valuable  articles,  as  gold  bracelets,  gold  watches,  rings,  etc. 

Here  we  separate  every  particle  of  flesh  from  them,  in  order  to 
learn  the  muscles,  arteries,  viscera,  etc.  Sometimes  we  keep  them  on 
hand  two  or  three  weeks  and  they  emit  the  most  disagreeable  odor  I  have 
ever  smelt.  You  can’t  imagine  how  bad  it  is.  You  may  smell  it  at  least 
a  hundred  yards  from  the  dissecting  room.  Of  course,  it  is  not  so  bad 
in  cold  wather.  We  have  a  subject  on  hand  now  that  we  have  had  for  ten 
days  nearly,  and  really  I  thou^t  he  smelt  better  last  ni^t  than  he 
had  ever  done  before.  I  may  perhaps  give  you  some  idea  of  the  matter 
by  telling  you  that  by  being  in  the  room  and  handling  the  subject  last 
ni^t,  I  can  smell  it  (though  I  have  a  bad  cold),  all  over  my  clothes, 
hands,  and  all.  Even  my  handkerchief,  which  I  only  took  out  once  or 
twice  whilst  in  the  room,  smelt  most  intolerably  bad.  Notwithstanding 
all  this,  I  like  to  dissect  very  well,  indeed.  I  am  really  glad  to  see 
night  come.  This  is  the  only  way  in  which  we  can  acquire  a  knowledge 
of  anatomy,  etc.  Now,  I  am  afraid  you  will  not  believe  me  if  I  tell 
you  that  this  increases  my  appetite  greatly,  but  it  is  a  fact,  I  believe, 
if  ever  I  uttered  one.  Those  who  had  dissected  a  great  deal  asnure  us 
that  it  is  always  the  case,  that  the  appetite  is  increased.  It  is  very 
healthy  to  inhale  the  putrid  air. 

But  I  will  not  trouble  you  longer  with  these  what  you  will  regard 
as  horrible  details,  and  will  give  you  something  else  which  will  be 
more  interesting  to  you.  I  believe  I  have  not  told  you  about  my  visit 
to  the  Arsenal.  The  Arsenal  is  about  two  miles  below  this  city.  It 
is  situated  on  a  beautiful  eminence  overlooking  the  Mississippi.  It  is 
set  in  a  beautiful  coat  of  blue  grass,  and  with  a  fine  forest  of  trees. 

I  suppose  the  whole  covers  an  area  of  about  1-|-  miles  square.  It  is  as 
pretty  a  place  as  the  imagination  can  paint.  Here  there  are  kept  some 
several  stands  of  arms  of  all  kinds,  from  the  largest  thundering  cannon 
to  the  smallest  musket.  Here,  too,  are  several  trophies  of  our  bril¬ 
liant  achievements  in  Mexico.  There  are  kept  here  all  the  time,  some 
ho  soldiers,  besides  workmen  engaged  in  repairing  and  making  aims,  etc. 

Just  below  this  about  a  half  a  mile,  is  the  great  Western  Cave, 
which  has  attained  considerable  notoriety  as  a  natural  curiosity.  It 
is,  from  what  I  can  learn,  a  very  small  cave,  in  reality  nothing  to 
compare  with  the  great  Mammoth  Chve  of  Kentucky,  or  the  large  caves  of 
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Virginia.  It  is  a  place  of  considerable  resort,  especially  at  this  season 
of  the  year.  Many  go  from  the  city  down  there  to  behold  its  wonders.  It 
is  owned  by  a  man  who  charges  10^z5  entrance,  and  it  is  said  he  is  making 
money  by  it. 

The  Roman  Catholics  are  the  most  numerous  denomination  of  Christians 
here.  They  own  a  great  many  churches,  schools,  etc.  I  suppose  they  bring 
under  their  immediate  influence  at  least  two-thirds  of  the  children  of  this 
city.  They  have  a  large  college  here,  the  largest,  perhaps,  in  the  State, 

-  the  St.  Louis  University.  There  are,  I  suppose,  some  I50  or  200  students, 
all  of  whom,  or  nearly  all,  will  be  brought  under  Catholic  influence.  Be¬ 
sides  this,  they  have  an  orphan  asylum  in  which  they  take  care  of  several 
hundred  orphaned  children.  They  have  about  100  who  are  pretty  much  the 
same  size,  and  about  7  years  old.  To  see  them  all  enter  the  Cathedral  on 
the  Sabbath,  and  bow  before  the  holy  cross,  is  one  of  the  most  interesting 
spectacles  the  eye  can  rest  upon.  They  are  all  dressed  alike,  in  a  clean, 
nice  suit,  and  worship  with  as  much  formality  as  grown  persons.  The-  Catho¬ 
lics  also  have  a  large  Nunnery,  in  which  hundreds  separate  themselves  from 
the  cares  and  perplexities  of  the  world  and  shut  themselves  up.  Then  there 
are  the  Sisters  of  Charity,  who  are  untiringly  devoted  to  deeds  of  mercy 
and  errands  of  love.  To  see  them  walking  the  streets,  clad  in  their  pecul¬ 
iar  habiliments,  with  their  faces  covered,  hunting  up  the  orphan,  looking 
out  the  distressed  poor,  visiting  the  sick  and  dying,  you  would  be  favor¬ 
ably  reminded  of  the  Angel  of  Mercy.  But  if  you  were  to  come  immediately 
in  contact  with  them,  you  would  not  think  so  hi^ly  of  them.  They  are  the 
most  petulant,  morose,  and  sour  old  creatures  in  the  world. 

Now,  again  I  charge  you  to  write  oftener.  Give  my  love  to  all  the 
fami3:y.  How  does  my  dear  little  Manlius  come  on?  I  do  want  to  see  him  and 
you  so  bad.  Your  affectionate  husband. 


Sam’l  M.  Ayres. 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.  Nov.  8,  l848 


Mrs.  P.  F.  Ayres, 

My  dear  Frances: 

We  have  had  an  interesting  page  tom  for  the  last  several 

nights  in  the  city.  page  torn  Democrats  have  had 

torch  li^t  processions  in  the  city,  speeches,  almost  incessantly.  You 
■will  hardly  meet  a  man  but  that  you  will  be  greeted  with  page  tom 
"for  Cass  and  Butler",  or,  "Hurrah  for  Taylor  and  Fillmore".  The  latter, 
you  know,  is  rather  a  feeble  cry,  for  the  Whigs  are  exceedingly  discouraged 
with  recent  reports.  Telegraphic  dispatches  from  Ohio  show  that  Cass  will 
-undoubtedly  get  that  state  by  an  overwhelming  majority.  I  will  not  tell  you 
about  those  from  Pennsyl-vania  and  New  York,  for  you  must  know  it  don’t 
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matter  about  them.  But  to  be  candid,  I  know  not  who  will  be  elected. 

From  what  I  have  heard,  the  result  is  very  doubtful.  St.  Louis  has  given 
Cass  a  majority  of  ( ?) .  I,  for  the  first  time,  had  the  privilege 

of  voting  for  President  and  the  exquisite  honor  of  voting  for  Cass  and 
Butler.  The  election  here  was  very  peaceful  and  calm,  unusually  so.  It 
is  somewhat  probably  that  Taylor  will  get  Illinois,  owing  to  the  great 
number  of  VanBurenites  there.  Dispatches  from  Illinois  are  very  unfav¬ 
orable  to  Cass. 

Enou^  about  the  election.  Last  ni^t  I  attended  a  lectirre  in  the 
Odd  Fellows  Hall  on  Animal  Magnetism,  by  a  Mr.  Keely,  a  man  who  has 
attracted  great  notice  as  a  teacher  of  mesmerism.  The  hall,  a  large 
room,  was  completey  thronged  early  in  the  evening  by  ladies  and  gentle¬ 
men.  He  commenced  by  saying  that  he  expected  page  tom  contempt 
if  not  the  ridicule  of  his  audience  before  they  were  done,  that  mesmer¬ 
ism  page  torn  true  science.  He  proceeded  to  remark  that  page 
torn  of  Mesmerism  he  accomplished  seme  of  page  torn  cures  such 
as  deafness  of  twenty  year's  standing  page  torn  birth,  etc.  To 
establish  this  he  gave  several  page  torn  of  the  most  hi^ly  respect¬ 
ed  citizens  in  the  page  tom  and  other  states.  After  he  had  ended 
his  speech  page  tom  to  mesmerize  all  who  would  submit  to  it.  About 
30  page  torn  and  some  10  or  I5  were  completely  mesmerized  page 
torn  but  the  most  of  them  were  wide  awake.  He  informed  us  that  per¬ 
sons  could  be  completely  mesmerized  and  yet  not  be  asleep,  and  of  this 
I  was  convinced  by  the  examples  produced.  These  were  pinched,  pins 
stuck  into  them,  and  they  felt  no  pain  at  all;  they  did  not  move.  This 
was  no  hoax,  it  could  be  none,  for  they  were  examined  by  gentlemen  who 
were  disbelieves  in  mesmerism.  After  this,  he  showed  in  two  or  three 
subjects,  that  their  minds  were  entirely  under  his  control.  He  would 
give  his  handkerchief  to  one  and  tell  him  it  was  a  snake  and  he  would 
instantly  drop  it,  showing  that  he  was  dreadfully  alarmed.  He  would  tell 
him  that  a  pain  was  in  his  knee  or  leg,  and  immediately  he  would  show 
that  he  was  greatly  afflicted.  A  great  many  things  of  this  kind  were 
done,  all  of  which  convinced  me  that  there  is  a  great  deal  of  truth  in 
mesmerism.  He  makes  up  a  school  here,  which  I  think  likely  I  will  attend 
at  night,  so  that  I  can  learn  thoroughly  the  art  of  science  page  tom 

. the  next  several  lines  describe  the  burial  of 

General  somebody  or  other . and  immediately  in  front  of  him  there 

was  the  largest  band  of  music  I  ever  heard.  Then  followed  the  coffin, 
first  his  family,  consisting  of  his  lady  and  children  in  a  splendid 
carriage,  driven  by  a  colored  servant.  Immediately  behind  these,  his 
servant  who  had  attended  him  during  the  whole  campaign  rode,  and  led 
the  horse  that  he  had  used.  Behind  this  there  followed  50  or  60  car-- 
riages.  It  was  indeed  a  very  imposing  scene.  His  remains  were  first 
carried  to  St.  George's  Church  (Episcopalian),  the  church  to  which  he 
belonged.  Here  the  Rev.  Bishop  Hawkes  made  a  very  impressive  and  sol¬ 
emn  speech;  then  he  was  conducted  to  the  graveyard  and  buried  amidst  the 
roaring  of  cannon  and  smaller  fire  arms. 

Your  very  affectionate  and  excellent  letter  came  safely  to  hand 
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the  other  day  and  I  asnure  you  it  gave  me  more  than  ordinary  pleasure.  You 
are  always  making  excuses  about  not  being  able  to  write  a  good  letter^  but 
I  am  sure  your  last  letter  I  thought  the  best  I  ever  read  page  tom 
I  am  tmly  glad  that  page  torn  presents^  and  I  hope  so  much  by  their 
page  tom-from  whence  they  came  page  torn  would  write  again  to  inform 
page  torn  had  married.  I  would  like  page  torn  much  indeed.  If  you 
have  page  torn  write  immediately  and  if-  you  page  torn  again  for  fear 
we  page  torn  Write  all  the  news.  Your  last  letter  contained  news 
highly  interesting  and  if  you  have  no  news  to  write ^  give  anything  that  you 
can  think  of.  Kiss  little  Manny  a  thousand  times  for  his  papa  and  imagine 
that  you  receive  the  same  number.  Remember  me  in  your  private  devotions 
and  be  sure  to  write  often. 

Yours  affectionately^ 

Sam’l  M.  Ayres 

P.S.  I  think  I  shall  have  sufficient  means  to  take  me  through  the  sessions 
but  I  assure  you  that  I  have  a  great  many  expenses  that  I  did  not  expect  to 
have.  I  have  another  very  pretty  gold  pencil  for  you^  which  I  bou^t  very 

low  and  which  I  will  give  you  for . indecipherable. .. .old  present  you  know 

if  I  should  live  to  see  you. 

S.M.A. 


Note  by  Miss  Ayres;  Mrs.  Ayres  kept  this  gold  pencil,  or  one  of  them, 
evidently  there  were  two,  all  her  life.  It  had  an  amethyst  set  in  the  top. 
There  is  a  photograph  of  her  with  a  gold  pencil  hanging  from  a  ribbon  aro-und 
her  neck.  Probably  it  was  taken  to  send  to  her  husband. 


Saint  Louis,  Nov.  10,  l848 

Mrs.  P,  F.  Ayres, 
ly^  dear  Girl; 

Whilst  I  sat  this  afternoon,  "solitary  and  alone",  thinking  about  you 
and  my  dear  little  boy  my  roommate  brou^t  me  in  two  affectionate  epistles 
written  by  her  whom  I  delight  to  love.  The  gloomy  feelings  that  had  come 
over  me  were  dispersed  and  cheerfulness  and  vivacity  again  took  possession 
of  my  spirit.  If  my  stay  from  you  is  a  desert,  dark  and  gloomy,  thank  Pro¬ 
vidence  that  now  and  then  your  affectionate  epistles  throw  over  it  a  bright 
oasis  here  and  there. 

In  one  you  rather  upbraided  me  for  gallanting  the  ladies.  You  are  at 
your  old  business,  are  you,  complaining  of  my  attentions  to  the  ladies.  I 
should  like  to  know  how  these  things  can  travel  so  far!  My  dear,  you  must 
not  think  that  any  of  my  affections  are  diverted  from  her  whom  I  love  and 
have  sworn  to  forever  to  love,  and  if  I  did  wait  on  the  ladies,  it  was  only 
because  necessity  was  laid  on  me  thus  to  do,  for  I  assure  you  that  I  would 
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much  rather  not  have  the  trouble  with  them.  I  have  not  spoken  a  dozen 
words  to  but  one  woman  living  in  St.  Louis,  and  that  is  the  lady  with 
whom  I  board  and  I  seldom  see  her  more  than  three  times  per  day. 

I  am  very  glad  that  you  have  come  to  the  conclusion  to  write  me 
every  week.  If  you  will  do  this,  I  will  not  complain.  But  if  I  have 
scolded  you  it  has  been  very  affectionately,  and  therefore,  I  think 
you  will  not  take  umbrage.  One  thing  I  will  request  you  to  do,  and 
that  is  cease  making  apologies  for  the  imperfection  of  your  letters. 

You  surely  think  I  can’t  judge  of  these  things,  something  I  claim  to 
have  some  knowledge  about,  as  you  know.  Why,  your  letters  interest  me 
more  than  Junius,  or  any  other  author.  It  is  the  most  exquisite  love 
feast  to  me  to  sit  down  and  read  your  affectionate  effusions. 

Well,  I  believe  I  have  not  told  you  much  about  the  Methodist  churches 
in  St.  Louis,  and  I  cannot  tell  you  now,  for  I  have  not  visited  all  of 
them.  However,  I  will  tell  you  about  two,  and  at  some  future  time  I  will 
tell  you  more  about  them. 

The  first  is  the  4th  street,  situated  on  a  street  of  that  name. 

This,  I  believe,  is  the  oldest  church  in  the  city  belonging  to  the 
Methodists.  It  is  an  old  fashioned  structure  and  rather  uncomely  in 
appearance.  It  has  two  stories,  a  basement  and  upper  one.  In  the  base¬ 
ment  is  the  preacher’s  office,  a  neat  little  room,  and  a  large  hall  for 
holding  Sabbath  school,  prayer  meeting,  etc.  Above,  there  is  a  room 
in  which  public  preaching  is  generally  held.  This  is  a  very  plain  room, 
the  seats  are  very  hard  and  they  have  no  cushions  at  all.  The  Rev.  J. 

H.  Linn  preaches  here.  He  is  very  fluent  and  has  perhaps  rather  a  rhe¬ 
torical  talent  than  otherwise  and  is  decidedly  a  popular  preacher.  I 
think,  for  the  manner  and  matter  of  his  preaching  that  he  never  studies. 

He  uses  some  very  fanciful  and  pretty  expressions,  but  really,  I  think 
him  very  superficial.  I  believe  he  stands  very  fair  with  his  congrega¬ 
tion.  I  have  joined  here  and  attend  here  occasionally. 

Centenary  church,  situated  on  5th  street.  It  was  built  soon  after 
the  Centenary  of  Methodism,  and  from  thence  derives  its  name.  It  is  a 
large,  well-built  and  generally  well  filled  church.  The  Rev.  tfei.  H. 

Lewis  is  pastor,  this  year.  I  do  not  think  that  he  can  sustain  himself 
at  all,  as  I  am  informed  his  congregation  is  very  intelligent,  and  you 
know  I  place  no  very  high  estimate  on  his  talent.  I  heard  Rev.  F.  A. 
Morris,  son  of  Bishop  Morris,  at  Centenary  Church  last  Saturday  evening. 

He  is  quite  talented,  -  indeed,  I  think  him  by  far  the  best  Methodist 
preacher  I  have  heard  in  the  city.  His  style  is  plain,  strong  and 
forcible.  He  is  destined  to  make  a  star  of  the  first  magnitude  in  the 
constellation  of  Methodist  preachers.  My  favorite  Methodist  preachers 
here  are  Drs.  Potts  and  Ballard.  They  are  Presbyterians,  gentlemen  of 
distinguished  abilities  and  emunent  attainments .  Both  of  them  have 
large  churches,  well  filled  generally.  The  only  objection  I  have  to 
them  is  that  they  read  instead  of  delivering  their  sermons  extemporane¬ 
ously.  There  is  a  small  Protestant  Methodist  Church  here,  which  I  have 
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not  yet  visited.  As  soon  as  I  visit  it_,  I  ■will  tell  you  something  about  it. 
I  must  go  and  hear  Bros.  Headley  and  Peterson. 

I  am  sorry  to  inform  you  that  all  the  information  we  can  get  here  shows 
that  Gen.  Taylor  is  elected  hy  a  large  majority.  O'Ur  Democratic  Iriends 
take  it  very  cheerfully ^  from  the  consideration  that  the  Whigs  are  erecting 
a  mon-ument  which  will  crush  their  future  prospects.  As  to  my  vote^  I  think 
I  did  vote  exactly  right,  for  Cass  and  Butler .  I  did  it  as  cheerf'ully  as  I 
ever  did  anything  of  that  kind. 

I  have  been  quite  unwell  for  the  last  two  or  three  days,  but  I  am  in 
hopes  that  it  is  nothing  serious.  We  have  very  gloomy  weather.  It  has 
been  cloudy  and  rainy  for  the  last  several  days  constantly.  St.  Louis  is 
anything  but  pleasant  in  such  weather,  I  assure  you. 

I  "was  much  aggrieved  to  learn  that  Judy  had  married  that  old,  uncouth 
Cheatham,  but  I  am  in  hopes  they  will  do  well.  You  must  not  let  them  know 
what  I  think  about  it  all.  You  told  me  very  little  about  the  wedding,  the 
new  in  Saline  Co.,  etc.,  and  I  am  in  hopes  you  will  tell  me  a  good  deal 
more  in  the  future.  I  have  “written  to  father,  requesting  him  to  tell  me 
all  about  it,  but  I  doubt  whether  he  will  or  not.  I  doubt  it  very  much  in¬ 
deed.  Is  old  Cheatham  worth  anything  at  all,  or  not?  Did  you  say  they 
(both  of  them),  were  going  to  Tennessee  in  the  Spring?  Give  my  love  to  all 
the  family.  Kiss  Manny  and  believe  me  your  undeviatingr and  devoted, 

Sam’l  M.  Ayres 


St.  Louis,  Mo.,  Nov.  ? _ ,l848 


Mrs.  Priscilla  F.  Ayres, 

My  dear  Girl: 

It  is  always  a  source  of  the  most  exquisite  pleasure  to  "write  to 
you,  for  I  know  that  by  this  means  I  am  affording  to  you  a  gratification 
which  at  this  distance  I  could  not  be  able  otherwise  to  do.  Besides,  when¬ 
ever  I  take  up  my  pen  to  'write  to  you,  it  seems  that  I  am  in  affectionate 
communion  with  you,  which  perhaps  give  me  more  real  pleasure  than  I  would 
experience  were  I  in  your  immediate  company.  Yes,  I  love  to  steal  from 
the  busy,  crowded  city  into  my  secluded  little  room  and  spend  in  solitude 
a  few  moments  in  holding  epistolary  coram’union  with  you.  I  love  to  read 
over,  again  and  again,  your  very  affectionate  letters,  and  treasure  them 
up  in  my  heart. 

Last  Sabbath  I  went  to  the  Protestant  Methodist  Church.  This  lit¬ 
tle  ch'urch  is  situated  on  7th  St.  in  rather  a  sparsely  populated  part  of 
the  city.  It  is  built  of  brick  and  I  would  suppose  about  35  ft.  long  and 
about  15  ft.  -wide.  They  have  here  a  small  Sabbath  school,  which  "was  in 
session  when  I  went  in.  I  suppose  there  were  between  2C  and  25  scholars. 
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They  have  now  no  minister^  hut  are  expecting  daily  one  from  Cincinnati, 
who  is  said  to  be  a  man  of  some  talent.  They  have  a  very  small  congre¬ 
gation,  I  have  been  informed.  As  there  was  no  preaching  here,  I  went 
aroimd  to  the  Campbellite  church.  This  is  an  ordinary  frame  building, 
but  poorly  furnished.  Here  I  heard  a  sermon,  plain,  pure  and  good, 
from  Rev.  Mr.  Patter  (?),  something  I  did  not  expect  from  a  Campbellite. 
His  doctrines  were  Methodistic. 

I  have  just  returned  from  the  dissecting  room,  where  I  expect  to 
live  for  the  next  two  or  three  months  at  night.  I  find  there  here  and 
here  alone  can  I  learn  anatomy  and  surgery.  I  think  I  can  become  very 
familiar  with  all  the  animal  economy  in  this  session.  We  have  an  excel¬ 
lent  subject  this  evening.  A  female  about  20  years  old,  who,  I  suppose, 
was  handsome,  intelligent,  etc.,  from  appearances.  We  have  in  the  room 
about  20  subjects  and  about  20  dissectors.  It  is,  as  you  may  suppose, 
not  so  very  pleasant  in  this  room  as  much  as  I  am,  since  I  smell  so 
offensively  all  the  time.  I  know  you,  if  you  were  here,  would  be  great¬ 
ly  complaining  all  the  time  about  my  stench,  etc.  So  here,  you  see, 
would  be  a  prominent  reason  why  you  should  not  be  with  me  when  I  attend 
the  lectures.  But  if  you  can  put  up  with  it  I  can.  One  thing  is  cer¬ 
tain.  I  do  not  feel  disposed  again  to  stay  away  from  you  five  or  six 
months . 

We  had  last  night  a  snow  about  an  inch  deep,  and  the  weather  is 
still  lowering  and  threatening.  I  do  not  object  to  cold  weather,  how¬ 
ever,  as  it  suits  my  pursuits  better  than  warm.  Last  night,  also,  the 
Most  Worthy  Grand  Patriarch  of  the  Sons  of  Temperance  addressed  the 
Dau^ters  of  Temperance .  I  understand  that  he  delivered  a  very  elo¬ 
quent  address.  He  is  from  Cincinnati. 

The  Whigs  had  a  tremendous  meeting  in  commemoration  of  their  vic¬ 
tory  Wednesday  evening.  They  gave  a  supper,  the  proceeds  of  which  are 
to  be  given  to  the  poor.  They  seem  anxious  to  conciliate  the  favor 
and  union  of  the  Democrats,  but  this  they  cannot  do  at  all  -  old  Zak 
is  really  and  truly  elected  and  the  Whigs  are  again  lifting  their  heads 
with  bouyant  hopes  and  brilliant  expectations. 

You  say  in  your  last  letter  that  you  are  very  anxious  to  see  me. 

I  have  no  doubt  that  you  are,  but  not  more  so  than  I  am  to  see  you  and 
my  dear  little  Manny.  I  frequently  think  of  you  both,  especially  when 
I  am  alone  and  earnestly  desire  your  presence.  But  one  thing  is  grati¬ 
fying.  ^  are  j oined  in  heart,  for  hearts  neither  time  nor  space  can 
separate.  In  one  other  particular  let  us  be  joined  and  we  will  proceed 
veil  -  let  us  join  our  ardent  and  sincere  devotions  to  Heaven  for  our 
mutual  spiritual  and  eternal  welfare. 

In  this  city,  surrounded  with  the  circumstances  that  I  have  to  con¬ 
tend  with,  it  is  almost  utterly  impossible  to  realize  much  religious 
enjoyment.  I  have  much  need  of  spiritual  assistance,  of  religious  asso¬ 
ciations  ,  etc .  Remember  me  in  your  devotions . 
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The  small-pox  is  prevailing  here  quite  extensively,  as  it  always  does 
in  the  winter.  I  have  been  re-vaccinated  and  therefore  feel  in  hopes  to 
avoid  it.  ¥e  have  a  death  from  it  next  door  from  us,  but  it  is  not  within 
two  hundred  yards  of  our  boarding  house.  My  second  vaccination  took  very 
well  and  I  think  it  will  protect  me  from  an  attack.  It  is  certainly  a 
very  fearful  malady,  since  nearly  one-half  of  those  who  have  it  die  with 
it.  However,  those  who  have  been  successfully  vaccinated  scarcely  ever 
have  it,  and  if  they  do,  it  is  very  lightly  and  hardly  ever  results  fatally. 

I  am  told  St.  Louis  is  never  clear  of  it,  that  it  lurks  from  place  to  place 
from  year  to  year  and  in  the  winter  is  much  worse  than  any  other  time. 

I  see  it  announced  in  the  papers  that  Mr.  Forbes  is  here.  I  shall  go 
immediately  to  see  him  and  get  him  to  convey  to  you  this  letter.  If  he  is 
not,  however,  I  will  send  it  by  mail. 

Your  very  affectionate  husband, 

Sam’l  M.  Ayres 

P.S.:  If  Mr.  Forbes  takes  this,  you  will  get itabcxit 'ihe  time  of  my  former 
letter.  S.M.A. 

P.S.  When  I  went  to  the  hotel,  I  found  that  Mr.  Forbes  had  gone  several  days 
previously.  Nothing  of  interest  has  transpired  for  several  days  here,  and 
therefore  I  have  not  much  to  add.  It  is  very  cold  here  at  present.  Snow 
had  been  falling  occasionally  all  day  and  the  wind  whistles  furiously  down 
these  streets.  It  seems  to  me  the  winds  are  more  piercing  and  bleak  here 
than  they  are  in  the  country  -  obstmcted  as  they  are  by  the  houses  in 
squares,  they  tack  around  and  blow  excessively  cold  along  the  streets.  To¬ 
day  I  was  out  at  the  city  Hospital.  Here  we  had  two  cases  of  midwifery 
lately,  one  last  night  and  one  the  night  before.  There  are  more  pregnant 
women  and  children  in  St.  Louis  than  any  other  place  I  was  ever  in.  We 
have  at  the  hospital  all  kinds  of  scenes  from  head  to  foot .  Pardon  my  vul¬ 
gar  aUusions,  and  don’t  tell  anybody.  This  week  I  have  not  gotten  a  let¬ 
ter  from  you. 

Affectionately,  yours  forever, 

Sam  M.  Ayres 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  Nov.  22,  l848. 


Mrs.P.  Frances  Ayres, 

My  dear  Frances: 

When  I  last  wrote  to  you,  I  was  quite  unwell,  and  though  I  am  still  so 
yet  I  feel  much  better  than  I  have  done.  I  think  my  attack  rheimiatic,  and 
is  not  therefore,  I  am  in  hopes,  of  a  serious  character.  I  suffered  a  good 
deal  for  several  days  with  it.  But  the  least  sickness,  when  you  are  not 
present  to  soothe  me  and  to  wait  on  me,  will  appear  to  me,  you  know,  quite 
intense.  Your  presence,  your  solaces,  weaken  the  intensity  of  both  bodily 
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and  mental  siif f erings .  I  have  heard  ministers^  in  the  wamth  of  their 
zeal  declare  that  it  was  hmnaterial  where  they  fell  a  victim  to  the  inth- 
less  monster^  deaths  whether  amidst  savage  foes^  harhafous  wilds ^  or 
affectionate  friends .  I  admire  the  zeal  of  these  holy  men,  hut  I  really 
cannot  so  feel.  I  know,  if  the  triumps  of  religion  have  subdued  the 
heart,  if  the  influence  of  the  Holy  Spirit  has  purified  the  soul,  after 
death  you  will  be  well.  But  let  me  die  in  the  midst  of  my  friends,  where 
she  whom  I  love  most  may  shed  the  sympathizing  tear,  and  "where  I  may  im¬ 
print  affection's  last,  dearest  token  on  the  cheek  of  him  who  is  a 
pledge  of  our  reciprocal  love .  But  you  may  be  curious  to  know  why  I 
indulge  in  such  a  pensive  theme.  It  is  well  enou^,  in  the  midst  of  as 
much  hilarity  and  merriment  as  I  am,  once  in  a  while  to  be  arrested  by 
the  serious  thought  of  death. 

We  had  quite  an  interesting  exhibition  of  the  Daughters  of  Temper¬ 
ance  at  4th  St.  church  the  past  week.  The  order  "was  presented  a  Bible 
by  a  lady  here  whose  name  I  have  forgotten.  This  was  received  by  Mr. 
Hereford,  from  Independence,  "with  a  very  appropriate  address  quite  elo¬ 
quently  delivered.  They  sang  several  very  pretty  airs  and  had  several 
very  eloquent  and  thrilling  addresses  delivered.  They  number  here,  I 
believe,  about  a  hundred.  They  have  been  organized  about  one  year. 

They  are  now  moving  under  favorable  auspices,  thou^  they  at  first  met 
"With  many  discouragements.  Mrs.  Linn,  Rev.  John  ¥.  Linn's  "wife,  is 
their  principal  leader,  I  believe.  It  is  supposed  that  they  "will  now 
succeed,  as  the  experiment  fully  proves,  the  excellence  and  moral  worth 
of  the  institution.  Their  first  anniversary  "was  very  entertaining. 

Our  students  keep  coming  in.  We  now  number  nearly  100,  and  I 
think  still  others  "Will  come.  They  are  generally  intelligent,  indus¬ 
trious,  ambitious  and  agreeable.  It  is  true  that  there  are  several  who 
are  not  very  promising,  and  who  will  never  make  very  distinguished  doc¬ 
tors,  but  they  are  pleasant,  good  fellows.  Some  of  them  are  very  wild, 
others  are  quite  steady.  None  very  great  rakes.  In  short,  we  are  a 
very  remarkable  body.  In  my  class  we  are  five  in  number.  Two  from  Ala¬ 
bama,  young  gentlemen  of  fine  literary  attainments,  having  graduated  at 
the  Virginia  University.  The  others  of  us  are  Missourians,  -  Mr.  Here¬ 
ford,  Mr.  Morris  and  myself.  I  have  told  you  before  that  Morris  is  a 
clever  fellow.  In  short,  I  could  not  desire  a  better  class. 

In  a  letter  or  two  back  you  spoke  of  your  afflictions.  I  am  truly- 
grieved  to  hear  you  are  still  so  afflicted.  I  cannot,  however,  think 
that  you  have  the  gravel  at  all.  If  you  had  this  disease,  there  would 
be  no  cessation  in  your  pain,  which  you  know  has  been  the  case.  I  think 
that  your  kidneys  may  be  slightly  affected.  If  I  should  live  to  return, 

I  think  I  shall  be  able  to  relieve  you.  For  habitual  costiveness  is 
probably  a  prominent  cause  of  your  disease  and  when  this  is  removed  and 
your  kidneys  made  to  secrete  properly,  I  have  no  doubt  you  will  get  well. 
How  does  my  little  Manny  come  on?  You  say  you  have  to  whip  him  some. 

Now,  you  ought  not  to  do  thus.  You  know  I  am  not  much  in  favor  of  the 
lash,  and  more  especially  on  small  children.  I  know  that  your  judgement 
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will  lead  you  to  do  ri^t.  Can  he  walk  pretty  well?  Does  he  utter  any 
words  distinctly?  Is  he  healthy?  Answer  all  these  interrogatories  in  your 
next . 

You  tell  me  that  I  must  he  careful  in  expending  my  money.  This  is  very 
essential  advice  and  it  is  such  that  necessity  will  compel  me  to  take,  as  I 
have  no  more  than  I  can  possibly  get  a^ong  with.  I  have^  however ^  enough 
I  think^  to  take  me  throu^,  should  I  be  well  and  should  no  misfortune  be¬ 
fall  me. 

I  will  tell  you  all  about  the  Confessional  of  the  Catholic  Church. 

They  have  certain  hours  devoted  to  the  purpose  of  confessing.  This  is  gen¬ 
erally  at  ni^t.  Here  the  person  confessing  meets  the  Priest  and  he  is  dili 
gently  interrogated  on  every  species  of  wickedness  it  is  likely  he  has  com¬ 
mitted.  Females  are  submitted  to  the  same  examination.  They  have  to  tell 
all  about  their  most  secret  and  private  family  acts  _,as  well  as  all  their 
improper  thou^ts,  and  this  alone  with  the  Priest.  I  have  a  little  book 
explaining  the  process  completely.  Some  q^uestions  put  to  females  are  enough 
to  "make  the  cheek  of  darkness  blush" .  There  is  not  a  thing  belonging  to 
the  married  or  single  life  about  which  they  are  not  questioned.  I  would 
not  say  that  the  Priests  are  guilty  of  dark  improprieties ^  but  some  things 
look  very  suspicious  indeed.  I  have  scrutinized  their  actions  very  closely. 
But  more  of  this  anon. 

You  did  not  write  to  me  who  married  Cheatham  and  Judy.  ThiS;  I  suppose 
you  thought  you  would  reserve  for  a  future  epistle.  Before  I  put  this  let¬ 
ter  in  the  office^  I  shall  I  expect^  get  nne  from  you^  and  as  there  may  be 
something  to  answer^  I  will  not  fill  my  sheet  now. 

I  have  just  received  a  letter  from  you  which  has  again  revived  my 
drooping  spirits.  I  now  hope  that  every  Saturday  ni^t  will  bring  fresh 
news  from  my  loved  ones.  I  am  glad  to  hear  that  you  are  tolerably  well. 

I  sympathize^  however^  as  I  always  have  done,  with  you  in  your  affliction. 

As  I  said  before,  I  hope  your  disease  is  not  serious.  Indeed,  I  am  cer¬ 
tain  it  is  not . 

I  have  today  witnessed  two  surgical  operations  by  our  excellent  Dean, 
Dr.  Pope.  One  was  for  a  small  dog-bite  and  the  other  for  hemorrhoids,  or 
piles.  By  the  way,  how  do  your  piles  come  on? 

I  am  glad  to  inform  you  that  I  am  entirely  well.  For  several  days  I 
suffered  extremely  with  rheumatism.  Continue  to  write  as  you  have  done, 
and  believe  me,  yours. 


Sam*l  M.  Ayres . 

P.S.  on  inside  flap  of  above  letter:  My  dear,  you  must  not  forget  me  in 
your  devotions.  I  rely  a  great  deal  on  your  prayers,  and  when  you  pray  I 
believe  you  will  think  of  your  beloved. 

S.  M.  Ayres 
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The  next  envelope  is  postmarked  Dec  3?  18^4-8.  It  is  addressed  to 
Mrs  Priscilla  F.  Ayres,  near  Georgetown,  Pettis  Co  ,  Mo  and  has  writ¬ 
ten  down  in  the  corner  these  words:  "Go  ahead.  Uncle  Sam,  on  listen¬ 
ing  wings".  There  is  no  letter  in  it  On  the  inside  flap  of  the  enve¬ 
lope  is  a  note  which  reads,  "My  dear,  I  write  so  often  that  I  am  afraid 
you  will  get  tired  reading  and  if  you  do,  I  shall  take  your  neglect  for 
proof  of  that,  and  will  not  trouble  you  so  much  But  if  you  will  write 
to  me  as  often  as  I  write,  viz.,  once  a  week, you  may  expect  me  to  con¬ 
tinue  I  am  afraid  the  cold  weather  will  obstruct  the  transmission  of 
our  letters  somewhat  However,  persevere  in  writing,  and  we  will  get 
some,  anyhow. 

Your  most  affectionate  one,  Sam'l  M.  Ayres 

The  envelopes  containing  these  letters  are  not  gummed,  but  folded, 
and  sealed  with  wax,  and  when  the  seal  is  broken,  the  entire  envelope 
opens  out. 

The  next  letter  is  not  dated.  The  envelope  is  postmarked  Dec.  6th 
and  inside  the  envelope  is  this  note:  Frances,  how  do  Sis  and  old  Court 
ney  come  on?  I  suppose  they  are  not  married  yet.  Tell  her  she  ought  to 
try  and  come  up  with  her  sister,  at  any  rate,  and  that  will  be  very  hard 
to  do,  won't  it,  my  dear?  Tell  her  I  have  a  beau  for  her  and  I  have 
given  her  to  him.  He  is  a  student  of  medicine  and  a  real  first  rate 
fellow.  He  says  he  certainly  will  go  to  see  her  sometime. 

Note  by  Miss  Ayres:  The  inquiry  concerning  "Sis"  refers  to  Mrs. 
Ayres'  sister,  Miranda  Elizabeth  (Priest)  Grinstead,  and  "Old  Courtney" 
was  Peter  Courtney,  a  native  of  Pettis  Co.,  and  friend  of  the  Priest 
family.  Miranda  Elizabeth  Priest  was  five  years  younger  than  her  sis¬ 
ter,  Priscilla  Frances  (Priest)  Ayres.  She  married,  in  I852,  William 
Grinstead,  and  lived  to  be  lOT-l-  years  old.  She  was  the  attendant  at 
the  wedding  of  Dr.  Ayres'  sister,  Martha  Judith  Leake  Ayres,  to  Madison 
Cheatham,  about  which  her  brother  seems  so  much  concerned. 


Saint  Louis  December  l848 


Mrs.  Priscilla  Frances  Ayres, 

My  dear  Fanny: 

Yours  of  the  22nd  ilLtimo  was  received  and  read  with  great  pleasure, 
and  though  I  am  very  busy,  I  hasten  to  address  you  again.  With  the 
first  of  December  came  Winter  in  earnest.  The  wind  blew  intensely  hard 
and  cold.  Large  masses  of  flocculant  coulds  gathered  over  the  heavens 
and  snow  fell  to  the  depth  of  6  or  8  Inches,  which  now  annoys  me  extreme 
ly  as  it  is  melting  with  my  old  boots  have  holes  in  them,  in  which  the 
water  is  pouring  on  all  sides.  This  is  a  beautifial  day  overhead.  The 
luminary  of  day  is  pouring  his  cheering  beams  all  around.  The  clouds 
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have  dispersed.  The  sleighs,  the  beautiful  and  finely  decorated  slei¬ 
ghs,  are  slipping  throu^  the  streets  with  lovely  and  smiling  ladies 
and  mustached  gentlemen,  all  happy,  no  doubt,  but  I  am  not  happy  among 
all  these  delightful  scenes.  The  smiling,  affectionate  pair,  as  they 
move  in  the  elastic,  bounding  sleigh  makes  me  to  feel  my  loneliness  and 
induces  me  to  wish  for  her  whom  I  have  left  behind.  And  this  linger¬ 
ing  affection  which  clings  to  her  that  is  behind  is  not  like  that  exist¬ 
ing  in  the  romantic  visions  of  some  youth  who  has  left  one  to  whom  he 
is  engaged,  but  an  indescribable  feeling  of  the  absence  of  the  dearest 
and  best  half.  But  I  am  consoled  with  the  reflection  that  we  will 
meet  again,  if  Providence  smile,  where  those  moments  of  love  and  joy 
realised  in  the  family  circle  will  be  to  each  of  us  more  dear  than 
ever  before  they  have  been. 

Quarterly  meeting  is  now  in  progress  up  at  4th  St .  Methodist 
Church.  Rev.  J.  H.  Linn  is  on  a  visit  to  New  Orleans,  from  which  I 
presume  he  will  return  in  a  few  days.  The  object  of  his  visit  I  do 
not  know,  as  I  have  not  inquired.  By  the  by,  these  city  preachers 
see  fine  times  -  live  high  -  smoke  cigars,  walk  the  streets,  etc. 

Really,  theirs,  if  they  have  an  easy  conscience, is  an  enviable  posi¬ 
tion.  I  have  repeatedly  heard  it  asserted  that  the  cities  must  be 
supplied  with  talented  ministers  (hence  the  favored  few  of  St.  Louis 
Conference  are  put  down  for  St.  L.,  because  the  city  congregations  are 
more  intelligent.)  Well,  really,  if  this  is  the  case,  I  have  not  the 
sagacity  to  perceive  it,  I  confess.  I  think  the  country  congregations, 
take  them  generally,  are  equally  as  intelligent  as  those  in  St.  Louis, 
and  many  of  them  more  so.  It  seems  to  me  that  the  most  pious,  devoted 
and  worthy  ministers  are  placed  upon  the  worst  circuits,  whilst  a  few 
will  so  insinuate  themselves  into  the  graces  of  the  appointing  powers 
as  to  secure  the  city  appointments.  Now,  these  things  seem  to  me  to 
exert  a  very  injurious  influence  over  the  work. 

Last  Thursday  evening  I  went  to  hear  the  Grand  Patriarch  of  the 
Sons  of  Temperance  at  the  rotunda  of  the  Court  House .  He  made  a  most 
impressive  and  thrilling  speech.  I  do  not  know  that  I  ever  heard  a 
better  on  that  subject.  He  is  travelling  all  over  the  United  States 
lecturing  on  this  most  important  subject,  and  he  is  no  doubt  accomplish¬ 
ing  a  large  amount  of  good  in  that  way.  His  speeches  were  generally 
much  admired  for  their  beauty,  strength  and  general  excellence. 

The  most  interesting  and  imposing  scene  I  have  witnessed  was  a 
procession  of  more  than  a  thousand  ?  all  with  their  plain  but  beau¬ 
tiful  regalia,  and  their  flags.  They  have  had  several  splendid  bands 
of  music.  The  ?  marched  in  front.  Next  came  the  cadets,  a  bri^t, 
happy  set  of  little  fellows .  Then  came  the  daughters  in  their  carriages . 
They  marched  throu^  several  streets,  attracting  crowds  of  the  curios, 
which  thronged  the  street  all  the  time . 

You  say  you  were  not  offended  at  my  waiting  on  the  ladies.  Well, 

I  hope  you  ought  not  to  be,  because  you  know  I  mean  no  harm  by  it  at 
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all.  But  rest  assured  that  the  snap  in  -which  I  was  placed  hy  John  and 
his  girls  was  to  me  a  very  disagreeable  one^  for  they  were  very  homely 
girls  and  pestered  me  very  much^  as  I  had  to  put  my  bones ^  etc.  out  of 
the  way  and  make  room  for  them.  I  have  not  been  cau^t  in  a  like  pre¬ 
dicament  since ^  and  if  Providence  will  pardon  me^  I  will  never  be 
caught  in  another  such  It  is  true^  I  like  to  wait  upon  the  girls,  but 
I  never  cared  much  about  ugly  ones,  as  you  know.  I  hope  you  will  give 
yourself  no  uneasiness  about  my  attentions  to  the  ladies,  as  I  never 
conduct  myself  improperly  among  them.  The  reason  why  I  knew  those 
miserable  prostitutes  that  got  on  the  omnibus  was  because  they  were 
pointed  out  to  me  as  such,  the  day  before,  in  tricks  that  would  make 
me  recollect  them. 

Now ,  my  dear  you  know  that  it  is  no  fiction  of  poetry  that  "love 
is  full  of  jealousy" ,  and  I  know  you  love  me  from  the  fact  that  you  give 
such  strong  evidence  of  it  in  your  jealousy.  But  now  I  think,  yea,  I 
know,  I  love  you  and  I  have  so  much  confidence  in  you  that  I  can  find  no 
room  for  jealousy  and  therefore  I  cannot  exhibit  the  same  evidence  of 
love  that  you  exhibit,  viz,  jealousy.  You  express  yourself  so  tartishly 
about  my  relations,  I  fear  they  offended  you  when  you  were  there.  You 
state  also,  that  you  have  declined  staying  there  any  this  winter.  Now, 

I  would  like  to  know  what  is  the  reason  for  all  of  this.  I  feel  confi¬ 
dent  that  there  is  some  reason,  and  I  think  you  ought  to  tell  me  what 
it  is.  If  they  have  in  any  way  insulted  you,  I  hope  you  will  not  go 
back.  If,  however,  they  have  not,  I  think  you  would  do  well  to  stay 
there  a  week  or  two  as  you  promised.  You  can,  however,  use  your  own 
pleasure  about  these  things 

As  to  rejoicing  over  Gen.  Taylor's  election,  I  think  the  tune  will 
be  turned  in  a  few  months  after  his  inauguration.  I  do  not  hope  the 
result,  because  I  hope  that  everything  will  go  on  smoothly  and  properly 
You  say  you  would  not  have  gone  in  the  procession,  as  I  was  a  Democrat. 

I  thank  you  very  much  for  the  respect  you  show  me,  and  I  commend  you 
for  your  magnanimity  in  disdaining  to  associate  with  a  Taylor  crowd. 

I  am  glad  you  have  become  fond  of  writing  and  am  in  hopes  you  will 
keep  it  up,  for  I  am  much  entertained  with  your  interesting,  well-writ¬ 
ten  and  affectionate  epistles  Nothing  gives  me  more  pleasure,  after 
spent  a  week  in  hard  study,  laborius  walking  etc.  than  to  go  up  to  the 
post  office  and  find  a  letter  from  you.  But  when  I  am  disappointed,  it 
redoubles  my  sadness.  Therefore,  you  should  not  forget,  or  neglect  to 
write  to  me  regularly  Give  my  love  to  all  the  family,  and  imagine  you 
receive  my  kisses  as  well  as  my  love .  You  must  kiss  little  Manny  for 
me  . 


Sam'l  M.  Ayres 
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Saint  Louis,  Dec.  12,  l848 


Mrs.  Priscilla  F.  Ayres, 

My  dear  Girl: 

Again  with  avidity  and  cheerfulness  I  seize  a  spare  opportunity  to 
address  you  a  few  lines. 

This  has  been  a  dark,  gloomy  week;  the  clouds  have  covered  the  Heavens 
for  several  days;  rain  and  vapor  have  been  almost  incessantly  falling.  It 
is  indeed  weather  calculated  to  produce  the  most  pensive  feelings,  especi¬ 
ally  in  one  who  feels  lonely,  but  I  have  enjoyed  myself  perhaps  as  much  as 
usual.  You  complain  of  your  loneliness,  etc.,  and  really  I  expect  you  feel 
so,,  for  I  know  I  have  realized  much  of  that  since  I  have  been  here,  and  I 
expect  I  should  feel  so  much  more  so  if  I  did  not  have  so  much  to  engage  my 
mind,  but  from  half  after  six  o'clock  in  the  morning  until  11  o'clock  at 
night,  I  am  closely  and  busily  engaged  and  you  must  know  that  when  I  retire 
I  very  soon  surrender  myself  into  the  arms  of  Old  Somnus.  However,  you  know 
my  mind  must  rest  upon  you  and  my  dear  little  boy  some.  I  believe  I  am  less 
homesick  now  than  when  I  first  came  to  the  city,  and  I  think  your  prediction 
will  probably  not  be  correct,  that  I  will  go  back  about  Christmas.  I  ex¬ 
pect  to  be  up  about  the  first  week  in  March,  as  the  season  will  close  the 
last  of  February.  I  may,  however,  come  the  middle  of  February,  as  most  of 
the  lectures  will  have  closed  by  that  time . 

I  must  give  you  a  description  of  one  of  our  boarders,  a  Mrs.  Morris 
She  came  here  some  week  or  two  ago  from  the  Doniphan  House  where  she  had 
been  boarding  for  some  six  or  ei^t  months.  She  is  the  lady  of  a  steam¬ 
boat  officer,  a  very  gentlemanly,  polite  man.  She  has  two  children,  one 
about  eight  months  old,  and  the  other  about  three  mos .  She  was  raised  in 
the  city  of  New  York,  moved  in  the  gayest  and  most  polite  circles  -  classi¬ 
cally  educated  -  possessed  of  a  fine,  poetic  imagination,  sings,  and  per¬ 
forms  on  the  piano  and  guitar  admirably.  Indeed,  she  sings  all  the  late, 
popular  airs  finely  She  is  somewhat  coq,uettish  in  her  manners,  and  is 
very  romantic  in  disposition.  She  has  had  a  hip  disease  for  some  eight  or 
nine  months  and  can't  walk  without'  assistance.  She  is  now  rather  melan¬ 
choly,  and  to  hear  her  strike  up  "Irish  Lament"  or  "Bonadeaux"  or  some  of 
those  other  delightful  things,  with  that  melancholy,  romantic  expression 
peculiar  to  her,  it  would  thrill  your  very  soul.  She  is  not  handsome,  but 
she  is  the  most  intelligent  and  interesting  lady  I  have  met  in  St .  Louis . 

I  am  afraid  (a  little),  these  lines  will  excite  your  jealousy,  as  you  don't 
like  for  me  to  say  much  about  the  ladies. 

I  expect  to  move  this  afternoon  down  on  4th  St  ,  where  I  shall  perhaps 
remain  whilst  I  stay  here .  The  family  with  whom  I  have  boarded  have  rented 
a  house  there,  and  I  am  glad  of  it,  as  it  will  be  more  convenient  for  me  to 
the  hospital  and  college . 

The  small-pox  and  scarlet  fever  are  prevailing  here  to  quite  an  alarm- 
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ing  extent.  You  may^  almost  every  hour,  see  funeral  processions  going 
along  the  streets.  I  do  not  fear  small-pox,  as  I  have  been  re-vaccinated 
since  I  have  been  here  and  it  has  taken  remarkably  well.  A  good  many  of 
our  students  are  sick  at  present.  I  have  so  far,  with  the  exception  of 
a  little  rheumatism,  fortunately  escaped. 

I  have  no  idea  yet  where  I  shall  locate,  but  when  I  go  up  I  will  try 
and  select  a  location  that  will  suit  us  both.  It  may  be  that  I  will  go 
to  the  Platte  country,  as  I  am  informed  there  are  some  good  situations 
there  for  a  physician.  However,  I  have  not  determined  positively  upon  a 
location  and  will  not  until  I  get  throu^  here .  You  say  you  are  prepar¬ 
ing  to  keep  house.  Well,  that  is  ri^t.  I  will  bring  you  up  a  cook  book, 
should  I  live  to  return  in  the  Spring,  and  will  "do  things  up  brown",  you 
know. 


Since  the  above  was  written,  it  has  commenced  raining  and  sleeting 
and  is  very  unpleasant  indeed.  When  the  rain  will  stop,  I  don't  know. 

It  seems  to  me  it  will  rain  40  days  and  ni^ts  without  ceasing'.  The 
nights  are  getting  pretty  cold  and  I  tell  you  I  shiver  considerably,  and 
then,  you  know,  I  think  of  "Home,  sweet  Home,"  especially  its  enjoyments 
at  night  I  have  a  bed-mate,  but  0,  he  is  a  cold  man.  I  can't  hug  him 
up.  (Don't  show  this  to  anybody!  I  hope  you  will  pardon  these  indeli¬ 
cate  allusions ! ) 

Well,  the  clouds  have  dispersed  -  the  rain  has  ceased  and  the  sun's 
unclouded  disc  smiles  on  our  stirring  city.  From  one  end  of  the  street 
to  the  other,  you  may  see  coal  wagons  and  wood  carts. 

Your  letter  for  this  week  has  not  yet  arrived,  but  I  suppose  it  will 
in  a  few  days.  You  must  excuse  me  from  writing  any  more  at  present,  as 
I  am  quite  busy.  Be  sure  to  write  regularly,  and  believe  me,  yours, 

Sam'l  M.  Ayres 


Saint  Louis,  Dec.  17 ^  l848. 


Mrs.  Priscilla  Frances  Ayres, 

My  very  Dear  Girl: 

Today  I  accidentally  fell  into  the  post  office  and  fo\ind  advertised 
for  me  two  letters.  I  could  not  imagine  how  this  could  be,  for  I  have 
either  gone  myself,  or  sent  twice  a  week  regularly  since  I  have  been  here, 
to  the  office.  I  received  yours  of  last  week  and  why  there  should  be 
two  for  me  this  week,  I  did  not  know.  But  I  soon  found  from  the  dates 
that  one  was  an  old  letter,  dated  the  22nd,  and  the  other  dated  the  5‘th 
of  December.  The  one  I  received  last  week  was  postmarked  Dec.  6th.  Now, 
whilst  I  am  here,  let  me  request  you  to  finish  your  letter,  date  it  the 
day  you  send  it  to  the  office.  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  some  of  this 
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irregularity  is  due  to  the  negligence  of  the  postmaster  at  Georgetown.  I 
have  received  from  you  since  I  have  been  here^  nine  letters,  which  I  presume 
is  all  you  have  written,  for  which  I  am  truly  thankful.  I  will  now  proceed 
to  answer  the  one  dated  the  22nd  of  November. 

You  complain  in  it  of  my  scolding.  Well,  now  that  you  have  commenced 
writing,  you  will  find  that  I  will  cease  the  scolding.  I  hope  that  you  will 
not  be  distressed  at  that  good  humored  complaining,  for  you  know  that  it  was 
through  the  purest  affection;  that  I  wished  to  hear  from  you  and  I  did  not 
know  how  to  accomplish  this  without  scolding,  knowing  that  this  is  such  an 
effectual  means  with  you.  You  write  that  you  are  dejected  -  that  your 
spirits  are  depressed.  I  sympathize  with  you  profoundly  in  your  forlorn 
condition,  but  then  I  hope  you  will  sing  it  off.  As  to  your  neglect  of  writ¬ 
ing,  you  have  very  satisfactorily  repaired  that. 

I  do  not  think  it  altogether  fair,  my  dear,  to  bring  up  old  charges 
against  me,  especially  when  I  am  so  far  away  from  you,  but  I  attribute  it 
all  to  your  unaffected  earnestness  and  deep  affection.  I  believe  you  do  it, 
too,  more  for  the  purpose  of  rectifying  my  future  conduct  than  to  taunt  me 
for  that  which  is  past.  As  to  these  things,  that  is,  family  broils,  I  have 
no  doubt  that  I  am  more  guilty  than  you,  as  much  so,  at  any  rate.  I  am  glad, 
however,  that  no  unkind  word  or  action  of  yours  leaves  any  unpleasant  re¬ 
membrances  with  me,  whilst  I  am  sorry  that  the  recollection  of  any  wrongs  I 
have  done  you  pains  my  heart  deeply.  I  think  ondidly,  however,  that  there 
is  room  for  improvement  in  our  conduct  toward  each  other.  Therefore,  my 
dear,  let  me  entreat  you  to  give  yourself  no  lineasiness  at  all  about  any¬ 
thing  you  may  have  done  or  said,  calculated  to  excite  in  me  improper  feel¬ 
ings,  for  I  assure  you  I  bear  in  my  heart  naught  but  the  piurest  and  most 
devoted  affection  for  you. 

I  told  you  last  night  that  I  was  afraid  you  would  think  I  was  becoming 
obdurate  hearted  if  I  told  you  that  I  had  become  interested  in  the  dissec¬ 
tion  of  the  human  body.  If  I  had  known  that  you  would  have  drawn  this  con¬ 
clusion,  I  should  not  have  told  you  about  it.  Really,  I  think  that  it  is 
calculated  to  give  a  hardening  effect  to  be  engaged  in  such  things,  but 
without  this,  you  know,  I  cannot  learn  successfully  so  as  to  keep  up  with  my 
class,  and  you  know  I  have  too  much  ambition  to  be  behind  the  very  chief. 

I  still  visit  the  room  almost  every  night,  where  I  spend  two  to  three  hours 
dissecting.  I  am  now  becoming  quite  familiar  with  the  anatomy  of  the  human 
body,  and  expect  to  excell  in  this  branch,  if  I  live.  I  am  gratified  that 
you  sympathize  will  me  in  my  light  afflictions,  and  hope  that  I  will  have 
you  as  a  participator  of  my  woes  as  well  as  my  joys.  Truly,  I  think  myself 
greatly  blest  when  I  recollect  that  there  is  no  one  who,  whenever  she  sends 
up  her  devotional  aspirations  to  heaven,  remembers  me,  and  the  more  so,  as 
I  can  enjoy  the  blissful  reflection  that  she  is  mine  and  mine  forever.  My 
disease  was  nothing  serious,  as  I  have  before  informed  you,  though  I  have 
frequent  returns  of  it . 

I  am  sorry  to  hear  that  my  little  Manny  is  sick,  and  that  he  receives 
so  many  falls.  I  am  afraid  that  you  don't  pay  enou^  attention  to  him. 
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You  should  not  let  him  expose  himself  to  so  many  falls ^  for  he  mi^t  ruin 
himself  for  life.  I  vould  not  let  him  go  upstairs,  nor  in  the  kitchen. 
If  you  would  keep  these  doors  closed,  this  would  prevent  it.  I  hope  you 
will  try  and  do  this  and  take  care  of  our  precious  pledge  of  love . 

The  draymen  had  a  very  imposing  procession  the  other  day  in  celebra¬ 
tion  of  their  anniversary.  They  were  wholly  gentlemen  of  color  and  were 
arrayed  in  scarlet  uniforms.  They  had  an  admirable  band  of  music. 

Rev.  Dr.  Ballard,  of  the  First  Presbyterian  Church  is  delivering  a 
series  of  lectures  on  Sabbath  evenings  to  the  ladies.  They  are  pecTiliar- 
ly  admirable.  If  I  had  not  so  much  to  write  about  besides,  I  would  give 
you  a  brief  synopsis  of  them,  but  perhaps,  if  I  live,  I  will  tell  you 
about  them  sometime  when  we  meet  again.  I  wish  you  coiild  hear  them  for 
they  would  be  to  you  both  instructing  and  interesting-  Ere  I  was  aware, 

I  have  filled  my  page  and  for  conclusions  examine  envelope . 


Saint  Louis,  Dec.  25th,  l848. 


Mrs.  Pris .  Frances  Ayres, 

My  affectionate  Girl: 

Christmas  Gift!  If  I  were  present,  I  would  most  certainly  avail  my*- 
self  of  an  agreeable  kiss  for  a  Christmas  gift,  and  the  more  especially 
as  you  like  that  kind  of  business.  Pardon  a  little  pleasantry,  in  as  much 
as  it  is  Christmas. 

During  the  past  week  the  snow  has  fallen  to  some  2  or  3  inches  and 
now  the  rain  has  been  falling  for  some  time  and  the  streets  of  St.  Louis 
are  six  inches  deep  in  water  and  mud  --  not  very  agreeable,  as  you  may 
imagine.  In  the  early  part  of  the  week,  the  sleighs  were  slipping  over 
the  streets  like  lambs,  but  now  they  are  all  resting  in  the  flowing  waters 

Well,  really,  Frances,  it  has  been  a  long  time  since  I  spent  a  Christ 
mas  without  your  presence,  and  though  everything  is  life  and  animation  in 
the  streets,  I  cannot  realize  that  this  is  the  birthday  of  Christ  nor  can 
I  feel  the  cheerfulness  and  vivacity  I  have  experienced  on  this  day  in  the 
past.  But  though  I  am  pensive  and  lonely,  yet  I  am  disposed  to  render 
myself  as  happy  as  the  nature  of  the  circimistances  peimit,  and  therefore, 
as  the  best  means  to  secure  this  end,  I  have  undertaken  to  write  to  you. 

I  attended  the  Mormom  Church  the  other  day,  through  curiosity.  They 
have  rented,  and  now  occupy  the  old  Baptist  Church  on  Third  St.  I  suppose 
that  they  number  between  500  and  1000  members  here,  from  what  I  have  learn 
ed.  They  are  constantly  arriving,  I  am  told,  from  Eiirope  here,  and  from 
here  they  are  going  to  California.  There  were  in  the  church,  I  suppose, 
about  200  worshippers.  They  were  as  filthy,  ignorant,  superstitious  a  set 
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as  I  ever  saw^  and  furnish  as  fair  an  exhihition  of  the  folly  and  depravity 
of  the  human  race  as  I  ever  witnessed.  The  preacher^  a  very  ordinary  man^ 
gave  us  a  fair  exponent  of  his  ignorance  and  folly.  He  told  us  that  the 
"Kingdom  of  God"  was  a  term  that  should  he  taken  literally.  That  is^  that 
it  was  composed  of  a  certain  territory  which  is  now  California  -  a  King  who 
is  Christy  Judges  who  are  such  men  as  Smithy  Rigden,  etc.^  and  of  Priests. 
That  the  subjects  should  have  hut  one  Taherncale^  and  there  should  he  the 
throne  and  on  that  throne  Christ  should  sit  personally.  This  Tabernacle 
had  been  erected  twice  in  the  days  of  the  Jews^  and  once  in  our  day  at 
Nauvoo  -  and  now  it  would  he  permanently  erected  in  California.  This  is  a 
synopsis  of  their  creed  as  the  preacher  explained  it^  and  a  strange  thing 
it  is . 

¥e  are  troubled  with  two  alarming  epidemics  and  fear  the  visitation 
of  another  still  more  alarming  --  the  cholera.'  ¥e  have  learned  that  it  is 
in  Cincinnati,  and  if  that  is  the  case  you  know  it  must  necessarily  he  here 
in  a  few  days.  It  will  lay  the  filthy  population  of  the  suburbs  of  the  city, 
should  it  come  here.  I  do  not  much  fear  it,  however,  before  I  leave  in  the 
Spring.  The  cold  weather  will  measurably  rein  its  prevalence,  I  hope. 

¥e  have  an  invitation  to  take  a  social  glass  at  Professor  Pope's  to¬ 
day,  but  I  think  I  shall  not  accept  this.  Inasmuch  as  I  am  decidedly  a 
temperance  man,  you  know.  It  is  true,  I  should  like  very  well,  as  usual, 
to  have  a  glass  of  egg-nog,  but  this  pleasure  I  shall  forego  and  attend  the 
dissecting  room,  that  most  horrid  place  in  your  estimation.  ¥e  have  three 
days  vacation,  which  I  shall  spend,  if  I  live,  in  studying  the  human  system, 
which  I  hope  will  be  more  profitable  than  any  amusement  in  which  I  can  en- 


The  California  gold  fever  is  very  high  here.  Half  the  young  men  in 
St.  Louis  talk  of  starting  for  the  golden  harvest  in  a  few  days.  Several 
have  already  left,  and  are  going  by  way  of  New  Orleans.  Among  them  is  ¥m. 
E.  Lacey,  our  old  preacher.  He  started  with  goods  a  few  days  ago,  in  full 
expectation  of  reaping  a  golden  harvest.  ¥hat  say  you  to  going,  my  dear, 
in  the  Spring?  ¥ould  you  follow  me?  ¥ell,  if  you  would  not,  I  think  I 
should  not  like  much  to  go,  for  I  have  had  enou^  of  single  blessedness 
this  winter.  But  there  is  no  very  strong  probability  of  my  going  to  that 
savage  country.  If  you  will  only  go  to  Texas,  that  will  be  quite  s-uffi- 
cient  for  me,  you  know. 

Your  letter  for  last  week  has  not  arrived  and  I  will  wait  a  day  or 
two  before  I  send  this  to  you,  so  that  I  can  get  yours  and  answer  it. 

I  hope  our  little  boy,  about  whom  I  have  been  uneasy  for  several  days, 

is  better.  You  must  take  good  care  of  him,  for  perhaps  we  will  not  be  so 

successful  again,  and  you  know  I  can't  do  without  a  boy  at  all. 

Dec.  26th,  '48 

My  dear,  this  morning  I  called  at  the  office  bright  and  early  and  to 
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my  great  gratification  I  found  a  letter  from  you,  the  first  I  have  got- 
for  two  weeks.  So  you  see  that  the  irregularity  of  the  mail  has  affect¬ 
ed  me  as  much  as  you.  Since  I  have  been  here,  I  have  not  failed  to  write 
every  week  and  I  would  write  twice  a  week  if  I  thou^t  it  would  do  any 
good.  I  regret,  my  dear,  that  you  are  so  lonely  and  melancholy,  and  that 
you  have  so  much  trouble.  But  above  all  I  deeply  regret  that  you  express 
yourself  with  so  little  confidence  in  me.  You  say  you  feel  as  though 
you  had  "the  responsibility  of  a  mother  resting  alone  on  you. "  Well, 
certainly  you  do  not  think  that  I  am  willing  to  avoid  any  of  that  respon¬ 
sibility,  which  it  is  my  duty  to  bear?  My  dear,  if  I  thought  seriously 
that  you  had  as  little  confidence  in  me  as  to  believe  anything  of  that 
kind,  I  should  feel  indescribably  miserable.  I  am  glad  our  dear  little 
boy  is  improving.  I  hope  he  will  soon  get  well.  Be  patient,  Frances, 

I  only  have  to  stay  here  about  two  months  now,  and  I  shall  hasten  to  you. 

Your  affectionate  husband, 

Sam'l  M.  Ayres 

Postscript  on  inside  of  envelope  flap:  I  am  glad  that  you  are  determin¬ 

ed  to  write  every  week.  Continue,  my  dear,  and  you  will  not  be  forgotten 
by  a  grateful  and  affectionate  husband, 

Sam'l  M.  Ayres 


Saint  Louis,  Mo.,  January  1,  18A9 


Mrs.  Priscilla  Frances  Ayres, 

My  very  affectionate  Frances: 

Again,  with  the  most  exquisite  pleasure,  I  take  up  my  pen  to  dis¬ 
charge  a  duty,  as  well  as  to  avail  myself  of  a  privilege,  which  to  me 
has  always  been  the  most  delightful  and  cheering  kind.  How  sacred,  how 
blest,  the  privilege  of  corresponding  with  those  from  whom  time  and  cir¬ 
cumstance  have  separated  us,  but  to  whom  affection's  link  binds  usi 
This  should  certainly  be  a  source  of  gratitude  to  God. 

I  must  tell  you  something  else  and  you  must  promise  not  to  be  uneasy 
about  it.  You  have  doubtless  heard  ere  this  time  that  the  dreadful  epi¬ 
demic,  cholera,  is  prevailing  very  extensively  in  New  Orleans  and  that 
hundreds  of  its  citizens  are  daily  falling  victims.  Well,  you  will  not 
see  much  of  this  in  the  newspapers,  as  they  are  endeavoring  to  suppress 
these  things,  but  I  assure  you  that  there  is  no  doubt  that  the  genuine 
Asiatic  cholera  is  in  New  Orleans.  The  victims  are  taken  with  purging, 
vomiting,  cramps,  etc.  and  die  in  4  or  6  hours.  Very  few  cases  -ever  re¬ 
cover,  -  indeed,  scarcely  any.  Several  boats  from  New  Orleans  have 
brought  up  choleia  cases  and  lost  numbers  of  them.  And  I  can  tell  you 
still  more.  I  saw  two  cases  of  cholera  just  from  New  Orleans.  Both  of 
them,  however,  are  recovering,  and  will,  I  think,  get  well.  The  cholera 
is,  I  have  no  doubt,  here.  I  am  inclined  to  think,  however,  that  it  will 
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not  prevail  very  extensively  until  Spring.  Then  I  have  no  douht  that  it 
will  lay  waste  the  popiilatlon  of  this  city,  perhaps  more  than  any  other 
scourge.  Some  of  the  students  are  very  much  alarmed,  and  numbers  of  them 
will  leave.  Some  of  them  say  they  are  not  afraid,  hut  they  have  families 
at  home  dependent  on  them  for  support  and  therefore  they  feel  it  a  duty 
to  avoid  so  deadly  an  epidemic.  Now  I  want  to  get  home  very  badly,  and 
if  I  could  get  some  good  excuse,  I  should  most  certainly  avail  myself  of 
it.  But  really,  I  do  not  think  the  approach  of  cholera  is  a  sufficient 
one.  I  should  dislike  to  die  at  a  distance  from  you,  among  strangers,  but 
my  life  is  in  the  hands  of  the  Lord.  I  think  those  especially  who  intend 
becoming  physicians  should  not  run  from  these  things,  but  stand  their 
ground  and  fight  them.  Enough  of  this  for  the  time  being. 

The  weather  here  is  very  pleasant,  and  has  been  for  the  last  several 
days.  If  it  continues,  the  health  of  the  city  will  undoubtedly  be  much 
improved.  However,  with  the  exception  of  small  pox,  there  has  been  very 
little  sickness  here  since  I  have  been  here. 

New  Year's  Day  is  a  great  one  in  St.  Louis  for  frolicking.  Indeed, 
it  is  more  regarded  than  Christmas,  I  believe.  Parties  of  all  kinds  are 
given  here  this  day,  but  owing  to  the  great  panic,  created  by  the  appear¬ 
ance  of  cholera,  there  will  be  perhaps  less  of  this  thing  than  usual.  The 
city  is  at  present  full  of  refugees  from  New  Orleans,  making  their  escape 
from  cholera.  Every  day  they  come  to  our  boarding  house,  desiring  to  get 
a  berth. 

I  heard  an  excellent  sermon  from  a  Presbyterian  minister  on  the  close 
of  the  year.  He  indulged  in  many  solemn  and  important  reflections  adapted 
to  the  occasion.  I  think  I  was  greatly  edified  and  am  in  hopes  I  will  be 
much  profited  by  his  very  sensible  and  spiritual  discourses.  Bro.  Linn,  in 
class,  also,  gave  us  a  very  impressive  and  Interesting  exhortation  on  the 
same  subject. 

In  your  last  letter,  you  indulged  in  some  abusive  language  with  regard 
to  my  Democratic  brethren.  Well,  with  you,  I  am  heartily  in  hopes  every 
postmaster  will  be  turned  out  by  Gen.  Taylor,  yet  I  cannot  think  the  Whigs 
would  discharge  their  duties  much  better  than  the  Democrats,  placed  in  the 
same  circumstances.  They  will,  however,  no  doubt,  when  first  placed  in 
office,  be  a  little  more  accomodating  and  obliging. 

You  spoke  of  Aquillas  coming  down.  If  he  should  come,  tell  him  to 
call  at  No.  88  4th  South  St.,  between  Locust  and  Olive,  and  he  may  find 
me.  I  should  like  to  see  him  in  St.  Louis  this  winter. 

Your  letter  for  this  week  has  not  yet  arrived,  and  I  suppose  I  will 
not  receive  it  before  this  is  mailed. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  several  have  died  here  with  cholera,  but 
they  contracted  the  disease  in  New  Orleans.  No  case  has  occurred,  as  I 
have  learned,  amongst  the  citizens  here.  That  it  will  be  here  in  its  most 
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fatal  form  in  two  or  three  weeks,  I  have  not  much  doubt.  Accounts  from 
New  Orleans  are  extremely  gloomy.  Indeed,  I  never  heard  of  such  fatality 
accompanying  any  disease.  Many  of  our  students  are  leaving,  completely 
scared  off.  Well,  if  it  becomes  as  bad  here  as  in  New  Orleans,  I  shall 
be  pretty  apt  to  come  home  and  see  you  before  I  die. 

If  I  were  a  young  man,  I  could  not  be  induced  to  leave  St.  Louis 
during  the  prevalence  of  cholera.  I  would  stay  and  wait  on  the  sick  and 
dying.  But  I  shall  certainly  leave  if  I  think  my  life  will  be  much  ex¬ 
posed,  because  I  have  a  family  to  support,  and  shall,  if  spared,  accom¬ 
plish  this  duty  by  the  aid  of  Providence. 

Yours  in  love, 

Sam'l  M.  Ayres 

P.S,  on  inside  of  envelope:  You  must  kiss  my  little  Manny  and  tell  him 
I  want  to  see  him  very  badly.  Take  good  care  of  the  precious  little  boy. 
Give  my  love  to  all  the  friends  and  believe  that  you  possess  the  largest 
share.  S.M.A. 

There  are  no  more  letters  from  Samuel  M.  Ayres  from  St.  Louis. 

There  is  an  envelope  postmarked  Jan.  8,  1849,  and  addressed  to  Mrs.  Pris¬ 
cilla  Frances  Ayres,  Georgetown,  Pettis  Co.  Mo.,  and  inside  the  empty 
envelope  is  this  notation  on  the  flap:  "My  dear,  enclosed  you  will  find 
a  note  addressed  to  your  father,  which  you  will  please  hand  him.  This 
is  the  second  letter  I  have  written  this  week. 

Yours  forever, 

Sam'l  M.  Ayres . 

Another  empty  envelope,  postmarked  Jan.  15,  1849,  has  no  letter  in 
it  and  no  notation  on  the  flap. 

The  following  letters  were  written  by  Dr.  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres 
(1825-1850),  to  his  wife,  Priscilla  Frances  (Priest)  Ayres,  during  his 
trip  across  the  plains  to  California.  Every  letter  he  wrote  is  preserved 
and  copied,  as  one  can  tell  by  the  fact  that  in  every  letter  he  mentions 
where  and  when  he  wrote  last. 


Rose  Hill,  Mo.,  May  10,  I85O. 


Mrs.  Priscilla  Frances  Ayres, 

(fi  Major  George  S.  Priest, 

Georgetown,  Pettis  Co.,  Mo. 

My  dear  Frances: 

% 

In  accordance  with  your  request  and  my  promise,  I  embrace  this  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  address  you  a  few  lines  and  I  do  so  with  must  pleasiire  because 
I  know  it  will  be  gratifying  to  you  and  the  family. 
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We  have  gotten  along  remarkahly  well  considering  the  circumstances. 

We  got  to  Edmonson's  before  any  others  arrived  there.  About  sundown  Greer 
and  Smith  came  up.  On  Tuesday  we  drove  to  M.  Swope's  and  encamped  until 
Wednesday^  when  we  drove  to  Mr.  Potts'  and  encamped.  On  Thursday  we  went 
to  three  miles  beyond  Warrensburg  and  today  (Friday)^  we  came  here,  about 
20  miles  this  side  of  Warrensburg. 

At  our  camp  last  night,  Butler's  wagon  came  up  and  is  now  with  us. 

Also  Mr.  Tom  Ellison,  generally  known  as  "Devil  Tom",  he  says  he  intends 
to  go  with  us  through.  We  passed  Small's  teams  at  Warrensburg  and  I  presume 
we  will  not  see  them  again.  Their  "brag"  wagon  broke  down  just  beyond 
Warrensburg,  -  that  fancy  wagon  made  by  Zilhart.  His  wagons  have  about  25 
hundred  each  and  go  very  slowly.  We  left  Dr.  Taylor  with  them.  Dr.  Calhouns, 
W.  Colbern,  Brooks,  Ma j .  Brehem,  Reutch  and  others  we  will  overtake  tomorrow 
and  perhaps  go  through  with  them.  The  Georgetown  company  are  now  encamped 
in  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  from  us.  Their  teams  look  badly  and  we  will 
beat  them  "all  hollow . " 

Who  will  be  our  Captain  I  cannot  say,  but  I  would  not  be  surprised 
if  "Devil  Tom"  were  elected,  but  of  this  you  shall  be  Informed  hereafter, 
if  Providence  permit.  Thus  far,  I  am  pleased  with  the  trip.  My  appetite 
is  increased  and  I  think  the  trip  will  agree  with  me  well.  We  have  killed 
enough  ^me  nearly  to  do  us,  and  we  are  "faring  sumptuously  every  day".  As 
to  personal  difficulties,  there  have  been  none  and  I  presume  there  will  be 
none.  George  and  Aqulllas  have  driven  all  the  time,  and  will  do  it,  I  have 
no  doubt.  They  seem  to  consult  me  and  depend  upon  my  advice  all  the  time, 
Aquillas  especially.  He  is  very  different  from  what  he  is  at  home.  You 
will  recollect  I  told  you  of  this.  Our  teams  look  better  than  when  we  left 
and  I  think  they  will  improve  as  long  as  we  have  good  grass .  I  understand 
that  Bro.  John  is  encamped  about  ten  miles  from  us.  We  expect  to  see  him 
about  the  line.  Wat  backed  out,  I  understand.  Cheatham  and  Gilliam  are 
ahead  of  us.  I  have  seen  several  wagons  from  Saline  Co.  They  are  much 
divided. 

Old  Potts  and  his  wife  fell  out.  Potts  flogged  the  old  lady  and  she 
left  him. 

I  left  several  little  accounts  with  Pace  to  collect  and  directed  him 
to  send  you  the  money  if  he  collected  it.  This  I  presume  he  will  do.  I 
collected  about  $100.00  more  before  I  left,  of  old  man  Spencer. 

When  I  left  you,  I  did  not  expect  to  weep,  and  indeed  I  did  not  much, 
but  weeping  would  have  relieved  me  at  that  time.  After  I  did  leave,  how¬ 
ever,  I  wept  freely  and  was  much  relieved.  I  would  not  pass  through  the 
same  ordeal  again  for  half  the  gold  in  California,  but  now  I  have  "passed 
the  Rubicon",  and  the  most  of  the  battle  is  over.  I  hope  you  will  remember 
me  in  your  prayers,  -  my  constant  prayer  is  for  you  and  my  little  boys. 

May  Heaven  take  care  of  you.  I  will  write  again  soon.  Aquillas  sends  his 
love  to  all. 

Yours  affectionately, 

Samuel  Matthias  Ayres . 
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Explanatory:  Letter  jfl.  "Aquilla^'  referred  to  was  A.  R.  Priest,  brother 
of  Mrs.  Ayres.  He  made  the  trip  to  California  with  Dr.  Ayres,  was  sep¬ 
arated  from  him,  but  returned  to  his  home  in  Missouri,  married  and  lived 
in  Pettis  Co.  He  was  killed  on  Dec.  25,  1862,  at  the  battle  of  Wilson 
Creek,  Mo.  He  was  a  member  of  Co.  B,  10th  Mo.  Inf.,  C.S.A. 

"George"  referred  to,  was  also  a  son  of  George  S.  and  Elizabeth 
(Rush)  Priest  and  brother  to  Mrs.  Ayres.  He  too  returned  from  California 
but  died  soon  afterward,  on  another  such  trip  across  the  Plains,  on  Sept. 

l4,  1854. 


"Wat"  referred  to  in  the  letter,  was  Waller  Leake  Ayres,  brother 
of  Dr.  Ayres,  whose  home  was  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  and  he  too  returned  from 
California  and  lived  to  be  an  old  man  in  Saline  Co. 

"Bro.  John,"  was  John  Howell  Ayres,  brother  to  Wat  and  Samuel 
Matthias,  who  reached  California,  but  died  after  his  arrival,  on  Sept. 

17^  1851^  on  Rich  Bar,  North  Fork  of  Feather  River,  at  the  age  of  21. 

"Matt"  Cheatham  and  Gilliam  referred  to  as  being  in  the  company 
from  Saline,  both  married  sisters  of  Dr.  Ayres,  and  they  all  lived  and 
died  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  Madison  Cheatham  md  Martha  Judith  Leake  Ayres, 
and  Fayette  Gilliam,  or  "Fee",  as  he  was  called,  md  Ann  Elizabeth  Ayres. 

This  letter  is  postmarked  on  outside  Big  Creek,  Mo.,  May  13^  185O. 
Letters  were  brought  back  by  those  returning  and  were  mailed  when  they 
reached  a  post  office.  All  the  letters  Dr.  Ayres  wrote  on  the  trip  were 
received  by  his  wife,  as  will  be  noted  from  the  fact  that  he  always  sta¬ 
ted  from  what  place  he  wrote  last.  However,  he  reached  California  with¬ 
out  having  heard  from  her  at  all,  and  so  far  as  we  know,  never  did  hear 
from  his  home  after  he  left  it. 


Cross  Creek,  Pottowatimie  Nation. 

19th  May,  1850. 


Mrs.  P.  Frances  Ayres, 

My  dear  Frances: 

Again  with  painfully  pleasing  emotions  I  seat  myself  on  the  ground 
to  write  you  a  few  lines.  Painful  on  account  of  our  separation,  pleasing 
because  of  the  communication  we  may  thus  have.  We  are  nooning  about 
twenty  miles  from  where  we  crossed  the  Kansas  River.  Tomorrow  it  will 
have  been  two  weeks  since  we  left  home,  and  these  two  weeks  have  advanced 
us  on  our  trip  about  200  miles  and  in  all  the  trip  I  have  not  seen  "The 
Elephant".  I  am  told,  however,  that  he  is  ahead,  and  if  I  live,  I  am 
determined  to  see  him.  We  passed  through  the  Shawnee  Nation  of  Indians 
and  are  now  encamped  in  the  Pottowatimie  Nation.  The  Shawnees  reside  on 
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the  Kansas  River  about  100  miles  from  its  mouth.  They  have  the  finest 
country  I  ever  saw^  -  well  timbered^  well  watered  and  well  situated  every 
way.  Some  of  them  have  good  farms  and  are  quite  intelligent  and  enterpri¬ 
sing.  The  most  of  them  are  members  of  the  Methodist  Church  and  some  of 
them  no  doubt  good  Christians.  They  have  intermarried  with  the  whites  con¬ 
siderably.  I  do  not  believe  them  to  be  as  lewd  as  they  have  been  represent¬ 
ed  to  be. 

The  Pottawattomies  live  this  side  of  the  Kansas  and  own  a  tract  of 
land  here  thirty  miles  long  and  fifteen  wide.  They  were  moved  from  Iowa 
here.  There  are  a  good  many  farms  amorgst  this  Ration.  There  is  a  Baptist 
mission  established  among  this  people  that  has  done  some  good  doubltess  and 
will  do  a  great  deal  if  properly  conducted.  About  these  nations  I  might 
tell  you  a  great  deal^  but  as  I  am  making  a  journal  for  your  benefit  and  that 
of  my  friends,  I  will  not  now.  However,  I  will  tell  you  that  from  Coon  Creek 
(60  miles  from  here),  to  this  place,  we  have  been  thronged  with  beggars. 

The  Kansas,  or  Corn  (?)  Indians,  have  beset  us  everywhere  with  petitions  for 
money,  whiskey  and  tobacco. 

Our  teams  have  traveled  on  rapidly  and  well.  They  are  in  fine  condi¬ 
tion,  and  improving,  I  think,  every  day.  We  have  rain  on  us  but  once  since 
we  left  and  that  was  on  the  second  day.  The  roads  are  good,  considering  the 
great  amount  of  wagons  that  have  passed  over,  the  grass  and  water  excellent. 
We  have  not  balked  since  we  left  and  I  think  our  teams  will  carry  us  safely 
through.  Ro  accident  has  happened  to  us  worthy  of  notice.  There  are  five 
wagons  of  us  here  and  l8  men.  The  wagon  from  Saline  left  us  a  while  back. 

The  most  perfect  harmony  prevails  amongst  us  and  we  are  united  as  brothers. 

I  think  these  wagons  will  stick  together  throughout  the  entire  trip. 

We  crossed  the  Kansas  at  what  is  called  the  lower  crossing;  that  is, 
there  are  three  ferries  here,  the  upper,  the  middle  and  the  lower  and  we 
crossed  the  lower.  We  got  across  without  any  difficulty  and  it  cost  us 
85^  per  wagon.  We  forded  our  stock.  It  is  said  that  at  the  upper  crossing 
8,000  wagons  have  passed,  and  at  the  middle  and  lower  crossings  1,000  each. 
There  must  be  between  10  and  I5  thousand  wagons  ahead  of  us  and  perhaps 
that  many  or  more  behind  us.  The  emigration  is  composed  of  all  kinds,  "lit¬ 
tle,  old  and  young",  white  and  black,  male  and  female. 

Some  two  days  ago  I  understand  a  tragic  affair  occurred  below  this  on 
the  Kansas.  There  was  a  very  respectable  old  gentleman  emigrating  with  his 
family  to  California.  He  had  a  beautiful  dau^ter  about  I8.  Her  admirable 
qualities  had  excited  the  admiration  of  a  youthful  adventurer  and  as  he  was 
beyond  the  reach  of  law  and  civilization,  he  concluded  to  gratify  his  pro¬ 
pensities.  Accordingly,  he  crept  to  the  wagon  where  slept  the  fair  one  in 
the  silience  of  the  ni^t,  when  her  vigilant  father  discovered  the  scoundrel 
and  shot  him  to  the  heart.  About  one  mile  below  where  we  are  encamped,  a 
man  died  this  morning,  it  is  said  with  cholera  I  This  is  the  first  death  I 

have  heard  of  since  I  left.  Remarkably  good  health  certainly  prevails  along 
this  road. 
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This  morning  we  passed  a  company  from  Saline.  In  it,  of  my  acquaint¬ 
ance  were  Brown  Miller,  Boh  Wooldridge,  Brack  Land,  Dick  Rhoads  and  others. 
They  started  about  a  week  before  us.  Behind  us,  I  have  understood,  are 
the  Wolfskin  boys,  Wat,  Matt  Cheatham,  Groves  and  John  Ayres,  about  one 
day,  -  also  the  Watsons. 

At.  Ft.  Kearney  I  will  write  again, if  I  live.  W  are  all  well,  and 
have  been  well  since  we  left,  -  I  mean  all  from  Pettis. 

If  you  should  see  Mrs.  Smith,  tell  her  that  her  sons  are  getting  a- 
long  finely,  -  in  good  health  and  fine  spirits.  Their  teams  look  well 
and  they  go  right  ahead.  Tell  Esq.  Fristoe  that  Charlie  is  in  fine  health 
and  spirits.  Aquillas  desires  to  be  remembered  to  you  all. 

Kiss  my  little  boys  for  me  and  believe  me,  your  very  affectionate 
and  loving  husband,  Sam  Matt  Ayres. 

Note:  The  journal  mentioned  as  being  kept  by  Dr.  Ayres  was  never  re¬ 
ceived  by  his  family.  He  died  in  California  shortly  after  reaching  there, 
on  November  I9,  185O. 

This  letter  is  postmarked  Westport,  Mo.,  May  30^  I85O. 


Indian  Territory,  25th  May,  I85O 


Mrs.  P.  F.  Ayres, 

^  Major  George  S.  Priest, 

Georgetown,  Pettis  Co.  Mo. 

My  dear  Frances: 

Thinking  it  possible  that  I  may  meet  with  an  opportunity  of  conveying 
you  a  letter  tomorrow,  I  have  concluded  to  write  you  a  few  lines.  Since 
I  last  wrote  you  we  have  been  getting  along  finely,  and  traveling  about 
18  miles  per  day.  The  country  which  we  have  passed  over  is  generally  ex¬ 
cellent,  abcunding  with  good  water  and  grass.  Next  day  after  tomorrow,  we 
■will  have  been  on  the  road  three  weeks,  and  we  have  been,  all  of  us  from 
Pettis, very  well  indeed. 

Old  man  Allison  from  Saline  has  had  a  very  bad  diarrhoea  for  several 
days,  but  I  am  now  getting  him  up  and  about  again,  so  that  I  am  in  hopes 
that  he  will  recover  in  a  few  days.  He  has  been  in  very  low  spirits,  and 
indeed  I  had  almost  despaired  of  his  recovery,  but  now  he  is  considerably 
revived  at  the  prospect  of  speedy  recovery. 

It  is  indeed  startling  to  think  of  dying  on  these  plains,  so  far  re¬ 
moved  from  home  and  friends  and  to  leave  our  remains  to  be  devoured  by 
the  prowling  wolves. 
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The  road  this  year  has  heen  remarkahly  healthy.  I  have  only  seen 
three  graves  made  this  year  and  one  of  them  contained  the  remains  of  a  young 
man  who  accidently  shot  himself.  A  yoiong  man  in  our  company  who  has  kept 
accoimt  of  all  the  graves  he  has  seen^  says  that  they  all  amount  to  twenty- 
three  in  number;  including  all  who  have  died  here  since  the  spring  of  'hh. 
This  is  certainly  a  very  small  mortality  considering  the  thousands  who  have 
passed  this  road. 

We  have  traveled  with  good  speed  and  found  plenty  of  grass,  wood  and 
water  thus  far.  We  have  passed  perhaps  a  thousand  wagons  and  mayhe  as  many 
have  passed  us. 

Since  we  left  the  civilized  Indians,  we  have  not  seen  a  single  Indian 
and  I  apprehend  we  will  not,  as  the  emigrants  are  so  numerous  that  they 
have  heen  scared  off. 

Since  we  passed  the  Saline  and  Georgetown  companies,  we  have  not  heard 
from  them.  I  presume,  however,  that  the  former  is  about  25  miles  behind 
and  the  latter  40  or  50.  Dr.  Watson  and  company  are  about  20  miles  ahead 
of  us.  I  think  we  will  overtake  them  next  week.  I  have  passed,  and  seen 
on  the  road,  many  acquaintances  from  different  sections,  to  whom  I  make  my¬ 
self  known,  to  others  I  act  as  a  stranger. 

I  have  been  called  on  by  several  for  medicine,  etc.  since  I  left,  but 
have  not  made  much.  There  are  now  six  wagons  in  our  company,  -  the  same 
that  I  mentioned  before  and  one  other,  a  fine,  clever  company  of  four  young 
men  from  Cooper  Co.  We  all  stick  together  very  well  yet  awhile,  and  will, 

I  think,  throughout  the  trip.  Some  of  our  wagons  will  go  to  Oregon,  but 
the  most  will  go  to  California.  I  do  not  know  where  I  shall  go  yet,  but  I 
shall  aim  to  go  the  place  where  I  can  aim  to  make  the  most  money,  and  that 
the  soonest. 

I  often  think  of  home,  of  you  and  my  little  ones,  and  wish  myself 
there.  This  pleasure  I  may  never  enjoy,  but  if  I  should  die,  I  will  die 
endeavoring  to  make  something  to  make  my  family  comfortable  and  independent. 
Riches  I  do  not  crave,  but  a  competency  I  do  desire  and  will  have,  if  I 

can  get  it.  I  hope  in  this,  my  dear,  I  will  have  the  aid  of  your  prayers 

upon  which  I  much  rely. 

If  I  should  die  on  these  plains,  the  greatest  regret  I  will  have  will 
be  the  condition  of  my  poor  little  family.  As  to  myself,  it  does  not  mat¬ 
ter  so  much.  I  do  not  think  there  is  any  probability  of  my  dying  yet,  but 

I  may,  you  know. 

We  are  now  about  300  miles  from  home.  When  we  get  in  the  road,  as  far 
behind  and  as  far  ahead  as  one  can  see,  the  wagons  are  strung  out.  We  are 
always  in  a  perfect  town. 

From  Ft.  Kearney  I  will  write  you  again,  if  I  live.  This  is  the 
third  letter  I  have  written  you.  Be  assured  that  I  will  write  you  at 
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least  once  a  week  when  I  can.  Kiss  my  little  boys  for  me.  Tell  Manny 
that  papa  wants  to  see  him  badly.  Believe  me,  yours  with  love, 

Samuel  Matthias  Ayres. 

Note:  ”Manny"  spoken  of  above,  was  Manlius  A.  Ayres,  oldest  son  of  Dr. 

and  Mrs.  Ayres,  and  at  this  time  three  years  old,  almost.  Dr.  Ayres'  two 
sons  never  remembered  him,  as  one  of  them  was  born  Nov.  9^  1847,  and  the 
other  Feb.  28,  185O. 

This  letter,  which  Dr.  Ayres  states  was  his  third,  is  dated  May  25, 
1850,  Indian  Territory,  and  is  postmarked  St.  Joseph,  Mo.,  June  4,  185O. 


Ft.  Kearney,  1st  June,  I85O. 


Mrs.  P.  Frances  Ayres, 

c/o  George  S.  Priest,  Esq., 

Georgetown,  Mo. 

My  dear  Frances: 

I  am  glad  that  another  favorable  opportunity  presents  itself  for 
the  communication  of  a  few  lines  to  one  with  whom  I  love  to  correspond. 

I  have  written  to  you  according  to  your  request  weekly  since  I  left  and 
am  in  hopes  that  I  may  be  always  so  situated  that  I  can  gratify  you  in 
this  particular. 

Since  I  last  wrote  you  we  have  gotten  along  very  well  indeed,  - 
had  good  health,  traveled  speedily,  and  been  in  fine  spirits.  This  is 
particularly  so  with  our  wagon.  Our  cattle,  I  believe,  are  improving 
every  day  and  good  fortune  has  attended  us  in  every  particular. 

Within  the  last  week  several  fatal  cases  of  cholera  have  occurred 
among  the  emigrants,  but  when  the  vast  number  emigrating  are  considered, 
those  who  have  died  are  compartively  few.  It  is  true,  on  this  road  there 
are  a  great  many  deaths,  many  by  accident,  and  many  occurring  among  per¬ 
sons  of  broken  down  constitutions  who  have  started  calciilating  to  re¬ 
store  their  health  by  this  trip.  Notwithstanding  all  this,  I  must  say 
this  is  a  very  healthy  road  -  the  most  healthy  I  ever  traveled. 

For  these  last  several  days  we  have  seen  a  considerable  amount  of 
game,  -  bxrffalo  and  antelope.  Benj  .  Butler  killed  the  other  day  three 
fine  ones.  The  meat  is  delicious.  The  sport  of  the  chase  is  fine,  I 
have  no  doubt  but  I  have  not  been  able  to  indulge  in  it  in  consequence 
of  my  pony's  sore  back.  It  is  getting  better  now,  however,  and  I  hope 
to  take  a  little  sport  soon.  He  is  in  very  good  order  and  I  think  he 
will  perform  the  trip  admirably.  I  have  not  ridden  him  more  than  four 
or  five  days  since  we  started.  I  have  gotten  so  now  that  I  can  walk 


all  day  with  very  little  inconvenience.  You  would  he  amazed  to  see  me 
trudging  along  before  the  wagons  in  my  California  garb  with  beard  unshorn 
for  four  weeks.  I  really  feel  now  that  I  am  on  my  way  to  California. 

Since  I  last  wrote  you  I  have  seen  no  curiosities  worthy  of  remark. 

We  have  not  seen  the  first  Indian  since  we  left  the  Pottawatomies  tribe . 

I  presume  they  have  been  scared  off  by  the  emigrants  that  throng  the  road. 

I  have  learned  here  from  a  gentleman  that  between  4  and  5  thousand  wagons 
have  passed  on  and  I  think  there  are  as  many  behind  us. 

Cattle  are  very  high  here  on  the  road.  Milk  cows  are  current  at 
$25 .00  per  head  and  I  heard  a  man  offer  to  sell  a  yoke  this  morning  for 
$100.00.  Prices  of  everything  are  high  on  the  road,  except  wagons  and  they 
are  very  low.  I  saw  a  very  nice  spring  carriage  offered  for  $5-00.  We  have 
seen  several  pretty  good  wagons  left,  and  I  presume  there  are  many  more  a- 
head  of  us. 

Old  Mr.  Allison,  whom  I  informed  you  had  diarrhoea,  has  recovered  and 
is  in  fine  health  and  spirits.  He  says  he  believes  that  if  it  had  not  been 
for  me,  he  would  have  died. 

I  was  last  evening  called  to  a  German  who  was  very  sick  with  the  same 
disease.  The  poor  fellow  was  much  alarmed  and  had  given  up  for  gone  but 
when  I  arrived  and  assured  him  he  was  not  dangerous  and  gave  him  some  medi¬ 
cine,  it  cheered  him  considerably.  I  saw  him  again  this  morning.  He  is  much 
improved  and  is  getting  well  fast. 

Aqulllas  wishes  me  to  say  to  you  all  that  he  is  well  and  getting  along 
finely.  He  is  in  fine  spirits  and  doing  well.  All  of  us  are  together  who 
have  been  so  for  some  time.  Peace  and  harmcny still  prevail. 

I  suppose  we  are  now  about  450  miles  from  home  and  this  we  have  perform¬ 
ed  in  not  quite  four  weeks.  From  this  time  forward,  I  think  we  will  make 
about  20  miles  per  day,  if  nothing  prevent. 

I  gaye  a  man  a  dose  of  medicine  today  and  he  gave  me  a  gold  dollar  and 
I  thou^t  it  would  be  a  good  present  for  you,  therefore  I  will  enclose  it 
to  you  in  this  letter.  This  is  as  a  keepsake.  After  a  while,  if  success¬ 
ful,  I  will  send  you  a  pile.  Give  my  love  to  all  the  family,  and  believe 
me,  yours, 

Sam  M.  Ayres 

Hote:  The  gold  dollar  referred  to  was  received  by  Mrs.  Ayres,  and.  remained 

a  "keepsake"  until  after  her  death  in  1907- 
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North  Fork  Platte,  15th  June,  I85O. 


Mrs.  P.  Frances  Ayres, 

Georgetown,  Pettis  Co.,  Mo. 

My  very  dear  Fanny: 

I  am  truly  glad  that  another  opportunity  presents  itself  for  the 
conveyance  of  a  letter  to  you.  On  the  other  side  of  the  road  are  en¬ 
camped  some  Mo moms  from  the  Salt  Lake,  who  are  going  on  to  the  States 
and  by  paying  25^2^  we  can  have  letters  transferred  to  our  friends. 

I  wrote  to  you  last  week,  but  met  with  no  opportunity  to  send  the 
letter,  so  I  destroyed  it  and  concluded  to  write  you  again. 

I  am  sorry  to  infom  you  that  since  I  last  wrote  there  has  been 
very  much  distress  on  the  road.  Hundreds  have  been  summoned  to  their 
long  home  and  others  are  still  lingering  on  the  shores  of  time,  ready 
to  launch  out  into  the  abyss  of  eternity. 

The  disease  is  called  cholera  by  the  most  of  the  emigrants,  but  I 
do  not  think  it  is  the  genuine  Asiatic  cholera,  and  other  physicians 
concur  with  me  in  the  same  qjinion.  They  are  taken  with  diarrhea  and 
vomiting,  both  of  which  are  uncontrollable  except  by  the  strongest  means 
The  discharges  are  very  thin,  -  coffee  grounds  color.  After  these  symp¬ 
toms  have  lasted  from  twelve  to  twenty-four  hours,  cramps  conimence  and 
the  patient  soon  falls  into  a  stage  of  collapse  and  dies.  Perhaps  the 
average  amount  of  deaths  among  those  who  die  of  this  disease  is  about 
one-half,  which  you  know,  is  very  bad.  I  have  had,  till  within  a  day 
or  two,  as  many  cases  as  I  could  attend  to  and  I  have  lost  but  one. 

Our  train  kept  clear  until last  Sunday,  when  Henry  Grins tead  was 
taken  most  violently .  He  had  rice  water  discharges,  vomiting  and  cramps 
but  by  the  most  active  treatment  I  succeeded  in  arresting  the  disease 
and  he  is  now  quite  well.  Monday  following,  about  noon,  five  of  our 
train  were  taken,  pretty  much  the  same  way  as  the  above,  viz.,  Chas. 
Fristoe,  Thos.  S.  Kemble,  ¥m.  Peterson  from  Saline,  Lafayette  Thomas  and 
young  Beadstrap  from  Cooper.  They  all  had  the  utmost  confidence  in  my 
skill  from  former  practice  and  applied  to  me  immediately.  I  was  very 
busy,  as  you  may  imagine,  and  had  in  a  modified  form  the  same  disease 
myself,  but  thank  kind  Providence,  I  succeeded  in  curing  all  save  one,  - 
Thos.  S.  Kemble,  whose  remains  we  have  just  interred.  His  case  was  un¬ 
manageable  from  the  first  and  he  died  after  four  days  of  illness.  His 
bowels  were  active  all  the  time.  After  I  gave  him  out,  Mr.  J.  Butler 
tried  his  Thompsonian  remedies  but  he  grew  worse  all  the  time.  I  dis¬ 
liked  giving  him  up  very  much,  but  all  efforts  to  save  him  failed.  Tom 
was  a  kind,  good-hearted  boy,  and  I  liked  him  very  much.  He  died  easy. 
For  several  hours  previous  to  his  death,  he  was  delirious  and  said  noth¬ 
ing  about  dying.  The  day  before  his  death,  he  requested  J.  Butler  to 
write  to  his  friends  all  about  his  death,  take  care  of  his  property,  etc 
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You  may  tell  his  sister  that  he  was  well  attended  to  and  well  and  decently 
interred.  Jackson  Butler  waited  on  him  like  a  brother,  and  so  did  all  the 
hoys.  He  is  buried  on  the  North  Pork  of  Platte,  about  200  miles  below  Fort 
Laramie. 

I  was  quite  sick  the  other  day,  but  am  now  quite  well.  All  the  boys 
are  hearty.  ¥e  are  getting  before  the  sickness  now  and  I  am  in  hopes  we 
will  have  no  more  sickness. 

Today  I  saw  the  grave  of  Newman  Grasty,  who  started  out  with  Ben  Howard. 
He  died  six  days  ago,  which  is  the  length  of  time  Ben  Howard  is  ahead.  I 
saw  yesterday  Joe  Wolf skill  from  Saline.  He  says  that  George  Cheatham,  Mat's 
brother,  died  of  cholera  the  other  day.  Land  was  also  very  sick  and  was 
thought  to  be  beyond  recovery.  Wat  and  John  and  Mad  Cheatham  are  all  behind 
some  50  miles  and  all  well.  Wat  is  with  old  man  Watson  and  Land,  -  so  is 
Mad.  John  and  the  Groves'  are  with  Brown  Miller.  Wolfskill  is  about  10 
miles  behind  with  a  Galloway  company. 

I  have  made  some  money  and  have  considerable  owing  to  me,  some  of  which 
I  will  get  and  some  I  will  never  get.  We  are  getting  along  yet  well,  our 
cattle  doing  first-rate,  all  our  wagons  good  and  whole.  Our  company  still 
sticks  together.  We  have  now  seven  wagons,  all  that  were  with  us  when  I 
last  wrote  and  one  other  from  Cooper.  We  passed  a  train  today  from  Lexing¬ 
ton  that  left  there  the  eleventh  day  of  March.  They  have  been  recruiting 
their  teams.  Although  we  laid  by  three  days  this  week  on  account  of  sick¬ 
ness,  we  are  still  up,  -  but  few  wagons  have  passed  us. 

I  could  write  much  more,  but  I  am  very  much  wearied,  I  must  close. 
Aquillas  sends  his  love  to  all.  Kiss  my  little  boys,  pray  for  me  and  be¬ 
lieve  me,  yours  forever, 

Sam  M.  Ayres 


Postmarked  Kane,  Iowa,  August  3;  185O. 


Ft.  Laramie,  21st  June,  I85O. 


Mrs.  Priscilla  Frances  Ayres, 

Georgetown,  Pettis  Co.,  Mo. 

My  ever  dear  Fanny: 

I  am  truly  glad  that  another  favorable  opportunity  presents  itself  for 
writing  you  again.  Since  I  last  wrote  you,  nothing  of  importance  has  occur¬ 
red.  Our  health  has  been  tolerable.  We  have  had,  since  Kemble's  death,  on¬ 
ly  one  severe  case  of  sickness,  which  occurred  in  a  young  Mr.  Peterson  from 
Saline  Co.  He  was  very  severely  attacked,  but  by  prompt  and  active  treat¬ 
ment,  I  succeeded  in  relieving  him  and  he  is  now,  though  quite  weak,  improv¬ 
ing  very  fast. 
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The  distress  s\affered  by  the  emigrants  between  this  and  Ft  •  Kearney 
is  indescribable.  Husbands  have  been  deprived  of  their  wives,  wives  have 
lost  their  only  protectors  on  earth,  children  have  been  made  orphans  and 
all  have  been  left  to  mourn  the  loss  of  some  of  their  traveling  companions 
in  this  wild  region.  To  give  you  some  idea  of  the  amount  of  suffering,  I 
will  mention  a  circumstance  that  came  \inder  my  observation.  In  a  family 
train  bound  for  Oregon  consisting  of  about  12  of  15  wagons,  so  many  men 
died  that  three  Iladies  had  to  shoulder  their  whips  and  assiime  the  place  of 
drivers.  Another,  --  There  were  two  wagons  that  were  encamped  some  dis¬ 
tance  from  the  road,  traveling  together.  The  night  of  their  encampnent, 
a  gentleman  and  his  wife  belonging  to  one  of  the  wagons  was  taken  with 
cholera.  They  lingered  until  morning,  when  the  other  wagon  of  the  com¬ 
pany  became  alarmed  and  left  early.  The  man  died  and  the  woman  being  un¬ 
able  to  do  anything  for  herself,  could  not  attend  to  her  husband.  Thus 
they  remained  for  three  days,  when  an  eimigrant  through  curiosity  went 
out,  and  the  company  to  which  he  belonged  buried  the  man,  and  his  wife 
being  convalescent,  they  took  her  and  her  team  on.  She  has  since  recov¬ 
ered  and  is  doing  well.  The  remains  of  her  husband,  it  is  said,  became 
quite  offensive  before  they  were  interred. 

Behind  us,  I  have  understood,  there  has  been  no  abatement  in  the 
sickness,  but  now  the  road  where  we  are  is  becoming  quite  healthy.  Since 
I  last  wrote  you,  I  have  had  quite  a  serious  attack  myself,  but  I  am  now 
quite  well.  Whilst  I  was  sick,  I  thought  a  good  deal  about  you  and  my 
two  precious  little  boys  and  wondered  if  I  would  ever  have  the  pleasure 
of  seeing  you  again  on  this  earth.  I  hope  that  a  kind  and  beneficient 
Providence  will  continue  to  smile  on  and  protect  you  and  me  and  that  we 
will  still  be  spared  to  realize  much  felicity  on  earth. 

Our  teams  still  hold  out  very  well.  Indeed,  our  cattle  are  in  much 
better  order  than  they  were  when  we  started  and  though  for  the  last  few 
days  the  grass  has  been  indifferent,  yet  they  hold  their  own  finely. 

Some  several  in  the  train  have  worn  out  feet,  but  the  teams  are  not  ser¬ 
iously  injured.  We  have  an  ox  whose  feet  are  so  worn  that  he  is  lame. 

This  is  one  George  got  of  McClanahan .  He  intends  to  have  him  shod  at  the 
Fort,  if  we  can  get  it  done,  and  I  suppose  we  can.  The  CATTLE  WE  GOT  OF 
YOUE  FATHER  ARE  IN  FINE  PLIGHT.  The  cows  can't  be  beat.  I  wouldn't  take 
$100.00  for  them.  God  cows  are  the  animals  for  this  trip,  I  think.  I 
traded  off  my  pony  today  for  a  mule  worth  $70.00  or  $80.00.  I  gave  $15.00 
to  boot.  I  should  not  have  done  this,  but  I  was  under  the  necessity  of 
riding  him  (the  pony),  too  hard  practicing  in  the  midst  of  the  sickness 
so  that  he  was  fast  failing,  so  much  so  that  I  did  not  think  he  would  take 
me  through,  -  therefore  I  traded  him.  I  have  had  more  calls  than  I  could 
attend  to,  being  half  sick  myself  for  the  last  ten  days.  My  success  has 
been  more  than  I  could  expect . 

Our  company  will  get  along  fine,  peace  and  harmony  still  prevailing. 
We  are  all  tolerably  well  now.  I  suppose  we  are  800  miles  from  home. 

You  must  excuse  me  for  not  writing  more,  as  I  am  always  quite  busy.  Aquil 
las  is  in  fine  health  and  spirits,  -  so  are  all  of  us.  Remember  me  to  all 
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Kiss  my  little  boys,  and  believe  me,  as  ever  yours, 

Sam'l  M.  Ayres 


Upper  Ferry,  North  Platte,  28th  June,  185O. 


Mrs.  P.  Frances  Ayres, 

Georgetown,  Pettis  Co.,  Mo. 

My  dear  Fanny: 

I  again  undertake  to  write  you  a  few  lines  with  the  same  pleasure  that 
always  thrills  my  heart  when  I  wrote  to  one  to  whom  I  am  so  much  devoted 
and  the  more  so  as  I  know  it  will  you  pleasure . 

Since  I  last  wrote  you  we  have  had  tolerably  good  health  and  have  got¬ 
ten  along  tolerably  well.  Within  the  last  week  or  two  there  has  been  con¬ 
siderable  sickness,  but  little  fatality  compared  with  what  has  previously 
occurred.  The  diseases  that  prevail  now  are  dysentery  and  flux  and  althou^ 
it  is  quite  sickening,  there  is  very  little  danger  in  it.  I  exposed  myself 
last  ni^t  in  attending  some  patients  and  I  have  taken  a  very  severe  dysen¬ 
tery,  but  I  hope  that  by  care  and  attention,  I  will  soon  recover.  At  least, 
you  must  not  be  uneasy  about  me,  as  I  do  not  regard  myself  as  at  all  danger¬ 
ous  . 


We  passed,  day  before  yesterday,  a  small  train  from  Pettis  Co.,  -  Pem¬ 
berton  and  Ben  Howard.  Howard  has  been  very  sick,  almost  at  the  point  of 
death.  He  had  first  a  very  severe  attack  of  measles  and  afterward  took  flux, 
which  debilitated  him  very  much.  He  is  now,  however,  mending  very  fast.  He 
is  very  much  discouraged  and  wishes  himself  home  again.  I  gave  him  some 
medicine  and  left.  We  may,  or  may  not  meet  again  on  the  road. 

We  are  now  about  9OO  miles  from  home  and  getting  along  as  well  as  usual. 
The  road  from  here  to  Ft.  Laramie  is  exceedingly  mountainous  and  rough.  The 
country  is  called  the  "Black  Hills".  It  abounds  with  game  of  all  kinds,  elk, 
antelope,  mountain  goat,  sheep  and  buffaloes.  It  is  exceedingly  romantic 
and  picturesque. 

At  Fort  Laramie  there  was  a  register  of  the  names  of  all  who  had  passed. 
There  had  passed  7^000  wagons  and  32,000  men.  California  and  Oregon  will 
be  full  to  overflowing.  We  are  now  about  175  miles  from  the  junction  of  the 
California  and  Oregon  roads.  There  the  Messrs.  Butler  will  take  the  Oregon 
road  and  Chas.  Fristoe  will  go  in  our  wagon  to  California.  He  puts  in  two 
yoke  of  oxen  and  his  provisions.  Our  teams  will  hold  out  finely  and  I  think 
they  will  take  us  safely  through. 

We  now  calculate  to  go  by  the  city  of  the  Salt  Lake,  where  we  can  rest 
and  recruit,  and  this  I  assure  you  we  very  much  need.  Here  too,  we  can 
have  an  opportunity  of  trading  our  lame  stock  and  having  shoes  put  on  oxen, 
etc . 
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Our  provisions^  etc.  hold  out  very  well  and  continue  very  good.  We 
will  have  an  ahimdance  to  do  us  through^  I  think.  Our  company  are  all 
in  very  fine  spirits  and  we  still  move  on  very  peacef\illy  and  harmonious¬ 
ly.  Since  I  last  wrote  you^  George  Grinstead  had  an  attack  of  diarrhoea 
which  was  very  severe.  He  is  now^  however,  on  foot  and  doing  well.  Aq_u- 
illas  remains  very  well  and  hearty  and  is  in  fine  spirits.  I  am  told 
that  the  sickness  is  very  had  behind  us  and  growing  worse. 

Wat  and  John  are  still  behind  us,  I  do  not  know  where.  I  am  quite 
uneasy  about  them.  I  unders-tand  that  Miller's  train  (which  they  are  in) 
have  small  pox  and  cholera  both  very  bad.  I  hope  this  may  be  false. 

I  am  still  getting  considerable  practice  and  doing  well.  If  I  can 
get  to  California  and  keep  my  health,  I  can  do  well,  I  think.  I  could 
write  you  much  more,  but  I  have  not  the  time.  I  know  you  will  complain 
about  this,  but  if  you  had  my  duties,  you  would  fall  as  far  short  as  I 
do . 


Remember  me  to  all  friends, 
husband. 


and  believe  me,  your  very  affectionate 
S.  M.  Ayres 


Pacific  Spring,  July  11,  185O. 


Mrs.  P.  F.  Ayres, 

Georgetown,  Mo. 

My  dear  Fanny: 

Another  opportunity  for  the  conveyance  of  a  letter  to  you,  and  I  am 
truly  gratified  that  this  is  the  case,  for  as  I  have  repeatedly  assured 
you,  nothing  gives  me  more  pleasure  than  to  communicate  to  you  that  which 
I  know  will  interest  you.  Since  I  last  wrote  you  (which  was  at  the  upper 
ferry  of  North  Platte),  we  have  been  getting  along  very  well.  We  have 
been  quite  healthy  since  we  crossed  the  Platte,  -  indeed,  we  have  had  but 
one  case  of  sickness.  Davis  Greer  had  quite  a  serious  attack  of  diarrhoea 
but  I  have  gotten  him  on  foot,  and  he  is  now  out  of  all  danger. 

The  road  is  much  healthier  than  it  was  back  on  the  Platte,  but  there 
is  still  a  good  deal  of  sickness.  The  most  alarming  disease  now  is  Moun¬ 
tain  fever,  but  by  proper  nursing  and  treatment  it  is  quite  manageable  I 
think,  from  the  cases  I  have  seen. 

We  have  just  passed  through  the  South  Pass  and  are  now  fairly  over 
the  Rocky  Mountains.  These  mountains  are  truly  rocky.  Indeed,  some  of 
them  are  composed  entirely  of  masses  of  stone.  On  these  mountains  there 
is  snow  ten  feet  deep  in  some  places  and  game  plenty  almost  everywhere. 

Since  we  left  the  Platte,  the  grass  has  been  very  poor,  the  roads 
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very  gravelly  and  hard^  so  that  our  oxen  have  heen  considerably  injured. 

Some  there  are  now  quite  lame,  but  I  thinh  they  are  improving  a  little. 

Our  boys  still  get  along  very  peacefully  and  harmoniously  and  I  think 
will  do  so  until  we  arrive  at  our  journey's  end.  ¥e  have  concluded  to  go 
by  the  Salt  Lake,  as  we  think  our  cattle  will  require  recruiting.  It  is  a- 
bout  fifty  miles  out  of  the  way  from  all  I  can  learn,  but  there  is  more 
grass  and  better  camping  places. 

I  have  thought,  and  still  think,  that  if  I  can  make  $100.00  per  month 
during  the  winter  at  the  Lake,  clear  of  all  expenses,  I  will  remain  there. 

I  cannot,  however,  yet  determine.  If  I  should  conclude  to  go  on,  I  think 
I  shall  pack,  if  I  can  procure  a  mule  at  the  Salt  Lake.  If  I  should  remain 
at  Salt  Lake,  there  will  perhaps  be  no  opportunity  to  convey  a  letter  to 
you,  so  if  you  should  not  get  a  letter  from  me  during  the  Winter,  you  need 
not  be  uneasy. 

For  the  last  24  hours  I  have  been  absent  from  my  train  attending  a 
sick  lady,  a  Mrs.  Bell  from  Utica,  Mo.,  -  a  sister  Mason,  --  a  very  excel¬ 
lent  lady.  She  has  been  dangerously  ill  for  several  days  but  is  now  conva¬ 
lescent.  I  hope  she  will  recover,  from  present  indications.  I  am  still 
making  a  little  money  on  the  road  and  making  some  strong  friends  who  will 
be  of  service  to  me  in  California,  if  I  should  live  to  get  there. 

I  have  had  extraordinary  success  in  all  my  medical  practice  on  the 
road.  As  I  have  before  told  you,  the  practice  is  not  so  profitable  here  as 
one  would  think,  as  money  on  the  road  is  so  scarce.  Several  will  owe  me  in 
California.  ..Whether  I  '.will  ever  ,get^.lt..or  not  I  cannot  say.  I  have  paid 
all  the  expenses  of  our  wagons  thus  far,  and  have  left  about  $100.00  in 
money.  I  have  charged  no  more  here  than  I  did  in  Missouri.  Some  physicians 
do,  but  the  majority  of  them  make  their  charges  about  as  they  would  at  home. 
I  do  not  think  there  will  be  near  as  many  physicians  in  California  as  is 
generally  imagined  in  the  States. 

Our  friends  from  Saline  are  still  behind.  I  have  heard  nothing  defi¬ 
nite  from  them  lately,  but  presume  they  had  had  bad  luck  enough.  We  passed 
the  other  day,  the  grave  of  Marion  Turley,  brother  to  William  Turley.  Also 
that  of  Major  Brehm  from  Warrensburg,  who  was  with  Dr.  Calhoun.  I  see  at 
the  headboards  of  several  fresh  graves  that  some  died  of  cholera.  Yes,  of 
cholera  in  the  Rocky  Mountains.' 

Chas.  Frlstoe  has  put  two  yoke  of  oxen  into  our  wagon  and  is  now  united 
with  us .  He  and  the  Butlers  separated  on  account  of  their  intention  to  go 
to  Oregon.  Since  they  have  concluded  to  go  with  us  to  Salt  Lake.  Charley 
is  a  first  rate  boy.  Industrious,  honest,  energetic  and  devotedly  friendly. 
He  will  do  well  anywhere.  He  is  quite  well  and  in  fair  spirits.  Let  his 
friends  know  this. 

I  intend  the  first  opportunity  to  send  you  some  money,  all  that  I  can. 
Aquillas  sends  his  love  to  you  all.  Give  my  love  to  all.  Charley  says  you 
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give  his  to  Betty.  Tell  Betty  Courtney  is  just  ahead  and  looks  like  he 
was  eighty  years  old.  Tell  her  if  she  were  here  she  would  he  worshipped, 
for  everything  in  the  shape  of  a  woman  is  adored  hy  the  young  men. 

Kiss  my  dear  little  hoys  and  tell  Manny  papa  has  a  little  pony  that 
he  would  pay  $50-00  if  he  had  it.  My  love  to  all. 

Affectionately  your  husband, 

S.  M.  Ayres. 

Note:  The  Chas.  Fristoe  referred  to  in  these  letters  returned  to  Pettis 
Co.,  Mo.  lived  and  died  there,  a  life  long  friend  and  neighbor  of  the 
Ayres  and  Priest  familes.  This  compiler  and  copyist  remembers  his  wife, 
Mrs.  Fristoe,  very  well,  and  that  she  often  spoke  of  Dr.  Ayres,  and  said 
he  was  a  very  handsome  man.'  "Betty"  referred  to,  was  Miranda  Elizabeth 
Priest  Grins tead,  who  married  later  William  Grins tead,  brother  of  the 
Grinsteads  mentioned  in  these  letters.  William  Grinstead  for  many  years 
freighted"  across  the  Plains,  and  his  sons,  J.  E.  Grinstead  and  Hugh  F. 
Grinstead,  have  written  of  his  experiences,  many  novels  and  short  stories 
based  on  them.  Miranda  Elizabeth  (Priest)  Grinstead,  great-aunt  of  this 
compiler  (1833-I940),  lived  to  be  lOJ^  years  old. 


July  27,  1850. 

Great  Salt  Lake  Desert . 


Mrs.  Priscilla  Frances  Ayres, 
My  dear  Girl: 


I  again  undertake  the  pleasant  task  of  addressing  you  a  few  lines, 
which  is,  as  you  are  aware,  a  source  of  pleasure  and  happiness  to  me. 

I  wrote  you  at  Pacific  Spring,  when  I  ^ve  you  a  brief  narrative  of  our 
trip  up  to  that  time.  We  left  these  Springs  the  21st  day  of  July  and 
arrived  here  the  24th.  From  the  Springs  to  this  place,  the  country  over 
which  we  traveled  is  quite  mountainous,  abounding  with  such  romantic  and 
interesting  scenery,  a  great  deal  of  which  I  was  not  prepared  to  enjoy 
owing  to  a  slight  indisposition  which  lasted  me  until  I  arrived  in  this 
valley,  since  which  time  I  have  been  quite  well. 


Abner  Grinstead  has  just  recovered  from  a  severe  attack  of  Moimtain 
Fever.  He  is  now  quite  well.  George  is  now  sick  with  a  like  attack,  but 
is  a  good  deal  better  than  he  has  been.  The  rest  are  well. 


Now  I  know  you  want  a  description  of  this  country.  Well,  to  begin, 

I  must  say  it  is  a  beautiful  co\antry,  the  Eden  of  the  mountains.  Moun¬ 
tains  lifting  their  lofty  heads  far  above  the  clouds  on  every  side  of  a 
valley  as  fertile  as  Providence  ever  spread  out  upon  the  earth.  A  per¬ 
fect  meadow,  where  cattle  and  horses  can  subsist,  yea,  keep  in  good  order 
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all  the  time.  In  Summer  there  is  grass  not  unlike  our  timothy  meadows  in 
Missouri.  In  Winter,  rushes  as  tall  as  a  man's  head.  The  valley  is  of 
immense  size,  capable  of  supporting  a  population  of  one  million,  possessing 
many  advantages  in  point  of  mildness  of  climate  and  convenience  of  water,  as 
well  as  many  other  things. 

It  is  said  the  population  of  the  valley  will  amount  to  30^000  inhabi¬ 
tants.  These  are  made  up  of  English,  Dutch,  Scotch,  Welsh  and  Americans, 
as  well  as  a  few  Indians.  They  are  generally  an  ignorant  people,  strong 
believers  in  Mormonism,  strict  in  their  compliance  with  it  in  every  way  and 
very  confident  that  they  are  ri^t  and  everybody  else  wrong.  Bri^am  Young 
is  their  Governor  of  the  Territory  and  President  of  the  Church.  He  is  also 
Prophet,  Priest  and  King.  They  obey  him  implicitly.  He  is  quite  an  igno¬ 
rant  but  self-important,  arrogant  man,  holding  thousands  of  people  subject 
to  his  dictation  and  control.  He  is  a  man  of  common  size,  stoutly  built, 
fair  complexion,  light  hair  and  blue  eyes.  He  is  a  bold,  daring  fellow,  or 
at  least  has  that  appearance.  He  is  35  years  old,  I  suppose  from  his  looks. 

On  the  24th  they  celebrated  their  arrival  at  this  place,  which  was  on 
the  24th  day  of  July,  184T-  Their  celebration  was  indeed  a  beautiful  one. 
Good  music,  good  procession,  decently  dressed  people,  etc.  Their  speeches 
discovered  a  good  deal  of  ignorance  and  want  of  education.  They  abused  the 
Missourians  and  Illinoisans  very  much,  calling  them  cut-throats,  murderers, 
etc . 


The  men  are  all  allowed  to  have  as  many  wives  as  they  want.  They  say 
that  is  right,  and  in  accordance  with  the  Bible.  It  is  said  that  Bri^am 
Yoimg  has  60  of  the  handsomest  women  in  the  valley.  They  (the  Mermans),  say 
that  he  has  a  number  of  wives,  -  somewhere  about  30  or  40.  In  the  valley  I 
suppose  there  are  about  three  women  to  one  man  and  all  married.  The  first 
is  the  head  of  all  and  is  reckoned  the  chief  wife  and  the  balance  are  subject 
to  her.  How  would  you  be  pleased  with  this  regulation?  Don't  you  think  it 
would  suit  me?  How  would  you  like  to  live  here?  This  is  one  of  the  most 
fertile  countrys  in  the  world,  -  indeed,  it  is  a  perfect  garden  spot,  abound¬ 
ing  with  almost  everything  useful  and  good.  The  finest  wheat  grows  here, 
the  most  luxuriant  of  garden  vegetables,  the  purest  and  prettiest  streams  of 
water  you  ever  saw.  The  farms  are  cultivated  by  irrigation.  Over  all  the 
fams  there  runs  about  every  forty  or  fifty  feet  the  purest  streams .  The 
water  is  as  cold  as  ice  or  snow  and  as  fine  tasted  as  you  ever  drank. 

The  City  of  the  Great  Salt  Lake  is  situated  east  of  the  Salt  Lake  about 
20  miles  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  and  covers  an  area  of  9  or  10  miles 
and  has  a  population  of  12  or  15  thousand.  The  lots  are  each  1-y  acres  in 
extent,  about  an  acre  of  which  is  in  cultivation  -  wheat  and  vegetables,  - 
so  that  this  is  literally  a  farming  city.  There  are  several  first  rate 
mills,  both  saw  and  grist  mills  in  the  valley  and  any  quantity  of  perpet¬ 
ually  running  mills  can  be  had  here. 

Flour  is  worth  here  $25.00  a  hundred,  -  plenty,  new  harvest,  bacon 
worth  25^z5  per  pound,  butter  50^5,  coffee  75?^^  sugar  from  ^0^  to  75^2^  por 
pound,  soap  30^z5.  ¥e  sold  a  number  of  these  articles  and  traded  our  wagon 


323 


for  an  excellent  small  one.  We  gave  $10.00  to  boot.  We  expect  to  trade 
off  three  head  of  cattle  and  get  another  horse  or  mule.  We  will  still 
have  then  four  good  yoke,  which  will  take  us  through  easily,  I  think. 

We  calculate  to  take  Hasting's  cut-off,  which  is  said  to  be  the  near¬ 
est  route.  It  will  be  about  ^00  miles  from  here  to  Sacramento.  The  old 
route  is  800  miles  from  here.  If  I  had  an  opportunity  from  here,  I  would 
send  you  ten  dollar  gold  coin,  made  here,  but  I  have  none.  I  could  send 
you  $50.00  very  easily  and  have  enough  left  for  my  purposes. 

The  Messrs.  Smith  and  Butler  took  Sublette's  cut-off  and  I  fear  they 
'will  suffer,  as  I  hear  that  there  is  scarcely  any  grass  along  it.  Our 
company  now  consists  of  Bell's  wagon  (Mrs.  Bell  is  well),  Greer's,  one 
from  Cole,  and  ours,  all  well  but  George.  I  shall  send  you  a  paper  pub¬ 
lished  here,  "The  Deseret  News,"  which  I  know  will  gratify.  I  have  visit¬ 
ed  Gov.  Young,  the  Editor,  and  other  grandees  here.  They  are  clever, 
sociable  and  fine  fellows,  and  the  women  first  rate,  you  know,  but  none 
so  good  as  my  dear  Frances.  Do  you  believe  that? 

I  could  do  very  well  here  this  winter,  but  I  am  getting  very  impa¬ 
tient  to  see  my  dear  little  charges  and  I  must  hasten  on  to  California, 
make  a  fortune,  and  return  to  my  dear  home.  I  wish  that  I  could  write  a 
quire,  for  I  feel  that  I  could  do  it  easily,  but  I  have  written  as  much 
as  I  can.  Aquillas  is  well  and  in  fine  spirits  and  sends  his  love  to  all. 
Kiss  my  little  boys  and  imagine  you  receive  one  for  your  ever  affectionate 
husband, 

Sam  M.  Ayres 


Sacramento  City,  California 
25th  September,  I85O. 


Mrs.  Priscilla  Frances  Ayres, 

My  very  dear  Fanny; 

After  the  toils  and  exposures  of  a  trip  fraught  with  the  most  immi¬ 
nent  danger,  it  is  a  source  of  the  most  exquisite  delict  to  address  one 
whom  I  love  so  much  as  you.  But  I  must  tell  you  that  I  never  felt  more 
disappointed  than  when  I  arrived  here  and  inquired  for  a  letter  from  you 
and  behold,  there  was  none.'  And  this  disappointment  was  the  more  miser¬ 
able  because  of  the  pleasure  anticipated  of  hearing  from  my  loved  ones. 

I  know  you  promised  to  write  to  me,  and  I  know  you  have  done  it,  but  then 
the  mail  has  miscarried  and  the  letter  has  not  arrived,  or  at  least  some 
circumstance  has  transpired  to  prevent  the  arrival  of  your  letter,  unless 
you  have  forgotten  one  who  will  always  be  devoted  to  you. 

They  say  that  this  country  works  a  great  change  in  individuals  and  I 
do  not  know  what  it  does,  for  it  has  certainly  strengthened  the  attach¬ 
ment  that  I  had  before  I  left  my  home  for  my  dear  little  family.  Oh, 
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those  dear  little  hoysi  If  I  could  only  see  them  for  a  very  few  moments^ 
what  a  source  of  delight  it  would  he  to  mei  But  this  privilege  I  am  de¬ 
prived  of^  and  may  he  for  some  considerable  time  yet. 

I  last  wrote  you  at  Salt  Lake^  and  up  to  that  time  I  gave  you  a  his¬ 
tory  of  our  journey.  I  arrived  at  the  first  digging  in  California  the  l6th 
or  17th  inst.^  at  a  place  called  Hangtown.  In  the  vicinity  of  this  place^ 
the  hoys  are  still  remaining.  I  do  not  know  what  they  are  engaged  in.  Aquil- 
las^  George  Grinstead^  Charles  Fristoe^  Henry  Greer^  Ahner  and  Henry  Grin- 
stead  and  Davis  Greer  were  all  together  and  all  well.  They  intended  to  la¬ 
bor  in  that  nei^horhood  during  the  winter  and  I  suppose  they  will  remain 
there.  I  gave  to  Aquillas  and  George  all  the  outfit^  as  they  did  all  the 
labor  on  the  road^  and  it  took  about  all  they  had  to  bring  them  throu^. 
Besides  this^  I  paid  all  the  .expenses  of  the  trip.  We  sold  out  at  Carson 
River,  some  200  miles  before  we  arrived  in  California,  and  came  with  a  pas¬ 
senger  train  through.  This  cost  us  $26.00  apiece,  besides  our  board,  which 
was  enormous.  I  cannot  tell  you  all  the  particulars  of  our  trip  which  I 
would  like  to,  but  I  can  tell  you  that  no  living  being  ought  ever  to  under¬ 
take  such  a  trip,  for  it  is  enough  to  kill  man  and  beast,  both  of  which  it 
did  kill  in  numbers.  Men  who  started  with  good  outfits  and  plenty  of  money, 
men  wealthy  at  home,  spent  all  and  were  compelled  to  take  it  afoot  and  carry 
their  clothes  and  provisions  on  their  backs.  I  made  some  $300.00  on  the 
road,  nearly  all  of  this,  with  our  outfit,  we  spent  and  are  now  flat. 

Well,  now  about  California.  Everybody  is  disappointed  in  this  place. 
Hundreds  are  returning  home  immediately  after  their  arrival  here,  a  great 
many  of  whom  beg  money  of  their  friends  to  take  them  home.  The  emigrants  of 
this  year  are  all  very  much  discouraged.  The  mines  are  failing,  property 
depreciating,  the  country  full  of  poverty-stricken  people.  Many  are  commit¬ 
ting  suicide  and  others  are  wishing  themselves  dead,  whilst  others  still  are 
working  with  brilliant  expectations,  but  very  few  are  prospering. 

Notwithstanding  all  these  things,  I  am  not  despondent,  though  I  have 
not  over  $10.00  in  the  world,  I  believe  I  can  do  something  here  if  I  live 
and  am  determined  to  make  some  money,  if  it  takes  me  ten  years,  and  I  have 
no  idea  of  remaining  in  this  country  more  than  two  years  at  most,  and  maybe 
not  half  so  long,  -  I  cannot  tell.  At  least,  I  must  see  my  family  as  soon 
as  I  can  if  I  can. 

Wat,  John,  Fayette  Gilliam  and  Mat  Cheatham  all  got  safely  here  and 
scattered  all  over  the  country.  They  are  all  well,  I  believe.  They  are 
all  going  to  the  mines  in  a  few  days  to  dig  gold.  I  expect  to  start  to¬ 
morrow  to  a  place  some  sixty  miles  from  here.  In  the  South  are  mines  where 
I  shall  stay -  all  winter  I  expect  and  work  in  the  mines  as  I  consid-er  this 
the  best  business  in  California. 

I  will  tell  you,  it  is  all  a  humbug I  I  have  had  several  disappoint¬ 
ments  in  my  expectations  about  business  and  I  am  determined  to  have  no  more. 
If  there  is  any  gold  to  be  made  by  digging,  I  can  make  some  I  think.  At 
least,  I  will  try. 
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California,  I  repeat,  is  all  a  humbug.  Believe  all  the  big  stories 
to  be  false,  basely  false,  calculated  to  deceive.  No  man  should  ever  leave 
the  States  and  come  here,  I  don't  care  -what  his  situation  may  be.  Stay  at 
home.  I  say  to  all  my  friends,  stay  at  home  and  work  for  25^  a  day,  rat¬ 
her  than  come  to  this  God-forsaken  country. 

I  hope  what  is  said  above  will  not  render  you  uneasy  about  me,  for  I 
believe  I  can  make  a  living  here,  yea,  more,  and  this  if  I  am  well  I  will 
do.  My  letter  is  filled  up  and  I  have  not  written  anything  compared  with 
what  I  shoiold  like  to  write.  One  thing  I  charge  you  to  do .  Write  to  me 
every  week,  anyhow .  You  shall  hear  from  me  again  soon.  Another  thing” 
and  I  am  done.  Pray  for  me,  frequently,  yea,  all  the  time.  I  rely  much 
on  your  prayers,  my  dear.  If  the  wealth  of  the  world  were  mine,  I  would 
give  three-fourths  of  it  to  see  you.  Aquillas  and  George  and  I  came 
throu^  all  in  peace,  just  as  brothers,  and  if  I  had  to  come  again,  they 
are  the  boys  I  should  like  to  come  with . 

Believe  me,  yours  until  death, 

Sam  M.  Ayres. 

P.S.  As  I  cannot  fold  this  up  without  putting  an  envelope  on,  I  will 
fill  it  up.  This  country  is  filled  up  with  doctors  and  I  regard  it  as 
the  most  healthy  country  in  the  world.  There  are  more  than  two  doctors 
to  one  patient.  I  can,  therefore,  do  nothing  at  my  profession.  Flour 
in  this  city  is  worth  from  Qcf,  to  lO^z^,  bacon  from  35^^  to  37^,  beef 
butter  $1.00,  etc.  Laborers  get  from  50^  to  $4.00  per  day. 

Direct  your  letters  to  Sacramento  City,  California,  and  believe  me, 
yours  until  death. . .excuse  bad  writing  as  I  am  badly  situated  to  write. 

This  last  letter  received  from  Dr.  Ayres,  dated  Sacramento  25th, 
September,  I85O,  was  very  badly  written,  showing  that  he  was  probably  ill 
at  that  time.  The  next  letter  his  wife  received  follows. 


James  Bar,  Moquelmas  River,  Calif. 
Wednesday,  November  20,  I85O. 


Mrs.  P.  Frances  Ayres, 

(fi  Major  George  S.  Priest, 

Georgetown,  Pettis  Co.,  Mo. 

Dear  Madam: 


It  has  become  my  painful  duty  to  announce  to  you  the  death  of  your 
husband.  He  departed  this  life  last  night  at  about  nine  o'clock. 

The  circimistances  are  briefly  these:  He  arrived  in  the  country  as 

^ho  came  the  "Plains  route",  with  no  money  in  his  pocket  and  coming 
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up  to  these  mines  to  seek  his  living,  hired  himself  to  a  company  up  on  this 
bar,  which  is  engaged  in  extensive  mining  operations.  He  was  not  in  good 
health  at  the  time  of  his  arrival,  and  worked  but  one  day.  About  a  week 
afterward,  and,  I  think,  six  weeks  ago  today,  he  took  to  his  bed  with  an 
attack  of  intermitent  fever,  from  the  effect  of  which  disease  he  died. 

I  was  not  present  at  his  dying  moment.  I  had  administered  to  him 
some  soothing  medicine  and  retired  myself,  at- about  8  o'clock,  my  bed  being 
in  the  same  room.  I  had  no  other  expectation  than  that  he  would  live  the 
night  through.  I  heard  no  noise  nor  movement  until,  I  should  think  about 
eleven,  when  it  commenced  raining  and  I  got  up  to  throw  over  him  an  india- 
rubber  blanket  to  prevent  the  leaking  of  the  rain  to  be  an  annoyance.  He 
gave  no  sign  of  recognition  as  he  usually  did,  and  I  touched  his  forehead. 
He  was  dead.'  He  must  have  taken  his  departure  without  the  slightest  pain, 
for  his  body  and  hands  were  precisely  in  the  same  position  as  when  I  saw 
him  last  and  his  coutenance  was  most  perfectly  calm. 

It  will  be  at  least  a  relief  to  you  to  know  that  all  that  could  be 
done  to  assist  him  was  done.  He  had  good  medical  attendance,  and  the  ser¬ 
vices  of  a  faithful  nurse  throughout  his  illness. 

He  often  spoke  of  yourself  and  his  children  in  the  most  affectionate 
terms  and  his  greatest  distress  seemed  to  be  that  he  must  leave  you  unpro¬ 
vided  for.  He  was,  however,  peffectly  resigned  towards  the  end  and  died 
like  a  man  and  a  Christian.  I  was  with  him  throu^out  his  illness  and  know 
somewhat  the  extent  of  your  misfortune  from  what  I  saw  of  his  character. 

You  will  please  accept,  therefore,  the  kindliest  and  deepest  sympathy  of  a 
stranger . 


Very  respectfully  yours, 

John  Doughty 

P.S.  Should  you  wish  any  further  particulars,  address  either  Mr.  ¥m.  Evans, 
Sacramento  City,  or  myself  at  this  place. 

Following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  written  by  Manlius  Adolphus  Ayres,  aged  19, 
to  his  mother,  Priscilla  Frances  (Priest)  Ayres,  while  he  was  attending 
Bethel  College,  Russellville,  Kentucky  (Logan  Co.)  "Dean",  whom  he  men¬ 
tions,  is  his  uncle,  E.  L.  Priest,  of  Pettis  Co.  Mo.,  who  was  also  attend¬ 
ing  Bethel  College.  "Miss  Sallie"  was  Miss  Sallie  Dorsey,  of  Georgetown, 
Pettis  Co.  Mo.,  sister  of  Theresa  Virginia  Dorsey,  who  later  became  Mrs. 

M.  A.  Ayres. 


Bethel  College  Kentucky, 
Dec.  10th,  1866. 


Dear  Mama: 

Yours  of  the  5th  came  by  the  evening  mail  and  I  hasten  to  reply.  I  was 
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around  at  the  Academy  this  evening  and  had  the  honor  of  a  half  hour's 
conversation  with  Miss  Carneal;  she  informed  me  that  she  had  received  a 
communication  some  time  since^  signed  "Mank/'  and  wished  to  know  if  I 
knew  anybody  by  that  name.'  On  my  replying  in  the  affirmative,  she  said 
she  would  answer  soon.  You  complain  of  my  not  writing  oftener,  -  I  have 
written  an  answer  to  each  of  the  letters  received  from  you.  This  is  the 
third,  I  believe. 

You  are  pleased  to  repeat  the  flattery  of  Miss  Bradshaw,  and  I  can 
answer  you  that  I  did  not  know  how  to  appreciate  "such  stuff",  it  might 
have  given  me  the  brain  fever.  Inform  the  lady  that  she  has  my  thanks 
for  the  flattery  and  in  reply  allow  me  to  say  I  think  she  is  about  as 
good  a  diplomat  as  anyone  would  meet  in  a  lifetime,  -  in  fact,  in  her 
own  particular  sphere,  she  is  aOmiost  equal  to  Louis  Napoleoivof  today, 
or  Talleyrand  of  55  years  ago. 

It  is  quite  an  interesting  piece  of  gossip  that  Mrs.  S.  Told,  and 
you  desire  to  know  what  I  have  to  say;  well,  only  this;  if  I  had  been 
Miss  B.,  I  would  have  kept  it  to  myself.  As  sure  as  she  lives,  she  will 
regret  that  she  did  not. 

And  now,  a  word  about  my  studies.  The  remainder  of  this  session 
will  be  spent  in  reviewing  what  I  already  know,  and  I  believe  it  would 
pay  me  to  quit  Christmas  and  not  come  any  more,  but  I  said  this  in  my 
last  and  you  made  no  reply .  I  can  study  by  myself  and  not  pay  $4-^  board 
per  week  as  I  am  doing  here.  I  leave  the  subject  with  you  for  the  pre¬ 
sent.  Brother  and  Dean  say  they  are  coming  home  Christmas  to  stay  and 
Dean  has  already  written  it  home;  they  can't  go  any  of  the  next  session 
without  going  all  of  it.  I  think  myself  it  would  be  best  unless  they  can 
go  five  months.  Dean,  brother  and  I  have  each  a  nickname  with  the  Aca¬ 
demy  girls  (we  pass  there  every  day).  I  am  "Old  Ayres",  brother  "Young 
Ayres",  and  Dean  "Old  Priest".  We  laugh  a  good  deal  about  it.  The  girls, 
(i.e.  young  ladles),  at  the  Academy  have  prepared  a  Christmas  tree,  and 
Cousins  Mattie  and  Susie  very  kindly  gave  us  an  invitation  to  attend. 

My  hand  is  so  very  tired,  I  must  wait  until  tomorrow  night  to  finish. 

Dec.  11th.  Ni^t.  Nothing  new  or  interesting  has  taken  place  today.  I 
just  propose  to  drop  in  a  word  by  way  of  explanation  about  the  directing 
of  ray  last  letter.  My  pen  was  no  count  and  this  one  is  not  much  better. 

I  have  to  quit  for  this  time.  I  have  written  a  good  long  letter.  My 
paper  is  not  the  nicest  in  the  world,  but  then  'tis  good  and  you  know 
the  situation.  You  may  show  this  letter  to  Miss  Sallie  if  you  choose. 
Adieu, 

Very  affectionately,  Mannie. 

Note  by  Miss  Ayres;  Mrs.  Priscilla  Frances  (Priest)  Ayres  was  called 
"Mank"  by  her  family  and  friends.  Her  yoimg  brother,  "Dean",  in  trying 
to  say  Fanny  said  "Mank"  and  the  name  stuck.  Martha  Harris  and  Mary  Su¬ 
san  Jagoe,  cousins  of  M.  A,  Ayres,  were  at  this  time  attending  the  Aca¬ 
demy  for  girls  in  Russellville,  Ky.,  and  many,  many  years  later,  Mrs.  Mary 
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Susan  (jagoe)  Rush  wrote  this  compiler  that  while  they  were  all  in  school 
at  Russellville^  Dr.  David  Morton_,  head  of  the  Girl's  school,  allowed  the 
two  Ayres  and  the  Priest  cousin  to  visit  them,  thou^  ordinarily  it  was  not 
allowed,  because  "Dr.  Morton  knew  we  were  all  descendants  of  Rev.  Grigsby 
Rush . " 


Following  is  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Mary  Eva  Gilliam,  who  married  P. 
H*  Franklin.  It  is  addressed  to  her  aunt  by  marriage,  Mrs.  Priscilla 
Prances  (Priest)  Ayres,  and  written  shortly  after  the  marriage  of  M.  A. 
Ayres  to  Theresa  Virginia  Dorsey.  The  "Infare"  was  held  at  the  home  of  his 
grandfather,  George  S.  Priest,  "Rosebower"  in  Pettis  Co.  Mo.,  and  occasion 
is  the  one  of  which  she  speaks  in  the  letter: 


Cambridge,  Mo.  April  1872. 

Mrs.  Ayres, 

Dear  Aunt: 

It  has  been  a  long  time  since  I  sat  down  to  write  you.  But  you  must 
not  think  that  I  never  think  of  you  all,  for  I  assure  you  I  often  do.  You 
know  how  negligent  I  am  about  writing. 

I  suppose  Manny  and  Jennie  are  married!  I  received  a  ticket  to  the 
reception  party  at  your  home.  I  could  not  attend.  Was  very  sorry.  Indeed. 

Aunt  Mank,  I  sat  down  to  write,  just  for  the  purpose  of  writing  you  a 
very  few  lines,  as  I  am  scarcely  able  to  sit  up  as  I  have  got  such  a  wretch¬ 
ed  cold.  You  will  doubtless  be  somewhat  surprised  when  I  tell  you  that 'Mr. 
Phil  Franklin  and  myself  are  to  be  married  on  the  evening  of  the  first  day 
of  May.  I  will  be  very  glad  to  have  you  and  the  boys  come  up.  We  will  not 
have  a  large  wedding,  and  I  want  all  my  most  particular  friends  to  be  pre¬ 
sent  and  you  know  that  you  are  one  of  them.  Be  sure  and  come  and  excuse  me 
for  not  writing  more.  I  can  scarcely  sit  up.  We  are  all  anxious  to  see 
you.  My  love  to  all.  Goodnight. 

Fondly, 

Sis 

P.S.  Old  Mrs.  Land  is  dead. 
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VTI.  Mary  Jane  Ayres ,  daugjiter  of  Nancy  Gilliam  and  Matthias  Ayres , 
was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Y&.,  on  Jan.  15,  1827,  and  md  in  Saline  Co.  Mo., 
on  May  30,  1843,  to  Abner  James  Watson.  She  d  July  11,  189O.  We  do  not 
know  the  antecedents  of  Abner  James  Watson.  In  the  Ayres'  family  burial 
plot,  northwest  of  Slater.  Mo.,  there  is  a  stone  bearing  the  inscription; 
"Ambrose  E.  Watson,  b  Jan.  11,  I81O.  d  Aug.  27,  1815".  As  stated  prewlous- 
ly,  the  Ayres '  did  not  own  or  live  on  this  land  until  1837,  yet  there  are 
Gilliams  and  Watsons  buried  there  several  y.ars  prior  to  that  date.  Evi¬ 
dently  the  Gilliam  girl  and  Watson  boy  who  d  in  181O  and  181I,  were  related 
to  the  Gilliams  and  Watsons  who  married  Ayres.  In  the  journal  of  Matthias 
Ayres  we  find  this  account; 

To  Abner  J.  Watson,  Dr. 

To  one  negro  girl,  $300.00 

To  one  saddle,  11.00 

To  one  cow  and  calf,  8.00 

This  compiler  has  had  no  direct  communication  for  many  years  with  any 
of  the  Watson  descendants.  The  information  given  herein  was  given  to  me  by 
Mr.  George  Cheatham  and  Miss  Battle  Norvell. 


We  do  not  have  any  dates  for  the  Watson  descendants,  but  the  list  of 
the  children  and  descendants  of  Abner  Jane  and  Mary  Jane  (Ayres)  Watson, 
as  compiled  from  various  sources,  follows; 


1. 

John  Watson 

6. 

Martha  J.  Watson 

2. 

Alice  J.  Watson 

7. 

James  Watson 

3. 

Sallle  Watson 

8. 

Benjamin  Y.  Watson 

4. 

Nannie  A.  Watson 

9- 

Jessie  A.  Watson 

5. 

Betty  Watson 

10. 

Belle  Watson 

1. 

John  Watson,  son  of  Abner  J. 

and  Mary  Jane  (Ayres)  Watson, 

md  a 

dau 

of 

Nicholas  Land,  this  writer  was 

told. 

In  Marriage  Records  Saline  Co 

Mo. , 

Bk 

.  6,  p  166,  on  Oct.  15,  1867, 

we  find 

record  of  the  marriage 

of  a 

John  Watson  to  Ellen  Zimmerman, 
he  may  have  md  more  than  once . 


This  may  not  be  the  same  John  Watson,  or 


This  writer  had  one  letter  from  John  Watson  many  years  ago,  in  which 
he  stated  that  he  served  in  the  Confederate  Army,  enlisting  in  1861  and  ser 
ving  throu^out  the  war,  and  that  in  I868  he  moved  to  California.  At  that 
time  he  was  living  in  Berkeley,  California.  Nothing  is  known  of  his  descen 
dants . 


2.  Alice  J.  Watson,  dau  of  Abner  J.  and  Mary  Jane  (Ayres)  Watson,  md 
William  A.  Putney.  (Bk  D,  p  215,  Dec.  25,  1877,  Wm.  A.  Putney  and  Alice  J. 
Watson,  at  the  home  of  her  father,  Mr.  Watson,  and  in  the  presence  of  the 
family,  M.  Golden  and  Sears,  by  J.  Keith,  M.G." 

William  A.  Putney  was  a  brother  to  Nancy  Putney,  who  md  Walter  A.  Ford 
son  of  Samuel  A.  and  Susan  (Ayres)  Ford.  The  Putneys  were  also  from  Buck- 
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in^am  Co.  Va.^  coming  to  Saline  Co.  Mo.  in  l868.  The  father  of  William 
A.  and  Nancy  Putney  was  Isaac  Putney  and  their  mother  was  Nancy  Wilson. 
They  were  md  in  Virginia  Dec.  10,  1835  and  had  11  children.  William  and 
Alice  (Watson)  Putney  had  one  child. 

3.  Sallie  Watson,  dau  of  Abner  J.  and  Mary  Jane  (Ayres)  Watson  md 
a  Mr.  Jenkins.  They  had  three  children,  two  sons  and  one  dau  who  md  a 
Mr.  Shoemaker. 

4.  Nannie  A.  Watson,  dau  of  A.  J.  and  Mary  Jane  (Ayres)  Watson  md 
Jacob  S.  Sayers  on  June  2,  1875-  (Bk  D,  p  35,  June  2,  18T5,  Jacob  S. 
Sayers  and  Miss  Nannie  Watson,  at  the  home  of  James  Watson,  Saline  Co.  Mo. 
P.  G.  Rea,  M.G.)  They  had  two  children:  Eunice  Sayer  md  Mr.  Burton; 
Zillah  Sayers  md  Bob  Gable. 

5"  Bettie,  or  Elizabeth  Watson,  dau  of  A»  J.  and  Mary  J.  (Ayres) 
Watson,  md  a  Mr .  Adams .  We  have  no  further  inf oimation  concerning  her . 

6.  Martha  J .  Watson,  dau  of  A.  J,  and  Mary  J.  (Ayres)  Watson,  md 
1st  John  L.  Pope  on  Sept.  22,  l884.  (Bk  1,  p  51) .  They  had  a  dau,  PTrima 
Pope.  On  Jan.  3I,  1888,  Martha  J.  (Watson)  Pope  md  G,  B.  Rush.  They  had 
children,  but  we  have  no  record  of  them. 

7-  James  Watson,  son  of  Abner  J.  and  Mary  J.  (Ayres)  Watson,  md 
Maria  Jeffries,  and  lived  in  Harrington,  Washington.  Maria  Jeffries  was 
a  grand-dau  of  Isaac  Putney  and  niece  of  William  A.  and  of  Nancy  (Putney) 
Ford.  They  had  four  children. 

8.  Benjamin  Y.  Watson,  son  of  A.  J,  and  Mary  J.  (Ayres)  Watson,  md 
Betty  F.  Putney,  sister  to  Win.  A.  Putney  who  md  Alice  J.  Watson  and  to 
Nancy  Putney  who  md  Walter  A.  Ford  and  aunt  to  Marla  Jeffries  wife  of 
James  Watson,  Saline  Co.  Mar.  Rec.  Bk  D,  p  1^3:  Nov.  23,  I876,  Benjamin 
Y.  Watson  and  Betty  F.  Putney,  in  the  presence  of  James  Watson,  James 
Ayres  and  Walter  Ford,  at  the  home  of  Mr.  Putney.  John  W.  Winning,  J.P. 
Nothing  is  known  of  their  descendants,  if  any. 

9*  Jessie  Watson,  dau  of  Abner  J.  and  Mary  J.  (Ayres)  Watson,  md 
William  B.  Merrynan  on  June  29,  1889.  They  had  one  child  and  went  to 
Virginia  to  reside.  There  were  a  number  of  Ayres -Merryman  marriages  in 
Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  among  descendants  of  Rev.  John  Ayres,  brother  to 
Matthias  Ayres  of  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  and  this  Wm.  B.  Merryman  was  quite  prob¬ 
ably  related  to  his  wife. 

10.  Belle  Watson,  dau  of  Abner  J.  and  Mary  J.  (Ayres)  Watson,  md 
Taylor  Gilliam.  Nothing  is  known  of  their  descendants. 

VIII.  Martha  Judith  Leake  Ayres,  dau  of  Matthias  and  Nancy  Gilliam 
(Howell)  Ayres,  was  b  in  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.  on  May  8,  1828.  She  was  md  in 
Saline  Co.  Mo.,  on  Nov.  1,  l848,  to  Madison  L.  Cheatham,  who  was  b  in 
Patrick  Co.  Va.  on  Nov.  23,  1821.  In  Bk  A,  p  83^  Mar.  Rec.  Saline  Co., 
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¥8  find  it  thus:  "Mr.  Matthew  Cheatham,  to  Martha  J.  L.  Ayres^  Nov.  18^9^ 
hy  F.  A,  T/^therspoon. "  This  compiler  must  have  copied  the  date  wrong_,  or 
the  marriage  hooks  were  copied  from  older  hooks  and  a  mistake  made.  The  date 
given  by  her  descendants  is  Nov.  1,  1849^  hut  the  Ayres'  Bible  gives  the  date 
as  Nov.  l848^  and  they  were  certainly  married  in  l848^  for  in  a  letter 
written  on  Nov.  10^  l848^  from  St.  Louls^  Mo.^  hy  her  brother^  Samuel  Mat¬ 
thias  AyreS;  to  his  wlfe^  Priscilla  Frances  (Priest)  Ayres_,  he  says;  "I  was 
much  aggrlBved  to  learn  that  Judy  had  married. .  .Cheatham hut  I  am  in  hopes 
they  will  do  well.  You  must  not  let  them  know  what  I  think  about  it  at  all. 
You  told  me  very  little  about  the  wedding^  the  news  in  Saline^  etc.  I  am  in 
hopes  you  will  tell  me  a  good  deal  m,ore  in  the  future .  I  have  written  to 
father_,  requesting  him  to  write  me  all  about  it^  but  I  do  not  know  whether 
he  will  or  not.  Is  Cheatham  worth  anything^  or  not?  Did  you  say  they  (both 
of  than)  were  going  to  Texas  in  the  Spring?  You  did  not  write  me  who  married 
Judy  and  Cheatham. 

More  than  a  hundred  years  later ^  with  no  more  knowledge  than  this,  it 
is  hard  to  un,derstarid  why  the  compiler's  grandfather,  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres, 
was  so  "much  aggrieved"  because  of  his  sister's  marriage.  The  writer  was 
told  by  some  of  Mi*s .  Cheatham's  descendants  that  this  particular  sister  and 
brother  were  very  synpathetlc  and  close  to  one  another. 

The  compiler's  great-aunt,  Mrs.  Miranda  Elizabeth  (Priest)  Grinstead, 
sister  to  Priscilla  Frances  (Priest)  Ayres,  said  that  she  was  bridesmaid  at 
the  wedding  of  Martha  Judith  Leake  Ayres.  ‘As  a  young  lady,  she  visited  in 
Saline  Co.  with  her  sister,  Mrs.  Ayres,  among  the  Ayres'  kin,  and  she  made 
this  explanation:  She  said  that  Judy  Ayres  was  in  love  with  a  Methodist 
preacher  named  John  Wooldridge,  but  her  parents  opposed  the  match.  Perhaps 
her  brother  was  in  favor  of  it,  yet  this  is  by  no  means  indicated  in  his 
letters,  for  in  a  letter  dated  St.  Louis,  Oct.  2,  l848,  he  says:  "The  Con¬ 
ference  has  been  in  session  in  this  city  since  last  Wednesday. . .John  Wool¬ 
dridge  is  here,  rooming  with  me.  He  is  to  be  married  the  12th  of  this  month 
to  Miss  Sarah  Lacy,  daughter  of  Dr.  Lacy.  He  thinks  her,  and  I  have  no 
doubt  she  Is,  an  admirable  and  excellent  girl.  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  it 
will  be  a  happy  match."  No  mention  of  Judy,  or  intimation  of  a  shattered 
romance .  Neither  is  there  any  suggestion  in  the  later  letter  concerning 
the  wedding,  that  she  was  immediately  caught  "on  the  rebound".  She  was  mar¬ 
ried  less  than  a  month  later  to  Madison  Cheatham.  Samuel  Matthias  Aynes, 
grandfather  of  this  compiler,  and  writer  of  the  letters  mentioned  above, 
was  also  a  Methodist  preacher,  and  was  ordained  at  this  Conference  of  which 
he  speaks,  held  in  St.Lpuls  in  l848.  He  was  at  that  time  attending  the  St. 
Louis  University,  studying  medicine  and  surgery. 

Madison  Cheatham  died  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  on  March  l4,  1899^  .a-^d  was 
one  of  the  never  ending  caravans  of  gold  seekers  to  California  in  1849-50, 
though  we  know  nothing  of  his  trip  or  of  his  success  beyond  the  bare  fact 
as  recorded  in  letters  from  Dr.  Samuel  M.  Ayres  to  his  wife  in  185O.  In  a 
letter  dated  June  I5,  185O,  he  says:  "I  saw  yesterday,  Joe  Wolf skill  from 
Saline.  He  says  that  George  Cheatham,  Matt's  brother,  died  of  cholera  the 
other  day.  Land  was  also  very  sick  and  was  thought  to  be  beyond  recovery. 
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Wat  and  John  and  Mad  Cheatham  are  all  behind  some  fifteen  miles  and  are 
all  well."  In  a  letter  dated  May  10^  1850^  soon  after  he  started.  Dr. 

Ayres  says!  Cheatham  and  Gilliam  are  ahead  of  us."  From  Sacramento  City, 
in  a  letter  dated  S  pt.  25,  185O,  after  their  arrival,  he  says:  "Wat,  John, 
Fayette  Gilliam  and  Mat  Cheatham  all  got  here  safely  and  scattered  all  over 
the  country.  They  are  all  well,  I  believe.  They  are  all  going  to  the  mi¬ 
nes  in  a  few  days  to  dig  gold.  Madison  Cheatham  was  called  "Mad"  and  Matt 
Cheatham  by  the  kin. 

In  the  journal  of  Matthias  Ayres  we  find  the  following  items: 

Matth  Cheatham,  Dr . , 

To  one  negro  girl,  $300.00 

To  one  saddle,  9. 00 

“$309. 00 

In  Saline  Co.  History,  by  W.  B.  Napton,  p  482,  we  find  the  following 
sketch  of  Madison  C.  Cheatham:  "Prominent  among  the  sturdy  pioneers  who 
gave  character  and  stability  to  the  early  settlement  of  Cambridge  township 
was  the  late  Madison  C.  Cheatham,  whose  lamented  death  on  March  l4,  1899, 
removed  from  Saline  Co.  one  of  its  most  enterprising  men  and  public-spirit¬ 
ed  citizens.  Mr.  Cheatham  was  born  in  Nashville,  Tenn.,  Nov.  23,  l821,  and 
came  to  Saline  Co.  from  Kentucky  at  quite  an  early  date,  locating  in  the 
village  of  Cambridge,  where  he  worked  for  some  years  at  the  plasterer's 
trade.  On  Nov.  1,  l848,  he  married  Martha  Judith  L.  Ayres,  who  was  born 
in  Buckln^am  Co.  Va.,  May  8,  1828,  the  daughter  of  Matthias  and  Nancy 
(Howell)  Ayres,  both  natives  of  Buckingham  Co.,  but  from  I836  until  their 
respective  deaths  residents  of  Saline  Co."  "From  the  time  of  their  mar¬ 
riage  until  1853^  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cheatham  made  their  home  with  Mrs.  Cheat¬ 
ham's  parents.  In  the  latter  year,  they  moved  to  a  farm  of  I80  acres  on 
the  south  edge  of  the  present  town  of  Gilliam,  which  Mr.  Cheatham  purchas¬ 
ed  and  improved,  and  on  which  the  family  still  resides." 

In  connection  with  agriculture,  Mr.  Cheatham  worked  at  his  trade  for 
a  number  of  years  and  being  a  man  of  great  Industry  and  frugal  habits,  he 
succeeded  well  at  the  two  occupations  and  in  due  time  acquired  a  comfort¬ 
able  competency.  He  took  an  active  Interest  in  all  matters  pertaining  to 
the  development  of  the  country,  became  a  leader  of  the  Democratic  party 
in  his  part  of  the  county  and  also  an  influential  factor  in  introducing 
schools  and  other  means  of  improving  the  young  people  of  the  neighborhood. 

In  the  latter  part  of  his  life,  he  united  with  the  Methodist  Episcopal 
Church,  South,  and  continued  a  faithful  and  consistent  member  of  the  same 
to  the  end  of  his  days,  besides  assisting  to  the  extent  of  his  ability  var¬ 
ious  charitable  and  humanitarian  enterprises  and  using  his  influence  at  all 
times  for  the  moral  advancement  of  his  fellow -man. 

"Mr.  and  Mrs.  Cheatham  were  the  parents  of  11  children,  all  but  one 
daughter,  who  died  at  the  age  of  I3,  grew  to  maturity  and  reared  children 
of  their  own.  George,  the  eldest  of  the  family,  who  was  born  Sept.  30, 


1849^  resides  in  the  village  of  Gilliam^  as  does  also  Mrs.  Josephine  Swinney 
whose  hirth  occurred  in  the  year  1853 J  Samuel  Matthias^  horn  Aug.  l4_,  1854^ 
departed  this  life  Dec.  17^  1899)  Fayette  was  horn  on  26th  of  Oct.  1856; 
Joseph  ¥.  horh  Sept.  30^  1858;  Mary  B.  horn  Nov.  l4^  l860j  Benjamin  H.  horn 
March  1^  1863)  for  some  years  he  has  been  a  resident  of  California;  William 
Edward^  horn  Feh.  21^  1865^  lives  at  the  old  home  and  manages  the  farm;  Mrs. 
Judith  A.  Carnh!han  was  horn  May  4^  1867  and  makes  her  home  in  Coeur  d'  Alene 
Idaho;  Lily  was  horn  Aug.  27^.  1869^  died  July  25th^  l882;  Mrs.  Lucy  J.  McFar 
land^  of  Coeur  d'  Alene^  Idaho^  was  horn  Oct.  7^  I872.  Those  whose  places 
of  residence  are  not  given  ahove^  live  at  or  near  Gilliam^  Wn,  E.  being  the 
only  son  unmarried. 

"The  family  is  an  old  one  and  greatly  esteemed  and  the  hi^  reputation 
which  its  several  members  enjoy  hears  evidence  of  the  unsullied  lustre  of 
an  honored  name^  Mrs.  Cheatham^  althou^  past  her  82nd  year^  is  remarkably 
well-preserved  for  one  of  her  age  and  retains  unimpaired  nearly  all  her  hodi 
ly  powers^  while  her  mind  is  as  clear  and  memory  as  retentive  almost  as  in 
the  days  of  her  prime.  She  enjoys  fairly  good  health  and  lives  with  her 
youngest  son_,  who  spares  no  pains  in  looking  after  her  interests  and  minis¬ 
tering  to  her  comfort.  Her  life  has  been  long  and  useful^  a  blessing  to  her 
family  and  friends  and  all  who  enjoy  the  privilege  of  her  acquaintance  speak 
highly  in  praise  of  her  beautiful  character  and  many  sterling  qualities  of 
mind  and  heart . " 

The  above  account  was  probably  written  about  1910^  though  we  have  no 
date  of  publication. 

The  discrepancy  in  the  place  of  birth  of  Madison  L.  Cheatham  and  his 
name^  is  due  to  the  compiler's  lack  of  knowledge  of  her  kln^  in  all  probabll 
Ity.  The  Cheatham  descendants  state  that  Madison  Cheatham  was  born  near 
Nashville^  Tenn.  But  the  funeral  notice  sent  the  compiler's  grandmother  at 
the  time  of  his  deaths  reads  as  follows;  "Died  -  at  his  residence  Tuesday, 
March  l4,  l899j  at  9-50  A«M.,  Madison  Cheatham.  Born  November  23,  l821, 
Patrick  Co.  Va.  Aged  77  years,  3  months,  21  days.  Funeral  services  at  the 
M.  E.  Church,  South,  March  I5,  at  11  A.M.,  conducted  by  Rev.  J.  S,  Brown 
Burial  at  the  Gilliam  Cemetery."  There  is  some  discrepancy,  too,  in  the 
name.  Some  of  the  accounts  giving  it  Madison  L,  and  some  of  them  saying 
Madison  C.  Cheatham.  He  was  called  "Matt"  and  "Mad". 

Madison  and  Martha  Judith  Leake  (Ayres)  Cheatham  had  eHeven  children, 
as  follows; 


1. 

George  Madison  Cheatham 

7- 

Benjamin  Hardin  Cheatham 

2. 

Josephine  Maria  Louise  Cheatham  8. 

William  Edward  Cheatham 

3. 

Samuel  Matthias  Cheatham 

9- 

Judith  Cheatham 

4. 

Fayette  Cheatham 

10. 

Lily  Cheatham 

5. 

Joseph  ¥.  Cheatham 

11. 

Lucy  J .  Cheatham 

6. 

Mary  Booker  Cheatham 

/,  George  Madison  Cheatham  was  born  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  Sept.  3O;  1849. 
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He  md  on  Oct.  "J ,  1889^  Nellie  Grey  Hudson  (Bk  3^  P  61) .  She  was  b  May 
30^  1886  They  had  five  children,  as  follows: 

1.  Fay  Hudson  Cheatham,  b  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  Sept  2,  1891.  He  md 
Della  Sparks, and  they  have  no  children.  He  Is  partially  blind. 

2.  George  Jahleel  Cheatham  was  b  In  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  June  I5, 

1892.  He  md  Helen  Banlsch.  She  was  b  1895  and  d  I933.  They  had  one 
child,  George  Jahleel  Cheatham,  Jr.,  b  Apr.  30,  1915 .  Mr.  George  J. 
Cheatham  was  In  U.  S.  Army  In  World  War  I,  stationed  In  Manila,  P.  I. 

3.  Judith  Eliza  Cheatham  was  b  In  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  Oct.  10,  I893. 
She  md  Hargrove  Austin  Powell  on  Oct  1,  1919-  They  make  their  home  In 
Wheaton,  Ills.,  and  have  five  children:  1.  Dorothy  Powell;  2.  Nellie 
Jane  Powell;  3.  Judith  Ann  Powell;  h.  H.  A.  Powell,  Jr.,  5.  Virginia 
Powell . 

4.  Leonard  Cheatham  was  b  In  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  April  1897.  He  was 
an  aviator  In  World  War  I.  He  md  Wavy  Henson  and  they  had  one  son. 
Leonard  Cheatham  died  and  his  wife  md  again. 

5.  Edward  Cheatham  was  b  In  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  Jan.  7,  1898.  He 
md  Stella  Wldaman.  During  World  War  I  he  was  with  U.  S.  Marines,  6th 
Dlv.  They  make  their  home  In  Independence,  Mo.,  where  he  Is  buyer  for 
Sears  Roebuck  &  Co.  of  Kansas  City.  They  have  two  children. 

2.  Josephine  Marla  Louisa  Cheatham,  dau.  of  Madison  and  Martha 
Judith  Leake  (Ayres)  Cheatham,  was  b  In  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  on  Feb.  I7, 

1853.  She  was  md  first  on  July  23,  I874,  In  Saline  Co.  to  John  D.  Nor- 
vell,  by  Rev.  A.M,  Rader  (Bk.  C,  p  447.)  She  md  second  George  Don  Swln- 
^^y^^on  April  3^  1895*  (Bk  5^  p  110.)  There  were  no  children  of  either 
marriage.  John  Norvell's  first  wife  was  Clementine  Ayres,  dau  of  Benja¬ 
min  F.  and  Mary  (Wooldridge)  Ayres,  and  first  cousin  of  his  second  wife. 
He  was  a  brother  of  Elvira  Norvell,  who  md  Peter  Nathan  Ayres,  and  of 
Vincent  Norvell,  who  md  Clementine's  sister,  Mary  Ann  Ayres. 

3*  Samuel  Matthias  Cheatham,  son  of  Madison  and  Martha  Judith  Leake 
(A;^es)  Cheatham,  was  named  for  the  compiler's  grandfather,  Samuel  Mat¬ 
thias  Ayres,  his  uncle.  He  was  b  In  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  Aug.  l4,  l854,  and 

d  Dec.  17,  1899.  He  md  Mary  Susan  Palmer  on  Oct.  20  ,  I886  and  they  had 
five  children; 


1.  Judith  Leake  Cheatham  was  b  In  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  Aug.  28,  1887. 
She  Is  xinmarrled. 


2.  Mabel  Verne  Cheatham  was  b  In  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  Aug.  28,  1890, 
and  md  on  July  4,  1912,  Chester  L.  Groves.  He  was  b  May  10,  1885.  They 
have  twin  boys,  b  Jan.  27,  1919:  !•  Jack  Lawton  Groves;  2.  Robert 

Reed  Groves. 
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Reed  Groves . 


3.  Lucile  Cheatham  was  h  in  Saline  Co.  Mo . ^  on  July  18^  l893^  and  md 
William  H.  Smith  on  Dec.  20,  I918.  He  was  h  S  pt.  18,  1888.  They  have  no 
children. 

4.  Paul  Palmer  Cheatham  was  h  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  Aug.  I8,  1895*  He 
md  Leoffa  Thompson  on  May  1,  I921.  She  was  h  May  1,  1895-  They  have  three 
children:  1.  Paul  Palmer  Cheatham,  Jr.,  h  May  27,  1922'j  2.  Marihelle 
Patricia  Cheatham,  h  Mar.  IJ,  1925 j  3<>  Reta  Thompson  Cheatham,  h  April  28, 

1931. 


5.  Josephine . Louise  Cheatham  was  h  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  Dec.  8,  1899 
and  md  Hugh  Gordon  Pigue  on  Aug.  25,  1925*  He  was  h  Sept.  20,  1894.  They 
make  their  home  in  Fulton,  Ky.  and  have  no  children. 

After  the  death  of  her  hushand,  Mrs.  Samuel  Matthias  Cheatham  md  second 
Mr.  G.  ¥.  Dlmmitt,  of  Fayette,  Mo.  Since  his  death,  she  makes  her  home  with 
her  daughter,  Mrs.  Pigue,  in  Fulton,  Ky. 

4.  Fayette  Cheatham,  son  of  Madison  and  Martha  Judith  Leake  (Ayres) 
Cheatham,  was  h  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  Oct.  26,  I856.  He  md  Belle  Alexander 
in  Jan.  I9OO.  They  had  no  children. 

5.  Joseph  ¥.  Cheatham,  son  of  Madison  and  Martha  Judith  Leake  (Ayres) 
Cheatham,  was  h  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  Sept.  30;  I858.  He  was  md  in  Nehraska, 
in  Sept.  1899;  to  Virginia  Land,  dau  of  Peter  Winston  and  Catherine  Virginia 
(Ayres)  Land,  and  his  first  cousin.  They  had  one  child,  Virginia  Fore  Cheat¬ 
ham,  b  July  3;  1901.  She  md  Sanford  Cresap  Wise,  and  they  have  three  chil¬ 
dren:  1.  Virginia  Catherine  Wise;  2.  Nancy  Joe  Wise;  3*  Sanford  Cresap 
Wise,  Jr.  Mrs.  Wise  makes  her  home  in  St.  Louis,  and  her  parents  live  with 
her  after  her  marriage . 

6.  Mary  Booker  Cheatham,  dau  of  Madison  and  Martha  Judith  Leake  (Ay¬ 
res)  Cheatham,  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  Nov.  l4,  i860.  She  never  married 
and  died  in  California. 

7.  Benjamin  Hardin  Cheatham,  son  of  Madison  and  Judith  Martha  (Ayres) 
Cheatham,  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  on  Mar.  1,  1863;  d  June  20,  1933" 

He  md  Catherine  Swinney,  dau  of  James  E.  and  Mary  A.  (Jones)  Swinney.  They 
had  five  children;  1.  Mary  'Swinney  Cheatham,  2.  Curtis  Swinney  Cheatham, 
b  1892;  3-  William  Cheatham,  b  1894;  4.  Phoebe  Cheatham,  b  I896;  5* 

Mildred  Cheatham,  b  1899* 

8.  William  Edward  Cheatham,  son  of  Madison  and  Martha  Judith  Leake 
(Ayres)  Cheatham  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  F  b.  21,  I865 .  He  md  Mary  Nor- 
vell,  dau  of  Edwin  Norvell,  son  of  Daniel  Norvell,  in  Oct.  1915*  She  was 

b  Oct.  3O;  1887.  They  had  two  children;  1,  William  Edward  Cheatham,  Jr; 

2.  Norvella  Cheatham,  b  1917* 
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9.  Judith  Annie  Cheatham,  dau  of  Madison  and  Martha  Judith  Leake 
(Ayres)  Cheatham,  was  h  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  on  May  4,  186t,  and  md  Sam 
Carnahan.  She  lives  in  Couer  d'  Alene,  Idaho,  and  we  have  no  knowledge 
of  her  family,  if  any. 

10.  Lily  Cheatham,  h  Aug.  27,  I869,  died  July  25,  l882. 

11.  Lucy  J.  Cheatham,  dau  of  Madison  and  Martha  Judith  Leake  (Ayres) 
Cheatham,  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  on  Oct.  J,  1872.  She  was  md  to  Wm. 

P.  McFarland  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  Dec.  l4,  I896.  (Bk  5,  p  386.)  They 
made  their  home  in  Couer  d'  Alene,  Idaho.  Mr.  McFarland  died  about  I9IT. 
At  the  time  of  his  death,  he  was  Sheriff  of  Kootenai  Co.  In  I938,  Mrs. 
McFarland  was  living  in  Portland,  Oregon. 

IX.  John  Howell  Ayres,  son  of  Matthias  and  Haney  Gilliam  (Howell) 
Ayres,  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  on  Sept.  9,  I83O.  At  the  age  of 
20,  he  went  with  a  company  of  Saline  Co.  Mo.  prospectors  to  the  gold 
fields  of  California.  In  the  letters  from  his  brother.  Dr.  Samuel  Mat¬ 
thias  Ayres,  to  his  wife,  written  on  the  Plains  trip  to  California,  he 
mentions  his  brother  John  several  times.  On  Ifey  10,  I85O,  he  says;  "I 
understand  that  Bro  John  is  encamped  about  ten  miles  from  us.  We  expect 
to  see  him  about  the  line."  On  June  I5,  185O,  he  says;  "John  and  the 
Groves  are  with  Brown  Miller,  Wolf skill  is  about  ten  miles  behind  with 
a  Callaway  Co."  John  Howell  Ayres  died  in  California  on  Sept.  IT,  185I, 
and  is  buried  on  Rich  Bar,  Forth  Fork  of  Feather  River. 

X.  Isabella  Hales  Ayres,  dau  of  Matthias  and  Nancy  Gilliam  (Howell) 
Ayres,  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  on  April  6,  1832  and  d  in  Saline  Co. 
Mo.  on  May  28,  1847^  unmarried. 

XI.  Peter  Nathan  Ayres,  son  of  Matthias  and  Nancy  Gilliam  (Howell) 
Ayres,  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  on  July  21,  1834.  He  served  in  the 
Confederate  Amny,  being  a  Pvt.  in  Co.  H.,  Slabach's  Reg.  Mo.  Cav.,  C.S. 

A.  He  sxirrendered  at  New  Orleans,  May  26,  1865,  and  was  paroled  at 
Shreveport,  La.,  June  l4,  1865.  He  md  Elvira  J.  Norvell  on  April  27^ 

1854,  P.  G.  Rea,  Minister.  (Bk  B,  p  4l.)  His  wife  was  b  Oct.  2,  I836, 
and  d  in  I923  and  he  d  Jan.  1,  1895*  They  are  buried  in  High  Hill  ceme¬ 
tery.  Elvira  J.  Norvell  was  a  sister  of  John  and  Vincent  Norvell,  who 
md  respectively,  Clementine  Ayres  and  her  sister,  Mary  Jane  Ayres,  dau^- 
ters  of  Benjamin  F.  Ayres.  The  father  of  these  three  Norvells  was  James 
Norvell  of  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.  Peter  Nathan  and  Elvira  (Norvell)  Ayres 
had  seven  children; 

1.  James  Matthias  Ayres  5.  Mary  Louisa  Ayres 

2.  Thomas  Henry  Ayres  6.  Nancy  Gilliam  Ayres 

3*  John  William  Ayres  7*  Lillie  May  Ayres 

4.  Martha  Virginia  Ayres 

1.  James  Matthias  Ayres,  son  of  Peter  N.  and  Elvira  (Norvell)  Ayres 
was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  Nov.  23,  1855*  He  md  Ella  Lamb  and  died  1934. 
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They  had  no  children* 

2,  Thomas  Henry  Ayres  was  h  in  Saline  Co,  Mo,;  Feb,  25;  l85T»  He  md 
Annie  Rawlings  and  they  had  no  children, 

3*  John  William  Ayres  was  b  in  Saline  Co,  Mo,  on  Feb.  28;  l86l.  He  md 
Susie  M.  Thorpe  on  Dec,  26;  I885,  (Bk.  2;  p  2390  The^  had  fo\ir  children: 

1,  Agnes  Ayres  md  Harry  Hunnewell;  2,  Gertiude  Ayres  md  Troy  Smith;  3» 

Betty  Ayres  md  Bernard  Jeter;  two  of  his  sisters  md  Frank  Wood;  cousin  of  his 
wife;  4,  Estelle  Ayres  md  Homer  Babler, 

4,  Martha  Virginia  Ayres  was  b  Saline  Co.  Mo,;  June  I6;  l864;  and  died 
unm  at  the  age  of  I9. 

5«  Mary  Louisa  Ayres  was  b  in  Saline  Co,  Mo,  on  March  19;  186t,  She 
md  Watson  Wood  on  Oct.  9>  1885,  (Bk,  2  p  217),  They  made  their  home  on  a 
part  of  the  land  formerly  owned  by  her  grandfather;  Matthias  AyreS;  and  the 
former  postoffice  of  "Ayres"  is  on  the  same  land;  across  the  road  from  the 
house.  This  land  was  later  owned  by  Peter  N«  Ayres,  Watson  &  Mary  Louise 
(Ayres)  Wood  have  eleven  children  as  follows: 


1. 

Frank  Wood 

7* 

Birdie  Wood 

2. 

Chester  Nathan 

Wood  8, 

Reed  Wood 

3. 

Charles  Wood 

9* 

Gladys  Wood 

4. 

Samuel  Wood 

10. 

Mary  Wood 

5. 

Amos  Wood 

11. 

Nina  Virginia  Wood 

6, 

Roy  Wood 

1. 

Frank  Wood  was 

b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo,; 

on  Sept,  6;  1886,  He 

Essie  Jeter;  and  second  Sadie  Jeter;  her  sister.  They  were  sisters  to  Ber¬ 
nard  Jeter;  who  md  Betty  AyreS;  cousin  of  F^^ank  Wood,  Frank  had  one  son; 
Orville  Wood. 

2*  Chester  Hathan  Wood  was  b  in  Saline  Co,  Mo,  in  I888;  and  md  Hazel 
Harmon,  They  had  one  son;  Allen  Wood, 

3,  Charles  Wood  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo,  in  189O;  and  md  Pauline  Willis. 
He  d  Feb,  1;  1934,  They  had  five  children:  1,  Eloise  Wood;  2.  Melva  Wood; 
3.  Chas,  Owen  Wood;  4.  Price  Wood;  5»  Erna  Wood, 

4,  Samuel  Wood  was  b  in  Saline  Co,  Mo,  in  1892,  He  md  Maggie  Ballen- 
tine;  and  they  had  one  son;  Samuel  Wood;  Jr, 

5,  Amos  Wood  was  b  in  Saline  Co,  Mo,  in  1894;  and  d  March  11;  1934;  unm. 

6,  Roy  Wood  was  b  in  Saline  Co,  Mo.;  I896;  and  md  Alice  Hewby.  They 
had  one  child;  Etbel  Wood.  Roy  Wood  d  April  12;  1930* 

7,  Birdie  Wood  was  b  in  Saline  Co,  Mo.  in  I898;  and  md  Chas.  Olinger; 
who  was  Sheriff  of  Saline  Co,  in  1936.  They  had  one  dau  at  that  time;  Char¬ 
lotte  May  Olinger, 
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8.  Reed  Wood  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  in  I902.  He  was  unmarried 
and  living  in  Kansas  City  in  1936. 

9.  Gladys  Wood  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  in  1904.  She  md  Ancel 
McPheeters.  They  had  no  children  in  1936. 

10.  Mary  Wood  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  in  I908.  She  md  Edward  Cook. 
They  had  two  children;  1.  Arthur  Cook;  2.  Wilmer  Cook. 

11.  Nina  Virginia  Wood  was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  in  I9II.  She  md 
Louis  Coleman^  and  in  1936  they  had  no  children.  She  was  called  "Sis” 
by  her  family  and  friends. 

6.  Nancy  Gilliam  Ayres ^  dau  of  Peter  N.  and  Elvira  (Norvell)  Ayres, 
was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  July  2,  I872,  and  d  unm. 

7.  Lillie  May  Ayres,  dau  of  Peter  N.  and  Elvira  J.  (Norvell)  Ayres, 
was  b  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  Feb.  9^  1878,  and  d  unm  at  the  age  of  26. 

XII,  Virginia  Catherine  Ayres,  dau  of  Matthias  and  Nancy  Gilliam 
(Howell)  Ayres,  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  on  Mar.  I9,  1836  and  d  in 
Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  Dec.  29,  1894.  She  was  md  in  Saline  Co.  on  Nov.  21, 
1855,  to  Peter  Winston  Land.  (See  Bible  record,  also  Saline  Co.  Rec. 

Bk.  B,  p  63).  "Virginia  Catherine  Ayres  and  Peter  Winston  Land,  by  P. 

G.  Rae,  Minister." 

Peter  Winston  Land  was  b  in  Prince  Edward  Co.  Va.,  Dec.  25,  I83I 
and  d  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  April  1,  I905.  The  funeral  notice  reads  as 
follows:  "Died  at  his  home  in  Gilliam,  Mo.  on  April  3^  1905^  Peter  Win¬ 

ston  Land,  aged  73  years,  3  months  and  8  days.  Funeral  at  the  M.  E. 
Church,  South,  Gilliam,  Mo.,  Burial  at  the  Gilliam  Cemetery."  Mr.  Land 
went  to  Saline  Co.  Mo.  in  I836  from  Virginia  with  his  parents.  He  was 
the  son  of  Robert  C.  and  America  Ann  (Fore)  Land.  America  Ann  Fore  was 
b  in  Virginia  March  2,  1807  and  md  Robert  C.  Land  on  Nov.  23,  1826.  She 
d  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  on  March  26,  1872.  America  Ann  Fore  was  the  dau  of 
Stephen  Fore,  and  her  brother,  William  D.  Fore,  came  to  Saline  with  the 
Lands  in  1836.  He  was  b  in  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.,  April  21,  I818,  and  d 
in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  in  I903  unm.  Robert  C.  and  America  Ann  (Fore)  Land 
had  six  children,  as  follows: 

1.  William  H.  Land,  b  1827; 

2.  Stephen  Land,  b  I829,  d  in  California  in  I85O; 

3.  Harriett  Land,  b  I83I,  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  m  J.  B.  Smith; 

4.  Peter  W.  Land,  b  I83I; 

5.  Robert  F.  Land,  b  I835; 

6.  John  Land,  d  in  Texas. 

The  History  of  Lafayette  and  Saline  Cos.  Missouri,  says  that  the 
grandfather  of  the  above  six  children,  who  was  William  H.  Land,  was  one 
of  the  heroes  of  I776. 
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The  Faure^  Fore^  Ford  genealogy  is  pretty  well  mixed  up.  There 
is  considerable  difference  of  opinion  about  the  immigrant's  wives.  He 
is  said  to  have  married  Marie  Elizabeth  Agee  in  France.  Her  mother  was 
a  Chastain.  Peter  Jacob  Fore^  or  Ford^  was  the  son  of  Pierre  Faure, 
the  immigrant.  Some  say  that  Peter  Jacob  Ford,  (will  17^5)  md  second, 

Mary  Bennoing.  Others  say  he  md  Marie  Elizabeth  Gates.  Some  say  that 
his  wife  was  Judith  Bingli,  dau  of  Joseph  Bingli,  of  Goochland  Co.  Va. 

He  had  a  sister,  Rhoda  Ann  Faure  or  Ford.  '  Peter  Jacob  Ford  2nd,  b  1T04, 
went  to  Prince  Edward  Co.  Va.,  and  later  to  Madison  Co.  Ky. ,  in  1778,  and 
lived  in  the  Forst  near  Paris,  Ky.  He  was  killed  by  Indians  in  I78O.  He 
had  three  children  by  his  first  wife  and  thirteen  or  fourteen  by  his  other 
wife  or  wives.  He  md  first,  Judith  Maxey,  dau  of  Edward  Maxey  III,  and 
his  wife,  Judith  Sarah  Ford,  dau  of  James  Ford  and  Ann  Bondurant.  Peter 
Pore,  son  of  Peter  Jacob  Ford,  Jr.,  was  b  1742,  and  his  son,  Peter  Fore 
or  Ford,  of  Prince  Edward  Co.  Va.,  md  Aug.  18,  I788,  Mrs.  Mary  Jones 
(Winston)  Woodson,  b  Hov.  6,  1798^  widow  of  Chas.  Woodson.  She  was  the 
dau  of  Anthony  Winston,  b  1723^  Hanover  Co.  Va.,  and  his  wife,  Alice  Tay¬ 
lor  .Anthony  Winston  was  the  son  of  Isaac  Winston  and  Sarah  Dabney.  The 
descendants  of  Anthony  Winston  are  eligible  to  DAP  through  his  service  as 
a  delegate  from  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  in  the  Convention  of  March  1775® 

Charles  A.  Fore,  son  of  Peter  and  Mary  (Winston)  Fore,  md  Mary  Anderson 
in  Prince  Edward  Co.  Va.  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Stephen  Fore,  father 
of  Mrs.  Robert  C.  Land. 

Peter  Winston  and  Virginia  Catherine  (Ayres)  Land  had  seven  chil¬ 
dren: 

1.  Harriett  H.  Land 

2 .  Lillian  Land 

3.  Virginia  Land 

4.  Haney  Land 

1.  Harriett  H.  Land  was  b  in  Howard  Co.  Mo.,  June  16,  1857*  She 
was  md  to  E*  E.  Barnum  on  Oct.  5^  I88I.  (Bk  1,  p  28.  "E*E,  Barnum  of 

Marshall  and  H.  H.  Land  of  Cambridge,  Oct.  5^  188I,  by  J.  Spencer."  They 
had  four  children.  Mrs.  Barnum  d  Tulsa,  Okla,,  March  I3,  1949® 

The  children  of  E.  E.  and  Harriett  H.  (Land)  Barnum  were: 

1.  Lillian  Barnum,  unmarried,  lives  in  Tulsa,  Okla; 

2.  Everett  E.  Barnum,  lives  in  Memphis,  Tenn; 

3.  Susan  Barnum,  lives  in  Tulsa,  Okla; 

4.  Land  Barnum,  killed  by  lightning  in  early  youth. 

Mr.  Sherman  P.  Houston  told  the  writer  that  he  and  Mr.  Barnum  being 
the  only  two  Republicans  in  the  family  connection,  always  had  a  fellow 
feeling,  and  at  the  large  family  reunions,  paired  off  to  themselves. 

2.  Lillian  Land,  dau  of  Peter  W.  and  Virginia  Catherine  (Ayres) 
Land,  was  b  in  Howard  Co.  Mo.  on  June  30^  1859®  She  md  in  Saline  Co.  Mo., 


5.  William  Caples  Land 

6.  Robert  P.  Land 

7.  Katherine  Winston  Land 
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on  March  k,  1878^  Thomas  S,  Gilliam^  son  of  Taylor  Gilliam,  and  d  child¬ 
less  on  July  l4,  1878.  Matthias  and  Nancy  Gilliam  (Howell)  Ayres  had  two 
daughters  who  md  Gilliams,  and  two  grand-daughters  who  married  Gilliams. 

3.  Virginia  Land,  dau  of  Peter  ¥»  and  Virginia  Catherine  (Ayres) 
Land,  was  h  in  Howard  Co.  Mo.  on  June  I5,  I861,  and  md  in  Nebraska  to  her 
first  cousin,  Joseph  E.  Cheatham,  son  of  Madison  and  Martha  Judith  Leake 
(Ayres)  Cheatham,  on  Sept.  27,  l899<>  He  was  h  Sept.  30,  I858.  They  made 
their  home  in  St,  Louis  with  their  daughter  after  her  marriage.  Mrs. 
Cheatham  died  there  in  1942.  Their  only  child  was  Virginia  Fore  Cheat¬ 
ham,  who  was  h  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.,  on  July  2,  I9OI,  and  md  Sanford  Cresap 
Wise.  They  had  three  children,  1.  Virginia  Catherine  Wise;  2.  Nancy 
J.  Wise^  3-  Sanford  Cresap  Wise,  Jr, 

4.  Nancy  Land,  dau  of  Peter  W.  and  Virginia  Catherine  (Ayres)  Land, 
was  h  in  Howard  Co.  Mo.,  on  June  26,  I866,  and  md  on  June  5,  1888,  to 

J.  M,  Sommers.  She  died  in  1942.  They  had  four  children;  1.  Frank  Land 
Sommers;  2.  Joseph  Edgar  Sommers,  3*  Anne  Sommers;  4.  Eleanor  Som¬ 
mers. 

5.  William  Caples  Land,  son  of  Peter  W,  and  Virginia  Catherine  (Ay¬ 
res)  Land,  was  h  in  Howard  Co,  Mo,,  Aug.  2,  I868.  His  family  lost  touch 
with  him,  and  being  unable  to  locate  him,  assume  that  he  died  when  a  yoving 
man.  When  last  heard  from  he  was  in  Kansas, 

6.  Robert  F.  Land,  son  of  Peter  W.  and  Virginia  C.  (Ayres)  Land, 
was  b  in  Howard  Co.  Mo.,  Aug.  I5,  I876.  He  also  died  in  Kansas. 

7*  Katherine  Winston  Land,  dau  of  Peter  W.  and  Virginia  Catherine 
(Ayres)  Land,  was  b  in  Howard  Co.  Mo,,  July  26,  I88O,  She  was  md  on  Jan. 
3*^^  1932,  to  George  W.  Wayland.  They  made  their  home  on  a  farm  near  Pay¬ 
ette,  Mo.,  and  had  no  children  in  I936, 

XI.  Josephine  Marie  Louisa  Ayres,  dau  of  Matthias  and  Nancy  Gilliam 
(Howell)  Ayres,  was  b  in  Howard  Co,  Mo.  on  Nov.  2,  I838.  She  was  md  on 
Feb.  16,  1864,  to  Robert  Francis  Land,  who  was  b  in  Prince  Edward  Co.  Va. 
on  Nov.  20,  1835 ^  and  d  in  Saline  Co.  Mo.  The  funeral  notice  reads; 

"Died  at  his  residence  at  Gilliam,  Mo.,  on  August  21,  I906,  Robert  F. 

Land,  aged  70  years,  9  months,  1  day.  Services  at  M.  E.  Church,  South, 
Gilliam,  Mo.  Burial  at  Smith  Cemetery,  southeast  of  Gilliam." 

Robert  Francis  Land  was  the  son  of  Robert  C.  and  America  Ann  (Fore) 
Land,  and  a  brother  to  Peter  Winston  Land,  who  md  Jo's  sister,  Virginia 
C.  Ayres.  The  following  sketch  is  copied  from  History  of  Saline  Co.  Mo., 

p  607:  ' 

"Robert  F.  Land  enlisted  in  Mo.  State  Guard  in  I861,  in  Capt.  W.  B. 
Brown's  Co.  He  re-enlisted  in  Co.  H.,  Col.  Slabach's  Reg,,  Shelby's 
Division,  C.S.A«,  in  Nov.  l864,  and  surrendered  at  Shreveport  in  I865." 
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RolDert  Francis  and  Josephine  Maria  Louisa  (Ayres)  Land  never  had  any 
children,  hut  two  of  her  nieces,  Nannie  Sommers,  daughter  of  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Peter  ¥.  Land,  and  Emma  (Gilliam)  Nock,  made  their  home  with  them. 

This  completes  the  Imperfect  list  of  the  descendants  of  Matthias  Ayres, 
(Nathan,  Matthias),  and  his  wife,  Nancy  Gilliam  (Howell)  Ayres,  great  grand¬ 
parents  of  this  compiler. 

VII.  Betsy  Ayres,  dau  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres,  was  h  in 
Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Feh.  26,  178^.  She  md  Phillip  Maxey,  her  step-brother, 
son  of  Rev.  Edward  and  Mary  (Bondurant)  Maxey.  After  the  death  of  Mary 
(Leake)  Ayres,  Nathan  Ayres  and  Mary  (Bondurant)  Maxey,  who  had  six  children. 
Two  of  her  children  married  two  of  the  children  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake) 
Ayres.  We  have  no  information  of  any  descendants  of  Betsy  and  Phillip  Maxey. 
After  his  death,  she  md  second  a  Mr.  Roberts,  and  moved  to  Logan  Co.  Ky. 

FUQUA  NOTES 

Mrs.  L.  H.  Broderson,  Franklin,  Ky.,  says  in  a  letter  dated  Oct.  I5, 
1946:  "The  first  we  know  of  our  Fuq_ua  ancestors  is  that  our  forefather, 

the  Marquis  de  Fuqua,  was  killed  at  the  Massacre  of  St.  Bartholomew  and  his 
widow  with  three  small  sons,  with  the  help  of  servants,  escaped  across  the 
English  Channel  in  an  open  boat,  finally  making  their  way  to  America  and 
bringing  a  few  valuables  in  a  walnut  chest  which  Miss  Wilkinson's  family  has 
...these  valuables  included  a  box  of  precious  papers  (my  brother  has  the 
box,  minus  the  papers),  and  a  piece  of  heavy  ribbon  woven  by  our  ancestors. 
We  do  not  know  who  has  the  papers  or  other  treasures,  or  even  what  they 
were. " 


This  compiler  has  seen  the  chest  referred  to,  of  which  Mrs.  Broderson 
speaks.  It  is  in  the  home  of  Miss  Mary  Ayres  Wilkinson  of  Kansas  City,  and 
is  of  french  walnut. 

From  Will  Book  C.,  p  379^  Logan  Co.  Ky.,  Miss  Wilkinson  sends  this 
note:  "Jos.  Fuqua  in  account  with  his  guardian,  Aaron  Fuqua:  Whereas, 

division  of  the  negroes  belonging  to  the  estate  of  Emaline  Fuqua  deceased, 
took  place  on  the  23rd  Oct.  I826,  at  Buckin^am  Court  House  in  Virginia, 
and  in  pursuance  of  an  order  of  the  County  Court  of  Buckin^am,  by  the 
commissioners  appointed  for  that  purpose, . .Samuel  Fuqua  and  Joseph  Fuqua 
being  the  only  legatees. . .the  negroes  consisted  of  one  woman  named  Clara, 
and  on  boy,  Frank,  valued  at  the  same  price,  of  which  Jos.  Fuqua  got  the 
woman... and  a  boy  named  George,  valued  at  ^l60.00,  to  be  divided  between 
them... of  which  I  paid  $80.00  and  took  the  boy  for  Joseph," 

To  amt.  paid  in  Virginia  $80.00 

To  expense  of  going  to  Virginia 
and  bringing  back  the  negroes 
to  Ky.  30.00 

$110,00 

Jos.  Fuqua  acct,--  above  report  of  Aaron  Fuqua,  his  guardian. 
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Logan  Co.  Ky.  Deed  Bk  p  ^89^  Dec.  6^  1819j  William.  Chastain  and  Mada- 
line,  his  wife^  and  Barksdale  Spencer^  of  Logan  Co.  Ky.,  of  the  first  part 
to  Aaron  Fuq-ua  of  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  the  other  part,  witnesseth. .  .the 
said  Wm.  Chastain  and  Madaline,  his  wife,  have  sold  and  conveyed  to  the 
said  Aaron  Fuqua,  a  certain  tract  or  parcel  of  land  in  Logan  Co.  Ky.,  ly¬ 
ing  and  being  on  both  sides  of  Spring  Creek  and  containing  33O  acres,  etc. 
..the  land  adjoining  Mary  Morgan’s. 

A  William  Fuqua  leaves  his  will  in  Lunenberg  Co.  Va.,  mentions  wife, 
Elizabeth,  children  Samuel,  Joseph,  Moses,  William,  John,  Sarah  Ward. 
Probated  I761. 

Mrs.  Broderson's  notes  follow.  She  also  gives  the  abstract  of  the 
will  of  William  Fuqua,  Dec.  11,  17^0,  probated  1T61.  She  says  that  his 
son,  Moses  Fuqua,  md  Judith  Woodson  ab  1759,  and  in  I797-I8OO,  moved  to 
Greenup  Co.  Ky,  He  was  b  about  1738,  d  about  l8l4. 

On  Feb.  8,  I782,  Moses  Fuqua  produced  in  Campbell  Co.  Ya.  a  commis¬ 
sion  from  the  Governor  of  Va.  as  a  Captain  and  took  the  oath  of  office. 

On  Oct.  3^  1782,  he  received  a  certificate  calling  for  payment  for  ser¬ 
vices  to  the  Continental  Army  for  supplies,  arms,  teams,  etc.,  his  will 
was  dated  Oct.  7,  1808. 

The  children  of  Moses  and  Judith.  Fuqua  were: 

1.  Obadiah  Fuqua,  b  176O,  md  Mary  Waters; 

2.  Sallie  Fuqua,  b  I762  md  Ben  Cook; 

3.  William  Fuqua,  1784,  1st  wf  unknown,  md  2nd  Sarah  Morton; 

4.  Nancy  Fuqua,  b  I766,  md  Josiah  Morton,  who  d  Feb.  25,  I838, 
aged  75,  near  Fullerton,  Ky; 

5.  Samuel  Fuqua,  b  ab  I769  in  Va.,  md  Polly  Armistead  in  Char¬ 
lotte  Co.  Va; 

6.  David  Fuqua,  b  ab  1771  .>  no  further  record; 

7-  Lavinia  Fuqua,  b  Nov.  l4,  1775  md  John  McCoy; 

8.  Elizabeth  Fuqua,  b  in  Va.,  md  William  Dupuy; 

9.  Moses  Fuqua,  Jr.,  b  Mar.  4,  1778,  md  Cynthia  Ann  Collins; 

10.  Polly  .Fuqua,  b  abt.  I78O  md  Jeremiah  Ward, 

C.  E.  Fuqua  was  b  in  Bedford  Co,  Va.,  25  July  I838,  son  of  Hezekiah 
and  Sarah  (Noel)  Fuqua.  Hezekiah  was  the  son  of  Joseph,  a  Revolutionary 
soldier  who  fou^t  at  Brandywine  and  Cowpens,  He  md  28  June  I858,  Lucy 
Godron.  Their  children  were  Mary,  md  Chas,  B.  Stone;  Franklin,  d  at  age 

1®  mos;  Eolia  S,;  Godron  C;  Several  members  of  this  familv  fousht  in 
War  of  1812. 

Sam  Fuqua  on  July  2,  I78I,  owned  land  adjoining  Richard  Ward; 

Feb.  1773^  Joseph  Fuqua,  Sr.  bou^t  from  John  and  Mary  Ward  I53  acres 
in  Charlotte  Co.  Va.,  paying  80#, 

There  were  several  Fuqua  families  in  middle  Tennessee,  the  first  of 
record  being  in  1820. 
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Mrs.  L*  H*  Broderson  also  gave  the  lines  of  an  Aaron  Fuqua  uho  is  "believed 
to  have  md  a  Miss  Carter  in  Va.  His  children  were:  Caleb  Fuqua  md  Miss 
Dowdy^  l84U.  Settled  Southwest  of  Lafayette^  Tenn.^  and  had  eight  children. 
Betty  Fuqua  md  John  White.  They  also  lived  near  Hartsville^  Macon  Co.^ 

Tenn.  They  have  seven  children:  1.  Caleb  White  md  Neely  Sullivan;  2. 

Dorothea  Angelina  White  md  Nero  Houston  Carr;  2.  She  was  b  Oct.  13^  l844 
and  they  had  seven  children;  3*  Julia  White  md  Abner  White.  1  child 
(adopted).  4.  Will  White  md  Amanda  Jenkins^  3  children.  Daley  White 
md  Lizzie  Riddle;  6.  Wilson  White  md  "Sis"  Morgan;  Alice  White  md  Robert 
Bennett. 

Mrs.  J*  H*  Banister^  Old  Ocean^  Texas^  is  a  Fuqua  descendant.  Her  line 
is  from  a  Joseph  Fuqua  who  had  brothers  William  &  John.  Joseph  Fuqua^  Sr. 
md  1Y68  Elizabeth  Bedford,  Charlotte  Co.  "Fa..  They  had  a  dau.,  Molly  Fuqua, 
who  md  Thomas  Smith;  William  Fuqua,  Charlotte  Co.  Va.,  brother  of  Joseph, 

Sr.,  had  a  son  Joseph  Fuqua,  who  md  1764  Mary  Burge.  John  Fuqua,  bro.  of 
Joseph  &  Wm.,  md  Susannah  Bates.  He  had  a  son,  Capt.  Fuqua,  Jr.,  a  newphew 
of  Jos.  Fuqua,  Sr.,  though  known  as  Jos.  Fuqua,  Jr.  He  md  Catherine  Palmer 
in  Charlotte  Co,  Va.  1779*  Mrs.  Banister  descends  from  this  Jos.  Fuqua, 

Sr.  whose  dau  md  Thomas  Smith.  Molly  Fuqua  b  I76O  Md,  Thos.  Smith,  1784. 

She  was  the  second  child  of  Jos.  &  Elizabeth  (Bedford)  Fuqua.  Their  other 
children  were:  Elizabeth  Fuqua  md  John  Warren;  Martha  (Patsy)  Fuqua  md 
William  Hall;  Seth  Ward  Fuqua.  All  of  them  left  descendants. 

Mrs,  Foster  Johnson  of  Chattanooga  is  a  descendant  of  William  Fuqua 
(Fouqet)  and  Jane  Eyre.  We  have  some  notes  on  this  William  Fuqua  from  Mrs. 
Johnson.  She  states  this  William  Fuqua,  son  of  William  and  Jane  (Eyre) 

Fuqua,  d  I761  in  Lunenberg  Co.  Va.  His  wife,  Elizabeth,  d  Charlotte  Co.  Va. 
1780.  His  son,  William  Fuqua,  d  1774,  Charlotte  Co.  Will  Bk.  1,  p  120.  He 
md  Mary  Ford  between  1744-53^  dau  of  Peter  Ford  of  Goochland  Co.  Va.,  will 
1745*  John  Ford's  will,  Cumberland  Co.  Va.  1753>  mentions  Daniel  Ford,  sis¬ 
ter  Mary  Fuqua,  sister  Judith  Leake.  Peter  Bondurant,  John  Leake  and  Wm. 

Ford,  execs.  William  Fuqua's  will  is  in  Charlotte  Co.  Va.,  will  Bk  1,  1774, 
and  mentions  wf  Mary  and  children  who  were;  Stephen  Terry  Fuqua,  d  I782, 
Charlotte  Co.;  wife  Temperance,  Joseph  Fuqua,  b  Mar.  I8,  1764,  d  II-26-I832 
in  S»  C»  (Bible  Records.)  He  md  Mary  Burge  July  I5,  176!.,  dau  of  Drury  Burge. 
Mary  Fuqua,  dau  of  William  of  will  of  1774;  Elizabeth  Fuqua  md  Feb.  l4,  1782, 
James  Baker;  William  J.  Fuqua. 

The  will  of  William  Humphreys,  Henrico  Co.  Va.,  Will  Bk  I,  p  436;  "In 
the  name  of  God,  Amen.  I,  Will  Humphreys,  in  the  County  of  Henrico,  in 
Virginia,  planter,  being  weak  in  body,  but  praised  be  God  of  a  sound,  perfect 
and  disposing  memory,  hereby  revoking  and  annulling  and  making  void  all  for¬ 
mer  wills  made  by  me  heretofore,  whether  written  or  verbal,  do  make,  ordain, 
publish  and  declare  these  presents  to  be  my  last  will  and  testament,  in  man¬ 
ner  and  form  following: 

Viz:  With  a  steadfast  hope  of  joyfull  resurrection  through  my  Lord  and 
Saviour  Jesus  Christ,  I  bequeth  my  soul  to  God  who  gave  it  and  my  body  to 
the  earth  from  whence  it  came  to  be  decently  buried  at  the  discretion  of 
my  executrix  hereinafter  named.  Secondly,  after  all  my  just  debts  are  paid. 
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I  give  to  my  daughter  Margaret,  wife  of  Maurice  Floyd,  ten  pds  sterling. 
Thirdly,  I  give  and  bequeath  to  my  three  grand-daughters  (ye  daughters 
of  my  aforesaid  daughter  Margaret)  Jane  Eyre,  Margaret  Eyre  and  Hannah 
Eyre,  ten  pounds  to  each,  and  all  my  moveable  goods  to  be  equally  divid¬ 
ed  amongst  them,  including  what  shall  be  due  to  me  from  Robert  Povall, 
due  after  my  decease.  Lastly,  I  make,  ordain,  and  appoint  my  aforesaid 
daughter,  Margaret,  now  the  wife  of  Maurice  Floyd,  my  whole  and  sole 
executrix.  Further,  whereas  I  through  the  weakness  of  my  memory  did 
omitt  to  name  my  grandson,  William  Eyre,  but  now  he  is  come  to  my  mem¬ 
ory,  as  it  was  my  first  intent,  so  it  is  still,  that  he  should  have  an 
equal  portion  with  his  sisters.  I  do,  therefore,  give  and  bequeath  to 
my  said  grandson,  Wm.  Eyre,  ten  pounds  sterling,  and  one  fo-urth  of  all  of 
my  movable  goods  including  what  shall  remain  due  of  Robert  Povall  debt 
aforesaid  notwithstanding  ye  bequest  before  mentioned  to  my  grand- 
dau^ters . 


In  witness  of  all  and  every  part  hereof,  I  do  and  have  hereunto  set 
my  hand  and  seal  this  19th  day  of  January  1685/6. 

His  X  Mark 
William  Humphreys. 

Signed,  sealed  and  proved  in  presence  of 

Wm.  Randolph,  (Red  Wax  Seal.) 

James  Cocke, 

June  1,  A.D.  1687. 

A.D.  1692,  April  18th. 


^ Ralph  Hudspecth,  who  md  Margaret  Eyers,  ye  daughter  of  Joseph  Eyers, 
dec'd,  did  this  day  appear  in  open  court  and  acknowledged  the  receipt  of 
his  wife's  full  part  of  her  legacy  left  her  by  her  grandfather,  William 
Humphreys,  deceased,  and  from  every  part  and  parcel  thereof  doth  hereby 
acquit  and  release  Margaret  Floyd,  Executrix  of  ye  last  will  and  testa¬ 
ment  of  ye  said  Humphries. 


The  order  of  the  last  orphan's  court  whereby  the  sheriff  was  ordered 
to  summon  Godfrey  Fowler  to  court  being  returnable  to  yet  next  court. 

Gill  Fuqua,  who  md  Jane  Eyer,  daughter  of  Joseph  Eyer,  deceased,  did  this 
day  appear  in  open  court  and  acknowledge  receipt  of  his  wife's  full  part 
of  her  legacy  left  her  by  her  grandfather,  Wm.  Humphreys,  deceased,  and 
from  every  part  and  parcel  hereby  acquit,  release  and  discharged  Margaret 
Floyd,  Executrix  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  ye  said  Wm.  Humphries, 
deceased  and  his  heirs,  together  with. 

Robert  Povall  and  Ralph  Hudsepth  enters  themselves  security  for  Mar¬ 
garet  Floyd  probate  of  the  last  will  and  testament  of  Wm.  Humphries  deceas¬ 
ed,  is  therefore  ordered  that  they  enter  into  bond  accordingly. 

(The  above  is  copied  correctly,  even  to  spelling,  both  names  being 
spelled  two  ways.)  A  copy  of  this  will  was  also  sent  to  the  compiler  by 
Rev.  W.  J.  Gammon,  Eldon,  Mo. 
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The  name  Fuqua  is  certainly  of  French  origin  and  is  spelled  Fouquet  in 
the  early  Virginia  records.  'Win.  Humphries,  likely  a  French  Huguenot,  came 
to  Virginia  165O.  He  was  among  the  tlthahles  in  Henrico  Co.  in  I65O.  He 
lived  near  Bermuda  Hundred  on  James  River,  east  from  Petersburg.  His  will 
is  recorded  in  Will  Bk  D,  Bk  1,  Colonial  Index,  Henrico  Co.  He 

md  Mary  Maxey  in  England,  and  died  before  I685,  when  Gille  Fouquet  (Wm. 

Fuqua)  petitioned  that  certain  articles  be  nqt  considered  a  part  of  the 
estate.  Jane  Eyre,  his  grand-daughter,  was  already  md  to  Wm.  Fuqua,  and 
certain  articles,  as  cows,  feather-beds,  etc.,  were  given  to  her  from  the 
estate  of  her  grandfather.  The  funeral  expenses  of  Wn.  Humphries  were  al« 
lowed  in  1687* 

Margaret  Humphries,  dau  of  William  md  first  Joseph  Eyre  before  16T9^ 
and  second  Maurice  Floyd  about  1686.  In  1692  Win.  Fouquet  and  Ralph  Hud¬ 
speth,  husband  of  Margaret  Eyre,  acknowledged  receipt  of  their  wives'  shares 
of  the  estate  of  their  grandfather.  The  only  child  of  William  Humphries 
was  Margaret  Humphries,  who  md  Joseph  Eyre.  Their  children  were;  Jane  Eyre, 
Margaret  Eyre;  Hannah  Eyre;  William  Eyre,  Margaret  (Humphries)  Eyre  md  sec¬ 
ond  Maurice  Floyd. 

The  children  of  William  and  Jane  (Eyre)  Fuqua  are  reported  to  have 
been  as  follows; 

1.  Win.  Fuqua,  d  I761,  Lunenberg  Co.  Va.,  wf  Elizabeth  d  1T80,  Char¬ 
lotte  Co.  Va. 

2.  Jos.  Fuqua,  d  1782,  wife  Amy,  Cunberland  Co.  Va. 

3*  Ralph  Fuqua,  d  1770,  Bedford  Co.  Va.,  wife  Priscilla  Owens,  dau 
of  Thomas  who  d  Henrico  Co.  Va.  17^0. 

4.  A  daughter  Jane,  who  md  Francis  Povall. 

The  children  of  Ralph  and  Margaret  (Eyre)  Hudspecth  were;  1.  Airs 
Hudsepth;  2.  Margaret  Hudsepth;  3*  Ralph  Hudspeth;  4.  Giles  Hudspeth;, 

5.  George  Hudsepth;  He  had  a  son,  Joel  Hudspeth  and  Miss  Anna  Ford,  of 
Kansas  City,  Mo.  is  a  descendant;  6.  John  Hudspeth;  J.  David  Hudspeth; 

8.  Hannah  Hudsepth;  9*  Mary  Hudspeth;  10.  Lucy  Hudspeth. 

The  children  of  Ralph  Fuqua  and  wife  Priscilla  Owens  were; 

1.  Joseph  Fuqua  md  Celia  Bondurant; 

2.  John  Fuqua  md  Ann  Harrison; 

3.  Mary  Fuqua,  md  James  Roberson^ 

4.  Martha  Fuqua; 

5 .  Anne  Fuqua; 

6.  Elizabeth  Fuqua  md  John  Stovall; 

7.  William  Fuqua  md  Sarah  Prather; 

8.  Thomas  Fuqua  md  Judith  ; 

•9'  Susannah  Fuqua  md  John  Richardson; 

10.  Ralph  Fuqua,  md  Fanny  Minor; 

11.  I  sham  Fuqua,  a  Baptist  Minister; 

12.  Henry  Fuqua  md  Tabitha. 
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The  children  of  James  and  Mary  (Fnq^ua)  Roherson  were; 

1.  William  Roherson  md  Rhoda  Sartain; 

2.  James  Roherson  md  Margaret  Worthington  and  Sallie  Hutcheson; 

3.  Mary  Rehheca  Roherson  md  Joseph  B.  Haskew.  They  had  a  son^ 
Joseph  Lee  Haskew  md  Isahelle  Mason  and  their  daughter,  Miss  E-ula  Haskew 
of  Brownwood,  Texas,  gave  the  infoimation  concerning  the  descendants  of 
Ralph  and  Priscilla  (Owens)  Pug.ua,  which  was  transmitted  hy  Mrs.  Johson 
of  Chattanooga,  a  descendant  of  this  line. 

In  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  tax  lists,  Dlst.  ^1,  1792,  we  find  a  Stephen 
Fuq.ua  with  225  acres.  He  d  in  Kentucky,  Sept.  21,  1843.  He  was  h  in 
Va.  1769,  F,h.  22. 

A  William  Fuqua  with  528  a  is  listed  in  Albemarle  Co.  Va.  and  there 
was  a  Joseph  Fuqua  in  Powhatan  listed  with  309^  acres.  A  William  Fuqua 

was  listed  in  Albemarle  Co.  Va.  as  Capt.  of  Milita,  Colonial  Militia  of 
Va. 


^VIII*  Mary  Ayres,  dau  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres,  was  h  in 
Buckin^am  Co.  Va.  on  April  8,  I786.  She  married  on  Dec.  10,  l802,  Aaron 
Fuqua,  son  of  William  Fuqua.  He  was  h  Oct.  11,  1775,  and  d  Mar.  22,  1855. 
Mary  (Ayres)  Fuqua  died  in  Logan  Co.  Ky.,  on  March  I3,  I858.  William  Fu¬ 
qua,  who  d  Sept.  22,  l8o4,  had  other  sons,  Stephen,  h  1769,  Moses,  who  d 
Oct.  4,  1817  and  Samuel. 

Miss  Mary  Ayres  Wilkinson  of  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  has  contributed  most 
of  the  data  concerning  the  descendants  of  Mary  (Ayres)  Fuqua.  She  has 
been  very  successf-ul  in  assembling  this  information  and  most  gracious  and 
generous  in  passing  it  on  to  me. 


Miss  Wilkinson  states  that  her  Fuqua  ancestors  went  from  Buckingham 
Co.  Va.  to  Kentucky  in  Dec.  l822.  All  of  their  children,  as  well  as  the 
parents,  were  born  in  Buckin^am  Co.  They  settled  on  a  farm  which  was  on 
both  sides  of  Spring  Creek.  "Half  of  this  land",  says  Miss  WiOiinson, 
was  the  inheritance  of  my  mother,  including  the  Nathan  Ayres  Fuqua  home¬ 
stead  where  she  was  born.  The  Aaron  Fuqua  home  is  on  the  other  half,  as 
well  as  the  old  Fuqua  family  grave  plot." 

The  census  of  18IO  (the  earliest  we  have  for  Buckingham  Co.  Va.) 
shows  Aaron  Fuqua  with  1  male  under  10,  1  female  I6  to  26,  1  male  26  to 
45,  4^ females  \inder  10,  6  slaves.  In  18IO  Aaron  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Fuqua 
had  five  children  all  imder  ten  years  of  age,  yet  she  was  but  24  years 
old.  She  was  16  at  the  time  of  her  marriage.  The  children  mentioned  in 
the  wills  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Fuqua  are;  William  Fuqua,  Elizabeth 
Adcock,  Judith  Thornton,  Jane  A,  Williams;  Martha  K.  Darby;  Jemima  Coghlll; 
Mary  L.  Bradley  and  Sarah  A.  Boisseau. 

The  children  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Fuqua,  thirteen  of  them,  were 
as  follows; 
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1. 

William  Fuqua 

8. 

Martha  Catherine  Fuqua 

2. 

Elizabeth  Fuqua 

9. 

Aaron  Fuqua,  Jr. 

3. 

Mary  Leake  Fuqua 

10. 

Nathan  Ayres  Fuqua 

4. 

Sarah  Ann  Fuqua 

11. 

John  Samuel  Fuqua 

5. 

Judith  Fuqua 

12. 

Jemima  Fuqua 

6. 

Jane  Ayres  Fuqua 

13* 

Keziah  Fuqua 

7*  Drucilla  Fuqua 

1.  William  Fuqua,  son  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Fuqua  was  1  in  Buck¬ 
ingham  Co.  Va.,  Wov.  12,  1803,  and  md  on  Nov.  I8,  I835  to  Lucy  Buckner 
Thornton,  who  was  h  Sept.  15,  l8l2.  He  d  Aug.  2,  1859^  near  Knohnoster, 
Johnson  Co.  Mo.  She  d  June  27;  1868,  They  had  at  least  two  children,  whose 
names  are  given  in  the  family  Bihle,  hut  we  know  nothing  of  their  descendants 

1.  Mary  Theodora  Thompson  Fuqua,  h  April  3;  1837;  md  Moses  Fuqua  Ad¬ 
cock; 

2.  Judith  Arm  Fuqua,  h  Nov.  27,  1839- 

2.  Elizabeth  A.  Fuqua,  dau  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Fuqua  was  b  in 
Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Mar.  I5,  I805.  She  d  Aug.  21,  1856.  She  md  Joseph  Sam¬ 
uel  Adcock  on  Aug.  22,  1822.  Elizabeth  (Fuqua)  Adcock  is  buried  in  the  old 
cemetery  at  Eldon,  Mo.  The  seven  children  of  Joseph  and  Elizabeth  (Fuqua) 
Adcock  were: 

1.  Jane  Frances  Adcock  md  Stephen  Routon; 

2.  Mary  Ann  Adcock  md  Thomas  Soloman; 

3.  Emeline  Adcock  md  Willis  Jones; 

4.  Drucilla  Adcock  md  John  Byler; 

5.  Joseph  Samuel  Adock,  Jr.  md  Mary  Victoria  Williams  about  l859‘  He 
was  murdered  during  the  civil  war  while  acting  as  a  tax  collector; 

6.  Moses  Fuqua  Adcock,  b  Nov.  29,  I83O,  d  Oct.  17,  1900,  md  Mary  Theo¬ 
dosia  Thompson  Fuqua,  his  first  cousin,  dau  of  William  and  Lucy  (Thornton) 
Fuqua.  They  were  md  Oct.  18,  1854,  in  Johnson  Co.  Mo.,  and  had  twelve  chil¬ 
dren.  He  and  his  wife,  with  their  parents,  are  buried  at  the  old  William 
Fuqua  homestead,  near  Knohnoster,  Mo. 

7.  Walter  George  Adcock  md  (l)  Jane  Darby,  in  1862.  They  had  two 
daus.  He  md  (2)  Miss  Chism,  and  had  six  children.  The  oldest  dau,  Leake 
Adcock,  d  young.  The  other  dau,  "Sissy"  also  d  young. 

3.  Mary  Leake  Fuqua,  dau  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Fuqua,  was  b  in 
Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Apr.  2,  1807.  She  md  Tompkins  Bradley  in  Kentucky  on 
March  8,  I827.  They  went  to  Mlssoiiri  in  1836,  and  settled  in  Johnson  Co. 

She  is  buried  in  the  old  Blackwater  Cemetery,  Pittsville,  Johnson  Co.  Mo., 
said  to  be  the  oldest  in  the  county.  It  adjoins  the  old  Blackwater  Metho¬ 
dist  Church,  said  to  be  the  first  organized  chiu’ch  in  Johnson  Co.  Sarah  Ann 
(Fuqua)  Boisseau  and  Mary  Leake  (Fuqua)  Bmdley  were  charter  members.  Miss 
Wilkinson  says  that  the  cemetery  is  a  very  beautiful  and  well-kept  one. 

Mary  Leake  (Fuqm)  Bradley's  tombstone  reads,  "Mary  L.,  wife  of  Thompkins 
Bradley,  died  Sept,  25,  1845,  aged  38  years,  5  months,  and  23  days."  In 
this  cemetery  is  also  the  grave  of  the  father  of  Tompkins  Bradley.  The 
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stone  reads:  Capt .  Richard  Bradley.  Soldier  in  the  Revolution^ 

Tompkins  and  Mary  (Fuqua)  Bradley  had  eight  children^ as  follows: 


1.  Thomas  Walter  Bradley 

2.  John  Wesley  Bradley 

3.  Aaron  Fuqua  Bradley 

4.  Amanda  Jane  Bradley 


5-  Richard  Thompkins  Bradley 
6.  Mary  Agnes  Bradley 
7 •  Drucilla  Bradley 
8.  Sarah  Ann  Bradley 


1.  Thomas  Walter  Bradley  was  h  Dec.  26,  d  Dec.  J,  18t4.  He 

md  Lydia  Friend  Colhurn^  who  was  h  June  22^  l84l.  Their  children: 

1.  Walter  Price  Bradley^  h  June  24,  1862; 

2.  Richard  Henry  Bradley,  h  July  I8,  I868; 

3.  Eva  Leake  Bradley,  h  July  18,  1868; 


2.  John  Wesley  Bradley,  son  of  Tompkins  and  Mary  Leake  (Fuqua) 
Bradley,  was  h  June  23,  I829,  d  June  20,  I876.  He  md  Sarah  Lane  Dortch, 
h  Sept.  26,  l840,  d  Jime  I5,  I925.  They  were  md  on  Dec.  16,  I861,  in 
California.  Their  children: 


1.  Laura  Maria  Bradley,  h  Sept.  I8,  l862,  d  Jan.  5,  1899; 

2.  Thomas  Lee  Bradley,  h  Aug.  4,  I865; 

3.  Ida  Vick  Bradley,  h  Jan.  18,  I868; 

4.  Nathaniel  Bennett  Bradley,  h  April  11,  I872; 

5.  Maria  Lydia  Bradley,  b  Mar.  I3,  1875,  d  Nov.  I5,  I902. 


3.  Aaron  Fuqua  Bradley,  son  of  Tompkins  and  Mary  Leake  (Fuqua) 
Bradley,  was  b  Sept.  I7,  I83I,  d  July  4,  I887 .  He  md  Louisa  Jane  Fine 
on  Oct.  19,  1859.  She  was  b  Aug.  24,  l844,  d  Aug.  6,  I877.  They  had 
seven  children,  as  follows: 

1.  Mary  Bradley,  b  Dec.  24,  i860; 

2.  Perry  Tompkins  Bradley,  b  Feb.  2,  I863; 

3-  Vida  Bradley,  b  Jan.  20,  I865; 

4.  Rena  Bradley,  b  May  4,  1867; 

5.  Ada  Bradley,  b  Jan.  6,  I87O; 

6.  Quinn  Bradley,  b  Nov.  11,  I872; 

7.  John  T.  Bradley,  b  July  I9,  I875. 


We  do  not  have  any  further  knowledge  of  this  Bradley  family,  except 
Perry  Tompkins  Bradley,  whose  wife  was  Mary  .  They  had  a  dau, 

Isabelle  Bradley,  b  Boonville,  Mo.,  April  l4,  I897,  md  Feb.  16,  1921^ 
George  E.  Dugan,  of  Sedalla,  Mo.  They  had  two  sons,  George  E.  Dugan,  Jr., 
and  William  M.  Dugan.  There  were  other  children  of  Perry  Thompkins  and 
Mary  Bradley,  Marian,  who  md  a  Mr.  Barnett,  Catherine,  who  md  Mr.  Shankds, 
Frank  Bradley  and  Tompkins  Bradley. 


4.  Amanda  Jane  Bradley,  dau  of  Tompkins  and  Mary  Leake  (Fuqua) 
Bradley,  was  b  Nov.  I3,  I833,  and  d  May  13,  1916  in  Sedalia,  Mo.  She  md 
Asbeiry  Edward  Smith,  who  was  b  Aug.  3^  182 5 .  They  were  md  on  May  11, 
1852.  They  had  two  children: 


350 


1.  Mary  Ann  Smith,  h  May  1853^  inti  ¥«  R.  Thomas,  Nov.  15;  I89O 
TOiey  had  six  children  and  made  their  home  in  California. 

2.  Lucy  Asher y  Smith,  (called  Lutia),  h  Aug.  25,  1855* 

Ashery  Edward  Smith  d  Nov.  ik,  I856.  Later  Amanda  Jane  (Bradley) 

Smith  md  Dr.  Thomas  Montgomery,  of  Sedalia,  Pettis  Co.  Mo.,  a  widower 
with  children.  This  compiler  remembers  Mrs. -Montgomery  and  her  daughter. 
Miss  Lutie  Smith,  very  well.  They  were  neighbors  and  family  friends  in 
Sedalia  for  many  years.  Mrs.  Montgomery  told  the  writer  that  she  remember¬ 
ed  her  grandfather,  Samuel  Matthias  Ayres,  very  well,  and  that  he  was  a 
very  handsom  mani  They  were  second  cousins. 

5.  Richard  Thompklns  Bradley,  son  of  Tompkins  and  Mary  Leake  (Fuq_ua) 
Bradley,  was  b  Sept.  20,  I835,  d  Sept.  21,  1887.  He  md  on  Jan.  3I,  I869, 
Emma  Adeline  Baker,  who  was  b  Jan,  A,  l844,  d  Aug.  4,  I903.  They  had  one 
dau,  Henry  Ethel  Bradley,  b  Feb.  I5,  I876,  md  a  Mr.  Jarman  and  lived  in 
Holden,  Johnson  Co.  Mo.  Mrs.  Jarman  gave  to  Miss  Wilkinson,  who  trans¬ 
mitted  it  to  the  compiler,  some  of  the  Bradley  data. 

Henry  Ethel  Bradley,  only  child  of  Richard  and  Emma  Adeline  (Baker) 
Bradley,  md  Eugene  Carter  Jarman  on  Nov.  1896.  He  was  b  Feb.  21,  I87O,  and 
d  Jan.  4,  1946.  She  d  Jan.  I9,  1950*  Their  four  children  were: 

1.  Cyrus  Tompkins  Jarman,  b  Oct.  8,  I897  md  Sylvia  Luella  Snow  on 
Aug.  4,  1919*  She  was  b  Feb.  16,  I878.  They  have  three  children:  1.  Ar- 
cella  Ruth  Jarman,  b  July  12,  I92O.  She  md  Chas.  Carter  and  they  have  two 
children,  Lyndell  Ruth  Carter  and  Chas.  Milton  Carter.  2.  Ethel  Ann  Jar¬ 
man  md  Joseph  Gann.  She  was  b  Nov.  1,  1924  and  they  have  one  child,  Jerry 
Eugene  Gann.  3*  Wanda  Luella  Jarman,  b  Nov.  4,  1931  ■> 

2.  Eugene  Carroll  Jarman,  son  of  Eugene  C.  and  Henry  Ethel  (Bradley) 
Jarman,  was  b  Aug.  8,  I9OO.  He  md  on  D  c.  25,  1923,  Emma  Windsor,  who  was 
b  Oct.  2,  1898.  They  have  one  child,  Homer  Carroll  Jarman,  b  Apr.  23,  1934 

3.  Alen  Montgomery  Jarman  was  b  Oct.  I9,  1909 »  He  md  on  Dec.  25, 
1932,  Lorene  Lefnan.  They  have  two  children,  Robert  Alen  Jarman,  b  Oct. 

8,  1935,  and  James  Henry  Jarman,  b  Feb.  15,  1946. 

4.  Forest  Wendell  Jarman  was  b  Dec.  25,  1912.  He  md  on  May  28,  1942 
Ruth  Margaret  Green,  who  was  b  June  24,  1915-  They  have  one  son,  Roy  Wen¬ 
dell  Jarman,  b  Oct.  10,  1947* 

6.  Mary  Ayres  Bradley,  dau  of  Tompkins  and  Mary  Leake  (Fuqua)  Brad¬ 
ley,  was  b  Jan.  9,  1839^  1  Nov.  11,  1919“  She  md  Thomas  Jefferson  Fine, 
who  was  b  March  29,  1837,  d  Dec.  I5,  1912.  They  md  on  Oct.  I8,  I869  and 
had  four  children; 

1.  Hubert  Bradley  Fine,  b  Sept.  22,  I87I,  d  Jure  16,  1894; 

2.  Ernest  Maxwell  Fine,  b  May  1,  1873 j 

3.  Pearl  Alexander  Fine,  b  July  9,  1875 i 

4.  Clarice  Rachel  Fine,  b  Feb.  10,  1877“ 
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7.  Drucilla  Bradley,  dau  of  Tompkins  and  Mary  Leake  (Fuqua)  Bradley, 
was  Id  F  1.  l4,  l84l  and  d  Fel.  4,  1924.  She  md  Charles  Cohh  Rice  on  Nov. 

8^  1859 •  He  was  h  Sept.  I5,  I838.  They  had  five  children; 

1.  Joseph  Brown  Rice,  h  Nov.  21,  i860,  d  Jan.  1,  1895; 

2.  Betty  Ruth  Rice,  h  May  11,  1866,  d  Oct.  I3,  18t1; 

3.  Mary  Jane  Rice,  h  Dec.  1,  1862; 

4.  Pleasant  Rice) 

5.  Tomkins  Rice  )  IVins,  h  Sept.  3,  1868. 

Tompkins  Ride,  son  of  C.  C.  and  Drucilla  (Bradley)  Rice  lived  in 
Odessa,  Mo.  and  nad  three  children: 

1.  Leonard  Montgomery  Rice,  h  July  6,  I898; 

2.  Myrtle  Oneda  Rice,  h  Mar.  6,  19OI.  She  md  Mr.  Schooley,  and  lives 
in  Albany,  Mo. 

3.  Gladys  Irene  Rice,  b  Nov.  I3,  1902,  md  Mr.  Adair  and  lives  in 
Odessa,  Mo. 

8.  Sarah  Ann  Bradley,  dau  of  Tompkins  and  Mary  Leake  (Fuqua)  Bradley, 
was  b  Aug.  l844.  She  md  Henry  A.  Peabody.  Their  children  were: 

1.  Amanda  Peabody,  d  in  infancy; 

2 .  Sarah  Peabody; 

3*  Henry  Peabody.  He  served  in  the  Spanish-American  War  and  saw 
service  in  the  Phillipines.  After  the  war,  he  returned  there  to  live. 

He  died  there  in  a  concentration  camp  just  before  V-J  day.  World  War  H. 

He  was  unmarried  and  in  his  TOth  year  at  the  time  of  his  death. 

4.  George  Peabody,  b  about  1879.  He  was  in  World  War  II.  He  was 
visiting  his  brother  in  the  Phillipines  when  the  Japs  struck.  He  led  the 
resistance  forces  during  the  Japanese  occupation  of  one  of  the  islands  of 
the  PI, I*  He  died  fighting.  There  was  a  $15,000  reward  for  his  capture. 

He  left  a  wife  and  several  children  in  California.  His  letters  to  his 
wife  and  family  are  included  in  this  record,  copies  of  which  were  furnish¬ 
ed  by  Mrs.  Henry  Ethel  (Bradley)  Jarman,  who  gave  her  consent  for  their 
inclusion  in  this  record. 

5*  Fanny  Peabody.  No  information  concerning  her. 

4.  Sarah  Ann  Fuqua,  dau  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Fuqua,  was  b  in 
Buckin^am  Co.  Va.,  Dec.  3^  I808,  and  d  in  Johnson  Co.  Mo.  on  June  8, 

She  md  Benjamin  W.  Boisseau.  The  records  do  not  agree  as  to  the 
date  of  their  marriage.  The  Bible  date  is  March  10,  I83I.  The  Court 
House  record  states  that  it  was  on  May  3;  I83I.  Her  tombstone  reads; 

Sarah  Ann,  wife  of  B«  W»  Boisseau,  died  June  8,  l84l,  aged  3I  years." 

A  dau^ter.  Sue  E.  Boisseau,  born  just  before  her  mother's  death,  was 
reared  by  her  aunt,  Judith  (Fuqua)  Thornton.  The  Boisseaus  went  to 
Johnson^^Co.  Mo.  in  1834.  The  following  is  taken  from  the  Johnson  Co.  his¬ 
tory;  Sarah  A.  Fuquay,  a  native  of  Logan  Co.  Ky.,  married  Benjamin  W. 
Boisseau  in  1828.  Their  children  were;  Mary  A.,  Nancy  C.,  Susan,  Judith, 
and  John,  who  died  in  infancy."  She  also  had  a  son,  Patrick  Boisseau, 
who  d  in  Kentucky. 
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Benjamin  Waddell  Boisseau  was  the  son  of  John  and  lancy  (Carter)  Bois- 
seau.  He  was  b  l802  and  d  I863*  The  children  of  Benjamin  and  Sarah  Ann 
(Fuqua)  Boisseau  were; 

1.  John  Boisseau^  died  at  16; 

2.  lfe.ry  Ann  Boisseau  md  Mr.  Carter.  Wo  further  information; 

3.  lancy  Bgleseau^  md  Riley  Johnson,  lo  other  information; 

h.  Susan  Elizabeth  Boisseau^  b  May  3I;  1839;  Johnson  Co.  Mo.^  d  Sept. 

9^  1921.  She  married  in  June^  l866^  Edward  Sylvester  Thornton^  who  was  b 
May  19^  1832^  d  Aug.  1^  1917*  Iheir  children  werej 

1.  Edward  ITaorn^,  died  aged  12; 

2.  Addison  Thornton^  d  1902^  Harrlman,,  Tenn.  He  md  June  13^  1895;  Mary 
Durf linger^  dau  of  Phillip  Durf linger. 

3.  Clyde  Thornton^  b  Mar.  5;  1876^  d  July  12^  1937;  Knoxville^  Term. 

He  md  on  Sept.  29^  1895;  Carrie  Daisy  Dorman^  who  was  b  July  2k-^  1872  and  d 
Peb.  26 j  1911.  She  was  the  dau  of  John  Sylvester  and  Amanda  Charlotte  (Lamb) 
Dorman.  Clyde  Richard  Thornton  md  second^  in  1915;  at  Durante Mich._,  Mary 
Joanne  Huff^  b  Ontario^  Canada.  They  had  no  children.  The  children  of 
Clyde  R.  Thornton  and  his  first  wife  ate  as  follows? 

1.  Elizabeth  Viola  Thornton^  b  Oct.  14^  1899;  Lee  Gorman; 

2.  Edward  Sylvester  Thornton^  b  lov.  l8^  1906^  Somerset^  Ky.^  md 
Wanda  Hell  Creekmore^  who  was  b  June  22^  1906^  dau  of  David  Ballentine  and 
Jfery  Jane  (McGirmls)  Creekmore^  md  Oct.  11^  1925;  Warburg_,  Tenn,  Their 
children  are  as  follows: 

1.  Robert  Eugene  Thornton^  resides  in  Rockwood^  Tenn.  He  was  b  Apr. 

3;  1926^  Harriman,  Term.,,  and  md  Aug.  25^  1946^  Lakeview^  Ga.  to  Mabel 
Leotie  Harvey^  who  gives  this  information.  She  was  b  Rockwood^  Tenn.^  Apr. 
25^  1929;  and  they  reside  in  Rockwood. 

2.  Lawrence  David  Thornton^  Cleveland^  Tenn.  He  is  unm; 

3.  James  Clyde  Thornton_,  Cleveland^  Tenn._,  b  lov.  10^  1930^  md  Mabel 
Evelyn  Patton^  b  Mar.  l4;  1929; 

4.  Alice  Mae  Thorn ton^  b  Dec.  14^  1932^  Harrlman.;  Terni.^  d  June  20^ 

3-933. 

5.  Virginia  June  Thornton^  b  lov.  12^  1933;  md  Aug.  12^  1950,  William 
Gilbert  Cody,  b  Aug.  11,  1930;  resides  Chattanooga. 

6.  William  Edward  Thornton,  b  lov.  2,  1935;  Did  Melba  Jean  Hagler, 

June,  1935. 

7.  Lanny  Richard  Thornton,  b  July  12,  1940,  Harrlman,  Tenn. 

8.  Dorothy  Jane  TTiomton,  Cleveland,  Tenn.,  b  June  21,  1942.  Unm. 

4.  Elizabeth  Thornton,  dau  of  Edward  Sylvester  and  Susan  Elizabeth 
(Boisseau)  Thornton  md  Edward  Morgan. 

5.  ;&fertha  Davis  Thornton  md  James  Lewis  Sublett.  She  d  April  I9, 

1919*  Their  one  child  was  John  Thornton  Sublett,  Mountain  Home,  Ark.,  b 
lov.  16,  1888,  md  (1)  on  Jan.  10,  I9IO.  Frances  Folsom  Whitney.  They  had 
two  children.  He  md  (2)  Clara,  who  died  Feb.  1957*  Ho  issue. 

6.  Emma  Thornton,  b  March  7;  I867,  d  Jan.  28,  195G;  lad  Ed  Benson. 
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They  live  in  Bardwell,  Ky.  A  son,  Dr.  Barnett  A.  Benson,  lives  in 
Florida . 

5*  Judith  Fuq_ua,  dau  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Fuq^ua,  was  h  in 
Buckingham  Co.  Va.  on  Aug.  5,  l8l0.  She  md  on  June  1,  I83T,  Addison 
Thornton,  and  d  June  23,  l899‘  She  lived  in  Warrenshurg,  Mo.  She  had 
no  children,  hut  reared  her  niece,  Susan  E.  (Boisseau)  Thornton.  Mrs. 
Thornton  d  June  24,  1888,  McCracken,  Ky. 

6.  Jane  Ayres  Fuqua,  dau  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Fuqua,  was  h 
in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  on  Dec.  2,  l8l2.  She  d  on  June  22,  1889,  in  Mc¬ 
Cracken  Co.  Ky.  She  md  on  May  20,  I835,  Rev.  Robert  Williams. 

Miss  Wilkinson  says:  "The  two  sons  of  Jane  Fuqua  Williams  had  dis¬ 
tinguished  careers.  Dr.  Robert  Williams  was  the  celebrated  physician  of 
Elkton,  Ky.  He  answered  the  national  plea  for  doctors  and  nurses  to 
fight  the  devastating  plague  of  yellow  fever  in  Hew  Orleans  in  1873* 

Was  hi^ly  successful  and  saved  many  lives,  among  others,  the  wife  of 
the  Mayor  of  New  Orleans,  who  demanded  his  attention,  saying  that  only 
he  could  save  her.  He  left  his  own  sick  bed  to  treat  her.  She  lived, 
but  he  died.  Aaron  Fuqua  Williams,  brother  to  Dr.  Robert,  was  a  disting¬ 
uished  educator.  (See  Biog.  Enc.  of  Ky.)  He  was  a  professor  in  Bethel 
College,  Russellville,  Ky.  for  many  years.  A  grand-dau^ter,  Mrs.  Bessie 
Jean,  of  Louisville,  has  written  me  that  her  great  grandfather,  Aaron 
Fuqua  Williams,  was  President  of  Bethel  College  for  thirty  years.  She 
may  be  correct,  but  all  my  previous  information  has  been  that  he  was  a 

Professor  there.  He  also  taught  at  the  Green  River  Academy  at  Elkton, 
Ky." 

7*  Drucilla  Fuqua,  dau  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Fuqua  was  b  March 
28,  1815,  d  Nov.  11,  1833^  unmarried. 

8.  Martha  Catherine  Fuqua,  dau  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Fuqiia, 
was  b  April  12,  I817,  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.,  and  d  May  3,  1^03  in  Auburn, 

Ky.,  and  is  buried  there  (Gravestone  and  Bible  record).  She  was  md  on 
Nov.  19,  1835  tb  John  C.  Darby,  farmer.  He  was  b  Feb.  l4,  l8l2,  d  Jan. 

8,  1894,  Auburn,  Ky.  She  came  with  her  parents  in  December  1822  from 
Virginia  to  Kentucky.  John  C.  and  Martha  Catherine  (Fuqua)  Darby  had 
four  daughters: 

1.  Mary  Darby  2.  Jahb  DarJjy 

2.  Amanda  Darby  4.  Melissa  Darby 

1.  Mary  Darby,  b  I836,  d  unm  in  Auburn,  Ky.,  in  I929,  aged  93  years. 
She  owned  and  operated  a  millinery  shop  in  Auburn  for  a  great  number  of 
years.  She  was  very  artistic  and  gifted. 

2.  Amanda  Darby  d  in  Texas.  She  md  Phillip  (?)  Arsenau.  This 
marriage  was  a  romantic  one.  Phillip  Arsenau  first  saw  his  bride-to- 
be  as  he  was  sitting  near  a  window  and  she  was  passing  in  the  street. 
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"[Baere  is  the  ‘beautiful  girl  whom  I  am  going  to  marry" ^  he  said.  She  is 
said  to  have  "been  a  great  beauty.  ¥e  have  no  infomation  concerning  her 
children^  if  any. 

3.  Jane  Darby^  b  Auburn,  Ky.  and  d  there.  She  md  John  Lockett  and 
they  had  five  children! 

1.  Kate  Lockett,  d  Auburn,  Ky; 

2.  Lulu  Lockett  md  Jim  leal,  son  of  Thomas  leal.  They  had  one 
dau,  Irene  leal.  She  is  untE  and  owner  of  "Irene's  Shop"  in  Auburn,  Ky. 

Lulu  (Lockett)  leal  d  in  Auburn  and  is  buried  there; 

3.  Arthur  Lockett,  b  Auburn,  Ej.,  d  In  Chattanooga; 

4.  Jeff  Lockett,  d  in  Texas 

5.  Darby  Lockett,  d  in  Auburn,  Ky. 

4.  Melissa  Darby,  dau  of  John  C.  and  Martha  Catherine  (Fuqua)  Darby, 
md  Jasper  Evan  Gordon,  son  of  Christopher  Gordon,  who  d  1844.  He  was  b 
Oct.  26,  l844,  and  d  Sept.  8,  1912  in  Chattanooga.  They  had  five  children; 

1.  Emma  Gordon,  b  Paducah,  Ky.,  d  in  infancy; 

2.  Jesse  Bright  Gordon,  b  Mar.  I7,  I868  in  Paducah,  unm; 

3-  Twin  to  Jesse  Bright  Gordon,  died  in  infancy; 

4.  Charles  Day  Gordon,  b  Paducah,  Ky.,  Aug.  I6,  I869,  md  first 
Katie  Clyde  Tinsley,  who  was  b  l873j  Greenevllle,  Ky.,  d  lov.  2,  I905  in 
Chattanooga,  and  is  burled  there.  She  was  the  dau  of  Takomas  J.  and  Lucy 
(Chatham  Tinsley.  Hiey  had  two  daughters: 

1.  Madeline  Gordon,  b  Sept.  1,  1893^  Chattanooga,  md  June  I8, 

1921,  Capt.  R.  L»  PCTiberton,  son  of  John  Lewis  Pemberton,  who  d  I9OT  in  Al¬ 
bany,  1,  Y*,  Capt.  PCTberton  was  b  May  I3,  I889. 

2,  Ruth  Gordon,  b  Oct.  3^  I8957  Chattanooga,  md  June  8,  I918, 

loel  Jean  Scott.  They  had  one  dau^ter,  Ruth  Jean  Scott,  b  May  6,  1919^ 
Chattanooga,  md  Jan.  1,  1941,  to  Harry  E.  Robson,  Jr,,  son  of  Dr.  James  1. 
Robson,  of  Saridford,  Fla.  They  have  two  children;  1.  Harry  Robson,  Jr., 
b  July  15^  1942;  2.  Ruth  Jean  Robson. 

2.  Ruth  Gordon,  dau  of  Charles  D.  and  Katie  (Tinsley)  Gordon, 
was  md  second  on  Jan.  8,  1922  to  L*  E,  Wri^t,  Jr.,  son  of  Rev,  L.  E.  Wrl^t 
of  Atlanta. 

Charles  Day  Gordon  md  second  on  June  11,  1907/  Katherine  Graham. 

5,  Flora  Gordon,  dau  of  Jasper  Evan  and  Melissa  (Darby)  Gordon, 
was  b  in  Paducah,  Ky.,  Dec.  31/  iSjO.  She  md  about  1895^  Dr.  John  W.  Mor¬ 
gan.  She  left  no  children.  She  d  July  17/  1940  and  is  burled  in  Green  Lawn, 
Columbia,  S.  C.  Dr.  Mor^n  d  In  Derser  ab  I928. 

9.  Aaron  Fuqua,  Jr.,  son  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Fuqua,  was  b  in 
Buckin^am  Co,  ¥a.,  Mbj  12,  1819*  He  is  not  mentioned  in  the  wills  of  his 
parents.  He  lived,  according  to  Miss  Wilkinson,  in  Paducah,  Ky.,  and  d  in 
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Simpson  Co.  Ky.  He  was  md  on  Ang.  8,  l844  to  Eliza  G.  Coghill,  by  "Par¬ 
son  Morrow"^  who  was  the  ancestor  of  Miss  Wilkinson. 

In  Battle's  History  of  Kentucky^  p  296,  we  reads  "Aaron  Fuq.ua, 
McCracken  Co.,  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  May  12,  I819.  His  father 
was  a  farmer  who  came  to  Kentucky  in  l822,  his  wife  was  Mary  L,  Ayres. 

He  md  first  Eliza  Coghill,  on  Aug.  1,  l844.  She  d  I853  and  he  md  second 
Mrs.  Sarah  A.  Haddox.  He  had  no  children  by  either  marriage." 

10.  Nathan  Ayres  Fuq^ua,  son  of  Aaron  and  Mary  Leake  (Ayres)  Fuq.ua, 
was  the  ancestor  of  Miss  Wilkinson.  He  was  b  Aug.  2,  l821,  in  Bucking¬ 
ham  Co.  Va.,  and  d,  Dec.  30,  1862,  in  Simpson  Co.  Ky.  He  married,  on 
Aug.  17,  1843,  Elizabeth  Hardin  Morrow,  the  dau  of  Rev.  Orson  Holland 
Morrow  and  his  wife,  Sally  (Hambright)  Morrow,  both  grandchildren  of 
Revolutionary  soldiers.  Sally  Hambri^t's  grandfather  was  Col.  Frederick 
Hambright,  one  of  the  heroes  of  the  battle  of  King;'B  Mountain.  James  Mor¬ 
row  served  throu^  all  of  the  seven  years  of  the  struggle.  Sally's  fat¬ 
her,  Major  James  Hambright,  was  a  veteran  of  the  War  of  l8l2.  Elizabeth 
Harden  (Morrow)  Fuq.ua  was  b  Apr,  3,  I827,  and  d  Apr.  23,  l862.  Her  fat¬ 
her,  Rev.^Morrow,  was  the  very  beloved  minister  of  Simpson  Co,  Ky.,  says 
Miss  Wilkinson.  He  lived  to  the  age  of  90^  active  in  his  church  until 
the  last.  Perhaps  no  other  man  had  a  greater  influence  for  good  upon 
the  generations  in  Simpson  Co.,  who  lived  under  his  inspiring  influence. 

He  ^ve  the  ground  for  the  church  and  cemetery  known  as  the  Sulphur 
Springs  church.  He  helped  build  the  church  and  preached  there  for  more 
than  forty- five  years.  His  grave,  s-urrounded  by  the  graves  of  his  eight 
daughters  and  their  children  and  husbands  is  in  the  adjoining  churchyard. 
(Sulphur  Springs  Baptist  Church  on  Spring  Creek.) .  His  old  brick  mansion 
Pleasant  Retreat",  was  built  in  l821.  The  old  home  of  his  father,  Jesse 
Morrow,  who  went  from  North  Carolina  to  Kentucky  in  I809,  is  also  stand¬ 
ing.  In  both  of  these  old  houses.  Miss  Wilkinson  writes,  were  "the  most 
wonderful  fire-places." 

The  old  Aaron  and  Nathan  Ayres  Fuq^ua  homestead  is  on  Spring  Creek 
about  ten  miles  away.  The  old  house  was  torn  down,  it  was  of  logs,  weat¬ 
her-boarded.  The  old  Fuqua  graves  are  located  there,  completely  over¬ 
grown  with  myrtle,  honeysuckle  and.  wild  blooming  roses. 

Miss  Wilkinson  sent  the  copy  of  the  inscriptions  on  some  of  the 
stones.  She  says  they  are  most  unusual  Gothic  cut  stones.  "In  memory 
of  Ma^  Fuqua,  consort  of  A.  Fuqua,  born  April  11,  1786.  Died  May  I3, 

1  50‘  Two  other  stones  in  like  design  in  smaller  pattern  were:  "In 
memory  of  Kezia,  daughter  of  J.  A.  and  M.  Fuqua,  born  March  24,  I829, 
died  July  24,  l844."  And:  "In  memory  of  Drucilla,  dau^ter  of  A.  and 
M.  Fuqua,  born  March  28,  185.  Died  Nov.  10,  l833«"  All  of  these  graves 
had  foot  stones  cut  in  corresponding  pattern,  and  with  initials.  Of 

course,  Aaron's  grave  is  there,  says  Miss  Wilkinson,  but  she  did  not  send 
the  inscription. 

Miss  Wilkinson  also  wrote  of  another  ancestor  as  follows;  "The 
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Virginia  Historical  Coinmission  is  considering  placing  a  mon-ument  to  the  mem¬ 
ory  of  Col.  Jesse  Thomas,  my  father's  grandfather.  They  asked  corroborating 
data  to  the  tradition  that  Col.  Jesse,  by  a  heroic  ride,  saved  Von  Steuben 
in  1781  from  capture  with  his  whole  little  army,  at  the  Point  of  Forks,  the 
arsenal  on  the  north  bank  of  the  flooded  James  River.  Jesse  was  at  home, 
convalescing  from  wounds  received  at  the  Battle  of  Cowpens  and  Guilford  C. 

H«  He  mounted  his  celebrated  stallion,  "Fearnou^t",  and  began  his  ride  in 
a  pouring  rain,  swimming  th  raging  James  at  the  end  of  a  ten  mile  ride, 
bringing  the  warning  to  Von  Steuben  that  the  enemy  were  upon  him.  This  was 
at  ten  o'clock,  June  1781.  At  noon.  Col.  Slmcoe  had  captured  the  arsenal. 
Within  the  next  hour.  Col.  Tarleton  arrived  from  his  surprise  raid  on  Char¬ 
lottesville,  where  he  had  failed  by  moments  in  capturing  Gov.  Jefferson. 

Next  day,  Cornwallis  with  his  whole  army  was  at  the  points  But  Steuben  with 
all  but  18  of  his  army,  were  safely  on  the  south  bank  of  the  James.  And  the 
raging  flood  kept  a  safe  barrier  from  any  pursuit  for  many  days . " 

10.  Nathan  Ayres  and  Elizabeth  Hardin  (Morrow)  Fuq_ua  had  one  child,  a 
daughter.  Myrtle  Johnette  Fuq^ua.  (She  was  named  for  her  uncle,  John  Samuel 
Fuqua.)  She  was  b  Feb.  6,  1857^  in  Simpson  Co.  Ky.  and  md  on  Dec.  25,  1873^ 
Frank  Lee  Wilkinson,  who  was  b  Mar.  27,  1839^  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  and  d 
in  Kansas  City,  Mo.,  Feb.  27,  190^.  This  Wilkinson  family  was  connected  in 
another  way  with  Ayres  descendants,  who  were  descendants  of  Matthias  Ayres, 
(Matthias) . 

Frank  Lee  Wilkinson  was  the  son  of  William  Wilkinson,  a  soldier  of  the 
Revolution,  whose  wife  was  Mary  Susan  Toney.  Francis  Lee  Wilkinson  md  Eliza¬ 
beth  Thomas,  dau  of  Jesse  Thomas,  also  a  solider  of  the  Revolution,  and  his 
wife,  Mary  Howell.  Francis  Lee  Wilkinson  was  b  in  Virginia,  Sept.  23,  1770, 
md  April  I3,  1790.  His  wife,  Elizabeth  Hoggett  Thomas  was  b  Oct.  1771 •  He 
d  Nov.  5^  1851^  and  she  d  Feb.  1854.  Samuel  Coulter  Wilkinson,  son  of  Fran¬ 
cis  Lee  and  Elizabeth  H.  (Thomas)  Wilkinson,  was  b  in  Va.  June  27,  I807, 
and  was  the  father  of  Frank  Lee  Wilkinson,  husband  of  Myrtle  Johnette  (Fuqua) 
Wilkinson.  He  was  a  graduate  of  Emory  and  Henry  College  of  Virginia  and  of 
Columbia  College  (now  known  as  George  Washington  University.)  He  served  in 
the  G.S.A.  Army. 

They  moved  to  Kansas  City,  Mo.  in  1879;  and  built  their  seven  gabled 
frame  house  on  the  exact  site  of  the  present  statue  of  the  Pioneer  Mother 
in  Penn  Valley  Park.  He  was  a  lawyer  and  a  Mson  and  at  the  time  of  his 
marriage,  was  Mayor  of  Franklin,  Ky.  Myrtle  Johnette  Fuqua  was  a  graduate 
of  Cedar  Bluff  College,  Simpson  Co.  Ky.,  and  valedictorian  of  her  class  of 
1873*  The  nine  children  of  Frank  Lee  and  Myrtle  Johnette  (Fuqua)  Wilkinson 
were  as  follows: 


1. 

William  Fuqua  Wilkinson 

6. 

Berthe  Myrtle  Wilkinson 

2. 

Frank  Lee  Wilkinson 

7* 

Eleanor  Ruth  Wilkinson 

3. 

Norman  Lee  Wilkinson 

8. 

Mary  Ayres  Wilkinson 

4. 

Ann  Glover  Wilkinson 

9. 

Rowena  Fuqua  Wilkinson 

5. 

Elizabeth  Morrow  Wilkinson 
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1.  William  Fuqua  Wilkinson  was  an  attorney^  a  cum  laude  graduate 

of  the  University  of  Missoiari,  a  Mason  and  Shrlner,  with  offices  in  Grand 
Avenue  Temple  Bldg.^  Kansas  City.  He  never  married  and  made  his  home 
with  his  sisters  until  his  death  in  19^9* 

2.  Frank  Lee  Wilkinson  was  a  graduate  of  Yale  Law  School  and  the 
Univ.  of  Mo.  and  a  Phi  Beta  Kappa.  He  was  president  of  the  Shryock 
Realty  Co.  of  Kansas  City.  He  md  Frances  Shryock.  He  was  a  Mason  and 
Shrlner,  and  a  senator  (1944-1956)  in  the  Missouri  Legislature.  He  was 
for  several  terms  President  of  National  Society  of  the  Sons  of  American 
Revolution.  He  was  elected  to  the  Missouri  House  in  1914  and  was  a  mem- 
her  of  that  body  and  Democratic  Floor  Leader  of  the  House,  1915-1921. 

He  tau^t  law  for  several  years  in  the  old  Kansas  City  School  of  Law. 

While  a  member  of  the  State  Legislature  he  drafted  many  bills  and  spon¬ 
sored  many.  Frank  Lee  and  Frances  (Shryock)  Wilkinson  had  three  chil¬ 
dren: 

1.  Janet  Frances  Wilkinson,  graduate  of  the  Univ.  of  Kansas.  She 

md  July  1,  1945,  Capt.  Perry  C.  Sharp  of  the  U.  S.  Amy.  Their  children 
are:  1.  Stanley  Sha2rp,  b  May  5^  1949 j  2.  Stuart  Lee  Sharp,  b  Oct.  'J, 
I95O;  3*  _ Sharp,  b  April  19,  1954. 

2.  Frank  Lee  Wilkinson,  son  of  Frank  Lee  and  Frances  (Shryock) 
Wilkinson,  was  an  Aviation  Cadet  in  U*  S,  Navy  and  when  his  service  was 
ended  he  seized  in  the  Navy  Reserves  and  was  the  first  of  his  sq^uadron 
to  step  out  in  1950  when  the  Navy  asked  for  volunteers,  when  jet  planes 
were  Introduced.  He  was  only  28  when  he  was  killed  in  the  crash  of  a 
Cou^r  jet  plaiE  on  August  I7,  1954.  The  following  editorial  from  the 
Kansas  City  Star  of  Sept.  3,  I954  is  copied: 

Lieut.  Wilkinson's  Sacrifice. 

A  navy  investigation  now  fills  out  the  story  of  the  jet  plane  crash 
that  CQEt  the  life  of  Lieut.  Frank  Lee  Wilkinson  III.  It  is  the  story  of 
a  plane  failure  and  a  pilot  who  took  every  precaution  to  -crash  land  where 
no  other  lives  would  be  endangered.  In  the  words  of  Capt.  C,  I.  Westhoven. 
Commander  of  the  Olathe  Naval  Air  Station,  all  Lieut.  Wilkinson's  actions 
'''were  in  keeping  with  the  highest  tradition  of  the  naval  service." 

A  capable  and  hi^ly  popular  yoimg  business  man  with  a  splendid  fu¬ 
ture  before  him,  Lieut.  Wilkinson's  death  meant  a  real  loss  to  the  com¬ 
munity.  His  sacrifice  was  made  for  his  country  the  same  as  if  he  had  died 
in  combat.  As  a  direct  result  the  navy  has  grounded  the  F9F-T  Cougar  jet 
planes  on  evidence  of  a  defect  in  their  fuel  supply  system.  Because  of 
Lieut.  Wilkinson's  sacrifice,  other  navy  fliers  are  expected  to  have  a 
safer  plane  and  other  lives  may  be  saved." 

3.  Nancy  Wilkinson,  dau  of  Frank  Lee  and  Frances  (Shryock)  Wilkin¬ 
son,  a  graduate  of  Miss  Barstow's  School,  Kansas  City,  md  George  W.  Hawley 
on  Nov.  5^  1955 •  They  have  three  children:  1.  Frank  Wilkinson  Hawley, 
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b  Oct.  22.,  1956;  2,  Lucy  Lee  Hawley,  b  Jan.  I3,  1958;  3*  Marian  Hawley, 

b  Dec.  1,  1959*  Haney  Wilkinson  was  b  March  I3,  1929  md  George  Hawley 
on  Oct.  5;  1955* 

3.  Herman  Lee  Wilkinson,  son  of  Frank  Lee  and  Myrtle  Johnette  (Fuqua) 
Wilkinson,  md  Austa  Kidder.  He  is  an  architect  and  graduate  of  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Pennsylvania.  He  was  an  Ensign  in  the  Hydroplane  Service  of  the 
Havy  in  World  War  I,  Mrs.  Wilkinson  died  in  April,  1958.  They  had  five 
children; 


1.  Elizabeth  Ann  Wilkinson,  graduate  of  Kansas  Univ.,  honor  roll. 
Pi  Lambda  Thata  Honor  Society,  md  Mr.  DeCamp.  They  have  a  dau,  Anne  Marie 
DeCamp,  b  Apr.  1950.  They  were  md. 

2.  Horman  Lee  Wilkinson,  Jr.  is  md  and  has  three  children; 

3.  William  Fuqua  Wilkinson,  d  in  Infancy; 

4.  Deborah  Susan  Wilkinson; 

5.  Rachel  Wilkinson. 

4.  Ann  Glover  Wilkinson,  dau  of  Frank  Lee  and  Myrtle  Johnette  (Fuqua) 
Wilkinson  md  Charles  Waldrop  Tyler.  They  had  no  children  and  lived  in  Kansas 
City,  Mo. 

> 

5.  Elizabeth  Morrow  Wilkinson,  dau  of  Frank  Lee  and  Myrtle  Johnette 
(Fuqua)  Wilkinson,  md  George  Curtis.  They  had  no  children.  She  d  on  June 
30,  1947,  in  Kansas  City.  She  was  prominent  in  the  social  and  club  life  of 
Kansas  City. 

6.  Bertha  Myrtle  Wilkinson,  dau  of  Frank  Lee  and  Myrtle  Johnetta 
(Fuqua)  Wilkinson,  md  J.  M,  Forrester,  who  died  Sept.  I923.  Mrs.  Forrester 
lived  in  Kansas  City  at  the  old  home  with  her  sisters.  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Forres¬ 
ter  had  three  children;  1.  J.  M»  Forrester,  Jr,;  2.  Bruce  Miller  Forres¬ 
ter,  U,  S*  Army;  3*  Elizabeth  Fuqua  Forrester,  Bruce  is  md  and  has  one 
child,  Anne  Horris  Forrester. 

7.  Elinor  Ruth  Wilkinson,  dau  of  Frank  Lee  and  Myrtle  Johnette  (Fuqua) 
Wilkinson  (called  Hell),  md  Miller  Forrester  and  they  had  no  children.  Her 
husband  died,  June  1958.  She  makes  her  home  in  the  old  home  in  Kansas  City 
with  her  sisters. 

8.  Mary  Ayres  Wilkinson,  dau  of  Frank  Lee  and  Myrtle  Johnette  (Fuqra) 
Wilkinson,  lives  in  the  family  heme  with  her  sisters.  She  is  unm.  and  in¬ 
terested  in  her  family  lines.  She  has  furnished  much  of  the  information 
concerning  the  descendants  of  Aaron  and  Mary  (Ayres)  Fuqua,  She  served  in 
World  War  I  as  a  Y*M»C<,A,  Secretary  with  the  A,E*F.  Army  in  France  and  in 
the  Army  of  Occupation  in  Germany.  She  d  in  Kansas  City,  Mo.  on  Hov.  10, 
i960,  after  a  brief  illness. 

9.  Rowena  Fuqua  Wilkinson,  dau  of  Frank  Lee  and  Myrtle  Johnette  (Fuqua) 
Wilkinson,  attended  Kansas  University.  She  married  first.  Freeman  Webster 
Turner,  and  second  Robert  Houston.  She  has  one  child,  Elinor  Ruth  Turner, 
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graduate  of  Stephens  College^  Columhla,  Mo.^  and  of  Baker  University^ 
Baldwin^  Kans.  Mrs.  Houston  makes  her  home  in  Kansas  City. 

Francis  Lee  Wilkinson,  son  of  Samuel  Coulter  and  Fanny  Ann  (Glover) 
WiOkilnson,  was  h  March  29,  1839,  Cumberland  Co.  Va.  He  md  on  Dec.  29, 
1839^  Myrtle  Johnetta  Fuqua. 

Samuel  Coulter  Wilkinson  was  h  June  27,  I80T,  Buckin^am  Co.  Va. 

He  md  on  April  6,  I83O,  Fanny  Ann  Glover,  h  Aug.  I5,  l8H,  Cumberland 
Co.  Va.,  dau  of  Elijah  and  Fanny  Ann  (Aimistead)  Glover.  Fanny. Ann  Arm- 
•Istead  md  Feb.  22,  1808,  Elijah  Glover,  b  Sept.  8,  1791,  d  Oct.  11,' 

1859 •  She  was  the  dau  of  Francis  and  Hannah  (Price)  Armistead,  of  Cum¬ 
berland  Co.  Va.  Francis  Armistead  md  May  8,  I776,  Hannah  Price,  dau  of 
Joseph  and  Ann  Price  of  Cumberland  Co.  Va. 

John  Armistead,  will  proved  Cumberland  Co.  Va.,  I769,  was  b  Feb. 

1718^  md  Hannah  He  was  the  son  of  Francis  Aimistead,  will 

recorded  Richmond  Co.  Va.,  who  d  Apr.  4,  I719,  leaving  his  estate  to 
wife,  Sarah,  dau  Elizabeth  and  Son  John.  This  Francis  Aimistead  was  son 
of  John  Armistead,  who  md  Mary  Brown,  in  Essex  Co.  Va.,  inventory  record¬ 
ed  in  Essex  1703 .  He  was  the  son  of  Ralph  Aimistead  who,  in  1678,  patent¬ 
ed  land  in  Kingston  Parish,  Gloucester  Co.  Va. 

11.  John  Samuel  Fuqua,  son  of  Aaron  and  Mary  Leake  (Ayres)  Fuqua, 
was  b  Feb.  9,  l824.  He  was  a  physician  of  much  premise,  and  died  voione, 
on  May  l4,  I856,  unm. 

12.  Jemima  Fuqua,  dau  of  Aaron  and  Mary  Lake  (Ayres)  Fuqua,  was  b 
Jan.  12,  1827,  in  Logan  Co.  Ky.  That  part  of  Logan  was  later  erected 
into  Simpson  Co.  She  d  in  1863^  in  McCracken  Co.  Ky.  She  md  on  Sept. 

_  }  A^ibrose  Gordon  Coghill,  a  Railroad  contractor  and  farmer,  b 

about  I8I7,  in  Simpson  Co.  Ky.,  d  1867  in  McCracken  Co.  He  was  the  son 
of  Thomas  Co^ill  and  Miss  Gordon.  They  had  five  children; 

1.  John  Coleman  Coghill,  carpenter,  b  about  l848,  Simpson  Co.  Ky., 
d  Dec.  23,  1905,  McCracken  Co.  Ky.,  unm. 

2.  Sarah  Jacqueline  Coghill  md  James  S.  Hendricks.  She  was  b  Nov. 
20,  1850,  Franklin  Co.  Ky.,  d  Aug.  11,  1922,  Franklin  Co.  She  md  on 

1873^  in  Simpson  Co.  Ky.,  James  Samuel  Hendricks,  faimer,  b  June 
1,  1846,  Simpson  Co.,  d  Dec.  I3,  1936,  Franklin  Co.  Ky.  He  was  the  son 

of  John  Thompson  and  Tabltha  (Dorris)  Hendricks.  They  had  twelve  chil¬ 
dren; 


1. 

John  Ambrose  Hendricks 

7. 

William  Nathan  Hendricks 

2. 

Nannie  Grace  Hendricks 

8. 

Jessie  Thomas  Hendricks 

3. 

Patty  Neely  Hendricks 

9. 

Elijah  Coleman  Hendricks 

4. 

Doris  Fuqua  Hendricks 

10. 

Anna  Katherine  Hendricks 

5. 

James  Gordon  Hendricks 

11. 

Theodore  Hendricks 

6. 

Samuel  Frost  Hendricks 

12. 

Sarah  Elizabeth  Hendricks 
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1.  John  Ambrose  Hendricks,,  h  July  l6,  187^,  d  Sept.  27,  1875* 

2.  Hannie  Grace  Hendricks,  b  Sept.  27,  1875,  Simpson  Co.Ky.,  d  Jan. 

2k,  1919,  Simpson  Co.  Md  in  Simpson  Co.,  July  23,  1902,  Charles  Edward 
Hendricks,  faimer  and  trader,  son  of  Pleasant  Mays  Hendricks  and  Ann 
Elizabeth  Dmn.  They  have  six  children!  1,  Ivy  May  Hendricks,  b  May 

29,  1903,  Simpson  Co.,  is  Work  Dispatcher  for  Shaeffer  Pen  Co.,  Ft.  Madison, 
lowaj  2.  Sgt.  John  Thompson  Hendricks,  b  Simpson  Co.,  May  16,  I905,  Con¬ 
fectioner;  He  is  single;  3*  Charles  Edward  Hendricks,  Jr.,  md  Cora  Alice 
Sharp,  one  child;  4.  Walter  Leon  Hendricks,  b  Jan.  1,  I909,  Simpson  Co., 
d  lov.  27,  1910,  same  county;  5*  James  Pleasants  Hendricks,  md  Helen 
Viola  Hans,  and  they  have  two  children,  James  Lynn  Hendricks,  b  June  11, 

1943  and  Susan  Diane  Hendricks,  b  July  I3,  1946.  6.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Hen¬ 

dricks,  b  May  22,  1914,  Simpson  Co.,  d  June  30,  1935,  Memphis,  Tenn.  No.  3} 
Chas.  Edward  Hendricks,  Jr.,  was  b  Sept.  6,  I907,  electric  shop  owner,  md  on 
Apr.  22,  1903,  Cora  Alice  Sharp,  who  was  b  Mar.  1,  I9IO,  Ollle,  Iowa,  the 
dau  of  Chas.  Walter  and  Bertha  Alice  (Lou^)  Sharp.  Tliey  have  one  child  and 
live  in  Memphis,  Tenn.  No.  5,  James  Pleasants  Hendricks  is  a  bus  driver. 

He  was  b  Sept.  20,  I9II,  Simpson  Co.,  and  md  May  3I,  1934,  Helen  Viola  Hans, 
who  was  b  July  5,  1917,  Paphla,  California,  dau  of  Alvin  Guy  and  Ann  Eliza¬ 
beth  (Harris)  Hans.  Olhey  have  two  children  and  live  at  Grand  Junction,  Colo 

3.  Patty  Neely  Hendricks,  dau  of  James  Samuel  and  Sarah  Jacpuelin 
(Cq^ill)  Hendricks,  was  b  Jan.  26,  1877,  Simpson  Co.  Ky. ,  and  md  June  8, 
1910,  Louis  Hansen  Broderson,  cattleman,  b  Feb.  7,  l864,  Slesvig,  Denmark, 
son  of  Nels  Hansen  Broderson  and  Mary  Holm.  Ihey  live  in  Franklin,  Ky.  Mrs 
Broderson  sent  the  information  concerning  her  ancestress,  Jemima  Fuqua,  dau 
of  Aaron  and  Mary  Leake  (Ayres)  Fuqua.  Mr  .and  Mrs.  Broderson  had  six  chil¬ 
dren: 


1.  Anna  Mary  Broderson,  b  May  I3,  I9II,  Simpson  Co.  Ky.,  d  Aug.  24, 
1941,  Franklin,  Ky. 

2.  Sarah  Neely  Broderson,  md  Raymond  Allen  Saunders.  She  was  b  Dec. 
10,  1912,  Simpson  Co.  Ky.  and  md  Mar.  1,  193^,  Franklin  Co.  They  make  their 
home  in  Maaphis,  where  Mr.  Saunders  is  manager  of  an  A  &  P  Store.  He  was 

b  Oct.  13,  1913,  Glasgow,  Ky.,  the  son  of  John  Wirt  and  Bessie  (Kerly)  Saun¬ 
ders  .  They  have  four  children;  \ 

1.  Gary  Carol  Saunders,  b  Apr.  10,  1937,  d  June  26,  1937; 

2.  Larry  Nelson  Saunders,  b  Mar.  16,  1939,  Franklin,  Ky; 

3.  Louis  Allen  Saunders,  b  Sept.  1914,  Franklin,  Ky; 

4.  Pattye  Rae  Saunders,  b  Mar.  27,  1945,  Memphis,  Tenn. 

3.  James  Nelson  Broderson  was  b  Jan.  23,  1914,  Simpson  Co.  Ky.  He 

is  part  owner  of  the  Sampson  Mills.  He  md  on  June  9,  194l,  Ruth  Wakefield, 
who  was  b  Apr.  7,  I918,  Pembroke,  Ky.,  the  dau  of  Matthew  Bailey  and  Nora 
Louise  (Barksdale)  Wakefield.  They  make  their  home  in  Franklin,  Ky.,  and 
have  two  children: 

1.  James  Nelson  Broderson,  Jr.,  b  Jime  30,  1942,  Franklin; 

2.  Judy  Wakefield  Broderson,  b  Oct.  2,  1943,  Franklin,  Ky. 
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4.  Cpl.  Louis  Henry  Broderson  is  part  owner  of  the  Simpson  Co.  Mills. 
He  was  h  Aug.  29,  1915^  Simpson  Co.,  and  md  Apr.  9,  1939,  Lucy  Mae  Robert¬ 
son,  who  was  b  June  30,  1913^  Clendinin,  West  Va.  She  is  the  dau  of  Alvin 
Benton  and  Mattie  Lee  (Li^t)  Robertson.  They  have  three  children  and  make 
their  home  in  Franklin,  Ky; 

1.  Alvin  Benton  Broderson,  b  Apr.  11,  19^0,  Franklin,  Ky; 

2.  John  Paul  Broderson,  b  Oct.  l8,  1941; 

3*  Joe  Thomas  Broderson,  b  Feb.  15,  1947. 

5.  Catherine  Gordon  Broderson,  b  Apr.  l8,  I9IT,  Simpson  Co.  Ky.,  is 
secretary  to  chief  chemist  at  Firestones  in  Memphis. 

6.  Cpl.  Jesse  Coleman  Broderson  is  also  part  owner  of  the  Simpson  Co. 
Mills.  He  was  b  May  21,  1919^  Simpson  Co.  Ky.,  and  served  in  World  War  II, 
participated  in  Aug.  J,  landing  on  Guadalcanal,  remaining  125  days,  then 
served  126  days  in  New  Britain  campaign.  He  is  unmarried.  DECORATIONS: 

1  hashmark.  Pres,  unit  citation,  1  star,  Asiatic  Pacific  Medal,  3  stars 
American  Area  medal  G.C.  Medal,  World  War  II  Victory  medal. 

4.  Doris  Fuq_ua  Hendricks,  son  of  James  Samuel  and  Sarah  Jacqueline 
(Coghill)  Hendricks,  md  Elizabeth  Ruth  Rose.  He  was  b  Oct.  3,  18T9,  Simp¬ 
son  Co.  Ky.,  and  md  Feb.  25,  I909.  His  wife  was  b  Jan.  1,  18T9,  Orlinda, 
Tenn.  and  d  Dec.  23,  1933^  Russell,  Ky.  She  was  the  dau  of  Dempsey  Rich¬ 
ard  and  Calahtha  Ann  (McMunn)  Rose.  They  lived  in  Russell,  Ky.  and  had 
six  children,  as  follows: 

1.  C/M  Richard  Marvin  Hendricks,  unm;  he  was  Chief  Carpenter's  Mate, 
Pacific  Theatre.  He  was  b  Apr.  22,  I9II,  Russell,  Ky.  He  has  Seabeas 
Navy  Good  Conduct  Medal,  Pacific  Theatre  Ribbon,  American  Theatre  Ribbon 
and  Victory  Medal,  three  overseas  stripes,  1  hashmark. 

2.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Hendricks,  b  J\me  7,  I912,  Russell,  Ky.,  Secre¬ 
tary  Board  of  Education,  Russell,  Ky. 

3.  James  Dorris  Hendricks,  b  Oct.  3,  I913,  Russell,  Ky.,  died  Aug. 

24,  1914,  Russell,  Ky. 

4.  T  ch/Sgt.  Fuqua  Miller  Hendricks,  unm.  He  was  b  Feb.  1,  1915, 
Russell,  Ky.  He  was  Weather  Forecaster.  T/Sgt.  Amy  Air  Forces.  Good 
Conduct  Medal,  Bronze  Star,  E\u*opean  Theatre  Ribbon  with  five  battle  stars. 
Pres.  Unit-citation,  6  overseas  stripes,  1  fogy  Victory  medal. 

5.  S/Sgt.  George  Woodrow  Hendricks,  b  July  11,  I916,  Russell,  Ky., 
he  md  on  Apr.  7,  1942,  Mary  Ellen  Fosson,  b  Apr.  10,  1922,  Russell,  Ky., 
dau  of  Albert  Condlt  and  Eunice  (Chalkley)  Fosson.  They  have  one  child, 
Mary  Elizabeth  Hendricks,  b  Feb.  28,  1947,  Russellville,  Ky.  His  decora¬ 
tions:  Amy  Air  Forces  R  dlo  Operator  C-47,  Air  Medal  with  two  oak  leaf 
clusters;  Army  G*C.  Medal,  American  Defense  ribbon^  European-Afrlcan- 
Middle  Eastern  Theatre  ribbon;  (7  battle  stars)  American  Theatre  ribbon 
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and  Victory  Medal. . .Pres.  Unit  Citation^  4  overseas  strips,  1  fogy. 

6.  Helen  Ruth  Hendricks,  h  Russell,  Ky. ,  Feb.  8,  1919*  Cadet  Nurse 
U.  S.  Public  Health  Service.  Md  on  Apr.  26,  19^7  at  Russell,  Ky.  to  Carl 
Eugene  Harbour,  who  was  b  Mar.  l6,  1927^  at  Huntington,  West  Va.,  son  of 
Ebuory  Eugene  and  Mary  Ann  (Siders)  Harbour. 

5.  James  Gordon  Hendricks,  son  of  James  S.  and  Sarah  Jacq^ueline 
(Co^ill)  Hendricks,  was  b  Mar.  6,  I881,  Simpson,  Ky.  On  March  5^  1919^  tie 
md  Charlotte  Blaydes,  who  was  b  Mar.  10,  1883,  Bagdad,  Ky.,  dau  of  William 
David  and  Mary  Elizabeth  (Watkins)  Blaydes.  They  have  one  child,  Blaydes 
Co^ill  Hendricks,  b  Dec.  7^  1920,  d  Sept.  29,  19^0.  Mr.  Hendricks  is  a 
fruit  grower  at  Paonia,  California. 

6.  Samuel  Frost  Hendricks,  son  of  James  S.  and  Sarah  Jacqueline  (Cog- 
hlll)  Hendricks,  was  b  Dec.  10,  1882,  and  md  Dec.  25,  1912,  Logan  Co.  Ky., 
Ora  Kelly,  dau  of  Richmond  Jethro  and  Jennie  Mildred  (Pond)  Kelly,  who  was 
b  Mar.  10,  I887,  Logan  Co.  Ky.  They  make  their  home  in  Glasgow,  Ky.,  where 
he  is  a  farmer.  They  have  one  child,  Janie  Mildred  Hendricks,  b  Mar.  11, 

1920. 


7.  William  Nathan  Hendricks,  son  of  James  S.  and  Sarah  J.  (Co^ill) 
Hendricks,  mail  carrier,  b  Apr.  26,  1885,  Simpson  Co.  Ky.,  md  Jime  8,  19IO, 
Willie  Felts,  dau  of  John  M.  and  Sarah  (Rutherford)  Felts,  who  was  b  Sept. 
12,  1889,  Simpson  Co.  They  live  in  Dallas  City,  Ills.  They  had  three 
children: 


1.  MM  l/C  Louis  Felts  Hendricks  md  Beulah  Gray.  He  is  a  Road  Commis¬ 
sioner.  Born  Feb.  8,  1913;  md  Sept.  I7,  1935 •  Beulah  Gray  was  the  dau  of 
Owen  Finley  and  Mary  Evelyn  (Richey)  Gray  and  was  b  Jan.  12,  I9II.  They 
have  one  child,  Carolyn  Kay  Hendricks,  b  Nov.  12,  1946,  LaHarpe,  Ills.  They 
make  their  home  at  Dallas  City,  Ills. 

2.  Nathan  Hendricks  md  Mildred  Wildrick.  No  children. 

3.  Bernice  Elizabeth  Hendricks  md  Paul  M.  Tutwiler.  They  have  one 
child,  Pauline  Tutwiler,  b  Dec.  l4,  1944,  LaHarpe,  Ills.  Bernice  E.  Hen¬ 
dricks  was  b  Jan.  12,  1920,  and  md  Jan.  10,  1944.  Paul  Tutwiler  was  the 
son  of  Henry  Clay  and  Prances  Gladys  (Hendricks)  Tutwiler.  He  was  b  Nov.  10 
1910,  Monmouth,  Ills.  They  live  at  Dallas  City,  Ills- 

2.  Nathan  Hendricks,  son  of  Nathan  and  Willie  (Felts)  Hendricks  was  b 
Nov.  28,  1916,  Simpson  Co.  Ky.  He  md  Mildred  Wildrick,  dau  of  George  Clay 
and  Ellen  (Lambright)  Wildrick  on  Mar.  17,  1940,  at  Dallas  City,  Ills.  Mil¬ 
dred  Wildrick  was  b  Mar.  1,  1919*  They  live  at  Dallas  City  and  have  no  chil 
dren. 


8.  Jesse  Thomas  Hendricks,  son  of  James  S.  and  Sarah  J.  (Co^ill) 
Hendricks,  farmer  and  stock  raiser,  was  b  June  21,  1887.  He  was  a  volunteer 
private  in  World  War  I.  He  md  Oct.  24,  I926,  Julia  Huffman,  who  was  b  June 
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20y  1892^  Wickliffe^  Ky,^  dau  of  George  Washington  and  Grace  (Anderson) 
Hufftnan.  They  live  at  Dry  Ridge,  Ky.  They  have  three  children; 

1.  George  Samuel  Hendricks,  h  Nov.  1,  I927,  Franklin,  Kyj 

2.  Nathan  Fug.ua  Hendricks,  h  May  7,  I929,  Franklin,  Ky; 

3.  William  Anderson  Hendricks,  h  Apr.  6,  I9II,  Franklin,  Ky. 

9-  Elijah  Coleman  Hendricks,  son  of  James  S.  and  Sarah  Jacq.ueline 
(Coghlll)  Hendricks,  was  h  Aug.  4,  1889,  Simpson  Co.  Ky.  He  md  Sept. 

1918,  Annie  Vawter,  who  was  b  Apr.  I3,  1887^  ThompkinsvlUe,  Ky. 

She  was  the  dau  of  Joseph  T.  and  Nancy  0.  (Dubree)  Vawter.  They  live 
at  Evansville,  Ind.  and  have  three  children; 

1.  Joseph  Vawter  Hendricks,  md  Martha  Frances  Barnes.  They  have 
two  children;  1.  Jane  Ann  Hendricks,  b  Sept.  16,  1944;  2.  Betty  Jo 
Hendricks,  b  Nov.  7^  1945^  Lexington,  Ky.  Jos.  V.  Hendricks  was  b  May 

1921,  Franklin  Co.  Ky.,  and  md  Nov.  6,  1943.  His  wife  was  b  Dec. 

'^}  1921.  She  was  the  dau  of  Garnett  Smith  and  Mary  Louise  (Thompson) 
Barnes.  They  live  in  Lexington,  Ky.  where  he  is  a  merchant. 

2.  Nancy  O'Bree  Hendricks  was  b  May  7,  I925.  She  is  a  R.N.,  Good 
Samaritan  Hospital,  Lexington,  Ky. 

Lena  Hendricks,  b  Sept.  27,  I928,  Owensboro,  Ky.,  md  Oct. 
30,  1946,  James  Edward  Brantley,  student  of  air  conditioning  and  allied 
subjects,  b  June  24,  I928,  Shawneetown,  Ills.,  son  of  Delmar  and  Jewell 
(Wright)  Brantley. 

10.  Anna  Catherine  Hendricks,  dau  of  James  S.  and  Sarah  Jacqueline 
(Coghill)  Hendricks,  is  a  teacher  at  Belfry,  Ky.  She  was  b  Jan.  29, 

1^91^^  Simpson,  Ky.  She  has  been  listed  in  'Vho's  Who  in  American  Educa¬ 
tion"  and  "Leaders  in  Education"  for  many  years  and  holds  a  Teacher's 
College  diploma  as  adviser.  She  is  at  present  a  member  of  the  Executive 
Board  of  the  Kentucky  Division  of  the  Department  of  Class  Room  Teachers 
of  the  N,E.A. 

11.  Theodore  Hendricks,  son  of  James  S.  and  Sarah  Jacqueline  (Cog- 
liill)  Hendricks,  was  b  May  26,  1894,  died  in  infancy. 

12.  Sarah  Elizabeth  Hendricks,  dau  of  James  S.  and  Sarah  J.  (Cog- 

Hendricks,  was  b  Apr.  l4,  1896,  Simpson  Co.  Ky.  She  md  July  5^ 

1922,  at  Franklin,  Ky.,  Chester  Van  Wert  Claypool,  contractor  for  dril¬ 
ling  operations,  who  was  b  Jan.  29,  I888,  Allen  Co.  Ky.,  son  of  William 
H.  and  Mary  Martha  (Whitney)  Claypool.  They  live  at  Owensboro,  Ky.  and 
have  seven  children: 

1.  S/Sgt.  Chester  Van  Wert  Claypool  Jr.,  b  Apr.  16,  I923,  Scotts- 

Awarded  air  medal  with  three  oak  leaf  clusters.  Distinguished 
Flying  Cross  with  1  oak  leaf  cluster,  G*C.  Medal,  Asiatic  Pacific  Theatre 
ribbon  with  7  campaign  stars.  Distinguished  Unit  badge  with  1  oak  leaf 
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cluster.  Personal  commendation  from  Col.  Hatfield^  Co.  T93rd  Bomb  Sq.dn. 

Has  to  his  credit  35  combat  missions^  39  trips  over  Himalayas  from  India 
into  China  and  about  2^000  combat  hours^  making  trip  around  the  world, 
from  Sallna,  Kans .  and  back  to  Salina,  Kans . ,  starting  on  Easter  Sunday, 

194-^+.  He  is  unmarried.  He  has  also  Personal  Commendation  from  Gen.  Ram¬ 
sey,  Co.  58th  Bomb  Wing. 

2.  Cpl.  James  Harrison  Claypool,  contractor  for  drilling  wells,  b 
July  24,  1924,  Scottsvllle,  Ky.,  unm. 

3.  Sgt.  Robert  Gordon  Claypool,  tool  dresser,  b  July  21,  1925^  Whites- 
ville,  Ky.,  md  Oct.  5^  19^6,  Clara  Myrtle  DeJarnette,  who  was  b  Feb.  6, 

1926,  Hancock,  Ky.,  the  dau  of  George  ¥m.  Coy  D  Jarnette  and  Clara  Arnold. 

They  have  no  children. 

4.  PM  3/CI  John  Coleman  Claypool,  b  Aug  l4,  1927^  at  Whitesville,  Ky., 
md  Oct.  12,  1946,  Marjorie  Hartlene  Vanover,  b  Hov.  20,  1935^  Owensboro, 

Ky.,  dau  of  Marshall  Eugene  and  Vlrgia  Ellen  (Loud)  Vanover. 

5.  Kenneth  Ray  Claypool,  b  Apr.  1,  1933^  Owensboro,  Ky. 

6.  Gerald  Dorris  Claypool,  b  Oct.  26,  1936,  Owensboro,  Ky. 

7.  Thomas  Wayne  Claypool,  b  Feb  I3,  1938,  Owensboro,  Ky. 

Chester  Van  Wert  Claypool  was  md  previously  to  his  marriage  to  Sarah 
Elizabeth  Hendricks.  His  children  by  the  first  marriage  were; 

1.  Mildred  Louise  Claypool,  b  Dec.  19,  1911^  Settles,  Ky.,  md  first 
Dec.  28,  1929 j  John  Charles  Helm,  Whitesville,  Ky.  One  child,  Darrell  J. 

Helm,  b  Aug  1930^  Owensboro,  Ky.  She  md  second,  on  July  27,  1937^  Harley 
Wilder.  He  was  b  Mar.  27,  1912,  Calvin,  Ky.,  son  of  Leonard  and  Ellie  (Jones) 
Wilder.  They  had  two  children:  1.  Jerry  Ray  Wilder,  b  June  23,  1939^ 

Owensboro,  Ky;  2.  Martha  Charlene  Wilder,  b  June  27,  19^2,  Owensboro 

2.  Jessie  Cameron  Claypool,  b  May  I9,  I916,  md  1st  William  Jesse  Crump, 
Dec.  25,  1936.  She  md  2nd  June  1,  1941,  Paul  Watson  Johnson,  who  was  b  Mar. 
29,  1913^  Hibbardsville,  Ky.  They  have  one  child,  Elizabeth  Ann  Johnson, 

b  July  27,  1943,  Charlotte,  1.  C. 

3.  Aaron  Fuqua,  son  of  Ambrose  Gordon  and  Jonlma  (Fuqua)  Coghlll, 
was  b  Sept.  7^  1853^  at  Franklin,  Ky.  He  d  in  Feb.  1931^  Auburn,  Ky. 

Aaron  Fuqua  Coghlll  md  Feb.  20,  1877^  Nancy  Wilson,  who  was  b  Dec.  5^ 
1855^  Auburn,  Ky.,  d  Feb  l4,  I921,  Dallas,  Texas.  She  was  the  dau  of 
Robert  C.  and  Eliza  Johnson  Wilson.  They  had  four  children: 

1.  Ella  Coghlll,  b  Jan.  21,  1878,  Auburn,  Ky.,  d  Feb.  7^  1939^  Auburn, 
Ky.  She  md  William  Henry  McKenzie,  banker,  who  was  b  Apr.  22,  1872,  and  d 
May  4,  1927^  Auburn,  Ky.  He  was  the  son  of  Thomas  B.  and  Mary  E.-  (Holland) 
McKenzie.  They  had  one  child: 

1.  Thomas  Aaron  McKenzie,  b  June  26,  I9OO,  Auburn,  Ky. ,  d  Dec. 

31,  1922.  He  md  Feb.  8,  1922,  Auburn,  Ky.,  Carrie  Morton,  b  Sept.  12,  I9OO, 
dau  of  William  Warren  and  Carrie  Kate  (Dawson)  Morton.  They  had  one  child: 
First  Lieut.  Thomas  Aaron  McKenzie  II,  md  Carolyn  Evelyn  Crouch.  They  have 
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on©  cliild^  Thomas  Aaron  McKenzie^  11^  an  Air  Co.,r^s  Bombardier.  He  was  b 
Feb.  8,  1923^  Aub\irn,  Yij.,  md  Oct.  1943,  at  Roswell,  N.  M.,  Carol  Evelyn 
Crouch  was  b  Mar.  29,  I926,  near  Johnson  City,  Tenn.,  dau  of  Smith  Gustane 
Crouch  and  Mary  Frances  Hill.  They  have  one  child,  Thomas  Aaron  McKenzie, 
III,  b  Sept.  -6,  1944.  The  decorations  of  Thomas  Aaron  McKenzie  U  are: 
Dist.  Flying  Cross,  air  medal  with  four  oak  leaf  clusters,  silver  star, 
purple  heart.  He  was  in  the  first  shuttle  mission  to  Russia  and  Italy,  his 
bunch  being  the  first  American  soldiers  to  set  foot  on  Russian  soil. 

2.  Cola  Co^ill,  dau  of  Aaron  Fuq_ua  and  Nancy  (Wilson)  Co^ill,  was 
b  Aug.  5,  1881,  Auburn,  Ky.,  d  Jan.  18,  1944,  Dallas,  Texas. 

3.  Ruby  Co^ill,  dau  of  Aaron  Fuqua  and  Nancy  (Wilson)  Co^ill,  was 
"b  Aug.  18,  1887,  Auburn,  Ky.  She  md  on  Mar.  11,  I908,  John  A.  Davies, 
salesman  for  Rice-Stix  D,  G,  Co.,  St.  Louis.  He  was  b  May  I3,  l882,  Lar- 
man,  Texas,  son  of  John  Hughes  and  Celia  (Cook)  Davies.  They  live  in 
Muscogee,  Okla.  and  have  one  child,  Nancy  Jane  Davies,  who  md  Russell  E. 
Koch.  She  was  b  Aug.  1,  I919,  Muscogee,  md  Feb.  26,  1940.  Russell  E. 

Koch  was  b  June  26,  I917,  son  of  Rudolph  Julius  and  Callie  (Russell)  Koch. 

4.  Robert  Gordon  Co^ill,  son  of  Aaron  Fuqua  and  Nancy  (Wilson)  Cog- 
hill,  was  b  Apr.  16,  I889,  Auburn,  Ky.  and  md  Sept.  8,  1914,  Chloe  Wadley, 
who  was  b  July  24,  1888,  Ellis  Co.  Texas.  She  was  the  dau  of  George  and 
Anne  Jeannette  (Potter)  Wadley.  They  live  in  Dallas,  Texas  and  have  three 
children: 


1.  Katherine  Davies  Coghill,  b  Nov.  27,  I917,  Dallas; 

2.  Elizabeth  Ann  Co^ill,  b  Aug.  30,  I921,  md  Sept.  l4,  1946  ,  Da¬ 
vid  Thompson,  banker,  who  was  b  May  5^  1915^  Dallas,  son  of  James  Edmond 
and  Berta  Lee  (Rawlins)  Thompson,  from  Trenton,  Tenn. 

3.  Robert  Gordon  Co^lll,  b  Aug.  6,  I925,  Dallas,  Texas. 

4.  Nathan  Ayres  Coghill,  son  of  Ambrose  Gordon  and  Jemima  (Fuqua) 
Coghill,  was  b  about  1856,  Franklin,  Ky.  He  d  Sept.  11,  I89I,  Topeka, 

Kans.  He  md  about  I889,  Lillian  Sophia  Wilburn,  who  was  b  Dec.  1861, 
Topeka,  Kans.,  d  Jan.  3I;  1918^  Nampa,  Idaho.  They  had  one  child,  Ambrose 
Gordon  Coghill,  b  1890,  Topeka,  Kans.,  d  Aug.  10,  I929,  in  Chicago. 

5»  Patty  Grace  Coghill,  dau  of  Ambrose  Gordon  and  Jemima  (Fuqua) 
Coghill,  was  b  Feb.  27,  i860,  McCracken  Co.  Ky.,  d  Mar.  28,  1924,  Simpson 
Co.  Ky.  3he  md  Feb.  27,  I877,  Simpson  Co.,  John  Peden  Snider,  farmer,  b 
Oct.  16,  1852,  Simpson  Co.,  d  June  4,  1942,  son  of  Charles  Price  and  Augus¬ 
ta  (Peden)  Snider.  They  had  11  children: 

1.  Charles  Hayden  Snider,  farmer,  b  Feb.  8,  1880,  Simpson  Co.,  d  Feb 
49;  1944.  Md  there  Jan.  16,  I908,  Lillian  Agnes  Brlzendine,  b  Sept.  27, 
1882,  Simpson  Co.,  dau  of  Thomas  Butler  and  Lucy  Jane  (Meguiar)  Brizendine. 
They  live  in  Franklin,  Ky.,  and  have  two  children:  1.  Ruth  Elizabeth  Sni¬ 
der,  b  Feb.  16,  1910,  Simpson  Co.,  md  Feb.  10,  1934,  Simpson  Co.,  Lucian 
Richards,  electrician,  who  was  b  Feb.  18,  I902,  son  of  Edwin  Lovin  and 
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Minnie  Lincoln  (Dixon)  Richards.  They  have  one  chlld^  Joseph  Henry  Richards 
h  Oct.  2Q,  19^3^  Simpson  Co.-Ky. , ’Chahles  Thomas  Snider,  h  Sept.  15,  1913^ 
d  Oct.  20,  1930^  a^nd  a  foster  son,  Carl  Ray  Snider,  h  Mar.  28,  I926. 

2.  Velma  Neely  Snider,  h  Dec.  26,  I88I,  Simpson  Co.  Ky.  md  Dec.  26, 

1904,  Simpson  Co.,  William  Henry  Johns,  farmer,  h  Oct.  1,  I876,  Simpson 

Co.,  son  of  John  William  and  Mary  Jane  (Dunn)  Johns.  They  have  two  children: 

1:  Robert  Reed  Johns,  farmer,  h  March  29,  1910^  Simpson  Co.,  md  Mar.  6, 

1931^  Franklin  Co.,.Mayme  Ruth  Wilson,  h  June  9;  1910;  Simpson  Co.,  dau  of 
Robert  Wilson  and  Lucy  Dawes.  They  have  two  children:  1.  Jack  Allen  Johns, 
b  Nov.  27,  I93I;  Simpson  Co.  2.  Elizabeth  Reed  Johns,  b  May  16,  1937;  Simp¬ 
son  Co.,  2.  Cpl.  John  William  Johns,  store  manager,  was  b  Mar.  26,  1920, 
md  Oct.  25,  1945;  at  Mountain  Home,  Idaho,  to  Helen  Jeannette  Moore,  who  was 
b  Aug.  25,  1922,  Simpson  Co.  Ky.,  the  dau  of  Walter  Smith  and  Lucy  Eva  (Dod¬ 
son)  Moore.  They  live  at  Portland,  Term. 

3.  Bessie  Black  Snider,  dau  of  John  P,  and  Patty  Grace  (Coghill)  Sni“ 
der,  was  b  Feb.  23,  l884,  Simpson  Co.  Ky.,  md  May  11,  I918,  Chas.  M.  Heady, 
farmer,  b  Nov.  29,  I868,  d  July  l4,  I926,  Hodgenville,  Ky.,  son  of  Zack  T. 
and  Mary  E.  (Mattlngley)  Heady.  They  had  no  children.  They  live  in  Atlanta. 

4.  Lillian  Leslie  Snider,  was  b  Aug.  I8,  I886,  Simpson  Co.  Ky.  She  md 
on  Dec.  24,  I906,  Simpson  Co,,  Thomas  Lester  Johns,  farmer,  b  Oct.  1,  1878, 
Simpson  Co.,  son  of  John  William  and  Mary  Jane  (Dunn)  Johns.  They  live  in 
Franklin,  Ky.,  and  had  four  children: 

1.  Cpl.  John  Henry  Johns,  farmer,  b  Mar.  26,  I908,  Simpson  Co.  Ky., 
md  Dec.  25,  1945;  Franklin,  Ky.,  Mrs.  Mary  (Dunville)  Haywood,  b  Dec.  22, 

1908,  Slaughter,  Ky.,  dau  of  Richard  Lee  and  Helen  (Jackson)  Dunville.  Cpl. 
Johns  was  a  member  of  the  famous  79'th  Div.  in  World  War  I.  They  had  one  child, 
John  Thomas  Johns,  b  Oct.  3I;  1946.  Mrs.  Johns  had  one  child  by  her  first 
marriage,  Helen  Anne  Haywood,  b  Slaughter,  Ky.,  Oct.  8,  1941. 

2.  MUdred  Thomas  Johns,b  Sept,  6,  1915;  Simpson  Co.  Ky.,  md  Dec.  25, 

1940,  Franklin,  Ky.,  William  S.  Harris,  son  of  William  and  Sarah  Ann  (Trim¬ 
ble)  Harris.  He  is  a  plumber,  born  Feb.  7;  1904,  Simpson  Co.  They  live  in 
Franklin,  Ky.,  and  have  two  children:  1.  John  David  Harris,  b  Sept.  2, 

1943;  Franklin,  Ky,,  2.  Phillips  Eugene  Harris,  b  Oct.  3;  1944,  Franklin, 

Ky. 

3.  Evelyn  Blanche  Johns,  b  Aug.  7;  1919;  Simpson  Co,  Ky.,  md  July 
18,  1937;  Simpson  Co.,  Ernest  Lewis  Carter,  farmer,  who  was  b  Sept.  I8, 

1916,  Logan  Co,  Ky.  He  is  the  son  of  Walter  W.  and  Maud  (Moore)  Carter. 

They  have  one  child,  Judy  Thomas  Carter,  b  Jan.  11,  1943;  Simpson  Co.  Ky. 

4.  Frances  Jean  Johns,  b  Jiune  1,  1922,  Simpson  Co.  Ky.  She  has 
been  in  the  Government  service  since  1941  and  since  April  1945;  has  been  a 
clerk  in  the  Regional  Director's  Office  of  the  War  Assets  Admr.,  Atlanta, 

Ga. 
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5*  Etta  Coleman  Snider,  dau  of  John  P.  and  Patty  Grace  (Coghill) 
Snider,  was  h  Oct.  J,  l888,  Simpson  Co.  Ky.  She  md  May  28,  I908,  in  Simp¬ 
son  Co.,  Sherwood  Hooper  Massey,  son  of  William  and  Fam;y  E.  (Hooper)  Mas¬ 
sey.  He  is  a  farmer  and  stockman,  h  Hov.  26,  1883,  Simpson  Co.  They  live 
in  Scottsville,  Ky.  Two  children:  1.  Ruby  Clayre  Massey,  b  May  I8,  I909 
Scottsville,  md  Robert  Lee  Jackson  Jr.,  Chief  of  Police,  Scottsville,  b  ^ 
Jan.  13,  1902,  son  of  Robert  Lee  and  Emma  (Whitney)  Jackson.  The  children 
of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  R.  L.  Jackson  are:  Sherry  Lee  Jackson,  b  April  21,  I929, 
md  Sept.  7,  1946,  Scottsville,  Morris  Grubbs,  b  Dec.  27,  I928,  son  of 
Harold  Porter  and  Esme  (Morgan)  Grubbs .  They  have  no  children  and  make 
their  home  in  Scottsville.  2.  John  Coleman  Jackson,  b  Aug.  12,  1941. 

2.  S/Sgt.  Sherwood  Hooper  Massey  Jr.,  was  b  Apr.  29,  I920,  Scottsville. 

6.  Paul  Douglas  Snider,  son  of  John  P.  and  Patty  Grace  (Co^ill) 
Snider,  was  b  Nov.  27,  I890,  Simpson  Co.  Ky.,  d  Dec.  I5,  I935.  He  md  in 
Simpson  Co.  on  Dec.  24,  1919^  Alma  Briggs  Caudill,  dau  of  James  and  Sarah 
E.  (Maguiar)  Caudill.  She  was  b  Feb.  26,  I889,  Simpson  Co.  They  had  two 
children:  1.  James  Douglas  Snier,  b  July  6,  I925,  Simpson  Co.,  2.  RFC 

B^riggs  Snider,  b  Sept.  11,  I927,  Simpson  Co.  Ky. 

7.  Myma  Kathryn  Snider  was  b  May  8,  1893,  Simpson  Co.,  md  Sept. 

3^  1931^  John  Earl  Gillum,  farmer,  b  Sept.  I9,  I889,  d  Nov.  20,  I936, 
Franklin  Co. ^  He  was  the  son  of  John  Henry  and  Lula  Bell  (Harris)  Gillxmi. 
They  reside  in  Franklin,  Ky.  and  have  no  children. 

8.  Henry  Aaron  Houston  Snider,  is  President  of  the  Faim  Bureau, 
Sampson  Co.  Ky.  He  was  bom  there  Oct.  23,  1895,  md  July  I5,  1916,  Simp¬ 
son  Co.,  Lila  Groves,  b  July  26,  I895,  dau  of  Taylor  and  Lynn  (Bryland) 
Groves.  She  was  b  Mitchellville,  Tenn.,  and  they  had  seven  Ch: 

Q  ,  Ea-tty  Lynn  Snider,  b  May  28,  1917^  Simpson  Co.,  md  on 

Dec.  2o,  1940,  Simpson  Co.,  Marvin  Thomas  Caudill,  faimer,  b  May  21,  I918, 
Smpson  Co.  He  was  the  son  of  James  Marvin  and  Lillie  Mae  (Wavrln)  Cau¬ 
dill.  They  live  in  Franklin.  One  child,  Lynn  Thomas  Caudill,  b  Nov.  6, 

2.  Douglas  Brundage  Snider,  Asst.  Mg.,  Farm  Corp.,  b  July 
10,  1918,  Simpson  Co.,  md  Dec.  8,  1940,  Pearl  Steele,  b  Nov.  I3,  I913, 
Narcissa,  Okla.,  dau  of  James  Perry  and  Nellie  Elizabeth  (Hall)  Steele. 

They  live  in  Franklin  and  have  one  child,  Elizabeth  Douglas  Snider,  b 
May  2,  I945. 

_  3.  Mary  Bernice  Snider,  b  Dec.  I7,  1919,  Simpson  Co.,  is  an 

anesthetist,  and  lives  in  Memphis,  Tenn. 

Margaret  Snider,  b  Sept.  23,1921,  Simpson  Co.,  md  Dec.  2, 
1939,  Simpson  Co.,  Hubert  James,  Asst.  Mgr.  Lucas  Seed  Co.,  Franklin.  He 
was  b  May  21,  I919,  Simpson  Co.,  the  son  of  Jesse  and  Essie  (Travelsted) 
James.  They  make  their  home  in  Franklin  and  have  two  children:  1.  Hub¬ 
ert  James  Jr.,  (Nlckey),  b  Sept.  5,  1940,  2.  Lewis  Houston  James,  b  Dec. 

19,  1944,  Franklin,  Ky. 

5*  Larvene  Snider,  b  Aug.  24,  1924,  Simpson  Co.,  md  Nov.  27, 
19^5,  Simpson  Co.,  T,  A.  Newton  Jr.,  Mill  operator,  Memphis.  He  was  b 
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Nov.  11,  1916,  the  son  of  T,  A»  and  Golda  Bell  (LeDuc)  Newton.  They  have 
no  children. 

6.  Gene  Houston  Snider,  h  Sept,  I9,  1929 ^  Simpson  Co.  Ky. 

7.  David  Snider,  b  Apr.  11,  19^0,  Simpson  Co.,  d  Nov.  27, 

1944. 


9.  Mary  Barlow  Snider,  dau  of  John- P.  and  Patty  Grace  (Coghill) 
Snider,  was  b  Dec.  I5,  1897^  Simpson  Co.,  md  1st  Dec.  24,  1919^  in  Simpson 
Co.,  Floyd  Lawrence  Bennett,  b  July  26,  1897^  Macon  Co.,  Tenn.,  son  of  John 
Franklin  and  Eliza  (Cothron)  Bennett.  They  had  one  foster  son,  Johnny  Dun¬ 
can  Bennett,  foot  ball  coach,  b  Feb.  28,  1920,  md  Aug.  30,  1941,  Clara  Ball 
Brake,  dau  of  Wm.  Noel  and  Magdalene  (Baldwin)  Brake.,  Auburn,  Ky.  She  was 
b  March  23,  1923*  They  have  two  childrens  1.  Johnny  Brake  Bennett;  2. 
Robert  Ellis  Bennett,  twins,  b  June  3,  1942, 

Maiy  Barlow  Snider  md  2nd  on  March  28,  1945,  Loughlin  Reilly  He¬ 
trick,  b  Oct.  18,  1887,  son  of  Dr.  J.  A.  Warner  Hetrick  and  Lillie  S.  Evans, 
They  live  in  Atlanta. 

10.  Robert  Pendleton  Snider,  son  of  John  Peden  and  Patty  Grace 
(Coghill)  Snider,  electrician,  b  Jan.  30,  1901,  Simpson  Co.  Ky.,  md  Dec. 

24,  1924,  Orene  Adds,  b  May  6,  I906,  Franklin  Co.,  dau  of  James  Lewis  and 
Maud  S.  (Fowler)  Adds.  They  have  one  child,  Maxine  Snider,  b  Sept.  26, 

1925,  Nashville,  Tenn.,  md  Apr.  I9,  1924,  James  Edward  Myerhofer,  b  Aug. 

11,  1920,  son  of  Arnold  Rudolph  and  Pearl  Gladys  (McDaniel)  Myerhofer. 

He  is  Capt.  for  Western  Air  Lines,  andinland  Air  Lines,  subsidiary,  a  pilot 
with  full  responsibility  for  plane  passengers  and  cargo.  He  has  3,000  hours 
of  flight  time  and  about  500,000  air  miles  to  his  credit.  They  live  at 
Rapid  City,  S.D.,  and  have  one  child,  Joan  Elaine  Myerhofer,  b  Jan.  25, 

1945,  Burbank,  California. 

11.  Nellie  Gordon  Snider,  dau  of  John  P.  and  Patty  Grace  (Co^ill) 
Snider,  was  b  May  25,  1903,  Simpson  Co.  Ky.,  md  Jan.  20,  1930,  Edward  Not- 
ley  Conn,  electrician,  b  July  5,  1902,  Logan  Co.  Ky,,  son  of  Notley  Thomas 
and  Ella  (Ferguson)  Conn.  They  have  no  children,  and  live  in  Detroit, 

13.  Kezia  Fuqua,  dau  of  Aaron  and  Mary  Leake  (Ayres)  Fuqua,  was  b 
March  7,  I829  and  d  Jioly  24,  1833. 
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The  letters  which  follow  were  written  by  Major  George  T.  Peabody 
while  he  was  leading  the  resistance  forces  during  the  Japanese  occupa¬ 
tion  of  one  of  the  islands  of  the  Phillipines.  Death  came  suddenly 
to  him.  His  letters  end  abruptly^  he  having  written  but  the  salutation 
of  the  last.  Those  last  years  were  heroic  ones  for  him.  He  was  more 
than  sixty  years  of  age^  as  the  letters  explain. 

Major  George  T.  Peabody  and  his  brother,  Henry,  were  great  grand¬ 
children  of  ]yfe,ry  Leake  Ayres,  daughter  of  Kathan  and  yia.Tj  (Leake) 

Ayres.  This  Mary  Leake  Ayres  married  Aaron  Fuqua,  and  their  daughter, 
Mary  Leake  Fuqua,  married  Tompkins  Bradley.  Sarah  Ann  Bradley,  dau^- 
ter  of  Tompkins  and  Mary  Leake  (Fuqua)  Bradley,  married  Henry  A.  Pea¬ 
body,  and  they  were  the  parents  of  Henry  and  George  T.  Peabody. 

Henry  Peabody  never  married.  He  served  in  the  Spanish  American 
War  and  in  the  Phillipines  during  World  War  I,  and  afterward  went  to 
the  Phillipines  to  live.  He  died  there,  in  a  concentration  camp,  just 
before  V-J  Day. 

Major  George  Peabody,  his  brother,  was  visiting  in  the  Phillipines 
when  the  Japs  struck.  He  left  a  widow  and  son,  "Bud",  as  he  is  called 
in  the  letters.  Ysabel  and  Roy,  also  mentioned  in  the  letters,  were 
his  step- children.  ''Mother"was  his  wife,  Blanche  Peabody. 

The  original  letters  are  in  the  possession  of  Clarice  R.  Stipp, 
and  were  loaned- by  Henry  Jarman  to  Miss  Mary  Ayres  Wilkinson,  who  in 
turn  loaned  them  to  this  compiler,  who  well  remembers  hearing  Mrs. 

Amanda  (Bradley)  Smith  Montgomery,  an  old  friend  and  neighbor  in  Seda- 
lia,  Mo.,  mention  her  nieces  and  nephews  and  sister,  whom  she  often 
visited  in  California.  Mrs.  Peabody  was  Mrs.  Montgomery’s  sister.  Mrs. 
Henry  Jarman  gave  her  consent  to  the  use  of  these  letters  in  this  record. 
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The  copies  of  the  following  letters  are  from  Major  George^Peahody, 
written  to  his  family  in  California  while  he  was  in  charge  of  the  Free 
American  Resistance  in  the  Phillipines,  World  War  II. 


July  k,  19k2, 

Dear  Ysahel  St  Roy,  Mother  and  Bud; 

Can  keep  nothing  in  writing  now,  for  it  mi^t  fall  into  enemy  hands 
and  my  memory  is  no  longer  good  -  so  -  even  thou^  I  live  throu^  this  try¬ 
ing  time,  when  it  is  over,  I  will  he  unahle  to  write  you  as  I  hoped,  of  all 
the  places,  flowers  and  people,  mostly  "wild-folk",  who  have  made  up  my 
life  these  last  months  since. 

As  the  Bilaans  say,  "Takho",  I  have  been  lost  to  our  world.  Even 
Henry  has  not  known  what  has  become  of  me,  as  this  might  mean  danger  for 
him  and  to  any  who  mi^t  be  aiding  him. 

Two  months  ago  I  said  "adios"  to  the  staff  and  General  Vachon,  expect¬ 
ing  to  return  to  headquarters  in  about  three  weeks,  but,  by  that  time, 
according  to  all  the  information  available,  there  were  no  headquarters. 

Roads  and  trails  were  blocked  by  enemy  troops  and  numerous  bands  of  bandits 
in  league  with  enemy  forces.  And  it  was  necessary  to  "Tackbo"  back  into 
the  high  mountains. 

Later,  how  long,  or  just  what  date  I  do  not  know,  as  I  kept  no  record 
of  time  or  movements,  I  received  word  that  the  entire  armed  forces  of  the 
X.tJ.S*  A»F*E.E*  in  the  Islands,  with  the  exception  of  your  father,  had  sur¬ 
rendered  and  were  the  prisoners  of  the  Japs. 

Only  this  morning,  for  the  first  time  in  the  two  months  when  some  Moro 
Dato  also  'tackbo"  passed  my  camp  and  said  "It  is  the  Fourth  of  July."  We 
have  heard  that  Jap  forces  now  in  Malita  are  holding  a  "mock  celebration". 
They  have  left  us  for  some  unasked  -  and  so  unknown  destination,  as  it  would 
be  unsafe  for  both  themselves  and  me  to  know. 

Once  more  I  sit  alone,  gazing  down  the  Mulhulan  River  toward  the  great 
gorge  of  Biak  na  Bato  Cascades.  On  the  right  -  in  three  great  terraces, 
rises  Mt.  Matpad,  the  Bilaan  story  about  which  I  make  part  of  the  letter. 

I  hope  some  day  it  will  reach  you. 

It  seems  strange  that  the  army,  which  more  than  forty  years  ago  reject¬ 
ed  me,  then  only  twenty  years  of  age,  as  physically  imfit;  that  another 
twenty  years  later,  during  the  first  World  War  my  services  were  refused  on 
account  of  age  and  a  bad  heart;  and  now,  after  another  twenty-odd  years, 
this  same  U.  S.  Army  calls  me  to  her  service  and  gives  me  the  most  difficult 
physically  -  assignment  in  the  entire  operations  of  this  Foreign  Expedition¬ 
ary  Force  in  the  Far-east,  and  ranking  me  a  Major-Brevet:  past  retirement 


3T3 


eyes  bad^  sense  of  balance  gone^  and  endurance  almost  nil  -  I  have 
climbed  the  worst  mountains  of  Mindanao,  preparing  scout  patrols  for  a 
possible  emergency,  which  mi^t  call  for  movement  of  troops  over  areas 
still  marked  on  maps,  "unexplored". 

The  pa^n  folk  -  "Wild  People",  have  treated  me  with  great  coiirtesy. 
They  have  agreed  to,  and  generally  kept,  the  peace  among  themselves.  We 
have  as  a  side  issue,  solved  the  mystery  of  the  disappearance  of  certain 
groups  of  prisoners  sent  under  military  guard  to  be  delivered  to  prison 
c^ps.  Not  only  the  mystery,  but  captured  and  sent  into  trial,  the  sol¬ 
diers,  all  Philllplnes  guilty  of  the  abuse  of  the  old  Spanish  "Ley  de 
Fuga".  These  men  who  killed  the  prisoner  Japs  on  mountain  trails  just 
to  get  rid  of  them  were  confined  in  prison  themselves,  as  we  Americans 
do  not  believe ^ in  mistreatment  of  helpless  men.  And  then,  irony  of 
ironies,  the  victorious  Jap  army  released  all  the  men  held  in  prison, 
including  these  murderers  of  helpless  Japs  whom  I  had  risked  my  own  life 
to  capture. 

Now,  I  have  reports  of  torture  of  Americans  held  captive  by  the  Japs 
Including  my  own  brother,  Henry,  who  never  injured  anyone,  white,  black 
brown  or  yellow,  in  all  his  life.  Me,  they  have  said  they  will  kill  if^ 
caught.  Like  Mark  Twain,  when  his  death  was  reported,  I  hope  these  re¬ 
ports  are  "slightly  exagerated." 


Dad 


A  couple  of  weeks  later. 

Have  returned  via  this  camp  and  now  conditions  have  become  such  that 
I  no  longer  dare  to  take  a  chance  in  leaving  this  letter  to  be  discovered 
by  anybody  not  an  American.  The  last  few  nights  have  been  cold.  Cold, 
and  only  5'  from  the  equiator.  Three  days  past  an  American  "Mestilo"  tra¬ 
veled  throu^  these  mountains  and  was  discreet  enou^  to  broadcast  the 
news  that  the  Japs  in  Mallta  were  offering  $500  for  me,  dead  or  alive. 
Kiis  must  be  about  my  birthday.  Will  hide  this  Inside  a  bamboo  rafter 
in  hopes,  the  war  over,  win  or  lose,  I  can  retirrn  here  and  send  this  my¬ 
self  so  that  you  will  know  that  I  did  think  of  you  during  the  war.  Only 
had  one  chance  to  send  you  a  letter  -  by  a  U.  S.  Bomber  pilot,  by  way  of 
Australia.  Did  you  ever  get  it? 


feeling  very  well  -  have  a  garden  hidden  in  the  jungle.  If  some 
of  the  moi^tain  folk  to  whom  500  dollars  in  cash  would  be  a  fortune  do 
not  find  it  possible  to  reject  the  temptation,  maybe  I  will  be  able  to 
send  this  some  day. 

Just  today  I  have  Infoimation  that  my  orderly  has  been  picked  up  on 
the  mountain  trail  to  the  coast  and  that  two  Jap  columns  are  advancing 
into  my  mountains.  Am  just  writing  until  they  either  arrive  unexpectedly 
^  grab  me,  or  get  close  enough  so  I  will  know  which  way  to  run.  Adlos, 

I  n  _  ^7 


La.nipgson^  on  Bulol^  (I'd?),  Tandawanan^  9(?)  15 >  19^2. 

Sandra; 

December  8^  1941^  I  was  drifting  lazily  toward  Lais  in  a  native  tanca, 
over  the  peaceful  and  golden  waters  of  our  gulf*  Suddenly,,  a  dashing  white 
Motor  Cruiser^  came  above  mji"  not  distant  horizon*  It  flew  an  American  flag. 
As  it  approached^  a  young  officer  in  -white  called^  ”I4r.  Peabody,,  please  come 
aboard  at  once.’*  As  I  climbed  over  her  side^  he  handed  me  a  large  yellow 
envelope.  Yes,,  it  was  addressed  to  me,  but  how  DID  this  stranger  know? 

’Veil,  ”  he  replied,  *'I  just  thought  you  would  be  the  only  white  man  wander¬ 
ing  around  on  the  gulf  after  we  were  at  war." 

I  opened  the  letter.  Odie  signature  was  Col.  Hillman,  Commander  American 
Forces,  Daveo.  It  was  very  brief.  "¥e  have  been  attacked  by  Japan.  I  have 
been  told  you  are  willing  to  help.  Please  report  in  my  of flee... The  Captain 
has  Instructions  to  follow  your  orders,  but  to  bring  you  to  me  as  quickly  as 
possible. " 

¥e  stopped  at  Lais  a  few  minutes,  told  Heinie  the  news.  And  at  mid¬ 
night  walked  into  the  Colonel’s  office  -  to  walk  out  a  few  minutes  later  in 
full  charge  of  offshore  patrol  and  communcatlons  for  the  U*S.A, 

There  'was  not  a  gun  of  any  kind  on  board  the  ship.  Only  half  the  3^000 
in  Daveo  were  armed.  Already  Jap  planes  were  dropping  bombs  on  Daveo  and 
not  a  single  anti-aircraft  gun  in  the  place. 

Sixteen  days  later,  after  five  sleepless  nights  and  days,  was  awakened 
by  aircraft  engines  close  aboard.  I  jumped  to  my  feet,  a  Jap  sea-plane  was 
landing  on  each  side  of  my  boat.  It  was  Christmas  Eve,  about  midni^t.  ¥e 
were  in  the  narrow  strait  between  Samal  and  Tall cud  Islands  in  front  of 
Daveo,  Eie  dark  hulls  of  great  warships  blocked  the  entrance.  I  had  expect¬ 
ed  to  awake  a  full  100  miles  away,  O^ere  was  no  time  to  ask  questions. 
Thrusting  the  officer  away  from  the  wheel,  I  headed  the  boat  for  the  beach 
at  full  speed  ahead,  and  as  she  grounded,  we  jumped. 

¥hat  a  Christmas  Tree  LaneJ  Millions  of  fireflies  lighted  the  miles  of 
shore  line,  but  as  we  crashed  throu^  their  branches,  and  the  planes  roared 
into  action,  every  little  light  was  extinguished  and  Christmas  Eve  was  over, 
as  we  crouched  in  the  dripping  jungle, 

Christmas  Day,  Ho  stockings  were  hung  this  morning.  I  had  no  stock¬ 
ings,  shirts  or  pants.  All  day  we  lay  hidden,  as  planes  roared  overhead, 
just  clearing  the  tree-tops,  kept  searching  and  searching.  Another  day. 
Soldiers  3a.nded.  Great  guns  hurled  their  shells  into  Daveo  and  the  Incessant 
chatter  of  machine  guns  played  a  dirge  of  death  as  our  boys  in  Daveo  put  up 
a  fruitless  resistance  to  the  overwhelming  force.  How  could  we  ever  escape? 

In  the  brl^t  morning  of  December  27th,  two  men  and  a  small  boy  and  I 
walked  with  assumed  boldness  to  a  little  banca  drifting  aimlessly  with  the 
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tide,  pushed  it  into  deeper  water  and  started  paddling  for  the  main  land 
26  miles  away.  Under  the  frowning  guns  of  battleships,  besides  great 
transports.  No  one  paid  any  attention  to  the  four  brown,  naked  humans  who 
paddled,  or  pretended  to  fish  with  hookless  lines,  as  safety  seemed  to  de¬ 
mand.  Tired  to  exhaustion,  tired  and  burned,  as  darkness  fell,  the  breakers 
at  Santa  Crus  tumbled  us  ashore  on  a  beach  of  a  deserted  village  -  safe  - 
not  too  sound,  but  ohi  so  hungrey  and  thirsty.  ¥e  were  just  two  miles 
from  the  advancing  Jap  amy.  But  without  any  of  the  tiresome  details,  I 
awoke  24  hours  later  in  bed  at  U*S.A.F.F.E*  headquarters.  120  miles  from 
where  our  brave  little  dug-out  canoe  (banca)  once  more  drifted  listlessly 
with  the  tide,  -  perhaps  to  tempt  some  other  hopeless  adventurer.  I  went 

to  sleep  just  a  very  tired,  homesick  for  family  and  friends,  George  Pea¬ 
body. 


Dayli^t  disclosed  a  legend  romance.  Yoimg  American  officers,  had 
a  new  Buffalo  Bill  -  William  Tell,  or  what  have  you.  Had  I  only  known. 

Four  more  weeks  of  war,  mud,  filth,  deathj  we  were  scouting  a 
mountain  trail.  For  four  days  and  nights  your  friend  George,  now  known  as 
l^jor  Peabody,  had  waded,  swam  and  climbed  mountains  of  mud.  We  were  trail 
ing  over  a  steep  mountain  pass  in  pouring  rain:  time  had  ceased  to  be. 
Then,  suddenly,  we^ reached  the  top.  What  had  happened?  The  rain  had  stop¬ 
ped.  ^ Bright  sunshine  lighted  a  clean  little  plot  of  grass,  in  the  center 
of  which  stood  a  brave  Dapdap  tree,  covered  with  its  crimson  blossoms. 

The  ground  beneath  was  carpeted  with  crimson  and  green  and  our  trail  into 
the  jungle  was  likewise  covered  where  the  wind,  like  fairies,  had  strewn 
it  with  a  beautiful  red  cover . 

As  we  stumbled  on  our  way,  it  seemed  as  though  some  of  the  weari¬ 
ness  left  our  numbed  leggs.  Perhaps,  who  knows,  just  beyond  the  next  curve, 
another  step  might  lead  to  Paradise  on  this  crimson  carpet. 

This  was  to  be  my  first  trip  to  Lais  since  the  war  started.  What 
would  I  find?^  It  was  just  after  midnl^t  when  we  climbed  out  of  the  last 
mud-hole  by  Kiama's  store.  Kiama,  you  may  remember,  is  the  old  Chino  who 
gave  me  a  fine  little  bronze  treasure  chest.  All  was  dark.  I  called  and 
pounded  the  door.  At  last  it  opened,  just  a  crack,  and  one  tiny  ray  of 

li^t  shown  in  my  face.  In  another  instant,  the  door  burst  open  and  I 

was  in  Kiama's  arms  -  and  the  staid  old  man  was  kissing  me  on  both  cheeks, 
meantime  bubbling,  "You  livei  The  Japs  did  not  kill  youi" 

He  started  a  fire,  brought  out  his  last  bottle  of  whiskey,  which 
he  had  saved  for  Mr.  George,  who  he  knew  was  certain  to  return  seme  night, 
tired  and  hungry.  Then  later,  Kiama  said,  "After  the  Japs  reported  kill¬ 
ing  you  on  Samal,  I  just  never  thought  of  taking  a  drink  again." 

Later,  after  some  sleep  and  rest,  I  walked  out  the  door  of  my  room 
at  Lais.  The  place  was  deserted  and  Heinie  had  been  taken  away  by  friends, 

I  discovered,  but  there  were  two  Jap  ships  lying  in  front  of  the  planta¬ 
tion.  And  a  landing  party  was  coming  ashore.  It  was  time  for  me  to  be  on 
my  way. 
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Three  months  ago  our  army  had  "been  defeated.  I  ¥as  on  a  lone  scouting 
trip  at  the  time^  and  no¥  seem  to  he  the  only  U.  S*  officer  aliTe  and  free 
on  the  Island.  '  I  have  "been  in  hiding  in  the  mountains  among  my  Bilaan  and 
Tagacuala  friends  with  a  price  on  my  head.  Just  in  case  sane  one  should 
collect^  I  am  asking  San  Francisco  to  find  your  address  In  my  files,  which 
are  hurled  some  place,  and  send  this  to  you.  Regards,  GTP. 


10=32-42 

Dear  Eveiyhody: 

Am  living  today  on  top  of  the  hipest  peak  in  the  Palaciales  Mts.  in 
the  house  of  a  Taqa,coala  Pagan.  If  it  were  not  totally  submerged  in  rain 
clouds,  I  would  look  down  the  slope  of  the  world  over  the  roofs  of  Lais, 
now  confiscated  in  the  name  of  the  Imperial  Army  of  the  Japanese  empire. 
Talked  with  a  man  last  week  who  had  seen  Henry  in  the  Jap  concentration 
camp  at  Davao,  He  said  that  Henry  seemed  to  he  well  and  had  plenty  to  read- 
and  lots  of  Americans  for  company.  I  seem  to  he  the  only  American  "Hacien- 
dero*',  as  well  as  the  only  officer  In  the  U*S.A*F*F*E.  not  locked  up.  I 
was  away  on  a  Hcouting  trip  when  the  Japs  in  overwhelming  numhers  attacked 
on  Carman  F©riy,  and  the  Amy  surrendered. 

For  six  months  I  have  lived  with  the  wild  folk  in  the  mountains  with 
a  bodyguard  of  six  soldiers,  -  four  Mohamedans,  one  pa^n  and  one  Catholic. 
They  are  all  good  hoys  and  good  shots.  My  false  teeth  went  to  pieces  and 
I  have  been  hare -foot  for  three  months.  Three  times  each  day  we  curse  rice, 
for  which  we  should  he  very  thankful,  instead.  Lots  of  fellows  have  no 
rice.  This  district  seems  to  he  hare  of  any  game  of  any  kind,  as  well  as 
fruit.  Rice,  which  the  Japs  greatly  desire,  is  plentiful  here. 

The  Japs  have  now  Increased  the  price  on  my  head  to  1,500  pesos,  dead 
or  alive.  And  some  one  may  collect  before  the  U,  S.  'Havy  arrives.  Must 
make  a  patrol j  that  is,  I  feel  it  is  the  thing  to  do,  to  the  Coast  tomorrow. 
So  will  leave  this  note  with  another  to  he  sent  to  you  when  the  mall  comes 
a^in.  The  last  time  when  we  ventured  to  the  Coast,  the  Japs  passed  within 
fifty  feet  of  us,  hut  failed  to  see  us.  I  hope  to  pick  up  a  radio  some 
place  this  trip.  Got  one  last  trip,  hut  the  Japs  had  wrecked  it  beyond  re- 
;^ir.  I  would  like  some  news.  Am  keeping  very  well  ~  perhaps  I  should  say 
"Am  very  well"  instead.  For  I  am  not  "keeping  very  well"  at  all.  Ten 
months  of  war;  your  once  yoimg  62-year-old-relatlve  -  legs  about  played 
out,  teeth  gone,  big  dew-laps  hanging  on  each  cheek  -  is  rather  a  useless 
old  wreck. 

I  do  have  six  strong,  yoimg,  loyal  men  who  have  traveled  these  ten 
months  with  me  and  who  will  he  of  tremendous  value  to  our  soldiers,  or 
Havy,  If  and  when  they  do  come.  And  I  am  fearful  If  I  do  quit,  or  break 
my  neck  one  of  these  days,  they  will  stay  too  long  in  our  place,  or  their 
desire  for  action  and  revenge  will  lead  than  to  their  needless  death.  So, 
we  will  Just  keep  on  walking,  and  organize  the  wild  folk  as  we  go,  for  the 
protection  of  our  carcasses  -  and  their  mountains,  from  the  Japs  and  the 
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marauding  bands  of  Phillipine  traitors . 

My  six  soldiers  are  greatly  interested  in  Bud,  the  Major's  Son,  who 
build.s  airplanes  for  our  army.  And  the  daughter  of  the  Major,  who  is 
married  to  a  dentist.  They  ask  endless  questions  about  you  both.  Now  I 
have  them  switched  to  telling  me  stories  -  Pagan  or  Arabic  stories.  And 
I  will  have  a  lot  to  relate  to  you  if  the  Japs  do  not  succeed  in  buying 
the  old  bean  to  be  exhibited  to  any  officer  of  the  Imperial  Army  of  Japan, 
as  the  notice  reads. 


note  books  kept  during  the  war  have  been  buried  in  a  tin  box 
with  instructions  to  be  sent  to  you,  if,  as,  and  when. 

Adios,  with  much  love  to  you  all.  Dad. 


10-20-42 


Sandra : 

This  mountain  top  upon  which  I  sit  took  its  name  from  the  most  pecu¬ 
liar  and  interesting  tree  of  the  flowering  type.  I  wouldn't  tell  you  its 
n^e  until  this  war  is  over,  as  the  Japs  might  capture  this  note  as  they 
did  the  first  letter  I  wrote  you  and  your  family,  after  the  war  started. 
At  that ^ time,  they  only  offered  a  miserable  500  dollars  for  my  head.  Now 
the  notice  reads;  "To  anyone  capturing  Major  George  T.  Peabody,  or  any¬ 
one  exhibiting  the  head  of  said  Major  Peabody  to  the  officers  of  the 
Imperial  Japanese  Army,  will  be  paid  the  sum  of  15,000  pesos."  Could  you 

ever  have  thought  the  ugly  old  thing  worth  that  much?  Now,  even  less 
than  over. . 


Ten  months  of  treacherous  mountain  trails,  and  war  and  other  thou¬ 
sands  of  sleepless  hours  may  have  been  legal  tender  for  the  title  and  rank, 
but  they  certainly  left  the  old  man  about  as  worthless  as  a  badly  used  car, 
second  hand,  third  hand,  or  even  fourth  hand.  Yet  I  am  still  well. 

My  last  note  to  you  was  written  about  three  weeks  ago.  This  will  be 
placed  with  it  and  mailed  to  you  after  the  war'  is  histoiy. 

I  wish  you  could  meet  my  body-guard  of  six  men.  Four  Mohammedans,  one 
pagan  and  one  Catholic.  All  fine,  loyal  fellows  who  watch  over  and  wait 
on  their  old  man,  (the  pagan  word  for  it  is  baklog)  Major  like  he  was  a 
combination  of  precious  stones,  sugar  and  lard.  Salt  is  too  precious  here 

to  make  the  comparison  with,  -  subject  to  theft,  destruction  by  water  or 
fire. 


I  heard  one  of  the  pagans  talking  to  these  boys  of  mine  Just  a  few 
days  ago  and  they  agreed  "that  all  of  us  should  die  rather  than  that  the 
old  Major  be  killed.  The  man  talking  was,  -  well,  do  you  remember  a 
story  I  told  you  once  about  a  sick  man  I  found  in  the  Jungle?  About  an 
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old^  crooked-leg  slave  he  gave  me^  and  the  iDeautlful  kris^  with  a  handle 
of  pure  gold^  set  with  gemS;  that  he  carried?  The  soldier  talking  was  that 
man's  son.  And  as  I  write_j  he  sits  at  my  feet^  polishing  the  silver  inlaid 
blade^  and  tells  me  its  history. 

Amadon  Gasjar  is  the  soldier's  name.  A  thousand  years  ago  his  father^ 
of  the  same  name^  came  to  the  Phllllpines  from  Arabia  as  a  teacher.  He  took 
a  woman  of  the  Magindanos  Moro  as  his  wife.  Eventually^  becoming  rich^  he 
decided  to  see  the  then  known  world.  After  some  years  he  reached  Poland. 

And  there^  finding  the  most  famous  steel  and  metal  craftsman  in  all  the  then 
known  worlds  asked  him  to  make  the  grls^  the  very  one  Don  polishes  so  lov¬ 
ingly  this  morning.  It  is  as  perfect  and  bri^t  as  the  day  its  maker  placed 
it  in  the  first  owner's  hands^  ten  centuries  ago.  Well^  the  story  will  have 
to  wait  for  a  typewriter  or  a  personal  interview  after  the  war.  Adlos.G*T«P. 


11»4-42 


To  you  all; 

It  has  been  raining  for  six  days  and  ni^ts.  Our  shelter  is  only  that 
in  name.  And  it  is  too  cold^  as  one  of  the  men  expressed  it^,  "here  on  this 
mountain,  the  highest  that  I  have  ever  climbed."  Then  he  expresses  my 
thoughts  by  saying,  "I  am  so  lonely,  when  will  victory  come?" 

¥e  have  been  bombed  from  the  air  several  times,  but  so  far  have  not 
lost  one  man.  However,  the  morning  the  Japs  dropped  109  "big  1,000  lb.  bombs, 
4t  trainees  were  killed  while  letting  their  curiosity  get  the  best  of  their 
respect  for  orders,  -  and  watched  the  planes  make  their  attack.  One  bomb 
landed  within  fifty  feet  of  where  I  lay  in  a  shallow  trench.  When  the  tons 
of  earth  thrown  high  in  the  air  came  back  down,  it  buried  one  man  under  it. 
This  bombing  lasted  an  hour  and  the  land  around  the  camp  was  thoroughly  sub- 
soiled,  the  craters  averaging  10  ft.  in  depth,  and  15  to  20  ft.  in  width. 

The  Japs  have  proved  to  be  very  poor  shorts,  but  have  poured  in  overwhelming 
numbers . 

Today  I  remain  the  only  staff  officer  in  our  outfit  alive  and  still 
free,  thanks  to  my  pagan  friends  of  the  hi^  mountains.  Lady  Luck  seems  to 
live  in  my  camps.  When  she  moves  out,  it  will  be  adlos  to  all  of  you.  George. 


11_4_42. 


Folks ; 

Returned  from  the  patrol  to  the  coast,  alive.  Did  not  get  a  chance  to 
leave  this  letter  as  a  bunch  of  Phillipino  volunteers  got  too  close,  in  too 
great  numbers,  to  face  with  my  small  force.  So  we  retreated  to  the  jungle, 
and  back  to  our  mountain  hideout. 
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After  we  arrived,  two  of  my  "boys  captiired  a  Jap  spy  who  was  looking 
for  that  Major  Peabody".  He  was  too  close  to  camp  for  our  comfort.  And 
one  of  the  boys,  a  Moro,  told  me  without  details  that  the  Jap  would  not 
report  to  his  boss. 

Am  going  back  to  the  coast  if  it  ever  stops  raining  as  it  has  for  the 
last  week,  day  and  night.  I  hope  Mother  is  in  good  health  and  enloyine; 
life.  Much  love  to  all.  Dad 


Dear  Folks: 

Looking  back  over  a  year  of  war,  -  if  this  war  had  not  developed  Hen¬ 
ry  and  I  would  have  been  in  good  financial  condition  now.  In  the  three 
months  preceding  the  war,  we  had  paid  three  years '  taxes  that  had  been 
allowed  to  go  delinquent;  paid  more  than  $3,000  on  the  debts,  and  donated 
to  Mrs.  Woods  a  trip  to  the  U,  S.  to  escape  the  war  that  seemed  certain. 
(This  was  done  for  the  sake  of  her  mother).  Hot  a  cent  remained  in  the 
accoimt . 


I  left  to  enter  the  war  with  500p  in  my  pocket,  a  dollar  a  year  man 
with  no  cash  expense  account.  And  the  last  2500p,  borrowed  from  my  order¬ 
ly,  is  down  to  two  p. 

This  bri^t  morning,  although  the  wild  folk  are  feeding  me  and  my 
boys,  since  March  we  had  had  no  contact  with  the  aimy  commissary.  Heinie 
was  sent  to  the  Jap  concentration  camp,  where  they  supply  the  prisoners 
with  rice  and  water.  But  they  have  to  buy  the  fuel  with  which  to  cook 
the  rice.  Several  of  Henry's  wealthy  friends  are  confined  in  the  same 
camp.  And  I  understood  from  a  Spanish  friend  who  is  out,  but  seems  to  be 
able  to  visit  the  camp  at  will,  that  about  a  dozen  Americans  and  Canadians 
have  pooled  their  resources,  their  rice  and  water,  and  conduct  a  mess. 

I  think  all  my  officers  except  Gen.  Vachon's  staff  of  k'J  men  who  were 
flown  to  Australia,  are  in  the  same  camp.  Had  I  not  been  20  miles  away 
from  Malabay  at  the  time  of  the  Carman  defeat, and  had  not  only  Japs  all 
around  me,  but  also  the  60,000  Japs  facing  our  lk,000  -  (and  still  are),  I 
would  have  been  taken  to  Australia  with  the  rest  of  the  staff.  As  it  is 
U.  S.  Planes  have  dropped  notices  for  me  all  over  these  mountains.  But 
there  are  no  possible  means  of  communication  with  anybody. 


Last  night  our  Ho.  1  traitor,  an  American  Hestizo,  who  is  trying  to 
collect  the  bonus  for  my  head,  came  to  the  house  in  which  I  was  asleep 
and  called  out,  "George,  come  out  here."  Just  then,  in  the  dark,  he  fell 
oyer  a  native  dog,  sleeping  by  my  door  and  it  yelled  bloody  murder  and 
Jim  ran  into  the  jungle.  Two  of  my  boys  and  I  searched  for  him  for  an 
hour  or  so  without  success.  Today  all  the  boys  are  on  a  search  for  him, 
with  orders  to  kill  him  on  sl^t.  I  sent  word  to  his  father,  an  old 
friend  in  a  concentration  camp,  that  I  was  going  to  have  to  kill  Jim.  The 
father  and  Henry  are  in  the  same  camp. 
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Datu  Loguina^  wlio  is  feeding  us  now,  just  trougjat  me  three  eggs  that 
had  refused  to  hatch.  HoweTer^  they  seem  to  like  them  that  way^  and  they 
live  so  close  to  starvation  much  of  the  time  for  many  years  that  they  sel¬ 
dom  waste  anything.  To  offset  the  eggs,  his  pretty  little  daughter  had 
just  brought  me  some  wild  jungle  fruit  which  is  very  nice. 

The  little  smear  of  hlood  is  not  from  a- wound,  hut  merely  a  cut  thumb. 
I  am  very  proud  that  in  all  the  eleven  months  of  guerilla  warfare,  I  have 
not  lost  a  man  nor  had  one  wounded.  Have  not  heard  from  the  last  patrol, 
though . 

Am  alone  today,  so  far  as  the  soldiers  are  concerned.  However,  the 
Loguina  sits  in  my  window  making  me  a  bamboo  holder  for  my  needles,  thread 
and  buttons  sent  me  by  a  Chino  friend. 

Dad 


Folks : 


11-8-42 


Leaving  in  a  few  days  on  a  thousand  mile  trip  in  a  little  More  vinta 
to  keep  a  tryst  with  the  U„  S.  Navy.  Am  taking  two  of  my  Morro  body-guard 
and  two  more  sailors.  If  we  make  the  grade,  will  have  Henry  out  by  Christ¬ 
mas.  If  not,  just  give  your  wary  old  man  credit  for  doing  the  best  he  could. 
I  think  it  was  Vicki  Baum,  who  in  one  of  her  Chinese  books  had  a  character 

say,  "Better  a  dog  in  peace  than  a  man-- - at  war,"  How  trueJ  When  I  get 

back  I  can  tell  your  and  Ysabel's  children  the  most  amazing,  and  as  your 
mother  would  say,  "fictional"  stories  of  luck  you  ever  heard. 

Dad, 


And  it  is  Friday  and  the  Llmoken  bird,  the  bird  of  all  omens,  sang  this 
morning.  Dad. 


11-9-1942 


My  dear  Harry; 

Dreamed  about  you  last  night.  Thou^t  that  in  some  unknown  way  I  had 
escaped  from  this  war  and  was  sitting  with  you  before  a  cheerful  fire  in  your 
home  in  Balboa.  As  you  mixed  the  drinks,  you  told  me  a  most  amazing  story 
of  one  of  the  products  of  peace,  when  all  the  world  is  engulfed  in  relentless 
war.  You  had  discovered  the  cause,  and  a  simple  remedy  for  the  citrus  June 
drop,  that  causes  a  lot  of  millions  of  dollars  of  loss  in  Southern  California 
each  year. 

You  had  found  that  it  was  a  deficiency  in  the  starch  content  of  the 
wood  in  the  orown  of  the  trees,  the  content  being  greater  in  the  trunk  where 
the  fruit  "set"  on  twigs  did  not  drop.  While  the  shortage  of  starch  increas¬ 
ed  to  almost  nothing  as  you  tested  the  wood  in  the  fruit-bearing  branch  which 
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carried  most  of  the  crop,  more  than  half  of  which  fell  in  June.  You  fo\md 
that  the  drop  was  much  less  from  trees  on  the  outside  rows,  where  they 
felt  every  breeze  that  blows,  and  where  the  starch  content  in  the  top  wood 
was  almost  the  same  as  in  the  trunk. 


Could  it  be  the  lack  of  branch  movement  caused  by  wind?  With  this 
thought  you  remember  the  "Strowbridge  wind  machine"  that  Frank  thought 
would  prevent  frost  damage?  In  orchards  where  it  had  been  used  it  was 
found  that  the  trees  close  to  the  wind  machine  had  reacted  in  the  same 
manner  as  had  the  outside  rows.  To  carry  the  experiment  a  step  further 
you  and  Frank  then  placed  the  machine  in  a  grove  sircrounded  by  a  thick 
wind -breeze  and  in  which  grove  June  drop  was  very  severe.  The  result  was 
that  by  June,  with  Intermittent  use  of  the  machine  during  Fall,  Winter  and 
Spring,  the  wood  content  was  most  amazing,  and  June  drop  was  very  slight. 
Wind,  or  rather  lack  of  wind  -  as  the  comtry  built  up  solid  with  groves  - 
wind  was  the  cure. 

As  you  talked,  I  was  thinking  about  cocoanut  palms.  Our  heaviest 
bearing  palms  were  the  outside  rows  along  the  beach.  Our  poorest  palms 
were  in  a  little  cove  where  wind  was  seldom  felt,  and  many  young  nuts 
fell,  as  they  increased  in  weight. 

The  difference  in  the  palms  was  veiy  great.  On  the  beach  side  of 
the  grove,  the  average  production  of  mature  nuts  ran  as  high  as  250  nuts 
per  year.  In  the  cove,  soil  and  water  conditions  being  the  same,  average 
production  was  less  than  10^  of  that  of  wind-blown  pains.  Maybe  you  were 
right. ^  I  know  that  palm  wood  does  carry  starch.  If  I  get  out  of  this 
war  alive  and  not  too  damned  old,  I  am  going  to  investigate.  Perhaps  wind 
avenues  would  do  the  trick.  Thanks  for  your  suggestions. 

I  was  called  to  Davao  by  the  army  -  U.S.A.F.F.E.,  on  Dec.  8,  1941, 
and  was  asked  to  take  chare  of  the  off-shore  patrols  and  communications 

without  salary,  as  I  was  past  compulsory  retirement  age.  That  afternoon 
we  started  going. 


On  the  night  after  the  Jap  fleet  entered  the  harbor,  I  was  in  Matti 
on  the  East  Coast,  when  the  telephone  on  the  desk  of  the  commanding  offi- 

^  elbow,  so  I  answered  it.  A  very  suave  voice  said. 
This  IS  Lieut.  Col.  Hashlmura  of  the  Imperial  Army  of  Japan.  I  am  start¬ 
ing  for  Matti  at  once.  On  my  arrival  you  must  deliver  to  me  an  American 
now  in  Matti  -  Commodore  G.  T.  Peabody."  (The  commanding  officer  must). 

I  promised  to  see  that  the  commanding  officer  got  the  message  and 
have  a  reply,  if  he,  the  Jap,  would  promise  to  wait  in  Lupon  till  the  offl- 
cer  could  return.  With  some  hesitation,  he  promised  to  wait  one  hour  and 
a  half.  It  was  then  5  P.M.  It  would  take  the  cruiser  to  make  the  run. 

That  would  give  me  four  hours  to  make  a  six-mile  hike  over  a  mountain  to 
my  boat,  then  cross  a  twelve-mile  bay,  and  out  into  the  open  sea. 

There  was  no  moon.  At  the  end  of  three  hours  we  were  ten  miles  at 
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sea.  Our  diesel  was  stopped  and  we  drifted  in  the  intense  darkness  till  the 
cruiser  passed  us  within  a  mile.  I  had  already  heen  up  five  days  and  ni^ts^ 
as  I  felt  the  officers  and  crew^  all  Phillipinos^  could  not  he  trusted  with 
the  joh  of  command  and  constant  lookout.  How  I  had  to  go  to  sleep. 

At  midnight,  just  South  of  Cape  San  Augustine,  I  called  the  Captain  and 
ordered  him  to  proceed  to  the  Sarangani  Islands,  about  100  miles  from  Davao. 
And  in  five  minutes  I  was  dead  to  the  world. 

Within  an  hour  the  crew  got  homesick.  Ihey  all  had  families  in  Davao. 
Just  before  dawn,  I  was  awakened  by  airplane  motors.  I  jumped  to  my  feet 
to  discover  we  were  in  the  strait  between  Teloud  and  Samal  Island,  ri^t  in 
front  of  Davao.  And  two  seaplanes  had  landed  on  either  side  of  my  boat. 

There  was  no  time  to  ask  questions  -  we  were  within  100  yards  of  shore, 
our  only  safety.  I  poked  my  fist  into  the  first  officer's  stomach,  grabbed 
the  wheel  from  his  hands,  and  heading  for  the  beach,  rang  for  full  speed  a- 
head,  calling  everybody  to  jump  when  she  hit  the  sand,  and  the  Captain  to 
smash  the  Injection  valves  on  the  engine  before  he  jumped. 

It  was  still  dark  enough,  and  the  trees  along  the  beach  were  covered 
with  great  fire-flies.  I  remember  thinking  of  Christmas  Tree  Lane  as  we 
sped  for  the  beach.  I  jumped,  running.  Must  have  taken  a  half  dozen  steps 
"on  air"  before  I  hit  anything  like  sand.  Then,  just  as  we  crashed-  into  the 
trees,  the  machine  guns  on  the  planes  got  into  action,  and  the  fire-flies  put 
out  their  fires. 

It  was  Christmas  morning;  Hone  of  us  were  hit  by  bullets  and  we  crawled 
into  the  jungle.  All  day  planes  roared  overhead,  looking.  While  Jap  patrols 
walked  the  beach,  afraid  to  go  into  the  j-ungle.  And  25  warships  lay  off 
Davao,  and  shot,  now  and  then,  into  our  troops.  It  was  certain  death  for  me 
to  stay  on  that  island.  The  Japs  had  already  put  a  price  on  my  head.  Davao, 
12  miles  distant,  was  surrounded  by  warships  and  20,000  soldiers  against  oixr 
little  army  of  2500  men,  all  ill -armed  and  no  aircraft. 

The  next  night,  four  of  us  attempted  to  escape,  in  a  banca  built  for 
two.  We  were  cau^t  in  the  glare  of  a  search- li^t  and  once  more  sou^t 
safety  in  the  jungle.  It  rained  all  night.  With  the  morning  sun  shining 
brightly,  I  decided  that  nl^t  time  was  a  poor  time  to  make  a  getaway.  So 
we  walked  across  the  beach  in  the  glare  of  day,  pushing  the  banca  into  the 
water,  slipped  in,  and  started  for  Santa  Cruse,  22  miles  away. 

All  day,  three  very  tired,  dirty  Moro  fishermen,  almost  naked,  paddled 
that  banca  throng  Jap  ships,  pretending  to  loaf  and  fish.  And  it  seemed 
too  close  for  comfort. 

At  7  P*M*,  we  landed  at  deserted  Santa  Crus,  just  three  kilometers 
from  an  advancing  Jap  column.  In  the  next  thirty  days,  I  traveled  3^500 
miles  by  auto,  horseback,  walking,  wading  through  swamps,  motor  boat  and 
swimming . 
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Gen.  Santos  tireveted  me  Major,  and  for  tlie  next  few  months  I  was  a 
Staff  Officer,  with  headquarters  Army  of  Mindanao.  A  sort  of  fictional 
legendary  figure,  according  to  the  tales  told  hy  the  younger  officers. 

A  combination  of  Buffalo  Bill  and  Hoover  the  G-man.  I  was  away  at  the 
coast  at  the  time  of  the  surrender,  on  patrol.  So.,  today,  I  am  sitting 
on  top  of  the  jungle  covered  mountain,  with  a  printed  notice  in  my  pocket 
that  reads:  "The  Imperial  Army  of  Japan  has  set  aside  the  sum  of  15,000p 
which  will  be  paid  to  anyone  capturing  the  Major,  or  Commodore  G.  T,  Pea¬ 
body,  or  to  anyone  exhibiting  the  head  of  Major  Peabody  to  any  officer 
of  the  Japanese  Imperial  Army." 

I  have  a  dozen  loyal  volunteers,  aimed  with  riot  guns.  We  fi^t  a 
little,  then  sleep  a  little,  and  spend  the  balance  of  the  time  curing  rice. 

A  kindly  old  Tagabcole  Pagan  gives  us  rice.  We  have  no  money,  so  we 
should  be  very  thankful.  I  have  been  wondering  if  the  offer  of  15,000p 
would  still  be  good  if  I  were  to  exhibit  my  head  to  a  Jap  officer,  but 
still  have  it  part  of  me.  But  my  boys  insist  that  Japs  do  not  have  much 
sense  of  humor  in  that  respect. 

I  am  leaving  this  with  my  old  Lais  foreman,  -  the  place  has  been  con¬ 
fiscated  by  the  Japs,  -  with  Instructions  to  mail  this  to  you  when  the 
mails  move  again  -  in  case  someone  might  collect  15  grand. 

meantime,  I  seem  to  be  the  only  American  out  in  this  open  air 
in  Mindinao.  We  have  no  news.  It  is  a  great  comfort  to  know  that  once 
I  had  a  good  friend,  "Harry. " 


Regards, 
George . 


Dear  Polks: 


The  End.  This  letter  never  written. 
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IX»  Peter  Leake  AyreS;,  son  of  Hatlian  and  ]fery  (Leake)  Ayres,  was  Id 
in  Buckln^am  Co.  Va-.,  on  Peb.  4,  1T8T»  He  md  Eleanor  Holtan  in  l8ll.  He 
Is  not  shown  in  the  census  of  l8l0  in  Buckin^am  Go.  He  is  shown  on  the 
personal  property  tax  lists  as  Peter  L.  Ayres,  with  5  slaves,  two  horses, 
one  poll.  A  Peter  Ayres  is  shown  on  personal  property  tax  list  of  Bucking¬ 
ham  Co.  1812,  with  1  slave,  1  cattle,  1  poll.  Kiis  must  he  Peter  Leake  Ayres, 
for  the  only  other  Peter  Ayres  we  have  listed  was  Peter  Ayres,  son  of  William, 
who  was  probably  not  as  old  as  21  in  l821.  [ttiis  latter  Peter  Ayres  md  1834, 

He  is  said  to  have  md  I8II,  but  in  I816  his  listing  shows  no  children. 

Peter  Leake  Ayres,  (Hathan,  Matthias)  is  mentioned  in  the  journal  of 
his  brother,  Matthias  Ayres,  in  I83O,  the  entry  reading  thus;  "Peter  L. 

Ayres  on  account,  $100.00." 

In  Buckin^am  Co.  archives  are  these  items;  "The  Sheriff  of  Buckin^am 
will  pay  the  written  amount  to  Peter  L.  Ayres,  12  Oct.  I818."  "Orders  that 
Peter  Ayres  be  paid  his  account  with  John  Poor." 

Peter  Leake  and  Eleanor  (Holman)  Ayres  went  to  Ohio  in  l833>  and  located 
near  Hillsboro.  He  d  there  on  Dec.  1,  1849,  and  she  d  Sept.  4,  1835*  Mrs. 
Jeans,  from  whom  I  got  the  records  of  the  Ohio  Ayres  descendants,  stated  that 
Eleanor  Holman's  mother  was  a  sister  of  William  Bradley,  and  related  to  Mar¬ 
tha  Hales  Bradley,  who  md  Nathan  W.  Ayres,  son  of  Rev.  John  and  Elizabeth 
(Bransford)  Ayres.  It  Is  not  known  whether  or  not  Eleanor  Holman  was  related 
to  Jesse  Holman  who  md  Martha  Ayres,  and  William  Holman,  who  md  Jane  Ayres, 
sisters  of  Peter  Leake  Ayres.  It  is  thought  that  they  were  probably  related. 

Peter  Leake  Ayres  was  a  mamber  of  the  24th  Reg.  Buckin^am  Co,  1835- 
(Wn.  and  Ifery  (l)  12;  193*) 

In  Register  of  Kentucky  Hist.  Soc.  Vol.  30;  P  100;  - "Peter  Ayres  to 
Eleanor  Holman,  Dec,  23,  1813." 

The  children  of  Peter  Leake  and  Eleanor  (Holman)  Ayres  were: 


1.  Robert  Hales  Ayres 

2.  James  T.  Ayres 
3*  Tandy  Ayres 


4.  Susannah  Ayres 

5.  Thomas  Burge  Ayres 

6.  Nathan  Ayres  (?) 


1.  Robert  Hales  Ayres,  son  of  Peter  Leake  and  Eleanor  (Holman)  Ayres, 
is  said  to  have  been  b  in  l8l4.  He  md  a  cousin,  Elizabeth  Hannah  Ayres,  b 
Oct.  17,  1817,  Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  dau  of  Col.  John  B.  Ayres  and  his  wife, 
Jferlah  Ford,  Robert  H.  Ayres  is  said  to  have  outlived  wife  and  children  and 
to  have  d  near  Eldridge  Mills,  Va.  after  I888.  Two  grand -dau^ters  survived 
him.  The  children  of  Robert  H.  and  Elizabeth  Hannah  (Ayres)  Ayres  are  list¬ 
ed  under  the  descendants  of  Go±,  John  B.  Ayres.  There  were,  as  follows; 

1.  ¥m.  Burette  Aya'es,  2.  Leroy  T.  Ayres,  3«  Soulle  Ayres,  4.  Mary  C. 

Ayres.  These  four  are  the  sixth  generation  from  Matthias  I  throu^  their 
mother  and  the  fifth  generation  from  Matthias  I  through  their  father.  Noth¬ 
ing  is  known  of  their  descendants.  ¥m.  Burette  Ayres  d  l840,  according  to 
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Leroy  T.  Ayres  d  1852^  Soulle  Ayres  d  1856^  and  Mary  C.  Ayres 
d  1889,  according  to  Mr.  John  M.  Hill. 

%  James  T.  Ayres  (Peter  L.,  Nathan,  Matthias),  was  h  Jan.  10,  l824 
and  md  Matilda  Reed  of  Kentucky.  He  d  in  Litchfield,  Ills,  on  Dec.  I9, 

1894.  They  had  several  children,  hut  the  list  as  given  may  he  incomplete. 

1.  Reed  Ayres  had  two  sons  and  two  daus  and  lived  in  Ramsey,  Ills. 

2.  George  A.  Ayres  had  two  daus.  He  lived  in  Springfield,  Ills. 

3*  Wilhur  Ayres,  long  a  professor  in  Depauw  University  in  Green- 
castle,  Ind.  Later  lived  in  Washington,  D.C. 

4.  Anna  Ayres. 

5*  Henry  Ayres,  Litchfield,  Ills.  He  left  a  grandson,  Ralph  Ayres, 
in  California.  sr  j  , 

We  have  notes  concerning  other  Ayres'  of  Litchfield,  Ills.  Mr.  \fei.  A. 
Ayres,  (Bill),  long  a  congressman,  stated  to  this  compiler  that  he  thought  he 
was  descended  from  Ayres  family.  His  statement  was  that  Wm.  N.  Ayres,  of 
Virginia,  had  a^son,  William  Warren  Ayres,  and  their  son,  William  Augustus 
Ayres,  h  Litchfield,  Ills.,  was  the  father  of  congressman  Wm.  A.  Ayres.  Some 
remarks  from  the  Kansas  City  Star  are  quoted:  "A  grand  old  warrior  died  in 
Washington  this  week,  -  a  man  whose  long  and  inspiring  career  could  serve  as 
the  perfect  pattern  for  a  public  servant.  William  A.  Ayres,  a  member  of  the 
Federal  Trade  Commission  since  193^^  and  before  that  a  member  of  Congress  for 
18  years,  passed  away  at  the  age  of  84 . . . throu^out  his  life.  Bill  Ayres  was 
a  true  Jeffersonian  Democrat,  an  unwavering  filter  for  the  public  good,  who 
never  compromised  his  high  ideals  and  principles.  Ayres  first  came  to  Washing¬ 
ton  as^a  congressman  in  1914,  and,  though  a  Democrat,  was  elected  to  the  House 
nine  times  from  a  Kansas  District  which  is  normally  a  Republican  stron^old. 

He  and  the  "Great  Commoner",  William  J.  Bryan,  were  close  friends,  and  Bryan 
once  listed  Ayres  as  one  of  the  half-dozen  men,  who,  in  his  opinion,  would  make 
a  good  President  of  the  United  States." 

3.  Tandy  Ayres  (Peter  L.,  Nathan,  Matthias),  md  Mary  Black.  He  was  a 
minister  in  the  Methodist  church,  and  d  1845.  In  the  History  of  Ross  and  High¬ 
land  Cos.  Ohio,  p  391,  we  read:  "Rev.  N.  T.  Ayres,  md  1843,  Mary  Black.  She 
was  b  July  12,  1825,  and  was  the  daughter  of  David  and  Lydia  Black,  of  Pennsyl- 
^nia,  who  went  to  Ohio  1837.  She  md  second,  Thomas  Rhoads,  of  Hillsboro,  0., 
lo4T.  They  had  three  children:  1.  Frank  T.  Rhoads  m  Anna  Terrell,  I872,  went 
to  Kentucky;  2.  Robert  G.  Rhoads,  married  in  Los  Angeles,  1876,  Laura  Gridly; 
3.  Cla:^  S.  Rhoads  md  Samuel  B.  Hubbs,  Paducah,  Ky.,"  Mrs.  Mary  (Black)  Ayres 
md  third  Wn.  P.  Bernard,  on  Nov.  23rd,  I853." 

Mrs.  J,  M.  Young,  of  Ft.  Worth,  Texas,  gave  the  writer  some  information 
concerning  the  descendants.  She  stated  that  Nathan  Tandy  Ayres  was  the  son  of 
Rev.  Nathan  T.  and  Mary  C.  (Black)  Ayres.  Rev.  Nathan  Ayres,  she  stated,  was 
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a  Methodist  preacher  and  died  at  the  age  of  21,  leaving  an  infant  son: 

Nathan  Tandy  Ayres  II  md  in  Athens ,  Tenn.,  Mary  Parsons  Atlee,  on  July 
9,  1667.  He  ran  away  from,  home  at  the  age  of  15  and  joined  the  Union  Army. 
Served  three  years  in  89th  Ohio  Volunteers  Inf.  The  children  of  Nathan 
Tandy  II  and  Mary  (Atlee)  Ayres  were; 

1.  Clara  Augusta  Ayres_,  h  June  10^  I869,  Hillshoro,  Ohio.  She  md  on 
Feh.  8,  1890,  James  Mills  Young,  of  St.  Louis.  They  had  three  children; 

1.  Mary  Louisa  Young,  h  Ft.  Worth,  Texas,  Dec.  21,  I89O; 

2.  Sara  Kathryn  Young,  h  Norfolk,  Va.,  Jan.  4-,  1894-; 

3.  Mary  Atlee  Young,  h  Nov.  I9,  I896,  d  Feh.  18,  I9I9. 

2.  Atlee  Bernard  Ayxes,  son  of  Nathan  Tandy  and  Mary  (Atlee)  Ayres,  h 
July  12,  1873^  Hillshoro,  0.,  md  on  Dec.  29,  I896,  Olive  Moss,  in  San  Anton¬ 
io.  They  had  two  children: 

1.  Atlee  Tandy  Ayres,  h  Aug.  2,  I898; 

2.  Robert  Moss  Ayres,  h  Aug.  19^  1899* 

Mr.  Atlee  Bernard  Ayres  is  an  architect  of  note,  and  Fellow  in  Ameri¬ 
can  Institute  of  Architects.  He  resides  in  San  Antonio. 

3.  Anna  Mary  Ayres,  dau  of  Nathan  Tandy  and  Mary  (Atlee)  Ayres,  was 

h  Jan.  29,  1878,  Hillshoro,  Ohio.  She  was  md  in  San  Antonio  to  George  Adrian 
Webster,  of  Madison,  Wis.  They  reside  in  Seattle,  Washington  and  have  one 
son,  Adrian  Atlee  Webster,  b  April  12,  I905. 

4-.  Susanna  Ayres,  dau  of  Peter  Leake  and  Eleanor  (Holman)  Ayres,  md 
Thomas  Marley.  She  d  young,  leaving  one  child  who  also  d  young. 

5.  Thomas  Burge  Ayres  (Peter  L.,  Nathan,  Matthias),  was  b  June  15,  I8- 
42.  He  md  Deborah  Jones,  of  Kentucky,  and  d  in  Hillsboro,  0.,  in  I906.  Deb¬ 
orah  Jones  was  a  sister  of  Margaret  Jones,  who  md  Edward  Ayres,  son  of  Walter 
and  Agnes  (Maxey)  Ayres.  Mr.  J.  W.  Ayres,  of  Harrlman,  Term.,  spoke  in  a 
letter  dated  Apr.  11,  I918,  of  a  visit  that  T.  Burge  Ayres  of  Ohio  made  to 
his  father.  Rev,  Nathan  Ayxes,  in  Palmyra,  Mo.  He  said;  "Peter  Ayres  had 
a  son,  Burge  Ayres,  who  was  a  distinguished  citizen.  He  also  visited  us  in 
Palmyra  before  the  war."  The  list  of  the  children  of  Thomas  Burge  and  Debo¬ 
rah  (Jones)  Ayres  is  incomplete  and  possibly  incorrect,  as  it  appears  in 
the  notes  of  Mrs.  F,  H*  Jeans  of  Hillsboro,  Ohio,  who  sent  most  of  the  data 
concerning  part  of  the  descendants  of  Peter  Leake  Ayres,  in  Oct.  1922; 

1.  Edwin  Burette  Ayres  had  a  son,  Edwin  Ayres,  Jr.,  and  a  dau.,  Byrd, 
of  Hillsboro,  0.  Also  a  son,  "Bern",  who  lived  in  California  and  a  dau., 
Hariett  Winter  Ayres,  of  Lynchburg,  0. 

2.  Suella  Ayres,  eldest  dau.  of  Thomas  Burge  and  Deborah  (Jones)  Ay¬ 
res,  md  Mr.  Huff enberger .  In  1922  she  lived  in  Hillsboro,  0.  She  had  nine 
children,  whose  names  we  do  not  have. 
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3.  A.  Mae  Ayres^  dau  of  Thomas  Burge  and  Deborah  (Jones)  Ayres,  never 

^  ^  ^922.  She  is  the  one  who  hS  letters 

from  Robert  Hales  Ayres,  of  Eldridge  Mills,  Va.,  previously  spoken  of,  whi¬ 
ch  gave  some  family  history. 

Effie  Ayres,  dau  of  Thos.  Burge  and  Deborah  (Jones)  Ayres  md  her 
ouble  cousin,  Hugh  Ayres,  son  of  Edward  M,  and  lyiargaret  (Jones)  Ayres. 

^eir  mothers  were  sisters  and  their  fathers  were  first  cousins.  Hugh  and 
Effie  (Ayres)  Ayres  had  a  son,  Edward  Ayres,  who  was  living  in  Springfield, 

^  f  ^fathan  Ayres  is  listed  as  the  son  of  Peter  Leahe  and  Eleanor 

(.HoOinan)  Ayres  in  some  accounts.  We  have  no  infoimation  concerning  him. 

As  stated  before,  there  are  many  discrepancies  in  these  accounts,  whi- 
clear  records  cannot  be  strai^tened  out.  Mrs.  Jeans  stated 
that  Miss  Mae  Ayres,  of  Hillsboro,  Ohio,  had  a  letter  written  in  1878  to 
er  father,  ^omas  Burge  Ayres,  by  his  brother.  Dr.  Robert  Hales  Ayres,  of 
Eldridge  Mills,  Va.,  in  which  he  said:  "I  called  last  week  on  Patsy,  daugh¬ 
ter  of  ^tthias,  who  was  a  brother  of  our  grandfather.  Also  on  Cousin  Jack, 
rS!  John  Ayres.  She  is  93  years  old."  The  grandfather  of  these  two, 

(Thomas  Burge  and  Robert  Hales  Ayres),  was  Nathan  Ayres,  and  Patsy  who  md  a 
LaSueur,  was  a  daughter  of  Matthias,  brother  of  Nathan,  both  of  them  being 
sons  of  Matthias  and  Elizabeth  (Hales)  Ayres. 

There  is  a  discrepancy  in  dates  here.  It  is  a  very  easy  thing  to 
ma  e  su^  mistakes^ in  copying  old  letters  and  manuscripts  which  have  become 
TftS  "the  ink  dim.  The  date  of  Robert  H.  Ayres'  letter  must  have  been 

"Cousin  Jack"  upon  whom  he  called,  died 

1.'  record  is  from  the  Ayres -Brooks  *  Bible,  owned  by  his  descen¬ 

dants  in  Buckin^am  Co.  Va. 

X.  Jane  or  Jean  Ayres,  (the  name  is  spelled  both  ways  in  the  Bible 
records),  dau  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres,  was  b  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va., 
^y  10,  1791,  ^supposedly.  The  date  is  dim  and  aimost  indecipherable.  In 

^  30,  p  100,  we  find  the  date  of  her  marriage  to 
illiam  Holran  was  on  Sept.  23,  1807.  He  is  said  to  have  been  a  brothter 

Holman,  who  md  her  sister,  Martha  Ayres.  Whether  they  were  relat¬ 
ed  to  Eleanor  Holman,  who  md  Peter  Leake  Ayres,  brother  to  Jane  and  Martha, 
know.  The  same  family  names  are  used  among  the  descendants  of 

all  three. 


In  the  census  of  I810  of  Buckingham  Co.  we  find  Wn.  Holman  shown  with 
male  under  10,  2  males  16  to  26,  2  females  I6  to  26,  3  free  colored  per¬ 
sons,  9  slaves.  The  list  of  the  descendants  of  William  and  Jane  (Ayres) 
Holman  was  furnished  the  compiler  by  Rev.  W.  P.  Hooper,  minister  of  High- 
la^  Presbyterian  Chur^.  Huntington,  W.  Va.,  who  has  the  old  Bible  of 
Nathan  and  ^ry  (Leake)  Ayres  and  partly  by  his  sister,  Mrs.  Eleanor  (Hooper) 
Ho^n,  Cartersville,  Va.  Mrs.  Judith  Eliza  Ayres  Hyde,  of  Dallas,  Texas, 
descendant  of  Moses  and  Judith  (Ayres)  Spencer,  and  also  of  William  and  Jane 
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(Ayres)  Holman,  also  furnished  part  of  the  inf omatlon.  Mrs.  Jane  (Ayres) 
Holman  d  in  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.  about  1845.  Mrs.  Eleanor  (Hooper)  Holman 
thought . 

The  Holman  data  we  have  comes  from  several  sources  and  may  not  he 
accurate.  ¥e  find  in  Douglas  Register  the  record  of  a  William  Holman  who  md 
Susannah  Thompson  on  Aug.  31j>  1T66  (?),  and -a  dau,  Sarah,  h  Aug.  1,  1T69» 
There  are  many  Holman  marriages  recorded  in  that  hook. 

In  the  Year  Book  of  the  Kentucky  Sons  of  the  American  Revolution  may 
he  found  the  record  of  a  Tandy  Holman,  who  received  warrant  ^4436  for  200  a 
of  land,  for  service  as  a  pvt.  in  the  Virginia  Continental  Line  in  the 
Revolution . 

Rev.  W.  P*  Hooper  is  a  Holman  descendant.  His  line  is  as  follows; 
Spotsford  Lewis  Moseley  m  Mary  Marshall.  They  had  8  children,  all  h  Pow¬ 
hatan  Co.  Va,  ^s.  Annie  E.  Moseley,  Danville,  Va,,  Is  also  a  descendant. 
Spotsford  Lewis  Moseley  had  two  brothers,  Edward  and  William,  One  of  them 
md  a  Miss  Marshall,  sister  of  J^fery.  There  was  a  sister,  Betsy  Moseley,  who 
md  Miletus  Brown. 

The  children  of  Spotsford  Lewis  and  ^ry  (ifershall)  Moseley  were; 

Permella  Moseley  md  B  njamln  Hooper,  Their  children  were  John 
Hooper,  Powell  Hooper  who  md  Willie  Ann  Holman,  Haney,  Dollie,  George  and 
William. 

Edward  Mosley  md  Haney  Chastain,  dau  of  Jacob  and  Judith  (Ayres) 
Chastain.  They  went  to  Hopkinsville,  Ky. 

Haney  Moseley  md  James  Moseley, 

Mary  Marshall  Moseley  md  John  B.  Ayres,  son  of  Rev.  John  and  Miss 
Bransford.  Col.  J,  B.  Ayi'es '  last  wife  was  Mariah  Ford,  dau  of  Boaz. 

William  H.  Moseley  md  E*  F*  Osborne. 

Alex  M.  Moseley  md  E,  Brown. 

Fannie  Moseley  md  Ambrose  Ford.  She  was  his  2nd  wife.  His  first 
was  Elizabeth  Holman,  dau  of  Hm,  and  Jane  (Ayres)  Holman. 

Enmellne  Moseley  d  unm.  at  l8. 

William  Moseley,  last  child  of  Spotsford  L.  and  Mary  (ifershall) 
Moseley,  m  Osborne  and  Gill. 

Mrs,  Jack  Rogers  of  Maysvllle,  Okla.,  states  that  William  Holman  md 
Susannah  Thompson,  Goochland  Co,  Va.,  that  he  d  1798,  and  they  had  two  sons, 
George  Holman  and  William  Tandy  Holman,  and  four  daus,  one  of  whom  md  John 
Burette.  She  says  that  in  Susannah’s  will  she  mentions  grandson,  John  Thomp¬ 
son  Holman.  She  states  that  George  Holman's  wife  was  named  Sally.  Mrs. 
Rogers  submitted  Bible  records  of  her  branch  of  the  Holman  family,  which 
seaas  to  descend  from  William  and  Jane  (Ayres)  Holman. 

The  children  of  William  and  Jane  (Ayres)  Holman; 

1.  Tandy  Holman  4-  Elizabeth  Holman 

2.  John  Holman  5-  Virginia  Holman 


389 


3 •  William  Holman 
4.  George  Tandy  Holman 


6.  Ann  Holman^  d  infant. 


1.  Tandy  Holman^  son  of  William  and  Jane  (Ayres)  Holman^  md  Judith 
Spencer,  his  cousin,  dau  of  Moses  and  Judith  (Ayres)  Spencer,  who  was  the 
dau  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres.  Tndy  and  Judith  (Spencer)  Holman 
had  six  children: 

1.  Willie  Ann  Holman  James  Holman 

2.  Mary  Lou  Holman  5.  Hartwell  Holman 

3.  Martha  Holman  6.  Ida  Holman 

1.  Willie  Ann  Holman  md  Powell  Hooper,  who  was  a  son  of  Benjamin 
and  Permelia  (Moseley)  Hooper.  Robert  Moseley,  of  Powhatan  Co.  Va.,  had 
a  son,  Robert  Moseley,  who  md  Mary  Bransford,  dau  of  John  Bransford  and 
Mary  Easter,  and  a  dau  Mary  Moseley,  and  a  dau  Patsy  Moseley  who  md  Wil¬ 
liam  Bransford,  son  of  John  and  Sarah  Easter.  John  Bransford,  who  md 
first  Sarah  Easter,  had  a  son  by  his  second  wife,  Abraham  Bransford,  b 
Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Dec.  I5,  I790,  md  first  Judith  Palmer  of  Palmore. 

He  md  second,  Elizabeth  Ayres,  and  is  said  to  have  moved  to  Alabama.  We 
do  not  know  the  antecedents  of  this  Elizabeth  Ayres.  William  and  Patsy 
Bransford  had  three  children.  A  son  of  theirs,  John  Bransford,  md  Eliza¬ 
beth  Marshall,  sister  of  Chief  Justice  Marshall. 

All  three  of  the  Moseley  sisters  had  descendants  of  Ayres  blood  - 
Permelia,  who  md  Benjamin  Hooper,  Mary,  who  md  John  Bransford  Ayres,  and 
Fannie,  who  md  Ambrose  Ford. 

Benjamin  Hooper  was  a  son  of  Col.  Hooper,  of  Buckingham  Co.  Rev. 

•  P»  Hooper,  as  previously  stated,  owns  the  old  Ayres '  Bible,  and  his 
sister,  called  "Ellie",  md  a  son  of  William  Holman  and  wife  Jane  Ayres. 

We  have  no  record  of  the  descendants  of  Dr.  Hooper,  or  his  sister.  Elite, 

or  any  further  record  of  the  descendants  of  Powell  and  Willie  Ann  (Holman) 
Hooper.  ' 


Rev.  W.  P.  Hooper  stated  this  ancestor.  Col.  Hooper,  took  up  Govern¬ 
ment  land  after  the  Revolution  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  His  children  were: 

.  Lion  Hooper;  2.  Stephen  Hooper;  3.  Benjamin  Hooper.  Benjamin  Hoop- 

Morris.  Their  children  were:  Mary  md  Robert  Hocker,  and 
had  «  Chilton;  Ann  md  King;  Betty  md  Mr.  Young;  Benjamin  Hooper  md  sec¬ 
ond  Permelia  Moseley  and  their  children  were:  John  Hooper,  who  md  and 
had  one  dau  Fannie  Powell;  Powell  Hooper  md  Willie  Ann  Holman;  Yancey  Hoop¬ 
er;  Dollle  Hooper;  George  Hooper;  William  Hooper. 

2.  Mary  Lou  Holman,  dau  of  Tandy  and  Judith  (Spencer)  Holman,  md 
Mr.  Jones.  We  have  no  further  Information  concerning  her. 

6.  Ida  Holman,  dau  of  Tandy  and  Judith  (Spencer)  Holman,  md  Sam 
ooker,  and  was  still  living  in  I923.  We  have  no  further  knowledge  of  the 
descendants  of  Tandy  and  Judith  (Spencer)  Holman. 
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2.  John  Holman,  son  of  William  and  Jane  (Ayres)  Holman,  d  young,  Mrs. 
Eleanor  (Hooper)  Holman  thou^t.  She  said  he  went  to  Alahama.  But  Mrs. 
Rogers '  record  says  that  John  Thompson  Holman  was  h  May  21,  l8l8,  in  Alhe- 
marle  Co.  Va.,  and  d  June  23,  I9OO,  near  Weimar,  Colorado  Co.,  Texas,  and 
that  he  went  to  Texas  l83T»  He  md  three  times,  his  first  wife  the  widow  of 
John  Shields,  the  second  and  third  wives  being  the  daus  of  Capt.  Jesse  Burn¬ 
ham,  and  wife  Tauperance  Hall.  He  had  fourteen  children.  There  were  two 
daus  named  Ida  and  Alice,  and  a  son.  Miller  Holman,  who  was  in  the  91s't  Div. 
during  the  First  World  War. 

3.  William  Holman,  son  of  William  and  Jane  (Ayres)  Holman,  md  first 
Louise  Browder  and  had  five  children.  His  second  wife  was  Wortly  Smith,  and 
she  had  five  children.  One  of  the  sons  of  this  William  Holman  md  Eleanor 
Hooper,  dau  of  Powell  and  Willie  Ann  (Holman)  Hooper.  In  I923  there  were 
but  two  of  the  children  of  William  Holman  living,  Henry  and  Annie  Holman. 

4.  Elizabeth  Holman,  dau  of  William  and  Jane  (Ayres)  Holman,  md  Amb¬ 
rose  Ford.  She  was  his  first  wife.  She  had  two  children,  Elizabeth  Ford, 
who  md  Dr.  T.  P*  Shields,  of  Ohio,  and  George  Ford,  who  died  at  the  Univer¬ 
sity  of  Virginia.  Dr.  and  Mrs.  T*  P.  Shields  had  the  following  chlldr'en; 

1.  Alfred  Shields;  2.  Bessie  Shields;  3*  Ruth  Shields;  4.  Jennie 
Shields;  5*  Richmond  Shields;  6.  Buretta  Shields. 

5.  George  Tandy  Holman,  son  of  William  and  Jane  (Ayres)  Holman,  also 
md  a  dau  of  Capt.  Jesse  Burnham  and  wife.  Temperance  Hall,  whose  name  was 
Haney.  She  was  b  l822.  They  had  seven  children,  of  whom  J.  A.  Holman,  of 
Comanche,  Texas,  was  the  oldest.  In  correspondence  with  him,  he  stated  that 
he  was  b  June  4,  1842,  and  spent  four  years  in  the  Confederate  Amy  in  Tenn. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Holman  stated  that  his  father,  George  Tandy  Holman,  and  his  bro¬ 
ther,  John  Thompson  Holman,  when  boys,  attended  a  little  log  school  in  the 
forks  of  the  Ann  and  another  river  in  Buckin^am  Co.  and  had  seen  as  many  as 
75  members  of  the  Ayres  and  Holman  families  there  at  one  time.  -  "Some  named 
Ayres  Holman,  and  SOTie  named  Holman  Ayres."  Mr.  Holman  spoke  of  a  cousin, 
Bui'ette  0.  Holman,  of  Mobile,  Ala. 

The  children  of  George  Tandy  and  Haney  (Burnham)  Holman  were; 

Jesse  Austin  Holman,  b  June  4,  l842,  Payette  Co.,  Texas,  near  LaGrange, 
md  Evelyn  Folts,  of  Colorado,  Texas,  on  Jan.  15,  1867.  They  had  seven  chil¬ 
dren,  as  follows; 

1.  Hettie  Burette  Holman,  b  Oct.  20,  I867,  md  1897^  Hilton  Burks; 

2.  Hannie  Earl  Holman  md  John  Cunningham,  one  son; 

3.  Jesse  Austin  Holman,  b  July  I6,  1875*  He  was  a  Colonel  l8th 
Reg.  of  Engineers  World  War  I,  d  Feb.  3^  1920; 

4.  Hed  Holman  md  Willie  Paine; 

5.  Hat  Holman  md  Golda  Kirk.  A  dau,  Lottie; 

6.  Lottie  Holman  md  J,  R.  Card; 

7.  Folts  Holman. 

We  do  not  have  the  names  of  all  the  children  of  George  Tandy  Holman. 
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Besides  Jesse  Auston,  he  had  a  son,  George  T.  Hohnan,  Glendale,  Califor¬ 
nia,  and  a  dau,  Charlotte  Holman. 

^6.  Virginia  Holman,  dau  of  William  and  Jane  (Ayres)  Holman,  md  Col. 
Gilliam,  of  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  She  had  two  children;  1.  William  Gil¬ 
liam;  2.  Lee  Gilliam. 

Ambrose  Ford,  who  md  first  Elizabeth  Holman,  dau  of  William  and  Jane 
^Ayres)  Holman,  md  second  Fannie  Moseley,  dau  of  Spotsford  L.  and  Mary 
(Marshall)  Moseley,  and  sister  to  Mary  Marshall  Moseley  who  md  Col.  John 
.  Ayres,  as  his  second  wife,  his  first  being  Maria  Ford,  and  to  Permelia 
Moseley,  who  md  Benjamin  Hooper.  The  children  of  Ambrose  and  Fannie 
(Moseley)  Ford  were;  Boaz  Ford;  Burette  Ford;  Ambrose  Ford;  Sam  Ford. 

^XI,  Martha  Ayres,  dau  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres,  was  b  in 
Buckingham  Co.  Va.,  Aug.  11,  I793.  In  the  Reg.  of  Ky.  Hist.  Soc.,  V  30, 
p  100,  we  find  the  date  of  her  marriage  to  Jesse  Holman  was  Oct.  18,  I808. 

In  the  census  of  I8IO  for  Buckingham  Co.,  we  find  a  Jesse  Holman 
with  1  male  under  10,  2  males  I6  to  26,  2  females  I6  to  26,  11  slaves. 
Jesse  Holman  was  in  Buckingham  Co.  in  1832.  In  the  Journal  of  his  brother 
in-law,  Matthias  Ayres,  he  is  mentioned  under  date  of  Feb.  13th;  "Cash  pd 
Jesse  Holman  which  I  borrowed  from  him  at  March  court,  I83I,  $5.00."  In 
1823  we  find  the  entry;  "By  cash  received  of  Jesse  Holman,  $200.00."  Col 
Jesse  and  Martha  (Ayres)  Hohnan  had  twelve  children.  The  Holman'  Bible 
records  which  are  a  part  of  this  record,  were  sent  by  Mr.  John  M.  Hill, 
Dresden,  Tenn.,  who  received  them  from  Miss  Mary  Holman,  Fulton,  Ky.  Jesse 
Holman  was  a  brother  of  William  Holman,  who  md  Jane  Ayres . 

Goodpasture's  History  of  Tennessee  states  that  Jesse  and  Martha 
(Ayres)  Holman  both  d  in  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  This  information  is  given  in 
a  sketch  of  their  son,  George  P.  Holman. 

We  find  in  Wm.  &  Mary  Quar.  (l),  12;193^  that  Nathan  A.  Holman  was 
a  member  of  the  24th  Reg.  Mil.  in  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.  on  Nov.  I7,  l84l,  and 
assume  that  it  was  the  Nathan  A.  Holman  who  was  a  son  of  Jesse  and  Martha. 
Mr.  J.  A.  Holman  stated  in  letter  of  Sept.  I9,  I919,  that  Ayres  Holman 
went  to  Kentucky  and  later  to  Indiana,  and  was  the  ancestor  of  W.  S.  Hol¬ 
man,  ^Wake  Holman,  who  was  called  "The  Watch-dog  of  the  Treasury"  and  was 
a  friend  of  Col.  Watterson's  and  often  mentioned  by  him.  Three  of  the 
children  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres  md  Holmans.  Peter  L.  Ayres  md 
Eleanor  Holman;  Jane  md  William  Holman  and  Martha  md  Jesse. 

They  were  all  apparently  Tandy  descendants,  for  they  all  used  the 
n^es  among^  their  children  and  grandchildren.  The  compiler  is  well  aware 
^at  there  is  a  grand  mix-up  in  this  account  of  the  Ayres-Holman  families. 
The  Holmans  appear  to  have  been  Huguenots,  too. 

According  to  the  Bible  records,  Martha  Ayres,  dau  of  Nathan  and  Mary 
(Leake)  Ayres,  was  b  Aug.  11,  1793*  Jesse  Holman  was  b  Dec.  26,  I786. 


392 


They  were  md  Oct.  l8^  l8o8.  She  d  Peh.  24,  1837  and  he  d  June  8,  1839* 
They  had  twelve  children,  as  follows! 


1. 

Nathan  A.  Holman 

7. 

Judith  L.  Holman 

2. 

James  B.  Holman 

8. 

George  R.  Holman 

3. 

Mary  Ann.  E.  Holman 

9. 

Samuel  D.  Holman 

4. 

William  T.  Holman 

10. 

Tandy  Holman 

5. 

John  T.  Holman 

11. 

William  Burette  Holman 

6. 

Jesse  B.  Holman 

OJ 

1 — 1 

Martha  Jane  Susan  Holman 

1. 

Nathan  A.  Holman,  son 

of  Jesse  and  Martha  (Ayres)  Holman,  was 

July  21,  l809;  and  d  Jan.  17^  I867.  He  md  Settle  ,  on  July  17^  1862. 

She  d  Aug.  8,  I865.  We  know  nothing  of  his  descendants,  if  any. 

2.  James  B.  Holman  was  h  May  25,  I8II.  Ho  further  information. 

3.  Mary  Ann  E.  Holman  was  h  May  21,  l8l3^  d  Aug.  23,  1837* 

4.  John  T.  Holman  was  h  June  21,  I817,  d  March  l862.  As  before  sta¬ 
ted,  this  compiler  does  not  have  these  Holmans  strai^t,  perhaps.  This  John 
T.  Holman  may  have  been  the  John  Thompson  Holman  who  is  listed  as  the  son 

of  William  and  Jane  (Ayres)  Holman,  and  mentioned  in  his  grandmother's  will. 
John  T.  Holman  md  Martha  Chambers  in  1837^  and  descendants  are  shown  under 
those  of  Rev.  John  Ayres  (Nathan,  Matthias).  Martha  Chambers  was  b  March 
12,  1818,  d  Oct.  27;  1895*  The  children  of  John  T.  and  Martha  Ann  (Chambers) 
Holman  were: 

1.  Martha  (Pattie),  md  Deveraux  Pierce,  lived  at  Pulton,  Ky. 

2.  Georgie  Holman  md  Mr.  Miles,  lived  in  Pulton,  Ky. 

3.  John  Thompson  Holman  md  Martha  Patton. 

4.  Samuel  Holman  lived  in  Pulton,  Ky.,  and  is  said  to  have  been 
interested  in  his  ancestors. 

5.  Annie  Holman,  no  information. 

6.  Harriett  Holman,  no  Information. 

5.  William  T.  Holman  was  b  April  12,  I816,  d  May  24,  I816. 

6.  Jesse  B-  Holman  was  b  in  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.  Mar.  26,  l820.  No 
further  information. 

7.  Judith  Leake  Holman  was  b  Jan.  12,  I823,  d  Feb.  13,  l840. 

8.  George  R.  Holman  was  b  June  16,  1825 .  In  Goodpasture's  History  of 
Tenn.  we  read  that  he  was  b  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.,  his  early  years  were  spent 
there,  at  an  early  age  he  engaged  in  milling  and  in  I855  "was  in  Obion  Co. 

Tenn.  There,  on  Feb.  l4,  I855,  he  md  Mary  L.  Nailling,  b  in  Weakley  Co.  Tenn. 
Oct.  25,  1839,  <3au  of  Wn.  A.  Nailling.  She  d  1937-  They  had  eleven  children 
some  of  whom  d  in  infancy.  At  the  date  of  the  historical  sketch,  only  those 
listed  below  were  living: 

1.  Mary  A.  E.  Holman  md  Benjamin  Dodds.  Lived  at  Martin,  Tenn. 

2.  Willie  Lee  Holman,  no  infomation. 
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3*  Adel  Modena  Holman  md  Mr.  Blakemore. 

4.  Clara  Mott  Holman  md  1st  Jude  Phelps.  They  lived  at  Fulton 
Ky.  ¥e  do  not  have  the  name  of  her  second  husband. 

Martha  Leake  Holman  md  Thomas  Jemigan. 

6.  Eva  Holman  md  Robert  Cheatham. 

7*  Robert  Halbert  Holman,  no  information. 

9*  Samuel  Daniel  Holman,  b  Jan,  31^  l828.  Ho  further  infoimation. 

10.  Tandy  Holman,  b  June  23,  I83O.  Ho  further  information. 

11.  William  Burette  Holman,  son  of  Jesse  and  Martha  (Ayres)  Holman, 
was  b  Jan.  I5,  183^,  d  March  1858. 

12.  Martha  Jane  Susan  Holman  was  b  July  12,  I836,  d  Dec.  I836. 

The  ancestor  of  Mrs.  J.  S.  Rogers,  of  Maysville,  Okla.  was  James  Brad¬ 
ley  Holman,  who  appears  to  be  a  brother  of  Jesse  and  William  Holman.  He 
was  also  the  ancestor  of  Mrs.  S.  T.  Greene,  of  Daljas,  who  was  a  descendant 
of  Rev.  John  Ayres  (Hathan,  Matthias).  James  B.  Holman  was  b  June  20,  1795 
and  md  three  times.  He  d  Hov.  2,  l84l.  He  md  on  Sept.  1,  I816,  Susan 
Howell,  who  was  b  Oct.  6,  1795,  d  May  I8,  I829.  They  had  four  children. 

He  md  2nd  on  Sept,  26,  I832,  Charlotte  L,  H,  Osborne.  She  was  b  Hov.  28, 
1818,  d  Feb.  11,  1837*  She  had  three  children.  The  last  wife  of  James 
B.  HoOman  was  Elizabeth  A.  Ayres,  b  I839.  We  do  not  have  her  antecedents. 
In  the  will  of  James  B.  Holman,  I3  Aug.  l844,  he  says;  Son,  James  Brad¬ 
ley  Holman  to  settle  all  my  business  with  the  estate  of  John  C.  Ayres. 

Elizabeth  (Ayres)  Holman  had  a  dau  b  July  27,  l840.  The  children  of  James 
B.  Holman  were; 

1.  James  Deuguid  Holman,  son  of  Jas.  B.  and  Susan  (Howell)  Holman, 
b  July  1,  1817,  d  Jan.  1,  I933,  Waco,  Texas.  He  md  Harriett  Green  Bailey, 
who  was  b  Apr.  1,  l821,  d  Aug.  16,  I895,  Giles  Co.  Tenn.  They  were  md 
Jime  14,  1837,  and  had  eight  children  as  follows: 

Susan  Elizabeth  Holman,  b  Dec.  l4,  I838,  md  Irvin  F.  Daniels 
on  Apr.  6,  I865.  They  had  Ola  and  other  children. 

William  James  HoOmian,  b  Oct.  25,  l840,  md  Mary  L.  Thomas  on 

ar.  15,  1862.  Their  children  were  Jesse  Duiguid,  Wm.  Morgan,  Susan  Emma, 
and  perhaps  others, 

3.  Sarah  Louise  Holman  md  Wm.  Isaac  Morgan  on  Sept.  3,  i860. 

She  was  b  March ^17,  l842  and  d  Feb.  1,  1928,  in  Dallas.  He  d  Mar.  28, 

1924.  Their  children:  1.  Lena  Morgan  md  Lee  Sellers  and  had  Richard 

Morgan  Sellers;  2.  Flora  Etta  Morgan;  3.  Blanche  Morgan  md  Dr.  Guy 
Wade;  4.  Annie  E.  Morgan  md  Judge  Heffner  and  had  Alice  Heffner  md 
Werner,  George  Burette,  Cliftine,  Tom,  Balser,  Charles  and  Clara,  who  md 
Jos.  Evans.  5.  George  Burette  Morgan  and  Leslie  Carroll  and  had  George 
B.  Jr.,  Charles,  Buster  and  Carol,  Beeville,  Texas.  6.  Otto  Heville 
Morgan  md  Blanche  Boyd  and  had  a  dau,  Blanche  Marie.  7.  Finis  E.  Morgan 
md  Danny  Hornbeck.  Ho.  Ch. 
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Virginia  Ann  Holman,  1  Jan.  25,  l844,  d  Sept.  1930^  md  first 
Junius  E.  Wilkins,  on  Sept.  21,  1865.  She  md  2nd  on  May  27,  188O,  William 
Woodson  Bowen.  Their  children  were:  Joe  Holman  Wilkins,  Lizzie  Lee  Wilkins, 
Hunt  Wilkins.  The  children  of  Virginia  A.  (Holman)  Wilkins  and  her  second 
husband  were:  1.  William  Bowen,  d  young;  2.  Woodson  A.  Bowen,  h  I883; 

3.  Elbert  Burette  Bowen,  b  I886,  Dallas;  4.  Holla  Bowen,  died  at  IJ.  This 
is  Mrs.  Jack  Rogers'  line.  She  is  the  dau  of  Elbert  Burette  Bowen. 

5.  Catherine  Lucretia  Holman,  b  Jan.  30^  l846,  md  Wm.  R.  Matthews. 
Their  children  were:  1.  Lillie  Matthews;  2.  Rush  Matthews;  3-  Emma 
Matthews.  She  md  Mr.  McCarthy  and  had  Roma,  Claudien,  Catherine,  Mary  and 
Tom. 


6.  Emma  Provencia  Holman,  b  June  I5,  l848,  md  Dr.  Wm.  M.  Byers.  They 

had  one  son.  Minor  Byers,  b  Jan.  22,  187I,  md  Mollie _ .  Emma  P.  (Holman) 

Byers  md  second  Chas .  L.  Smith  and  had:  Ada,  Otis,  Annie,  Bradley,  Chas.  F. 
and  Kitty. 


7.  George  Bradley  Holman,  b  Dec.  22,  I850) 

8.  Harriett  E.  Holman,  b  Dec.  22,  185O  )  Twins. 

2.  Jesse  Bradley  Holman,  son  of  James  Bradley  and  Susan  (Howell)  Hol¬ 
man,  was  b  Apr.  7^  l8l9;  d  Sept.  22,  1853- 

3.  Martha  Ann  Holman,  dau  of  James  Bradley  and  Susan  (Howell)  Holman, 
was  b  Dec.  21,  l821,  d  Jan.  3I,  l822. 

4.  William  Burette  Holman,  son  of  James  Bradley  and  Susan  (Howell) 
Holman  was  b  Nov.  I7,  I823,  d  Feb.  I3,  1824. 

5.  Burette  Osborn  Holman,  son  of  James  Bradley  and  Charlotte  (Osborne) 
Holman  was  b  Sept.  5^  1833* 

6.  Ellen  Eliza  Holman,  dau  of  James  Bradley  and  Charlotte  (Osborne) 
Holman  was  b  Aug.  3^  1835^  d  Aug.  26,  1836. 

7.  Charlotte  Julia  Holman,  dau  of  James  Bradley  and  Charlotte  (Osborne) 
Holman,  was  b  Feb.  8,  1837* 

8.  Elizabeth  George  Holman,  dau  of  James  Bradley  and  Elizabeth  (Ayres) 
Holman,  was  b  July  27,  l840. 

This  completes  the  data  we  have  at  present  concerning  the  descendants 
of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres.  We  do  not  know  the  order  in  which  the  chil¬ 
dren  of  Matthias  and  Elizabeth  (Hales)  Ayres  should  come,  nor  all  the  names 
of  their  children.  They  may  have  had  several  dau^ters  besides  Mary,  who  md 
Charles  Garrott.  The  last  of  their  children  to  be  listed  is  Edmond  Ayres. 

V.  Edmond  Ayres,  son  of  Matthias  and  Elizabeth  (Hales)  Ayres,  was 
probably  born  after  I761  and  died  before  I8IO,  aged  around  46.  He  seems  to 
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have  been  younger  than  his  brothers,  John  Ayres,  Matthias  Ayres  and  Nathan 
Ayres,  for  these  three  had  their  own  land  and  households  in  I782,  accord¬ 
ing  to  the  tax  lists  of  Buckingham  Co.  Va.  for  I782. 

In  1787  Edmond  Ayres  is  shown  on  the  tax  lists  with  500  a  of  land  on 
Slate  River.  The  census  of  Buckingham  Co.  for  I81O  shows  Bede  Ayres,  aged 
45  and  up,  and  she  may  have  been  born  several  years  before  I765.  She  had 
in  her  household  one  male  under  10,  1  female  16  to  26.  No  slaves  listed. 

In  marriages  of  Prince  Edward  Co.  Va.  by  Knorr,  we  find  that  Edmond 
Airs  and  Bede  Maxey  were  md  I785. 

In  the  Virginia  Gazette,  May  26,  I768,  we  find  this:  "Taken  up  in 
uckin^^  Co.  a  gray  mare  about  4  ft.  5"  high,  banded  on  the  near  buttox. 
Has  one  large  saddle  spot  on  each  side  and  a  bob  tail.  She  is  shod  before 
and  IS  about  nine  years  old.  Posted  and  appraised.  Edmond  Ayres."  If 
this  IS  the  Edmond,  son  of  Matthias  and  Elizabeth  (Hales)  Ayres,  he  was 
probably  b  as  early  as  1747. 


We  have  no  list  of  the  children  of  Edmond  Ayres,  but  assume  that  he 
had  a  son,  John  Ayres,  b  about  1773,  for  on  the  personal  property  tax 

lists  of  1794,  we  find  this:  "Edmond  Ayres,  1  white,  John."  Then  Edmond 
was  probably  md  twice. 


History  and  Biography,  Vol.  33,  pages  174-285- 
3ty,  vol.  34,  p  240,  also,  we  find  reference  to  a  Ned  Ayres.  These  ref¬ 
erences  are  found  in  a  printed  journal,  "The  Account  of  the  experiences 
and  travels  of  John  Early  from  the  25th  of  May,  1807  to  June  8,  l8l4." 

These  are  travels  on  the  Cumberland  Circuit,  in  Cumberland  and  Buckingham 

preacher,  John  Early,  who  was  later  a  Bishop  in  the 
e  hodist  Church.  On  Sunday,  28th  of  June,  presumably,  I807,  the  diary 
follows:  "Sunday  28th.  To  Bransfords,  eight  miles.  Spoke 

and  had  a  good  time.  In  the  evening  at  Ned  Ayres'  two  miles.  Spoke  to  a 
worldly  minded  people . " 

In  Vol.  34  p  13O:  "Sat.  25th.  (1807  presumably,  the  month  not  given), 

to  a  two  days  meeting  at  Bransford's,  eight  miles  from  Agee's.  Two  others 
preached.  At  night  to  Edward  Ayres'  and  some  shouted." 


P  Sat.,  19th  to  Agee's.  Sunday,  20th,  to  Brans- 

iord  s,  eight  miles.  I  spoke  on  the  manners  and  customs  and  fashions,  and 
had  a  gracious  time.  In  the  evening  at  Ned  Ayres',  three  miles.  I  spoke 
chapter  of  Isaiah,  first  verse  and  had  a  glorious  time  among 
the  Methodists  and  some  Baptists."  Same  volume,  p  246:  "at  twelve  o'clock 
Brother  Ayres  preached  on  the  great  salvation."  (This  evidently  refers  to 
M  ^  Ayres,  son  of  Nathan  and  Mary  (Leake)  Ayres,  and  nephew  of 

Ned  Ayres.)  Page  247:  "That  evening  to  Edward  Ayres',  a  dear  old  Metho- 
dist,  most  in  Heaven."  Vol.  34,  p  3OI:  Sat.,  28th,  to  Agee's,  seven  miles. 
That  night  at  the  home  of  a  dear  old  saint,  or  widow,  whose  husband  had 
lately  died  and  no  doubt  gone  to  Heaven,  to-wit,  E.  Ayres."  Rev.  John 
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Ayres^  Methodist  preacher,  was  in  that  same  neighborhood  (on  Slate  River) 
as  Edmond's  land  was. 

We  assume  that  the  "Edward"  and  "Wed"  Ayres  mentioned  by  the  Rev.  Mr. 
Early,  was  Edmond,  son  of  Matthias,  though  our  conjecture  may  be  incorrect. 

Mr.  Early  speaks  of  him  as  "an  old  saint",  though  he  was  probably,  if  he 
was  the  Edmond  of  the  Buckingham  tax  lists  of  1189,  b  about  1T61,  and  there¬ 
fore  only  about  46  years  of  age.  He  had  "just  died  and  no  doubt  gone  to 
Heaven"  on  Mr.  Early's  next  visit,  which  we  judge  was  l8o8  or  so,  thou^ 
we  are  not  able  to  get  the  dates  clear  from  his  journal.  At  any  rate  the 
census  of  l8l0  for  Buckin^am  Co.  Va.  does  not  show  an  Edmond  Ayres,  and 
we  assume  that  he  was  dead,  and  the  Bede  who  was  shown  was  "the  dear  old 
saint,  or  widow,  whom  the  preacher  visited.  Edmond  apparently  came  of  age 
between  I782  and  1T8T^  therefore  b  around  1T61;  he  was  "most  in  Heaven  in 
1807; "  and  apparently  gone  there  by  I8IO. 

Here  ends  the  list  of  the  descendants  of  Matthias  and  Elizabeth  (Hales) 
Ayres  whom  we  have  been  able  to  place.  We  have  records  of  many  Ayres  whom 
we  believe  to  be  descended  frbm  the  Buckln^am  Co.  Va.  family,  whose  brief 
record  we  give. 

Edmond  Ayres  (Matthias),  is  said  to  have  had  a  dau,  Polly,  (Mary?) 

Ayres  who  md  Rev.  Wm.  Maxey,  b  I768.  He  was  the  son  of  Nathaniel  Edward 
Maxey,  b  1736,  who  md  Elizabeth  Jane  Hall.  They  went  to  Warren  or  Jessa¬ 
mine  Co.  Ky.  It  is  also  stated  that  Bede  Maxey,  wife  of  Edmond  Ayres,  was 
the  dau  of  Wm.  kfa,xey  (169I-I768)  and  Mary  Elizabeth  Sublette. 

Mr.  Sidney  Walter  Ayres,  Linn  Creek,  Mo.,  1917^  speaks  of  the  patent 
to  land  carried  by  his  grandparents  to  Missouri,  and  lost.  His  grandfather, 
Samuel  Ayres,  went  to  Mo.  from  some  place  in  Virginia.  He  was  b  I8OI  and  d 
l846.  He  had  brothers,  Thomas,  John,  Joseph,  Matthias.  All  these  names  in¬ 
dicate  descent  from  Matthias  I.  S.  W,  Ayres  was  a  son  of  Benjamin  Franklin 
Ayres,  and  had  a  brother,  William  Franklin  Ayres. 

A  Mrs.  M.  A,  Bee,  Guemeville,  California,  was  dau  of  a  Samuel  Ayres. 

He  had  brothers,  Stanley,  Leroy,  William  Henry,  Ransome,  and  sisters  William 
and  Emma,  and  a  cousin.  Dr.  Samuel  Matthews  Ayres. 

Mrs.  Rupel  of  Indianapolis,  stated  that  her  grandfather  was  Thomas  Ayres, 
b  March  2,  l820,  in  Bourbon  or  Nicholas  Co.  Ky.,  and  was  the  son  of  Thomas 
and  Frances  (West)  Ayres,  who  came  from  Virginia.  He  had  a  brother,  William. 

A  John  Matthias  Ayres,  b  about  1845^  d  I918,  was  youngest  in  a  family 
of  six  boys  and  four  girls.  Several  of  his  brothers  went  to  Arkansas  and 
Texas.  His  oldest  brother,  William  Ayres,  went  to  Texas  and  had  a  large  fam¬ 
ily.  John  Matthias  Ayres  was  a  son  of  Arthur  Ayres,  who  went  from  South  Car¬ 
olina  to  Alabama  about  l840. 

Mr.  Thomas  Proctor  Hughes,  Jr.,  of  Memphis,  is  descended  from  William 
Faubion,  of  Cocke  Co.,  Tenn.,  who  was  b  Jan.  16,  1783^  and  md  about  l802. 
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Rosanna  Perthenia  Ayers.  Their  children  were:  Moses  Spencer,  h  l805; 
Jacob,  Elizabeth,  John,  Henry,  Matthias,  William,  Sarah  Ann,  Tilghman! 

Mrs.  Ralph  L.  Cox,  of  Connelsville,  Pa.,  is  descended  from  a  Moses 
Ayres  who  d  I0O3,  in  Alleghany,  Md.  His  wife  was  Dorcas,  and  her  father 

was  Nathaniel  Ayres,  who  d  in  Virginia  1777,  will  probated  Pittsylvania 
Co. 
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ROLL  OF  HONOR 


We  do  not  have  a  correct  list  of  the  descendants  of  Matthias  Ayres 
I  who  have  served  in  the  various  wars  in  which  the  United  States  has  been 
engaged.  We  give  a  partial  list  of  those  who  have  served  or  are  serving 
with  the  aimed  forces  of  their  country.  In  the  list  are  few  of  the  women 
who  served  in  Red  Cross,  Y,.M,C*A,,  and  other,  activities.  In  the  list  is 
included  some  of  the  husbands  of  Ayres  descendants.  These  "in-laws"  are 
marked  "allied"  and  their  descendants  are  not  only  descended  from  soldiers 
who  fou^t  in  earlier  wars,  but  in  later  ones  too.  We  do  not  include  those 
who  have  served  since  the  U*S.  has  had  -universal  military  training. 

REVOLUTIONARY  WAR 

Nathan  Ayres,  Buckin^am  Co.,  Va.,  son  of  Matthias  I 
John  Ayres,  "  "  "  "  "  " 

Gideon  Howell,  "  "  "  (Allied) 

Moses  Spencer,  "  "  "  "  "  " 

WAR  OF  1812 

Matthias  Ayres,  son  of  Matthias  I 
John  Spencer, 

John  Ayres, 

Matthias  Ayres,  son  of  Nathan, 

Nathan  Ayres  Holman. 

UNION  ARMY 


M,  T,  Chastain  John  W.  Ayres 

Albert  R.  Ayres  Nathan  T.  Ayres 


CONFEDERATE  STATES  OF  AMERICA 


Peter  Nathan  Ayres 
Leroy  M.  Gilliam 
J.  A.  Holman 
Lientelius  R.  Gilliam 
George  Young  (Allied) 
David  Edwards  " 


Manlius  A.  Ayres 
Marcus  A.  Ayres 
John  W.  Watson 
P.  H.  Frariklin  (Allied) 
Leonidas  Hu^es  " 

James  E.  Nickell  " 


VIRGINIA  MILITIA 


Samuel  A.  Ford; 
Nathan  W.  Ayres; 


Henry  Peabody 


Col.  John  B.  Ayres; 

Nathan  Ayres  Holman  Owen  B.  Ayres; 

THE  SPANISH-AMERICAN  WAR 


Dr.  C.  L.  Allen  (Allied) 
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MEMBERS  OF  ARMED  FORCES  OF  U.  S.,  1946- I956 
William  Valentine  Ayres 

John  Troy  V.  U.  S.  W,, 

Samuel  Martell  Morrow,  U.  S.  M.  C., 

George  Wyatt  James,  Jr.,  U.  S,  N., 

Clifford  Allen  Troy,  U.  S.  N., 

Richard  Matthias  Ayres,  U.  S.  N., 


ROLL  OF  HONOR  -  Cont'd 
WORLD  WAR  I 

John  Troy  IV  (Allied) 

Mary  Ayres  Wilkinson 
Norman  Lee  Wilkinson 
Elijah  Coleman  Hendricks 
Jesse  Thompson  Hendricks 

Jesse  R.  Holman 


George  J .  Cheatham 
Leonard  Cheatham 
Edward  Cheatham 
Ellis  Bates 
Thomas  W.  Lacy,  Jr. 


Bruce  Miller  Forrester, 
Richaixi  Marvin  Hendricks, 
Joel  James  Troy,  N.  G*, 
Clifford  Lee  James,  N.  G., 
Ryland  Michael  Ayres, 


WORLD  WAR  II 


Louis  Henry  Broderson 
Jesse  Coleman  Broderson 
John  William  Johnson 
John  Henry  Johnson 
Thomas  Anson  McKenzie 
Bruce  Miller  Forrester 
Lt.  Frank  Lee  Wilkinson 
George  Peabody 
Helen  Ruth  Hendricks 
Louis  Felts 

Norman  Lee  Wilkinson  II 


Fuq^ua  Miller  Hendricks 
George  Woodrow  Hendricks 
Chester  V.  Claypool,  Jr. 
James  Harrison  Claypool 
Robert  Gordon  Claypool 
Sherwood  Hooper  Massey,  Jr. 
Fred  Ayres  Blanchard 
Henry  Peabody 
James  Douglas  Snider 
Billy  Briggs  Snider 
Martell  Morrow  (Allied) 


KOREAN  WAR 


killed  in  Korea,  Sept.  23,  1951,  Purple  Heart; 

Clifford  Lee  James,  in  combat  April  6,  I951  to  Jan.  5,  1952.  In  U.S.M.C. 
-‘-5'55  j 

Samuel  Martell  Morrow,  1st  Lieut.  U.S.M.C.  In  Korea,  Feb.  5,  I952  'to 
Nov.  25,  52,  Observer  &  Counter  Battery  Officer. 


Clifford  Lee  James,  1st  Lieut.,  U.S.M.C.,  Aviator, 
March  l4,  1957,  while  testing  helicopters. 


killed  in  Panama, 


Captain  Samuel  M.  Morrow,  U.S.M.C.,  Reserve  Training  Center, 
Mississippi,  1959-  ' 


Jackson, 


Dr.  Clifford  Ayres  Allen, 
Corps,  in  the  Army  of  U.S 


reserve  commissioned  officer.  Officer's  Reserve 
.,  grade  of  Captain,  Oct.  I5,  I952. 
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66,  67,  9^,  98,  153,  34l, 

Notes,  178 
Agur,  86 
Alexander,  337 
Allbright,  l84 
Allen,  l4,  223,  145 

Clifford  L.,  262,  399,  400 
Allison,  143 


Amalette,  88,  139 
Amonette,  88 

Anderson,  76,  l62,  163,  221,  3^4 

Ansell,  159 

Appersoh,  93 

Armentrout,  23O 

Armlstead,  344,  360 

Arnn,  l47 

Arnold,  365 

Arsenau,  354 

Arthur,  93 

Atkinson,  94 

Atlee,  387 
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Bible  Records, 

Nathan  Ayres,  16,  I7,  I8,  I9 
Walter  Ayres,  20,  21,  102,  I07 
John  B.  Ayres,  23 
Rev.  John  Ayres,  25,  l62 
Matthias  Ayres  III,  26,  27 
Fuqua,  32,  33,  34 
Gilliam,  29,  30,  3I 
Holman,  34,  35,  36 
Robinson,  22,  23 
Spencer,  3I 
Wilkinson,  37,  38,  39 
Album,  219,  220 
Coat  of  Aims,  8 
Charts,  43,  254  to  27I 
Deeds,  46,  48,  51,  52 
Emigrants  to  Virginia,  9 
Family,  47 


Grants  of  Land,  12,  I3 
Ayres  Homes,  57 
Honor  Roll,  399^  400 
Letters, 

Franklin,  329 
Manlius  A.  Ayres,  327 
Maxey,  102 

Samuel  Matthias,  207-308;  308,  327 
Peabody,  371 
Spencer-Jones,  II9 
Marriages,  39,  40,  4l,  I37 
Name,  J 

Notes-Va.  Archives,  16,  52,  55 
Tax  Lists,  49,  52, 

Tombstone  Inscriptions,  4l,  42 
Unidentified  Ayres,  IO3,  157^  386 
Traditions,  51^  52,  53,  54 
Voice,  207,  251 


Agnes,  98,  174,  184 
Albert  B.,  l45 
Albert  C.,  1,45 
Albert  R.  I83,  399 
Alberta,  I83 
Alicia,  167 
Alice  E.,  183 
Alice  Phoeba,  l84 
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Amanda,  99 

America,  99 

Amos,  99 

Anna  Mary,  387 

Ann  Elizabeth,  209,  221,  224 

Anna,  9I 

Anne,  9I 

Annie  Louise,  l84 
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Anthony^  I67 
Arris, 

Arthur,  91,  151^  167 
Asher,  101 
Atlee,  387 
Auscra,  215 


D 

Dorothy,  163,  16A 
Dudley,  223 

E 


B 

Bede,  39^ 

Bern,  98 

Benajah,  168,  I70 
Benjamin  F,,  209,  221 
Benjamin  Eduard,  222 
Benjamin  P.,  213,  217 
Bernard  I,,  l49 
Berta,  I23 
Betsy,  56,  101,  3^3 
Beulah  M.,  161 
Blacwell,  165 
Brooks,  235 
Brown,  I5,  161 
Byrd,  387 
Bryson,  99 

0 

Cabanne,  166 
Carrie  Louise,  165 
Catherine  Va.,  210 
Cecil,  92 
Charles,  101,  168 
Chas.  Albert,  156 
Chas.  James,  92 
Chas.  Robert,  1^9 
Chas.  Walter,  169 
Chastaine,  95 
Clarence,  2l4 
Clarissa,  I55,  156 
Clay,  151 
Clayton,  I51 
Clementine,  222 
Corinne,  l46,  163,  l64 
Cornelia,  250,  254 


Edmond,  53,  55,  56,  58,  80,  91,  92, 
96,  396 

Notes:  398 

Edward,  56,  91,  91,  103,  186,  101 

Edward  M.,  74,  358 

E.  E.,  101,  91 

Edwin,  96,  151,  152,  387 

Effie,  182,  388 

Elijah,  159,  164 

Eliza,  98,  99,  182 

Elizabeth,  91,  101,  159 

Elizabeth  A.  98,  174 

Elizabeth  Hannah,  l44 

Elizabeth  T.,  I87,  I88 

Elizabeth  Va.,  250 

Ella,  151,  184,  185 

Elvira,  l84,  I85 

Elsie,  160 

Emma,  9I 

Emmeline,  I52 

Emory,  R.,  217 

Ernest,  167 

Ethel,  99 

Eugene,  72,  l84 

Eva  L.,  167 

Ezra,  183 

F 

Fannie  Garland,  159 
Francis,  160,  I54,  I85 
Frank,  I56 

Frank  L.,  221,  222,  224 
Frank  Stevenson,  101 

G 

George,  99 

George  Frederick,  l84 
Gertrude,  I51 
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H 

Hallle  M.,  1^9 
Hanes,  139 
Hamilton  B.,  167 
Hanes  Eldridge,  I6I 
Hannah,  L.,  42,  167 
Hariette,  100,  101,  155,  387 
Henrietta  Maria,  I56 
Henry, I67 
Herbert,  I5I 

Hu#,  182,  388 

I 

Ida,  101 
Ina  L.,  96 

Inez,  162,  163,  183 
Irene,  213,  215 
Isabella  Hales,  210,  338 
Isaac,  92 

J 

James,  92,  95,  169 

James  I,,  92,  99 

James  Matthias,  338,  339 

James  Nathan,  15,  56,  57,  160,  161 

James  T.,  385 

James  ¥,,  159 

Jane,  80,  96,  388 

Jane  R.,  159 

Janie  D.,  l64 

Jean,  388 

Jeff,  217 

John,  15,  53,  54,  55,  56,  65,  79,  ' 
97,  100,  159,  399 
Col.  John  B.,  143,  210,  385,  399 
Bible  Record,  23 
John  Bouvier,  l45 

J,  167 

John  Chambers,  l46,  157,  163,  l64 

John  Edward,  l49 

John  Garland,  160,  l62,  165 

John  H.,  98,  213 

John  Hales,  80,  95 

John  Howell,  209,  239,  338 


John  M,,  50 

John  Matthias,  96 

John  Moseley,  174,  l84 

John  R.,  56,  96,  167 

Rev.  John,  23,  24,  55,  57,  239 

John  ¥.,  56,  98,  182,  187,  399 

John  Walter,  183 

John  William,  l45,  338,  339 

John  William  Bradley,  154,  155,  156 

Joann,  215 

Joseph,  98,  133,  156 
Josephine,  96 

Josephine  Marie  Louisa,  210,  342 
Judith,  80,  93,  127,  131,  155,  156, 
159,  ITO,  174,  182 

Judith  Leake,  I56 
Julia  J.,  95 

K 

Kate,  96 

Kate  Blane,  l84,  I85 
Kathryn  C . ,  l64 

L 

Laura  G.,  42 
Laurence,  165 
Lavinia,  155 

Leake,  4-9,  54,  56,  l46,  161 

Leila,  l49 

Lena,  215 

Leroy  T.,  l45 

Levisa  Jane,  174,  I86 

Lewis,  149,  152 

Lillian,  99 

Lillie  M.,  338 

Lucie  J.,  165,  187,  188 

Lucy,  56 

Lulu,  166 

M 

Mabel,  159 
Mae,  54,  56,  103 
Magdalene,  80 

Maggie  Mae,  56,  5T,  91,  I6I 
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Maggie  Embree,  213,  217 

Manlius  A.,  89,  2^3,  399 

Marcus  A.,  213,  2l4,  399 

Margaret,  91,  92 

Margaret  F.,  187^  I88,  I89 

Mariah,  l44 

Marla  Ann,  23 

Maria  C.,  213,  217 

Martha,  91,  97,  103,  159,  161 

187,  392 

Martha  Ann,  92,  99 
Martha  Eldrldge,  l64 
Martha  J.,  98,  165,  168 
Martha  Judith  Leake,  209 
Martha  Louise,  I59 
Martha  Paige,  l64 
Martha  S.,  95 
Martha  Va.,  338,  339 
Marvin,  217 

Mary,  55,  56,  58,  9I,  95,  97, 

101,  167,  3^8 

Mary  Ann,  222 

Mary  Bondurant,  II3,  174,  175 
Mary  C.,  l45 
Maxey,  187,  188 
Mary  Elizabeth,  1^9,  213 
Mary  E.,  98,  99 
Mary  G.,  42 
Mary  Hales,  I57 
Mary  Howell,  101,  102 
Mary  Jane,  98,  209,  331 
Mary  Leake,  168,  56,  57 
Mary  Louisa,  I55,  156,  338,  339 
Mary  Louise,  203 
Mary  V.,  I5 
Mary  Wilkinson,  348 
Matthias  I,  47,  55,  60 
Deeds,  46 

Matthias  II,  53,  54,  58,  73,  96, 
97,  101,  399 

Matthias  III,  95,  loi,  176,  199^ 
200,  201,  202,  209,  399 

Bible  Records,  25,  101,  102, 

196,  200,  201,  202,  225, 
238 

Matthias  IV,  243,  269 


Matthias  Leake,  56,  l45,  I57,  159, 

160,  161,  162,  163 

Maxey  A*M*,  I87 
McHeill,  157 
Michle  R.,  169 
Mildred,  161 
Minnie,  9I,  I51 
Minor,  169 
Miriam,  187,  I89 
Moses,  91 
Munce,  221 
Myrtle,  I33,  151 

N 

Nancy,  80,  338 
Nancy  G.,  95 
Nancy  J.,  91 
Nancy  Jane,  96 
Nannie,  9I 

Nannie  Sue,  5I,  56,  58,  79,  9^,  96, 

139 

Napoleon,  167 
Nannie  Narcissa,  213 
Nathan,  15,  I7,  49,  50,  53,  54,  55, 
56,  58,  102,  111,  112,  114,  168, 
189,  173,  174,  189,  343,  399 

Nathan  M,,  I68 
Rev.  Nathan,  50,  78,  l82 
Nathan  ¥.,  385 
Nathan  T.,  387,  399 
Nathan,  M.,  168 
Nathan  R.,  187 
Nathan  Tandy,  387 
Nathan  W.,  l49,  I53,  399 
N.  E,,  169 
Nellie  F.,  244 
Nevora  M.,  224 
Nora,  223 

0 

Olive,  95 

Olive  Salle,  56,  80,  96 
Orie  G.,  I67 
Otis,  167 
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Owen,  101,  159,  210,  399 
P 

Patsy,  80,  95,  9T,  103 
Paul,  151 
Paul  B.,  165 
Pauline,  15 6 
Pearl,  I51 
Percy,  133 

Peter,  100,  101,  133 

Peter  Leake,  50,  103,  1^^,  155, 

385 

Peter  Nathan,  210,  338,  399 

Peter  Mott,  I60 

Phillip,  99,  166 

Phillis  M.,  149 

Powhatan,  169 

Princetta,  9I 

Priscilla,  9I 

Polly,  55,  95,  97,  100 

R 

Rachel,  I66,  167 
Rebecca  B*,  98 
Reed,  385 
Richard,  99 
Ritchey,  99 

Robert,  54,  99,  101,  II9,  I5I, 

155 

Robert  0.,  l49 

Robert  Hales,  50,  I03,  l44,  385 

388 

Robert  M.,  197 
Robert  Nathan,  222,  223 
Robert  Owen,  I56 
Robt.  R.,  187 
Roberta  Lee,  I87,  I89 
Rosy,  91 
Ruby,  160 

Ryland  Matthias,  25O,  400 
S 

Salathiel  Bainbridge,  98 


Sallie,  56,  80,  93,  97,  100,  151, 
168 

Sallie  Margaret,  262 
Samuel,  15,  53,  54,  55,  56,  57, 

155,  157,  165,  167,  168 

Samuel  Bransford,  160 

Samuel  Ford,  l45 

Samuel  Matthias,  209,  222 

Samuel  Nathan,  I69,  I68 

Samuel  McCord,  167 

Samuel  Plunkett,  248,  25O,  253,  254 

Sarah  F.,  42,  96,  I59 

Sarah  Matilda,  209,  2l8 

Sheila  L,  217 

Sidney,  168,  169 

Soulle,  145 

Spencer,  I33 

Stephen,  55,  97 

Suella,  387 

Susan,  155,  156,  91,  210 
Susan  H.,  I83 
Susan  J.,  213,  217 
Susan  S.,  I87,  I89 
Susanna,  l44,  l45 
Susannah,  80 
Susannah  Hales,  93 
Susie  M,,  165 

T 

Tandy,  386 
Thos.,  99,  338 

Thos.  Burge,  50,  IO3,  l82,  387 

Thos.  D.,  166 

Thos,  E.,  15,  160,  161 

Thos.  F.,  187,  188 

Thos,  H.,  166,  399 

Thos,  J.,  98,  166,  167 

Thos,  P.,  159 

Thorn,  77,  96 

Tom,  135 

Thos  W.,  96 

V 

Virginia,  56,  I6I 
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Virginia  C.^  340 
Virginia  F.,  92,  213 

W 

W.  H.,  42 
W*  D.,  47,  5^ 

Walter,  I73,  167,  174 

Bible  Records,  I9,  50,  5I 
Walter  Duval,  I54,  I56 
Walter  H.,  215 

Walter  Leake,  210,  212,  213,  215, 

239 

Bible  Records,  I9,  20,  21,  ll4. 
168,  169 

Walter  Nathaniel,  181,  186,  I87 
Watt,  166 
Wilbur,  385 
Wiley,  155 

William,  91,  97,  100,  167 
William  A.,  213,  215,  386 
Wm.  Burette,  l45 
Wm.  Daniel,  96 
Wm.  Hanes,  161 

William  Leake,  l46,  160,  l62,  163, 
165 

Willis,  151 
Winnie  H.,  42 
William  Sullivan,  91,  92 
Wm.  Spencer,  I33 


B 

Baber,  101,  ll4 
Baham,  266 
Baird,  25I 
Baker,  215,  351,  3^5 
Bailey,  85,  166,  394 
Ballentlne,  34o,  353 
Banisch,  336 
Banks,  244 
Bannister,  345 
Barksdale,  361 
Barnett,  236 
Bames,  364 


Barnett,  350 
Bamum,  34l 
Basham,  84 

Bates,  25,  212,  213,  2l4,  400 

Batsell,  214 

Bauscog,  223 

Bedford,  3^5 

Beeler,  211,  215 

Bell,  92 

Bennet,  247 

Bennett,  345,  369 

Bennoing,  34l 

Benson,  353 

Bernard,  386 

Berry,  8j 

Betts,  214 

Beuley,  I67,  224,  226 
Bible  Records,  I5  to  39 
Billerback,  l45 
Blngli,  68 
Birch,  211 
Bisbee,  I77 
Black,  386 
Blackwell,  I57,  160 
Blaikie,  I87 
Blair,  188 
Blakemore,  394 
Blanks,  I52 
Blanchard,  I56,  400 
Blayden,  36I 
Blaydes,  363 
Blissard,  266 
Bogan,  168 
Bohllng,  l46 
Bolling,  157,  196 
Bonham,  143 

Bolsseau,  348,  349,  352,  353 
Bolton,  58 
Bouverie,  I70 

Bbndiirant,  58,  64,  70,  87,  98, 
113,  171,  186 
Booker,  390 
Borel,  58 
Bowen,  I51 
Bouldln,  244 
Bowers,  244 


4o6 


Bradley,  134,  154,  159,  343,  385, 
Tompkins,  349 
Branch,  133 
Brandenberger,  92 
Bransfoi-d,  TT,  I39,  l40,  390 
Brann,  45 
Brantley,  3^4 
Brazzell,  l42 
Brant,  94,  153 
Bridell,  98 
Brill,  254 
Brinkley,  l64 
Britt,  97 
Brittlan,  I56 
Britton,  156 
Brlzenden,  366 
Broaddus,  248 
Broderson,  343,  36l,  400 
Brooks,  23,  58,  152,  153,  235 
Browder,  391 

Brown,  15,  57,  99,  159,  161,  163, 
168,  169,  170,  188,  189,  232, 
234,  389 

Bryant,  254 

Bryland,  368 

Bryson,  99 

Buchanan,  90,  268 

Buckingham  Go,  192 

Buckin^am  Female  Institute,  137 

Buckingham  Refugees,  135 

Buford,  248 

Buckley,  163 

Burette,  168,  389 

Burckhardt,  2l6 

Burge,  345 

Burke,  90,  9I,  220,  391 
Burkhalter,  l64 
Burnham,  391 
Burroughs,  220 
Burress,  219 
Burton,  332 
Bussey,  177 
Buttleman,  157 
Butler,  86 
Byers,  395 
Byler,  349 

C 

Caldwell,  133,  173,  18O,  181 


Callaghan,  101 
Calhoim,  94 
Campbell,  92 
Cannon,  2l8,  219 
Card,  391 
Carnahan,  338 
Carr,  345 

Carter,  88,  345,  351,  367 
Cartwri^t,  84,  246 
Cassell,  l42,  I88,  I89 
Caton,  l4l 
Caudill,  368 
Cave,  168 
Cayce,  65 
ChaUcley,  362 

Chambers,  56,  l42,  l45,  l46,  147, 
Ife,  221,  227,  393 

Chambers  Notes,  l40,  l4l,  l45,  393 
Charlton,  93,  94 
Chastain,  246,  346,  389,  399 
Rene,  42,  75,  81,  82,  83,  88 
William,  82,  83,  87 
Jacob,  82,  83,  93 
Isham,  83,  85,  97,  103 
Joseph,  90 
Mildred,  100,  400 
Chatham,  355 

Cheatham,  159,  222,  239,  332,  333, 
334,  342,  394,  400 

Notes,  334,  341 
Cherry,  65 
Chiabottl,  167 
Chism,  253,  349 
Chiswell,  228 
Chitwood,  145 
Christian,  IO8 
Churches,  48,  49 
Clark,  92,  l42,  l43,  266 
Claypool,  364,  400 
Clayton, l49 
Clement,  l42 
Coakley,  66 
Coat  of  Arms,  8 
Cobb,  158 
Cochrane,  94,  I85 
Cocke,  231 
Cockrell,  211 
Cody,  353 

Coghill,  348,  356,  360 
Coit,  247 


CollDurn^  350 

Cole,  222 

Coleman,  56,  34o 

Collins,  142,  143,  179,  344 

Colton,  265,  266 

Comer,  2l4 

Compton,  l46,  163 

Conn,  369 

Cook,  183,  220,  247,  3^0,  344,  366 

Conner,  I57,  l64,  230 

Cooper,  223,  253 

Corea,  183 

Cornellson,  238 

Cothron,  369 

Coimtles,  42,  43 

Cowger,  232 

Cox,  147 

Crawford,  183,  220,  25I 
Creekmore,  353 
Crisman,  l47 
Crouch,  365,  366 
Crow,  229,  231 
Crutcher,  9I,  92 
Crump,  365 
Cully,  253 

C\miherland  Co,  54,  55 
Cunningham,  250,  25I,  391 
Curtis,  359 

D 

Dabney,  34l 
Dameron,  232 
Daniel,  65,  I32 
Daniels,  394 
Darby,  348,  349,  354 
Darnell,  66 
Darrenau,  l4l 
Daviess,  366 

Davis,  149,  150,  167,  172,  186 

Dawes,  367 

Dawson,  365 

Dedication,  1 

Deeds,  16,  48,  51,  52 

Dean,  l64 

DeCamp,  259 

Deen,  l64 

DeHorvath,  92 

Dejarnett,  365 

Dennison,  l42 

Deweese,  234 

Dickenson,  250 


Dillon,  l64,  166 
Dlmmiitt,  337 
Dinan,  151 
Dixon,  61,  367 
Doak,  220 
Dodds,  393 
Dodson,  387 
Dodge,  232 
Dolde,  229 
Dooling,  143 
Dorman,  353 
Dorris,  360 
Downs,  177 

Dorsey,  243,  244,  245 
Dortch,  350 
Doughty,  240,  326 
Dowdy,  99,  345 
Drane,  I75 

Driscoll,  139,  151,  158,  159 

Dubree,  364 

Dugan,  350 

Duggins,  227 

Dunn,  361,  367 

Dunnville,  367 

Dupuy,  168,  344 

Durrett,  229 

Durflinger,  353 

Duval,  154 

E 

Early  Journal,  396 
Easter,  390 
Easterly,  218 
Edenton,  168 
Edge  Hill,  161,  l62 
Edmonds,  45 
Edmondson,  I59 
Edwards,  213,  230,  399 
Eggleston,  132 
Eggert,  155 
Elam,  9^ 

Eldridge,  88,  l49,  157,  158, 
159.  164 

Elliott,  228,  230,  247 
Ellison,  99 
Ely,  232 
Embree,  212 

Emigrants  to  Virginia,  9 
England,  I55 
English,  212 
Evans,  217,  369 
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Eyer,  52 
Eyre,  6,  7,  346 

F 

Famer,  159;  220 
Farrish,  150,  151 
Felts,  363,  400 
Ferguson,  96,  259,  369 
Ferrell,  I56 
Fine,  350,  351 
Finley,  99 
Fisher,  15,  230 
Fitzgerald,  268 
Fitzgibbons,  217 
Fletcher,  223 
Flood,  149,  186 
Flowers,  9I 
Floyd,  346 
Folium,  89,  90 
Folts,  391 

Ford,  55;  58,  63,  64,  87;  88,  l44, 
168,  210,  211,  222,  248,  262, 

331;  3^0,  347;  389;  391;  399 
Notes,  67;  70,  170,  212,  34l,  348, 

392 

Letters,  69 
Fore,  158 
Foreward,  2 

Forrester,  359;  102,  400 

Fossell,  64 

Fosson,  361,  362 

Foster,  18I,  I87,  I88,  I89,  248 

Fouquet,  347,  348 

Fowler,  295;  369 

Franklin,  237;  238,  399 

Fry,  145,  264 

Fugate,  84 

Fulkerson,  229 

Fulker,  247 

Fuqua, 

Bible  Records,  32,  33;  87;  88 
Notes,  60,  81,  132,  343;  344, 

347;  348 

Aaron,  345,  348 

Gill,  346 

Moses,  89,  348 

Nathan  Ayres,  356,  357 

Stephen,  62,  63,  88,  89,  348 

William,  89,  348 


G 

Gable,  332 
Gaines,  229 
Galloway,  I52 
Gallup,  235 
Gammon,  346 
Garm,  351 
Garden,  45 
Garnett,  158 
Garrison,  l47 

Garrott,  53;  55;  58,  61,  62,  64, 

70,  88,  93;  94,  210 
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